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RESEMBLING RUDOLPH – There 
couldn’t be a cuter Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer than kindergartner 
Kaleb Cornell. He performs with his 
class at the South Barber Elementary 
School’s Winter Concert directed by 
Cathy Cox. Photo by Yvonne Miller 

STEALIN’ THE SHOW – While older students watch, pre-K students are sweeter 
than a candy cane as they sing their Christmas song (with the help of their teacher 
Becky Buckle) during the South Barber Elementary School Winter Concert. The 
cuties (just some of the class) are: (from left) Ronan Henry, Creed Thompson, 
Tacksen Ricke, Brantley Stroh, Luella Bogatay and Adriaan Mostert. Photo by 
Yvonne Miller

THIS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM IS FUN – It’s all smiles with visions of sugar 
plums dancing in their heads for these first and second graders. They perform 
under the direction of the school’s vocal director Cathy Cox at South Barber 
Elementary School’s Winter Concert. They sing about “When Santa Gets Your 
Letter,” and the anticipation of what he’ll bring Christmas Eve. Students shown 
from top: Bradley Cropp, Makenna Brattin (left), Janda Goodno and Jenna 
Shields (front). Photo by Yvonne Miller

more Winter Concert page 46
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What a coincidence!
By Marione Martin

Last weekend I noticed the light 
blinking on my landline recorder at home. 

When I played back 
the message, the 
caller ID identified 
the number as 
belonging to a 
local businessman. 
However, the 
message was 
a female voice 
launching into a 
recorded sales pitch. 

Later I saw the 
businessman at 

church and told him that someone was 
spoofing his number. We laughed at 
the nerve of these scam artists, and he 
mentioned an acquaintance who received 
a call supposedly from his own phone 
number.

Oddly, when I went home later and was 
loading the dishwasher, my phone rang. I 
have one of those phones that provides an 
audible readout of the caller ID. Most of 
my calls come from “Unavailable.” This 
time the digital voice said it was from 
Mary-OH-nee Martin. I was amused at the 
coincidence. 

It was less amusing when the same 
thing happened ten minutes later. And 
ten minutes after that. In all, my phone 
showed I received six consecutive calls 
supposedly from myself, two of them 
while I was at church. I picked up the 
phone once and heard that my Microsoft 
license was expiring. I hung up before 
they told me how much money I owed 
this time. If they only knew how many 
computers and Microsoft licenses I have!

It’s been a while since I’ve written 
about phone scams so I decided it was a 
good subject for this week. In last night’s 
mail, I received an AARP publication that 
says people over 60 are most at risk for 
scams. According to the Federal Trade 
Commission, people over 60 are nearly 
five times more likely than those ages 
20 to 59 to fall victim to the tech-support 
fraud. They’re three times more likely to 
be conned by imposters posing as friends 

or relatives, and more than twice as likely 
to fall for a sweepstakes or lottery scam. 
In 2018, people 60-plus filed more than 
256,000 fraud reports with losses of nearly 
$400 million.

The FBI says there are several reasons 
senior citizens are targeted in fraud 
schemes. They are more likely to have a 
“nest egg,” to own their home, and/or to 
have excellent credit. People who grew 
up in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s were 
generally raised to be polite and trusting. 
Con artists exploit these traits knowing 
that it is difficult or impossible for these 
individuals to say “no” or just hang up the 
phone.

Older Americans are less likely to 
report fraud because they don’t know who 
to report it to, are too ashamed at having 
been scammed or don’t know they have 
been scammed.

I usually avoid answering my landline 
at home unless I know who is calling. Even 
then the spoofing of phone numbers can 
catch me off guard. And now con artists 
are targeting cellphones, which are harder 
to ignore. Here are some tips from the FBI 
website on dealing with telemarketers.
Tips for Avoiding Telemarketing Fraud

It is very difficult to get your money 
back if you have been cheated over the 
telephone. Before you buy anything by 
telephone, remember:

• Don’t buy from an unfamiliar 
company. Legitimate businesses 
understand that you want more information 
about their company and are happy to 
comply.

• Always ask for and wait until you 
receive written material about any offer 
or charity. If you get brochures about 
costly investments, ask someone whose 
financial advice you trust to review them. 
But beware – not everything written down 
is true.

• Always check out unfamiliar 
companies with your local consumer 
protection agency, Better Business 
Bureau, state attorney general, the 
National Fraud Information Center, or 
other watchdog groups. However, not all 
bad businesses can be identified through 
these organizations.

