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Kiowa Hospital Foundation receives
$330,000 from Ben Steinmetz Foundation
By Yvonne Miller
The somewhat new Benjamin
Steinmetz
Charitable
Foundation
presented $330,000 to the Friends of the
Kiowa Hospital and Manor Foundation
recently.
This was announced at the November
meeting of the Kiowa District Hospital
last week. Hospital Foundation
President Judy Schrock said, “We are all
so appreciative – the entire community
has to be thankful and grateful for Mr.
Steinmetz’ generosity.”
“It’s almost unbelievable that a small
community would receive a bequest
in that manner,” Schrock said. She
commented that Kiowa is so fortunate
to have numerous charitable foundations
and organizations that give so much
to the community, such as the Myrtle
King Foundation, the General Store, the
Monty Thompson Continuing Education
Foundation, the Hospital Foundation
and now the Ben Steinmetz Foundation.
“So many people in our community
are willing to step up, carry on and
serve on these boards and foundations,”
Schrock said.

The Steinmetz gift for the Hospital
Foundation will go specifically for
Phase II of the “Where Community
and Care Come Together Capital
Campaign,” Schrock said. This is for the
KDH Behavioral Health and Wellness
Addition which includes physical and
other therapies that is currently under
construction at the hospital.
KDH Board of Director President
Pat Myers read a letter to the Hospital
Foundation at the meeting that said in part,
“The Benjamin Steinmetz Charitable
Foundation is honored to present you
with this contribution and hopes it will

provide you with the resources you
need for bestowing health welfare and
completing phase two of the Where
Community and Care Come Together
Campaign. Benjamin Steinmetz was
a strong supporter of your charitable
organization and it is a pleasure that
his Foundation can continue to support
the excellent healthcare provided by
the hospital and manor for the Kiowa
community.”
The letter was signed by trustee
Darry D. Brown. KDH Board of Director
Secretary Jim Parker is also a trustee on
the Steinmetz Foundation.

On behalf of the Benjamin Steinmetz Charitable Foundation, trustee Jim Parker and his wife Bobbie present a $330,000 check to the Friends of the Kiowa
Hospital and Manor Foundation President Judy Schrock and KDH CEO/CFO
Janell Harbaugh. The money is for the new addition at the hospital.
The Alva Review-Courier / Newsgram
is published Wednesday by
Martin Broadcasting Corp.
620 Choctaw St.
Alva, Oklahoma 73717
Marione Martin, President
Telephone Numbers:
Alva Review-Courier 580-327-2200
Newsgram 580-327-1510
FAX 580-327-2454
www.alvareviewcourier.com
E-Mail: manager @alvareviewcourier.net
news@alvareviewcourier.net
Entire Contents Copyright 2020

December 2, 2020

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 3

December 2, 2020

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 4

A 2020-style Thanksgiving
By Marione Martin
Thanksgiving at my daughter
Marisa’s house was a little different
this year. As the
grandchildren
grow older, they
develop
other
commitments. Jolie
lives in Connecticut
where she’d have
to quarantine if she
flew out of state. As
it turned out, she
was in quarantine
anyway because of
her husband’s coworker. Kaitlyn got stuck working the
holiday shift as desk clerk at a motel.
Kat and her family decided to celebrate
at home.
The rest of us gathered with careful
social distancing. There were no hugs
from the grandchildren, but the dog gave
me an enthusiastic welcome. With food
served buffet style, we took turns as
family groups to fill our plates to avoid
getting too close. Everyone had assigned

seats. I sat at the middle of a long table
with my daughter at one end and my
son-in-law at the other. My son-in-law’s
parents were seated at a small table to
one side. The grandchildren were at
tables at the other end of the room.
We used disposable plates, cups and
utensils. Besides being safer, it made
cleanup a lot quicker. Doors were open
to allow for air flow.
Marisa set up a Zoom meeting
with the missing grandchildren. About
halfway through the meal, we passed
around the laptop so we could all visit
face-to-face. There’s nothing quite like
hearing a three-year-old’s infectious
giggle to lighten the mood. She was
wielding her fork as she enjoyed dessert
with chocolate cake crumbs on her cheek.
Later in the video meet, she managed to
lock her one-year-old brother into the
metal dog crate along with the goodnatured family dog.
Jolie showed us the beautifully
decorated chocolate cake with salted
caramel icing she made for her extended
family in Connecticut. She works in a

bakery making thousands of cupcakes each
day. Kaitlyn was on lunch break at the
motel where business was very slow. But
that job works well as she has plenty of time
to study.
Marisa even prepared the bathroom
with a touchless soap dispenser and paper
hand towels. The soap dispenser shot out a
handful of foam when you held your hands
beneath the spout. I noticed it still had a
drip so tried to wipe it off. Not a good idea,
as I got another handful of foamy soap.
After the meal, the younger generation
dispersed for other activities while the
adults caught up on news. Although my
daughter took some photos with her
cellphone, we missed out on an updated
family photo. There were too many family
members absent. Mid-afternoon I headed
back to Alva with a container of leftovers.
With the coronavirus still impacting
daily life, we’re keeping Christmas plans
flexible.
Please be careful while you’re out in
your community. Wear a mask, keep at
least six feet from others and wash your
hands frequently.

KSHSAA ruling means ‘no spectators’
for events December 1 – January 28
South Barber USD255 explains their plan
By Yvonne Miller
COVID-19 is continuously playing
havoc with American’s lives and school
extracurricular activities are no exception.
The Kansas High School Activities
Association (KSHSAA) Board of
Directors met Nov. 24 with all 78
members attending in a virtual format.
The purpose was to decide the future of
the winter activity season extracurriculars
for Kansas schools.
The board voted in favor of beginning
the winter activity competition season
Dec. 1–22. Then there will be no practice
or competition Dec. 23 – Jan. 3. Practice
can resume Jan. 4 and competition can
start again Jan. 8. This is for middle and
high schools.
The board voted to have no spectators
for KSHSAA events. The dates for no
spectators are Dec. 1 – Jan. 28, 2021. On

Jan. 29 local control will kick back in, SB
Grades 7-12 Principal Brent Shaffer said.
Before the state ruling, Shaffer said the
Heart of the Plains League (HOPL) had
agreed to allowing grades 6-11 student
participants to have three tickets each for
spectators. Senior student participants
have four tickets each. Cheerleaders and
pep band members can also participate at
basketball games.
Shaffer said the vote to have no
spectators passed 50 yes to 22 no. As
voting representative for the HOPL,
Shaffer said “I was one of the 22 who
voted no.” The meeting lasted four long
hours, Shaffer said.
“I feel for all the parents, grandparents
and extended family who can’t watch
their kids play,” Shaffer said.
“A mass email campaign began against
the board of directors,” Shaffer said. “I’ve

