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Alfalfa County BOC discusses
uniforms and safety equipment
By Stacy Sanborn
Because of the lack of moisture,
the Alfalfa County commissioners
voted Monday to keep the county burn
ban in place, renewing it another two
weeks. Mike Roach, Jay Hague and
Marvin Woodall signed those papers and
approved last meeting’s minutes, payroll
warrants, M&O warrants for payment,
and a few blanket purchase orders.
The American Rescue Plan Act
designated funds from the State of
Oklahoma was on the agenda for
discussion again. County Clerk Laneta
Schwerdtfeger told the men that LeFlore
County was told an independent auditor
would need contracting regarding the
federal funds because state auditors are
not doing it. So next week, there should
be a class, she said.
Regarding
the
ARPA
funds
application process for the cities in
Alfalfa County, Roach said he spoke
with an employee that morning, and
there was confusion on that end. The
commissioners, along with Cherokee’s
City Manager Michael Jones, have been
working on getting every city in the
county on the same page to apply for the
federal funds.
The commissioners opted to sign
that contract on the agreement renewal
between the Alfalfa County BOC and
the City of Cherokee for the Regional
Airport, only changing the term to one
year instead of the original four. Each
year it will have to be renewed.
They also approved the resolution for
Fair Board terms. Terms will continue to
be three years, with someone coming up
for election every year. Next was signing
approval for a private property access
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easement in District 2 for the NW/4 of
5-25-11 to clean out a channel. They also
signed a Juvenile Detention Services
agreement between Oklahoma Juvenile
Justice Services and Alfalfa County with
a modification of eliminating a mistake
on the document.
Lastly, the commissioners discussed
uniforms and safety equipment with
Schwerdtfeger, who said she received a
phone call from an employee asking what
the allowance was to buy uniforms and
safety equipment. Right now, there isn’t
a dollar amount stated in the handbook
on how much county employees are
allowed to spend on those items.
The county has a policy requiring
uniforms to be worn. If bought by the
county, all uniforms must say Alfalfa
County somewhere on them and must not
be adaptable or worn as ordinary clothes
for general use. She recommended the
commissioners make a resolution stating
what each district would be allowed.
Roach read a state statute stating
the county, at the commissioners’

discretion, can pay for any safety
training, equipment, or devices for all
county officers and employees to be paid
out of county general funds or county
highway funds. Schwerdtfeger said the
lack of a dollar amount was her concern
and strongly recommended putting it
into writing. Roach replied, saying the
fluctuation and increase in prices make
it hard to put a definitive number on it.
He and Hague said they were happy with
things as is.
However, not all employees in
Hague’s district have Alfalfa County on
them, which Schwerdtfeger said could
pose a severe problem with the IRS
down the road. “If you guys get audited,
if we get audited by the IRS, it will be
a huge, I’m telling you guys, it will
be a huge ordeal. Because if it doesn’t
have Alfalfa County on there, then it’s
a fringe benefit, and they’re supposed to
be paying taxes on it.” Commissioners
took no action on the matter.
There wasn’t any new business, and
the meeting adjourned.

Learn about becoming
a foster family
There are 1,839 traditional foster
homes and 2,024 kinship foster
homes in Oklahoma. There are 6,934
children in foster care in Oklahoma.
There is a constant need for more

foster families in the state.
If you think you might be
interested, you can learn more at
Northwest Family Services in Alva
on Thursday, Jan. 27. Come and go
between 6:30 and 7:30 p.m. at 620
Flynn Street to learn more about
how you can help children needing a
place to stay.
You may also attend the
informational
session
virtually
through Zoom at https://us06web.
zoom.us/j/87563942457
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It’s too cold for swimming
By Marione Martin
With cold temperatures and possible
snow in the forecast, there may not be
much interest in swimming pools right
now. However, long
range plans are in
motion in two Woods
County cities to
replace their closed
WPA-era pools.
Both Alva and
Waynoka
had
swimming
pools
built by the WPA
during the 1930s.
Both were closed by the Oklahoma State
Department of Health after inspections
revealed several health concerns. Both
cities are working on plans to replace
those historic pools, but they are
approaching the financing in different
ways.
A couple of weeks ago, the Waynoka
City Council voted to hold a special
election on a proposal for a one-cent city
sales tax increase to pay for a swimming
pool and related facilities. The plan is to
build the pool on city-owned property
where the old grade school used to stand.

Estimated cost is from just under $1.4 to
$1.7 million. The old pool would have to
be scrapped.
The special election for the sales tax
increase will be on April 5. Currently
Waynoka has a four-cent (four percent)
sales tax.
Meanwhile the Alva City Council
is working on a different financing
method. An earlier attempt to finance the
swimming pool through an ad valorem
tax on residents within the city limits
was defeated. The city appointed a task
force of residents to look at options.
They commissioned an engineering firm
to investigate the structural soundness of
the old swimming pool. It was learned
that refurbishing the old pool basin was
possible, but the resulting pool would
only have a life of five to ten years.
After those findings, the task force
was disbanded and a new committee was
formed to pursue funding methods. The
committee is hoping to fund the project
largely through donations. Two big
boosts to the funding goals came with a
$500,000 donation from the Washburn
family in memory of Cory Washburn
and a pledge by the Share Trust to match

donations up to $1 million.
Now the committee is working on a
grant application, due this fall, to seek
up to $750,000 in funding. Preliminary
steps for that application have included a
public hearing and approval by the Alva
City Council.
Another step was taken last week,
when the council approved the city
business manager and the committee to
work out a contract with Kimley Horn,
an architecture/engineering service, to
come up with project design plans. The
contract won’t be finalized until the city
council votes its approval.
There certainly won’t be a swimming
pool ready for this summer in Alva. If
the Waynoka sales tax is approved,
there probably won’t be enough time
to complete that pool for this year’s
swimming season either. But there’s
hope on the horizon for facilities to open
soon in both Woods County cities.
By the way, if you would like to
contribute to the Alva swimming pool
donation fund, you can contact the city
office or contact Dr. Kay Decker. The
donations are going through Freedom
West, a non-profit headed by Decker.

USDA urges producers to submit applications
for 2021 Grazing Loss Assistance by Jan. 31
STILLWATER, Okla. – The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)
reminds ranchers and livestock
producers that they may be eligible
for financial assistance through the
Livestock Forage Disaster Program
(LFP) for 2021 grazing losses due to a

qualifying drought or fire. The deadline
to apply for 2021 LFP assistance is Jan.
31.
“Severe to extreme drought conditions
in Oklahoma have resulted in significant
economic hardships for our agricultural
producers and livestock producers are no
exception,” said Janlyn Hannah, acting
state executive director for the Farm
Service Agency in Oklahoma. “If you
suffered 2021 grazing losses, you should
contact FSA as soon as possible and
file your LFP application for payment.
2021 LFP information may be used to
deliver upcoming disaster assistance.”
For the 2021 program year, 27 counties
in Oklahoma have met drought severity
levels that trigger LFP eligibility. More
than $473.1 million has been paid, to
date, to eligible livestock producers in
26 states and territories for 2021 LFP.
For LFP, qualifying drought triggers
are determined using the U.S. Drought

