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By Marione Martin
The $2.5 million GO bond proposal 

by the City of Alva to fund an aquatic 
center was defeated 
as reported in last 
week’s Newsgram. 
Those opposing the 
bond issue have 
been remarkably 
quiet except for a 
kind of social media 
victory dance right 
after the election.

I’ve been 
waiting for them to 
spring into action to 

implement their alternate funding plans. 
They don’t have much time if they hope 
to make use of the city’s application for 
a federal water conservation grant. If 
awarded in the full amount, the grant 
will require $1.9 million in matching 
funds and in-kind labor. That’s a pretty 
hefty sum to come up with in just a few 
months by way of fundraisers and so far 
unidentified donors.

Unfortunately, those opposing the 
bond proposal seem to be a divided 
group. Some favored a sales tax instead 
of the ad valorem property tax needed 
for GO bonds. Others just seemed to 
be against any kind of tax. There were 
skeptics who apparently wanted to see 

exact plans for the new aquatic center 
including detailed bid specifications 
which the city said would cost at least 
$200,000 up front. Others suggested just 
putting in a splash pad. 

Meanwhile, the city council could go 
ahead and call for a sales tax increase 
election. It may already be too late to get 
that in place in time to match any grant 
funds in the application. 

A sales tax increase has its own 
problems. If the tax is earmarked for the 
aquatic center, what happens to the tax 
when the center is finished? It can’t be 
used for any other purpose unless a new 
election is held to do away with the tax 
or designate it for some other purpose. 
And sales tax increases tend not to go 
away. There’s also no guarantee a sales 
tax increase would pass at the polls.

I’m happy I’m not a city council 
member, but if I were, I’d be very 
reluctant to continue to work on any kind 
of plans to finance an aquatic center. 
Whatever happens, the Alva Swimming 
Pool will not be opening on Memorial 
Day weekend next year. It remains to be 
seen if Alva will have a public swimming 
pool anytime soon.

This could be good news for folks 
who sell above ground backyard 
swimming pools. I’ve known people 
who’ve installed those. They are fairly 
expensive and require a lot of attention 
to keep the water safe for swimming. 
The other options are the public pools 
in other towns or paying to use the J.R. 
Holder Wellness Center indoor pool at 
NWOSU.

Public Comments at Alva City 
Council Meeting

A very long time ago, my dad was 
mayor of the small Missouri town where 
I grew up. I remember the many calls 
and complaints he fielded from citizens. 
There was one particularly persistent 
lady who wanted better TV reception 
at her home. TV signals were acquired 
by tall antennas attached to the house. A 
neighbor’s trees exceeded the height of 
this lady’s antenna so her TV reception 
was spotty. She decided the mayor was 
the person who should take care of this 
problem, and she didn’t give up. Her 
calls interrupted family dinners and 
quiet evenings at home.

Years later, my father and brother 
partnered with some others to bring 
cable TV to the town. It solved that 

lady’s problem, but my father was no 
longer the mayor. 

Being on the sidelines of my father’s 
public office term left me not inclined 
to experience the same thing, but it 
also makes me appreciate those who do 
choose to serve in office. They receive a 
lot of complaints but very little praise. 

Monday night a large group of 
people showed up at the city council 
meeting. One person called for firing the 
city business manager. Another said the 
mayor should apologize for unspecified 
online comments.

The majority of those who spoke 
want the city to loosen up the ordinance 
on medical marijuana. A dispensary was 
to open in Alva the first of August but 
was denied a business permit for not 
complying with the city ordinance. When 
Councilman Randy Stelling reported 
on the council’s ordinance committee’s 
earlier meeting, he said they discussed 
updating the ordinance but see the state 
marijuana laws as “a moving target.” So 
they decided to wait a little while to see 
if the state makes more changes.

No Franchise Tax Election
Another Alva election was expected 

in September on the Oklahoma Natural 
Gas franchise. There have been a few 
letters to the editor about the proposed 
one-percent increase in the franchise tax 
which is passed through to customers 
and ultimately goes to the city. 

However, an error was discovered. 
In addition to an ordinance, the Alva 
City Council was supposed to pass a 
resolution for the mayor’s proclamation 
of a special election. The resolution 
was not included on the agenda, and 
therefore the election could not be held 
in September.

Monday night, the council rescinded 
that ordinance, but when they considered 
a replacement ordinance a couple of 
council members spoke against the 25 
year term and the proposed one percent 
increase in the franchise tax that is passed 
through directly to ONG customers. The 
council voted against both the ordinance 
and the election resolution with the 
expectation that ONG will be pushed 
into considering a different option.

There will be more about the council 
meeting in the Friday and Sunday Alva 
Review-Courier. You’ll also be able to 
view the video of the council meeting at 
AlvaReviewCourier.com. 

Swimming pool bond defeated; now what?
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Obituaries
LOUIS DEAN DRESSLER

Graveside services will be Saturday, 
September 21, 2019, at 10 a.m. at 
Alva Municipal Cemetery. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
wigginsfuneralhomes.com. 

Louis Dean Dressler, 59, of Haven, 
Kansas, passed away Saturday, August 
10, 2019, at his home. He was born on 
June 14, 1960, in Roseburg, Oregon, 
the son of Bernard F. Dressler and 
Wanda D. (Little) Dressler. Services 
are pending.  To help defer the expenses 
of his cremation and burial, please 
send contributions to Wiggins Funeral 
Homes, PO Box 410, Moundridge, KS 
67107. 

RUSTY JOE DUNAVANT
Rusty Joe Dunavant was born in 

Siloam Springs, Arkansas, on June 25, 
1955, the son of Billy Lee Dunavant 
and Elsie Talley Dunavant, and passed 
from this life in Oklahoma City on 
August 15, 2019. Rusty was adopted 
by Billy and Elsie when he was 5 years 
old at which time he came to live in Jet, 
Oklahoma, where he graduated from 
high school, farmed and had his own 
tree service.

He was a member of the Jet United 
Methodist Church and the Jet Lions 
Club. Rusty loved his Harleys, his 
classic car (a two-door, purple 1930 
ASVE) and his tree service.

Rusty is preceded in death by his 
parents, Billy and Elsie Dunavant and 
two brothers.

He is survived by his son, Shean 
Dunavant and wife, Madison; two 
grandchildren, Addyson and Hastyn; 
life partner, Reneé Christine; other 
relatives and friends.

A graveside memorial service 
for Rusty will be Saturday, August 

24, 2019, at 3 p.m. at Pleasant View 
Cemetery north of Jet. Arrangements 
are by Lanman Funeral Home Inc. of 
Helena. Online condolences may be 
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials may be made to Jet Fire 
Department or Jet Lions Club through 
the funeral home. 

MISTY KAY JOHNSON
Funeral services for Misty Johnson 

will be at 2 p.m. Thursday, August 
22, 2019, at the 
Marshall Funeral 
Home Chapel with 
Rev. Chris Ruwaldt 
officiating. 
Interment will be 
at Memorial Hill 
Cemetery under 
the direction of 
Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva.

Misty Kay Johnson, daughter of 
the late James Kenneth McCarter 
and Lawana Sue McCarter, was born 
January 16, 1970, in Clovis, New 
Mexico, and passed away August 17, 
2019, at her home in Enid at the age of 
49 years, 7 months and 1 day.

Misty grew up in Clovis, New 
Mexico, and graduated high school 
there. She then attended Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University and later 
Northwest Technology Center. She 
worked for Chesapeake Energy as a 
water transfer, was a property inspector 
for insurance claims, and later enjoyed 
being a housewife. On November 
11, 1999, she was united in marriage 
to Jeremiah Ellis Johnson at Eureka 
Springs, Arkansas.

She loved the outdoors. She was 
an avid golfer, loved laying out in her 
pool, and working in her yard. Her goal 
was to get “Yard of the Month.” Misty 
was what you call a “handyman,” she 
loved to work on and restore furniture. 
She even owned her own shop in Alva 
called Misty J’s Creation. Even at the 
end, Misty was flashing her beautiful 
smile. Misty was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister and friend. She left 
a remarkable presence with her time on 
this earth and will be greatly missed.

Misty is survived by her husband, 
Jeremy Johnson (of Enid); her 
daughters, Ashley Clark and husband 

Andrew (of Andover, Kansas) and 
Mandy Wardlaw and husband Brock 
(of Tuttle); granddaughters AllieRae 
and Addilyn Clark, and Jayde Wardlaw; 
mother-in-law Kim Johnson (of Enid); 
brother James McCarter (of Alva); sister 
Melissa Watkins and husband Steve (of 
Clovis, New Mexico); nephews Steven 
Watkins and Jerrod Watkins; niece 
Melanie Brittenum; her dogs, Bristol 
and Bryson; other relatives and friends.

Memorial contributions for medical 
and funeral expenses may be made 
through the funeral home and will be 
left in the care of Jeremy Johnson.

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

JIMMIE EUGENE WHITE
Jimmie Eugene White, age 84, 

passed away on Wednesday, August 14, 
2019, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 
Services will be 
held at 10 a.m. on 
Thursday, August 
22, 2019, at the First 
Christian Church 
in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma.

Jim was born 
to Elbert and 
Stella (Folk) White 

on May 16, 1935, in Manchester, 
Oklahoma. At a young age Jim went 
to live with Sam and May Daniels 
in Byron, Oklahoma, where he grew 
up. On October 29, 1955, he married 
Glennis Beatrice Winder. They and 
their three daughters made their home 
in Cherokee.

Memorial contributions may be 
given in his name to the Cherokee 
United Methodist Church New 
Building Fund, 400 S. Grand, 
Cherokee, OK 73728 or to the Macular 
Degeneration Foundation, P.O. Box 
515, Northampton, Massachusetts 
01061-0515.

Interment will follow in the 
Cherokee Cemetery. Strode Funeral 
Home and Cremation is in charge of the 
arrangements.

An online obituary may be viewed, 
and messages of love and support may 
be sent to the family at www.StrodeFH.
com.
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By Marione Martin
A rural Helena man has been charged 

with a felony and three misdemeanors in 
a domestic incident.

