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By Marione Martin
The Woods County commissioners 

were busy signing payroll and other 
documents during their meeting 
Monday morning. Commissioners 
David Hamil, Randy McMurphy and 
John Smiley were all present.

Two of the three Woods County Free 
Fair Board openings were filled when 
Craig Schafer, District 1, and Kevin 
Pingelton, District 3, filed to retain their 
positions. No one filed for the District 
2 spot, so the commissioners appointed 
Jason Hembree.  

The commissioners approved two 
road crossing permits. Alfalfa Electric 
Cooperative needed a permit for a 
powerline crossing overhead at 33-24-
13 in District 3. There was no charge 
for that permit.

The second was an underground 
crossing for 22-29-13 in District 1 for 
DLS Underground LLC/Transpacific 
Oil. That permit fee was $500 paid to 
the county.

The commissioners approved 

a material request application for 
County Road 490 in District 1. In 
addition, an Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation change order was 
approved for the Sand Creek Project in 
District 3. Smiley said more rip rap was 
needed. Engineer Donnie Head visited 
the meeting with paperwork on these 
projects.

The monthly sheriff’s report was 
approved. It showed collections of 
$850 and board of prisoners expenses 
of $3,626.94.

Emergency Management Director 
Ethan Feidling attended the meeting 
to present three agenda items. The 
commissioners approved an amendment 
to the Emergency Management 
Performance Grant for FY2020. The 
amendment required updating the 
FY2020 quarterly reports for the grant, 
which were approved. Feidling then 
presented the Emergency Management 
Performance Grant FY2021 first 
quarter report which the commissioners 
approved.

A transfer of appropriations from 
Highway District 1 and District 2 
CIRB account to Highway District 
1 and District to personal services in 
the amount of $15,474.19 each was 
approved.

At the request of Assistant 
District Attorney Brian Mitchell, the 
commissioner approved changing the 
phone service in his office to the general 
government account with Pioneer.

A tower lease agreement in District 
2 was changed from Chesapeake 
Operating LLC to Tapstone Energy 
LLC. McMurphy said the lease is for 
a repeater for oil well information, 
and Tapstone is the successor to 
Chesapeake.

Under new business, Smiley 
reported that Dollar General has started 
construction for a store in Waynoka 
with dirt work now in progress.

The commissioners also approved 
minutes of the last meeting, blanket 
purchase orders, payroll, warrants and 
claims.

Woods County Fair Board positions filled

By Stacy Sanborn
The Alfalfa County commissioners 

made several declarations of surplus 
Monday morning, along with 
resolutions for the items’ disposals after 
signing off on their routine business 
items of payroll warrants, maintenance 
and operation warrants for payment, 
blanket purchase orders and monthly 
officer reports. Marvin Woodall, Jay 

Hague and Mike Roach signed that 
paperwork for the following items:

• For District 2, a 2004 Philco 
air conditioner (Inv. no. D2 209-
201, Serial no. DSA040300356); 
300-gallon storage tank (Inv. no. D2 
413-201); a 2007 Dayton overhead 
heater (Inv. no. D2 626-203, Serial 
no. 061130000017B); a 2007 Dayton 
overhead heater (Inv. no. D2 626-201, 

Serial no. 061130000017 A); and a 2007 
Dayton overhead heater (Inv. no. D2 
626-202, Serial no. 061130000018b).

Also declared surplus (but without 
a disposal resolution) was an 8-foot 
Kiser arena drag/groomer (Inv. no. FB 
345 100.01) from the fairgrounds; the 
county clerk was approved to go out for 
sealed bids on that equipment.

Next, the commissioners signed off 
on the engineer selection for District 3 
on Project JP# 29785 project description 
BR/STP Bridge CN 3156, NBI 03735. 
The engineer will be CED #8. That 
approval was followed by a certificate 
of compliance (and compliance letter) 
for Oklahoma Medical Marijuana 
Authority businesses for Dirt Road 
Organics. Lastly, a transfer of $97.15 
was made for an error correction in 
District 2 from account no. 1102-6-
4200-2005 to 1313-6-4200-2005. That 
action was to correct purchase order no. 
1387 for funds taken out of the wrong 
account.

Alfalfa County to go for sealed bid to 
surplussed arena drag and groomer
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Keeping your digital life secure
By Marione Martin

I’ve been reading a book written in 
2001 about hackers and cybercrime. 

The Blue Nowhere 
by Jeffery Deaver 
describes a talented 
computer hacker 
who sees little 
difference between 
online figures and 
real life people. He 
has moved from 
online games to 
killing people in the 
real world. Because 

he’s a master at hiding online and in 
different identities in the real world, law 
enforcement is relying on another hacker 
to track the criminal.

Since the book is nearly 20 years old, 
it is also a trove of computer nostalgia. 
Do you remember terminology like 
“codeslingers”, “MUDS” and “moby”?

In the book, the criminals often use 
dial-up modems for more online security. 
I remember the days when we relied on 
those dial-up modems. When he was 
home in the evenings, my husband 
enjoyed using his computer while sitting 
in front of the TV. Unfortunately, this tied 
up our landline. It was before everyone 
had cellphone, and our teenage daughter 
was quite frustrated at being unable to 
call her friends. We finally had to install 
a second phone line to keep peace in the 
family.

Digital Security
Reading this book also reminds 

me of how much more time we spend 

online and how much more information 
about our private lives is available on 
the internet. The latest publication by 
Consumer Reports contains several 
articles on how to protect yourself 
online. They cover identity theft, locking 
up your cash, keeping hackers away and 
preventing viruses. 

To get all the information, look for 
the February 2021 edition of Consumer 
Reports. I’ll highlight some of the points 
from the list of ways to keep the bad 
guys out of your accounts.

• Get a password manager. Long, 
complicated passwords make sure no 
one can log into your financial, email 
and other accounts. And you need 
a different one for every account. A 
password manager application makes 
this easier and can generate passwords. 
You just need to remember one master 
password for the password manager 
itself. I suggest writing that password 
down in a couple of safe places in case 
you forget it.

Consumer Reports’ top-rated options 
are 1Password, Keeper and Bitwarden. 
In most cases, you’ll pay a small monthly 
fee for this app that can be downloaded 
to your computer and cellphone.

Of course, you can go old-school and 
keep a paper copy of passwords. While it 
has the disadvantage of possibly falling 
into the wrong hands, it might also help 
a relative retrieve your information if 
you become seriously ill or die. I am still 
figuring out passwords to my husband’s 
various accounts and devices nearly two 
years after his death.

• Use multi-factor authentication. 
Consumer Reports calls this belt-and-
suspenders protection. Multi-factor 
authentication or MFA, also called two-
factor authentication or 2FA, requires 
an additional verification besides your 
password. If someone has stolen your 
password, they won’t be able to log in 
with this enabled. Setting this up, you 
can opt for a one-time code to be texted 
to you each time you log on. 

• Sidestep phishing scams. If you 
receive an email from the IRS, a bank 
or Apple saying you better log on right 
away to stop something terrible from 
happening, don’t do it. It could be a 
scam. Don’t hit reply or click on an 
enclosed link. Online criminals have 
become very skilled at making fake 
emails and websites look like they’re a 

legitimate organization. 
Hovering over a sender’s email 

address or a link in an email can help 
you see whether the address or URL 
looks legitimate, but it’s easy to miss 
the subtle differences.  To be safe, 
open a new browser tab and go to the 
company’s website yourself – don’t 
copy the link from the email. Then log 
in or call customer service to see what’s 
going on with your account.