Monitor. Visit the FSA LFP webpage
for a list of eligible counties and grazing
crops.
LFP provides payments to eligible
livestock producers and contract
growers who also produce forage crops
for grazing and suffered losses due to
a qualifying drought or fire during the
normal grazing period for the county.
Eligible livestock include alpacas, beef
cattle, buffalo/bison, beefalo, dairy
cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats,
llamas, reindeer or sheep that have been
or would have been grazing the eligible
grazing land or pastureland during the
normal grazing period.
To expedite the application process,
producers are encouraged to gather
and submit records documenting 2021
losses. Supporting documents may
include information related to grazing
leases, contract grower agreements, and
more.
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Burlington School Board has
full agenda at January meeting
• Renews Superintendent Brown contract
• Calls Friday 6 p.m. public meeting in gym to discuss
new gym, cafeteria, FFA greenhouse, etc.
• Receives 96% of original Target Pipeline-Mid-Con tax
protest money
• Board members recognized for years of service
By Yvonne Miller
At Burlington’s January Board of
Education meeting last Wednesday, they
called a public meeting for this Friday,
Jan. 28, at 6 p.m. The meeting is in the
gymnasium. The purpose is to discuss
a potential bond issue to build a new
gym, cafeteria and FFA greenhouse; and
remodeling – moving some classrooms
into existing structures, etc.
At their January meeting the
board heard presentations from
two architectural firms for facility
construction and remodeling based on
needs told to them by Superintendent
Kevin Brown. The firms are Easley
Associates from Enid and CWA from
Norman.
“We want to present this possible
bond issue to the public before we move
further,” Brown said. The board met in
executive session later in the meeting.
They discussed the presentations made
earlier by the architects. They reportedly
identified aspects they liked and

disliked. The board also discussed the
bond needed to accomplish any facility
planning and building.
They’ll hold a special board meeting
on Feb. 1 at 6 p.m. This is to discuss
any potential resolutions, and vote on
hiring an architect, with the contract to
be reviewed by legal counsel prior to
entering into a formal agreement with
the architectural firm.
President Terry Graham called
the meeting to order with three other
members present: Robert Hill, April
Kisling and T.J. Rockenbach. Aaron
Smith was absent. Superintendent
Brown also attended, along with
High School Principal Gerrett Spears,
Elementary Principal Stan Pedersen
and Minutes Clerk Tracy Granados.
Graham recessed and moved the
meeting from the superintendent’s office
to the IETV room. Guests were Apryl
Burleson, a Burlington teacher; new
board member Lindsey Callison; and,
from the architectural firms, Roy Easley,

Seth Benson, Clarence Williams, Tim
Merchant, Jose Garcia, Stefanie Nini
and Tom Barczak.
After the architects’ presentation, the
board recessed from the IETV Room and
returned to the superintendent’s office to
continue the meeting.
Tax Protest Revenue, Superintendent
Brown Contract
Brown apprised the board that
Burlington School received a settlement
on their 2020 tax protest along with
their annual tax payment from Alfalfa
County. The protest money is from
Target Pipeline-Mid-Con who, the
superintendent said, is their largest
company/contributor in oil and gas
revenue. The Target protest money
Burlington received is 96 percent of the
original tax total, Brown said.
Following executive session, the
board renewed Superintendent Brown’s
contract for the FY 2022-2023 year with
the same terms.
Superintendent Brown presented
board members appreciation certificates
acknowledging and thanking them for
their years of service: Terry Graham –
26 years, Aaron Smith – 10 years, T.J.
Rockenbach – 7 years, Robert Hill – 6
years and April Kisling – 3 years.
The board approved the Use of
Funds Plan for 795 ESSER III federal
funds related to easing the impacts
of Covid. Funds will be used for a
variety of items including cleaning
supplies, technology, door security and
refurbishing/remodeling bathrooms in
the main building to prevent the spread
of germs through the use of touchless
features.
Burlington’s daycare director is
Megan Ferrell. Due to sickness and
other absences, the board hired three
part-time assistants to help her besides
the existing assistant to ensure adequate
staff is available. A daycare handbook is
in progress and will need to be finalized.
These encumbrances, change orders
and warrants received board approval:
General Fund encumbrances 202-220
for $43,454.22, change order for $15.80
and warrants 620-710 for $216,081.85;

See Burlington Page 12
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Obituaries
VICTORIA ‘VICKI’ SUZANNE
DEWITT COULTER
Victoria (Vicki) Suzanne DeWitt
Coulter was the first born of Henry
Boyd DeWitt and Glenda Yvonne Dixon
DeWitt on April 19, 1951, in Cherokee,
Oklahoma, and passed from this life on
January 24, 2022, at her home.
She lived near
Helena most of
her childhood and
teenage years and
was
a
HelenaGoltry High School
graduate in 1969. She
married Len Coulter
on August 12, 1970,
and to this union two
children were born, Carrie and Jason.
Her life’s passion was serving
others – friends, family, and neighbors
– and doing God’s work. As a child

she was baptized in and was a member
of the First United Methodist Church
in Helena until Len was called to be
the pastor at the Elm Flat Independent
Christian Church located west of Aline
and Cleo Springs in 2004. She served the
Lord faithfully in both churches doing
whatever she could in doing the Lord’s
work for each church. She served on
many various committees in the church
as well as holding numerous positions
in the Helena, District and State United
Methodist Women’s organization.
She is preceded in death by her
parents, Boyd and Glenda DeWitt.
She is survived by her husband
of 51 years, Len Coulter; daughter
Carrie Thompson and husband Micah
of Oologah; son Jason Coulter of
Waukomis; granddaughter Ashley Hill
and husband Ben of Owasso; grandson
Ryan Thompson and wife Natalie of

Owasso; grandson Blake Thompson
and fiancée Kalista Price of Owasso;
grandson Kyle Thompson of Oologah;
grandson Owen Coulter of Kansas City,
Kansas; granddaughter Emma Coulter
of Kansas City, Kansas; grandson
Liam Coulter of Kansas City, Kansas;
great-grandson Parker Thompson of
Owasso; and great-granddaughter Stella
Thompson of Owasso.
Vicki’s memorial service will be held
at the First United Methodist Church in
Helena on Friday, January 28, 2022, at
2 p.m. with a time of visitation with the
family beginning at 12:30 p.m. in the
church fellowship hall. Arrangements
are by Lanman Funeral Home Inc. of
Helena. Online condolences may be
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com.
Memorials may be given to Elm Flat
Church (Missions) through the funeral
home.