Matt Douglas Phillips, 43, has been 
charged with child abuse, a felony, 
punishable by imprisonment for not 
more than life, or by a fine of not less 
than $500 nor more than $5,000, or both 
such fine and imprisonment.

According to information on this 
charge, filed in Alfalfa County District 
Court, Phillips is accused of using 
unreasonable force against a 16-year-old 
girl, a minor, by grabbing her by the back 
of the head and hitting her face into the 
dirt while holding her in a choke hold. 
The charge states he continued to assault 
her and hit her about the head and body 
while threatening to kill her mother.

Phillips is also charged with 
misdemeanor counts of (1) domestic 
abuse – assault and battery, (2) domestic 
assault and battery in the presence of a 
minor and (3) threatening to perform an 
act of violence.

In addition, Monica Deann Phillips 
has been granted an emergency 
protective order against her husband, 
Matt D. Phillips.

Court records show Alfalfa County 
Deputy Diego Gutierrez was dispatched 
to a Caddo Road address on Aug. 14 at 
5:28 p.m. The resident called to say a 
minor showed up at his house barefoot 
and bleeding from the face. He said the 
girl’s father, Matt Phillips, had assaulted 
her moments earlier. Gutierrez asked 
dispatch to contact Helena Officer Jim 
Dykes to go with him as back-up and to 
notify Undersheriff Gary Mast.

Guiterrez and Dykes met outside 

Helena and proceeded to the residence. 
As they turned into the driveway, 
dispatch notified them a second call 
had been received from an individual 
on County Road 630 who said Matt 
Phillips had been driving down the road 
recklessly and later showed up behind 
their house where he was lying on the 
ground.

The officers went to the County Road 
630 location where they found Phillips 
lying on the floor behind the home’s 
back door and rolling back and forth on 
his back.

Deputy Gutierrez reports Phillips 
was wearing a blue tank top with blood 
in several spots and no other garments 
except his underwear. He appeared to 
have a cut on a finger and several scuffs 
and scratches around his shoulders along 
with dried blood spots all over his body. 

Gutierrez states Phillips began using 
profanity and refused to talk to him 
because he didn’t know him. However, 
he agreed to talk to Officer Dykes. 
Undersheriff Mast had arrived and 
stayed on the scene.

Gutierrez went to the Caddo Road 
location to speak to Monica Phillips and 
the 16-year-old.

He first spoke with Monica whom 
he described as wearing a t-shirt and 
shorts covered in dried blood stains. She 
also had blood stains on her arms and 
legs. Monica told him Phillips assaulted 
her after assaulting the girl. Gutierrez 
asked the girl to come outside and saw 
her school jersey was covered in blood 
stains; her face was covered in dirt and 
she had some small scratches and cuts 
around the mouth.

The girl told Gutierrez that Phillips 
picked her up from practice in Helena 
about 5:06 p.m. She said on the 
drive home, Phillips drove extremely 
recklessly in Monica’s black Mustang. 
She said he was arguing and yelling at 
her over a utility bill. She said when 
they got home, Phillips almost drove the 
car into the tree line and she yelled at 
him to stop driving like that as it was 
their only car and they couldn’t afford 
to get another one.

According to the affidavit, the girl 
said when Phillips got out, he threw the 
keys on the ground and Monica’s purse 

into the trees. She said he then began to 
hit the car and broke the driver’s side 
mirror. He also began picking up items 
and throwing them at the house. She said 
he punched the house door, breaking the 
window in the door and cutting himself.

The girl said she began to walk 
toward the road as Phillips yelled at her. 
She said Monica came outside and was 
also arguing with Phillips. Then Monica 
called for the girl to come back. Both 
said Phillips began yelling at the girl 
when she walked back and threatened to 
hit her. They said Phillips jumped over 
the railing and began swinging punches 
at the girl, grabbed her by the back of 
her head and began to hit her face into 
the dirt while holding her in a choke 
hold.

Monica was able to get Phillips 
off her, and the girl ran away to the 
neighbor’s house. Monica said she went 
inside where Phillips began to assault 
her, throwing a pot of hot shrimp boil 
toward her. She said some landed on her 
but most was on the floor. 

Monica said Phillips continued to 
follow her around the house attempting 
to assault her and trying to take her 
phone. She said he tried to stop her 
from leaving by grabbing her by the 
neck, leaving marks. Phillips then left 
the house yelling and walking down the 
road. Monica said she left the house and 
was able to find the car keys outside on 
the ground. She left in the car for the 
neighbor’s house. She said as she drove 
on County Road 630, Phillips launched 
himself at the side of the vehicle. She 
said she swerved away as he hit the car 
along the side and grabbed at it.

Helena EMS was called for the girl 
because she thought her nose might be 
broken. She was taken to Bass in Enid. 
Gutierrez later called Bass and was told 
the girl had a contusion only.

Officer Dykes arrived saying 
Phillips was taken into custody and 
transported to the Alfalfa County Jail 
by Undersheriff Mast. Gutierrez later 
talked to Mast who said Phillips had 
made several statements threatening to 
kill Monica.

Bond in the case has been set at 
$50,000, and Phillips is next scheduled 
for a Sept. 11 court appearance.

Helena man charged with 
child abuse, domestic assault
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By Yvonne Miller
Last week the Newsgram reported 

on part of the five-hour Aug. 12 
meeting of the Kiowa City Council. 
Trying to reach an agreement for a 
proposed 2020 tax budget dominated 
most of the meeting and was covered 
in that first story. A divided council 
finally approved the budget proposed 
by Councilmember R.L. Simpson 
and others. The proposed budget 
eventually was approved by a vote of 
3-2. Voting yes were Simpson, Tom 
Wells and Russ Molz. Brent Shaffer 
and Brian Hill voted no.  

Since that meeting, the council held 
another meeting that was primarily 
in executive session the evening of 
Aug. 16.  Mayor Bill Watson said the 
meeting lasted over one hour. Upon 
return to open session, the council 
signed a contract with LEAPS, which 
is a part of the Kansas League of 
Municipalities that helps with a city’s 
search for an administrator.  

The following Tuesday and 
Wednesday the council interviewed 
two different candidates for city 
administrator, according to the mayor. 

As reported in the Newsgram last 
week, the council approved a meeting 
for the Public Budget Hearing 
Thursday, Aug. 29, at 6 p.m. The 
city hall/police department building 
renovation project will also be on that 

agenda. 
Watson said a representative from 

Ransom Capital will also attend that 
meeting to discuss bond financing for 
that renovation project. The mayor 
explained to the council that the 
city will go into debt by $295,000 
for 20 years. He said this cost 
includes remodeling; roof repairs and 
furnishings (like new desks and other 
office furniture to replace the old and 
in need of replacement pieces). 

Ransom needed the council to pass 
a resolution that night so they can start 
the process to obtain bond funding. 
The council passed Resolution 19-
295 in favor of having Ransom start 
the process. The motion passed 4-1 
with Hill voting no. 

Other City of Kiowa Business 
Presenting the cash and budget 

report for the month, Watson said the 
city is “on target.” 

Following an under-30-minute 
executive session mid-meeting, the 
council approved new employee 
health benefits.

The following annual ordinances 
were approved: Ordinance No. 19-
459 regarding the Uniform Public 
Offense Code; and Ordinance No. 19-
460 regarding Traffic Ordinances.

Regarding the planned electrical 
outage the previous Sunday night, 
reports are that the generators ran 

well and three electric poles were 
successfully changed. 

Street Superintendent John Duvall 
got council approval for Circle 
C Paving to do chip and seal for 
$40,508. The council also approved 
Duvall’s request to purchase tires for 
the trash truck for $1,697 from Kenny 
Evans at Kiowa Tire.

He reported transmission is going 
out of a 2007 city vehicle with an 
estimated 70,000 miles. 

Police Chief Nate Houston reported 
83 contacts this month. He spoke of 
the human and sex trafficking seminar 
he attended at the hospital, which he 
said was beneficial. The chief said 
Officer Chad Hacker received DARE 
certification and was second in his 
class. He said “Retro Bill” will return 
Sept. 9 and 10 to speak in schools 
and to the public. The character was 
a huge hit with everyone when he 
visited last school year. 

Kiowa District Hospital (KDH) 
requested the city waive the rental fee 
for the Kiowa Community Building 
for their Jeans and Gems fundraiser 
Sept. 21 for their wellness addition. 
KDH needs the building two days 
prior to the event to set up for the 
dinner and auction. After much 
conversation, the council agreed to 
waive the fee. They will charge KDH 
the refundable $300 fee since alcohol 
will be served at the Saturday night 
event. 

Watson told the Newsgram he 
wants to clarify the cost of the city 
shirts ordered for employees. He said 
the cost is $24 per shirt, not $59 as 
some are saying. 

City Attorney Brandon Ritcha 
reminded the council they need to 
work on making a strategic plan. 

Public comment regarded too 
many stray cats, who has the authority 
to order an audit of the city, and real 
estate. 

Kiowa Council approves
resolution to start bond
process for city hall renovation
Sets public budget hearing and special meeting for Aug. 29, 6 p.m.; 
Council has interviewed some city administrator applicants
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The Miss Burlington pageant will be held at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 22, at 
the Burlington school auditorium. There is no admission fee. The senior girls 
competing for the title are (from left) Lauren Lagos, Hailey Dotson and Anna 
Motycka. The talent competition will consist of a vocal solo, a monologue and a 
speed painting. 

WELCOMING NEW STAFF MEMBERS TO SOUTH BARBER USD 255 – South Barber Superintendent Dr. Mylo 
Miller (at far right) welcomes new staff to USD 255. Classes start Thursday, Aug. 22. Staff (from left): Tommy Hutson, 
agriculture education teacher at the high school; Julie Waldschmidt, special education teacher at the high school; Tami 
Speicher, assistant cook and assistant custodian at the high school; Lisa Newton, paraprofessional educator at the elemen-
tary; Cathy Cox, vocal music K-12; Nikki Brattin, fourth-grade teacher in the afternoon. Not pictured: Kay-Leigh Myers, 
sixth-grade teacher.