• Update your software. Bad actors 
steadily find new ways to attack 
computers, phones and applications 
with malicious software that can spy on 
you, slow down your computer, corrupt 
or delete files, or even take control of a 
device. Keeping your system software 
updated gives you the latest protections.

• Opt for extra protection. Using an 
antivirus program on software can also 
help keep your devices clear of malware. 
Windows 10 has built-in antivirus 
protection called Microsoft Defender 
Antivirus or Windows Security. Macs 
come with firewalls you can turn on 
which can block traffic from dangerous 
site.

Recommended free antivirus 
software options include Avira Free 
Security Suite and Kaspersky Security 
Cloud Free for Windows, and AVG 
Antivirus for Mac. These have enough 
protection for most people, but paid 
versions offer some extra features.

• Back up your files. Many of us 
store cherished photos and important 
information on our phones and 
computers. But those files are at risk 
if our devices break or get lost, stolen 
or damaged by malware. You can rest 
easier if you back up (make copies) of 
your files. 

Search for File History on a 
Windows 10 computer or Time Machine 
on a Mac. Once there, you can set up 
automatic backups, copying your files 
to an external drive in your home. You 
might also consider an online service, 
such as Apple iCloud or Google Drive, 
as an alternative or complement to local 
backups. With a smart phone, you can 
plug it into your computer and back the 
data up there or have it back up to the 
cloud.

These are just a few of the ways you 
can make your online life more secure. 
You can also find plenty of tips by 
searching the internet for ideas.
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By Yvonne Miller
Talking to Burlington School 

Superintendent Dr. Stacey Croft found that 
the Burlington Elks basketball season and 
schedule has been a victim of Covid-19 like 
teams across the nation.

She said Burlington’s basketball team 
has been quarantined after being exposed. 
They didn’t get to play in the Cherokee 
Strip Tournament, which Burlington 
was supposed to host. There’ve been no 
games. “They’ve been changed or moved 
... changed or moved,” she said. The boys’ 
quarantine is about to expire and they are 
expected to return to school Friday.

Principal Tim Bart described the 
basketball schedule as “an ever-changing 
process.” He said the district basketball 
tournament is scheduled to be held at 
Timberlake with Burlington, Medford, 
Kremlin-Hillsdale and Timberlake 
participating.

The superintendent reported that the 
school had a Covid exposure the week 
before the Jan. 18 board meeting and 
that fourth through sixth grades were 
quarantined until the next week.
Board President Graham Has 25 Years 

of Service
When the January meeting of 

Burlington’s board of education began, 
Dr. Croft presented board members with 
appreciation certificates for their years of 
service: Terry Graham, 25 years; Aaron 
Smith, nine years; T.J. Rockenbach, six 
years; Robert Hill, five years; and April 
Kisling, two years. All were present 
except Rockenbach and Kisling. Dr. Croft, 
Principal Bart and Board Clerk Tracy 
Granados were all present. 

Toward the end of the meeting the board 
entered executive session for the purpose 
of discussing the principal’s evaluation, 
with no vote to be taken upon return to 
session. The session was also to review, 
interview and discuss the employment of a 
Superintendent. No action was taken upon 
return to open session.
Other Burlington School Board Business 

The board approved the purchase of 20 
new Chromebooks for school year 2020-
2021 at a cost of  $5,143.20.

The following encumbrances, change 
orders and warrants were approved as 
follows: General Fund encumbrances 
201-210 for $8,812.40, change orders for 
$1.56, warrants 548-685 for $212,746.18; 
Building Fund warrants 8-9 for $302.49; 
Child Nutrition fund warrants 67-80 for 
$9,204.37. 

The board approved the December 2020 
activity report; and reaffirmed the exposure 
control plan.

Principal Bart reported last semester’s 
honor roll. The high school had eight 
students that made the Superintendent’s 
Honor Roll with 4.0 GPAs. Ten students 
made the Principal’s Honor Roll with no 
grade less than a B. The junior high had three 
students that made the Superintendent’s 
Honor Roll and 11 that made the Principal’s 
Honor Roll.  Bart said it is recommended 
that adults wear masks when attending 
ballgames and students fifth grade and 
younger must be under direct parental 
supervision when attending basketball 
tournaments. 

Burlington School Board
members honored for service, 
Covid rules the basketball court 
Searching for superintendent

By Ken Miller
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — People 

lined up outside a predominantly Black 
northeast Oklahoma City church prior to 8 
a.m. Tuesday in order to begin receiving the 
COVID-19 vaccine as part of an outreach 
to minorities, who may be distrustful of the 
vaccination.

"You still have African Americans that 
are very hesitant about taking this vaccine," 
said Rev. Derrick Scobey, senior pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church where the vacci-
nations were administered. "We all know 
that there is certainly a fact in the late 
1930s and 40s that there was a Tuskegee, 
Alabama, Institute that had this syphilis ex-
periment going on," said Ebenezer Baptist 
Church Rev. Derrick Scobey.

In the infamous Tuskegee experiment, 
U.S. health workers left syphilis untreated 
in Black men without their consent so doc-

 See Vaccine Page 31

Dozens line up 
at Oklahoma 
City church for 
COVID vaccine
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Obituaries
LORI SUSAN BROWN 

Memorial services for Lori Susan 
Brown will be 2 p.m. Friday, January 29, 

2021, at the Marshall 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with Scott Brown 
officiating. There will 
be a visitation with 
the family at Marshall 
Funeral Home 
Thursday January 28, 
2021, from 5 p.m. 
to 7 p.m. Masks are 

requested at the service and the visitation.
Lori Susan Brown, daughter of Joyce 

Faye (Rauch) King and the late Charles 
Freeman King, was born October 22, 1964, 
in Waynoka, Oklahoma, and passed away 
January 20, 2021, in Hays, Kansas, at the 
age of 56 years, 2 months and 29 days. 

Lori graduated from Waynoka High 
School in 1982 and attended Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University, where she 
majored in art. On June 9, 1989, she was 
united in marriage to Rick Brown at the 
Methodist Church in Alva, where they 
made their home. On November 6,1998, 
they welcomed their son Rafferty Chance. 

She was a very talented artist who 
loved watching Rafferty playing baseball 
and spending time in the mountains around 
Creede, Colorado, and Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. Lori also enjoyed talking politics 
with her friends, who commented that she 
would pre-apologize before she gave you 
what she thought. 

She was preceded in death by her father, 
Charles King, and two nephews, Chaz King 
and Joe Brown. 

Lori is survived by her husband, Rick 
Brown of Alva; son, Rafferty Brown of 
Alva; her mother, Joyce King of Wellington, 
Kansas; brother, Chuck King and wife, 
Michelle, of Wellington; sisters, Gayla 
Milledge and husband, Larry, of Waynoka 
and Cathy King of Wellington; 11 nieces/
nephews, Eric Milledge, Emily Smith-
Dunn, Bill King, Bella King, Caroline 
King, Orry King, Ian King, Kaytlin Brown, 
Taylor Brown, Megan Brown and Colton 
Brown; seven great nieces/nephews, Aspen 
Milledge, Wesley Milledge, Serenity 
Milledge, Paris Smith-Dunn, Titan Smith-
Dunn, Apollo King, Persephone King; 
many other relatives and many friends. 
Memorial contributions may be made 
through the funeral home to the Campus 
Cabinet or the Alva Food Bank. 

Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.com.

The service will be live streamed on the 
Marshall Funeral Home Facebook page. 