• Obtain a salesperson’s name, 
business identity, telephone number, street 
address, mailing address, and business 
license number before you transact 
business. Some con artists give out false 
names, telephone numbers, addresses, 

and business license numbers – verify the 
accuracy of these items.

• Before you give money to a charity 
or make an investment, find out what 
percentage of the money is paid in 
commissions and what percentage actually 
goes to the charity or investment.

• Before you send money, ask yourself 
a simple question: “What guarantee do I 
really have that this solicitor will use my 
money in the manner we agreed upon?”

• Don’t pay in advance for services; 
pay only after they are delivered.

• Be wary of companies that want to 
send a messenger to your home to pick up 
money, claiming it is part of their service 
to you. In reality, they are taking your 
money without leaving any trace of who 
they are or where they can be reached.

• Always take your time making a 
decision. Legitimate companies won’t 
pressure you to make a snap decision.

• Don’t pay for a “free prize.” If a 
caller tells you the payment is for taxes, he 
or she is violating federal law.

• Before you receive your next sales 
pitch, decide what your limits are – the 
kinds of financial information you will 
and won’t give out on the telephone.

• Be sure to talk over big investments 
offered by telephone salespeople with a 
trusted friend, family member, or financial 
advisor. It is never rude to wait and think 
about an offer.

• Never respond to an offer you don’t 
understand thoroughly.

• Never send money or give out 
personal information such as credit card 
numbers and expiration dates, bank 
account numbers, dates of birth, or social 
security numbers to unfamiliar companies 
or unknown persons.

• Be aware that your personal 
information is often brokered to 
telemarketers through third parties.

• If you have been victimized once, be 
wary of persons who call offering to help 
you recover your losses for a fee paid in 
advance.

• If you have information about a 
fraud, report it to state, local, or federal 
law enforcement agencies.

About Last Week
I’ve had a lot of comments from 

readers about last week’s column on being 
alone for the holidays. While I wrote it 
from a personal standpoint, I also hoped 
to raise awareness of those around us who 
may be missing someone this time of year.
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 See Barber  Page 50

This was the scene in South Barber’s cafeteria the first day of the new after-school 
snack program available to all at no charge. The program is well-received and 
has served near 1,000 in the first three weeks. 

By Yvonne Miller
The December meeting of the South 

Barber Board of Education marked the 
last meeting for outgoing board members 
Mariah Doherty and Melissa Simpson. 
Neither woman opted to file again for 
their open position. Newly elected board 
member Emily Lohmann attended the 
meeting and sat in the audience. Lohmann 
and newly elected member Jenna Mostert 
will take their seats at the board table in 
January.

Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller 
thanked Doherty and Simpson for their 
service and dedication to the board 
and presented them with homemade 
Christmas goodies prepared by his wife, 
Heather. She has become popular at the 
monthly board meetings for sending her 
delicious homemade treats. 

All board members were present 
except Bryan Quick when President Mark 
Pollock called the December meeting to 
order, including Ryan Molz, Mike Miller, 
Deb Helfrich. Doherty and Simpson. 
Superintendent Miller and Board Clerk 
Julie Johnson also sat at the board. 
Pre-K-6 Assistant Principal Kaynette 
Scheck and 7-12 Principal Brent Shaffer 
were present to offer their reports. 

Following an executive session held 
in the middle of the approximately one-
hour meeting, the board took action on 
personnel changes.

The board relieved teacher Tim Carey 
from the head boys’ basketball coach 
position. They approved Bret Mott, who 
was the assistant, as head boys’ basketball 
coach. 

The resignation of Title I Teacher 
Samantha Nichols was accepted. Her 
resignation is effective May 14, 2020. 

The board hired Mike Simpson as 
the community/district weight room 
supervisor.

The total amount of the approved 
monthly expenditures was $347,664.69.

Superintendent Miller welcomed 
Rachel Bachman of Conrade Insurance 
who had three options to consider. Miller 

South Barber School Board names 
coach, weight room supervisor,
accepts teacher resignation
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 See Freedom  Page 40

reducing absenteeism rates in other schools 
and believe she can do it in Freedom as well. 
In two schools that she was superintendent 
of she brought the absenteeism score all the 
way up to 94.7 percent and 95.6 percent, 
she said.

How does she do it? A lot of it is just 
educating parents about how important it 
is to schedule routine health visits for after 
school hours, for example; helping them see 
that students being in class every day that 
they possibly can has to be a top priority.