Woods County
commissioners
approve
Extensionbudget
By Trey Lunn

At the Woods County commission-
ers’ regular Monday morning meeting 
on Aug. 19 commissioners John Smi-
ley, David Hamil and Chairman Randy 
McMurphy approved budget needs to 
continue the Oklahoma State University 
Extension office. The budget can now be 
sent to Oklahoma State University for 
the final review. 
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By Marione Martin
A couple was charged with 

misdemeanor embezzlement from a 
Cherokee business but a felony charge 
was added because they allegedly used a 
company computer to do it. 

Joe Allen Weve, 58, and Linda 
Kay Weve, 53, are listed as residing 
in Hazelton, Kansas. Both have been 
charged with violation of an Oklahoma 
statute via computer, a felony. This 
crime is punishable by imprisonment 
for not more than five years or by a 
fine of not more than $5,000, or by 
both such imprisonment and fine. Court 
information states between September 
2018 and July 29, 2019, the Weves 
allegedly communicated with Ace 
Hardware computer terminal system 
network to fraudulently misappropriate 
customer reward transactions.

Both were also charged with 
a misdemeanor of embezzlement, 
punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding one year or by 
a fine not exceeding $500, or both such 

fine and imprisonment. 
A court affidavit by District Attorney’s 

Investigator Steve Tanio states that 
on July 30, he spoke with David and 
Nancy Parr, who own and manage Ace 
Hardware Store in Cherokee. David said 
he hired Joe Weve and Linda Weve in 
January 2015 as employees. In the past 
week, the Parrs said they became aware 
both Joe and Linda were diverting Ace 
Hardware Rewards program points 
from customers to the account of Joe’s 
mother, Rexene Weve. 

Nancy said the rewards program 
is a cash value incentive program 
based on a customer’s purchase from 
Ace Hardware. After reviewing the 
store’s records, Nancy had been able 
to determine that rewards points for 
approximately $20,000 in cash sales 
had been diverted into Rexene’s 
account. She had documented the 
fraudulent transactions from Sept. 13, 
2018, through July 29, 2019. Nancy 
documented instances when Rexene’s 
rewards points had been used by her 

husband, Joe Adolph Weve, to purchase 
items from the Ace Hardware store as a 
cash incentive transaction.

Nancy told Tanio the Cherokee Ace 
Hardware point of sale (POS) computer 
terminals are linked to the nationwide 
Ace Hardware computers to record 
customer transactions as well as keep a 
record of a customer’s rewards points. 
The rewards points then can be used by 
the customers to purchase store items. 
She said both Joe and Linda Weve had 
accessed the POS and diverted other 
customers’ rewards points to Rexene’s 
account.

On Aug. 5, Tanio and Alfalfa 
County Sheriff Rick Wallace conducted 
post-Miranda videotaped interviews 
separately with each of the Weves. 
According to the affidavit, both admitted 
they had diverted other customers’ 
rewards points to Rexene Weve.

Charges were filed on Aug. 5. 
Both Joe and Linda Weve have been 
released on PR bonds. Their next court 
appearances are Sept. 11.

Couple charged with embezzlement 
from Cherokee business

By Stacy Sanborn
As usual, commissioners in Alfalfa 

County spent their Monday morning 
poring over large stacks of purchase 
orders and warrants for payment; noth-

ing else on the agenda demanded more 
time. 

After signing off on each, the three 
men (Jay Hague, Stan Tucker and Mar-
vin Woodall) moved on to give approv-
al for an AEC patronage check (just 
over $800) to be divided up against 
Alfalfa County’s fire departments. The 
check is made out to the Alfalfa Coun-
ty Hospital, which no longer exists, in 
turn allowing commissioners to apply 
the money into different accounts. 

Next approved was the Schedule 
of Expenditures of  Federal Awards 
(SEFA) for fiscal year 18-19, followed 
by a monthly maintenance agreement 
with Office Solutions, Inc. on a copy 
machine in the county clerk’s office. 

Commissioners gave signatures on 

the last few remaining agenda items, as 
little discussion was necessary. These 
items included a routine contract agree-
ment with Eastern Oklahoma Youth 
Services and Alfalfa County for Juve-
nile Detention Services, permission for 
the county clerk to send publication for 
public auction on a 2012 John Deere 
backhoe (and to send item for public 
auction), and the declaration of surplus 
– along with a resolution for its dis-
posal – on a 2014 Ford 4x4 truck from 
the sheriff’s office. The county clerk 
was also approved going out on bid for 
12-month ballots for the election office. 

For the week, there were two road 
crossing permits: a single in District 2 
for $3,375 and a single in District 3 for 
$500. 

Quiet week for Alfalfa
County commissioners
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Jury weighing
verdict in
shooting death of
Oklahoma deputy

GUTHRIE, Okla. (AP) — A jury has begun deliberating a 
verdict in the trial of a man accused of shooting an Oklahoma 
sheriff's deputy to death.

Deliberations began Tuesday in the trial of 47-year-old Na-
than LeForce, who is charged with first-degree murder in the 
April 18, 2017, shooting of 40-year-old Logan County Deputy 
David Wade.

Testimony in the case began Aug. 12. Evidence included 
Wade's body camera video when he was fatally wounded while 
serving an eviction notice at a home near Mulhall, 50 miles (80 
kilometers) north of Oklahoma City. Wade was shot four times, 
including in the face.

Prosecutors say LeForce then took Wade's patrol vehicle 
and drove it to a convenience store, where he stole another car 
at gunpoint.

LeForce has pleaded not guilty. Prosecutors are seeking the 
death penalty .

Officials say no 
misconduct in 
suicide death of 
teen inmate

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Officials say an investiga-
tion has found no misconduct by employees at the Oklahoma 
County Jail in the death of a teenage inmate who apparently 
took his own life.

The Oklahoman reports that Annette Jacobi, director of the 
Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth, told jail offi-
cials on Monday that investigators reviewed surveillance vid-
eos and other documentation before closing the investigation 
into the death of 16-year-old John Leroy Daniel Applegate.

Applegate died in May at a hospital after he was found 
unconscious at the jail on April 23. His death has been ruled 
a suicide. Applegate had faced charges including rape and as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

Although officials found no misconduct, changes to poli-
cies concerning detained juveniles have been recommended 
including requiring specialized training for staff who work 
with juveniles.

O'Rourke visits 
Oklahoma sites 
that were targets 
of violence

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Democratic presidential 
candidate Beto O'Rourke has paid visits to sites in Tulsa and 
Oklahoma City that were targeted by violence.

The former congressman stopped Monday in Tulsa's 
Greenwood District where a white mob in 1921 looted black 
businesses , leaving homes and churches smoldering. He later 
visited the Oklahoma City National Memorial and Museum, 
which is dedicated to the victims of the 1995 domestic terror-
ist bombing of a federal building.

O'Rourke drew connections between the Oklahoma attacks 
and the Aug. 3 attack in his hometown of El Paso , Texas, in 
which a white nationalist killed 22 people and wounded about 
two dozen others. Police say the attacker targeted Mexicans.

President Donald Trump accused O'Rourke of exploiting 
tragedy to boost his campaign.
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By Yvonne Miller
Aug. 3 was a typical hot summer day, 

but equally as hot was the enthusiasm to 
raise money for the Monty Thompson 
Continuing Education Foundation. The 
Anthony Golf Course was the setting 
for the 10th Annual Golf Outing in 
Thompson’s name. 

Outing coordinator Mike Miller 
said this 10th year proved to have “the 
best turnout ever” with 18 four-member 
teams. Donations and the auction raised 
over $6,000, which Miller said “far 
exceeded” any of the previous years. 

A lifelong educator, Thompson 
was a longtime teacher and principal 
at South Barber School. He was also 
an avid golfer and battled Melanoma 
cancer several years. Before his death 
in 2008 the South Barber Site Council 
had decided to establish an education 
foundation in Thompson’s name. He had 
requested that his golfing buddies go to 
the course the afternoon of his funeral 
after the service. Those guys decided to 
continue the tradition and support the 

Pictured is the late Monty Thompson’s family at the golf outing to raise funds 
for the education foundation in his name. From left, front: Patricia Thompson, 
Audrey Pore, Cresten Pore, Jane Thompson, Christy Hackleman; (back) David 
Uher, Connor Pore, Chad Pore, Caydan Pore and Corey Pore. 

10th Annual Monty Thompson
Foundation Golf Outing ‘best ever’

foundation with their donations. 
Miller said the goal of the Monty 

Thompson Education Foundation is to 
provide USD 255 with funds to assist 
teachers for educational purposes 
(materials, field trips, etc.) These past 
10 years, the foundation has contributed 
over $85,000, Miller said. 

When asked about these efforts to 
support the foundation for 10 years, Jane 
Thompson (Monty’s wife who taught for 

years at South Barber Elementary) said, 
“It is amazing! Through the support of 
the community the MTCEF has been 
able to help the schools in so many ways. 
Monty was always wanting to do what 
was best for kids and this is a fantastic 
legacy. He would be very proud.”

Miller thanks all those who 
participated in the outing, the golf course 
and all the sponsors to make this record-
setting year possible to help education. 

Don’t trade it, donate it!

Call the American Lung Association of 
Oklahoma Vehicle Donation Program 

at 800-577-5864 or visit us on 
the Web at www.oklung.org
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‘Mr. Kiowa’ Bob Hays 
remembers dates 
and more
By Yvonne Miller

Labor Day is a federal government 
holiday for people to rest from their 
labors, but the majority of people in 
Kiowa, Kansas, usually don’t get much 
rest that weekend. As they have since 
1939, Kiowa’s Chamber of Commerce 
plans a traditional weekend of fun events 
– with the focal point being the free ham 
and bean feed at Progress Park – and 
it wouldn’t be Labor Day in the park 
without the Cake Walk, which started in 
1969. 

So, 2019 is a significant year as 
Kiowa’s Labor Day celebration turns 80. 
The cake walk music has played for 50 
years. Some women in the community 
have baked cakes for the cake walk most 
of those years. This year also marks the 
35th anniversary of Kiowa’s 5K and Fun 
Run, which started in 1984. 