GAIL LYNN FREY 
Graveside services for Gail Frey 

were held at 2 p.m. Sunday, January 24, 
2021, at the Eagle 
Chief Cemetery west 
of Aline with Lyle 
Bellmon officiating. 
Arrangements were 
under the direction of 
Wentworth Mortuary 
LLC. The service was 
livestreamed and can 
be viewed at Marshall 

Funeral Home Facebook Page or www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

Gail Lynn Frey, only child of the late 
Oliver Francis and Leota Lula (Lieurance) 
Frey, was born June 20, 1943, at Alva, and 
passed away January 18, 2021, at Enid at 
the age of 77 years, 6 months, and 29 days. 

Gail attended school and graduated 
from Carmen High School. He was united 
in marriage to Nancy Lee Jackson and 
together they had three children: Dale, 
Dana, and Dian. They made their home in 
the Carmen area where they raised their 
family. He later married Teresa Stevens. 
He lived a short time in Kingfisher before 
returning to the farm where he lived until 
his passing. 

He was a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Carmen. Gail worked for Pioneer 
Telephone as a manager and retired after 38 
years. He was a member of the Northwest 
Beekeepers Association, enjoyed fishing, 
gardening, woodworking, treasure hunting, 
and was a beekeeper. 

Besides his parents he was preceded in 
death by his wife, Teresa. 

Gail is survived by his children, Dale 
Frey and his wife, Melinda, of Oklahoma 
City, Dana Ford and her husband, Derek, of 
Woodward, Dian Frey of Carmen, Debbie 
Brown of Booker, Texas; stepchildren, 
Mike Nugent and his wife, Kayla, of 
Stillwater, and Jennifer Stoner and her 
husband, Shawn, of Arkansas City, Kansas; 
nineteen grandchildren; twenty-nine great 
grandchildren; other relatives and friends. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
through the mortuary to Kayla’s Kindness 
Project. 

Remembrances may be shared with the 

family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

MARY JO MARTIN 
Graveside services for Mary Jo Martin 

will be at 10 a.m. Friday, January 29, 2021, 
at the Alva Municipal Cemetery with Rev. 
Paul Kirk officiating. Interment is under 
the direction of Marshall Funeral Home of 
Alva. Masks are requested at the service. 
The service will be live streamed on the 
Marshall Funeral Home Facebook page. 
Online condolences may be made at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

CHRISTOPHER HOYLE NELSON
Christopher (Chris) Hoyle Nelson, 

age 48, of Lowell, Massachusetts, passed 
from this earth on 
January 6, 2021, due 
to complications from 
Covid-19. Chris fought 
this extremely long 
and difficult battle with 
the heart of a warrior, 
and gave everything 
he had, including his 
last breath. He was 

passionate about protecting himself and the 
lives of others. He would want everyone 
who hears his story to carry out that same 
responsibility and respect, in an effort to 
prevent others from experiencing what he 
and his family endured at the hands of this 
wildly unpredictable virus.

He was born on June 11, 1972, in 
Enid, Oklahoma, to Alfred and Jo Nelson. 
He attended grade school at Dacoma, 
Oklahoma, and junior high at Carmen, 
Oklahoma. He completed his high school 
years in Fairview, Oklahoma, where his 
dad taught, so he could carry on his passion 
for playing football. He graduated from 
Fairview High School in 1991. He later 
attended Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Alva, Oklahoma for 2 years 
and was a walk on player for the Ranger 
football team for one year.

Chris was a hard-working young man 
and carried jobs as a strong and dependable 
hand for local farmers during the summers 
of his teen years. He was only a couple 
years into his college endeavor, when 
he was presented with an employment 
opportunity in Arkansas. He jumped on the 
offer and used his dedication, intelligence, 

 See Obits Page 22
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By Marione Martin
The number of active Covid-19 

cases continues to decline in northwest 
Oklahoma and across the state. 
According to the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health (OSDH) on 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, Oklahoma had 30,404 
active cases, a decrease of nearly 6,000 
from a week ago. The vaccination report 
shows the 242,329 prime (first) doses 
have been administered in the state and 
35,822 people have completed the series 
receiving second doses for a total of 
278,151 doses of vaccine administered.

According to the OSDH, Alfalfa 

County has 40 active cases, down from 
71 last week, while Woods County 
has 49 as of Tuesday, down from 63 a 
week ago. Both counties have had five 
total deaths. Numbers are also down 
in surrounding counties with Grant 
showing 35, Harper 16, Major 65 and 
Woodward County 157.

In Alfalfa County, Helena leads with 
15 active cases followed by Cherokee 
with 12. Carmen and Jet have five each 
while Aline and Goltry have three apiece. 
Burlington shows no active cases. 
James Crabtree Correctional Center in 
Helena currently has four active cases 

according to the Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections website.

In Woods County, Alva has 38 active 
cases as of Tuesday. Waynoka is listed 
with five while Dacoma and Freedom 
each have one. Bill Johnson Correctional 
Center in Alva has no inmates who are 
positive for Covid. 

Each Friday Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University updates figures on 
active cases of the coronavirus. As of 
Jan. 22, there were 15 students and four 
employees for a total of 19 cases across 
the three campuses at Alva, Enid and 
Woodward.

Active Covid-19 cases decline in Oklahoma

By Marione Martin
The municipal election filing period 

begins Monday, Feb. 1, in Oklahoma. 
Candidates may file at the county election 
board from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, Feb. 1-3.

Alfalfa County
In Alfalfa County, the City of 

Cherokee is a charter city with 
commissioners. Other county towns are 
governed by trustees. Offices open for 
filing in Cherokee are Commissioner 
at Large (the mayor), Treasurer and 
Commissioner for Ward 3. All are four 
year terms.

The following openings on the board 
of trustees for other Alfalfa County towns 
are four year terms except as noted:

Town of Byron: Trustee and Treasurer
Town of Burlington: Trustee
Town of Carmen: Two Trustees
Town of Goltry: Two Trustees and 

one Trustee for a two year unexpired 
term

Town of Helena: Two Trustees
Town of Jet: Two Trustees and one 

Trustee for a two year unexpired term
Woods County
In Woods County, Alva and Waynoka 

are governed by city councils while 

Dacoma and Freedom are governed by 
board of trustees. The following are four 
year terms unless otherwise noted:

City of Alva: Treasurer and Seat 1 for 
each of the four wards.

City of Waynoka: Seat 2 in each of 
the four wards plus a two-year unexpired 
term for Ward 2, Seat 1

Dacoma: Town Clerk and Trustee
Freedom: City Clerk and Ward 2 

Trustee plus Trustees for Wards 1 and 2, 
unexpired terms.

The municipal election will be held 
on April 6, and newly elected officials 
take office at noon on April 19.

Filing opens Monday for
Oklahoma municipal election
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One death 
in collision 
of three 
semis
By Marione Martin

A Missouri man died in a crash 
involving three semis in Blaine County. 
The fatal collision occurred at 2:29 p.m. 
Monday on US-270 approximately 12 
miles west of Watonga.

A 2017 Peterbilt semi driven by 
Gerald Ostrowiecki, 58, of Cheyenne, 
Wyoming was southbound on US-270. 
The vehicle was transporting hazardous 
materials and had stopped at the railroad 
crossing as required. As the vehicle 
proceeded west, it was struck from 
behind by a 2013 Peterbilt semi driven 
by Sean Bush, 29, of Neosho, Missouri. 
The Bush semi then crossed into the 
northbound lanes and struck head-on a 
2007 Kenworth semi driven by Robert 
Palacio, 62, of Garden City, Kansas.

Bush was pronounced dead at 
the scene by the medical examiner. 
Palacio was transported from the scene 
by Air Evac to OU Medical Center in 
Oklahoma City. Ostrowiecki was not 
injured.

The cause of the collision and the 
condition of all the drivers is still under 
investigation.

