
An arrest warrant led 
to drug charges for 
Cherokee woman
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order. An election of officers was held 
with only one person nominated for 
each office. Sutter was named chairman, 
Chaffee is vice-chairman, Phillips is 
secretary and Smith is treasurer. Sutter 
conducted the rest of the meeting with 
some coaching from McMurphy and 
Chaffee. 

Pebbles Luddington, Freedom 
ambulance director, and Bridgett Gragg, 
Alva interim-ambulance director, 
and Commissioners’ Assistant Amy 
Grimsley were also present. County 
Clerk Shelley Reed and County 
Treasurer David Manning were present 
for part of the meeting.

The FY2021-2022 Estimate of Needs 
for Woods County EMS Board was 
discussed. Manning said it was based on 
80 percent of projected tax collections. 
The amounts on which the 80% is based 
are: Alva school district $347,531, 
Waynoka school district $244,426 and 
Freedom school district  $43,317. 

Ten percent of the total is retained for 
the audit and ten percent is for possible 
delinquencies, leaving 80 percent for 
the budget. If any of that 20 percent is 
collected and not spent, it will be added 
to the next year’s budget. McMurphy 
said the audit portion also includes the 

$10,000 per board member bonding 
required by the state. Since the EMS 
district has yet to collect any tax, the 
first year’s bonding is being paid by the 
county commissioners.

Board members voted unanimously 
to approve the budget totaling 
$577,521.20. The ad valorem taxes for 
the 522 EMS district will be part of the 
county tax bills sent out for the end of 
this year.

Next for discussion was the adoption 
of by-laws for the board. McMurphy 
distributed a sample copy from Butler, 
Oklahoma. He said that district has 
only one private ambulance service. 
McMurphy said they probably would 
want to table the by-laws until they have 
a chance to study them.

Luddington held up a thick notebook 
which contained information obtained 
from the state health department 
regarding 522 districts including 
sample by-laws. She offered to email 
the information to each of the board 
members and collected email addresses 
after the meeting.

Bank accounts were also discussed. 
McMurphy said they need to decide 
if money will be in one bank account, 
which would be easier to track, or if 
money would go into separate bank 
accounts for the three ambulance 
services in the county. Luddington said 
she’d prefer separate accounts, and the 

Woods County Commissioner Randy McMurphy (right) wears in the members of the new Woods County EMS Board. 
From left are Bret Smith, Arden Chaffee, Matt Sutter and Joe Phillips. Photo by Marione Martin                               

Woods County EMS Board holds first meeting
By Marione Martin

The first meeting of the new Woods 
County EMS Board was held Monday 
afternoon in the county courthouse 
conference room. The board members 
were appointed on Oct. 18 by the Woods 
County Commissioners. The board will 
oversee how tax money from the county-
wide 522 EMS district is distributed and 
spent. 

The first order of business was the 
swearing in of the new board members 
by Commissioner Randy McMurphy. 
Reciting the oath of office were Bret 
Smith of Freedom, Matt Sutter of 
Waynoka, Arden Chaffee of Alva and 
Joe Phillips of Alva. Linda Hutchison 
has also been appointed to the board but 
she was unable to attend. Hutchison and 
her husband were injured recently in a 
motorcycle accident in Missouri and are 
still recuperating. She will be sworn in 
later.

McMurphy called the meeting to 

 See EMS Page 42
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By Marione Martin
I had conversations last week with 

two different people about some fishy 
offers. One occurred to 
someone else, but the 
other affected me and 
the newspaper.

In the small towns 
of this area, people are 
used to sealing deals 
with no more than a 
handshake. “His word 
is his bond” statements 
abound. Admittedly, 
local attorneys may 

disagree with the process, but we generally 
operate with trust in our fellow man. 

This attitude is one of the reasons Tony 
Booth likes to purchase auto dealerships 
in small towns. He bought the family-
owned Washburn Ford in Alva last year. 
Unfortunately, some people like to take 
advantage of this area’s belief in honesty.

Three weeks ago on Wednesday 
afternoon, Oct. 6, I was working at the 
newspaper office when Rich Martinez 
came in to see me. He said he missed me on 
Tuesday when he stopped by. He spoke of 
talking with our ad salesman Bill and acted 
like they knew each other.

Martinez said he worked on diesel 
vehicles but he was recovering from surgery 
and couldn’t do that right now. Instead 
Windy Ford had him doing other jobs like 
presenting this anniversary promotion to 
Alva businesses. He showed me a large 
laminated card that listed a number of 
free auto services in the “Neighborhood 
Maintenance Plan” from Windy Ford.

He asked how many vehicles the 
newspaper owned and pointed out we’d 
recover the $59.95 cost with one free 
oil change. When I seemed reluctant to 
purchase the three plans, he offered to 
throw in three more at no charge to give 
to employees or use on personal vehicles. 
Eventually, he convinced me, and I 
agreed to the purchase. When he told me 
to make the check out to Neighborhood 
Maintenance Plan, not to Windy Ford, I 
was suspicious again but I made out the 
check.

I usually tell people that if a deal seems 
too good to be true, it probably is. I should 
listen to my own advice more often.

Last Thursday, Oct. 21, Bill told me 
that Windy Ford was upset about this 
promotion. It was not the promotion they 
agreed on. Bill was working with them on 

ads to explain the situation. The first ad 
was in the Sunday Alva Review-Courier, 
and you can also see it in this edition of the 
Newsgram.

Later Eric Prins from Windy Ford 
stopped by the office to talk with me. He 
went to see City Attorney Rick Cunningham 
to tell his story, and Cunningham referred 
him to Assistant DA Westline Ritter. 
Windy Ford wants charges filed against 
Rich Martinez and his company, Creative 
Promotions. Ritter is looking into it.

Prinz said it all started when Martinez 
approached Service Manager Brian Wallis 
at Windy Ford. Wallis agreed to give one 
half-price oil change per customer. He 
signed an agreement but was never shown 
a copy of the half-price promotion to be 
sold to promote their business. 

Later the dealership received some calls 
asking if the promotion was legit. Thinking 
it was the half-price oil change, they said 
it was. 

It was only last week when someone 
brought in one of the laminated cards that 
they realized what was actually being sold. 
Prins said obviously the dealership can’t 
afford to honor the 600-plus cards given out 
before they notified Martinez by certified 
mail to cease. All the money collected, as 
per the signed agreement, went to Martinez.

So that’s the story behind the ad in 
today’s Newsgram. As always, anyone 
charged in court is considered innocent 
until proven guilty. We don’t know yet if 
any charges will be filed.

A Medicare Scam
Thelma Crouch of Alva came in last 

week to tell her story. It sounded like one 
of those “too good to be true” offers. She 
received a phone call from an Oklahoma 
area code. The caller had her name but 
asked her age. They said she qualified for 
free genetic testing to see if she carried any 
gene that might predispose her children to 
certain diseases. 

Thelma said they mentioned Great Salt 
Plains Health Care in the conversation. 
That’s where she receives care so it 
sounded legitimate. She agreed to let them 
send her the test kit.

A few days later while she was out, 
the box was delivered to her home. She 
started unpacking it but began to question 
the need for this test. She decided to call 
Dr. Linda McMurphy. Thelma learned 
her doctor did not order the test and was 
suspicious of it. 

Since Dr. McMurphy was coming 

to Alva later that day she stopped by to 
look over the kit. She told Thelma it was 
suspicious and didn’t recommend sending 
it back. McMurphy suspected it was a way 
to get money from Medicare. Thelma gave 
her the package and contents and said she 
was going to talk to me.

While waiting for Dr. McMurphy to 
arrive, Thelma had another phone call. 
This one was from Medical Solutions with 
a Florida phone number. They wanted to 
verify she received the package. She told 
them she did, but she had decided not to 
do the test.

Thelma asked me to see what I could 
find out about these tests. A search of the 
internet quickly brought up articles from 
AARP, Consumer Affairs and USA Today. 
AARP invites people to call their helpline 
with possible scams and questions. 
Typically, helpline callers report being told 
by phone that their doctor said they are 
eligible for the free test and if the doctor 
prescribes it, Medicare will foot the bill. 

An uptick in complaints about the so-
called buccal swab tests, which involve 
collecting DNA from cells inside a 
person’s check to screen for cancer, began 
after Medicare issued guidance March 16, 
2019, saying it would cover, on a national 
basis, a Food and Drug Administration-
approved genetic test for patients with 
advanced cancer.

Eligible patients are those with 
recurrent, relapsed, drug-resistant, 
metastatic, or stage III or IV cancer, 
and they must be seeking further cancer 
treatment, such as chemotherapy, the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services says.

CMS officials urge Medicare recipients 
to report concerns about suspicious activity 
to its toll-free number, 800-MEDICARE 
(800-633-4227).

According to the USA Today report 
from Kaiser Health News, the scammers 
bill Medicare for the tests. The patients, 
who might never receive any results, 
typically pay nothing. But they risk 
compromising personal information and 
family medical history. And taxpayers foot 
the bills for tests that may be unnecessary 
or inappropriate. 

Medicare pays an average of $6,000 to 
$9,000 for these tests, and sometimes as 
much as $25,000.

AARP says if anyone other than your 
doctor offers you a genetic test, don’t take 
the bait.

Too good to be true?
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Obituary
LARRY K. BLACK 

Larry K. Black, age 84, was born 
on September 9, 1937, in Salina, 

Kansas, to Dewey 
and Inez Black 
and passed from 
this life in Kiowa, 
Kansas, on October 
25, 2021. Larry 
attended Emporia 
State University 
from 1955 -1959. He 
served in the U.S. 

Army from 1960 to 1962. After his 
time in the Army, he went to work for 
Beechcraft from 1962 to 1999, retiring 
from Beechcraft in October 1999.  

Larry is preceded in death by 
his parents, Inez and Dewey Black; 
brothers, Roger Black and Andy Black; 
sisters, Norma Feaster and Shirley 
Campbell, and nephew, Danny Feaster.

Survivors include three nieces, 
Debbie Conrad, Jill Talley, and Jamie 
Terwort; eight nephews, Jeff Black, Jay 
Black, Ron Campbell, Mark Campbell, 
Bill Black, Bob Black, Chuck Black, 
Rich Black, and other family members 
and friends.