There’s probably no one in town who 
knows the history of Kiowa’s Labor Day 
celebration better than Bob Hays, who 
is often called “Mr. Kiowa.” He was 
first chamber president in 1971. He and 
his wife Grace (who is deceased) were 
parade marshals for Kiowa’s Pioneer 
Days Parade in 2011. Hays was chamber 
president at the time and he and a 
committee surprised Grace with the 
parade marshal status the morning of the 
parade. 

An interview in 2011 with the 
Newsgram found just how active the 
Hays were in this community after 
moving to Kiowa January 1, 1968. Bob 
said they purchased a business from 
Eldon Weaver, which was located on 
the north side of Main Street, “before 
the fire.” Then for 34 years, the couple 
owned and operated Gambles on the 
south side of Main Street (which is now 
Simpsons Hardware). 

In 2011 he was a 15-time chamber 

A longtime Chamber of Commerce President in Kiowa, Bob Hays has support-
ed Kiowa’s Labor Day celebration since he and his wife Grace (now deceased) 
came to town in 1968. Shown here in the 2011 Kiowa Pioneer Days Parade, Bob 
and Grace were parade marshals. They ride in the horse-drawn coach driven by 
Stoney Reif. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Kiowa to host 80th Labor Day
celebration – Cake Walk turns 50 
years old,  35 years for 5K Run

president. In that interview he credited 
Grace for working side-by-side with 
him. “She’s always been by my side  – 
we’ve always worked together. Even to 
this day Grace reminds me of meetings 
and all the other things I need to do.” 

As a couple Bob and Grace 
have volunteered lots of time in the 
community in various ways, making 
many improvements to Progress Park. 
In 2011 they celebrated the 42nd year 
of running the Labor Day Cake Walk 
in the park. He continues to help today, 
although long retired. 

When the couple moved to Kiowa, 
he said, “We didn’t know very many 
people.” He said with the help of the 
“Jaycee Janes” they started the cake 
walk on the park tennis court in 1968. 
“So many people were interested that 
the chamber asked us to move over to 
the area we use now and used the bricks 

for people to stand on for the next year,” 
Hays recalled. 

“The reason it’s lasted is because 
you don’t change the rules. It’s popular. 
Everyone wins a cake.” 

He said they like to have around 75 
cakes. He thanks the local grocery store 
for baking three or four cakes and having 
their cake mixes on sale the week prior 
to Labor Day weekend. 

Hays thanked the steadfast ladies 
who’ve baked cakes for the Cake Walk 
for many of the 50 years. Some of those 
women have died or are simply unable to 
bake anymore. “I urge younger women 
to step up and bake a cake for us,” Hays 
said of the popular Labor Day game that 
ultimately has a delicious culmination. 

Hays said the money from the Cake 

 See Kiowa  Page 40
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Authorities find 
marijuana farm 
worth more 
than $1.7M

EL DORADO, Kan. (AP) — Author-
ities have found a marijuana farm worth 
more than $1.7 million while chasing a 
suspect.

KSNW-TV reports that the discov-
ery was made Sunday when deputies 
with the Butler County Sheriff's Office 
responded to a residential burglary near 
El Dorado.

The sheriff's office says the deputies 
pursued the burglary suspect when he ran 
into a field. As the deputies searched for 
the suspect, they spotted a couple men 
who also took off running. One of those 
men was captured, leading the deputies 
to a nearby cultivated marijuana field.

On Monday, deputies, Kansas Bu-
reau of Investigation agents and Kan-
sas Highway Patrol troopers entered the 
property and seized more than 1,700 
cultivated marijuana plants. They also 
found a camp site with tents, a cooking 
area and water pumps used to irrigate the 
plants.

FBI investigating 
University of Kansas 
research complex

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) — Federal authorities are conducting an investigation at 
a research facility on the University of Kansas campus in Lawrence.

FBI spokeswoman Bridget Patton confirmed the FBI and Lawrence police were 
at the Life Sciences Research Laboratories complex Tuesday but said she could not 
provide any details.

University spokesman Andy Hyland told the Lawrence Journal-World that law 
enforcement was investigating alleged criminal activity on the campus.

The complex houses research offices associated with the university's Center for 
Environmentally Beneficial Catalysis, as well as the Bioscience and Technology 
Business Center Expansion Facility.

Kim Grunewald, deputy general counsel at the university, said the investigation 
posed no threat to security or to the campus.

It was not immediately clear which offices or companies were operating in the 
areas under investigation.

Officers to wear 
black armbands
after police dog dies

ANDOVER, Kan. (AP) — A Kansas 
police dog named Thor has died just a 
few weeks before he was to retire.

The Andover Police Department 
said in a Facebook post that officers will 
wear black armbands through Saturday 
in honor of the Belgian Malinois. He had 
a brief illness and died over the week-
end, just short of his 10th birthday. Thor 
was trained to detect drugs, as well as 
in tracking and trailing. He often went 
to schools and community events to per-
form demonstrations.

Chief Mike Keller described Thor 
in the post as a "phenomenal dog." A 
memorial event also is planned for next 
month at a park.

Suit: Catholic school 
fired unwed teacher 
for being pregnant

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — A former teacher at a Catholic school in Kansas 
City, Missouri, alleges in a lawsuit that she was fired because she was pregnant and 
unmarried.

The Kansas City Star reports that a jury trial is scheduled to begin Monday in Mi-
chelle Bolen's lawsuit against the principal of St. Therese Catholic elementary school 
and the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.

Bolen had worked for the school for nearly 15 years when she lost her job in July 
2015. Diocese spokesman Jack Smith says her contract wasn't renewed for reasons 
that have nothing to do with her pregnancy.

The suit says Bolen was harassed and that a letter sent to staff announcing that 
she was expecting described her pregnancy as "less than ideal." Bolen now works at 
another school.
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By Larry Neumeister And Jim 
Mustian

NEW YORK (AP) — Three women 
filed lawsuits Tuesday accusing Jeffrey 
Epstein of raping them or subjecting 
them to other forced sex acts, including 
one case while he was serving a Flori-
da jail sentence that allowed him out to 
work during the day.

The lawsuits in Manhattan feder-
al court were filed on behalf of women 
who remained anonymous. They sought 
unspecified damages, citing continuing 
psychological and psychiatric trauma, 
mental anguish, humiliation and more.

The lawsuits say two women were 17 
and the third woman was 20 when they 
said they were sexually assaulted by Ep-
stein. All said they were also coerced 
into giving Epstein sexual massages for 
years.

Each woman explained in separate 
lawsuits how Epstein entered her life 
and forever changed its trajectory. They 
said Epstein dangled his powerful con-
nections to political and business lead-
ers worldwide as he promised to boost 
their careers in exchange for sexual ser-
vitude.

The allegation that he kept on prey-
ing on women even as he had to report 
to jail every night added yet another dis-
turbing twist to the story, underscoring 
what his accusers have long been saying 

— that his 13-month stint behind bars, 
worked out in a secret agreement with 
federal prosecutors, was a sham.

Epstein, 66, killed himself in his 
New York prison cell Aug. 10, a little 
over a month after he was arrested on 
sex trafficking charges. He had pleaded 
not guilty to sexually abusing girls as 
young as 14 and young women in New 
York and Florida in the early 2000s.

His lawyers maintained that the 
charges were nullified by a non-pros-
ecution agreement he reached with the 
federal government when he pleaded 
guilty in 2008 to state charges of solic-
iting a minor for prostitution. He served 
13 months in jail, was required to reach 
financial settlements with dozens of his 
alleged victims and register as a sex of-
fender.

Tuesday's lawsuits are among a flurry 
of litigation expected to be filed against 
Epstein's estate under a new state law 
that opened a one-year window allowing 
the filing of sexual abuse lawsuits once 
blocked by the statute of limitations.

Epstein's lawyer declined to com-
ment on Tuesday's filings.

Court papers filed last week in the 
U.S. Virgin Islands show Epstein's estate 
is worth over $577 million. He signed a 
will just two days before he killed him-
self.

In Tuesday's lawsuits, each wom-
an described how meeting a wealthy 
man with connections initially provided 
hope, but soon turned to horrors.

One woman said she was 17 and an 
aspiring dancer when an associate of Ep-
stein convinced her in 2002 to teach a 
class at Epstein's home.

Captivated by Epstein's claims to 
close connections with New York City's 
major dance companies, the woman by 
her third visit to his $77 million Manhat-
tan mansion was convinced to provide 
a massage while naked to Epstein in re-
turn for $300 cash, the lawsuit said.

The lawsuit said Epstein continued 
assaults against her through 2010.

A second lawsuit told how another 
woman met Epstein in 2007 at age 17 
when he promised to help her overcome 
an eating disorder and to pay for expen-
sive surgeries she required.

On her first visit, the lawsuit said, 
she was sexually assaulted during a mas-
sage.

The lawsuit said Epstein was serv-
ing his jail sentence, which allowed 
him to go to work each day, when he 
corresponded with her to obtain sexual-
ly explicit photographs of herself and a 
female relative.

It said Epstein then convinced her to 
join the company where he worked, only 
to cause her to engage in commercial sex 
acts with Epstein at his "work release" 
office that included sexual intercourse.

"Jeffrey Epstein, through his brazen 
and powerful organization, was quite 
literally able to commit federal sex traf-
ficking offenses at his work release of-
fice, during his jail sentence," the law-
suit said.

The lawsuit said the woman also had 
sex with Epstein in New York after his 
release from jail, but while he still wore 
an electronic monitoring ankle bracelet.

The woman continued to have sex 
with Epstein through 2014, months after 
Epstein convinced her to get married to a 
woman who recruited other females for 
him because the woman otherwise could 
not remain in the United States, the law-
suit said.

In a third lawsuit, another woman, a 
dancer, said she was 20 when she met 
Epstein in 2006 when she was recruited 
by another young woman who had "fall-
en prey" to Epstein's scheme.

The lawsuit said the woman was 
"very poor" and eager to support her 
mother when she agreed to provide Ep-
stein massages in return for hundreds of 
dollars.