OHP Trooper Lane Gossen 
investigated with assistance from 
Troopers John Jones, Donald Kraft, 
Adam Post, Kyle Rosine, Micah 
Whittington and Trent Cagle as well as 
local and county responders.

By Yvonne Miller 
“The South Barber forensics 

season is quickly approaching, and it 
is going to look much different than 
many are used to,” coach Meagan 
Henry said. “With 20 students on 
the team, I’m working hard to get 
them ready for virtual and in-person 
competitions this year. KSHSAA has 
decided that the state championship 
and state festival tournaments will be 
virtual, so in order to learn the ropes 
early in the season South Barber is 
hosting their annual invitational meet 
in a virtual format as well.”

Competing teams will use an online 
platform called Tabroom.com as the hub 
for virtual tournaments. Tournaments 
can be held synchronously (live) 
or asynchronously (pre-recorded), 
and some schools are utilizing a 
combination of both options. South 
Barber will run preliminary rounds 
in the asynchronous, pre-recorded 
format. Judges will login to Tabroom 
to watch and judge rounds whenever 
it’s convenient to them on Feb. 2–3. 

Henry will host a prelim judging 
event at the high school on Wednesday, 
Feb. 3, for those judges who are 
hesitant about the technological side. 
“I will have everything set up for 
them,” she said. Finals breaks will be 
posted and emailed to participating 
schools by Friday morning. On 
Saturday, students and judges will 
connect via Google Meetings for live, 

virtual finals. This can be done from 
the comfort of home for competitors 
and judges. However, Henry said 
she’ll also have rooms set up in the 
high school on Saturday for local 
judges who want to come in. 

Covid guidelines such as mask-
wearing, temperature checks, and 
social distancing will be enforced.

Henry explained that KSHSAA 
has altered hosting and qualification 
standards to make it easier for schools 
to host smaller in-person tournaments 
this year. Traditionally, seven schools 
must be in attendance in order for a 
meet to qualify students for State. 
This year, that limit has been lowered 
to five. This will help with the in-
person competitions, as it will make 
social distancing easier. 

A number of other guidelines 
for Covid mitigation are also being 
encouraged. Many schools are 
struggling to find the same number of 
tournaments to attend this year due to 
the challenges of virtual competition. 
Henry said South Barber usually has 
12-14 tournaments on their schedule 
– currently they are planning to 
attend only four. Once more schools 
become familiar with the virtual side 
of things, many coaches are hoping 
that some may host additional virtual 
tournaments later in the season. 
Henry is already considering hosting 
a second tournament if scheduling 
allows.

Forensics, like other
extra-curriculars, ‘is going 
to look much different’
Virtual format for annual invitational meet Feb. 6
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Alexus Naugle 
named Aline-
Cleo December 
Student of the 
Month

Junior Alexus Naugle has been 
chosen as Aline-Cleo’s December 
Student of the Month.

Naugle’s school philosophy is “Work 
hard, play hard.” She feels being close 
with everyone is unique in her school. 
She is inspired by her parents, Kara and 
Morgan.

Naugle’s favorite activities are 
basketball, softball and spending time 
with family and friends. Her favorite 
quote is, “Nothing is impossible; the 
word itself says ‘I’m possible!’” – 
Audrey Hepburn

Naugle is the daughter of Kyle and 
Brande Naugle of Cleo Springs and Teri 
and Kolby Thomas, Aline. 

By Yvonne Miller 
Because of Covid-19, last fall 

South Barber’s FFA postponed their 
work auction. South Barber’s Annual 
FFA Calf Fry and Work Auction is 
now rescheduled for Thursday, Feb. 
18. The event will start at 6:30 p.m., 
at the Kiowa Community Building.

Part of the meal will be catered 
by Yur Place in Hardtner. A meal 
consisting of calf fries, brisket, baked 
beans and a dessert will be provided 
free of charge at 6:30. South Barber 
FFA Advisor Tommy Hutson said 
that directly following the meal, 
approximately 21 South Barber FFA 
members will be auctioned off an 
8-hour work day, for a donation of 
any amount.

Because of Covid, Hutson said 
extra tables and chairs will be set up 
this year. This will allow attendees 
to social distance. All members of 
the South Barber FFA chapter will 
wear masks, Hutson said and added, 
“But we respect the right of each 
individual attendee from the public, 
to determine for themselves, what 
level of precautions they may want 
to take.”  Extra sanitary precautions 
will be in place this year, he said. 

“Spring is just around the corner 
and if you think you might need 
some extra help with a few of 
those projects, here is an excellent 
opportunity to support the local FFA 
program and get the help you need!” 
Hutson said. 

South Barber FFA Calf Fry 
and Work Auction Feb. 18
Covid restrictions addressed
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By Marcia Dunn
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — 

The first private space station crew was 
introduced Tuesday: Three men who 
are each paying $55 million to fly on a 
SpaceX rocket.

They'll be led by a former NASA as-
tronaut now working for Axiom Space, 
the Houston company that arranged the 
trip for next January.

"This is the first private flight to the 
International Space Station. It's never 
been done before," said Axiom's chief 
executive and president Mike Suffredi-
ni, a former space station program man-
ager for NASA. 

While mission commander Michael 
Lopez-Alegria is well known in space 
circles, "the other three guys are just 
people who want to be able to go to 
space, and we're providing that oppor-
tunity," Suffredini told The Associated 
Press.

The first crew will spend eight days 
at the space station, and will take one or 
two days to get there aboard a SpaceX 
Dragon capsule following liftoff from 
Cape Canaveral.

Russia has been in the off-the-planet 
tourism business for years, selling rides 
to the International Space Station since 
2001. Other space companies like Rich-
ard Branson's Virgin Galactic and Jeff 
Bezos' Blue Origin plan to take paying 
customers on up-and-down flights last-
ing just minutes. These trips — much 
more affordable with seats going for 
hundreds of thousands versus millions 
— could kick off this year.

Axiom's first customers include Lar-
ry Connor, a real estate and tech entre-
preneur from Dayton, Ohio, Canadian 
financier Mark Pathy and Israeli busi-
nessman Eytan Stibbe, a close friend of 
Israel's first astronaut Ilan Ramon, who 
was killed in the space shuttle Columbia 
accident in 2003. 

"These guys are all very involved 
and doing it for kind of for the better-
ment of their communities and coun-
tries, and so we couldn't be happier with 
this makeup of the first crew because of 
their drive and their interest," Suffredini 
said.

Each of these first paying customers 
intends to perform science research in 

orbit, he said, along with educational 
outreach.

Lopez-Alegria, a former space sta-
tion resident and spacewalking leader, 
called the group a "collection of pio-
neers." 

Tom Cruise was mentioned last year 
as a potential crew member; NASA top 
officials confirmed he was interested 
in filming a movie at the space station. 
There was no word Tuesday on whether 
Cruise will catch the next Axiom flight. 
Suffredini declined to comment.

Each of the private astronauts had 
to pass medical tests and will get 15 
weeks of training, according to Suffre-
dini. The 70-year-old Connor will be-
come the second-oldest person to fly in 
space, after John Glenn's shuttle flight 
in 1998 at age 77. He'll also serve under 
Lopez-Alegria as the capsule pilot.

Axiom plans about two private mis-
sions a year to the space station. It also 
is working to launch its own live-in 
compartments to the station beginning 
in 2024. This section would be detached 
from the station once it's retired by 
NASA and the international partners, 
and become its own private outpost.

