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By Marione Martin
With three candidates running for 

the Alfalfa County Commissioner 
District No. 2 position, no one 
gained more than 50 percent of the 
votes. The top two, Michael Roach 
and Nelson Frantz, will face off in 
the primary runoff election Aug. 25. 
Roach received 209 votes or 47.83 
percent while Frantz had 170 votes 
or 38.9 percent. The third candidate, 
Kevin Irwin, received 58 votes or 
13.27 percent.

Two Alfalfa County candidates 
retained their offices. County Clerk 
Laneta Unruh defeated Shana 
Smallwood 859 to 417 or 67.32 
percent to 32.68 percent. Sheriff Rick 
Wallace received 82.64 percent of 
the vote or 1,057 compared to 17.36 
percent for his opponent Ryan P. 
McNeil.

The Alfalfa County sales tax 
proposition passed easily with 1,129 
voting in favor (71.61 percent) and 

393 against.
The City of Waynoka sales tax 

proposal went down to defeat by 
one vote, according to state election 
board results. The one percent sales 
tax was intended in part for capital 
improvements of the Waynoka 
Municipal Swimming Pool. Of the 
total 173 votes cast, 87 voted against 
the sales tax and 86 in favor. The 
Woods County Election Board said 
the county election results were 
certified at 5 p.m. Friday with no 
appeals or protests.

A Woods County proposition 
allowing restaurants to serve 
alcoholic beverages by the drink for 
on-premises consumption on Sunday 
was passed by a 60.14 percent 
margin. Numerous other counties 
in the state have already passed a 
similar measure. The proposition 
only applies to those establishments 
already serving alcohol.

State Question 802 for Medicaid 
expansion passed by a narrow margin 
in Oklahoma June 30, garnering 
50.48 percent in favor with 49.52 
percent opposed. Unofficial returns 
list 340,279 votes in favor statewide 
and 333,761 against. 

The measure will become part 

of the state constitution which will 
prevent legislators from enacting 
rules that could make it more difficult 
to quality for coverage such as work 
requirements. Nearly 200,000 low-
income adult residents are expected 
to gain health insurance through this 
measure which won’t go into effect 
until July next year. Expansion is 
estimated to bring a little more than 
$1 billion additional federal funds 
annually to Oklahoma, according 
to Amber England, the initiative 
campaign manager. The state will 
have to pick up 10 percent of the cost. 

However, Alfalfa and Woods 
County voters disagreed with the 
state majority. Alfalfa County 
opposed the question 1,100 to 436 or 
71.61 percent against. Woods County 
had 62.58 percent voting against the 
state question. The tally was 1,097 
votes against and 656 in favor in the 
county.

In his home county, Roland 
Pederson of Burlington easily 
defeated his opponent in the 
Republican primary for State Senator 
District 19. In Alfalfa County, he 
collected 995 votes compared to 
284 for David M. Mason of Enid. 
Pederson won in total district votes 
although the margin was narrower; 
he received 54.44 percent compared 
to 45.56 for Mason.

Alfalfa County commissioner 
candidates face runoff
Waynoka city sales tax measure loses by one vote

Local students earn distinction 
at Wichita State University

Wichita State University has announced the names of more than 3,700 students 
who were on the WSU dean’s honor roll for spring 2020. Local students receiving 
award were: Cynthia L. Martin from Alva, Oklahoma; and Andrea K. Cunningham, 
Victoria L. Fagan, Brady F. Flesner, Brooke L. Hammond and Riston F. Landwehr, 
all of Medicine Lodge, Kansas. 

To be included on the dean’s honor roll, a student must be enrolled full time (at 
least 12 credit hours) and earn at least a 3.5 grade point average on a 4.0 scale.

The graduate school offers an extensive program including more than 40 master’s 
degrees that offer study in more than 100 areas; a specialist in education degree; 
and doctoral degrees in applied mathematics, audiology, chemistry, communication 
sciences and disorders, human factors and community/clinical psychology, 
educational leadership, nursing practice, physical therapy, and aerospace, electrical, 
industrial and mechanical engineering.
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Grief and resilience
By Marione Martin

While we usually think of grief in 
terms of a death it can be more broadly 

defined as an 
emotion following 
a loss. During all 
the coronavirus 
pandemic 
restrictions, 
closings and 
cancellations, 
most of us have 
experienced losses. 
The biggest loss 
is predictability. 

Even during reopening in this part of 
the country, much remains undecided.

Many of last weekend’s 4th of July 
activities were scaled back. Some 
retail businesses are still seeing a 
slowdown in sales. The Nescatunga 
Arts Festival in Alva was postponed 
from June to Aug. 8. It appears 
there will be a Woods County Fair, 
but we’re not yet sure of the form. 
Schools are working on plans for fall 
classes. Uncertainty abounds.

According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, there were 
approximately 1 million candidates 
for an associate’s degree, 2 million 
for a bachelor’s degree and just over 
a million for an advanced degree. 
The majority of these were deprived 
of a graduation ceremony. Once 
graduated, many found themselves 
unable to continue into planned 
careers. Some had to move back 
home with parents. 

Students who finished classwork 
at home as well as adults working 
from home have experienced the 
loss of routines and the socializing 
inherent in their usual schedules. 
They are facing uncertainty of what 

future school or work will look like.
Then there are the birthday 

parties, weddings and funerals that 
were canceled or minimized or 
postponed. We’ve been deprived of 
the celebrations we expect to mark 
joyous occasions. We’ve missed the 
closure and support of family and 
friends provided by funerals. 

An article on grief is featured in 
the August 2020 issue of Psychology 
Today. In the article, New York 
psychologist Susan Birne-Stone is 
quoted, “We all lost what we thought 
our life would be on a day-to-day 
basis. There’s so much devastation 
right now that you just have to take 
a moment to acknowledge your own 
pain: I’m allowed to feel what I feel.”

While there have been articles and 
books about the stages of grief, it’s 
really not that predictable. In a book 
about his wife’s death, C.S. Lewis 
likened it to an airplane bombing – 
a big plane circles around, drops its 
load, takes quite a long time to come 
back, and then bombs again. 

I recently read a book by Sheryl 
Sandburg and Adam Grant titled 
“Option B.” The book was written by 
Sandburg after her husband’s sudden 
death, leaving her with two small 
children to care for. Her friend Grant 
is a psychologist who contributed to 
the book. 

Grant advised Sandburg to avoid 
the three P’s – personalization, 
pervasiveness and permanence. 
Personalization is the belief that we 
are at fault. Pervasiveness is the belief 
that an event will affect all areas of our 
life. Permanence is the belief that the 
aftershocks will last forever. Instead, 
the book points toward cultivating 
resilience, the strength and speed of 

our response to adversity.
Resilience is a continuing theme 

throughout the book. The title comes 
from the idea that Option A is our 
preferred outcome – still having that 
loved one in our lives and sharing 
experiences. Instead, Sandburg says 
if we’re stuck with the less desired 
Option B of going on alone, we should 
embrace it and give it all we’ve got.