A graveside service for Larry will 
be Saturday, October 30, 2021, at 2 
p.m. at Hardtner-Elwood Cemetery. 
Online condolences may be made at 
www.lanmanmemorials.com.

Memorials may be given to Disabled 
Veterans through the funeral home.

BILLY BRUCE DOLLAR
Bruce Dollar, age 72 of Alva, 

Oklahoma, passed away October 8, 
2021, at Mercy 
Hospital in Joplin, 
Missouri.

Services were 
at 1 p.m. October 
13, 2021 at the First 
Baptist Church in 
Wellington, Texas 
with Derrick Thomas 
of Alva, Oklahoma, 

officiating.
Bruce was born on August 15, 1949, 

in Parmer County, Texas, to Billy Gene 
and Reta Dollar. He graduated from 
Farwell High School in Farwell, Texas, 
in 1967.

On April 8, 1970, Bruce was drafted 
into the United States Army and served 

as a Medical Corpsman. While serving 
in the Vietnam conflict, he was awarded 
the Bronze Star Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Vietnam 
Service Medal, and Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. He was honorably discharged 
on October 11, 1971.

Bruce graduated with a Bachelors 
in Education from West Texas State 
University in 1974, and began teaching 
and coaching in Wellington, Texas, 
immediately following his graduation.

Bruce earned his Masters Degree 
in Sports Administration in 2008 from 
New Mexico Highlands University.

Bruce married Judy Carol Peters 
of Wellington, Texas, on December 
27, 1975, at First Baptist Church 
Wellington. Bruce and Judy welcomed 
their only son, Billy, into the world on 
October 6, 1987, in Amarillo, Texas.

Bruce accepted his first football 
head coaching position in 1980 
at Farwell High School following 
assistant positions in both Wellington 
and Stratford. He went on to be the 
head coach at Stratford, Sanford-
Fritch, Kermit, and Dimmitt before he 
retired after 30 years of teaching and 
coaching in Texas. He then moved on to 
Tularosa, New Mexico, where in 2001 
his Wildcats would win the 2A State 
Football Championship. In 2003, Bruce 
accepted the head coaching position in 
Alamogordo, New Mexico. In 2006 
his Tigers were 5A State Runner-up 
after a loss to Mayfield High School. 
Bruce would go on to Carlsbad and 
Hobbs, New Mexico, before retiring 
in New Mexico. Bruce finished his 
coaching and teaching career in Alva, 
Oklahoma, with his team earning the 
Girls 2A Track and Field State Runner-
Up in 2015. 

Bruce was able to coach his son 
Billy at Alamogordo as well as coach 
alongside him in Hobbs and Alva.

Bruce dedicated 45 years to the 
game of football, and 49 years to 
the education of young men and 
women across Texas, New Mexico, 
and Oklahoma, earning numerous 
achievements and recognitions along 
the way. His faith and his family were 
most important to him, and he spent his 
retirement playing golf, and visiting his 
grandchildren.

Bruce was preceded in death by his 

parents.
He is survived by his wife, Judy 

Dollar of Alva, his son Billy Dollar 
and wife Dusti of Conroe, Texas; 
four grandchildren, Raquel, Brayson, 
Barrett, and Riggen; two brothers, 
Warlick and Dennis, and two sisters, 
Cecilia (Polly) and Natalie.

BETTY LOU MCGOLDEN 
Funeral services for Betty Lou 

McGolden were held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
October 26, 2021, 
at Waynoka First 
Baptist Church with 
Reverend David 
Shaw officiating. 
Interment was in the 
Waynoka Municipal 
Cemetery under the 
direction of Marshall 
Funeral Home of 

Waynoka, LLC. 
Betty Lou McGolden was the 

daughter of the late Ronald Knight and 
Phyllis (Howard) Knight, was born 
June 17, 1942, in Alva, Oklahoma, and 
passed away, October 22, 2021, at her 
home in Waynoka, Oklahoma, at the 
age of 79. 

Betty Lou attended Waynoka 
Schools and graduated with the Class 
of 1960. Betty played basketball and 
was a Railroader Cheerleader. She also 
was an avid swimmer as a young girl. 
After high school she married Donald 
McGolden on October 23, 1960. It is 
their 61st wedding anniversary. They 
traveled to many places together and 
lived in many tiny apartments while 
following Don’s oil field career.

Betty loved to quilt and enjoyed 
making quilts for her friends and 
family. She became an excellent 
fisherman. Betty loved taking care of 
children. She baby sat for several of 
the Waynoka teacher’s children. Later 
in life, Betty co-owned and operated 
Waynoka Quilt Shop. This brought her 
a lot of joy. She also became a licensed 
beautician. 

Granny, as she was called, enjoyed 
her grandchildren, Joe McGolden, Tyler 
McGolden and Breydon Benefield and 
her great grandchild, Gregory Knoxx 

 See Obits Page 14
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McGolden. and loved being with them, 
taking them fishing and to the city pool. 

Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her son, Gregory 
McGolden; and two sisters, Susie Neel 
and Doris Ann Richardson. 

Betty Lou is survived by her 
husband, Don, of Waynoka; her 
daughter, Dawn Benefield of Edmond; 
two brothers, James Knight, wife, 
Cecy, of Ft. Worth,Texas and Tilfred 
Knight, wife, Beth, of Clovis, New 
Mexico; many nieces and nephews 
who lovingly called her Aunt Boop. 
Thank you for being so caring and fun! 

Memorial Contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
Oklahoma Children’s Hospital. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

WILLIAM IVAN MURROW
William Ivan Murrow, 59, 

Haysville, Kansas, passed away Friday, 
October 15, 2021. He 
was born September 
17, 1962, to Jerold 
Murrow and Norleen 
(Polson) Murrow in 
Houston, Texas. 

He was preceded 
in death by his father, 
Jerold Murrow; 
siblings, Shelley 

Loman, Randy Murrow; grandparents, 
Ivan and Ella Polson, William and 
Dora Murrow; and by aunts, uncles and 
cousins. 

William is survived by his wife 
Alisha Murrow; children, Dustin 
Murrow (Amber), Billy Murrow 
(Kimmy), Charles (Ted) Murrow, 
Jayden Speer, Bradley Murrow; 
mother, Norleen Murrow; several 
grandchildren; siblings, Debra (John), 
and Jerry; nieces, nephews, cousins, 
aunts, and an uncle. 

Visitation will be 1 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
with the family present from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m., on Wednesday, October 
27, 2021, and funeral service will 
be 2 p.m., Friday, October 29, 2021, 
both at Smith Mortuary, Mulvane, 
Kansas. Interment will follow at 
Mulvane Cemetery. Visit www.
SmithFamilyMortuaries.com to view 
the livestream of the service.

From Page 8 Obits
PAUL DAVID NUTTER 

Memorial services for Paul Nutter 
will be 3 pm, Saturday, October 30, 

2021, at the First 
Baptist Church. 
Inurnment will be 
in the Memorial Hill 
Cemetery under the 
direction of Marshall 
Funeral Home of 
Waynoka. 

Paul David Nutter 
was born November 

27, 1949, as the eleventh child of Albert 
and Abbie Nutter at Clapper Memorial 
Hospital in Waynoka, Oklahoma, and 
passed away October 21, 2021, at 
Garfield, Kansas, at the age of 71 years, 
10 months and 24 days. 

He attended Rose Valley School 
where he was taught by his older sister, 
Alberta Bissantz, until the ninth grade 
when he transferred to Waynoka High 
School. He married Pamelia Young in 
June 1966, and his son, Matthew Paul, 
was born in 1967. He graduated from 
Waynoka High School in 1968. He 
attended Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University for two years, and he had 
numerous vocational certificates for 
electronics and mechanics. In October 
of 1970, his daughter, Patricia Gail, 
was born. In 1993, Paul and Pamelia 
divorced, and he later met Becky Cope 
who was his wife until her death in 
2018. 

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Becky Cope; one son, Matthew 
Paul Nutter; a stepdaughter, Amanda 
Hall; his parents, Abbie and Albert 
Nutter; two sisters, Francis and her 
husband, Russell Geary, and Alberta 
and her husband, Louis Bissantz; five 
brothers, Pete and wife, Ruth Nutter, 
Jim and wife, Lena Nutter, Allen and 
wife, Emma Lou Nutter, Aaron and 
wife, Dell Nutter, Ray and wife, Jenny 
Nutter; and one sister-in-law, Lois 
Nutter. 

He is survived by a daughter, 
Patricia and husband, Kevin Ford, 
of Garfield, Kansas; a stepdaughter, 
April Stackhouse of Waynoka; three 
granddaughters, Autumn and husband, 
Ryan Weir, of Hillsboro, Kansas, Katie 
Inman of Waynoka, and Hope Hall of 
Alva; four grandsons, Cameron Smith 
of Wichita, Kansas, Blake Inman of 

Waynoka, Lane Inman of Waynoka, 
and Johnny Hall of Alva; and two great 
grandchildren, Kreaklynn and Boone 
Inman of Waynoka. 

Also surviving are two brothers, 
Larry and wife, Jean Nutter, of 
Crescent, and Don Nutter of Waynoka; 
one sister, Linda and husband, Dan 
Strohmeyer, of Waynoka; numerous 
nieces and nephews and a host of other 
family and friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
American Kidney Fund. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

CECIL ROSS VICKERY 
Cecil Ross, son of Susan Odell 

(Vance) and Cecil Fay Vickery, was 
born in Bessemer, 
Alabama, on May 
23, 1964, and passed 
away on October 
23, 2021, in Alva, 
Oklahoma, at the 
age of 57 years and 
5 months.

Cecil attended 
Bessemer School system graduating 
with the class of 1982.

Cecil worked as a manager at the 
local waffle house in Alabama and 
later he went to work at the Southeast 
Bolt and Screw Manufacturing Plant in 
Alabama.

He met the love of his life, Marian 
(Janey) Rubel, in 2000 in Bessemer, 
Alabama. In 2005 they moved to 
Woodward, Oklahoma, to help take 
care of Marion’s father, James Taylor. 