received over 100 emails – many were
emotional pleas,” he said. “At least we’re
playing. This one size fits all thing is not
good. What works in Wyandotte County
is not what we need in Barber County.
I don’t hold it against anyone how they
voted. It’s a bad deal for everybody.”
South Barber can play 20 basketball
games, starting this Friday night at home.
Shaffer anticipates playing five games
before Christmas. After Christmas they
resume play January 12. He confirmed
most tournaments were canceled.
The principal said the chatter is
increasing that the no-spectator rule will
be appealed.
South Barber plans to stream all
events. The link is below. A subscription
is required. The cheapest package is
$11/month. South Barber USD 255 will
be streaming games here at this link
(subscription required): https://www.
nfhsnetwork.com/schools/8d57843205.
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Obituaries
LYLE GENE ARNDT
Private family graveside services for
Lyle Arndt will be Friday, December
4, 2020, at the
Alva
Municipal
Cemetery
with
Pastor
Brady
Marston officiating.
Interment is under
the direction of
Marshall Funeral
Home of Alva.
Lyle
Gene
Arndt, son of the late Lawrence Perry
and Zelma Letha (Arb) Arndt, was born
October 22, 1937, at Whitehorse, Woods
County, Oklahoma, and passed away
November 28, 2020, at Alva, Oklahoma,
at the age of 83 years, 1 month and 6
days.
Lyle lived in Alva most of his life
and attended Alva schools. In November
of 1968, he was united in marriage
to Dorothy Shouse at the Nazarene
Parsonage in Alva. He was a roofer for
many years. He was a member of the
Alva Nazarene Church and served on
the church board for many years. He
enjoyed gardening and carpentry.
Besides his parents, he was preceded
in death by two brothers, Darrell Arndt
and Neal Arndt; and one sister, Charlene
Herren.
Lyle is survived by his wife, Dorothy
Shouse Arndt (of Alva); sons, Victor
Arndt and wife Gabrielle (of Tacoma,
Washington), Timothy Arndt and wife
Sherry (of Casper, Wyoming), Alan
Arndt and wife Judy (of Colorado
Springs, Colorado), and Rudy Briggs
and wife Melissa (of Alva); one daughter,
Darleen Carver of Alva; and numerous
grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Also surviving are four brothers,
Lowell Arndt and wife Sharon, Wilford
Arndt and wife Mary Alice, Larry Arndt
and wife Sandy, Gary Arndt and wife
Linda; three sisters, Glenda Yarberry,
Juanita Neuenschwander, and Nadine
Painton and husband Dennis; other
relatives and many friends.
Memorial contributions may be made
through the funeral home to Beadles
Nursing Home Activity Fund or the Alva
Nazarene Church.
Remembrances
may
be
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

LANNY LEROY CORR
Lanny Leroy Corr, son of Lawrence
Leroy and Anna Mary (Miller) Corr,
was born May 24,
1943, in Alva,
Oklahoma.
He
departed this life
on
Wednesday,
November
25,
2020,
at
his
home in Seiling,
Oklahoma, at age
77.
The
Corr
family lived in Alva, with Lanny
attending Alva Public Schools until
the 11th grade. Lanny then joined the
United States Navy in 1962 where
he served until 1965 when he was
honorably discharged and returned
to Alva. Lanny then met the love of
his life Mary Lou Williamson at the
Dairy Queen. On May 28, 1967, the
two were united in marriage at the
First Christian Church in Seiling.
They made their first home in Wichita,
Kansas, where Lanny was employed.
Later they moved to Alva where they
raised their four children: Lauri,
Lanny Jr., Kevin and Jeremy. Lanny
and Mary moved back to Seiling in
November 1998.
Lanny worked for years in water
well service for Howard Drilling
He is survived by one daughter,
Lauri Cully and her husband Harold
of Moore; three sons, Lanny Corr Jr.
and wife Stephanie (of Mooreland),
Kevin Corr (of Seiling) and Jeremy
Corr and wife Jenni (of Sunset,
Texas); 13 grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren;
one
sister,
Cheryl Corr (of Alva); two brothers,
Larry Corr and wife Marilyn (of
Alva) and Butch Corr and wife Pam
(of Guthrie).
Lanny was preceded in death by his
loving wife Mary Lou Corr, parents
Anna Mary Corr and Lawrence Leroy
Corr.
Funeral services were held at 2
p.m. Monday, November 30, 2020, at
the Elm Grove Community Church.
Burial followed in the Brumfield
Cemetery directed by the Redinger
Funeral Home.
Online condolences may be made
at www.www.shawfuneralhome.net.

ROSE (DARR) ELMORE
Rose (Darr) Elmore, 85, of Pratt,
Kansas and former Alva, Oklahoma,
resident,
died
Monday, November
30, 2020 in her
home at Parkwood
Village,
Pratt,
Kansas.
She was born
on April 23, 1935
in
Freedom,
Oklahoma,
the
youngest
child
to Jack and Cynthia (Rackley) Darr.
Rose graduated from Alva High School
in 1953 and attended Northwestern
University for two years. She married
Kenneth Elmore on December 18,
1955 after he returned from the service.
Kenneth and Rose raised their family
on the farm. Rose was a “stay at home
mother” and was active with her family.
She also worked on the family farm
and ranch operation with Kenneth
and his deceased parents, Archie and
Velma Elmore. The Elmore family
raised registered quarter horses; custom
baled and custom harvested for over 30
years and Rose operated a commercial
upholstery shop and enjoyed sewing for
her family. Rose retired from the farm
and ranch operation in 2013. Rose loved
to read and was a mentor reader at the
Alva Elementary Schools for several
years. She enjoyed travel and remained
active. She loved time with her family.
Rose is survived by her two
children: son, Jimmie (Donna) Elmore
of Elgin, and daughter, Connie (Mark)
Watts of Medicine Lodge, Kansas;
nine grandchildren and fourteen greatgrandchildren; three nephews, three
nieces, several cousins, and many
friends.
She was preceded in death by an
infant sibling, her parents, her in-laws
and husband Kenneth Elmore; her
siblings and their spouses, Merritt Darr,
Linda Miller, Kay Koch, and Delza
Miller; her sister and brother-in-law,
Doris May (Bob) Kimmell.
Rose was full of humor, spirit,
adventure, caring and loving. We will
miss her.
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Waynoka’s Casen Olson (No. 8) makes it up the field through the Tigers’ defense. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Waynoka’s Casen Olson (8) shoves
Timberlake’s J.J. Pippin (14) out of
bounds to end the play during Friday
night’s game. Timeberlake beat Waynoka 50-30 and advances to the semifinals this Friday, Dec. 4, in Buffalo.
Photo by Desiree Morehead

Timberlake’s Ethan Jenlink (No. 2)
looks for a teammate down the field to
throw to. Photo by Desiree Morehead
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Waynoka’s Robert Perot (No. 21) takes down Timberlake’s
Dalton Leierer (7) but not before he made it to the end zone Timberlake’s Merric Judd (No. 12) looks to catch the ball
for a touchdown. Timberlake beat Waynoka Friday night with Waynoka’s Robert Perot (No. 21) right on his heels.
Photo by Desiree Morehead
50-30. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Commissioners
in Alfalfa County
meet briefly
By Stacy Sanborn
Alfalfa County commissioners Jay
Hague and Stan Tucker were without
Marvin Woodall this week, but their to-do
list wasn’t very long, and they were able to
get through it quickly. (Nate Ross joined the
men at the conference table, however.)
There weren’t any blanket purchase
orders or road-crossing permits, so their
stack of paperwork was minimal. They
approved last week’s meeting minutes and
maintenance and operation warrants for
payment, followed by a private property
easement to remove trees from the right of
way to place on a farmer’s land at the SW¼
of 34-24-10.
There wasn’t any new business, so the
meeting adjourned.
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Nursing homes see worst spike in
new Covid cases since last spring as
community spread increases across U.S.
New nursing home cases in Midwest states
increase by more than 400% since September
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The
American Health Care Association and
National Center for Assisted Living
(AHCA/NCAL), representing more than
14,000 nursing homes and assisted living
communities across the country that
provide care to approximately five million
people each year, released an updated
report today showing nursing homes in
the U.S. have now experienced the worst
outbreak of weekly new cases since last
spring due to the community spread
among the general population, surpassing
previous peaks since the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
started tracking cases in nursing homes.
Recent data released by Johns
Hopkins University and the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) show that with the recent spike
in new Covid cases in the general U.S.
population, weekly nursing home cases
are also on the rise. According to Johns
Hopkins University, weekly new Covid
cases in the general U.S. population rose
by 330 percent to 1,043,040 new cases
the week of November 15. A correlating
uptick in new cases in nursing homes
occurred when cases in the surrounding