Resilience is also a theme in the 
Psychology Today article. One quoted 
source is George Bonanno, the author 
of “The Other Side of Sadness: What 
the New Science of Bereavement 
Tells Us About Life After Loss.” He 
reports people who are resilient cry 
when asked to talk about the loss 
early on, but they haven’t lost their 
ability to laugh. In fact, minutes later, 
the majority are able to laugh. 

Bonanno has identified a mindset 
that characterizes those who adapt to 
the loss without drowning in despair. 
They’re optimistic. They display a 
so-called challenge appraisal, which 
enables them to think, “Okay, I didn’t 
want this to happen. But what do I 
need to do to get beyond it?”

But before everything else, they 
engage with the stressful event with 
optimism and confidence in coping. 
Bonanno uses the term “flexibility 
mindset.”

Flexibility is the key to coping 
with today’s current climate of 
uncertainty. If you can’t change a 
situation, you can change yourself or 
your response to it.

Our lives may never return to 
exactly what they were before. We 
may even see changes for the better. 
If we remain optimistic and resilient 
and flexible, we’ll be able to cope 
with whatever the future holds.
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in the betterment of the Alva Public 
Schools.”

“Thank you, Mr. Argo for your 
leadership,” she continued. “Without 
you, our job would be a whole lot 
harder.”

Finances
Superintendent Tim Argo reviewed 

school finances, pointing out that gross 
production revenue from oil and gas 
was down almost one million dollars 
in the past year compared to the year 
before. There was some increase in 
motor vehicle tax revenue. However, 
Oklahoma schools have been told 
to expect decreases in all revenue 
streams as the effects of COVID-19 
become more evident in the next 
months. “We don’t know what’s going 
to happen with the economy,” he said.

Building fund expenses last year 
were low at $69,277, but Argo said 
that is expected to increase this year 
as more of the maintenance expenses 
are moved over into the building fund. 
The school collects about $650,000 
in the building fund “so it’s a very 
healthy fund,” he said.

Another change is an increase in 
payroll expenses in the child nutrition 
fund because cooks are being moved 
over from the general fund into the 
child nutrition fund.

“Looking at fund balances you can 
see Alva Public Schools have done 
well through your stewardship and 
superintendents before me,” Argo 
told the board. Projected balances are 
$6.1 million for the general fund with 
a $3 million carryover in the building 
fund and a $285,000 carryover in 
child nutrition. “Those are all very 
important because, if you notice, 
we continue to eat into that because 
economically things are slow. We’re 
not collecting like we were and so it’s 
really important as we move forward 
that we begin to be more conservative 
in our expenditures. That’s one of 
the things that we hear throughout 
the state, to make sure you’re 
conservative as we move into these 
uncertain economic times.”

In the activity fund, the year was 

COVID-19 because of age or medical 
reasons. No extracurricular activities 
will be available to these students as it 
would defeat the purpose of protecting 
the vulnerable.

Students must apply for the 
blended or the fully virtual options 
and there will be counseling for the 
families to make sure this option 
is suitable. Once chosen, these two 
options are locked in for the semester.

Those students in traditional 
classroom learning could move to 
online if a family member gets sick or 
there is a family quarantine.

School enrollment forms and 
information may be found on the 
school website: www.alvaschools.com

Oath, Reorganization
Shane Hansen was the only board 

member absent Monday. Board 
member Larry Parker began his new 
term by reciting the oath of office 
before signing both the oath and the 
confidentiality statement.

The board then elected new 
officers. Jane McDermott will 
continue as president of the board. 
Tiffany Slater is vice president, Karen 
Koehn is clerk and Larry Parker is 
deputy clerk.

McDermott said of all the boards 
she has served on, “this happens to 
be the very best one. I appreciate 
each one of you (board members) 
and the way we have moved forward 

By Marione Martin
In just over a month, students will 

return to classes in the Alva Public 
Schools (APS). Administrators, 
teachers and staff have been working 
all summer on a return to learning 
plan. Monday night, the Alva Board 
of Education approved the school’s 
learning options for this school year.

Last week the board was given 
a preview of the plan to study. APS 
Curriculum Coordinator Shane Feely 
summarized the plan and answered 
questions during Monday’s board 
meeting.

The first and preferred option is 
for classes in a traditional in-person 
setting. This is considered the optimal 
plan for learning. Students in this 
setting will also be able to participate 
in the usual extracurricular activities. 
If the school is required to close, like 
what happened after spring break, 
those in this option would move to 
online learning.

The blended option is a mixture 
of online and onsite learning similar 
to the alternative education offered 
in the past. This is only available 
to grades 6-12 because of staffing. 
These students may also participate in 
school extracurricular activities.

The third option is for fully virtual 
learning. Feely explained this option 
was set up for students who have 
family members at high risk for 

Three options for students returning 
to Alva Public Schools this fall

 See School Page 29
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Obituaries
LAUREN MELISSA (BROGAN) 

FULMER
Lauren Melissa (Brogan) Fulmer, 27, 

of Stillwater, Oklahoma, passed away 
Wednesday, July 1, 
2020. Lauren was 
born June 2, 1993, 
in Medicine Lodge, 
Kansas, and was a 
2011 graduate of 
South Barber High 
School. She enjoyed 
the company of her 
family, friends and 

connecting with children; she loved 
hiking and running with her dear pup 
Kingsley, was passionate about physical 
fitness and inspired so many to be better 
versions of themselves; and she loved 
music and going to concerts. 

Lauren is survived by her parents, 
Cara and Mark Smith; siblings, 
Ashley Lee, Clinton (Angi) Brogan, 
Ky Smith, Kenneth (Sheila) Brogan, 
Morgan (Aaron) McDonald, Samantha 
(Justin) Siler, Nicole (Cody) Briggs; 
grandparents Robert Brogan, Beth and 
Wes Smith; numerous aunts, uncles, 
cousins, nieces and nephews; and special 
friends Heather and Shawn Millermon 
and their two children, as well as so 
many other friends.

She was preceded in death by 
her father, Kenneth Brogan; brothers 
Robert Brogan and Jacob Smith; 
and grandparents Eileen and Charles 
Wentlender and Pauline Brogan. 

Funeral services were held on 
Tuesday, July 7, 2020, at 10 a.m. at 
Driftwood Christian Church with 
burial at Byron-Amorita Cemetery.  
Arrangements are by Lanman Funeral 
Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.

lanmanmemorials.com.
In lieu of flowers donations may 

be made to the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention or St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research through the funeral 
home.

JERRY BOONE GRAYBILL
Funeral services for Jerry Boone 

Graybill will be 11 a.m. Thursday, July 
9, 2020, at the Alva 
First Baptist Church 
with Rev. Ron Argo 
and Pastor Chris 
Ruwaldt officiating. 
Cremation will 
follow under the 
direction of Marshall 
Funeral Home of 
Alva. 