3 women sue Epstein’s estate, 
citing rape, other sex acts
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By Julie Carr Smyth And Geoff 
Mulvihill

Two pharmaceutical companies have 
reached settlements totaling $15 million 
to avoid being defendants in the first fed-
eral trial on the drug industry's account-
ability for a nationwide opioid crisis.

Dublin, Ireland-based Endo Phar-
maceuticals announced Tuesday that it 
has agreed to pay the Ohio counties of 
Cuyahoga and Summit, home to Cleve-
land and Akron, a total of $10 million to 
settle their suits, which are still sched-
uled to go to trial against other drugmak-
ers and distributors Oct. 21.

As part of the deal, Endo also agreed 
to supply $1 million worth of blood 
pressure medicines it produces for the 
counties. The counties will determine 
how the settlement is divided.

And Allergan, also based in Dub-
lin, has agreed to pay $5 million to set-
tle claims related to its branded opioid. 
The settlement does not resolve claims 
regarding its generic opioids, Frank 

Gallucci, a lawyer for Cuyahoga Coun-
ty, told Cleveland.com and other media 
outlets.

The settlements came one day after 
the Summit County Council passed a 
resolution to OK settlements with any 
companies with less than 10% of the 
opioid market share in the county.

Matthew Maletta, an Endo executive 
vice president, said it would have cost 
the company $10 million in legal ex-
penses just to go to trial.

The company admitted no wrongdo-
ing, fault or liability related to the U.S. 
opioid epidemic that has led to more 
than 2,000 lawsuits by state, local and 
tribal governments, and hospitals seek-
ing damages.

Opioids, a class of drugs that in-
cludes prescription painkillers, hero-
in and fentanyl, have killed more than 
400,000 people in the U.S. since 2000. 
Governments contend that the compa-
nies downplayed the risk of the drugs 
and wrongfully shipped suspicious or-

ders to spur the crisis. In recent years, 
illicit opioids have been responsible for 
most of the deaths.

With the bellwether trial for Summit 
and Cuyahoga counties' claims about 
two months away, there has been a flurry 
of court filings and rulings.

On Monday, Judge Dan Polster, who 
is overseeing most of the lawsuits, ruled 
that drug manufacturers and distributors 
had a legal obligation not to ship opioid 
orders that were considered suspicious.

The companies had been arguing that 
there was a legal requirement to report 
suspicious orders but not to stop them 
from shipping.

Polster denied an additional request 
from the Ohio counties to rule even be-
fore trial that defendants did not comply 
with the requirement, saying there were 
factual disputes about that.

Still, his ruling could be a major win 
for plaintiffs, particularly in their cases 
against distribution companies and the 
big generic drugmakers.

2 drug companies settle with 
counties in opioid-crisis suit

By Jocelyn Gecker
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Los An-

geles Opera said Tuesday it will imme-
diately open a 'thorough and independent 
investigation' into allegations of sexual 
harassment against the opera star Placido 
Domingo, the company's general direc-
tor.

In a brief statement Tuesday, the opera 
company said it has hired Debra Wong 
Yang from the law firm of Gibson, Dunn 
& Crutcher to lead the investigation.

Yang is a former U.S. attorney and 
Los Angeles County Superior Court 
judge who is chair of her firm's Crisis 
Management Practice Group, according 
to the firm's website. She has been in-
volved in several high-profile cases and 
was hired by USC in 2017 to investigate 
the conduct of a former medical school 
dean.

The investigation into Domingo's be-
havior follows an Associated Press report 
last week detailing multiple accusations 
against the 78-year-old opera star.

Three of the nine women who ac-
cused the singer of harassment and abuse 
of power said the encounters took place 
while they worked with Domingo at the 
LA organization. The nine women and 
dozens of others interviewed said Do-
mingo's behavior was an open secret in 
the industry and that he pursued younger 
women with impunity.

Domingo did not respond to detailed 
questions from the AP about specific in-
cidents, but issued a statement saying he 
believed all the encounters to be consen-
sual and calling the allegations "deeply 
troubling, and as presented, inaccurate."

Yang, a former U.S. attorney and a 
Los Angeles Superior Court judge, is an 

experienced investigator who was hired 
by the University of Southern California 
two years ago to look into the conduct of 
the school's former medical school dean, 
who admitted using methamphetamines, 
and the university's response to his be-
havior. At the time, her independence 
was questioned because she has taught 
at the USC law school and defended the 
university in court.

Yang also was criticized after an in-
ternal investigation she participated in 
cleared former New Jersey Gov. Chris 
Christie in the "Bridgegate" scandal, in 
which two of Christie's former associates 
were convicted of orchestrating traffic 
jams near the George Washington Bridge 
in September 2013, allegedly to punish 
a mayor who wouldn't endorse Chris-
tie. Christie, who is a personal friend of 
Yang's, wasn't charged.

LA Opera names lawyer to lead 
Placido Domingo investigation
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By Alex Veiga 
Stocks fell broadly on Wall Street 

Tuesday after another slide in bond 
yields and a mixed batch of corporate 
earnings weighed on the market.

The selling pulled every major sec-
tor lower, snapping a three-day winning 
streak for the S&P 500.

Financial sector stocks bore the brunt 
of the decline as investors reacted to low-
er yields. Technology stocks, which like 
banks have tended to lead the market's 
gains recently, gave up an early gain.

Home Depot climbed after the home 
improvement retailer reported earnings 
that topped Wall Street's forecasts. But 
two other big retailers didn't fare as well. 
Investors sent Kohl's and TJX lower af-
ter their latest quarterly report cards fell 
short of analysts' expectations.

Tuesday's market slide is the latest 
twist for stocks, which have been caught 
in the grips of volatile trading all month 
as anxious investors alternate between 
seeking shelter in bonds and pouncing 
on stocks when prices slump.

"The market is taking a little bit of 
a breather here," said Tony Roth, chief 
investment officer at Wilmington Trust. 
"You're getting just a little bit of consol-
idation after the rally we've had over the 
last three or four days."

The S&P 500 fell 23.14 points, or 
0.8%, to 2,900.51. The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average slid 173.35, or 0.7%, to 
25,962.44. The Nasdaq, which is heav-
ily weighted with technology stocks, 
dropped 54.25, or 0.7%, to 7,948.56. 
The Russell 2000 index of smaller com-
pany stocks gave up 10.84 points, or 
0.7%, to 1,498.01.

All four indexes are on track to finish 
the month with losses.

The market has been highly volatile 
all month as investors try to parse con-
flicting signals on the U.S. economy and 
determine whether a recession is on the 
horizon. A key concern is that the esca-
lating and costly trade conflict between 
the world's two biggest economies will 
hamper growth around the globe.

Earlier this month, President Donald 
Trump announced plans to extend tar-
iffs across virtually all Chinese imports, 
many of them consumer products that 

were exempt from earlier rounds of tar-
iffs.

Uncertainty over trade clouded an 
otherwise strong quarterly report card 
from Home Depot.

The home improvement retailer cut 
its sales expectations for the year Tues-
day, citing declining lumber prices and 
the potential impacts to the U.S. con-
sumer arising from recently announced 
tariffs.

That didn't scare off investors. Home 
Depot shares jumped 4.4%, the biggest 
gain in the S&P 500, as investors fo-
cused on the company's solid quarterly 
results. Lowe's rode its rival's surge, fin-
ishing with a 3% gain.

Kohl's, meanwhile, was the biggest 
decliner in the S&P 500. The department 
store operator reported a sharper than 
expected decline in sales at established 
locations during the second quarter. The 
stock lost 6.9%.

Another decline in bond yields also 
weighed on the market Tuesday. The 
yield on the 10-year Treasury slipped to 
1.55% from 1.59% late Monday.

When bond yields fall, it pulls down 
the interest rates that banks pocket on 
mortgages and other consumer loans. 
That helped pull financial stocks lower. 
Bank of America dropped 2%.

Technology stocks, which like banks 
have tended to lead the market's gains 
recently, also fell after briefly turning 
higher in the middle of the day. Western 
Digital dropped 1.9%.

Some chipmakers continued to rise 
on news Monday that the U.S. gave Chi-
nese telecom giant an extension to buy 
more supplies from U.S. companies. 
Qualcomm added 1.6%.

Household goods makers and com-
munication services stocks were among 
the decliners. Energy stocks also fell.

Last week, many stock indexes 
around the world struck their lowest lev-
els this year, before a late rally suggested 
some calm was returning to the markets 
in what is a traditionally low-volume 
time of the year. Analysts say the con-
cerns that drove last week's sell-off 
could resurface at any time.

Investors will be seeking new insight 
this week into the Federal Reserve's 

willingness to make further interest rate 
cuts.

The central bank is releasing the 
minutes from last month's meeting of 
policymakers Wednesday. Two days 
later, Fed Chairman Jerome Powell is 
scheduled to deliver a speech at the cen-
tral bank's annual conference in Jackson 
Hole, Wyoming.

Investors are hoping the Fed will 
continue to cut interest rates to shore up 
economic growth. The Fed lowered in-
terest rates by a quarter-point at its last 
meeting, the first cut in a decade.

"Coming into this meeting Friday for 
the speech, the market is really going to 
be looking for something that suggests 
that (Powell) has changed his approach 
and that this is going to be more of a sys-
tematic lowering of interest rates," Roth 
said. "He may not provide what the mar-
ket wants."

Benchmark crude oil fell 3 cents to 
settle at $56.18 a barrel. Brent crude oil, 
the international standard, rose 29 cents 
to close at $60.03 a barrel. Wholesale 
gasoline rose 2 cents to $1.68 per gallon. 
Heating oil climbed 2 cents to $1.85 per 
gallon. Natural gas rose 1 cent to $2.22 
per 1,000 cubic feet.

Gold rose $4.20 to $1,504.60 per 
ounce, silver rose 21 cents to $17.12 per 
ounce and copper fell 3 cents to $2.57 
per pound.

The dollar fell to 106.32 Japanese 
yen from 106.62 yen on Monday. The 
euro strengthened to $1.1097 from 
$1.1082.