Woods County Fair Board members approved
By Marione Martin
The Woods County commissioners
approved the results of the county Fair
Board elections for 2022. Steve Sneary
was the only candidate filing for District
1, and Dakota Province was the only
candidate for District 2. Both were already
on the board and will continue to serve.
Since no one filed for the District 3
position, Mike Perot was contacted and
said he was willing to continue on the
board. The commissioners appointed him

to the position.
Commissioners present for the meeting
were Chairman Randy McMurphy and
David Hamil. John Smiley was absent due
to illness.
The transfer of appropriations from
District 2 CBIR to the ETR fund in the
amount of $10,000 was approved. This
is a payment on a state no-interest loan to
District 2 for roadwork materials.
The commissioners approved the
transfer of appropriations from Highway

District 1 and District 2 CBIR to Highway
District 1 and District 2 personal services
in the amount of $14,886.59 each.
An error correction was approved
regarding the court clerk monthly
appropriation. The auditors recommended
a new account be set up which the
commissioners approved. They approved
a transfer of funds into that account.
However, the new account hasn’t been
approved by the Woods County Excise
Board so it cannot be used yet.
Several items from Woods County
E911 were declared surplus. The items
which will be junked are an HP computer,
three Dell computers, one Poweredge
computer and a voice logger.
The commissioners approved a
resolution to surplus a 1998 Ford Cruiser
for the Sheriff’s Department. The vehicle
was transferred to the City of Alva, but
they no longer need it so returned it to the
county. The vehicle will be sold at auction.
A reimbursement to the county for
November and December transportation
claims was approved. County Clerk
Shelley Reed realized the total listed on
the agenda was off by $100 so that was
corrected with the total being $470.08.
The commissioners also approved
payroll, warrants, claims and blanket
purchase orders.
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Burlington

Building Fund Encumbrance 5 for
$5,000 and Warrant 10 for $554.26; Child
Nutrition Encumbrance 16 for $1,500
and warrants 76-91 for $11,497.37.
The council also approved the
December 2021 Activity report.
Principal Reports, Student Activities
Elementary Principal Pedersen
reported that there were five new
elementary students this semester,
bringing the total student count for
pre-K through sixth grade to 91 students.
An in-service was held for teachers
on Jan. 4 on how to best utilize the new
Promethean Boards that will be installed
in their classrooms in the next few
weeks.
The new student drop and pick up is

going well and parents have commented
on how much it is appreciated. April 1720 will be state testing for elementary
students.
This month’s emphasized character
trait is self-control.
The last elementary and junior high
games will be on Monday, Jan. 31, at
home. Feb 4 is last game for high school
basketball. Playoffs begin Feb. 10 for the
Elks and Lady Elks.
The junior high and high school
basketball teams both have upcoming
tournaments at Medford and PioneerPleasantville respectively.
Principal Spears reported the high
school also added students, bringing the
total count in 7th through 12th grade to

55 students.
The Christmas program held before
break went well; thanks were expressed
to Mr. O for all his hard work and for
doing a great job with the program.
The book fair held before break
also went well and the wish lists for all
teachers were filled by donation.
During the recent in-service, teachers
completed active shooter training.
The Quiz Bowl Team will compete
in a meet on Jan. 29.
Professional
development
is
scheduled for Friday, Jan. 21. It will be
virtual with sessions focused on trauma,
curriculum to close the learning gap, and
testing strategies.

Biden administration officially
withdraws vaccine rule
By Dee-Ann Durbin
AP Business Writer
The Biden administration has
officially withdrawn a rule that
would have required workers at big
companies to get vaccinated or face
regular COVID testing requirements.
The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration confirmed the
withdrawal Tuesday. But the agency

said it still strongly encourages
workers to get vaccinated.
In
early
November,
OSHA
announced a vaccine-or-test mandate
for companies with at least 100
employees. The rule __ which would
have impacted more than 80 million
U.S. workers __ was originally set to
go into effect on Jan. 4.
But
numerous
states
and
business groups challenged the rule
in court. On Jan. 13, the Supreme
Court halted the plan. In a 6-3
ruling, the court’s conservative
majority concluded that OSHA had
overstepped its authority.
“OSHA has never before imposed
such a mandate. Nor has Congress,”
the court’s majority wrote. “Indeed,
although Congress has enacted
significant legislation addressing the
COVID-19 pandemic, it has declined
to enact any measure similar to what
OSHA has promulgated here.”
The justices left in place a vaccine
mandate for health care providers who
receive federal Medicare or Medicaid
funding. That rule affects 10.4 million
workers.
U.S. corporations have been split
over whether to mandate employee

vaccinations. United Airlines began
requiring vaccines in August; the
company says 99% of its workers have
been vaccinated or have requested
medical or religious exemptions.
Tyson Foods, which also announced
a mandate in August, says 96% of its
workers were vaccinated by a Nov. 1
deadline.
But
other
big
businesses,
including Starbucks and General
Electric,
scrapped
previously
announced vaccine mandates for
their employees after the Supreme
Court’s ruling.
OSHA indicated that the rule
could return in some form. While it
is no longer an enforceable standard,
it remains a proposed rule, OSHA
said. For now, the agency said it will
prioritize the health care mandate.
David Michaels, an epidemiologist
and former OSHA administrator
who now teaches at The George
Washington University, said the
agency could consider a new rule
that would include other measures
designed to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 in workplaces, such as
requiring face masks, distancing, and
better ventilation systems.
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Sen. Pederson files bill to improve
ag tax exemption renewal process
OKLAHOMA CITY – Sen. Roland
Pederson has filed legislation aimed at
cutting through red tape for farmers and
ranchers renewing their agricultural sales
tax exemption. Pederson, R-Burlington,
said Senate Bill 1655 would simplify
the renewal process for those who have
already met the initial requirements to
qualify for the exemption.
“This was one of the issues we
looked at in an interim study held here
at the Capitol last fall. Once you’ve

been approved for this agricultural sales
tax exemption, you have to renew your
card every three years,” said Pederson,
who serves as vice chair of the Senate
Agriculture and Wildlife Committee.
“I heard from farmers and ranchers
across Oklahoma who’ve had problems
renewing their exemption even though
they have previously been approved for
it. This will streamline the process for
those individuals.”
Currently, every three years an

agricultural producer must go through
the same application process as those
applying for the very first time. SB
1655 would require the Oklahoma Tax
Commission to provide a form which
producers would simply sign and check
a box attesting that they are continuing
agricultural production activities in
order to receive their permit renewal.
SB 1655 can be considered after the
Legislature convenes the 2022 session
on Feb. 7.

COVID-19 booster drive is faltering in the US
By Mae Anderson
NEW YORK (AP) — The COVID-19
booster drive in the U.S. is losing steam,
worrying health experts who have
pleaded with Americans to get an extra
shot to shore up their protection against
the highly contagious omicron variant.
Just 40% of fully vaccinated
Americans have received a booster dose,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. And the average
number of booster shots dispensed per
day in the U.S. has plummeted from a
peak of 1 million in early December to
about 490,000 as of last week.
Also, a new poll from The Associated
Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research found that Americans are more
likely to see the initial vaccinations —
rather than a booster — as essential.