Jerry Boone 
Graybill, son of the late James Nolan 
and Mary Evelyn (Twyman) Graybill, 
was born October 22, 1943, on the farm 
north of Leedey, Oklahoma, and passed 
away July 5, 2020, in Alva, Oklahoma, 
at the age of 76 years, 8 months and 13 
days. 

Jerry graduated from Leedey High 
School, then obtained his bachelor’s 
degree in education from Southwest 
Oklahoma State University in 1968, and 
later he earned his master’s degree in 
education. He taught school for six years 
in Westmoreland, Kansas, and Taloga, 
Oklahoma. 

On June 8, 1969, he was united in 
marriage to Marie Elaine Palmberg at 
the Methodist Church in Palco, Kansas. 
In 1975, Jerry and Elaine moved to 
Alva where he worked as a probation 
and parole officer for the Department of 
Corrections until his retirement in 2004. 
After his retirement, he helped Harold 
Cushenbery in the moving and storage 
business. 

Jerry attended the Alva First Baptist 
Church and was a member of the Town 
and Country Christian Church. He was a 
long-time member of the Alva Kiwanis 
Club and Northwest Law Enforcement. 
He had a lifelong love of trains and loved 
to tinker. Everything that had broken 
was “Jerry-rigged” for repairs. 

Besides his parents, he was preceded 
in death by one sister, Darlene Leck and 
her husband Don, and one sister-in-law, 
Helen Graybill. 

Jerry is survived by his wife, Elaine, 
of the home; one son, Jeff Graybill 
and wife, Amy, of Alva; one daughter, 
Melissa Fisher and husband, Chad, of 
Alva; four brothers, Duwayne Graybill 
of Weatherford, Vic Graybill and wife 
Wallie of Bethany, Bob Graybill and wife 
Judy of Clinton, and Calvin Graybill and 
wife Verna of Alva; six grandchildren, 
Braylyn Graybill (of Copeland, Kansas), 
and Saydy Graybill, Jaylyn Graybill, 
Braxton Fisher, Chloe Fisher and Peyton 
Fisher (all of Alva); other relatives and 
friends. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made through the 
funeral home to the Beadles Nursing 
Home Activity Fund or the Cherokee 
Strip Museum. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

CAROL ANN JOHNSON
Graveside services will be held at the 

Alva Municipal Cemetery on Thursday, 
July 9, 2020, at 10 a.m. 
with Rev. Donnetta 
Hunter, pastor, 
Assembly of God 
Church, officiating. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.
com. 

Carol Ann 
(Stewart) Johnson, 

daughter of Fred and Lorene Stewart, 
was born in Guthrie, Oklahoma, on 
March 2, 1956. She passed away July 5, 
2020, at the age of 64 years.

She married David Pierce on June 
26, 1975, at the Alva Assembly of God 
Church. The couple was blessed with 
two sons, Jason and Joe Pierce.

Carol worked for several nursing 
homes around the Alva area as a CNA. 
She then moved to Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
where she met and married Larry Joe 
Johnson on June 13, 1997.

She loved line dancing, fishing, 
spending time outdoors with her dogs, 
taking her dogs for car rides, collecting 
western and farm themed scenes and 
spending time with horses.

She also liked helping her neighbors 

 See Obits  Page 32
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Logan Eades (left) and Zachary Thomas of Waynoka display their American and Trump flags from the tailgates of their 
pickups at the Dacoma 3rd of July Blowout Friday. Photo by Kathleen Lourde

Area folks at Dacoma’s July 3rd Blowout line up to sample the chuckwagon-style food provided by Jim and Annie 
McGill. The couple, who ran McGill’s Cafe in Waynoka, recently moved to Cleo Springs and are now focusing all their 
attention on their movable feasts. Photo by Kathleen Lourde
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Like a number of area families, the Durkees (from left: Greg, Beau, Matt, Reese, Christy, Audrey and baby Nola) settled 
down at the town park in Dacoma to eat some good food and watch the kiddie trains, dunk tank, turtle races and other 
events at the Dacoma 3rd of July Blowout, which culminated in fireworks at dusk. Photo by Kathleen Lourde

From left: Friends Jaelyn Shreebe, Presley Shramek and Kara Pace are resplen-
dent in their patriotic finery at the Dacoma 3rd of July Blowout. Photo by Kath-
leen Lourde

Don’t Lock
Me In

The
Car!
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The Leadership Oklahoma Board of 
Directors recently elected Lana Reynolds, 
president of Seminole State College, to 
be chair of the organization’s 2020-2021 
board of directors.

Leadership Oklahoma is entering 
its 34th year as a statewide leadership 
development program designed to 
identify, educate and challenge the 
leaders of our state.  This program has 
had a positive impact on the entire state 
with over 1,600 program graduates 
representing communities from Idabel to 
Guymon and Altus to Miami. 

The board of directors is 
representative of that membership and 
has the energy and vision to continue the 
goal of creating a dynamic network of 
leaders to shape Oklahoma’s future and 
to fulfill Leadership Oklahoma’s vision 
of Oklahoma leaders making Oklahoma 
the leader.

The board also elected members of its 
executive committee for the upcoming 
year.  Officers include: Vice Chair/Chair-
Elect/Chair-Administration Tom Evans, 

Burlington; Secretary/Treasurer/Chair-
Finance Committee Mindy Mahaney, 
Tulsa; Chair-Adult Program Committee 
Ginny Bass Carl, Oklahoma City; 
Chair-Development Committee David 
Wagner, Bixby; Chair-Marketing/PR 
Committee Gail Huneryager, Edmond; 
Chair-Membership Committee Kathy 
Potts, Oklahoma City; Chair – Youth 
Program Committee Adam Leaming, 
Ponca City; and Immediate Past Chair/ 
Chair – Nominating Committee Scott 
Stidham, Sapulpa. At-large members of 
the 2020 – 2021 executive committee 
are: Jason Hawkins (youth chair-elect), 
Oklahoma City; and Kathy Banks-
Monroe (membership chair-elect), 
Lawton; Laurie Tilley (adult chair-elect), 
Tulsa; Susan Paddack, Ada; Melissa Hall, 
Stillwater; Lyle Roggow, Duncan; Kyle 
Hughbanks, Alva; Philip Kaiser, Tulsa; 
and Sammye Cravens, Oklahoma City.

Members of the 2020 – 2021 
board of directors are: Matt Brown, 
Nichols Hills; G.T. Bynum, Tulsa; 
Michele C. Hockersmith, Durant; 

Stephanie Cameron, Tulsa; Kent 
Carter, Norman; Alan Case, Woodward; 
Moises Echeverria, Tulsa; Jennifer 
Ellis, Medicine Park; Amy Anne Ford, 
Durant; Cody Holcomb, Ada; Rachel 
Hutchings, Skiatook; Farooq Karim, 
Norman; Thomas Lewis II, Oklahoma 
City; Terron Liles, Ponca City; Marcie 
Mack, Enid; Dwayne Martin, Altus; Ken 
Miller, Oklahoma City; Mike Mitchell, 
Fitzhugh; Dan Molina, Oklahoma City; 
Martie Oyler, Enid; J.T. Petherick, 
Oklahoma City; Jamie Polk, Oklahoma 
City; Becky Samples, Norman; Ronna 
Vanderslice, Lawton; and Kevin Wallace, 
Wellston.