Major US stock indexes finish 
lower, snapping a 3-day rally
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By Mark Sherman And Jessica 
Gresko

WASHINGTON (AP) — Dozens of 
legal briefs supporting fired funeral di-
rector Aimee Stephens at the Supreme 
Court use "she" and "her" to refer to the 
transgender woman.

So does the appeals court ruling in 
favor of Stephens that held that work-
place discrimination against transgender 
people is illegal under federal civil rights 
law.

But in more than 110 pages urging 
the Supreme Court to reverse that deci-
sion, the Trump administration and the 
Michigan funeral home where Stephens 
worked avoid gender pronouns, repeated-
ly using Stephens' name.

Stephens' case is one of two major 
fights over LGBT rights that will be ar-
gued at the high court on Oct. 8. The oth-
er tests whether discrimination on the ba-
sis of sexual orientation also violates the 
provision of the landmark Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, known as Title 7, that pro-
hibits employers from discriminating on 
the basis of sex. The cases are expected 
to be decided by next spring, during the 
presidential election campaign.

Decisions about gender pronouns may 
seem minor, but they appear to reflect the 
larger issues involved in this high-stakes 
battle.

John Bursch, the Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom lawyer who will argue on 
behalf of Harris Funeral Homes, wrote, 
"Out of respect for Stephens and follow-

ing this Court's lead in Farmer v. Brennan 
... Harris tries to avoid use of pronouns 
and sex-specific terms when referring to 
Stephens." Farmer v. Brennan was a 1994 
decision that did not use gender pronouns 
to describe a transsexual prison inmate 
who had been assaulted by other inmates.

The administration's court filing ar-
guing that Title 7 "does not prohibit dis-
crimination against transgender persons 
based on their transgender status" offers 
no explanation for the absence of gender 
pronouns for Stephens. A Justice Depart-
ment spokeswoman did not respond to an 
email seeking comment.

"It's sad that neither the funeral home 
nor the Department of Justice can bring 
themselves to be minimally respectful of 
Aimee.  But the real tragedy is that our 
government is urging the Supreme Court 
to rule that firing workers because they 
are transgender is perfectly legal," said 
James Esseks, director of the American 
Civil Liberties Union's Lesbian Gay Bi-
sexual Transgender & HIV Project. The 
ACLU represents Stephens at the Su-
preme Court.

Many organizations, including The 
Associated Press, use the gender pro-
nouns an individual prefers.

That was the case when the 6th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in Ste-
phens' favor. "We refer to Stephens us-
ing female pronouns, in accordance with 
the preference she has expressed," Judge 
Karen Moore wrote.

In a similar case that reached the Su-

preme Court just before the 2016 elec-
tion, a Virginia county school board 
fought transgender high school student 
Gavin Grimm, initially identified only 
by his initials, over his desire to use the 
boys' bathroom. The court eventually dis-
missed the case when President Donald 
Trump was elected and withdrew Obama 
administration policy that favored trans-
gender students.

"This petition uses 'he,' 'him,' and 'his' 
to respect G.G.'s desire to be referred to 
with male pronouns. That choice does not 
concede anything on the legal question of 
what G.G.'s 'sex' is for purposes of Ti-
tle IX and its implementing regulation," 
conservative lawyer Kyle Duncan wrote 
in representing the school board at the 
Supreme Court. Duncan has since been 
named by Trump to the 5th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals.

*****
The court's long recess doesn't end 

until October, but just as students get 
back to hitting the books with their return 
to school, Justices Sonia Sotomayor and 
Neil Gorsuch will be pitching them. Each 
has a book due out in September.

Sotomayor's 32-page children's book, 
"Just Ask!: Be Different, Be Brave, Be 
You" will be published on Sept. 3. It's 
about kids with life challenges such as di-
abetes, which Sotomayor was diagnosed 
with as a child.

The book is her fourth in her 10 years 
on the court and, like the others, will be 
released in both English and Spanish.

Gorsuch's book, "A Republic, If You 
Can Keep It," comes out a week later. The 
352-page book is Gorsuch's reflections, 
speeches and essays on the Constitution. 
The title comes from a quote attributed to 
Benjamin Franklin at the end of the Con-
stitutional Convention in 1787.

Gorsuch's book is his first as a justice. 
He wrote "The Future of Assisted Suicide 
and Euthanasia" in 2006.

To promote his book, Gorsuch will 
speak at two presidential libraries in 
September: the Richard Nixon Library 
in California and the George W. Bush 
Presidential Center in Texas. He'll also 
give a book talk at the National Archives 
in Washington. Sotomayor, meanwhile, 
will be making September appearances 
in suburban Atlanta and Chicago.

SUPREME COURT NOTEBOOK: 
Gender pronouns part of LGBT fight
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Bring us your mess!
We can organize your
family files by transferring
old film movies to digital.

First DVD is �2� plus 2��
per foot (no sound) or 2��
per foot with sound.
Extra copies of that DVD
are only �� each.

Bring your box of reels to Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200

We do
VHS to

DVD too

ALVA, OKLAHOMA 73717 - WWW.SMCOK.COM
SSM - St. Anthony Hospital Affiliate

See job openings
at smcok.com or

on Facebook

Jennifer Nichols
APRN

Jeremy Logsdon
APRN

Convenient Hours
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. Mon-Sat

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Sun

Walk-in or
call ahead

580-430-3325

East entrance
of hospital
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By Christopher Weber
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Like many 

urban singles, the mountain lion P-22 
lives a solitary life in a too-small hab-
itat. And he has a hard time finding a 
mate in the big city.

Famous for traveling across two 
freeways and making a huge Los Ange-
les park his home, the lonesome big cat 
has become a symbol of the shrinking 
genetic diversity of wild animals that 
must remain all but trapped by sprawl-
ing development or risk becoming 
roadkill.

Hoping to fend off the extinction of 
mountain lions and other species that 
require room to roam, transportation of-
ficials and conservationists will build a 
mostly privately funded wildlife cross-
ing over a major Southern California 
highway. It will give big cats, coyotes, 
deer, lizards, snakes and other creatures 
a safe route to open space and better ac-
cess to food and potential mates.

The span along U.S. 101 will only 
be the second animal overpass in a state 
where tunnels are more common. Offi-
cials say it will be the first of its kind 
near a major metropolis and the largest 
in the world, stretching 200 feet (61 me-
ters) above 10 lanes of busy highway 
and a feeder road just 35 miles (56 ki-
lometers) northwest of downtown LA.

"When the freeway went in, it cut 
off an ecosystem. We're just now see-
ing impacts of that," Beth Pratt of the 
National Wildlife Federation told The 
Associated Press.

Scientists tracking mountain lions 
fitted with GPS collars found that road-
ways are largely trapping animals in the 
Santa Monica Mountains, which run 
along the Malibu coast and across the 
middle of Los Angeles to Griffith Park, 
where P-22 settled.

"They can't get out of here to get 
dates, and cats can't get in to get dates. ... 
For those of us in LA, having a romance 
prospect quashed by traffic is something 
we can all relate to," Pratt said.

The result of that isolation, research-
ers say, is imminent genetic collapse for 
mountain lions. Habitat loss has driven 
the populations to inbreeding that could 
lead to extinction within 15 years unless 
the big cats regularly connect with other 

populations to increase their diversity, 
according to a study published this year 
by the University of California, Los An-
geles; University of California, Davis; 
and the National Park Service.

The $87 million bridge last month 
entered its final design phase. It's on 
track for groundbreaking within two 
years and completion by 2023, accord-
ing to engineer Sheik Moinuddin, proj-
ect manager with the California Depart-
ment of Transportation. Construction 
will take place mostly at night and 
won't require any lengthy shutdowns of 
the 101 freeway, officials said.

Moinuddin said Caltrans considers 
it a "special" project that the agency 
hopes will inspire others like it across 
the state.

One of the reasons it's special is that 
80% of the money to build it will come 
from private sources, Pratt said. She's in 
charge of fundraising and is using P-22 
— "the Brad Pitt of the cougar world" 
— as the poster cat for the campaign.

"He is world famous, handsome, ev-
erybody loves him," she said about the 
cougar that's been photographed in his 
park home with the Hollywood sign as 
a backdrop.

Despite being the face of the proj-
ect, P-22 is unlikely to use the bridge 
because he's confined to the park many 
miles away. But many of his relatives 
could benefit, Pratt said.

More than $13.5 million in private 
funding has already been raised, Pratt 
said. Officials are considering offering 
naming rights to the bridge if an entity 
or individual — perhaps a Hollywood 
studio or star — ponies up a significant 
donation, she said.

The remaining 20% will come from 
public funds already allocated toward 
conservation projects, officials said.

Some 300,000 cars a day travel that 
stretch of the 101 in Agoura Hills, a 
small city surrounded by a patchwork of 
protected wildland that the new crossing 
will connect. Residents regularly spot 
tarantulas, coyotes and bobcats in their 
yards and enjoy a short walk to hiking 
and biking trails that offer sweeping 
views of the Pacific Ocean.

Drivers on the busy freeway in the 
Liberty Canyon area might do a dou-

ble-take as they speed under a bridge 
165 feet (50 meters) wide with brush 
and trees growing on top, seamlessly 
joining hillsides on both sides of the 
lanes.

"And who knows, you might see an 
animal peeking over as it's crossing," 
Pratt said.

From the perspective of that ani-
mal meandering to or from the Santa 
Monica Mountains, the topography will 
hopefully be indistinguishable from the 
scenery on either side, said architect 
Clark Stevens. His design will total 
about 8 acres of landscape — of which 
the bridge top occupies about an acre.

He's working with biologists and 
engineers to design berms and hollows 
with high edges that will block sound 
and light from the lanes below.

"Ideally the animals will never know 
they're on a bridge," said Stevens, with 
the Resource Conservation District of 
the Santa Monica Mountains. "It's land-
scape flowing over a freeway. It's put-
ting back a piece of the ecosystem that 
was lost."