community started rising back in midSeptember.
As experts have repeatedly noted,
Covid-19 cases in a surrounding
community is a top factor in outbreaks in
nursing homes. University of Chicago’s
Tamara
Konetzka,
a
nationally
recognized expert on long-term care,
recently said, “Trying to protect nursing
home residents without controlling
community spread is a losing battle.” Dr.
David Grabowski, professor of Health
Care Policy, Harvard Medical School
recently stated, “The strongest predictor
of whether or not we’ll see cases in [a
particular setting] is community spread.”
“Our worst fears have come true as
Covid runs rampant among the general
population, and long term care facilities
are powerless to fully prevent it from
entering due to its asymptomatic and
pre-symptomatic spread,” stated Mark
Parkinson, President and CEO of
AHCA/NCAL. “Our health care heroes
are doing everything they can to prevent
it from spreading further, but this level
of Covid nationwide puts serious strain
on our workforce, supplies, and testing
capacity. Given the fact that our elderly

population is the most vulnerable and
the rising level of Covid across the
U.S. shows no signs of stopping, it is
paramount that the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) provide
the highest priority for the vaccine
distribution to long term care residents
and staff.”
During the week of November 15,
nearly half (49 percent) of new Covid
cases in nursing homes were from
Midwest states with major spikes in
community spread in the upper parts
of the region. As a result, the Midwest
region saw more than a 400 percent
increase in weekly Covid cases in
nursing homes since mid-September.
After seven weeks of declining
cases in nursing homes through midSeptember, nursing home cases began
to increase as nearly all 50 states started
to see significant rising levels of Covid
cases. New weekly cases in nursing
homes grew by more than 177 percent
nationwide between mid-September
and the week of November 15.
The report also showed Covidrelated deaths in nursing homes are
starting to rise, crossing more than
2,000 residents lost the week of
November 15 – the first time since
early-June. Nursing home residents
are typically older adults with multiple
chronic conditions, making them most
vulnerable to Covid-19. Residents of
long term care facilities account for
only seven percent of the nation’s cases,
yet 40 percent of its deaths. While
mortality rates decreased compared to
the spring due to a better understanding
of the virus, better treatments, and
government resources to help reduce
spread, as industry leaders predicted,
the rising number of new Covid cases
in facilities are resulting an increasing
number of deaths.
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Give a gift every week of the
year. A Review-Courier
Subscription all year long is only �72�

.
Contact Linda at 580-327-2200
*By mail in Woods County or email anywhere. Add $1 per month for carrier delivery in Alva.
Mailed outside the county or state costs a little more.
We accept all major credit cards.
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South Barber School
dismissing at 1p.m.
Wednesday due to
weather forecast

KDH construction going well,
insurance costs increase,
Steinmetz gift announced

Tuesday afternoon South Barber
Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller
announced, “Due to the weather forecast
and the safety of our students, their
families, and our staff in transit, we are
releasing at 1 p.m. Wednesday.”

‘Finding Carlos’
coming to
Rialto Theatre
“Finding Carlos,” a holiday hip-hop
movie filmed in Oklahoma, will premiere
on Dec. 4 and screen throughout the
month of December online at deadCenter
Film’s virtual cinema and in movie
theaters committed to Covid-19 safety
precautions throughout Oklahoma.
“Finding Carlos” is a feature-length
family movie about a skateboarding
teenager named Carlos who is reunited
with his father. The film is based on
RACE Dance Collective’s annual Hip
Hop Nutcracker, and includes new
versions of classic Nutcracker songs
from the original Tchaikovsky score.
“Finding Carlos” will be available for
free online during the month of December
thanks to a partnership with deadCenter
Film. deadCenter is presenting the film
through their deadCenter Delivers the
Arts program, a new virtual cinema
focused on promoting the performing
and visual arts. The film will be
accessible through deadcenterfilm.org
and deadcenterdeliversthearts.eventive.
org. The film is performed by Bobby
Moffett Jr. featuring Branjae and is
written by Lance McDaniel, Bobby
Moffett Jr. and Pyotr Tchaikovsky.

By Yvonne Miller
Kiowa District Hospital held their
monthly meeting Nov. 24 with all
members present: President Pat Myers,
Chantae Simpson, Jim Parker and Jeff
Miller (via phone) along with CEO/
CFO Janell Goodno. Also present were
Business Office Manager Tara Girty,
Operations/IT/Manor
Administrator
Philip Anton, Dr. Paul Wilhelm, Hospital
DON Robyn Whitaker, Manor DON
Robin Davis, Clinic Manager Lacey
Volker, HR Director Jana Mott, Quality
Manager Brandy McKitrick (via phone),
Foundation President Judy Schrock.
Goodno said construction on the new
addition is going well and slightly ahead
of schedule. The brick veneer is finished.
Framing is ongoing and the roof was
about finished.
Mott gave a review on the 2021
handbook. She made some clarifications
about holiday pay for nighttime
nurses. Depending on their shift they
will receive double pay. Regarding
retirement benefits, if employees will
contribute three percent of their salary,
KDH will match it.
Employee health insurance rates
increased due to high claims in the small
pool. BCBS reportedly wanted to raise
rates by 40 percent but settled for a 25
percent increase. Mott and Goodno
plan to look at the state insurance plan
for next year. The handbook and health
insurance were approved.
Staff wants to convert three more
patient rooms on the west side to
negative pressure. This is for infectious
disease control. Hutton will take the lead
on this project, which will cost around
$103,758. Covid funds can pay this cost.
Hutton can have this done in about 14
days.
A UV-light cleaning system was on
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the agenda but was tabled until more
research is completed.
The access controls installed at the
manor and east hospital door have not
worked properly. Anton wants to replace
them with a system from INAalert. The
other system will be returned.
Hospital and Manor Statistics and
Financials
Goodno presented the statistical and
financial reports for the hospital and
manor in October. The hospital had total
admissions of 15. Total days of care
were 42 of which 17 were acute and 25
swingbed. Outpatient visits totaled 582
with clinic visits at 399.
For October the hospital showed a
loss of $5,359. Gross patient revenue was
$353,756; total contractual adjustments
were $133,062 and with $18,625 340B
(discount drug revenue), total operating
revenue was $505,443.
The cost of supplies was up
$15,528. Total operating expenses were
$597,934. This made a loss of $92,491.
With the addition of $87,132 (mainly tax
revenue) the loss was curbed to $5,359.
Still Year-to-Date, the hospital is in the
black, $4,648,807 mainly due to Covid
stimulus money.
Reporting on the Covid money,
Goodno said of the almost $6 million
received, $1.6 million remains. She said
$1.3 million was returned to Medicare.
She anticipates having to refund part of
that amount. Goodno said as guidelines
change what is considered allowable,
KDH is being extremely conservative
with spending that money.
The manor had a census of 22 the
day of the board meeting. For October
the manor’s total operating revenue was
$125,275. Expenses totaled $148,383.
Tax revenue of $5,709 was added as was
$51,133 of Covid stimulus funds. This
showed the manor had a gain of $33,734
for October.
Girty reported the average days
in AR for October was 45 which is
positive. The board approved all the
financial reports.
KDH Reports