Advisory board members elected to 
serve a one-year term are Dan Boren, 
Edmond; Kim Henry, Edmond; Mary 
Mark Jenkins, Oklahoma City; Victor 
T. McCullough, Moore; Lindy Ritz, 
Norman; and Mark Williams, Oklahoma 
City.

Dr. Marion Paden, Oklahoma City, 
serves as the president and CEO of 
Leadership Oklahoma.

Burlington resident named 
to leadership committee

By Stacy Sanborn
In Alfalfa County, July’s beginning 

brought with it the usual monthly 
reports of appropriations, alcohol 
beverage tax allocations, highway 
expenditures, officer reports, and court 
clerk management and preservation. 

Commissioners Jay Hague, Stan 
Tucker and Marvin Woodall got to work, 
first signing off on last week’s meeting 

minutes, the maintenance and operation 
payment warrants, and blanket purchase 
orders. There were no road-crossing 
permits.

Allocation of Alcohol Beverage Tax
Aline $748.74
Amorita $133.83
Burlington $549.80
Byron $126.60
Carmen $1,284.07
Cherokee $5,418.40
Goltry $900.66
Helena $5,074.78
Jet $770.44
Lambert $21.70

Appropriations
Sheriff Courthouse Security $378.78
County Clerk Preservation $1536.19
County Clerk $64.19
Assessor Revolving $111
Assessor Visual $5.96
Court Clerk Rec Management $50
Enhanced 911 $13,041.79
E-911 Sales Tax $7,649.39

Fair Arena Sales Tax: $8,218.24
Sheriff Cash $3,740.99
SJ-10 $74.53
Cash HST District 3 $4,903.46
Cash HST District 2 $4,903.46
Cash HST District 1 $4,903.46
Highway T-8 $17,537.20
Highway T-2 A District 1 $1,487.50
Highway T-2 A District 2 $4,376.27
Highway $206,395.55
Highway Cash T-5 $44,500
Treasurer $90
Sales Tax Health $48,644.93
Cash Contingency $13,239.36
1102-6-4200-2005 (Department of 

Emergency Management) $28,324.13
OBF Donation for CRT Areas: 

$8,748.75
After approving those, commissioners 

signed off on some lapsed appropriations 
from previous years. These were from 
FY 2017-2018, FY 2018-2019 and FY 
2019-2020. All were moved to FY 2020-
2021.

Monthly reports approved in Alfalfa County
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Property Owner
Plat Maps
Available

These popular book
maps keep selling out.
More will be arriving 

in a few days.
Maps for Woods,

Alfalfa, Major
County, OK

& Barber County, KS
$30 plus tax

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200
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By State Rep. Carl Newton 
As we approach the Fourth of July 

holiday, I’m reminded anew of the love 
I have for the United 
States of America 
and the desire I have 
for all citizens of 
our great nation to 
appreciate our country 
and remain loyal to its 
cause. 

The level 
of freedom and 

liberty we have in this nation is truly 
unparalleled in any other nation in the 
world. This does not come without cost. 
Ask anyone who planted a flag on the 
grave of a loved one on Memorial Day 
about the sacrifice in blood and tears 
that they and their loved one paid to 
secure such freedom. Ask any member 
of the military who today is serving at a 
post far from home about the lump they 
still get in their throat when the see the 
red, white and blue waving above them. 
Ask a veteran about the horrors they 

witnessed in war, the friends they lost, 
the difficulty of resuming normal life 
after serving for a cause so much bigger 
than many of us even realize. 

When our nation’s founders fought 
and debated the case of independence 
from the tyranny of Great Britain, they 
were well aware of the cost of such 
a call. They had been involved in the 
American Revolution for more than a 
year by the time the final draft of the 
Declaration of Independence was finally 
approved on July 4, 1776. They already 
had lost brothers and sisters to the cause 
of freedom. They knew they would 
lose more. They took their bold action 
because they believed people deserved 
to be represented fairly by those who 
shared the same soil and understood the 
same toil. They wanted a say in how 
their taxes were spent. They wanted a 
voice in how they were governed. Most 
of all they wanted dear liberty, even at 
the cost of death. 

As you enjoy this Independence Day 
– maybe by watching your children’s 

eyes light up as they watch fireworks 
or light sparklers, maybe by enjoying 
a barbecue or sweet watermelon, or by 
spending time at the lake or the pool, 
maybe just by having some time off work 
– please remember why we celebrate. 

We celebrate so that all men and 
women might be free to enjoy life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We 
celebrate for all the freedoms we enjoy 
– the right to own our own homes, to 
choose our own vocation, to raise our 
children in the manner we wish, to attend 
the church of our choice and worship 
God in the manner we choose and so, 
so much more. On this day, I hope you 
will say thank you to God above for such 
freedom and for the vision and sacrifice 
of those who fought so valiantly to give 
it to us. 

Happy July Fourth! 
If I can help you with anything, you 

may reach me by email at carl.newton@
okhouse.gov, or phone me at 405-557-
7339. May God bless you and the State 
of Oklahoma. 

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

Remember why we celebrate

By Marione Martin
The Woods County commissioners 

had a lot of annual agreements to approve 
and sign during their first meeting of the 
new fiscal year. All three commissioners 
were present for the meeting Monday, 
July 6. Randy McMurphy chaired the 
meeting with David Hamil and John 
Smiley present.

The commissioners approved Woods 
County temporary appropriations 
for FY2020-2021 in the amount of 
$10,999,831.56 which is 80 percent of 
last year’s budget.

Resolution 20-21-01 was approved. 
It lists annual contract renewals for all 
sorts of services and equipment such as 
insurance agreements, telephone service, 
equipment payments, tower rental and 
software.

The commissioners approved a 
shorter list of annual contracts for the 
county health department in Resolution 

20-21-02. These contracts include 
facility rental, phone service, copier 
maintenance and custodial service.

Resolution 20-21-03 for detention 
contracts was approved. The resolution 
lists contract rates for juvenile detention 
services and transportation at several 
facilities.

In another annual action, 
commissioners approved Resolution 
20-21-04 to direct the treasurer to 
reimburse the election board personal 
service general fund account according 
to Oklahoma statutes.

The commissioners approved the 
annual agreement between USDA 
and the board of commissioners in the 
amount of $2,400.

An agreement was approved between 
the Waynoka Police Department and the 
County Sheriff to house inmates in the 
Woods County Jail.

Allan Poe was reappointed as a board 

member to the Avard Regional Rail 
Park Authority. He was filling out the 
unexpired term of Joe Royster.

The commissioners approved six 
month bids and blanket purchase orders. 
They also approed the certificate and 
municipal orders to county clerk and 
county treasurer for surety bonds filed 
with ACCO-SIG for Alfalfa, Blaine, 
Dewey, Harper, Major and Woodward 
Counties.