Cecil attended the Woodward Vo-
Tech in oilfield safety later working for 
Patterson Drilling of Woodward. After 
a car accident Cecil was disabled and 
wasn’t able to work and in 2010 they 
moved to Freedom, Oklahoma, to help 
take care of Marion’s mother, Patsy 
James Waggoner.

Cecil was an avid fisherman and 
his last fishing expedition to Colorado 
was around the first of October. He was 
a craftsman with wood and metal, a 
blacksmith, making knifes out of scrap 

 See Obits Page 18
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metal. He won ribbons for his jelly 
preserves at the Woods County Free 
Fair. He loved his dogs, maybe a little 
more than his wife of 21 years.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents and his mother and father-in-
law. 

Cecil is survived by his wife of 
Freedom, Oklahoma; sister, Karen 
Gilley of Phoenix City, Alabama; five 
children, Daniel Scott, Spencer Wagoner 
and significant other Amanda Sanchez, 
Shawn George, Gabrielle Rubel and 
Dakota Rubel; a number of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Freedom Fire and Ambulance 
through Wharton Funeral Chapel. No 
services are planned at this time. 

JAMES GRANVILLE WADLEY 
Memorial services for James 

Granville Wadley will be 11 a.m. 
Saturday, October 30, 2021, at the 
Marshall Funeral Home Chapel 
with Searle Wadley officiating. 
Arrangements are under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral Home of Alva. 

James Granville Wadley was born 
March 11, 1939, in Alva, Oklahoma, to 
Dr. Frank K. Wadley and Garnet Searle 
Wadley. In 1958 he married his high 
school sweetheart, Jarilyn Paul.

Jim died peacefully on July 4, 
2021 at home. He was under Arkansas 
Hospice care and constantly surrounded 
by his wife and family for the last three 
months of his life. 

Jim is survived by his wife 
Jarilyn, two sons, two brothers, 
four grandchildren, and two great 
grandchildren.

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to 
Arkansas Hospice or the charity of your 
choice. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

From Page 14 

Obits

By Marione Martin
Charges have been filed against another 

person in the March 2020 burglary at the 
Vance farm south of Helena on Beckham 
Road. Ronna and Roderick Vance learned 
about a possible break-in from a neighbor, 
went to the site, and notified the Alfalfa 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Property taken from the farm included 
four new television sets still in the box, 
six rifles, a pistol, a propane heater, a 
microwave, tools, floor jacks and coins.

On Dec. 18, 2020, Jared Orie Tullis, 
46, of Enid, was charged with grand 
larceny and burglary in the second degree. 
On Jan. 4, 2021, Charity Ann Beckner 
alias Charity Ann Wade, 37, of Enid, was 
charged with grand larceny and burglary 
in the second degree. On April 4, Jordan 
John of Granite was charged with two 
felony counts of burglary in the second 
degree.

The new felony charge in Alfalfa 
County was filed on Oct. 22 against 
Crystal Gayle Cardoza, 45, of Enid. She 
is charged with conspiracy. This crime is 
punishable by imprisonment for up to ten 
years, or a fine of up to $5,000, or both. A 
warrant has been issued for her arrest.

In a post Miranda warning interview 
on Dec. 28, 2020, Tullis told Deputy T.J. 

Rockenbach and Sheriff Rick Wallace that 
when they returned to Enid from the Vance 
farm, Beckner called her friend Cardoza to 
help them unload the stolen items. 

On June 2, Sheriff Wallace interviewed 
Jordan John with his attorney present. 
John stated he had heard Bryce Colbert’s 
name come up maybe by Cody Sawyer. 
John stated Sawyer might have mentioned 
Colbert buying some stuff from Charity 
Beckner. John said he quit hanging with 
Beckner because she would use people 
just like she used Sawyer to go sell coins. 
John said he got a rifle from Sawyer that 
had been stolen from the Vance farm that 
he (John) had pawned. 

In the interview, John stated that 
Sawyer told him that he (Sawyer), 
Beckner and Wilmont all went to the 
Vance Farm. Sheriff Wallace mentioned 
to John that $600 to $800 was taken by 
Beckner and Sawyer. John said it was 
more than that. Wallace said he heard it 
was probably $20-30 thousand worth of 
coins, and John said probably, it was a lot 
of coins.

John said Crystal Cardoza went to the 
Vance Farm several times and tried to get 
John to go with her. He stated Cardoza 
went in a little blue car and took a bunch 
of rolls of copper wire.

Another person 
charged in Vance 
farm burglary
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Cherokee’s October Stroll was held downtown Saturday with different kinds vendors, craft booths, food trucks and family 
fun. Photo by Desiree Morehead

This 1962 Chevy Impala decked out in white leather interi-
or is on display at the Cherokee Car Show Saturday morn-
ing. Photo by Desiree Morehead

This bright green 1941 Ford sparks with visual energy at 
the Cherokee Car Show. Photo by Desiree Morehead
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By Marione Martin
A Cherokee woman arrested on a 

warrant and larceny of merchandise later 
had drug charges added. 

According to court records, on Oct. 
18 at approximately 8:31 p.m. Cherokee 
Police Chief Ryan McNeil was 
dispatched to the United Supermarket for 
a report of a female who would not leave 
the business after closing time at 8 p.m. 
Upon arriving at the business, McNeil 
observed the woman at the cash registers 
and recognized her as Sierra Bennett. He 
knew she had an active arrest warrant for 
failure to appear through the Cherokee 
Municipal Court.

McNeil approached Bennett and told 
her she was under arrest for the warrant. 
Bennett was placed in handcuffs, during 
which time McNeil discovered she had 
objects hidden in the right sleeve of her 
clothing. The items were discovered to 
be property belonging to the business, 
specifically a package of chewable 
children’s aspirin and a package of 
KY brand lubricating jelly, which the 
business stated had a value of $10.18. 

McNeil advised Bennett she was also 
under arrest for shoplifting along with 
the warrant. Bennett made a statement 
that she took the items because she 
needed them because her liver was 
failing and she had no money. McNeil 
asked if she had any other illegal items 
on her person since she was going to jail, 

and she stated no.
At the jail, Bennett was searched 

by a female jailer for Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office. The jailer discovered 
an item hidden in Bennett’s bra. She 
asked Bennett what it was, and Bennett 
claimed it was her bra. The jailer had 
Bennett remove the item which was 
found to be a small plastic bottle.

The contents of the bottle were 
found to be four tablets of 2mg 
Alprazolam, two 10mg pills of 
Diazepam, and two quarter pills of an 
unknown medical. While searching 
the property brought into the jail by 
Bennett, the jailer discovered two 
additional 2mg tablets of Alprazolam 
in a pink wallet Bennett had on her 
person. Bennett stated that all the pills 
were legally prescribed to her but 
could not explain why they were not 
in prescription bottles with her name 
on them.

While Bennett was being changed 
into jail clothing, a small clear plastic 
cigarette wrapper containing a white 
crystal substance was found inside 
the her right shoe. The substance was 
field-tested by McNeil. The results 
showed a presumptive positive test for 
methamphetamine. Bennett denied the 
item was hers and stated it was not in 
her shoe when she came into the jail.

Bennett initially stated she wanted 
to speak with a lawyer but later said 

she wanted to withdraw that request 
to speak with McNeil. He listened 
to Bennett who said she had been 
clean for over sixty days, and that she 
was passing her drug tests. Bennett 
explained that she was doing good 
and wanted to get her children back. 
According to the affidavit, Bennett 
said she got the methamphetamine 
from another person who she did not 
identify and that she was going to sell 
the meth to someone else because she 
needed the money.

Sierra Bennett, 28, of Cherokee, 
has been charged with distribution 
of a controlled dangerous substance 
– including possession with intent 
to distribute and with bringing 
contraband drugs into jail, both 
felonies. The distribution charged is 
punishable by imprisonment for up to 
seven years to life and/or a fine of up 
to $100,000. The contraband charge is 
punishable by imprisonment for one to 
five years, or a fine of $100 to $1,000, 
or both such fine and imprisonment.

Bennett is also charged with 
three misdemeanors: (1) larceny 
of merchandise from a retailer, (2) 
possession of controlled dangerous 
substance and (3) unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia.

Bennett’s bond has been set at 
$10,000, and her next court appearance 
is set for Nov. 3.

An arrest warrant led to drug 
charges for Cherokee woman
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By Marione Martin
This is a busy time of year for the 

Woods County Excise Board as they 
approve budgets from various county 
entities in addition to their regular work. 
The excise board met Monday afternoon 
in a special meeting at the courthouse 
with board members Joe Shirley, Bob 
Seivert and Chris Olson attending. 
Also at the meeting were County Clerk 
Shelley Reed and County Assessor 
Renetta Benson.

Board members approved the 
following monthly appropriations:

District #1Highway Cash 
$147,954.37

District #2 Highway Cash 
$148,083.86

District #3 Highway Cash 
$148,417.08

District #1 CBRI Fund-105 
$13,301.63

District #2 CBRI Fund-105 
$13,301.64 

District #3 CBRI Fund-105 
$13,301.64 

Enhanced 911 $15,331.80
Assessor’s Fee $157.00
County Clerk’s Lien Fee 

$2,251.08
County Clerk’s Preservation Fee 

$2,200.00
Sheriff’s Revolving Fund $1,169.33
Treasurer’s Resale $1,730.71
Sheriff’s Commissary $28.82
Sheriff’s Service Fee, CHS $7,288.99
Mortgage Tax $170.00
Sheriff Drug Task Force $503.00
Federal Rescue Plan Act of 2021 

$436.05
Court Clerk Salary $4,302.76
Court Clerk Records Mgmt & Pres 

$229.75
2021-22 Budgets

Excise board members examined and 
approved the following budgets for the 
2021-22 fiscal year:

Woods County: $12,609,331.47 
General

Woods County 522 EMS:  
$577,521.20 General

Woods County Health: $1,105,672.35 
General

NW Career Tech Center V-10: 
$12,932,442.27 General   

NW Career Tech Center V-10: 
$3,931,159.03 Building 

Alva Public School I-1: 

$15,547,041.76 General   
Alva Public School I-1: 

$3,298,639.32 Building
Alva Public School I-1: $700,139.93  

Child Nutrition
Freedom Public School I-6: 

$1,413,885.73 General   
Freedom Public School I-6: 

$238.689.04 Building 
Freedom Public School I-6: 

$64,722.40 Child Nutrition
Waynoka Public School I-3: 

$12,801,784.67 General 
Waynoka Public School I-3: 

$2,915,543.84 Building 
Waynoka Public School I-3: 

$1,090,675.39 New Sinking
Town of Freedom: $95,664.72
Town of Dacoma: $416,691.95
Woods County Visual Inspection: 

$199,027.00
Acknowledgment to the board 

given by County Clerk Reed regarding 
the transfer of appropriations within 
the Highway Fund from D#1 from the 
CIRB account to D#1 personal services 
account in the amount of $17,506.64 and 
D#2 CIRB to D#2 personal services in 
the amount of $17,506.63.