See Hospital Page 32
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Oklahoma coronavirus
hospitalizations reach 1,637
By Marione Martin
Coronavirus numbers continue to
rise across the U.S. In Oklahoma, a
record 1,637 are currently hospitalized
according to the Oklahoma State Health
Department (OSHD) on Tuesday. There
are 30,318 active cases in the state.
The OSDH shows Alfalfa County

has 119 active cases. Woods County
has 137. In surrounding counties,
Grant County has 26, Harper County
74, Major County 135 and Woodward
County 223.
As of Tuesday, Alva had 127 active
cases while Bill Johnson Correctional
Center in Alva had only one. Dacoma

had four active cases, Freedom one and
Waynoka five.
In Alfalfa County, Burlington is
listed with three active cases, Carmen
four, Cherokee 13, Goltry 11, Helena
67 and Jet eight. James Crabtree
Correctional Center in Helena lists
seven active cases.

Woman charged with threatening to
bomb Woodward Police Department
By Marione Martin
A woman allegedly made telephone
threats targeting the Woodward Police
Department. A charge of telephone
threat of incendiary explosive, a felony,
has been filed against Dana Marie
Lockhart, alias Dana Marie Scheidler,
alias Dana Marie Oliver, alias Dana
Marie Cable, 44, whose address is
listed as Mount Enterprise, Texas. This
crime is punishable by a fine of up to
$10,000 or imprisonment for three to
ten years, or both.
According to court records, on Nov.
21 Cherokee Police Chief Ryan McNeil
received a request to call Lockhart.
When he spoke to her on the telephone,

she sounded very agitated and spoke
very fast. Lockhart stated she was
being harassed electronically through
her phone and email being hacked. She
stated she made numerous attempts to
contact other law enforcement agencies
about those issues but said they would
not help or refused to help her.
Lockhart said she had contacted
the Woodward Police Department,
OBNDD (Oklahoma Bureau of
Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs) and
the FBI. Lockhart told McNeil she was
very upset with the Woodward Police
Department. She said they would not
help her and instead arrested her for
stealing a motor vehicle.

Online court records show on June
25, 2020, Lockhart was charged in
Woodward County with felony counts
of knowingly receiving or concealing
stolen property and unauthorized of a
vehicle.
According to O’Neil’s affidavit,
Lockhart stated she was angry enough
that she wanted to put a bomb on
the Woodward Police Department.
Lockhart further stated that she also
wanted to take a baseball to hit an
officer in the head but did not state
who the officer was or what agency the
officer was from.
Lockhart went on to repeat that her
phone and email were hacked and that
someone was trying to have her fired
by her employer.
Lockhart would not give her location
but said she would be at the Cherokee
Police Department in two hours and 50
minutes to show her phone to McNeil.
Lockhart then hung up on McNeil.
The Woodward Police Department
was alerted to the threat by Lockhart.
When the felony charge was filed
in Alfalfa County, law enforcement
officers had been unable to locate
Lockhart or determine what vehicle she
might be driving.
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Peppered chub
Stitt declares day
of prayer as virus
proposed by agency as
surges in Oklahoma endangered species
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — As coronavirus continues surging in Oklahoma, nearing 200,000 cases, Gov. Kevin Stitt has declared Thursday a day of prayer and fasting in the state.
Oklahoma’s seven-day rolling average of new cases has increased from 2,628.9 to 2,838.7, according to Johns Hopkins University date. The Oklahoma State Department of Health on Tuesday reported a one-day high of 1,718 hospitalizations and 199,482
total cases since the pandemic began, 1,737 more than Monday.
“I believe we must continue to ask God to heal those who are
sick, comfort those who are hurting and provide renewed strength
and wisdom to all who are managing the effects of COVID-19,”
Stitt said in a Monday statement.
Stitt, who tested positive for the virus in July and previously
donated plasma in an effort to help other virus patients recover,
said he will make a second plasma donation.
In the U.S., a federal panel and some leading medical groups
have not endorsed convalescent plasma, which the Food and Drug
Administration authorized for emergency use, saying there isn’t
enough evidence to recommend for or against it.
The virus’ spread was also cited by the NBA’s Oklahoma City
Thunder in announcing fans will not be allowed at games at the
beginning of the season.

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A proposal by the U.S, Fish
and Wildlife Service published Tuesday would list a small fish
known as the peppered chub as an endangered species and designate parts of rivers in Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas and New
Mexico as its critical habitat.
The minnow-like fish once found in each of the four states
and in Colorado is now found only in parts of the upper South
Canadian River in New Mexico and Texas, one of the four river sections proposed for protection, according to the plan published in the Federal Register.
The four river stretches make up nearly 1,100 miles and include parts of the upper South Canadian, the lower South Canadian River in Texas and Oklahoma; the Cimarron River and the
Ninnescah Rivers, which both flow in Kansas and Oklahoma.
Public comment on the proposal may be submitted electronically to http://www.regulations.gov or by mail to the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

Judge deems Oklahoma
train crossing
law unconstitutional
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A federal judge in Oklahoma has
ruled in favor of a railroad that challenged a state law that bans
stopped trains from blocking streets for more than 10 minutes.
BNSF Railway Co. sued Oklahoma last year after police officers in Edmond and Davis issued citations over blocked streets.
The lawsuit listed the Oklahoma Corporation Commission and the
cities of Edmond and Davis as defendants, The Oklahoman reported.
U.S. District Judge Charles B. Goodwin on Monday found that
the 2019 law is unconstitutional because it does not align with a
federal law, the Interstate Commerce Commission Termination
Act. He wrote that the statute “intrudes on the territory reserved to
the ICCTA.”
In defense of the state law, state Attorney General Mike Hunter
and his assistants cited instances when blocked crossings caused
safety issues.
But the Texas-based railroad said that U.S. law governing rail
carriers supersedes any state law.
The judge said “blocked train crossings indisputably have safety implications.” But he also wrote that state or local government
can address railroad crossing issues in a way “that does not run
afoul of federal law.”
There were exceptions to the law, including stops for accidents,
derailment, a mechanical failure, a bridge washout or a storm. Railroads could be fined up to $1,000 for being in violation of the rule.
The judge granted a preliminary injunction against enforcement
of the law in October of 2019.
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Obits

Friends may sign the register book on
Friday, December 4, 2020 from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Larrison Funeral Home, 120 E.
Lincoln, Medicine Lodge, Kansas.
Graveside services will be held on
Saturday, December 5, 2020, at 10 a.m.
at the Hardtner Cemetery, Hardtner,
Kansas, with Pastor Tom Walters
officiating.
Memorials may be made in Rose
Elmore’s memory to the Thelma Elmore
Ruch Scholarship or the Alva Public
Library in care of the funeral home.
Condolences may be left at www.
larrisonmortuary.com.

six grandchildren, Troy Koehn and wife
Leslie (of Pratt, Kansas), Sheldon Koehn
(of Ringwood), Annette Pfeiffer and
husband Jim (of Alva), Gary Campbell
and wife Kim (of North Carolina),
Marty Shaffer and wife Ladena (of
Ringwood), Wally Shaffer and wife
Katie (of Perry); 14 great-grandchildren
and 18 great-great-grandchildren. Also
surviving is Loren’s family, sister-in-law
Shirley Pekrul and numerous nieces and
nephews.
Memorials may be made to the New
Hopedale Mennonite Church through
the funeral home.