The following monthly reports were 
approved:

Assessor, collections $95.00
County Clerk Office, collections, 

$9,715.25
Court Clerk Office, balance, 

$84,532.62
Court Clerk RM&P, balance, 

$2,179.01
Election Board, balance, $5,634.49
Health Department, collections, 

$99.77

Woods County commissioners
approve new fiscal year contracts
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By Marione Martin
After reaching seven confirmed 

positive cases of COVID-19 last week in 
Alva, the count dropped to six because a 
duplicate was found. However, on July 7 
the number rose to eight confirmed cases. 
Of those, five are shown as recovered. The 
only confirmed cases in Woods County 
have been in Alva.

Alfalfa County remains at one positive 
case, since recovered. That individual was 
located in Jet. Harper County also has had 
only one case, since recovered. Major 
County is reporting eight cases with one 
death and the remaining seven recovered. 

Woodward County has had 15 positive 
cases with 11 recovered. Garfield County 
(Enid) has had 84 cases with two deaths 
and 63 recovered.

Tulsa County has had the highest 
number of cases with 4,365; of those 
3,294 have recovered and 71 have died. 
Oklahoma County follows with 3,819 
cases, 70 deaths and 2,719 recovered. 
Cleveland County (Norman) is third 
highest with 1,157 cases, 40 deaths and 
859 recovered. Texas County is fourth with 
997 cases, six deaths and 982 recovered.

The Oklahoma State Department of 
Health reported Tuesday the state has 

had 17,220 confirmed cases, up 858 from 
Monday’s total. There were five new 
deaths; none occurred in the preceding 24 
hours. One was in Carter County, a male 
in the 65 and older age group. One was 
in Delaware County, a female in the 65 
and older age group. One was in Garvin 
County, a male in the 50–64 age group. 
One was in McCurtain County, a male in 
the 65 and older age group. One was in 
Muskogee County, one female in the 65 
and older age group. There are 404 total 
deaths in the state.

For more information, visit 
coronavirus.health.ok.gov.

Alva has two more positive COVID-19 cases

By Marione Martin
A Cherokee man was injured 

when his motorized bicycle had a 
mechanical problem Friday morning, 
July 3. The incident occurred at 11:16 
a.m. on Greer Road, three-tenths of a 

mile west of County Road 600. The 
location is approximately 1.3 miles 
west of Cherokee in Alfalfa County.

Gene Leon Davis, 72, of Cherokee, 
was driving a Huffy motorized bicycle 
westbound on Greer Road. The bike 
experienced mechanical problems 
with the rear fender, causing Davis 
to lose control and impact with the 
roadway.

Davis was transported by Alfalfa 

County EMS to Share Medical Center 
in Alva. He was then transferred by 
Air Evac to OU Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City where he was admitted 
in critical condition with head injuries.

OHP Trooper Justin Barney 
investigated, assisted by Trooper 
Robert Cottrill, Cherokee Police 
Department, Cherokee Fire 
Department, Alfalfa County Sheriff’s 
Office and Alfalfa County EMS.

Cherokee man injured in accident
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Newly re-elected Alfalfa County Sheriff Rick Wallace and 
his wife Dianna give out free root beer floats at the Cherokee 
4th of July festivities. Photo by Desiree Morehead 
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Lake Lyon got soaked when his water balloon burst at the Cherokee 4th of July 
festivities. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Cherokee Main Street President Kyle Spade helps the younger ones with their 
hot dogs at the 4th of July festivities. Photo by Desiree Morehead 

Kolton Gilley uses gentle hands to 
keep his water balloon from popping 
during the Cherokee 4th of July festiv-
ities. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Autumn McMahan tosses her egg 
during the Cherokee 4th of July fes-
tivities. Photo by Desiree Morehead 
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Braxton Wilhite stretched to catch his 
egg during the egg toss at the Chero-
kee 4th of July festivities. Photo by De-
siree Morehead

Nicole Allison (left) and Rebecca Salinas (right) try to catch their eggs during the 
egg toss at the Cherokee 4th of July festivities. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Cherokee Police Chief Ryan McNeil 
gets Bo Stocking’s fingerprints at the 
Cherokee 4th of July festivities. The 
Cherokee Police Department had 
booth to get kids’ fingerprints and 
photos. Photo by Desiree Morehead

SUMMER SAFETY
LLooookk  OOuutt......TThhee  KKiiddss  AArree  OOuutt!!
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closed out in June with all accounts 
in good standing. A few years ago, 
the school started using a spreadsheet 
to track fundraisers so they could 
tell which ones had been completed, 
which ones didn’t occur and which 
ones are no longer being used. 

“You can tell we’ve made some 
headway in reducing the amount of 
fundraisers,” Argo noted. “I appreciate 
our sponsors being mindful of that as 
they completed this year.” He said 
there were 116 fundraisers this year 
compared to 147 last year.

Superintendent’s Report
Supt. Argo had one resignation to 

report. Kanon Collins has resigned as 
sixth grade girls’ basketball coach. 
However, she will continue to teach 
middle school math.

Argo said the school continues 
to work with the architect and 
construction manager to make sure 
the art building plans are within the 
budget.  “That’s a slow process, but 
we’re continuing to meet,” he said.

In preparation for bringing students 
back into the buildings for classes this 
fall, Argo said he and Supt. Daren 
Slater from Northwest Technology 
met with local medical professionals. 
They also looked at regional and state 
perspectives to plan for a safe start. 
“We continue to review that plan and 
continue to revise it as the situation 
changes.”

Next week Argo will be meeting 
with principals, teachers and support 
staff to review a plan together and get 
their feedback on safety and mitigation 
standards to use in bringing teachers 
and students back. “We’ve got a lot of 
work ahead of us.”

Two years ago the school embarked 

on a strategic planning process. “That 
is something we’re pausing right 
now,” Argo said. “We hope to pick 
up where we left off in the spring, 
but right now our focus is getting our 
students and staff and our families 
back to school.” 

The superintendent recognized 
Trevor Lording, IT, and Shane 
Feely, curriculum coordinator, for 
their “tremendous amount of work” 
preparing an application for an 
incentive grant. The school received 
$20,000. “Not every school got one,” 
Argo said.

Other Business
The board approved administrative, 

teacher and support personnel salary 
schedules. They also approved extra 
duty salaries and assignments. Argo 
said positions still to be filled are 
6th grade girls’ basketball coach, 
high school baseball assistant coach, 
middle school assistant football coach 
and middle school boys track coach.

With school being closed early, 
bus mileage was kept low for the 
year. There was also some concern 
about obtaining new buses in the 
current economy. It was determined 
the school could continue to use the 
current buses for another year. Argo 
said Ross Transportation sent some 
employees to perform maintenance on 
the buses so they are ready for use. The 
board approved an extended one year 
bus lease for five 2018 71-passenger 
buses with Ross Transportation.