1st private space crew paying 
$55M each to fly to station
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intriguing communication skills and unique 
compassion for other people, to quickly 
work himself into managerial positions 
for a couple nationally known cellular 
network companies. The stores managed 
by Chris were always the most lucrative 
in his district; full of happy employees and 
thriving with amazing customer service. He 
worked in this field for many years and as is 
often the case with someone who excels in a 
managerial position, he was presented with 
opportunities and career advancements that 
took him to several different states, including 
Arkansas, Arizona, Texas, Oklahoma, and 
the last being Massachusetts, where he had 
resided for nearly 10 years at the time of his 
passing.      

Chris accepted his most important job 
promotion in the spring of 2001, when he 
became a father to his daughter, Gabrielle 
Victoria Nelson. She was a beautiful, 
blonde headed bundle of joy and she 
instantly captured his heart. Her name was 
quickly shortened to Gabi, because like her 
father, she was way too spunky and busy to 
take the time to speak or write out a long 
moniker. His world revolved around Gabi 
and they shared and made countless father/
daughter memories throughout the years. 
They shared a love for sports and one of 
their favorite things to do was to cheer on 
the Green Bay Packers. He did not miss a 
game and after every touchdown he would 
scoop her up and twirl her around as they 
giggled and cheered in celebration. He was 
one of the biggest Cheeseheads of all time 
and had an impressive collection of Packers 
memorabilia. 

A couple years after moving to 
Massachusetts, Chris met a kindred spirit 
who brought an alluring light to his life. 
Her name was Tiffani and they quickly fell 
in love. Theirs was the kind of romance you 
only read about in storybooks. They had 

From Page 7 Obits
been together for many years when they 
decided to blend their families and in July 
of 2016, they were married. Chris gained 
two step children, Drew and Miles. They 
were all blessed to be in each other’s lives.

Chris was big in stature and his 
unwillingness to back down from a 
challenge or opportunity, made him seem 
intimidating, but he was truly a gentle 
giant. He was a defender of the underdog 
and had a unique way of connecting with 
people and anyone who truly had the honor 
of knowing him, soon discovered he was 
as loyal, funny and kind as they come. He 
exuded so much light; his energy and zest 
for life was contagious and inspiring. He 
was a loving and committed man who left 
a lasting imprint on the hearts of all who 
knew and loved him. 

Chris was preceded in death by his 
father, Alfred Nelson.

He is survived by his wife, Tiffani 
Nelson of Lowell, Massachusetts, daughter, 
Gabi Nelson of Springdale, Arkansas; 
step daughter, Drew Maxwell of Clinton, 
Massachusetts, and step son, Miles Maxwell 
of Key Largo, Florida; mother, Jo Nelson 
of Aline, sister, Christina Eshleman and 
husband Troy and their daughters Savanna 
and Kacie of Cherokee,  grandmother, Ivon 
Milacek of Waukomis, and many other 
special relatives and friends. 

FRED WILLIAM NEUMAN
Fred William Neuman was born 

February 15, 1925, in Sand Springs, 
Oklahoma. He passed 
away Tuesday, January 
19, 2021, in Alva, 
Oklahoma. Fred’s 
journey to Alva started 
when he was leading 
music at the United 
Methodist Canyon 
Camp as a college 
student and was 

recruited by Alva First United Methodist 
Church to lead music. Fred accepted the job 
having never been to Alva. He purchased 
a one-way bus ticket from Oklahoma City 
to Alva and finished his Bachelor of Music 
Education at Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University, while directing music at the 
Methodist Church. Upon his graduation 
in 1950, Fred moved to Guymon to teach 
high school vocal music. In 1952, Mrs. 
Mildred Starr-Ryerson, the daughter of 
Starr Lumber founder W.W. Starr, reached 

out to Fred, asking him to return to Alva 
to open a music store. With her support, 
Fred returned to the town he loved, and ran 
Neuman’s Music and Books for almost 40 
years, until his retirement in 1990. 

But the music store was not the only 
musical contribution Fred made to the 
community of Alva. In the early 1950s, 
Fred formed the Alva Boys Choir, which 
enjoyed a 50 year run of performances 
across the United States and Mexico. The 
annual traditions of vaudeville shows, Irish 
Stew suppers, and peanut brittle sales were 
just some of the many activities Fred and 
the Alva Boys Choir were known for. In 
addition to the Boys Choir, Fred directed 
the adult and children’s choirs at the First 
United Methodist Church for over 50 years. 
Fred’s love of music was passed on to many 
who sang in his choirs. Fred was rarely 
seen without one of his Dalmatian dogs, 
all of whom were named “Nipper.” Fred is 
survived by his son, Steve who is married 
to Molly, and their three boys, Will, Cooper, 
and Henry. Services for Fred will be set at 
a later date.

Wharton Funeral Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. Online condolences may be 
made at www.whartonfuneralchapel.com. 

 
HERBERT LOUIS NILES

Herbert Louis Niles was born April 
20, 1932, in Cherokee, Oklahoma. He 

grew up on the family 
homestead south of 
Cherokee with his 
parents, Verg and Ona, 
and his sister Vergie.  

He graduated 
from Lambert High 
School, Northwestern 
Oklahoma State 
University, and had 

a masters degree in mathematics from 
Western Colorado University in Gunnison, 
Colorado. He taught school in Wichita, 
Kansas, for many years before returning to 
Cherokee to teach and help with the farm. 
He was Parthena McCrady’s right hand 
man for nearly 40 years.  

Herb loved all branches of the Masonic 
fraternity and was active in all of them all 
his life. The Eastern Star and Rainbow 
had a special place in his heart. He was 
past master of Corinthian Lodge #307, the 

 See Obits Page 24
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Laplanders, and was a 33rd degree Scottish 
Rite Mason. He received his 50 year pin 
with the Scottish Rite 15 years ago.  

In any endeavor, whether with 
community service, helping a fellow farmer 
get his wheat cut or fields plowed, or just 
contributing to others with his time, talent 
and/or treasure, Herb was there. His life 
was never about him. Few people were as 
generous, loving, and loyal. Herb is truly an 
icon.

Funeral services for Herb were held 
on Saturday, January 23, 2021 at 1 p.m. 
at the Exhibit Building at Alfalfa County 
fairgrounds. Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com. 

MELISSA RATHGEBER
(Our Special Angel)

Memorial services wil be Saturday, 
January 30, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Bible Baptist 

Church with Reverend 
John Clapp officiating. 
Wharton Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Online 
condolences may 
be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.
com 

Melissa Gail, 
daughter of Kathy (Kimball) and Randy 
Rathgeber was born May 19, 1985, in 
Kiowa Kansas, passed away from this 
world on January 21, 2021 at the age of 35 
years, 8 months and 2 days.

She graduated from in high school in 
2004 and worked in a daycare. She was a 
fun loving spirit and loved to go to casinos 
and bingo. She loved her family and she 
never met a stranger.

She spent her whole life suffering from 
CP and MS but was always a fighter and a 
loving person to everyone who loved her 
and she will be greatly missed.

She is survived by her mother, Kathy, 
of the home, her sister Maranda Gilliland, 
five nieces, Kaylee, Kylee, Gracie, Cambrie 
and Presley, nine aunts and uncles, Marilyn 
(Gary) Shinliver, Toots (Tom) Trantham, 
Butch Kimball, Keith (Janie) Rathgeber 
Scott (Charmaine) Rathgeber and a number 
of nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
friends.

She was preceded in death by her father 
Randy Rathgeber, her grandparents, Everett 
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and Josephine Kimball and Dick and 
Norlene Rathgeber, one aunt, Pat Kimball, 
and a cousin, Stacy Shinliver. 

She loved the Bible Baptist Church 
and everyone in the church and never met 
a stranger. She can remember anything. I 
love you Missy.