Woods County Excise Board 
approves annual budgets

passed the 2022 REAP Grant Resolution 
for RWD #3 for recommended DEQ 
water tower maintenance.

Each of the commissioners receives 
CIRB funds from the state. Hamil and 
McMurphy have been transferring 
those funds into an account to cover 
payroll. Smiley is leaving the funds 
for his district in the original account 
for now. The commissioners approved 
transferring Highway CIRB funds to the 
Highway Personal Services accounts 
for Hamil’s District 1 in the amount 
of $17,903.86 and for McMurphy’s 
District 2 in the amount of $17,903.87.

The commissioners approved 
payroll, warrants and claims. 

30, 2022, is about $872,000 less than 
the previous year. This year the county 
budgeted $12.6 million. The Health 
Fund is budgeted for $1.1 million. 

The three commissioners approved 
the budget during their Monday 
morning meeting at the courthouse. 
Present for the meeting were 
Commissioners Randy McMurphy, 
David Hamil and John Smiley. Also at 
the meeting were County Clerk Shelley 
Reed and Commissioners’ Assistant 
Amy Grimsley.

The commissioners discussed and 
approved the Rural Water District No. 3 
(RWD#3) application for a 2022 REAP 
grant in the amount of $65,000. They also 

By Marione Martin
The Woods County estimate of needs 

budget for the fiscal year ending June 

Woods County budget 
$872,000 lower for this year
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The Woods County Health 
Department is now accepting booster 
dose appointments for all three 
authorized or approved Covid-19 
vaccines in the United States; Pfizer, 
Moderna and J&J. 

For those who received Pfizer-
BioNTech or Moderna Covid-19 
vaccines, the following groups are 
eligible for a booster shot at six 
months or more after their initial (two 
dose) series:

- 65 years and older
- Age 18+ who live in long-

term care settings
- Age 18+ who have underlying 

medical conditions

- Age 18+ who work or live in 
high-risk settings

Booster doses are also 
recommended for those who received 
the Janssen (J&J) Covid-19 vaccine. 
The requirement for the Janssen 
booster is you must be 18 and older 
and the initial Janssen vaccine must 
have been received two or more 
months prior to getting the Janssen 
booster dose. 

CDC’s recommendation now 
allows for the choice of vaccine 
given as the booster dose. Eligible 
individuals may prefer the vaccine 
they originally received, and others 
may prefer a different booster. 

Visit with your primary care 
physician with questions or concerns 
about receiving a different booster 
than the initial vaccine given to you. 

“We are prepared and ready to 
serve our communities and eligible 
individuals with this next step in 
protecting Oklahomans against 
Covid-19,” said Regional Director 
Terri Salisbury. “Our County Health 
Departments and District 1 Mobile 
Units are happy to assist with booster 
doses right away.”

To schedule an appointment, call 
the Woods County Health Department 
at 580-327-3192 or visit vaccinate.
ok.gov for available appointments. 

Booster doses now available 
for Moderna and Janssen 
Covid-19 vaccines

By Stacy Sanborn
In last week’s Alfalfa County 

commissioner story, it was reported 
there were no changes to district 
boundaries. Though accurate and no 
actual boundaries changed, there was 
a slight change in population, causing 
residents of Nescatunga to be added 
to commissioner Marvin Woodall’s 
district. This moves their polling place 
to Jet. 

This week, the commissioners – 
Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague and Mike 
Roach – signed approval on their usual 
documents and then addressed the other 
items on the agenda. 

The AirMed Care Network needed 
some paperwork signed (commissioners 
recently signed AirMed papers on the 
county’s end). The three men signed 
those and then approved a request 
for the removal of Troy Shepard as a 
requisitioning officer and the addition 
of Jennifer Hensley. They also added 

Alfalfa County looking to hire
part-time help for 911 department

Kama Walcott as a receiving officer for 
the Alfalfa County Fairgrounds. 

Next, commissioners approved 
using the courthouse lawn for a worship 

service on Veteran’s Day, and finally, 
agreed for 911 Director Sarah Wagner 
to advertise hiring a part-time employee 
for her department.  
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By Yvonne Miller
When the Kiowa City Council 

opened their October meeting they were 
in for a few surprises. Councilmember 
Jason Thayer told his fellow councilmen 
he might not be there for the next 
meeting. In fact, he might be moving 
1,500 miles away. “Just a heads up,” he 
said. 

City Administrator Sam Demel said 
the City of Kiowa received word that 
a Kiowa High School alum plans to 
give the city or some entity in Kiowa 
a $200,000 gift for water conservation. 
Demel said until the gift is finalized no 
details will be released.

Mayor Bill Watson was present 
along with council members Brian Hill, 
B.J. Duvall, Thayer, Tom Wells, Janet 
Robison. City Attorney Brandon Ritcha 
was also present along with City Clerk 
Sheila Smith.

Demel reported on Kiowa’s major 
waterline replacement project. BG 
Consultants who is the lead on the 
project held their meeting with city 
officials and others that day. The 
transmission line on Tri City Road to 
Hazelton from the city water wells near 
Sharon is 72 percent, he said. The water 
line replacement in Kiowa is 66 percent 
complete. Demel spoke of a gas line 
issue that is still unresolved regarding 
an additional 20 extra hours of work and 
roughly $38,000 cost.

The council approved a payment 

request from NOWAK, who is doing the 
line replacement for $397,674.78. Also 
approved was a $58,309.26 for BG.

Commissioner Harbaugh Explains 
Economic Development Interlocal 

Agreement
Barber County Commissioner 

Paul Harbaugh attended the meeting 
to explain an interlocal economic 
development agreement with Barber 
County, Medicine Lodge and Kiowa. 
The idea is to bring jobs and businesses 
to the county; retain young people to 
this area; improve the housing industry 
as there is a housing shortage in the 
county presently; improve the already 
“great” health care; and more.

Harbaugh reminded that in 2012 
an interlocal agreement for economic 
development was formed with the county 
putting in $60,000; Medicine Lodge 
putting in $25,000;and Kiowa putting 
in $15,000. Harbaugh said eventually 
some people got upset as they didn’t 
feel it was transparent. Kiowa’s council 
decided not to pay their share any longer 
and lost their two board seats.

Harbaugh said they are trying to get 
a new team together to move ahead and 
benefit the entire county. If Kiowa will 
join, Harbaugh said they can have a 
voting member on the new board. The 
board would hire a director. That person 
will seek grants and other revenue 
sources. 

Mayor Watson said the city must 
check their finances before committing. 
Council wants to consider the possibility 
before they decide. Harbaugh said they 
need to know by November “because 
we want to try and have everything  in 
place by January 1.” 

“It’s best for the county to work 
together,” Harbaugh said.

Kiowa’s Police Department and the 
county entered a mutual agreement.
Fall Clean-up Dates, Other Council 

Action and Reports
The council set  fall clean-up dates. 

This is when residents can set unwanted 
items on their curbs for others to take or 
have the city trash trucks pick up. No 
items like appliances, paint or tires are 
accepted.

Clean-up days for the north side 
of town is ongoing. Pickup is this 

Thursday, Oct. 28. The south side of 
town will have the same service Nov. 
1-4.

A discussion ensued about the city 
picking up cardboard for businesses 
including the new Family Dollar/Dollar 
Tree Store and the best day to do it. 

When Police Chief Travis Petersen 
gave his report, Robison said she 
appreciates the chief going to EMS calls 
and helping.

City Superintendent John Duvall 
reported on several projects such as: 
rebuilding equipment; chip/seal on the 
streets; lower water pressure will be felt 
while the south water tower is cleaned. 
He planned to schedule a power outage 
for maintenance that will be two-to-four 
hours in the night. As of this Tuesday 
it’s not yet scheduled.

Fire Chief Bill Duvall said he needs 
to buy fire hose, etc. He once again 
requested to know how much is in his 
budget before he purchases anything. 
This led to a spirited discussion of 
why many departments don’t know the 
amount they have in their budget to 
make purchases.

“I was dumbfounded about why it 
can’t be simple what the fire department 
budget is,” Robison said. Hill said there 
is always a question about various 
department’s budgets for years.

Demel presented the council 
members with sheets he made that show 
the budget of each department. He said 
this is so department heads can see 
where they are at.

Demel said the city has collected 
$91,348.92 of the nearly $130,000 they 
need to pay the arctic blast bill from 
February.

The city’s display window will be 
filled with school art and from the art 
studio, Demel said. 

In council items Robison said she 
hopes the plans to demolish the old 
hospital is still in the works. “It’s an 
eyesore,” she said. She also told her 
peers, “We’ve got to stay on the Helfrich 
drainage issue!”

Hill said a property on south 11th 
street needs cleaned-up. B.J. Duvall 
said there are more drainage issues to 
address. Also the city needs to sell old 
equipment.

City of Kiowa water project well over half 
way finished, have unexpected news
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By Yvonne Miller
This Sunday is not only Halloween, 

but it’s Kiowa’s Fall Fest from 2 to 5 
p.m.

New school museum to be open 
during Kiowa’s Fall Fest Sunday
Bake sale

An early-day schoolroom with the old blackboard evokes days gone by. Photo by 
Yvonne Miller

Now, that’s a wheelchair from the old 
Kiowa Hospital. You’ll find that and 
more at the Kiowa School Museum on 
Main Street. Photo by Yvonne Miller

There’s all kinds of fun games, 
pumpkin carving and decorating 
contests, and Halloween costume 
contests. A highlight is the meat 
smoking contest and meal served 
downtown at 5 p.m.