Several service contracts were 
approved. Educational Based Services 
provides a psychologist to work 
with students on IEP’s (individual 
education plans). Jana Hickman, MS, 
OTR/L will provide occupational 

therapy for students. Jan Eden, PT, 
will provide physical therapy for 
homebound students. Precision 
Testing Laboratories, Inc. does the 
annual asbestos inspection and will 
handle removal if needed.

The board approved several 
updated board policies and also voted 
to rescind other policies that were 
duplicates or covered elsewhere in the 
policies.

From Page 6 School
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The rain didn’t stop the Carmen Fireworks on the 5th of 
July. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Alva’s fireworks went off without a hitch. This year they 
held it at the Alva Rec Center. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Delana Hansel (left) and Paula Mahieu (right) hang out in the shade while taking 
money for the annual 4th of July Lunch put on by the Cherokee Main Street. 
Photo by Desiree Morehead

Adrian Alvidrez with the Cherokee 
Fire Department gets their popcorn 
booth ready for the Cherokee 4th of 
July festivities. Photo by Desiree More-
head
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and spending time with her grandson, 
Tyler, at the pond.

Carol is now rejoicing in heaven.
She was preceded in death by her 

parents.
She is survived by her husband, 

Larry Joe Johnson of Stillwater; 
her sons, Jason Pierce of Alva, Joe 
Pierce and wife Ky of Alva, and 
their son Tyler Pierce of Alva; four 
step-children: two sons, Michael 
Johnson and wife Randi of Yale, 
Daniel Johnson and wife Selena of 
Prague, and two daughters, Tabitha 
Dunn and husband Terry of Stroud 
and Misty Johnson of Yale; 12 step-
grandchildren, three step-great-
grandchildren, a number of nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and friends.

C.S.M. SAM EDWARD OTIS
C.S.M. Sam Edward Otis passed 

away peacefully on June 30, 2020, at 
his farm home south 
of Burlington, 
Oklahoma.  Born 
on May 25, 1932, 
to Raymond E. 
Otis and Maud 
Thomason Otis, 
Sam lived in the 
Burlington area 
and graduated from 

high school in 1950. In 1952 Sam 
married Phyllis Page, his high school 
sweetheart. They had two sons, Stan 
and Phil.

Sam entered military service in 
1950. He served 18 months in Japan 
and Korea, and upon returning he 
served the remainder of his 33 years 
with the 45th Division, Oklahoma 
National Guard. He worked for the 
Burlington Co-op before joining the 
Alfalfa County Sheriff Department 
in 1969 and later served as Alfalfa 
County Sheriff until 1990 when he 
retired. Then he farmed the land 
his grandfather Sam Thomason 
homesteaded in the land run in 1893.  

Sam was active in sports playing 
basketball and track, holding two 
county records for several years. In 
1949 the first FFA chapter was formed 
and he was elected the first president. 
Sam was a member of the County 
and State Peace Officers Association 
having served as president of the 

Northwest District. He was an active 
member of the Burlington Christian 
Church serving as deacon, then 
elder, and president of the church 
board until it closed. He then joined 
the First Christian Church in Alva 
(Disciples of Christ).  

Sam was a kind, sensitive and 
humble man with a great sense of 
humor. He was open-minded and 
would do anything for anyone. He 
loved his family so very much and 
they will miss him greatly. 

Sam is survived by his wife, 
Phyllis of Burlington; his son, Stanley 
of Burlington; daughter-in-law, 
Geisela of Bentonville, Arkansas; 
sister, Martha Simmons of Fort 
Worth, Texas; four grandchildren; 
three step-grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; seven step-great-
grandchildren.

He is predeceased by his parents, 
Raymond and Maud Otis, and one 
son, L.T.C. Phillip Otis.  

Funeral services for Sam were 
held on Monday, July 6, 2020, at 1 
p.m. at Alva First Christian Church. 
Burial followed in Keith Cemetery, 
rural Burlington. Arrangements are 
by Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of 
Cherokee. Online condolences may 
be made at www.lanmanmemorials.
com. 

Memorials may be given to 
Burlington Fire Department, Keith 
Cemetery, or Alva First Christian 
Church through the funeral home. 

MELVA JOY PAPH 
Funeral services for Melva Joy 

Paph will be 10 a.m. Friday, July 10, 
2020, at the Marshall Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Ron Pingelton 
officiating. Interment will be in the 
Alva Municipal Cemetery under the 
direction of Marshall Funeral Home 
of Alva. 

Melva Joy Paph, daughter of the 
late Arthur James and Lovena Belle 
(Newberry) Stamm, was born June 
17, 1940, in Manchester, Oklahoma, 
and passed away July 5, 2020, in 
Enid, Oklahoma, at the age of 80. 

Melva was in the last graduating 
class of Amorita High School in 
1957. She then went to Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University where 

she obtained her Bachelor’s degree 
in Home Economics with a minor in 
English. She was united in marriage 
to Jim Paph on July 17, 1960. She 
taught 9th grade English in Alva 
for a few years. She then moved 
to Edmond where she was a Social 
Security Disability Examiner for the 
State of Oklahoma. 

She enjoyed square dancing, 
gardening, and sewing. 

Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by one son, Aaron 
James Paph; and one sister, Judy 
Neumeyer. 

Melva is survived by one son, 
Brian Lee Paph of Owasso; two 
sisters, Joyce Egner and husband, 
Jerry, of Alva, and Marclyn Woolsey, 
of Lawrence, Kansas; daughter in 
law, Frances Paph, of Enid; two 
grandchildren, Michael Paph and 
wife, Briana of Enid, and Matthew 
Paph of Enid; one great grandchild, 
Cora Paph of Enid, other relatives 
and friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to 
The Homes of Greenbrier, Enid, 
Oklahoma. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

JOANNE ALICE SORTER 
MAUK PRICE

A Celebration of Life for Joanne 
Price will take place on July 17, 

2020, at 6 p.m., at 
the Alva Church of 
God.

Joanne Alice 
Sorter Mauk Price, 
68, resident of 
Alva, Oklahoma, 
died May 2, 2020, 
at Integris Baptist 
Health Center in 
Enid, Oklahoma.

She was born December 18, 1951, 
to Frank and Florence Sorter. Joanne 
was a long term resident of Forgan, 
Oklahoma, and in recent years had 
made her home in Alva with her 
husband of 28 years, Richard Price.  
Joanne was a registered nurse and 

From Page 8 Obits

 See Obits Page 34



July 8, 2020                                     Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                        Page 33



July 8, 2020 Page 34Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

worked in area healthcare facilities 
caring for local residents until 
her retirement. She was an active 
member of the Alva Church of God. 
Joanne enjoyed square dancing with 
the Alva Twisters and was their 
historian. Anyone who visited Joanne 
saw the beautiful results of her love 
of gardening and heard the love she 
had for her grandchildren.