Memorial contributions can be made 
through a Love Fund to Wharton Funeral 
Chapel and to the Bible Baptist Church. 

Below is a link to watch the service 
live on the Bible Baptist Facebook Page, 
https://m.facebook.com/profile

JOREENE ‘JODY’ SHARP
Funeral services for Joreene “Jody” 

Sharp, age 69, of Enid, will be 10 a.m., 
Saturday, January 30, 
2021, at Ladusau-
Evans Funeral Home 
Chapel with Rev. Jim 
Edmison officiating. 
Burial will follow in 
Eagle Chief Cemetery, 
Aline, Oklahoma, 
under the direction 
of Ladusau-Evans 

Funeral Home.  
Jody was born September 1, 1951 

in Enid, Oklahoma, to Robert and Mary 
(Rauh) Morris, and passed away Monday, 
January 25, 2021, at her home in the 
presence of her loving family.

Jody grew up in the Enid area and 
attended Enid Public Schools. She married 
Terry Ryel in 1969, and they had four sons 
together. They eventually grew apart, and 
on December 8, 2005, she married Roy 
Sharp in Las Vegas, Nevada, blending his 
three children with her four. 

Jody balanced her family life with her 
work; working at Imation in Weatherford, 
Oklahoma, and as a correctional guard at 
Cornell Correctional Facility in Hinton, 
Oklahoma. Jody loved to cook and keep a 
clean, neat home. She loved to travel, stay 
in motels and meet new people. She loved 
to camp out with her family and loved a 
good party. She had a smile that always 
brightened the room. She did not like 
confrontation between family members and 
tried to be the peacemaker and stay in the 
middle. Jody was always thinking about the 
needs of others over herself. Most of all, 
she loved doing things with her sons and 
stepchildren. 

Jody is survived by her husband, Roy 
Sharp, of Enid; her mother, Mary Allen, 

of Oklahoma City; four sons, Stan Ryel of 
Oklahoma City, Brian Ryel and wife Kathy 
of Aline, Travis Ryel and wife Ashlee of 
Carmen, and Lance Ryel and wife Ashley 
of Houston, Texas; a stepdaughter, Sheridan 
Postier and husband Brad of St. Charles, 
Missouri; two stepsons, Brad Sharp and wife 
Michelle of Edmond and Kyle Sharp and 
wife Nikki of Edmond; 16 grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren. 

She also leaves her siblings: six sisters, 
Loretta Johnson and husband Melvin (of 
Shawnee), Cindy Keith and husband Ken 
(of Enid), Brenda Rogers and Patrick 
Murphy (of Oklahoma City), Teresa 
Jones and husband Mike (of Dyersburg, 
Tennessee), Anita Ingraham and husband 
Bruce (of Enid), and Shirley Neal and Kirby 
Winters (of Blanchard) and Jody’s brothers, 
John Morris and wife Tamara (of Lane, 
Oklahoma) and Bruce Morris and wife 
Jamie (of Atoka, Oklahoma), also survive 
her, as well as numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins and other family and many friends.  

She is preceded in death by her father, 
Robert Morris; infant sister, Lourita Morris; 
maternal grandparents, John and Lydia 
Rauh; paternal grandparents, John and Amy 
Morris; and brother-in-law Elgin Morrison.  

Memorial contributions in Jody’s name 
can be made to the OMRF Alzheimer’s 
Division with Ladusau-Evans Funeral 
Home serving as custodian of the funds. 

The family would appreciate if all in 
attendance would respectfully wear a mask.

Condolences may be made and services 
viewed online at www.ladusauevans.com.

KELLY WALDON SPRINGER
Kelly Waldon Springer was born on 

March 28, 1956, and died on January 22, 
2021, after a short 
illness. 

Born to Jack Dean 
and Mary Jean (Slack) 
Springer, Kelly spent 
his childhood on the 
family farm east of 
Carmen, Oklahoma. 
Kelly started his life of 
hard work at a young 

age, dedicating his earliest years to making 
mischief for his older siblings, Vicky, Kirk 
and Janet. Kelly was born into a family that 
valued loyalty, unconditional love and a 

 See Obits Page 26
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good off-color joke. 
He graduated from Carmen-Dacoma 

High School in 1974 and Alva Vocational 
Technical School with training in auto 
mechanics. 

The work Kelly most treasured was 
the farm and cattle, but he also proudly 
worked various jobs in the oil fields of 
Oklahoma, for the City of Okeene, United 
States Gypsum, and Brickman Fast Line, 
from which he recently retired.

Kelly had the best night of his life on 
New Year’s Eve 1999, when he married 
the love of his life, Cindy. Kelly and 
Cindy built a life filled with unwavering 
love, family, laughter and donkeys. Most 
recently they renovated the old Carmen 
farmhouse and began a new chapter of 
their life together living on the farm, a 
long-awaited dream. With his best buddy 
dogs, Bella and Porter; his love, Cindy; 
and his kids, Jason, Melissa and Scott, 
Kelly was enjoying the greatest and most 
contented years of his life.

Kelly is survived by his wife, Cindy, of 
the family farm; daughter Melissa Smith 
and fiancé Jeff Reynolds of Alexandria, 
Virginia; son Scott Collier, fiancée Kirsten 
Delozier and son Criss of Edmond; son 
Jason Smith and wife Deborah of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia; sisters Vicky Olson and 
family of Broken Arrow and Janet Sheik 
and family of Carmen; brother Kirk 
Springer and family of Sayre; and many 
loving nieces, nephews, cousins and 
friends. 

Service for Kelly will be held at 1 

p.m. on Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 
at the Alfalfa County Fairground Exhibit 
Building, 602 W. 5th Street, Cherokee, 
Oklahoma. A private family burial will 
follow at the Carmen Public Cemetery. 

Out of deference to Kelly’s wishes, 
masks are mandatory. In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made through the 
funeral home to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital or the animal shelter of your 
choice. Online condolences may be made 
to www.lanmanfuneralhome.com. 

JAMES ‘JIM’ THOMAS WELLS
James “Jim” Thomas Wells was born 

October 6, 1944, in Pryor, Mayes County, 
Oklahoma to Tom and Alice Fox Wells.  
He passed away January13, 2021, at 
Via Christi Hospital in Wichita, Kansas, 
diagnosed with COVID-19.

The family moved from rural Pryor, 
Oklahoma, in 1951 to Kiowa, Kansas, 
where he attended school and graduated 
from Kiowa High School in 1962. He was 
known in Kiowa as a hard worker helping 
his dad with his trash hauling business and 
as being a tough tackle in football at KHS. 
He was disappointed that he couldn’t 
serve in the Military due to a childhood 
accident that slightly injured his eye. He 
was a skilled welder and worked at several 
businesses in Kiowa known especially 
for designing farm equipment  at Coontz 
Implement. He then moved to Ponca 
City in 1980 and was employed by Mertz 
Manufacturing,  in Ponca City, where he 
worked for 38 years as layout manager. 

He was known by all as a quiet, laid back 
guy that was kind, with a big heart, always 
willing to help when he could. He was 
great at fixing whatever was wrong with a 
car or creating buillding projects. He and 
his brother, Steve, were always working 
“hand in hand.” What one didn’t know 
about a job the other one did. They were 
always working on cars while still in high 
school and many other projects over the 
years. 

Jim and Sue Martin were married in 
1996 and made their home in Kildare, 
Oklahoma.