VERNA ROSE (WEDEL) UNRUH
Graveside service for Verna Rose
(Wedel) Unruh, 98, of Ringwood,
Oklahoma, were held
on Friday, November
27, 2020, at 2 p.m. at
Cedar Cemetery near
Fairview, Oklahoma.
Arrangements
by
Lanman
Funeral
Home,
Inc.
of
Helena, Oklahoma.
Online condolences
may be made at www.lanmanmemorials.
com.
Verna was born November 5, 1922
in Alden, Oklahoma, to Henry and
Carrie (Koehn) Pekrul and passed away
November 24, 2020, at the Fairview
Hospital.
She is preceded in death by her
parents; husbands, Walter and Loren;
daughter, Lois; sons-in-law, Ron Koehn
and Virgil Campbell; two sisters and
three brothers.
She is survived by two daughters,
Karen Campbell (of Ringwood), Connie
Shaffer and husband C.E. (of Ringwood);

LAVON MARIAN WIERSIG
Funeral services for Lavon Marian
Wiersig will be 2 p.m. Thursday,
December 3, 2020,
at the Zion Lutheran
Church with pastor
Timothy
Roggow
officiating. Interment
will be in the Zion
Lutheran Cemetery
under the direction
of Marshall Funeral
Home of Alva.
Lavon
Marian
Wiersig, daughter of the late Albert
and Edith (Thomas) Hazen, was born
January 21, 1941, in Protection, Kansas,
and entered into eternal life November
28, 2020, at Alva, Oklahoma, at the age
of 79 years, 10 months and 7 days.
She was raised by her parents on
a farm southwest of Protection with
her twin sister and five other siblings.
Lavon had so much fun growing up as
a twin.
Lavon graduated from Protection
High School in 1959. She received
her bachelors and masters degrees
in education from Northwestern
Oklahoma State University as well as
her reading specialist certification.
On December 26, 1965, she was
united in marriage to Virgil Wiersig.
One son, Kurtis Todd, was born to this
marriage.
Lavon taught second grade in
Garden City, Kansas, for three years
from 1963 to 1966. She was married
the last year she taught there and she
and her husband moved to Alva. She
was hired to teach in the Alva schools
in 1966 and taught 34 more years at

Lincoln, Washington, and Longfellow
schools. Her greatest reward was
being named Alva and Woods County
Teacher of the Year. Lavon loved
teaching and felt as though her students
were her kids. She followed them
through school and was interested in
their life goals.
She was a devoted member of the
Zion Lutheran Church. She was a
member of Ruth Circle and LWML.
She had taught Sunday School and
Bible School. She and Virgil were
sponsors of the Lutheran Youth Group
for many years and served on the Altar
Guild.
She was a member of Delta Kappa
Gamma and the Retired Teachers of
Woods County. She and Virgil enjoyed
playing in a card group. She enjoyed
decorating their home for the holidays,
bird watching and tending her flowers
in her yard.
Grandmother Lavon tried to go
to all the sports activities, school
programs and church events. She loved
keeping her grandsons and helping
them bake goodies. She loved cooking
for her family and for the holidays.
Besides her parents, she was
preceded in death two brothers,
Eugene and Ora Lee; her sister, Irene
Ross, her sister-in-law, Dixie Hazen,
and brother-in-law, Jack Anderson.
Lavon is survived by her loving
husband, Virgil; one son, Kurtis
Wiersig and special friend, Sandy;
three grandsons, Cole Adler, Hagan
Asher, and Griffin Arick; her twin sister,
Lavona Hobson, two other sisters,
Lila Webster and Melva Anderson;
a brother-in-law, Al Hobson, other
relatives and many friends.
Lavon was a very faithful servant
for the Lord and a very good friend
to many people. She will be deeply
missed, but is truly now in a heavenly
place without pain or suffering.
Memorial contributions may be
made through the funeral home to the
Zion Lutheran Church, the NWOSU
Foundation, or the Alva Goldbug
Foundation (checks for the Goldbug
Foundation must be made payable to
CFO).
Remembrances
may
be
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.
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Senate GOP leader sticking
with partisan COVID relief plan
By Andrew Taylor
WASHINGTON (AP) — Top Senate
Republican Mitch McConnell said Tuesday
he's largely sticking with a partisan, scaledback COVID-19 relief bill that has already
failed twice this fall, even as Democratic
leaders and a bipartisan group of moderates offered concessions in hopes of passing
pandemic aid before Congress adjourns for
the year.
The Kentucky Republican made the
announcement after President-elect Joe
Biden called upon lawmakers to pass a
downpayment relief bill now with more to
come next year. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi resumed talks with Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin about a year-end spending
package that could include COVID relief
provisions. Key Senate moderates rallied
behind a scaled-back framework.
It's not clear whether the flurry of activity will lead to actual progress. Time is
running out on Congress' lame-duck session and Donald Trump's presidency, many
Republicans won't even acknowledge that
Trump has lost the election and good faith
between the two parties remains in short
supply.
McConnell said his bill, which only
modestly tweaks an earlier plan blocked by
Democrats, would be signed by Trump and
that additional legislation could pass next
year. But his initiative fell flat with Democrats and a key GOP moderate.
"If it's identical to what (McConnell)
brought forth this summer then it's going to
be a partisan bill that is not going to become

law," said Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine,
who joined moderates in unveiling a $908
billion bipartisan package only hours earlier. "And I want a bill that will become law."
Democrats declined to release details of
their concessions to McConnell.
"Speaker Pelosi and I sent him the
proposal in a good faith effort to start, to
get him to negotiate in a bipartisan way,"
Schumer said.
McConnell's response was to convene
conversations with the Trump team and
House GOP Leader Kevin McCarthy of
California. During the campaign, Trump
appeared eager to sign a relief bill and urged
lawmakers to "go big" but McConnell said
Tuesday's modest measure is all he'll go for
now.
McConnell's reworked plan swiftly
leaked. A summary ignores key demands
of Democrats and moderates such as aid to
states and local governments and additional
unemployment benefits.
In Wilmington, Delaware, Biden called
on lawmakers to approve a down payment
on COVID relief, though he cautioned that
"any package passed in lame-duck session
is — at best -- just a start."
And a bipartisan group of lawmakers
proposed a split-the-difference solution to
the protracted impasse over COVID-19
relief in a last-gasp effort to ship overdue
help to a hurting nation before Congress adjourns for the holidays. It was a sign that
some lawmakers across the spectrum are
reluctant to adjourn for the year without approving some COVID aid.
The group includes Senate centrists
such as Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., and Collins,
who hope to exert greater influence in a
closely divided Congress during the incoming Biden administration.
The proposal by the bipartisan group hit
the scales at $908 billion, including $228
billion to extend and upgrade "paycheck
protection" subsidies for businesses for a
second round of relief to hard-hit businesses like restaurants. It would revive a special
jobless benefit, but at a reduced level of
$300 per week rather than the $600 benefit
enacted in March. State and local governments would receive $160 billion, and there
is also money for vaccines.
Previous, larger versions of the proposal — a framework with only limited detail
— were rejected by top leaders such as Pelosi, D-Calif., and McConnell. But pressure