Joanne is survived by her husband 
of 28 years, Richard Price of Alva; 
daughter, Jenifer and husband 
Glandy Gani and grandchildren Kyle 
“Frank” Mauk and Cambrie Gani, 
all of Edmond; brothers Jerry Sorter 
and wife Donelle, Larry Sorter and 
wife Chalice, and Terry Sorter and 
Rosalinda Sanchez, all of Forgan; 
and numerous cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Frank and Florence Sorter. 

RAY LEE ‘FRITZ’ SCHROEDER
Ray Lee “Fritz” Schroeder was 

born to Neal and Marie (Classen) 
Schroeder on 
June 13, 1934, at 
home northeast 
of Fairview, 
Oklahoma. He 
passed from this 
life in his home on 
July 1, 2020. 

When Fritz was 
5 years old, they 

moved to the farm north of Cleo 
Springs. He attended Ruby School 
for 8 years. He always said he walked 
up the hill to school and up the hill 
back home. As a child, Fritz helped 
his family raise watermelons, which 
was their main source of income. He 

graduated from Cleo Springs High 
School in 1952. He married Colleen 
Smith on December 15, 1955. They 
had three children, Steve, Debbie and 
Stan. He joined the Army in 1956 and 
was honorably discharged in 1958. 

Fritz farmed and ranched his 
whole life. He earned the Oklahoma 
State Young Farmer Award in 1975. 
Fritz married Connie Jo Bowers, 
November 25, 1986, to which he 
gained two more sons, Clint and 
Doug. 

Fritz is survived by his wife, 
Connie of the home; his daughter 
in-law Songcha Schroeder; daughter 
Debbie and Jeff Crissup; sons Stan 
Schroeder, and Clint and Robyn 
Bishard; 15 grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren; two sisters, Joyce and 
Clark Newton, and Juanita Case; and 
a brother, Virgil Schroeder. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, sons Steve Schroeder and 
Doug Bishard, and granddaughter 
Miranda Bishard. 

Memorials may be given to the 
Local Disabled American Veterans 
through the funeral home. 

Celebration of life service for 
Fritz was held on Monday, July 6, 
2020, at 10 a.m. at Cleo Springs 
Nazarene Church. Arrangements 
are by Lanman Funeral Home Inc. 
of Helena. Online condolences may 
be made at www.lanmanmemorials.
com. 

YVONNE LEE THILSTED 
Memorial services for Yvonne 

Thilsted will be 3 p.m. Thursday, July 
9, 2020, at Marshall Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Jay Tyree officiating. 
She was cremated under the direction 

of Marshall Funeral Home of Alva. 
Yvonne Lee Thilsted, daughter of 

the late J.A. “Red” and Carol Alice 
(Blake) Easter, 
was born May 12, 
1953, at Fort Scott, 
Kansas, and passed 
away July 5, 2020, 
at her home at the 
age of 67. 

Yvonne 
graduated from 
Alva High School in 

1971. She owned Johnson Insurance 
Agency. She retired two years ago. 
She served as president of the Alva 
Rotary Club. The Alva Chamber 
of Commerce named her Chamber 
Woman of the Year in 2009. She served 
on the Alva Beautification Committee. 
She was a driving force to replace 
the old Oklahoma-shaped marquee 
on the square with a new metal one 
that featured an LED banner. She was 
the Woods County representative to 
the Northwest Oklahoma Economic 
Development Association. 

Yvonne gave dramatic 
presentations for the Cherokee Strip 
Museum. She also collected and 
shipped shoes to Africa for Soles for 
Souls. 

She loved her horses and competed 
in many equestrian events. She was a 
member of the College Hill Church of 
Christ. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Red and Carol Easter. 

Yvonne is survived by her brother, 
Jeff Easter and wife Helen of Alva; 
two sisters, Nola Hopkins and husband 
Eddy of Canyon, Texas, and Kimberly 
Figueroa and husband Michael of 
Moore; long-time friend Dr. Peter 
Skoog; and nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
Dove Creek Equine Rescue. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Employment
Open Positions

at Alva First Methodist 
Church. PT Youth Director 
and PT Children’s Ministry 
Director. Interested and 
qualified applicants may 
apply for one or both 
positions. Please contact 
church office to apply or for 
more info. 580-327-2571

Farm Supplies
Straw For Sale

$5 small square bales. 
Wired. Will deliver. Mileage 
fee beyond 15 miles from 
Kiowa, KS. 580-829-3090

Garage Sales
Larry Thorne

Estate Sale. 715 S. Sunset. 
Alva, Ok. July 10-11, 9am-
4pm. July 12, 1-4pm. Check 
out the full page ad in 
Newsgram for sale list or 
Janet Stout Facebook page 
for pictures. Sale by Jan’s 
Collectibles. 580-829-3062

Big Sale
329 Choctaw. 8am-12pm. 
Every Thurs, Fri & Sat

Estate Sale
July 10 & 11, Fri 4-8pm, 
Sat 8am-4pm at N. Main, 
Nash, OK. Over 100 years 
of treasures from three 
generations. Accepting 
Credit/Debit Cards. No 
Early Sales!

Real Estate
For Rent

in Cherokee, OK. Fully 
furnished farmhouse, 2bdrm, 
plenty of truck parking, 
complete kitchen, washer & 
dryer, complete Internet, all 
utilities paid. $1000/month. 
580-761-0260

For Sale
4 or 5bdrm home with 
fenced 10 acres+. Remodeled 
upstairs. CH/A. Rural water. 
Cherokee, OK. Price reduced 
$99.500. 918-225-8678

Thinking of Moving?
Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please leave 
message if unavailable

For Rent
2bdrm fully furnished house. 
Daily, Weekly or Monthly. 
580-732-7181. Please pray for 
Jimmie Simmons



July 8, 2020 Page 36Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Real Estate Transfers
Book 858 page 392: Larry 

Joe Ryel, sole trustee of the 
Ryel Family Trust, conveys 
unto Anthony T. Merrill, a 
single person. Lot 9, block 2 
in Gilmore’s Addition to the 
Town, now City of Cherokee, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 858 page 442: Jeffrey 
P. Fellers, a single person, 
conveys unto Jeffery P. Fellers, 
as trustee of the Jeff Fellers 
Revocable Trust. Northwest 
quarter of section 5, township 
27N, range 10, WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 858 page 250: Bruce 
E. Haddock and Casey E. 
Haddock, husband and wife, 
conveys unto Cody L. Seek and 
Amber D. Seek. A tract of land 
lying in the southwest quarter 
of section 27, township 24 
north, range 10 WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 858 page 514: Colton 
R. Cheshire, a single man, 
conveys unto Brittany Conway. 
Lots 11 and 12, in block 31 in 
the Original Town of Aline, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Quit claim deed.