Wildlife crossings — bridges and 
tunnels — are common in western 
Europe and Canada. A famous one in 
Banff National Park in Alberta spans 
the Trans-Canada Highway and is fre-
quently used by bears, moose and elk. 
The first one in California opened with 
little fanfare last October near Temecu-
la, about 60 miles (97 kilometers) north 
of San Diego.

The Los Angeles-area bridge has en-
joyed nearly universal support, unusual 
for a public works project. The draft en-
vironmental impact document received 
nearly 9,000 comments — with only 15 
opposed, according to the NWF.

Agoura Hills resident Fran Pavley, 
a retired state senator, said one of her 
neighbors was initially concerned about 
cost.

"He came on board after learning it 
would be funded privately," she said.

Stevens said he's encouraged by 
Caltrans' devotion to the project and its 
promise to consider more like it.

"Every hole in the freeway ought to 
be exploited. It's a game of odds," he 
said. "The more options animals have, 
the better off they'll be."

California to build largest 
wildlife crossing in world
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Walk sales goes to help pay for the free 
ham and bean lunch that through the 
years is served to hundreds of people in 
the park that day. He said the cake walk 
usually generates around $500 to give 
toward the free bean feed. 

“It’s amazing that we still have a 
crowd,” Hays said. He estimates that in 
the early days there were probably 4,000 
people who took in the celebration.  
Through the years, he said they had an 
average of  2500 people. In latter years 
hundreds come to the park for the day 
full of activities including games for all 
ages, entertainment, other food booths 
and mainly visiting and fun. 

Watch the Newsgram next week for 
more details about Kiowa’s 80th Labor 
Day celebration. 

From Page 26

Kiowa

By Kevin Freking And Josh Boak
WASHINGTON (AP) — President 

Donald Trump acknowledged Tuesday 
his aggressive China trade policies may 
mean economic pain for Americans but 
insisted they're needed for more import-
ant long-term benefits. He insisted he's 
not fearing a recession but is nonethe-
less considering new tax cuts to promote 
growth.

Asked if his trade war with China 
could tip the country into recession, 
Trump brushed off the idea as "irrele-
vant" and said it was imperative to "take 
China on."

"It's about time, whether it's good for 
our country or bad for our country short-
term," he said.

Paraphrasing a reporter's question, 
Trump said, "Your statement about, 
'Oh, will we fall into a recession for two 
months?' OK?  The fact is, somebody 
had to take China on."

The president indicated that he had 
no choice but to impose the tariffs that 
have been a drag on U.S. manufacturers, 
financial markets and, by some mea-
sures, American consumers.

Trump was clear he didn't think the 
nation is at risk of a recession, and that 
a boom was possible if the Federal Re-
serve would slash its benchmark interest 
rate.

"We're very far from a recession," 
Trump said. "In fact, if the Fed would do 
its job, I think we'd have a tremendous 
spurt of growth, a tremendous spurt."

Yet he also said he is considering a 

temporary payroll tax cut and indexing 
to inflation the federal taxes on prof-
its made on investments — moves de-
signed to stimulate faster growth. He 
downplayed any idea that these thoughts 
indicate a weakening economy , saying, 
"I'm looking at that all the time anyway."

Asked about his remarks, White 
House spokesman Judd Deere said "the 
president does not believe we are headed 
for a recession. The economy is strong 
because of his policies."

Trump faces something of an inflec-
tion point on a U.S. economy that ap-
pears to be showing vulnerabilities after 
more than 10 years of growth. Factory 
output has fallen and consumer confi-
dence has waned as he has ramped up 
his trade war with China. In private, 
Trump and his advisers have shown con-
cern that a broader slowdown if not an 
outright recession could arrive just as he 
is seeking reelection based on his eco-
nomic record.

Trump rattled the stock and bond 
markets this month when he announced 
plans to put a 10% tax on $300 billion 
worth of Chinese imports. The market 
reaction suggested a recession might be 
on the horizon and led Trump to delay 
some of the tariffs that were slated to be-
gin in September, though 25% tariffs are 
already in place for $250 million in other 
Chinese goods.

The president has long maintained 
that the burden of the tariffs is falling 
solely on China, yet that message was 
undermined by his statements to report-

ers Tuesday prior to a meeting in the 
Oval Office with the president of Roma-
nia.

"My life would be a lot easier if I 
didn't take China on. But I like doing it 
because I have to do it," Trump said.

The world economy has been slow-
ing in recent months, and recent stock 
market swings have added to concerns 
that the U.S. economy is not immune. A 
new survey Monday showed a big ma-
jority of economists expecting a down-
turn to hit by 2021.

Addressing that possibility, Trump 
focused anew on pressuring the Federal 
Reserve to cut interest rates. Presidents 
have generally avoided criticizing the 
Federal Reserve publicly, but Trump 
has shown no inclination to follow that 
lead. Rather, he's positioning Fed Chair-
man Jerome Powell to take the fall if the 
economy swoons.

"I think that we actually are set for a 
tremendous surge of growth, if the Fed 
would do its job," Trump said. "That's a 
big if."

Trump recommended a minimum cut 
of a full percentage point in the coming 
months.

Trump acknowledges China polices 
may mean US economic pain
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
Free To Good Home

Very sweet 9 month old female 
Red Heeler/Border Collie mix. 
Crate trained, housebroke, 
basic commands, leash trained, 
UTD on shots, chipped and 
sprayed. 580-603-5977

Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Automotive
For Sale

‘04 HiLo Camper. Classic 28. 
$8000. 580-554-3049

30 Days
till the largest free car show in 
Oklahoma! The BancCentral 
Big Cruise and Car Show

For Sale
1974 International Scout II, 
304 engine, needs restoration, 
priced right, $1,000 obo. 580-
541-7098

Business Services
Hosanna Care

Experienced Caregiver. Adult 
Care. Child Care in your 
home. Personal Chef - Healthy 
Cooking. 580-327-7897

GM Mini Storage
& RV Hook-Ups. Storage 
Units starting at $40/month. 
Call 580-732-0792

Deal of the Decade
Speed Queen 10-year Parts 
and Labor Factory Warranty 
on America’s #1 reliable new 
and current models of Speed 
Queen washers & dryers. J & J 
Appliance, 409 Barnes, Alva. 
580-327-1104

New Line
of Speed Queen Classic 
Washer and Dryer has arrived 
at J & J Appliance, 409 Barnes, 
Alva, OK. 580-327-1104. 
Washer features turnover 
driven wash action that you 
remember from decades past 
with deep fill option and no lid 
lock. Built to last 25 years

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

Employment
Help Wanted

Part-Time Station Help for 
mornings and afternoons and 
weekends. Will work around 
college schedule. Pick-Up 
application at Garnett Oil/
Conoco. 580-327-2691
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Farm & Ranch Hand
References required. Driver 
License. 580-327-7165

Help Wanted
Woods County Conservation 
District is accepting 
applications for Soil 
Conservation Technician. 
Requires agricultural 
knowledge. Applications at 
USDA Building, Alva (927 
Okla Blvd) or WCCD Office, 
Freedom (Main St.) Deadline is 
September 10, 2019. WCCD is 
an EOE

Farm Supplies
For Sale

70s model stock trailer, 8x16 
bumper pull, needs some TLC, 
priced accordingly $500 obo. 
580-541-7098

For Sale
Certified Seed Wheat; 
Doublestop CL+, Smith’s Gold, 
WB4699,WB4303, WB4269, 
LCS Fusion AX, LCS Chrome, 
LCS Mint, Larry, Zenda. Seed 
treating available. Call to place 
order. Andrew Pauly 316-303-
7359. Tom Pauly 620-222-
8863. Conway Springs, KS

For Sale
9N Ford Tractor. Runs good. 
Tires 90%. Ford front end 
loader. Fits 3600-4600 Ford 
Tractors. Call 580-327-2600

Hay for Sale
Ozark Bermuda grass hay. 
Round bales (net wrapped). 
This hay is clean & put up 
right, forage analysis has been 
run, crude protein 8.5% & TDN 
60.2%. Want to sell in semi 
loads. Call Mike Stevens 580-
430-7597 or 580-327-2133

For Sale
2390 Case Tractor. 580-829-
2830

For Sale
1965 Case 930 Comfort King 
tractor, needs water pump & 
battery, new water pump comes 
with purchase, $1,000 obo. 580-
541-7098

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

Military items, camping items 
and family items. Sat, 8am-5pm. 
204 Barnes, Alva

Community Garage Sale
Fri, Aug 23 5pm-? Sat, Aug 24 
8am-? Capron United Methodist 
Church

Miscellaneous
Pool Chemicals

to give away. One box full. I will 
deliver. 580-748-0806

For Sale
2 tickets OU South Dakota, Sept 
7th, 6pm. Call 580-829-1262. 
Wallecia Ream

For Sale
Washer/dryer set $200 OBO. 
580-748-0136

Real Estate
Thinking of Moving?

Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please leave 
message if unavailable

House for Rent
3bdrm, 2bth, close to college. 
Most utilities paid. 580-829-
1279
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ALVA STATE
BANK &

TRUST COMPANY

Specialists in
Agriculture Lending

We’ve Served You
100 Years!

VENDETTI
PLUMBING & DRAIN     
Call us today and let us take care of  
ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS!

 
    

580-871-2223
OK LIC# 071167

PROUDLY SERVING NORTHWEST
OKLAHOMA SINCE 2005

For Sale
120 Alfalfa round bales, good 
grinding hay. 580-829-2782. 
Burlington, OK

80 Acres
M/L Woods County Farm 
Ground, 5 E of Alva, 5 3/4 S 
on Dacoma blacktop, SE 1/2-
se 1/4 23-26-13, surface only, 
windmill on NE corner. For 
info contact Randy Stelling 
580-829-2601

Garage Sales
Washington ECC

Annual Garage Sale May 
25th, 8am-noon. Items may be 
dropped off starting May 17th 
at the north cafeteria door

Huge Consignment Sale
in big shed, 400 S Florida 
Avenue in Cherokee, OK. 
May 10 & 11, 8am-4pm. May 
12, 1-4pm. Lots of furniture, 
glassware, pottery, linens, 
pictures, cookware and much 
more. Come see the building is 
full. Sale by Jan’s Collectibles. 
580-829-3062
AAHEAD = Peddler’s Market
at Ruby’s in Nash, OK. Sat, 
May 11 8am-2pm. Mary Ann 
Oyler 580-819-2900

Lawn Care
Looking For

yards to mow and maintain. 
580-748-3548

Miscellaneous
40x76 Insulated

Metal Building. 700 sq’ 
apartment. 2000 sq’ open 
storage. AC in apartment, 
heat in all. Covered parking 
space. 1014 2nd St., Alva. 
For Sale or Rent. 580-829-
2601

Happy Birthday Brother
Jeff Scribner is so old today 
he can remember when the 
Dead Sea was just sick. Happy 
Birthday and don’t let the 
cons talk you into a spanking!