He will be remembered and deeply 
missed by his family and many friends. 
Jim was a loving  husband,  brother,  Dad 
and Grandpa to his many grandchildren 
who loved to be on Papa’s lap and always 
with him

Jim is survived by his wife Sue of 
the home, son, James Jr., Oklahoma 
City, Okla, step-daughters: Jamie Powell 
and Crystal Leonard and husband Brad, 
Ponca City, grandchildren, Ashley 
Brown, Joseph Brown, Jordan Brown, 
Jennie Thorngren, Brenna, Jorja, Robert, 
Sam, Evie, Brandy Parks (Seth), Megan 
Alire, Casey Redman, twenty two  great-
grandchildren, one brother, Stephen Wells, 
(Rachel) of Douglas, Georgia, sisters, 
Salley Ruskoski, Tulsa, Tommie Jo Hyde 
of  Kiowa, Kansas, Donna Erikson, (Leon) 
of Alva,  many nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Tom and Alice Wells, two sisters, Doris  
Turner, and Angie Pollock, daughter in 
law, Stacey Wells, and two grandchildren, 
Stephen, and Christina. nephews, Freddie 
Turner, Jerrald Peevy, Robert Hyde 
and brothers-in-law, Fred Turner, Rick 
Ruskoski, Loyd Hyde, one sister-in law, 
Marilyn Wells and other relatives. 

Services are pending.
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Animals and Pets
OK&T Angus Cattle Sale
52 bulls. 5-bred & 16-
open heifers. Feb 17, 
2021. Buffalo, OK. For 
more information contact 
Dennie Jenkins at 580-
938-1094

Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
New Movie

Denzel Washington in 
“The Little Things,” a 
psychological thriller starts 
Friday at Rialto. Thank you 
for supporting Rialto

Employment
Help Wanted

South Barber Community 
Child Care in Kiowa 
is seeking a part-time 
caregiver for children 6 
weeks and up. Interested 
applicants can email 
resume and references to 
taraduncan41880@yahoo.
com or call Tara Duncan 
at 620-213-9011 for more 
info.

Help Wanted
Feed Truck Driver. Please call 
580-781-6978.

Farm Supplies
For Sale

Big round grass hay bales. 
Can deliver small orders close 
to Alva. Discount on 30 bale 
orders. 580-327-2554

Garage Sales
Estate Sale

Ruth Farris, 1205 5th, Alva. 
Fri 29 & Sat 30, 10am-5pm. 
Antiques, collectibles, jewelry, 
Shirley Temple & Betty Boop 
items + misc

Real Estate
Crooked Oak Guest House

2bdrm, w/d, shower, fully 
furnished, covered parking, 
storm cellar. Rent by night, 
week, month. 580-430-5450

For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-430-
1003

For Rent
3bdrm 2bth trailer house. Yearly 
contract. No indoor pets. Pens 
available. 580-748-0901
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the following 
individuals have been charged. 
An individual is innocent of any 
charges listed below until proven 
guilty in a court of law. All 
information is a matter of public 
record and may be obtained by 
anyone during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The 
Alva Review-Courier will not 
intentionally alter or delete any of 
this information. If it appears in 
the courthouse public records, it 
will appear in this newspaper.

Misdemeanor Filings
Eric Paul Heatherman, 

Burlington, 43, has been charged 
with driving a motor vehicle 
while under the influence of 
alcohol ($1,017,75).

Joshua John Green, Nash, 39, 
has been charged with obtaining 
cash and/or merchandise by 
bogus check ($351.50).

Kay Ellen Gibson, Nash, 38, 
has been charged with obtaining 
cash and/or merchandise by 
bogus check ($351.50).

Amber Cantrell, Fairview, 45, 
has been charged with obtaining 
cash and/or merchandise by 
bogus check ($351.50).

Civil Filings
Synchrony Bank, Draper, 

Utah, vs. Stephen Barnett, Aline: 
indebtedness ($239.14).

Traffic Filings
Sidro Vieyra Moreno, Garden 

City, Kansas, has been cited with 
operating vehicle with width 
exceeding 102 inches ($249).

Bethany Patterson, Oklahoma 
City, has been cited with 
operating a vehicle on which all 
taxes due to state have not been 

paid ($249).
Aurelio Rudriguez-Martine, 

Tulsa, has been cited for 
operating vehicle without a valid 
driver’s license ($304).

James Ritter, Woodward, has 
been cited for speeding 15 mph 
over the speed limit ($264).

Cassidy Paige Bronson, 
Chelsea, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Cali Ann Letherman, 
Cherokee, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Marguerite D. Miele, Alva, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

Makayla Michelle 
McFarland, Alva, has been cited 
for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Rosario E. Camacho, Enid, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

Jonathan Thomas Larson, 
Corpus Christi, Texas, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Allen J. Johnson, Oklahoma 
City, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit 
($100).

Aurelio Rudriguez-Martine, 
Tulsa, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit 
($100).

Logan K. Nusser, Alva, was 
cited for not wearing a seat belt 
($20).

Wildlife Filings
Steven P. Greer, McKinney, 

Texas, has been cited for non-
resident hunting without a valid 
hunting license ($439).

Alfalfa County 
court filings
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Tuesday, January 19, 2021
During this day there were 

10 traffic stops.
7:30 a.m. – Report of a 

female who had fallen and 
needed an assist in the 300 
block of 3rd.

6:13 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male who was incoherent 
and had a possible bowel 
obstruction. Medic took patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

10:20 p.m. – Report of a 
reckless semi driving on OK-
11 and County Road (CR) 750. 
Advised they were swerving in 
lanes and inconsistent speeds 
and flashing lights. Deputy 
found semi and advised it was 
full of cattle.

11:23 p.m. – Caller advised 
he was being threatened by his 
aunt and she was reportedly 
on her way from Alva to “beat 
him.”
Wednesday, January 20, 2021

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

2:38 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female who felt like she 
was going to pass out. Medic 
took patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

10:41 a.m. – Report of a 
small dog trying to get into the 
playground at the grade school. 
Officer took the dog to the vet.

5:11 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a female who had fallen. No 
transport needed.

6:12 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male who fell several 
times and poked his eye and 
possibly broke his nose. Medic 
took patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

7:07 p.m. – Caller advised 
they had a battery stolen from 

one of locations.
7:48 p.m. – Medic needed 

for a lift assist in the 300 block 
of 3rd.
Thursday, January 21, 2021

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

11:08 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a male having breathing 
issues. Medic took patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

11:31 a.m. – Report of 
batteries stolen from oil field 
sites.

11 p.m. – Report of a child 
being bitten by a dog.

Friday, January 22, 2021
During this day were four 

traffic stops.
9:46 a.m. – Report of a 

suspicious truck sitting by his 
house. Advised there was a red 
truck and white car parked next 
to each other. He advised the car 
had left but they couldn’t tell if 
anyone was in the truck.

11:41 a.m. – Report of a 
vehicle on fire on CR 620 and 
Garvin.

11:55 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female who is incoherent. 
Medic took patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

Saturday, January 23, 2021
During this day there were 

seven traffic stops.
9:40 a.m. – Caller advised 

the neighbors and her dad were 
fighting. She advised she was 
involved but then stopped to try 
to break it up.

9:27 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a female with high blood 
pressure and poor circulation. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs

 See Sheriff  Page 31
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining, carry out meals and de-
livery. Please call 327-1822 until noon the 
day before to order. Meals will be ready 
for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person meals 
are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is currently closed.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining, carry out meals and de-
livery. Please call 327-1822 until noon the 
day before to order. Meals will be ready 
for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person meals 
are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is currently closed.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 818 
Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 

in Alva is currently closed.

Book 145 page 527: Pat Bedwell and 
Anita D. Bedwell, husband and wife, 
trustees of the Pat and Anita Bedwell 
Trust, convey unto Stejskal Family LLC. 
A tract of land lying in the southwest 
quarter of the southwest quarter of 
section 19, township 31 south, range 13 
west of the 6th PM. Quit claim deed.