“It’s clear that the booster effort is
falling short,” said Jason Schwartz, a
vaccine policy expert at Yale University.
Overall, the U.S. vaccination
campaign has been sluggish. More than
13 months after it began, just 63% of
Americans, or 210 million people, are
fully vaccinated with the initial rounds
of shots. Mandates that could raise those
numbers have been hobbled by legal
challenges.
Vaccination numbers are stagnant
in states such as Wyoming, Idaho,
Mississippi and Alabama, which have
been hovering below 50%.
In Wyoming, 44% are fully
vaccinated, up just slightly from 41% in
September. To boost numbers, the state
has been running TV ads with health
care workers giving grim accounts of

unvaccinated people struggling with
COVID-19.
“Certainly we would like to see
higher rates. But it would be wrong for
anyone to think that the rates we have
are due to lack of effort,” Wyoming
Health Department spokeswoman Kim
Deti said Tuesday.
At the other end of the spectrum,
Vermont is a national leader in the
percentage of people who have been fully
vaccinated and received a booster shot.
About 60% of the population over 18
has gotten a booster. But it’s not enough,
said Vermont Health Commissioner
Mark Levine.
“I’d love to see that percentage much
closer to 90%,” Levine said.
The U.S. and many other nations
have been urging adults to get boosters
because the vaccine’s protection can
wane. Also, research has shown that
while the vaccines have proved less
effective against omicron, boosters can
rev up the body’s defenses against the
threat.
As for why an estimated 86 million
Americans who have been fully
vaccinated and are eligible for a booster
have not yet gotten one, Schwartz said
public confusion is one important reason.
“I think the evidence is now
overwhelming that the booster is not
simply an optional supplement, but it
is a foundational part of protection,” he
said. “But clearly that message has been
lost.”
The need for all Americans to

See Booster Page 24
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Lending
a hand
By Makinze Smith
Breya Beck and Hunter Durkee
volunteered their time as youth
ambassadors at the Youth Lead Expo
held in Woodward a couple weekends
ago. Breya helped in the show ring
while Hunter sorted pigs and ran the
gates.
All the help during the show was
handled by youth volunteers including
some current 4-H members as well as
a past FFA and 4-H members too. We
were so glad to see all the kids that
helped make this event a success.

Breya Beck, Waynoka FFA, helps in the show ring during the Youth Lead Expo.

Waynoka FFA’s Hunter Durkee volunteered to work the gates during the Youth
Lead Expo.
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get boosters initially was debated by
scientists, and at first the government
recommended only that certain groups
of people, such as senior citizens, get
additional doses. The arrival of omicron,
and additional evidence about falling
immunity, showed more clearly a
widespread need for boosters.
But the message “has been lost in the
sea of changing recommendations and
guidance,” Schwartz said.
The AP-NORC Center poll found that
59% of Americans think it is essential
that receive a vaccine to fully participate
in public life without feeling at risk of
COVID-19 infection. Only 47% say the

same about a booster shot.
Keller Anne Ruble, 32, of Denver,
received her two doses of the Moderna
vaccine but hasn’t gotten her booster.
She said she had a bad reaction to
the second dose and was in bed for
four days with a fever and flu-like
symptoms.
“I believe in the power of vaccines,
and I know that’s going to protect me,”
said Ruble, the owner of a greeting card
sending service. But the vaccine “just
knocked me out completely and freaked
me out about getting the booster.”
She said she does plan to get the
booster in the next few weeks and in the

meantime wears an N95 mask and tries
to stay home.
“I just don’t want to get COVID in
general,” she said. “It does scare me.”
Blake Hassler, 26, of Nashville,
Tennessee, said he doesn’t plan to get
the booster. He received Pfizer’s two
doses last year after having a mild
case of COVID-19 in 2020. He said he
considers himself to be in a low-risk
category.
“At this point, we need to focus on
prevention of serious illness at the onset
of symptoms rather than creating a new
shot every six weeks and more divisive
mandates,” he said.

Appeals court paves the way for
2 more Oklahoma executions
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A
federal appeals court rejected a request
from two Oklahoma death row inmates
to temporarily halt their upcoming lethal
injections.
A three-judge panel of the 10th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver
denied the inmates’ motion in a ruling
on Monday. The decision paves the way
for the state to carry out the executions
of Donald Grant, 46, on Thursday and
Gilbert Postelle, 35, on Feb. 17.
The two have argued that the state’s

current three-drug lethal injection
protocol that uses midazolam as
the first drug will expose them to a
constitutionally unacceptable risk of
severe pain. But after a daylong hearing
on that issue earlier this month, a federal
judge in Oklahoma City determined
the inmates were unlikely to succeed
on the merits of their case and denied
their request for a temporary stay of
execution.
The judge also determined that Grant
and Postelle selected an alternative

method of execution, firing squad, too
late to be included in a separate lawsuit
challenging Oklahoma’s lethal injection
protocol as unconstitutional.
Attorneys for the two inmates filed an
appeal Tuesday with the U.S. Supreme
Court, urging the high court to grant
them a temporary stay of execution.
“The public will be ill-served if
applicants are executed before a full
opportunity to test the protocol’s
legality,” attorneys wrote in the
application for a stay.
Grant was convicted and sentenced
to die for killing two Del City hotel
workers during a 2001 robbery. Postelle
received the death penalty for his role in
the Memorial Day 2005 shooting deaths
of four people at a home in southeast
Oklahoma City.
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Pfizer begins testing omicronmatched COVID shots in adults
By Lauran Neergaard
AP Medical Writer
Pfizer is enrolling healthy adults to
test a reformulated COVID-19 vaccine
that matches the hugely contagious
omicron variant, to see how it compares
with the original shots.
Pfizer and its partner BioNTech
announced the study on Tuesday.
COVID-19 vaccine-makers have
been updating their shots to better match
omicron in case global health authorities
decide the change is needed.
Omicron is more likely than previous
variants to cause infection even in
people who’ve been vaccinated, but it’s
not yet clear that a change to the vaccine
recipe will be ordered. Among the issues
regulators are weighing: Some of the
first places to face an omicron surge
already are seeing the mutant wane —
and there’s no way to know if the next
variant that arises will resemble omicron
or be totally different.
The original vaccines still offer good
protection against severe illness and
death. Studies in the U.S. and elsewhere
have made clear that adding a booster
dose strengthens that protection and
improves the chances of avoiding even
a milder infection.
Another wrinkle in deciding

whether vaccines need an update: A
new U.S. report Tuesday echoes data
from Britain and South Africa that
omicron infections cause less severe
illness — at least in part because so
many people have some protection
from vaccination or prior infection.
During the omicron surge, 13% of
hospitalized COVID-19 patients ended
up in intensive care, compared with
about 18% during two earlier waves,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.
Still, “we recognize the need to be
prepared in the event this protection
wanes over time and to potentially help
address omicron and new variants in the
future,” Kathrin Jansen, Pfizer’s vaccine
research chief, said in a statement.
The new U.S. study will include up
to 1,420 volunteers ages 18 to 55 to test
the updated omicron-based shots for use
as a booster or for primary vaccinations.
Researchers will examine the tweaked
vaccine’s safety and how it revs up the
immune system in comparison to the
original shots.
Full study results will take many
months as volunteers receive multiple
vaccine doses — and as researchers
measure how long virus-fighting
antibodies remain at high levels after an

omicron-adapted dose versus the regular
booster.
Pfizer’s CEO told CNBC earlier this
month that the company could have
some omicron-matched doses ready
as early as March. But doing what the
company calls “at-risk” manufacturing
doesn’t mean those doses will be rolled
out to the public. Pfizer and other vaccine
makers also have brewed and tested
experimental doses to match previous
variants, changes that ultimately weren’t
needed but offered valuable practice at
tweaking the recipe.
For the new study, one group of
about 600 volunteers who received two
doses of the current Pfizer vaccine three
to six months ago will receive either one
or two omicron-based shots as boosters.
Another 600 who have already gotten
three regular doses of the Pfizer vaccine
will be given a fourth dose of either the
regular vaccine or the omicron-matched
version.
The study also will enroll some
unvaccinated volunteers who will
receive three doses of the omicron-based
vaccine.
Pfizer plans to produce 4 billion
vaccine doses in 2022, and said Tuesday
the amount isn’t expected to change if an
omicron-adapted version is needed.