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm fully furnished. All 
bills paid. Rent by the day, 
week or month. 580-732-7181

House for Rent
2bdrm, 1 1/2 bth in Alva. 
Stove & Refrig included. No 
Smoking. No Pets. 580-541-
1067

For Rent
3bdrm 1bth House. 580-748-
1537

For Sale
4 or 5bdrm home with 
fenced 10 acres+. Remodeled 
upstairs, CH/A, rural water. 
Cherokee, OK. 918-225-8678

For Rent
2bdrm House. 580-327-7580
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For Rent
in Cherokee, OK. Tired of 
Staying in Hotels? Fully 
furnished house, 2bdrm, 
complete kitchen, washer & 
dryer, Internet, outside deck & 
grill, all utilities paid + cable. 
Rent by month, weekly or 
daily. 580-761-0260

House for Rent
2-3 bedroom, 1 bath, brick. 
580-748-2547

House For Sale
816 7th St., Alva. 4-5 bdrms. 
3bths. 12 x 15 Storage Building. 
19 x 19 Shop. 1 1/2 blocks 
from NWOSU. 5 1/2 blocks 
from Alva’s Market. $150,000. 
580-748-2253. Bob Brown

Workshop For Rent
Car lift, wash pit, bathroom, 
Okla Blvd location. Application/
Credit Report Required 580-
430-6052

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following 
individuals have been charged. 
An individual is innocent 
of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law. All information is a 
matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper.

Felony Filings
Matt Douglas Phillips, Helena, 
43, has been charged with child 
abuse ($327.75).

Misdemeanor Filings
Matt Douglas Phillips, Helena, 

43, has been charged with 
domestic abuse – assault and 
battery; domestic assault and 
battery in the presence of a 
minor and threaten to perform 
act of violence ($829.50).

Civil Filings
Phyliss Deccio, Enid, vs. 
Rosemary Birch, Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin: quiet title ($214.14).

Paternity Filings
State of Oklahoma vs. Collen 
Susan Bradford, Cherokee and 
Brian Keith Herren: paternity. 

Protective Order Filings
Monica Deann Phillips, Helena, 
vs. Matt Douglas Phillips, 
Helena: protective order ($223).

Traffic Filings
Camron A. Frederic, 
Weatherford, has been charged 
with failure to stop at sign 
($249).

Alfalfa County 
court filings
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
open for games and other activities. 
Exercise is scheduled each day at 11 
a.m. Transportation provided upon re-
quest.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
open for games and other activities. 
Exercise is scheduled each day at 11 
a.m. Transportation provided upon re-
quest.

Noon Alva Rotary Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Thursday.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in 
Alva every Monday and Thursday.

8:15 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 
will meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) 
in Alva.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Real Estate Transfers
Book 848 page 699: Diel and Co. Inc. 
conveys unto Diel Company Oklahoma 
LLC. The west half of the northeast 
quarter of section 18, township 28 
north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.
Book 848 page 699: Diel and Co. Inc. 
conveys unto Diel Company Oklahoma 
LLC. Lots 3 and 4 and the east half of the 
southwest quarter of section 7, township 
28 north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.
Book 848 page 800: Cynthia Marie 
Bryan, a single person, conveys unto 
Mark A. Tucker and Karen S. Tucker 
Revocable Trust. An undivided ½ 
interest in and to the northeast quarter of 
section 36, township 29, range 12 WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.
Book 848 page 811: Marvin Rudolph 
Hiebert and Reba Fae Hiebert, husband 
and wife, convey unto Jaci Lyn Thomas. 
The southwest quarter of section 8, 
township 23 north, range 12, WIM, Less 
the surface of a tract containing 32 acres, 
more or less, located in the southwest 
quarter of section 8, township 23 north, 
range 12, WIM. Quit claim deed.
Book 848 page 851: Robert S. Kildow 
and Carla J. Kildow, husband and wife, 
convey unto Sammi D. Kildow and 
Sterling S. Finchum. Surface only in 
and to a tract of parcel of land situated 
in the southwest quarter of the southwest 

quarter of section 1, township 26 north, 
range 11, WIM. Warranty deed.
Book 848 page 973: Lenny Pecha and 
Kelly Pecha, husband and wife, convey 
unto Lenny Ray Pecha and Kelly S. 
Pecha, husband and wife, and Ronald 
B. Kramer and Ramona Sue Kramer, 
husband and wife. The northwest quarter 
of section 12, township 23 north, range 
10, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 849 page 14: 3C Land and Cattle 
LLC conveys unto Joy Glass, as Trustee 
of the Leslie family trust. Lot 3, lot 4 and 
the south half of the northwest quarter of 
section 4, township 25 north, range 12 
WIM. Warranty deed.
Book 849 page 41: Cathy Weathers, 
a single person, conveys unto Sunny 
Shepard and Melissa Shepard, husband 
and wife. Southeast quarter of section 
14, township 23 north, range 10 WIM. 
Warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 848 page 974: Lenny Ray Pecha, 
Kelly S. Pecha, Ronald B. Kramer and 
Ramona Sue Kramer, to Stride Bank, 
NA. The northwest quarter of section 
12, township 23 north, range 10, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$223,693.70.
Book 849 page 5: Jeffery Owen and Terri 
L. Owen, husband and wife, to Farm 
Credit of Western Oklahoma. Township 
27 north, range 12 WIM, section 5: S/2 
NW/4. Note: $70,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions
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Tuesday, August 13, 2019
During this day there was one traffic 
stop.
9:47 a.m. – Caller advised that two pit 
bulls tried to rip off the bumper on his 
grain truck. He wants to talk to someone 
about the damage.
4:06 p.m. – Caller advised his son was 
screaming and causing trouble and 
threatening to run away. Advised deputy.
4:16 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 
having chest pains. Medic took patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid. 
11:07 p.m. – Caller advised there was 
a male that was asked to leave and was 
stirring up trouble and wanted an officer 
in the 100 block of Texas.

Wednesday, August 14, 2019
During this day there were two traffic 
stops, one controlled burn and one civil 
papers served.
8:04 a.m. – Major County requested an 
ambulance for a single car accident 3 
miles east of the junction of highways 
58 and 412.

4:28 p.m. – Caller advised of a barn fully 
engulfed in fire on County Road 630 and 
Logan Road. 
5:02 p.m. – Welfare check needed for a 
man and his two dogs. He had not been 
seen for two weeks.
5:24 p.m. – Caller advised of a female 
who had been assaulted and her face 
was bleeding but she did not require an 
ambulance. It was reported the subject 
was driving fast down County Road 630 
and was now lying down behind house. 
The subject was arrested and taken into 
custody and another person was taken to 
Bass Hospital in Enid.
8:01 p.m. – Medic needed for a female 
with shortness of breath.
9:14 p.m. – Woods County advised of 
a deer vs. motorcycle accident. One 
passenger was awake but hurting. Air 
Evac was called.
10:11 p.m. – Medic was needed for a 
male that had fallen. Medic took patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Thursday, August 15, 2019
During this day there were two traffic 
stops and two civil papers served.
11:37 a.m. – Medic was needed for a 
male who had chest pains. Medic took 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.
12:17 p.m. – Welfare check needed 
for caller’s parents in the 200 block of 
Duncan.
12:38 p.m. – Caller advised someone 
had kicked in the door in the 500 block 
of Pennsylvania.

1:10 p.m. – Welfare check needed in the 
200 block of Fairoaks.
5:26 p.m. – Residential burglar alarm in 
the 1300 block of Pennsylvania.
5:41 p.m. – Caller advised of a grass fire 
at County Road 580 and McClain Road.
8:52 p.m. – Caller advised of a small 
white dog running loose on Grand and 
stopping traffic, creating a hazard. 

Friday, August 16, 2019
During this day there were nine traffic 
stops.
7:25 p.m. – Caller advised of a teenager 
driving down County Road 520, past her 
house and always speeding. She worried 
he might crash. Advised he lives in 
Major County but drives through almost 
every morning.
8:50 p.m. – Caller advised of a heated 
argument on the corner of 9th Street and 
Ohio. Caller called back and stated it 
had turned into a fight.

Saturday, August 17, 2019
During this day there were 20 traffic 
stops.
7:40 a.m. – Medic needed for a possible 
heart attack in the 300 block of Hickory 
Street. Medic took patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.
1:37 p.m. – Caller advised there was 
smoke in his grandmother’s house in the 
400 block of Pennsylvania but couldn’t 
find where it came from.

Sunday, August 18, 2019
During this day there were 11 traffic 
stops.
4:24 a.m. – Report of a business burglary 
alarm in the 300 block of Grand. 
8:37 a.m. – Report of a residential alarm 
going off on County Road 740.
9:59 a.m. – Welfare check needed for 
woman staying at the Cherokee Inn who 
had been hallucinating. Thinking people 
were coming in her room. 
4:33 p.m. – Caller requested a deputy 
because someone had stolen her 
husband’s saw. Caller called back and 
advised they found the saw. Someone 
had borrowed it without her permission 
and they were bringing it back to her.
7:32 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 
who was very weak. Medic took the 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

Monday, August 19, 2019
12:35 a.m. – Caller advised his dog had 
gotten out and was missing. 1:07 a.m. – 
Caller advised the dog was found.
8:08 a.m. – Medic needed for someone 
who had fallen. Medic took her to Share 
Medical Center in Alva.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs
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