If you haven’t stopped by the new 
Kiowa School Museum it will be 
opened Sunday during Fall Fest from 
2 to 5 p.m. The museum is located 
in the former RSI building at Main 
Street and 6th. The City of Kiowa 

gifted the RSI building to the Kiowa 
Historical Society. 

The society members worked 
diligently in the heat this summer 
getting great items from Kiowa High 
School and South Barber moved in 
and displayed. 

It’s a trip down memory lane for 
alums and citizens. You’ll see school 
items from panel boards to score 

 See Museum Page 35
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By Mae Anderson
NEW YORK (AP) — The Perfect 

Pigg, a gift shop owned by Ginger Pigg, 
is the go-to place for residents of Cum-
ming, Georgia, to pick up gift items like 
kids toys and home goods. 

But this year, store shelves might be 
a little sparse. Because of bottlenecks in 
the global supply chain, many stores like 
Pigg’s are scrambling to try to get all the 
inventory they can ahead of the crucial 
holiday shopping season. 

“I’m a little stressed,” said Pigg, who 
has about 60% of the Christmas inven-
tory she usually has at this time. Some 
stock she ordered in July hasn’t arrived 
yet. “I feel like I’ve done everything I 
could do,” she said. “I’m hoping and 
praying it all comes in.”

The global supply chain has been 
buffeted by a multitude of problems, 
from factories having to close due to 
COVID-19 surges, a lack of containers 
to ship items in, backups at ports and 
warehouses, and a shortage of truckers. 

While bigger retailers like Walmart 
and Target have the power to buy their 
own containers, use air freight and take 
other steps to make sure they get inven-
tory, smaller retailers are at the mercy of 
their vendors, who are increasingly sus-
pending delivery guarantees and some-
times not communicating at all.

For Pigg, a pepper jelly she sells usu-
ally has a two-week turnaround time; 
now it takes four to six weeks to arrive, 
with no guarantee it will arrive at all. An 
order she placed for the jelly in July got 
delivered in October. And she’s having 
trouble getting miscellaneous things, 
like shopping bags, and candles, due to 
shortages of the wicks and glass jars the 
candles come in.

“It’s just been one thing after anoth-
er,” she said.

Last year, Renee Silverman, own-
er of Irv’s Luggage in Vernon, Illinois, 
didn’t buy luggage ahead of the holidays 
– no one was traveling. This year, people 
are traveling and in need of luggage – 
but now the problem is finding luggage 
to sell them.

Inventory that was supposed to 
come in August and September has been 
pushed back to December due to supply 
problems. Silverman has tried spreading 

orders between five or six vendors, such 
as Samsonite and Ricardo Beverly Hills. 

Meanwhile, prices are rising due to a 
surge in shipping costs. At this time last 
year, ocean freight rates from China to 
the U.S. West Coast were $3,847 per 40-
foot container. Now, the same container 
will cost $17,377 to ship, according to 
Freightos, a Hong Kong-based online 
freight marketplace.

Most vendors Silverman works with 
have raised prices one or two times over 
the past six months to offset the rising 
costs — normally they raise prices once 
every several years. So, she tried to place 
orders ahead of the price increases.

“I feel like I have 14 plates spinning 
in the air, not knowing what’s coming 
when,” she said. “Vendors don’t call 
back or don’t have answers.”

Most of the delays involve invento-
ry coming from China, and to a lesser 
extent Thailand, she said. Her vendors 
have told her the delays stem from ports 
being backed up.

The average time it takes for ocean 
freight to go door-to-door has increased 
45% over the last year, from 51 days to 
74 days, according to Freightos. Ports 
in Los Angeles and Long Beach, Cali-
fornia, account for 40% of all shipping 
containers entering the United States. As 
of Monday evening, 73 container ships 
were at anchor, waiting to unload.

Normally, there’s no wait for con-
tainer ships to unload, said Kevin Ke-

tels, a lecturer in global supply chain 
management at Wayne State University.

“These are major delays,” he said.
Rob Pickering, owner of five Snap-

doodle Toys & Games stores in the Se-
attle area, said ordering for the holidays 
has “been a real struggle.”

Big holiday orders that are typically 
placed in August were instead moved up 
to July. So, the company’s warehouse 
and stockrooms are fuller than normal 
for this time of year. 

Still, some items that Pickering or-
dered in June and July haven’t arrived. 
Some smaller toy makers have already 
stopped taking and filling any more or-
ders for the holidays. Some popular 
items, including Ravensburger puzzles 
and Bruder trucks, both imported from 
Germany, are likely to be gone from 
shelves long before Christmas, Picker-
ing said.

“We are telling our customers to buy 
it when you see it, and don’t plan on 
hoping to buy it later in the season,” he 
said.

Some retailers have shifted produc-
tion or created their own private label 
products to try to have more control over 
the stock they have on shelves.

Chris Lynch is co-founder of Every-
day California, in La Jolla, California, a 
clothing brand with an online store and 
retail store, along with an adventure tour 

“Buy it when you see it.” Retailers 
dread holiday shortages

 See Buy Page 41
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when it comes to divisive public health 
issues like vaccines, engagement-based 
ranking only emphasizes polarization, 
disagreement, and doubt.

To study ways to reduce vaccine 
misinformation, Facebook researchers 
changed how posts are ranked for more 
than 6,000 users in the U.S., Mexico, 
Brazil, and the Philippines. Instead of 
seeing posts about vaccines that were 
chosen based on their popularity, these 
users saw posts selected for their trust-
worthiness.

The results were striking: a near-
ly 12% decrease in content that made 
claims debunked by fact-checkers and 
an 8% increase in content from author-
itative public health organizations such 
as the WHO or U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control. Those users also had a 7% de-
crease in negative interactions on the 
site. 

Employees at the company reacted to 
the study with exuberance, according to 
internal exchanges included in the whis-
tleblower’s documents. 

“Is there any reason we wouldn’t do 
this?” one Facebook employee wrote in 
response to an internal memo outlining 
how the platform could rein in anti-vac-
cine content.

Facebook said it did implement many 
of the study’s findings — but not for an-
other month, a delay that came at a piv-
otal stage of the global vaccine rollout.

In a statement, company spokes-
woman Dani Lever said the internal doc-
uments “don’t represent the considerable 
progress we have made since that time 
in promoting reliable information about 
COVID-19 and expanding our policies 
to remove more harmful COVID and 
vaccine misinformation.”

The company also said it took time 
to consider and implement the changes.

Yet the need to act urgently couldn’t 
have been clearer: At that time, states 
across the U.S. were rolling out vaccines 
to their most vulnerable — the elderly 
and sick. And public health officials were 
worried. Only 10% of the population had 
received their first dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine. And a third of Americans were 

In an emailed statement, Facebook 
said it has made “considerable progress” 
this year with downgrading vaccine mis-
information in users’ feeds. 

Facebook’s internal discussions 
were revealed in disclosures made to 
the Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion and provided to Congress in re-
dacted form by former Facebook em-
ployee-turned-whistleblower Frances 
Haugen’s legal counsel. The redacted 
versions received by Congress were ob-
tained by a consortium of news organi-
zations, including The Associated Press.

The trove of documents shows that 
in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Facebook carefully investigated how its 
platforms spread misinformation about 
life-saving vaccines. They also reveal 
rank-and-file employees regularly sug-
gested solutions for countering anti-vac-
cine content on the site, to no avail. The 
Wall Street Journal reported  on some of 
Facebook’s efforts to deal with anti-vac-
cine comments last month. 

Facebook’s response raises questions 
about whether the company prioritized 
controversy and division over the health 
of its users. 

“These people are selling fear and 
outrage,” said Roger McNamee, a Sil-
icon Valley venture capitalist and early 
investor in Facebook who is now a vocal 
critic. “It is not a fluke. It is a business 
model.”

Typically, Facebook ranks posts 
by engagement — the total number of 
likes, dislikes, comments, and reshares. 
That ranking scheme may work well 
for innocuous subjects like recipes, dog 
photos, or the latest viral singalong. But 
Facebook’s own documents show that 

By David Klepper and Amanda 
Seitz

WASHINGTON (AP) — In March, 
as claims about the dangers and ineffec-
tiveness of coronavirus vaccines spun 
across social media and undermined 
attempts to stop the spread of the virus, 
some Facebook  employees thought they 
had found a way to help. 

By altering how posts about vaccines 
are ranked in people’s newsfeeds, re-
searchers at the company realized they 
could curtail the misleading informa-
tion individuals saw about COVID-19 
vaccines and offer users posts from le-
gitimate sources like the World Health 
Organization. 

“Given these results, I’m assuming 
we’re hoping to launch ASAP,” one 
Facebook employee wrote, responding 
to the internal memo about the study. 

Instead, Facebook shelved some sug-
gestions from the study. Other changes 
weren’t made until April. 

When another Facebook researcher 
suggested disabling some comments on 
vaccine posts in March until the plat-
form could do a better job of tackling 
anti-vaccine messages lurking in them, 
that proposal was ignored at the time.

Critics say the reason Facebook was 
slow to take action on the ideas is sim-
ple: The tech giant worried it might im-
pact the company’s profits. 

“Why would you not remove com-
ments? Because engagement is the only 
thing that matters,” said Imran Ahmed, 
the CEO of the Center for Counter-
ing Digital Hate, an internet watchdog 
group. “It drives attention and attention 
equals eyeballs and eyeballs equal ad 
revenue.”

Facebook froze as anti-vaccine 
comments swarmed users

 See Facebook Page 40
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Newspaper Pagination
Position

  The Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
is taking applications for a part-time

position designing pages for our
publications. Work is in the afternoons

and evenings, four days per week 
including Saturdays.

  Knowledge of Adobe InDesign and
Photoshop is helpful although 

experience with other pagination
software will be considered.

Knowledge of the usual
computer software is expected.

20-30 hours per week

 

Two part-time positions at Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

News Writing
Position

The Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
is seeking a part-time news reporter.

This position could require some
night and weekend assignments
covering meetings and events

mainly in Alva. 