is building as lawmakers face the prospect
of heading home for Christmas and New
Year's without delivering aid to people in
need.
Lawmakers' bipartisan effort comes
after a split-decision election delivered the
White House to Democrats and gave Republicans down-ballot success. At less than
$1 trillion, it is less costly than a proposal
meshed together by McConnell this summer. He later abandoned that effort for a
considerably less costly measure that failed
to advance in two attempts this fall.
"It's not a time for political brinkmanship," Manchin said. "Emergency relief is
needed now more than ever before. The
people need to know that we are not going
to leave until we get something accomplished."
Pelosi and Mnuchin were discussing
COVID relief and other end-of-session
items, including a $1.4 trillion catchall government funding bill. Mnuchin told reporters as he arrived at a Senate Banking Committee hearing to assess earlier COVID
rescue efforts that he and Pelosi are focused
primarily on the unfinished appropriations
bills, however.
Pelosi and Mnuchin grappled over a
relief bill for weeks before the November
election, discussing legislation of up to
$2 trillion. But Senate GOP conservatives
opposed their efforts and Pelosi refused to
yield on key points.
The bipartisan compromise proposal is virtually free of detail, but includes a
temporary shield against COVID-related
lawsuits against businesses and other organizations that have reopened despite the
pandemic.
That's a priority for McConnell. But his
warnings of a wave of destructive lawsuits
haven't been borne out, and it is sure to incite opposition from the trial lawyers' lobby,
which retains considerable influence with
top Democratic leaders.
The centrist lawmakers, both moderates
and conservatives, billed their proposal as
a temporary patch to hold things over until
next year. It contains $45 billion for transportation, including aid to transit systems
and Amtrak, $82 billion to reopen schools
and universities, funding for vaccines and
health care providers, and money for food
stamps, rental assistance and the Postal Service.
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Expected staffing shortages
could hit rural hospitals hard
By Roxana Hegeman And
Heather Hollingsworth
BELLE PLAINE, Kan. (AP) —
Anticipated staffing shortages amid
surging coronavirus cases could hit
rural hospitals especially hard because
smaller communities have more limited options for finding providers to cover for sick workers, medical providers
say.
"We are doing what we can to make
sure our staff are staying healthy and
safe and able to be available to treat the
community, but we also have heard that
with post-holiday, this could be a challenge," said Cindy Samuelson, senior
vice president for the Kansas Hospital
Association. "There is lots of potential
for community spread."
About 44% of the state's hospitals
on Monday were anticipating staffing
shortages this week with an expected
rise in COVID-19 cases following the
Thanksgiving holiday, according to the
association's COVID-19 dashboard.
"I know that in some of our communities just keeping the providers
healthy is something that is an intense
focus," Samuelson said. "We have rural communities where as that number
gets higher and more and more of their
providers get impacted, that takes them
out of service and so this challenge of
finding providers to cover is increasing."

Kansas ranks 13th in the nation with
1,210 COVID-19 cases per 100,000
residents, according to an analysis by
The Associated Press of data collected
by the John Hopkins University Center
for Systems Science and Engineering.
Five rural Kansas counties — Rush,
Republic, Ellsworth, Rawlins and Kearny — rank in the top 25 counties in
the nation with the most new cases per
capita in the past 14 days.
If medical providers in rural areas
get COVID-19 it "really puts small rural hospitals at risk" because options in
small communities can be challenging
and limited, Samuelson said.
Ben Kimball, a physician assistant
at Graham County Hospital in Hill
City in rural northwest Kansas, said
he spent hours on the phone and had
to make multiple calls to transfer out
three COVID-19 patients and one without the virus from Friday through early
Monday.
Two were flown to Kearny Regional
Hospital in Nebraska, about 100 miles
(160.93 kilometers) away, and the other two to the University of Kansas Hospital in Kansas City, Kansas, about 275
miles (442.57 kilometers) away. One of
the patients had to be put on a ventilator.
"We have always been able to send
people to a place with an ICU or critical care services if we needed to," he

From Page 22

said. "I think we are are all kind of nervous that that ability is dwindling."
The hospital normally has just three
to six in-patients at a time and doesn't
have the staffing or equipment to handle more complex cases.
"We are small to begin with," he
said. "If we get a couple nurses out or
aides out, that makes a difference."
Even some larger hospitals are
struggling with rising patient numbers
and staffing challenges.
The intensive care unit and the
COVID-19 ward at Hutchinson Regional Medical Center are both full and
the hospital's overflow COVID ward is
nearly full, The Hutchinson News reported.
There were nine people on ventilators Tuesday morning, and the hospital
is running out of specialized equipment
for new patients, said Chuck Welch, the
hospital's vice president.
"We're literally down to a handful
of (ventilators) and a handful of beds,"
Welch said. "We're buying everything
we can get hands on, but none are
available. Shortages are extending past
PPE to actual physical machinery."
The hospital also faces staffing issues with a 35 employees under observation for COVID-19, including 12
who have tested positive and 23 others
awaiting test results. More than a dozen are currently working from home.

Hospital

In her administrator’s report, Goodno
said a part-time healthcare finance
controller position opened. The person
will work four to six per month on site
with some remote. They’ll do financials,
audits, data analytics, reporting, budget,
etc.
As reported in a separate story
the Benjamin Steinmetz Charitable
Foundation donated $330,000 to the
Friends of KDH Foundation. The
Foundation has over $500,000 in funds
now.
Goodno said that Mott will complete

her BS in HR next month. Then she’ll
start her Masters Degree.
Giving the manor report, Anton said
they had a second employee test positive
for Covid, despite going above and
beyond to keep residents safe. Residents
are having to stay in their rooms for 14
days. All residents have stayed negative.
Anton said that Robin Davis asked to
transition from DON to floor nurse. Now
DON and ADON positions are open.
Medical staff appointments were
approved for the V-Rad medical team as
there are many radiologists.
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Alfalfa County real estate transactions
Real Estate Transfers
Book 864 page 618: Jose Gabriel
Hernandez and Lourdes Hernandez,
husband and wife, convey unto O’Neil
Laverne Metcalf and Erin Nancy
Metcalf: The southwest quarter of
section 2, township 28 north, range
9, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma.
Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 864 page 640: Ross
Trent Littlefield and Carly Brooke
Littlefield, trustees of the Littlefield
Trust, convey unto Ross Trent
Littlefield
and
Carly
Brooke
Littlefield, husband and wife: A tract
of land located in the south half of

the northwest quarter of section 34,
township, 27 north, range 11, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty
deed.
Book 864 page 711: Mary Jean
Washburn Irrevocable Trust conveys
unto John Bowman and Rebecca
Lynn Bowman: Lots 5 and 6, Block
7, Gilmore’s Addition to Cherokee,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Joint
tenancy warranty deed.
Mortgages
Book 864 page 619: O’Neil
Laverne Metcalf and Erin Nancy
Metcalf, to Farm Service Agency.
The southwest quarter of section 2,

township 28 north, range 9, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note:
$230,000.00.
Book 864 page 641: Ross
Trent Littlefield and Carly Brooke
Littlefield, husband and wife, to Open
Mortgage. A tract of land located in
the south half of the northwest quarter
of section 34, township, 27 north,
range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Note: $396,000.00.
Book 864 page 712: John Bowman
and Rebecca Lynn Bowman, to ACB
Bank. Lots 5 and 6, block 7, Gilmore’s
Addition to Cherokee, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Note: $52,000.00.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs
Tuesday, November 24, 2020
During this day there were two
traffic stops.
12:13 p.m. – Medic needed for a
lady who fell at Dollar General. No
transport needed.
12:53 p.m. – A call came in
about a child that was dropped off
at the Goltry Co-op with only a shirt
and shorts and it’s cold weather. A
second call came in about the 7-yearold child playing at the fuel pumps,
and when asked where his parents
were, he stated his mom was going
home to Kansas. Deputy en route and
attempted to contact DHS. The caller
called back and advised the child’s