Book 858 page 557: Delmar 
Lavarre Allen, trustee of the 
Delmar Allen, conveys unto 
Brenna Stepp. Lots 15, 16, and 
17, in block 27, in the Original 
Town of Cherokee, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 858 page 598: 
Alfalfa County Board of 
Commissioners conveys unto 
Great Salt Plains Health Center, 

Inc. All of lots 21 through 28 
and west 18.2 feet of lots 20 and 
29, in block 34, Original Town 
of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 858 page 606: 
LaDonna Groves, trustee of the 
LaDonna Groves Trust, Hartwig 
Family, LLC. The northwest 
quarter, the west half of the 
northeast quarter, the southeast 
quarter of the northwest quarter 
and the northwest quarter of 
the southeast quarter and the 
south half  of the north half 
and the northwest quarter of 
the southeast quarter of section 
4, township 25 north, range 
12, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 858 page 609: 
Marcelino Alvarez-Martinez, a 
single person, to E. A. Pando 
Investments, LLC. Lots 13 
through 15 block 18 Goltry 
Original. Warranty deed.

Book 858 page 634: Jerrod 
Lundry and Jaime Lundry, 
husband and wife, conveys 
unto Kale A. Pierce and Tasha 
D. Pierce, as joint tenants. A 
tract of land in the southeast 
quarter of section 21, township 
24 north, range 10 West, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 858 page 393: Anthony 

T. Merrill to ACB Bank. Lot 9, 
block 2 in Gilmore’s Addition 
to the Town, now City of 
Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $24,000.00.

Book 858 page 455: 
Cody L. Seek and Amber D. 

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions

 See Estate Page 38
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Tuesday, June 30, 2020
During this day there were 

four traffic stops.
12:09 a.m. – Medic needed 

for a female who had pushed her 
medical alert button in the 700 
block of Grand. No transport 
needed.

10:57 a.m. – Report of a 
white box truck all over the 
road. Advised it was a K & J 
truck hauling rock. Advised 
Major County.

11:37 a.m. – Report of a 
ditch fire on County Road 630 
and US-64.

4:05 p.m. – Report of a grass 
fire on County Road 630 and 
US-64 had started back up.

6:19 p.m. – Welfare check 
for a man sitting in his pickup 
on the side of the road on OK-8. 

10:32 p.m. – Caller advised 
they needed an officer at their 
neighbors in the 500 block of 
Central. The neighbor’s ex 
kicked in the door and was still 
inside. The victim called but 
realized the neighbor called and 
hung up.  Deputy had one adult 
male in custody.

Wednesday, July 1, 2020
During this day there was 

one traffic stop.
12:47 p.m. – Caller would 

like to make a report about 
fraudulent bank charges.

2:25 p.m. – Report of a dog 
abuse in the 200 block of 6

th
 

Street. 
10:48 p.m. – Report of a 

vehicle rollover accident on 
OK-45.

Thursday, July 2, 2020
During this day there was 

one traffic stop.
8:16 a.m. – Medic needed 

at James Crabtree Correctional 
Center to take a patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

8:21 a.m. – Report of a dog 
loose.

9:17 a.m. – Caller wanted 
to make a report that someone 
threw a car battery into her 
windshield of her vehicle. Caller 
advised this is the third time but 
she had not reported it before.

11:36 a.m. – Report of a 
reckless driver on US-64.

7:26 p.m. – Report of 
a missing calf. Caller later 
reported the calf was found.

8:52 p.m. – Caller advised 
his daughter had overdosed. 
They were in the car headed 
toward Helena to meet the 
ambulance. Medic took the 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Enid.

9:19 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a male walking around the 
campground asking for rides 
out of town because he had hit 
on him. Another person called 
stating he was now walking 
on the highway and causing 
problems with  traffic. When a 
person confronted him, he stated 
his vehicle had been stolen. 
Deputy made contact and had 
to use his taser. Medic was en 
route. Medic took the subject to 
Share Medical Center in Enid.

Friday, July 3, 2020
During this day there was 

one traffic stop.
9:38 a.m. – Report of 

vandalism at the Chaparral 
Apartments.

11:16 a.m. – Report of a 
male who had been hit while on 

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office logs

 See Sheriff Page 38
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 P.M. Woods County Democrats 
meet the second Thursday of the month 
at Cancun Grill in Alva.

8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 

Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

a bicycle. Possible head injuries. Medic 
took the patient to Share Medical Center 
in Alva. 

7:04 p.m. – Reporting party advised 
their son had taken off and they couldn’t 
find him. At 8:26 p.m. the call came in he 
had been located in Enid and was okay.

Saturday, July 4, 2020
11:35 a.m. – Caller advised she lit 

a cigarette and set the cemetery on fire 
outside of Amorita and Byron.

2:26 p.m. – Caller advised her 
husband had fallen. Lift assist needed.

10:08 p.m. – Report of fireworks.
10:12 p.m. – Report of a grass fire on 

County Road 590 and US-64.
10:26 p.m. – Report of fireworks.

Sunday, July 5, 2020
4:22 p.m. – Report of a dog at large on 

9
th

 Street and Ohio.
11:14 p.m. – Medic needed for her 

husband who had a fever and chills.
Monday, July 6, 2020

12:01 a.m. – Caller advised of a white 
pickup driving crazy around Aline.

According to the affidavits and petitions 
on file, the following individuals have been 
charged. An individual is innocent of any 
charges listed below until proven guilty in 
a court of law. All information is a matter 
of public record and may be obtained by 
anyone during regular hours at the Alfalfa 
County Courthouse. The Alva Review-
Courier will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. If it appears 
in the courthouse public records, it will 
appear in this newspaper

Civil Filings
Triad Energy Inc, Oklahoma City, vs. 

Jennifer Roach (Assessor): tax protest 
($174.14).

Divorce Filings
Shania Elizabeth Walborn, Cherokee, 

vs. Caleb Corton Walborn, Cherokee: 
divorce ($262.14).

Traffic Citations
Jarod Cayne Cunningham, Waynoka, 

has been cited for operating a motor 
vehicle at a speed not reasonable or proper 
($249).

The following individuals have been 
cited for speeding:

Danny L. Cornforth, Enid, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Kip Soren Thygerson, Alpine, 
Wyoming, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit ($100).

Raymond Leon Lyon, Edmond, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

The following individuals have been 
cited for not wearing a seatbelt ($20): 
Raymond Leo Lyon, Edmond, and 
Bradford Kenneth Prophet, Alva.

Alfalfa County court filings

From Page 37 

Sheriff
From Page 35 

Estate
Seek, husband and wife, to Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation. 
A tract of land lying in the southwest 
quarter of section 27, township 24 
north, range 10 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $168,795.00.

Book 858 page 558: Brenna Stepp to 
Communication Federal Credit Union. 
Lots 15, 16, and 17, in block 27, in the 
Original Town of Cherokee, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Note: 69,840.00.

Book 858 page 618: Brent Gordon 
and Teresa White-Gordon, husband and 
wife, to Quiken Loans, LLC. A tract of 
land located in section 21, township 29 
north, range 10 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $215,950.00.

Book 858 page 636: Kale A. Pierce 
and Tasha D. Pierce, husband and wife, 
to Tinker Federal Credit Union. A 
tract of land in the southeast quarter of 
section 21, township 24 north, range 10 
West, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$185,250.00.
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