Man accused of stabbing K-9
arrested after dad’s body found
By Juan A. Lozano
HOUSTON (AP) — A Houston man
accused of stabbing a police dog and
wanted for questioning in the death of his
father, whose body was found hidden in
his home’s garage, was arrested Tuesday
after evading capture for several hours,
according to authorities.
Police say Ryan Mitchell Smith, 26,
is considered a person of interest in his
father’s death and had warned he should
be considered a public threat given his
recent actions over the past few days,
including charges related to trying to
steal a car and attacking the police dog.
“Given his previous charge and what

we’re looking at now, I think it goes
without saying he has a tendency for
violence,” Houston police Commander
Kevin Deese said. “I would say he’s
considered to be dangerous, certainly.”
After disappearing in a wooded area
in Houston following a police chase
early Tuesday, authorities said Smith
was located around 2 p.m. about 50 miles
(80 kilometers) northwest of Houston,
walking along a highway in Waller
County. Police said a tip led authorities
to Smith’s location. He is facing a charge
of evading arrest.
It is the second such charge Smith is
facing since police allege he attempted

a carjacking Saturday morning. After
fleeing the scene of the carjacking and
allegedly stealing merchandise from a
store, Smith went to a nearby apartment
parking garage, according to police.
At the garage, a Houston police dog
named Nate caught up with Smith, who
is accused of stabbing the animal. Smith
was arrested on charges of robbery,
interference with a police service animal
and evading arrest.
Police said Nate underwent surgery
and was recovering at home.
Smith was released Sunday from the

See K-9 Page 30
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SAT going digital in shifting
college admissions landscape
By Carolyn Thompson
Associated Press
The SAT exam will move from
paper and pencil to a digital format,
administrators announced Tuesday,
saying the shift will boost its relevancy
as more colleges make standardized
tests optional for admission.
Test-takers will be allowed to use
their own laptops or tablets but they’ll
still have to sit for the test at a monitored
testing site or in school, not at home.
The format change is scheduled to
roll out internationally next year and in
the U.S. in 2024. It will also shave an
hour from the current version, bringing
the reading, writing and math assessment
from three hours to about two.
“The digital SAT will be easier to
take, easier to give, and more relevant,”
said Priscilla Rodriguez, vice president
of College Readiness Assessments at the
New York City-based College Board,
which administers the SAT and related
PSAT. “We’re not simply putting the
current SAT on a digital platform. We’re
taking full advantage of what delivering
an assessment digitally makes possible.”
Once
essential
for
college
applications, scores from admission tests
like the SAT and rival ACT carry less
weight today as colleges and universities
pay more attention to the sum of student
achievements and activities throughout
high school.
Amid criticism that the exams
favor wealthy, white applicants and
disadvantage minority and low-income
students, an increasing number of
schools have in recent years adopted
test-optional policies, which let students

decide whether to include scores with
their applications.
The pandemic accelerated the trend
as testing sessions were canceled or
inaccessible.
Nearly 80% of bachelor’s degreegranting institutions are not requiring
test scores from students applying for
fall 2022, according to a December tally
by the National Center for Fair & Open
Testing, a watchdog group that opposes
standardized testing. The group, known
as FairTest, said at least 1,400 of them
have extended the policy through at least
the fall 2023 admissions cycle.
About 1.5 million members of the
class of 2021 took the SAT at least once,
down from 2.2 million in the previous
year. A College Board survey found
many students want to take the SAT
to preserve the option of submitting
the scores and qualifying for certain
scholarships.
Rodriguez said the digital version
will be delivered in a format more
familiar to students who regularly learn
and test online at school.
Also, student score reports will not
only focus on connecting students with
four-year colleges and scholarships, but
also provide information about two-year
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college and workforce training options.
That reflects an increase in the number
of students who are given the exam
during a designated SAT day at school,
with some districts requiring students
take it. About 60% of students who take
the SAT do so at school, Rodriguez said.
“We want to present students with a
wider range of information and resources
about their post-secondary options,” she
said.
Scores will be available in days,
rather than weeks, she said. There have
been cases through the years of sets of
paper exams getting lost in the mail.
“The digital version, I thought, was a
lot less stressful than the paper and pencil
version. It felt a lot more familiar,” said
Natalia Cossio, 16, of Fairfax County,
Virginia, who took part in a November
pilot after first taking the PSAT on paper.
She said the digital format would
solve some logistical issues she’s seen,
like students bringing mechanical
pencils instead of the required No. 2
variety, or advanced calculators that are
not allowed. The digital version includes
a basic calculator for the math section.
The College Board said students
without a personal or school-issued
device will be provided one for test day.

K-9

Harris County Jail after family members
posted his bonds, according to Deese.
Family members of Smith’s father
became concerned Monday when they
had not heard from him. Both Smith and
his father were staying at the same west
Houston home, Deese said.
After only finding the father’s
cellphone in the home, family members
called police, who searched the house
but found nothing.
As officers continued searching the
home Monday evening, they noticed the
father’s truck parked nearby, Deese said.
Officers approached the truck and saw
Smith behind the wheel.
Smith fled the scene and led officers
on a chase that ended early Tuesday after

he crashed the truck near a park, Deese
said. Officers lost track of Smith after he
ran into a wooded area. A weapon was
found in the truck, he said.
Homicide detectives continued
searching the home and found the
father’s body in the garage.
“He was hidden in a location that
made it very difficult for anybody to find
him,” Deese said.
An autopsy is pending to determine
a cause of death, but Deese said it
appears the father did not die of natural
causes.
Ralph Manginello, Smith’s attorney,
declined to comment to The Associated
Press on Tuesday, citing the ongoing
investigation.
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Sean Payton resigns as coach
of New Orleans Saints

By Brett Martel
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — New
Orleans Saints coach Sean Payton, whose
15-year tenure with the club included
its only Super Bowl championship and
also a one-season suspension stemming
from the NFL’s bounty investigation, is
leaving coaching.
Payton informed the team on
Tuesday that he is leaving his first and
only NFL head coaching job with a 15289 regular-season record — and nine
playoff appearances — in 15 seasons.
The Saints won the NFL title in 2009.
“I don’t like the word retirement,”
he said. “I still have a vision for doing
things in football. And I’ll be honest
with you, that might be coaching again
at some point. I don’t think it’s this year,
I think maybe in the future. That’s not
where my heart is right now.”
The Saints made Payton a first-time
head coach in 2006, when he oversaw
a stunning turnaround in the franchise’s
first season back in New Orleans
following Hurricane Katrina. The club
had been displaced from the city during
the entire 2005 season, going 3-13.
The Saints went 10-6 and advanced
to the NFC championship game in
Payton’s first season. He has coached
the Saints to the postseason eight other
times in his 15 seasons since.