sister came and picked him up in an
older green Chevy extended cab. The
caller advised they were going to try
to find where the people went because
the child told them that they burn
people with cigarettes where they
live. Caller advised the mother came
to pick up the child and was very
angry. Stated the child was always
running away and lying. The caller
tried to see where they went but lost
them. Deputy found the mother and
advised everything was okay.
2:50 p.m. – Report of a vehicle
on its side and the female driver was
okay but needed assistance.
7:42 p.m. – Report of a black calf

with a yellow ear tag.
Wednesday, November 25, 2020
During this day there were two
traffic stops.
8:14 p.m. – Report of an elderly
man pushing a stroller and wearing
dark clothing, walking on the shoulder
of U.S. Highway 64. Deputy en route
to the county line with an adult male.
Thursday, November 25, 2020
During this day there was one
traffic stop.
3:30 p.m. – Report of a welfare
th
check needed in the 600 block of 5
Street.
4:06 p.m. – Medic needed for
a male who was shaky and having
trouble walking. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
9:19 p.m. – Report of a fire on
County Road (CR) 695.
Friday, November 26, 2020
2:26 p.m. – Medic needed for
a male with leg weakness and high
heart rate. No transport needed.
3:19 p.m. – Report of a grass fire
on CR 550 and Comanche.
3:40 p.m. – Caller wanted to talk
to a deputy about someone attempting
to steal air conditioners from her
property.
4:22 p.m. – Caller advised she
needed a medic for her dad to be
taken to the hospital. Advised they
had just been there earlier. Medic

See Sheriff Page 36
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Animals and Pets

Hay for Sale

For Sale

Round Bales, Lovegrass $30,
Haygrazer $35. 580-748-1805

Angus & Red Angus Bred
Heifers. A.I to low BW Angus
Straw For Sale
Bulls. Dec Delivery $1500.
$5 small square bales. Wired.
Alva, OK. 580-430-1091
Will deliver. Mileage fee
Buying and Selling
beyond 15 miles from Kiowa,
Horses, mules, ponies & KS. 580-829-3090
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services

Garage Sales

Inside Estate Sale

$40% Off Mary Kay Sale

1800 W Locust, Alva. Sat 9amDiscount valid from Nov 13- 5pm. 1/2 price sale
Dec 6. Amber Leroux. 580Miscellaneous
748-1755.
amber.leroux@
For Rent
yahoo.com
8’ X 20’ Storage Container in
Employment
Dacoma. 785-845-6686
Help Wanted
For Sale
FT M_F 7:30am-5pm. Must
have drivers license,. Health Ins Well cared for Golf Carts.
& vacation after one year. Pick- $2600 & up. 2003 and newer.
Up application at Lehl & Son Alva, OK 928-503-9571
Water Well, 132 E Okla Blvd
Real Estate
Farm Supplies

Premium Prairie Grass

House for Sale

House on 5 acres. Arena and
Hay. Fertilized and sprayed for horse shed. Burlington/Byron
weeds & Johnson Grass. Horse area. 405-612-9357
or starter calf quality. 4ft x 6ft
For Rent
round bales. $90 per ton or $60
per bale. Delivery available. 2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-430580-542-8559
1003
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Alfalfa County
court filings
According to the affidavits
and petitions on file, the
following individuals have
been charged. An individual is
innocent of any charges listed
below until proven guilty in a
court of law. All information is
a matter of public record and
may be obtained by anyone
during regular hours at the
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The
Alva Review-Courier will not
intentionally alter or delete any
of this information. If it appears
in the courthouse public records,
it will appear in this newspaper

From Page 34

Felony Filings
Dana Marie Lockhart,
Cherokee, 44, has been charged
with telephone threat of
incendiary explosive ($402.75).
Civil Filings
Rural
Trust
Insurance
Company vs. Derek Bently:
damages ($242.14).
Traffic Filings
Nikolay
Sergeyevich
Karichev,
Los
Angeles,
California, has been cited for
operating a motor vehicle at a
speed not reasonable or proper
($294),

Sheriff

took the patient to St. Mary’s
Hospital in Enid.
4:31 p.m. – Report of
a front door and motion
detector alarm going off in
the 100 block of Slayton.
Advised it was the keyholder
who accidentally sent the
alarm off. Everything okay.
Saturday, November 28,
2020
During this day there was
one traffic stop.
9:52 a.m. – Caller wanted
to speak to an officer about
her lost wallet.
12:51 p.m. – Report of a
suspicious person walking
around Amorita.
12:52 p.m. – Report of
damage and theft at a farm
northeast of Goltry.
1:04 p.m. – Report of a
neighbor who was causing

a disturbance by yelling and
banging on doors.
2 p.m. – Report of a male
talking to a tree in the park.
3:27 p.m. – Report of a
cow lying on the side of the
road at OK-38 and Cimarron.
11:40 p.m. – Report of a
female who was dizzy. Medic
took the patient to St. Mary’s
Hospital in Enid.
Sunday, November 29,
2020
10:07 a.m. – Report of a
male with low oxygen levels.
Medic took patient to Bass
Hospital in Enid.
3:23 p.m. – Medic needed
for a 3-year-old child who
rolled off the bed. Advised
she was breathing but
unresponsive. Medic took the
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital
in Enid.
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Barber County real
estate transactions
Real Estate Transfers
Book 145 page 454: Kent
J. Kissing and Darcy L.
Killing, husband and wife,
convey unto Kelly D. Stewart
and Jennifer L. Stewart: East
half of section 20, township
34 south, range 10 west of
the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Quit claim deed.
Book 145 page 458:
Dewan Keith Fishgrab, a
single person, conveys unto
Donny Ray Ryals and Becky
Douglas Ryals, husband
and wife. Beginning at
the southeast corner of the
northeast quarter of section
1, township33 south, range
11, west of the 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Joint
tenancy warranty deed.
Book 145 page 459:
Jeanine Ellen Baird and
Shane Baird, wife and
husband, conveys unto Krista
Crites: Lots 12, 13, 14 and
15 in block 12 in Henton’s
Addition to the City of
Sharon.
Book 145 page 460:
Colton T. Lynch and Tara S.
Lynch, husband and wife,
convey unto Robert E. Lattin
Jr. and Candace R. Lattin,
husband and wife: Lot 6 in
block A in Forsyth Addition to
the City of Medicine Lodge.
Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 145 page 461:
Brook Keast and Kade Keast,

wife and husband, convey
unto Ryan M. Stephenson
and Briana B. Stephenson,
husband and wife. The east
half of block 3 in the City
of Sharon. Joint tenancy
warranty deed.
Book 145 page 462: Alan
D. Zablocki and Dawn E.
Zablocki, husband and wife,
convey unto West Haven
Holdings LLC. The east half
of the northwest quarter and
the southwest quarter of
section 2 and the east half
of the southeast quarter of
section 3, township 30 south,
range 13 west of the 6th PM.
Warranty deed.
Mortgages
Book 239 page 582:
William R. Cundiff Revocable
Trust, to Farm Credit of Enid.
Lots 1-2 section 30, township
34 south, range 12 West of
the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $1,348,250.00.
Book 240 page 1: Linda
K. Leibham and Joseph D.
Leibham, wife and husband,
unto Meritrust Federal Credit
Union. Lots 85 and 86, block
6 in Oil Hill Subdivision in
the City of Medicine Lodge,
Barber
County,
Kansas.
Note: $84,800.00.
Book 240 page 15: Dana
L. McKinney and Charles
R. McKinney, wife and