Strong writing skills are a must.
Applicants will be required to provide

samples of their writing. Use of
computer word processing programs

is expected. An ability to meet
news deadlines is also required.

Email resume to  or mailmarione@alvareviewcourier.net
to Alva Review-Courier, 620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK 73717 



October 27, 2021 Page 34Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

cretion that the (district) court made this 
pivot?” Justice Dan Biles asked during 
the hearing.

The Supreme Court did not say when 
it would issue a decision. It declined  in 
August to put the law applying to coun-
ties on hold temporarily while consider-
ing the case involving the school district. 

Both the law applying to counties 
and the earlier law applying to school 
districts arose from the Republican-con-
trolled Legislature’s opposition to Demo-
cratic Gov. Laura Kelly’s response to the 
coronavirus pandemic and later, local re-
strictions. Lawmakers rewrote the state’s 
emergency management laws several 
times.

Attorney General Derek Schmidt, a 
Republican running for governor, has ar-
gued that Johnson County District Judge 
David Hauber never should have ruled 
on the constitutionality of the law ap-
plying to counties. The case before him 
— and now before the Supreme Court 
— involved parents upset with a mask 
mandate imposed last year by the Shaw-
nee Mission school district in the Kansas 
City area.

“Courts do not decide moot issues, 
particularly moot constitutional issues,” 
Brant Laue, the state’s solicitor general, 
told the court.

But Greg Goheen, an attorney for 
the Shawnee Mission school district, 
argued that the lower-court judge didn’t 
abuse his authority because counties 
can impose mask mandates that apply 
to schools. Counties still face a “very 
unworkable” deadline for settling legal 
challenges to COVID-19 restrictions, he 
said. 

“And I think the (lower) court has the 
ability to raise that issue,” Goheen said.

The law says that if a judge doesn’t 
rule on a lawsuit over county restrictions 
within 10 days, the people challenging 
them prevail automatically. Chief Justice 
Marla Luckert suggested the provision is 
a “pretty heavy enforcement measure.”

Luckert added, “Isn’t there some 
right to have a day in court?”

But Laue argued that the Legislature 
has “a great deal of authority” in dictat-
ing how the state manages emergencies 
like the coronavirus pandemic.

Kansas court wonders: Is it 
too late to rule on COVID law?
By John Hanna

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas’ 
top court wrestled Tuesday with wheth-
er a state law requiring judges to issue 
quick decisions after people file lawsuits 
against county COVID-19 restrictions is 
constitutional.

The state Supreme Court heard argu-
ments from attorneys on a law enacted in 
March that requires district courts to rule 
within 10 days when someone sues over a 
county restriction. Three of the seven jus-
tices expressed skepticism during a Zoom 
hearing that the law is constitutional. 

But the court is considering an ap-
peal in a case involving a lawsuit against 
a mask mandate imposed last year by a 
school district in Johnson County, the 
state’s most populous county. And school 
districts aren’t covered by the law that 
applies to counties — and a separate one 
mandating the same expedited legal pro-

cess in lawsuits against school districts 
expired in June.

Kansas courts generally don’t rule 
when there’s not a live case involving 
parties needing a legal question resolved. 
Nevertheless, in July, a Johnson County 
judge handling the lawsuit against the 
school district struck down the law ap-
plying to county restrictions. He conclud-
ed that it denied counties their right to 
due legal process and interfered with the 
courts’ power to handle their own busi-
ness.

Supreme Court justices first must de-
cide whether the case should have been 
dead before it reached them, then wheth-
er the law applying to county COVID-19 
restrictions violates the Kansas Consti-
tution. If it says yes to the first question, 
district courts still will have to rule quick-
ly on lawsuits against counties. 

“Do we look at it as an abuse of dis-
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When the KHS classes of 1970 and 1971 had their 50th reunion this Labor Day 
classmates met and reminisced, strolling down memory lane at the school mu-
seum. Graduate Linda Ives Hawkins enjoyed visiting with Stan Michael. Photo  
by Yvonne Miller

From Page 30 Museum

The vintage pieces from the old hospi-
tal are a hit with the school museum 
crowd. Photo by Yvonne Miller

boards. Other interesting items are 
from the old hospital. 

Historical society member Gayla 
Reed said the group is having a 
bake sale. They are giving away free 
yearbooks and South Barber plaques.

Go hunt the treasures and hide 
from the ghosts and goblins outside!
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The 
chief COVID officer for the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma said Tuesday 
that a decline in coronavirus cases 
statewide is likely due to more peo-
ple being vaccinated combined with 
natural immunity of those previously 
infected, but he warns of a potential 
surge.

The seven-day average of virus 
cases in Oklahoma on Monday fell 
below 1,000 for the first time since 

late July, according to the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health.

Dr. Dale Bratzler said Tuesday 
that he is concerned the decline will 
lead to complacency in protecting 
against the virus.

“We’re seeing cases peak in some 
of the northern, colder states ... as 
people start coming inside” and virus 
variants emerge, Bratzler said.

The health department on Tues-
day reported a seven-day average of 

805 cases daily, four more than Mon-
day, the first day since July 26 that 
the average was below 1,000.

The daily average reached a high 
of 2,806 on August 30 as a summer 
surge of cases blamed on the delta 
variant moved across the state.

The federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention data shows 
49.7% of Oklahomans are fully vac-
cinated and 58.9% have received at 
least one dose of a vaccine.

Seven-day average of Oklahoma 
virus cases dips below 1,000

By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Okla-

homa’s Supreme Court on Monday 
blocked three anti-abortion laws that 
were scheduled to take effect Nov. 1 that 
abortion rights supporters say would 
have devastated abortion access in the 
state.

In a 5-3 ruling , the court granted a 
temporary injunction that keeps the laws 
from taking effect. All three appointees 
of Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt dissent-
ed, and one judge didn’t vote.

One law would have required all doc-
tors who perform abortions in Oklahoma 

to be board certified in obstetrics and 
gynecology, which would have forced 
about half the abortion providers in 
Oklahoma to stop providing abortions. 
The other two would create new restric-
tions on medication-induced abortions.

“The Oklahoma Supreme Court rec-
ognized that these laws would cause ir-
reparable harm to Oklahomans,” Nancy 
Northup, president and CEO of the New 
York-based Center for Reproductive 
Rights, which helped challenge the laws, 
said in a statement. “All of these laws 
have the same goal: to make it harder to 
get an abortion in Oklahoma. We will 

continue to fight in court to ensure these 
laws are struck down for good. Politi-
cians should not be meddling in the pri-
vate health decisions of Oklahomans.” 

A spokeswoman for Attorney Gen-
eral John O’Connor didn’t immediately 
comment on the high court’s ruling.

Earlier this month, a district court 
judge temporarily blocked two other 
new anti-abortion laws from taking ef-
fect next month, including a measure 
similar to a Texas abortion ban that ef-
fectively bans the procedure after about 
six weeks of pregnancy. 

But District Judge Cindy Truong al-
lowed the three other anti-abortion laws 
to take effect Nov. 1, prompting the ap-
peal to the state Supreme Court. 

Abortion clinics in Oklahoma already 
are being overwhelmed by patients from 
Texas, where the U.S. Supreme Court al-
lowed a law to take effect on Sept. 1 that 
made it illegal to perform abortions once 
medical professionals can detect cardi-
ac activity, which is usually around the 
sixth week of pregnancy.

About 11 women from Texas re-
ceived abortion services at the Trust 
Women clinic in Oklahoma City in Au-
gust. That number increased to 110 last 
month, said Rebecca Tong, co-execu-
tive director of Trust Women. Similar 
increases are being reported at abortion 
clinics in Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana 
and New Mexico.

Oklahoma Supreme Court 
blocks 3 new anti-abortion laws
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From Page 32 Facebook
thinking about skipping the shot entirely, 
according to a poll from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research.

Despite this, Facebook employees 
acknowledged they had “no idea” just 
how bad anti-vaccine sentiment was 
in the comments sections on Facebook 
posts. But company research in Febru-
ary found that as much as 60% of the 
comments on vaccine posts were an-
ti-vaccine or vaccine reluctant.

“That’s a huge problem and we need 
to fix it,” the presentation on March 9 
read. 

Even worse, company employees 
admitted they didn’t have a handle on 
catching those comments. And if they 
did, Facebook didn’t have a policy in 
place to take the comments down. The 
free-for-all was allowing users to swarm 
vaccine posts from news outlets or hu-
manitarian organizations with negative 
comments about vaccines. 

“Our ability to detect (vaccine hesi-
tancy) in comments is bad in English — 
and basically non-existent elsewhere,” 
another internal memo posted on March 
2 said. 

Los Angeles resident Derek Beres, 
an author and fitness instructor, sees 
anti-vaccine content thrive in the com-
ments every time he promotes immuni-
zations on his accounts on Instagram, 
which is owned by Facebook. Last year, 
Beres began hosting a podcast with 
friends after they noticed conspiracy 
theories about COVID-19 and vaccines 
were swirling on the social media feeds 
of popular health and wellness influenc-
ers.

Earlier this year, when Beres post-
ed a picture of himself receiving the 
COVID-19 shot, some on social media 
told him he would likely drop dead in six 
months’ time.

“The comments section is a dump-
ster fire for so many people,” Beres said.

Anti-vaccine comments on Facebook 
grew so bad that even as prominent pub-
lic health agencies like UNICEF and the 
World Health Organization were urging 
people to take the vaccine, the organiza-
tions refused to use free advertising that 
Facebook had given them to promote 
inoculation, according to the documents. 

Some Facebook employees had an 
idea. While the company worked to 
hammer out a plan to curb all the an-
ti-vaccine sentiment in the comments, 
why not disable commenting on posts 
altogether? 

“Very interested in your proposal to 
remove ALL in-line comments for vac-
cine posts as a stopgap solution until we 
can sufficiently detect vaccine hesitancy 
in comments to refine our removal,” one 
Facebook employee wrote on March 2. 

The suggestion went nowhere until 
mid-April, when Lever said the compa-
ny stopped showing previews of popular 
comments on vaccine posts.

Instead, Facebook CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg announced on March 15 that 
the company would start labeling posts 
about vaccines that described them as 
safe. 