New Orleans narrowly missed the
playoffs this season, going 9-8 in its first
campaign since the retirement of Drew
Brees. Payton had lured the quarterback
to New Orleans as a free agent in 2006
and Brees went on to set every significant
franchise passing record.
Under Payton, the Saints became
a perennial contender, and they beat
Peyton Manning and Indianapolis 31-17
to win their lone Super Bowl. They also
lost the 2018 conference title game to the
Rams after a blown officiating call that
led to a temporary NFL rules change.
Payton was a member of the league’s
powerful competition committee from
2017 until leaving that position last
November.
“I don’t know what’s next,” he
said. “Look, I read the reports and I
understand. I’ve not spoken to anyone
from a media outlet relative to doing
television, or radio. Maybe that
opportunity arises. But every time I read
something that says he’s in line for this
job, I’ll call my agent Don (Yee) and
I’ll say ‘Don did you hear something
because I’ve not heard anything?’ That’s
OK. I think I’d like to do that. I think I’d
be pretty good at it.”
A valued offensive assistant for the
Eagles, Giants and Cowboys before
landing the head coaching job in New

2 injured in explosion
and fire at an Oklahoma
tank battery
OKARCHE, Okla. (AP) — Two
workers were injured Monday in an
explosion and fire at a central Oklahoma
oil tank battery, officials said.
The incident happened shortly
before 2 p.m. at a Devon Energy oil
well pad in Okarche, Oklahoma, about
35 miles (55 kilometers) northwest
of Oklahoma City, according to a
spokeswoman for Oklahoma Citybased Devon.
The two injured workers were

employed by a contractor and were
cleaning equipment not in use for
production at the site when the fire
started, Devon spokeswoman Lisa
Adams said.
The two were taken to local hospitals,
but Adams did not have their conditions.
Crews quickly extinguished the fire and
had the site secure within 90 minutes,
she said.
The cause of the fire was under
investigation, she said.

Orleans, Payton actually played in the
NFL — as a replacement player for the
Bears during the 1987 strike.
He missed the 2012 season when the
NFL suspended Payton, assistant coach
Joe Vitt, general manager Mickey Loomis
and four players after an investigation
found the Saints had a performance
pool offering cash rewards for key
plays, including big hits. The player
suspensions eventually were overturned
by former NFL Commissioner Paul
Tagliabue, and Payton was reinstated
early in 2013.
Including playoffs, Payton has a
161-97 record, by far the most victories
of any Saints coach. Jim Mora, who
coached New Orleans from 1986 to
1996, is second with 93.
Payton’s 152 regular-season victories
rank 21st in NFL history. Payton has
presided over seven NFC South titles.
Payton made his mark as an
innovative designer of offenses and
play caller, coinciding with Brees’
extraordinary production. The Saints
never led the NFL in offense before
Payton arrived but finished first in that
department six times since: in 2006,
2008, 2009, 2011, 2014 and 2016.
The Saints ranked first in scoring in
2008 and 2009. They ranked in the top 10
offensively for 14 consecutive seasons
from 2006-2019. Although Payton
wasn’t coaching in 2012, his offensive
coordinator, Pete Carmichael Jr., was
calling plays based on the principles of
the offense designed.
In 2020, Brees’ final season, the
Saints, went with more of a ball-control
attack featuring running back Alvin
Kamara and ranked 12th offensively.
This season, however, New Orleans
dropped to 28th in offense.
Payton also had to miss a game in
2021 after contracting COVID-19 for
the second time since the spring of 2020.
Defensive coordinator Dennis Allen
stepped in as acting head coach for
that game, which the Saints won 9-0 at
Tampa Bay. Allen, a former head coach
with the Oakland Raiders, has made no
secret of his desire to be in charge again.
Now there’s an opening on the very
team that employs him.
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Barber County court filings
Civil Filings
Carol Martin vs. American Family
Insurance Company: automobile tort.
Limited Filings
Country Place LLC vs. Shelley
Bennett:
landlord/tenant-unlawful
detainer.
Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital
and Physicians Clinic vs. Mark J.
Ashabranner: debt collection.
Domestic Filings
James Baxter vs. Hazel R. Baxter:
marriage dissolution/divorce.
Traffic Citations
Christopher Eugene Byrd has been
cited for maximum speed limits. ($171)
Charles Eugene Greenwood Jr. has
been cited for maximum speed limits.
($285)
Patricia L. Gross has been cited for

maximum speed limits. ($231)
Jodi Gayle Odell has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($177)
Adam G. Peterson has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($195)
Ya Jim Ruan has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($183)
Jesse Len Wade has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($153)
Patrick Christopher Cunningham
has been cited for over weight limits on
wheels and axles. ($153)
Alejandro Escarcega Garcia has
been cited for operating a motor vehicle
without valid drivers license. ($208)
Edward J. Graf has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($177)
Marshall Alexander Pettigrew has
been cited for gross weight limits for
vehicle. ($528)

Luis R. Resending has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($195)
Jordan Quaude Bennett has been
cited for maximum speed limits. ($183)
Patrick David Ducey has been cited
for maximum speed limits. ($213)
Jeffery Earl Fields has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($171)
Agatha Norene Hudgins has been
cited for maximum speed limits. ($207)
Zane Chance Lyons has been cited
for maximum speed limits. ($201)
Carlos Salvador Obregon has been
cited for maximum speed limits. ($183)
Joseph R. Urban has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($177)
Koby Allen West has been cited for
maximum speed limits. ($213)
Phillip Adam Wohlford has been
cited for maximum speed limits. ($189)

Barber County real estate transactions

Real Estate Transfers
Book 147 page 14: Marilyn R.
Traffas unto Traffas Family Farm LLC.
The southwest quarter of the southwest
quarter of section13, and the southwest
quarter and the west half of the east half,
and the southeast quarter of the southeast
quarter of section14, all in township 33
south, range 10 west of the 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 15: Samuel W.
Pangburn unto Sunflower Associates
LLC. Lots 10 and 11 in block 49 in the
City of Kiowa, Barber County, Kansas.
Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 16: Virgil D.
Brewer and Patricia M. Brewer unto
Ann L. Alexandria. The north 80 feet
of lot 10, 11 and 12 in block 160 in
the Town Company’s Addition to the
City of Kiowa, Barber County, Kansas.
Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 18: Celia Faye
Conaway Living Trust unto Bryan
Investments LLC. Kiowa Original City,
block 18, lots 10 and 11, east half lot 9,
west 15 lot 12. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 20: April A. Stewart
and Clint Stewart unto Geneane M.
Winchell. The south 75 feet of lots 7 and
8 in block 152 in the Town Company’s
Addition to the City of Kiowa. Quit
claim deed.
Book 147 page 21: Justin A. Rug
and Doolittle D. Rug unto Brian Farney

and Jennifer Farney. Lots 13 through
18, block 69, City of Hazelton, Barber
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 22: Chad Kroc and
Tammy Kroc unto Jeremy Mosley and
Kathryn A. Mosley. A tract of land in the
northwest quarter of section 5, township
30 south, range 11 west of 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Joint tenancy
quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 23: Ronnie Walker
unto Michael Anthony SanSoucie Jr. Lot
9 in block 57 in the City of Hardtner.
Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 24: Clifford Lynn
Kimball unto Noble Ronald Kimball
and Melody Kimball. Lot 3, Central
Avenue West, Stolp’s Addition to the
City of Medicine Lodge, Barber County,
Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 25: Clifford Lynn
Kimball, unto Cierra Rickard, Autumn
Rickard and Brayden Rickard. The west
half of the northwest quarter of section
21, township 31, range 13, Barber
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 28: Kavin E. Palmer,
unto Willard Gordon and Elizabeth
Humphrey. Lots 10, 11 and 12 in block
21 in the City of Kiowa, Barber County,
Kansas. Joint tenancy quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 32: Kenneth J. Ricke
and Stacy L. Arnold unto Logan C.
Kiser. Beginning at a point 279 feet and
5 inches north of the southwest corner