See Estate Page 38
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is
doing only carry out meals. Please call
327-1822 until noon the day before to
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at
10:30 a.m.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet
at Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is open Tuesday through
Sunday.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s
meeting is held every Wednesday.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is
doing only carry out meals. Please call
327-1822 until noon the day before to
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at
10:30 a.m.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is open Tuesday through
Sunday.
3-6 p.m. Food distribution every
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank,
818 Lane St.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr
House), Alva on Mondays and Thursdays.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is open Tuesday through
Sunday.
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Barber County court filings
Limited Civil Filings
Cash Link USA vs. Anthony Young:
debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Jason
Duncan: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs.
Anthony W. Shirley: debt collection.
Medicine
Lodge
Memorial
Hospital vs. Brad Hamilton: debt
collection.
Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital
vs. Francisco Smith: debt collection.
Domestic Filings
Eldon Holt vs. Richard Allen Holt:
protection from abuse.
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Traffic Filings
Kurt B. Beamesderfer has been
charged with maximum speed limits
($153).
Michael Dillon Brown has been
charged with maximum speed limits
($240).
Luke S. Ott has been charged with
failure to yield at stop or yield sign
($183).
George A. Sutton has been charged
with maximum speed limits ($207).
Taylor Madison Wiebener has been
charged with maximum speed limits
($231).

Estate

husband, to Credit Union of America.
Lot 7, block 6, in Regnier’s Amended
Revised Second Addition to the City
of Medicine Lodge, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $52,000.00.
Book 240 page 32: Donny Ray
Ryals and Becky Douglas Ryals,
husband and wife, to American
AgCredit, FLCA. Beginning at the
southeast corner of the northeast
quarter of section 1, township33
south, range 11, west of the 6th
PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$18,000.00.
Book 240 page 50: Robert E.
Lattin, Jr. and Candace R. Lattin,
husband and wife, to State Chartered

Credit Union. Lot 6 in block A in
Forsyth Addition to the City of
Medicine Lodge. Note: $93,500.00.
Book 240 page 64: Landon
C. Cunningham and Andrea K.
Cunningham, to Royal United
Mortgage LLC. Commencing at the
southwest corner of the north half of
section 10, township 32 south, range
12 west of the 6th PM, in Barber
County, Kansas. Note: 131,900.00.
Book 240 page 76: Briana B
Stephenson and Ryan M Stephenson,
wife and husband, to Citizen’s Bank
of Kansas. The east half of block 3
in the City of Sharon, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $135,850.00.
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‘Very dark couple of weeks’:
Morgues and hospitals overflow
By Tammy Webber and Heather
Hollingsworth
Nearly 37,000 Americans died of
COVID-19 in November, the most in
any month since the dark early days
of the pandemic, engulfing families in
grief, filling obituary pages of smalltown newspapers and testing the capacity of morgues, funeral homes and
hospitals.
Amid the resurgence, states have
begun reopening field hospitals to handle an influx of patients that is pushing
health care systems — and their workers — to the breaking point. Hospitals
are bringing in mobile morgues. And
funerals are being livestreamed or performed as drive-by affairs.
Health officials fear the crisis will
be even worse in coming weeks, after
many Americans ignored pleas to stay
home over Thanksgiving and avoid
people who don’t live with them.
“I have no doubt that we’re going
to see a climbing death toll ... and
that’s a horrific and tragic place to be,”
said Josh Michaud, associate director
of global health policy at the Kaiser
Family Foundation. “It’s going to be a
very dark couple of weeks.”
November’s toll was far lower than
the 60,699 recorded in April but perilously close to the next-highest total
of almost 42,000 in May, according
to data compiled by Johns Hopkins
University. Deaths had dropped to just
over 20,000 in June after states closed
many businesses and ordered people
to stay at home.
The fast-deteriorating situation is
particularly frustrating because vaccine distribution could begin within
weeks, Michaud said.
At Mercy Hospital Springfield in
Missouri, a mobile morgue that was
acquired in 2011 after a tornado ripped
through nearby Joplin and killed about
160 people has been put into use again.
On Sunday it held two bodies until funeral home workers could arrive.
At the Bellefontaine Cemetery in
St. Louis, burials are up by about onethird this year compared with last year,
and the cremated remains of about

20 people are sitting in storage while
their families wait for a safer time to
hold memorial services. The dead include a husband and wife in their 80s
who succumbed to COVID-19 five
days apart.
“You want to be safe at the gravesite
so you don’t have to do another graveside service” for another family member, said Richard Lay, Bellefontaine
Cemetery’s vice president.
The Minneapolis Star-Tribune had
10 1/2 pages of obituaries on Nov. 15.
In Worcester, Massachusetts, the
National Guard trucked in cots, medical supplies, tables and other items
needed to operate a 250-bed field hospital in the event the state’s medical
centers become overwhelmed.
Rhode Island opened two field hospitals with more than 900 beds combined. The state’s regular hospitals
reached their coronavirus capacity on
Monday. New York City, the epicenter
of the U.S. outbreak earlier in the year,
reopened a field hospital last week on
Staten Island. Wisconsin has a field
hospital in West Allis ready to take
overflow patients. A Nevada hospital
has added hospital bed capacity in an
adjacent parking garage.
“Hospitals all around the country are worried on a day-to-day basis
about their capacity ... and we’re not
really even into winter season and we
haven’t seen the impact of Thanksgiving travel and Thanksgiving gatherings,” said Dr. Amesh Adlaja, a senior
scholar at the Johns Hopkins Center
for Health Security.
The number of hospital beds is
just one concern. Many hospitals are
scrambling to find enough staff to care
for patients as the virus surges almost
everywhere at once, Adlaja said.
“You can’t just say we’ll have
doctors and nurses from other states
come because those other states are
also dealing with COVID patients,” he
said.
The virus is blamed for over
268,000 deaths and more than 13.5
million confirmed infections in the
United States. A record 96,000 peo-

ple were in the hospital with the virus
in the U.S. as of Monday. The U.S. is
seeing on average more than 160,000
new cases per day and almost 1,470
deaths — equal to what the country
was witnessing in mid-May.
State and local officials also are
responding with shutdowns, curfews,
quarantines and mask mandates.
California officials said the state
could see a tripling of hospitalizations
by Christmas and is considering stayhome orders for areas with the highest
case rates. Los Angeles County already has told its 10 million residents
to stay home.
In Oklahoma, Republican Gov.
Kevin Stitt declared Thursday a day of
prayer and fasting as the state’s confirmed coronavirus infections neared
200,000. State health authorities Tuesday reported a one-day high of over
1,700 hospitalizations.
Stitt, who tested positive for the virus in July, has donated plasma to help
other patients recover and said he will
do it again.
“I believe we must continue to ask
God to heal those who are sick, comfort those who are hurting and provide renewed strength and wisdom to
all who are managing the effects of
COVID-19,” he said in a statement.
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