The move allowed Facebook to con-
tinue to get high engagement — and 
ultimately profit — off anti-vaccine 
comments, said Ahmed of the Center for 
Countering Digital Hate. 

“They were trying to find ways to 
not reduce engagement but at the same 
time make it look like they were trying 
to make some moves toward cleaning up 
the problems that they caused,” he said. 

It’s unrealistic to expect a multi-bil-
lion-dollar company like Facebook to 
voluntarily change a system that has 
proven to be so lucrative, said Dan Brah-
my, CEO of Cyabra, an Israeli tech firm 
that analyzes social media networks and 
disinformation. Brahmy said govern-
ment regulations may be the only thing 
that could force Facebook to act.

“The reason they didn’t do it is be-
cause they didn’t have to,” Brahmy said. 
“If it hurts the bottom line, it’s undo-
able.”

Bipartisan legislation in the U.S. 
Senate would require social media plat-
forms to give users the option of turning 
off algorithms tech companies use to or-

ganize individuals’ newsfeeds. 
Sen. John Thune, R-South Dakota, 

a sponsor of the bill, asked Facebook 
whistleblower Haugen to describe the 
dangers of engagement-based ranking 
during her testimony before Congress 
earlier this month.

She said there are other ways of 
ranking content — for instance, by the 
quality of the source, or chronological-
ly — that would serve users better. The 
reason Facebook won’t consider them, 
she said, is that they would reduce en-
gagement.

“Facebook knows that when they 
pick out the content ... we spend more 
time on their platform, they make more 
money,” Haugen said. 

Haugen’s leaked documents also re-
veal that a relatively small number of 
Facebook’s anti-vaccine users are re-
warded with big pageviews under the 
tech platform’s current ranking system. 

Internal Facebook research present-
ed on March 24 warned that most of the 
“problematic vaccine content” was com-
ing from a handful of areas on the plat-
form. In Facebook communities where 
vaccine distrust was highest, the report 
pegged 50% of anti-vaccine pageviews 
on just 111 — or .016% — of Facebook 
accounts. 

“Top producers are mostly users seri-
ally posting (vaccine hesitancy) content 
to feed,” the research found.

On that same day, the Center for 
Countering Digital Hate published an 
analysis of social media posts that esti-
mated just a dozen Facebook users were 
responsible for 73% of anti-vaccine 
posts on the site between February and 
March. It was a study that Facebook’s 
leaders in August told the public was 
“faulty,” despite the internal research 
published months before that confirmed 
a small number of accounts drive an-
ti-vaccine sentiment.

Earlier this month, an AP-NORC 
poll found  that most Americans blame 
social media companies, like Facebook, 
and their users for misinformation. 

But Ahmed said Facebook shouldn’t 
just shoulder blame for that problem. 

“Facebook has taken decisions 
which have led to people receiving mis-
information which caused them to die,” 
Ahmed said. “At this point, there should 
be a murder investigation.” 
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business. 
He has been experiencing supply 

chain issues “across the board,” he said. 
COVID-19 cases surged in Vietnam in 
July and August, forcing some factories 
that make hats and other headwear to 
shut down. And there have been trans-
portation problems with manufacturers 
in China, where he gets items like hood-
ies and sweatshirts.

Lynch shifted some production clos-
er to home. He’s making popular items 
like hats and T-shirts in Tijuana, Mexi-
co. But he’s still facing delays due to a 
shortage in raw materials. 

Christine Noh, CEO of Nohble, 
an independent chain of five shoe and 
apparel stores in New York and New 
Jersey, says she is terrified about the 
upcoming holiday season. Her inven-
tory is down 58% and half the shelves 
in her warehouse are empty. Big shoe 

brands like Nike and Adidas were heav-
ily affected when factories in Vietnam 
closed.

Noh started a private label line to 
help make sure to have enough stock 
in stores. The line makes fleece athletic 
sets and basic tees. It’s manufactured in 
Bangladesh, where she has a relation-
ship with the factory. 

“When we’re placing an order with 

them, we have more communication 
and visibility,” she said. And she elect-
ed to air freight some of the clothes to 
make sure they come in. 

Timing is key because of the short 
holiday window.

“If everything shows up in Janu-
ary, that’s not really helpful,” she said. 
“Hence, there’s a feeling of everyone 
holding their breath collectively.” 

From Page 31 Buy

By Lauran Neergaard and Matthew 
Perrone

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. moved a step closer to expanding 
COVID-19 vaccinations for millions more 
children as government advisers on Tues-
day endorsed kid-size doses of Pfizer's 
shots for 5- to 11-year-olds.

A Food and Drug Administration ad-
visory panel voted unanimously, with one 
abstention, that the vaccine's benefits in 
preventing COVID-19 in that age group 
outweigh any potential risks. That includes 
questions about a heart-related side effect 
that's been very rare in teens and young 
adults despite their use of a much higher 
vaccine dose. 

While children are far less likely than 
older people to get severe COVID-19, 
ultimately many panelists decided it's im-
portant to give parents the choice to protect 
their youngsters — especially those at high 
risk of illness or who live in places where 
other precautions, like masks in schools, 
aren't being used.

"This is an age group that deserves and 
should have the same opportunity to be 

vaccinated as every other age," said panel 
member Dr. Amanda Cohn of the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

The FDA isn't bound by the panel's rec-
ommendation and is expected to make its 
own decision within days. If the FDA con-
curs, there's still another step: Next week, 
the CDC will have to decide whether to 
recommend the shots and which young-
sters should get them.

Full-strength shots made by Pfizer 
and its partner BioNTech already are rec-
ommended for everyone 12 and older but 
pediatricians and many parents are clam-
oring for protection for younger children. 
The extra-contagious delta variant has 
caused an alarming rise in pediatric in-
fections -- and families are frustrated with 
school quarantines and having to say no to 
sleepovers and other rites of childhood to 
keep the virus at bay.

In the 5- to 11-year-old age group, there 
have been over 8,300 hospitalizations re-
ported, about a third requiring intensive 
care, and nearly 100 deaths.

States are getting ready to roll out the 
shots — just a third of the amount given 

to teens and adults — that will come in 
special orange-capped vials to avoid dos-
age mix-ups. More than 25,000 pediatri-
cians and other primary care providers 
have signed up so far to offer vaccination, 
which will also be available at pharmacies 
and other locations.

But for all that anticipation, there also 
are people who strongly oppose vaccinat-
ing younger children, and both FDA and 
its advisers were inundated with an email 
campaign seeking to block the Pfizer shot. 

Dr. Jay Portnoy of Children's Mercy 
Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri, said de-
spite over 4,000 emails urging him to vote 
against the vaccine, he was persuaded by 
the data showing it works. Portnoy said he 
also was representing "parents I see every 
day in the clinic who are terrified of send-
ing their children to school. ... They need a 
voice also."

Panelists stressed they weren't support-
ing vaccine mandates for young children 
— and the FDA doesn't make mandate 
decisions. FDA vaccine chief Dr. Peter 

FDA panel backs Pfizer’s low-dose 
COVID-19 vaccine for kids

 See Vaccine Page 42
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board members agreed. 
McMurphy said the board also needs 

to come up with a contract to be signed 
with each ambulance service to provide 
a paper trail as board members change 
in the future. In addition, he said they 
need to decide if they will make monthly 
or quarterly payments to the ambulance 
services. Chaffee made a motion to table 
the by-laws with Smith seconding. The 
motion carried unanimously.

Next the board members had to 
decide when they want to meet for the 
remainder of this calendar year. After 
some discussion, Phillips made a motion 
that the next meeting be set for Monday, 
Nov. 8, at 1 p.m. Chaffee seconded, and 
the motion carried.

McMurphy said the board needs to 
decide on the term of office, but that 
wasn’t on the agenda so it should be 
included next time. Chaffee clarified that 
they didn’t want every board member’s 
term to expire at the same time.

The final action was to set meeting 
dates for calendar year 2022. Those dates 
need to be filed with the county clerk 
before December 15 each year. Board 
members discussed meeting quarterly. 
Chaffee made a motion to meet the first 
Monday of every quarter at 1 p.m. and 
the motion was approved.

A video of the meeting may be seen 
at www.AlvaReviewCourier.com.

From Page 2 

EMS Marks also said it would be highly unusu-
al for other groups to mandate something 
that's cleared only for emergency use. Sev-
eral advisers said they wished they could 
tailor the shots for the highest-risk young-
sters, a decision that would fall to the CDC.

Dr. James Hildreth of Meharry Medi-
cal College said he ultimately voted in fa-
vor of the vaccine "to make sure that the 
children who really need this vaccine — 
primarily Black and brown children in our 
country — get it."

Pfizer studied 2,268 elementary school-
children given two shots three weeks apart 
of either a placebo or the kid dose. Vac-
cinated youngsters developed levels of 
virus-fighting antibodies just as strong as 
teens and young adults who got the full-
strength shots. More important, the vac-
cine proved nearly 91% effective at pre-
venting symptomatic infection — based on 
16 cases of COVID-19 among kids given 
dummy shots compared to just three who 
got vaccinated.

The kid dosage also proved safe, with 
similar or fewer temporary side effects — 
such as sore arms, fever or achiness — that 
teens experience. At FDA's request, Pfiz-
er more recently enrolled another 2,300 
youngsters into the study, and preliminary 
safety data has shown no red flags.

But that study isn't large enough to de-
tect any extremely rare side effects, such 

as the heart inflammation that occasionally 
occurs after the second full-strength dose, 
mostly in young men and teen boys. The 
panel spent hours discussing if younger 
children, given a smaller dose, might face 
that side effect, too.

Statistical models developed by FDA 
scientists showed that in most scenarios 
of the continuing pandemic, the vaccine 
would prevent far more COVID-19 hos-
pitalizations in this age group than would 
potentially be caused by that rare heart 
problem. 

FDA's models suggested the vaccine 
could prevent 200 to 250 hospitalizations 
for every 1 million youngsters vaccinated 
— assuming that virus spread remained 
high, something that's hard to predict. 
FDA scientists also said younger kids like-
ly won't have as much risk of heart inflam-
mation as teens but if they did, it might 
cause about 58 hospitalizations per million 
vaccinations.