Book 145 page 529: Stejskal Family 
LLC convey unto Pat Bed well and Anita 
D. Bedwell, trustees. A portion of both 
the southwest quarter of section 18 and 
the northwest quarter of section 19, 
township 31 south, range 13 West of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 145 page 533: Sherry L. 
Dirksen, a single person, conveys unto 
Melissa Mixon. Lot 40 and the east 20 
feet of lot 38, on First Avenue East, in 
the Original Townsite of the City of 
Medicine Lodge. Quit claim deed.

Book 145 page 536: David Rucker 
and Mary Rucker, husband and wife, 
unto John W. Martin and Lori K. Martin, 
husband and wife. Lots 42, 43 and 44 
located in the northwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of section 21, township 
32 south, range 10 west of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. Joint tenancy 
quit claim deed.

Book 145 page 538: Theodore G. 
Rauschenberg and Jessica D. Rausch, 
husband and wife, unto Jeffrey D. 
Paxson. Lot 5 in Block 10 in Henton’s 
Addition to the City of Sharon. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 145 page 539: Patricia J. 
Traffas and Timothy J. Traffas, husband 
and wife, convey unto Lennes L. Rankin. 
The northeast quarter and east half of 
the northwest quarter of section 12, 
township 31 south, range 10 West of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. General 
warranty deed.

Book 145 page 541: Lennes L. Rankin 
and Marjorie Rankin, husband and wife, 
convey unto Lennes Rankin and Marjorie 
Rankin, trustees. The northeast quarter 
and the east half of the northwest quarter 
of section 12, township 31 south, range 
10 west of the 6th PM. Warranty deed.

Book 145 page 542: Margaret A. 
Bloomer and Michael Bloomer, wife 
and husband, convey unto Margaret A. 
Bloomer and Michael Bloomer, wife and 
husband. Lot 12 and the north half of lot 
13 in T.A. McClearey’s Addition to the 
City of Medicine Lodge. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 240 page 368: Scott D. Bayliff 

to Amber K. Bayliff. Commencing at 
a point 517 feet 8 inches north of the 
southwest corner of the northwest quarter 
of the southeast quarter of section 1, 
township 32 south, range 12 west of the 
6th PM, Thence north 59 feet 7 inches, 
thence east 233 feet 6 inches, thence 
south 59 feet 7 inches, west 233 feet 6 
inches to the place of beginning, All in 
Barber County, Kansas. Note: $10,000.

Book 240 page 378: Linchpin 
Farms LLC to Farm Credit of Western 
Oklahoma. The northwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of section 4, township 
3 south, range 11 west of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. Note: $490,000.

Book 240 page 386: Monty G. 
Lehman Inter Vivios Trust, to Farm 
Credit of Western Oklahoma. The east 
half of section 20, township 33 south, 
range 13 west of the 6th PM. Note: 
$256,000.

Book 240 page 393: Chase N. Settle 
and Jeanne D. Settle, husband and 
wife, to The People’s Bank. A tract of 
land located in the southwest quarter 
of section 35, township 32 south, range 
11 west of the 6th PM, Barber County, 
Kansas. Note: $108,300.

Book 240 page 405: Chase N. Settle 
and Jeanne D. Settle, husband and wife, 
to Farm Service Agency. A tract of land 
in the southwest quarter of section 35; 
township 32, range 11 west of the 6th 
PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$40,000.

Book 240 page 411: Donald R. Vick 
and Linda T. Vick, husband and wife, to 
Quicken Loans. Commencing 75 feet east 
of the southwest corner of lot 54, thence 
east 60 feet to the place of beginning, 
being a part of lots 54, 56, 58, 60, and 62 
in Stolp’s Addition on North Main Street 
in the City of Medicine Lodge, Barber 
County, Kansas. Note: $53,000.

Book 240 page 433: Linchpin 
Farms LLC to Farm Credit of Western 
Oklahoma. The southwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of section 4, township 
35 south, range 11 West of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. Note: $490,000.

Book 240 page 459: Allan J. Maze 
and Patricia A. Maze, husband and wife, 
to Farm Service Agency. All that part 
of the southwest quarter of section 1, 
township 33 south, range 12 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$795,000.

Barber County real estate
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Sunday, January 24, 2021
12:05 a.m. – Medic needed for a 

female with shortness of breath who 
possibly fell. Medic took the patient to 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

2:54 p.m. – Caller advised of  ve 
teenagers who were possibly breaking 
into the neighbor’s yard. Offi  cer found 
the teenagers at Massachusetts and 8th 
Street. Caller called back at 3:14 p.m. 
and advised the teenagers were back 
again.

9:04 p.m. – Caller wanted to talk 
to an offi  cer about a juvenile female 
harassing his daughter. 

From Page 29 

Sheriff

Limited Civil Filings
Midland Credit Management Inc. vs. 

Tony Ferrell: debt collection.
Credit Management Services Inc. vs. 

Susan Johnson: debt collection.
Domestic Filings

Nicole Elizabeth Strait vs. Ryan 
Spencer Strait: Marriage dissolution/
divorce.

Christopher S. Swayden vs. Margaret 
Medsker: protection from stalking.

Jonathan Eugene Walz vs. Victoria 
Michelle Walz: Marriage dissolution/

divorce.
Traffi  c Filings

Kevin Lee Abercrombie has been cited 
for maximum speed limits ($222).

Aaron Wayne Beachy has been cited 
for defective tail lamp on motor vehicle 
($189).

Jason E. Dobrinski has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($153).

Nathan Lee Hannick has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($195).

Bradley Howard Lowry has been cited 
for maximum speed limits ($177).

Barber County court filings

tors could study the disease's progression.
Tuesday's vaccinations were available 

by appointment only, to all races, and 
were coordinated by the Oklahoma State 
Department of Health, the Oklahoma 
City-County Health Department, INTEG-
RIS Health and the church, according to 
Scobey, who said he received a vaccina-
tion last week.

Gov. Kevin Stitt said 1,130 vaccina-
tions were to be administered to those 65 
and older of all races who made appoint-
ments at the church.

"When we saw that the African Ameri-
can population was at 2 1/2% receiving the 
vaccine I put our team in motion to actual-
ly set up a pod," to provide vaccinations, 
Stitt sad.

The state had administered about 
300,000 vaccinations as of Monday, ac-

cording to the Oklahoma State Department 
of Health.

The health department on Tuesday re-
ported a total of 376,424 coronavirus cases 
and 3,323 deaths due to COVID since the 
pandemic began in March, increases of 
1,571 cases and 30 deaths from Monday.

Oklahoma had the seventh highest rate 
of new cases per capita in the United States 
at 1,004.44 per 100,000 population accord-
ing to data from Johns Hopkins University.

The seven-day rolling average of 
new cases declined during the past two 
weeks from 4,068 per day on Jan. 11 to 
2,576.71 and the positivity rate dropped 
from 21.24% to 16.74%, according to the 
Johns Hopkins data. The rolling average of 
deaths has risen from 31.86 deaths to 42.71 
deaths per day during the same time frame, 
according to the Johns Hopkins data.

Laura M. Mounts has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($171).

Laura M. Mounts has been cited for 
operating a motor vehicle without a valid 
license ($145).

Brian Keith Poser has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($171).

John Payton Ream has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($183).

Corey Lynn Simcox has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($171).

Bryce William Thompson has been 
cited for operating a motor vehicle without 
the proper classi cation of license ($208).

From Page 6 Vaccine
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