of the northwest quarter of southeast
quarter of section 1, township 32 south,
range 12 West of the 6th PM, Barber
County, Kansas.
Mortgages
Book 245 page 1: Meagan M.
Etheridge and Jacob A. Etheridge to
The People’s Bank. Beginning at the
southeast corner of section 19, township
32 south range 10 West of the 6th
PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$190,400.00.
Book 245 page 14: Christopher
Fischer and Brianna D. Fischer to The
People’s Bank. Lots 1 through 12 in
block 11, in the City of Sharon, Barber
County, Kansas. Note: $40,000.00.
Book 245 page 28: Donna K. Krug,
and Rodney Don Krug, to American
AgCredit. The northwest quarter of
section 14, township 30 south, range
11 West of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $220,000.00.
Book 245 page 42: Parker M.
Patterson, to Meritrust Federal Credit
Union. Lot 10 and the west 30 feet of lot
11, block 137, in the Town Company’s
Addition to the City of Kiowa, Barber
County, Kansas. Note: $47,200.00.
Book 245 page 56: Todd A. Jones,
to Flagstar Bank. Lot 25 and 27 on
Washington Avenue East in the Original
Townsite of the City of Medicine Lodge.
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Animals and Pets
Herd Dispersal
56 cows - 5-8 yrs. old.
Mostly black - 32 calves on
the ground. 6 Charolais bulls
- 2-4 yrs. old. Call 327-7246
Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies &
donkeys. 580-748-0811
For Sale
1/2 Hanging Beef, grain fed.
Call 580-748-0049
Attn:Hunters & Trappers
Fur buyer will be in Alva
every Sunday from 1-2 p.m.
at 619 E Flynn until the end
of February
Business Services
Custom Pecan Shelling
Now selling pecans. Sandhill
Pecans,115
W.
Main,
Cherokee, OK 580-430-6991
Employment
Help Wanted
Beadles Nursing Home is
looking for good, caring,
dependable, people for

CAXCA

licensed nurse positions.
PT and/or FT with benefits.
Please pick-up application at
916 Noble St., Alva. EOE
Farm Supplies
Mick’s Straw
2 wired. $7/bale, 1st 5. $6/
bale after. Bulk & local
discounts.
580-829-3090,
Kiowa, KS
Miscellaneous
For Sale
Used Ski Equipment. Skis
$25. Boots $25. Poles $10.
580-327-7473
Real Estate
For Rent
1 2bdrm house in Cherokee,
OK. & 1 2bdrm farm house
with truck parking outside
Cherokee, OK. 580-7610260
Available for Rent
914 Flynn, 2bdrm CH & A
w/stove & ref. 625 sqft m/l
& clean. Utilities included
in pmt. Only rents to people.
580-327-2554. Shown by
appointment.

End rolls of newsprint paper
available for 30¢ per pound at
Alva Review-Courier,
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK
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Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs
Wednesday, January 19, 2022
During this day there were three traffic stops.
3:59 a.m. – Report of an abandoned vehicle on OK-8 and
Aline Blacktop.
3:13 p.m. – Medic needed for a male having a seizure in
the locker room at the school. Medic took him to the Kiowa
Hospital.
6:05 p.m. – Medic needed for a male having trouble breathing
in the 300 block of Colorado.
7:40 p.m. – Report of fire on Garvin Road and OK-8.
Thursday, January 20, 2022
During this day there were two reports of cattle out.
1:34 p.m. – Report of a medical alarm going off in the
200 block of 2nd Street. Report of a possible over dose of
medications.
9:36 p.m. – Report of three people that came into her yard
and house in the 100 block of Grand. Advised her son asked
them several times to leave. They hit him and broke his glasses
and they were looking for her nephew, who had left the house.
The three people left headed east on OK-8 in a maroon Chevy
van. Caller advised she wanted to press charges. Deputy
stopped the van on OK-45 and County Road 560 and advised
everything was okay. Deputy spoke with the reporting party and
the RP advised they didn’t want to press charges but would like
trespassing charges.
11:59 p.m. – Welfare check needed in the 900 block of
Locust.
Friday, January 21, 2022
During this day there were four traffic stops.
12:37 p.m. – Welfare check needed on East Street. Deputy
advised male was fine and will call his daughter.
12:55 p.m. – Report of a smoke alarm going off but caller
doesn’t see any smoke. Everything was okay.
4:10 p.m. – Medic needed for a male possibly having a
stroke. Medic took patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
4:27 p.m. – Medic needed for an elderly woman who fell in
the 200 block of Main in Goltry. Medic took the patient to Bass
Hospital in Enid.
5:19 p.m. – Report of loose dogs out at 5th Street and Maple.
10:06 p.m. – Medic needed for a male with heart pain and an
irregular EKG. Medic took the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
Saturday, January 22, 2022
During this day there was one traffic stop.
4:49 a.m. – Medic needed for a male with abdominal pain
and throwing up in the 300 block of 3rd Street.
5:27 a.m. – Report of a person who looked like they were
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Sheriff

breaking into a building in the 100 block of Grand. Advised they
were in a orange hoodie and black paints. Officer advised they
were no brake-in damage. Officer found the suspicious individual
at Grand and 11th Street.
10:19 a.m. – Medic needed for a male stepped on by a bull. No
transport needed.
12:29 p.m. – Report of aggressive dogs loose in the 400 block
of 5th Street.
Sunday, January 23, 2022
During this day there were two reports of cattle out.
12:56 a.m. – Medic needed for an unresponsive male.
8:31 a.m. – Medic needed for male with low oxygen levels.
Medic took the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
12:01 p.m. – Report of loose pit bull at the co-op.
1:36 p.m. – Woods County advised of male that had been
stabbed and was somewhere east of Alva, off of US-64. Woods
County then advised the male was at St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.
10:10 p.m. – Medic needed for a female who fell and hurt her
face and was bleeding. AirEvac was needed and took the patient.
Monday, January 24, 2022
7:31 a.m. – Medic needed for a female. Medic took the patient
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Alfalfa County
court filings

According to the affidavits and petitions on file, the following
individuals have been charged. An individual is innocent of any
charges listed below until proven guilty in a court of law. All
information is a matter of public record and may be obtained by
anyone during regular hours at the Alfalfa County Courthouse.
The Alva Review-Courier will not intentionally alter or delete any
of this information. If it appears in the courthouse public records,
it will appear in this newspaper.
Divorce Filings
Sarah Elaine Langone, Cherokee, vs. Vincent Michael
Langone, Dacoma: divorce. ($262.14)
Traffic Citations
Markeith Tavvi Smith, Muskogee, has been cited for failure to
stop at a stop sign. ($249)
Mark Anthony Zamora, North Richland Hills, Texas, has
been cited for operating a vehicle without a valid driver’s license.
($249)