"I do think it's a relatively close call," 
said adviser Dr. Eric Rubin of Harvard 
University. "It's really going to be a ques-
tion of what the prevailing conditions are 
but we're never going to learn about how 
safe this vaccine is unless we start giving 
it."

Moderna also is studying its vaccine in 
young children, and Pfizer has additional 
studies underway in those younger than 5.

From Page 41 Vaccine
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Automotive
For Sale

1966 Chevy Truck(60), 16 ft 
Waldon bed, 40” sides, 5-speed, 
2-speed, V8 motor. 620-825-
6250

Employment
Help Wanted

Bill Johnson Correctional 
Center - Correctional Security 
Officer I/II/III starting at 
$15.74/hr with increase to 
$16.52 in 6 months and $17.35 
in 18 months + overtime. 
Benefits include health, dental, 
life insurance (employee and 
family), vacation, sick leave and 
retirement. Contact Lisa at 580-
327-2800

Tuesday Night Only
Help needed to count, insert and 
bundle Newsgrams for delivery, 
$10/hr. 7:30 p.m. to finish 
(usually 11 p.m.). Must be 18 or 
older and able to lift 15 lbs. Pick 
up application at 620 Choctaw 
St., Alva.

Help Wanted
Beadles Nursing Home is looking 
for good, caring dependable 
people for our Activities 
Department, Daycare Staff, or 
a Certified Nurse Aide position. 
PT and/or FT with benefits. 
Please pick up applications at 
916 Noble, Alva. EOE

Farm Supplies
Straw

Two wired. Deliver 3 bales $20. 
$6/bale after 6 bales. Bulk & 
local discounts. 580-829-3090

Hay For Sale
Super clean, sprayed and 
fertilized hay. $60/bale. Loading 
and delivery available. 580-542-
8559

Garage Sales
Junker Boy’s Sale

All kinds of stuff. Vintage 
collectibles, furniture and tools. 
Fri, Oct 29, Noon to 6pm. Sat, 
Oct 30, 9am-3pm. Cushenbery 
Storage out by the fairgrounds
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25% off Garage Sale
Fri 5-7pm. Sat 8am-noon. 820 
Skyline Drive, Alva

Garage Sale
Fri, Oct 29, 5-7pm. 211 Okla 
Blvd, Alva

Lawn Services
Let It Grow Lawn Care

Needing help getting your yard 
and flower beds winterized 
(leaf removal, beds clean ups, 
etc), just give me a call and I 
can help you with that. 580-
430-9992

Miscellaneous

Donate Clean Clothing
Annual Warmth for Winter 
clothing and blanket collection in 
progress at College Hill Church 
of Christ, Alva. Help those who 
don’t have enough funds by 
donating your gently used, clean 
(no repairs needed) clothes for all 
ages. Warm adult and children’s 
clothing and blankets needed. 
Leave behind church building in 
storage trailer. Thanks. Call 580-
327-0130 with questions.

Real Estate
Houses For Rent

1, 2, 4 bdrm. Alva. 580-603-
2635

According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The 
Alva Review-Courier will not 
intentionally alter or delete any 
of this information. If it appears 
in the courthouse public records, 
it will appear in this newspaper

Felony Filings
Sierra Blake Bennett, 

Antlers, 28, has been charged 
with distribution of controlled 
dangerous – including 
possession with intent to 
distribute; and bring contraband 
into a penal institution. ($553)

Crystal Gayle Cardoza, 
Enid, 44, has been charged with 

conspiracy. ($402.75)
Civil Filings

Jordan Elijah Robinson 
vs. State of Oklahoma: 
emancipation. ($164.14)

Small Claims Filings
Jeffery Skaggs and Denis 

Unruh, vs. OTC/Motor Vehicle 
Division, Oklahoma City: small 
claims. ($68)

Marriage Filings
Christopher Hogan Guffy, 

Byron and Hally Hope Highfill, 
Cherokee: marriage license with 
certificate. ($5)

Harlan Dale Koehn, 
Victoria, Texas, and Veronica 
Kahn, Nash: marriage license 
with certificate. ($5)

Divorce Filings
Angela Kay Tatum, 

Cherokee vs. Jimmy Dale 
Tatum Jr., South Haven, Kansas: 
divorce. ($262.14)

Alfalfa County 
court filings

 See Estate Page 46
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Tuesday, October 19, 2021
2:18 p.m. – Medic needed 

for a female that had fallen.
Wednesday, October 20, 

2021
During this day there were 

three traffic stops, one report 
of cattle out and one controlled 
burn. 

8:38 a.m. – Report of 
property damage in the 500 
block of Oklahoma.

9:12 a.m. – Report of three 
dogs chasing other dogs on the 
west side of Ingersol.

12:20 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed in the 200 block of 3

rd
 

Street.
7:49 p.m. – Report of a 

vehicle vs. calf on Dewey Road 
between county roads 560 and 
570.

7:50 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed on an inmate. Caller 
advised they hadn’t heard from 
the person in a long time.
Thursday, October 21, 2021

During this day there was 
one traffic stop, one report of 
cattle out and four controlled 
burns. 

6:57 a.m. – Report of a car 
vs. deer on OK-8 and Stateline 
Road. Advised she couldn’t get 
her door opened

8:15 a.m. – A female came 
into the sheriff’s office and 
requested a medic. Medic 
took the patient to St. Mary’s 
Hospital.

8:59 a.m. – Report of a 
copper theft at County Road 
730 and Coal.

12:08 p.m. – Report of 
two aggressive dachshunds in 
the 1100 block of Oklahoma. 
Owner put them up.  

12:16 p.m. – Report of a 

male with low blood sugar. No 
transport needed.

7:19 p.m. – Caller advised 
two juveniles were breaking 
into her shed at that very 
moment. Advised they pried the 
door open and were still inside. 
Officer found three juveniles 
and en route with them to the 
sheriff’s office.

8:24 p.m. – Report of fraud. 
Advised they gave the person 
a total of $6,200 to get their 
vehicle fixed and they were 
advised they only needed 
$5,000.

Friday, October 22, 2021
During this day there were 

three traffic stops, one report 
of cattle out and one controlled 
burn. 

6:41 a.m. – Caller wanted to 
talk to deputy about suspicious 
activity at a well site east of 
Byron.

2:28 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male that was hit in the 
head with a bridle and was 
bleeding.

4:15 p.m. – Caller advised 
for the back 4-5 days about 9 
p.m. to 11 p.m. he would hear 
gun shots around his property.

4:18 p.m. – Report of 
property damage at the airport.

5:07 p.m. – Caller advised 
an 18-wheeler ran off the road 
and almost hit a car head on. 
And was westbound on OK-
412. Advised Major County.

6:20 p.m. – Caller advised 
he was headed west on Greer 
and almost hit a man on a four-
wheeler.

9:50 p.m. – Medic for a 
male with chest pains. Medic 

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs

 See Sheriff Page 46
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining and delivery for home-
bound seniors. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. In person 
meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining and delivery for home-
bound seniors. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. In person 
meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 
meets every fourth Thursday of the 
month at The Homestead in Alva.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 

in Alva is open every day except Monday.

took the patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid. 

Saturday, October 23, 2021
During this day there were two 

controlled burns, one report of cattle 
out and one traffic stop.

9:10 a.m. – Caller advised there 
was an issue with his dog and a female 
walking down the street. Advised a 
male got involved in the situation and 
advised him that he would put the 
dog down if it happened again. Caller 
advised he believes his dog now has 
been poisoned and was headed to the 

vet with the dog. 
9:37 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 

that was weak. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

7:51 p.m. – Report of two Labs out 
at the Jiffy Trip.

Sunday, October 24, 2021
During this day there were three 

reports of cattle out.
2:54 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 

with chest pains. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

7:43 a.m. – Medic needed for a 
female with possible heart attack. Medic 
took the patient to Share Medical Center.

10:42 a.m. – Report of an alarm 
going off in Jet. Deputy advised the 
building was secure.

5:04 p.m. – Reporting party advised 
there were goats out and someone was 
shooting at them. Advised 2 to 3 goats 
were shot. 

6:20 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female that got dizzy and hit her head 
and hand on the floor. No transport 
needed.

11:37 p.m. – Caller advised there 
was a dog barking on the corner by 
her house. Caller advised they had 
been ticked before because of the dog. 
Officer checked the area and there was 
no dogs.

Monday, October 25, 2021
6:25 a.m. – Report that a vehicle hit 

a deer north of Helena. 

From Page 45 Sheriff

From Page 44 Estate
Traffic Citations

Kobe Lee Bellows, Woodward, has 
been cited for improperly towing  trailers. 
($249)

David James Neely, Konawa, Kansas, 
has been cited for overweight vehicle 
gross. ($434)

Timothy Leroy Grim, Pond Creek, 
has been cited for overweight vehicle 
(axle). ($684)

Fred Dawayne Grantz, Enid, has 
been cited for overweight vehicle (axle). 
($584)

Robert Darrell Keller, Medford, has 
been cited for speeding 15 mph over the 
speed limit. ($264)

Gregory Lynn Alvey, Enid, has been 

cited for speeding 31-35 mph over the 
speed limit. ($399)

Kenneth Lee Trammell, Helena, has 
been cited for speeding 41 or more mph 
over the speed limit. ($654)

Raegan Renee Scobey, Helena, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Brandi Lynn Barker, Enid, has been 
cited for speeding 11-14 mph over the 
speed limit. ($264)

Natalie Rose Berryhill, Remus, 
Michigan, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit. ($100)

Sherman Clayton Conley, Sperry, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)
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Read it on your computer, tablet
or phone anywhere there

is WIFI - $72/year

In Woods County mailed to
you is $72.00 year
(Saves $24 over

monthly rate).
Slightly higher for out

of county or out of state.
In Alva, thrown in your
yard right after printing. 

$84 per year

Call 580-327-2200
Linda with Credit/Debit Card

or email:
manager@alvareviewcourier.net

or mail your check to

Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.
Alva, OK 73717

Printed or Digital
We focus on Alva and Woods County news

Alva Review-Courier
subscription includes
Newsgram for those
who live outside the
3-county coverage area
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