See Court Page 38
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is
doing in person dining and delivery for
homebound seniors. Please call 3271822 until noon the day before to order.
In person meals are at noon.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet
at Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s
meeting is held every Wednesday.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is
doing in person dining and delivery for
homebound seniors. Please call 3271822 until noon the day before to order.
In person meals are at noon.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
3-6 p.m. Food distribution every
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank,
818 Lane St.
6 p.m. Caregiver Support Group
meets every fourth Thursday of the
month at The Homestead in Alva.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr
House), Alva on and Thursdays.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
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Court

Amory Deon Thomas, Nescatunga,
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph
over the speed limit. ($100)

Janelle l. Waugh, Cherokee, has been
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the
speed limit. ($100)

Alfalfa County real
estate transactions
Real Estate Transfers
Book 877 page 945: Harvey Yoder,
as trustee of the Max Yoder Family
Revocable Trust, unto Eddie Miller
and Deana Miller. East half of lot 11
and all of lots 12 through 14, block 38,
Town of Jet. Joint tenancy quit claim
deed.
Book 877 page 958: Jeff Cahoj
and Mika Cahoj unto Jeffrey C. Carol,
Trustee of the Jeffrey C. Cahoj Living
Trust. A tract of land in the southwest
quarter of the southeast quarter section
3, township 26 north, range 9, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty
deed.
Book 877 page 978: Lael Cronin unto
David Shepard and Linda Shepard. Lots
10 through 18, in block 8, High School
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Addition, Helena, Oklahoma. Warranty
deed.
Book 877 page 979: Brandon D.
Severin unto Chancey Leigh Nunnally.
All of lots 22 and 23 in block 21 in
the Town of Goltry, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.
Book 877 page 992: Juan Jose
Montalvo unto Rocky Lane Schanbacher
and Michele Schanbacher. The northwest
quarter of section 30, township 25
north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Mortgages
Book 877 page 980: Chancey Leigh
Nunnally to ACB Bank. All of lots 22
and 23 in block 21 in the Town of Goltry,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note:
$12,000.00.

Real Estate

Note: $80,000.00.
Book 245 page 71: Isabella Rea Lira
and Isaac Lira, to The People’s Bank.
Lots 1 through 4, in block 7 in Cook,
Standiford and Company’s Revised
Addition to the City of Medicine
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$58,500.00.
Book 245 page 98: Rufus Murray and

Tammy J. Murray, to Community Bank.
Lots 8 and 9 in block 67 in the City of
Hardtner, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$87,000.00.
Book 245 page 116: Garret O’Neil,
to Rocket Mortgage. Lot 22 in block B in
Forsyth Addition to the City of Medicine
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas.Note:$
175,750.00,
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Judge leaves New York indoor
mask mandate in place, for now
By Carolyn Thompson
Associated Press
A New York appeals judge left
the state’s indoor mask mandate in
place Tuesday while Gov. Kathy
Hochul’s administration appeals a
lower court’s decision to overturn
it.
Judge Robert Miller granted the
state’s request for a stay of a Long
Island judge’s ruling Monday that
the governor and health officials
lacked authority to require masks.
Arguing before Miller Tuesday,
Judith Vale, an attorney for the state,
said judge Thomas Rademaker’s
ruling would “radically disrupt the
status quo” and endanger the health
of students and staff at schools.
“The order, if not stayed will
allow individuals to refuse to wear
face coverings in indoor public
settings where the risk of COVID-19
spread is high, including in schools
where many children remain
unvaccinated against COVID-19,”
the state’s court filing said.
The plaintiffs’ attorney, Chad
Laveglia, vowed to take the
challenge “as far as it needs to go.”
“The judge got it wrong entirely.
It’s so blatantly unconstitutional to
grant a stay whatsoever,” he said.
THIS IS A BREAKING NEWS
UPDATE. AP’s earlier story follows
below.
New York state education
officials told school administrators
to continue enforcing the state’s
mask mandate for students and
teachers Tuesday despite a judge’s
ruling overturning it, causing
confusion as some districts rushed
to make masks optional.
The Education Department said
the state had filed notice that it
would appeal Monday’s ruling by
a judge on Long Island, a step that
could keep the rule in place at least
until its planned expiration Feb. 1.
“While these legal steps occur,
it is NYSED’s position that schools
should continue to follow the mask
rule,” said department spokesperson
Emily DeSantis.
But
in
some
districts,
administrators immediately made

masking optional for students and
staff.
“While it is certain this decision
will face legal challenges, until
otherwise litigated, mask wearing
will be optional for students
and staff in the Massapequa
Schools beginning Tuesday,” the
Massapequa School District, in the
New York City suburbs of Long
Island, said on its website.
Ruling in a case brought by a
group of parents, judge Thomas
Rademaker said the governor
and state health commissioner
didn’t have authority to issue a
mask mandate without legislative
approval.
The mandate “is a law that
was promulgated and enacted
unlawfully by an executive branch
state agency, and therefore void
and unenforceable,” the judge said.
Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul
said she disagreed with the ruling,
and Attorney General Letitia James
tweeted Tuesday that her office
would challenge it.
“We’re appealing last night’s
decision that struck down the mask
mandate in New York. We will
continue to do everything in our
power to protect New Yorkers from
#COVID19,” James, a Democrat,
tweeted.
Judith Vale, an attorney for the
state, asked a judge Tuesday in
a higher court to block the ruling
pending appeal, arguing it would
“radically disrupt the status quo”
and endanger the health of students
and staff at schools.
Judge Robert Miller did not
immediately rule on the request.
The
plaintiffs’
attorney,
Chad Lavaglia, argued against a
stay, calling the mask mandate
unconstitutional.
“The commissioner of health
is an administrative officer who
is promulgating laws on all New
Yorkers,” he said.
The state had initially instituted
a mandate in April 2020 that
required people to wear masks in
most indoor settings outside their
home. That rule ended in June

2021 for vaccinated people. Hochul
announced in mid-December, as
COVID-19 infections surged in
the state, that it would go back
into effect for at least a month.
Earlier this month, the state health
department said the mandate would
be in place until Feb 1.
As school districts waited for the
legal questions to play out, parents
received
mixed
instructions,
depending on where they live.
Syracuse City Schools were
among
those
following
the
Education Department’s guidance.
“That means that anyone entering
any of our schools must continue
to wear a mask,” a notice on the
district’s website said.
In
Westchester
County,
Mamaroneck Superintendent Rober
Shaps made mask-wearing optional.
Republican U.S. Rep. Elise
Stefanik criticized Hochul for
“ignoring” the ruling and causing
unnecessesary confusion. She told
parents in her northern New York
congressional district to call her
office if their children were not
allowed in school without a mask.
“Masks are not mandatory for
students, period. Yet Kathy Hochul
is still trying to force young
children to wear a mask in school,
shamefully disregarding the rule
of law,” Stefanik said in a news
release.
In a statement, Hochul said,
“My responsibility as Governor is
to protect New Yorkers throughout
this public health crisis, and these
measures help prevent the spread
of COVID-19 and save lives. We
strongly disagree with this ruling,
and we are pursuing every option to
reverse this immediately.”
The ruling comes as the omicron
wave that gripped New York state
appears to be easing. The state
averaged around 23,400 new cases
of the virus per day in the sevenday period that ended Sunday,
down from 74,600 per day during
the wave’s peak in early January.
Hospitalizations are dropping, too,
declining 17% statewide in the past
seven days.
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