Shelite can also think way outside 
the box when it comes to bringing down 
absenteeism. When a student told her that 
he was late yet again because he didn’t 
wake up on time – his parents had left for 
work without realizing their son had fallen 
back asleep -- “I asked him, ‘don’t you have 
an alarm on your phone?’ and he said no. So 
I decided to buy him an alarm clock.” After 
a while, she just kept a stock of alarm clocks 
in her office so she could hand them out to 
students who, when questioned about why 
they were late, were in a similar situation.

Reducing absenteeism means tackling 
the issue on a number of fronts … and 
sometimes in some unexpected places.

“I even dragged a kid out of his bed 
once,” Shelite said. His parents called and 
said they couldn’t get him out of bed. So 
Shelite went over there and dragged him 
out of it. That was not at Freedom, she said, 
laughing. 

Other School News
The school’s Christmas program 

will be Thursday, Dec. 19, said Shelite; 
performances will be at 1:30 p.m. and at 7 
p.m. The next day, Friday, Dec. 20, is the 
last school day before the Christmas break.

Superintendent Weber announced that 
Shane Morris had been elected to another 
term on the school board, since no one had 
run against him.

The board approved three fundraisers: 
the robotics team will sell 3-D printed key 
chains, the athletics department will hold 
pig and beef raffles and 50/50 raffles.

The board also approved giving a one-
time professional development stipend of 
$1,000 for all full-time employees as well 
as for the federal programs coordinator, 
Ms. Burgess. The total cost, after taxes 

a B grade. Post-secondary opportunities 
are a struggle for rural schools to provide, 
but Freedom has done well this year. One 
student is taking English Composition at 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University, 
Shelite said; two are doing college 
internships, and several are taking Career 
Tech classes that will lead to being 
credentialed or licensed in a trade.

Shelite to Tackle Absenteeism 
Shelite also spoke about the chronic 

absenteeism section in the report card 
for both the high school and elementary. 
Although Freedom’s chronic absenteeism 
rate is almost identical to the statewide 
average, Shelite considers the state’s 
average absenteeism rate to be far too high 
as well. The whole state needs to do much 
better in reducing chronic absenteeism.

“Everybody needs to work on it,” 
she said while the board was out in 
executive session. The cause of such high 
absenteeism? “Coming from a large school 
system, I can tell you that too many families 
don’t take education seriously,” she said.

Freedom’s chronic absenteeism score 
is 88.89 percent, which means that 12.21 
percent of students are absent at any given 
time. The statewide score is 85.97 percent, 
meaning that statewide a little over 14 
percent of students are absent from school 
on any day.

Shelite has had success in dramatically 

By Kathleen Lourde
Freedom Public School has received 

its report card from the state, and the 
elementary school received an A overall. 

The elementary school’s report was 
excellent in most categories. In academic 
achievement, out of a possible 35 points, 
Freedom scored a 97 percent, compared 
to the statewide average of 39 percent. 
In academic growth, Freedom scored 86 
percent, compared with 69 percent for the 
state.

The high school didn’t fare quite as 
well. The sample size (which was only of 
the junior class, consisting of five students) 
was too small for the state to be able to give 
grades in some areas, nor was it able to give 
the high school an overall grade. 

In the graduation category Freedom 
scored 37 percent compared to the state 
average of 60 percent. However, Principal 
Shelite told the board that this was due 
to incorrect paperwork on some foreign 
exchange students in past years. Shelite 
said she has gone back and corrected those 
errors and hopes that next year’s report card 
will show a greatly improved graduation 
score as a result.

Freedom High School outperformed 
the state in post-secondary opportunities, 
scoring 62 percent of the 10 points possible 
in that category and earning the school 

Freedom Elementary receives 
an A on state report card
Christmas program to be Dec. 19
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Obituaries
LEO STEPHEN BRANDT 

Funeral Rosary Service for Leo 
Brandt will be held at 7 p.m., Sunday, 
December 15, 2019, at Sacred Heart 
Church with Fr. Bala Sagili Jesudas as 
celebrant. Funeral Mass will be at 2 p.m., 
Monday, December 16, 2019. Inurnment 
will be at 2 p.m., Tuesday, December 
17, 2019, at Calvary Cemetery in Tulsa. 
Arrangements are under the direction of 
Marshall Funeral Home of Alva. 

Leo Stephen Brandt, son of the late 
Leo Peter and Katie Belle (Davis) Brandt, 
was born October 19, 1924, in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, and passed away November 
28, 2019, at Alva, Oklahoma, at the age 
of 95 years, 1 month and 9 days. 

Leo is also survived by three sons, 
three daughters, 12 grandchildren, 16 
great-grandchildren, and many nieces 
and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to Our 
Daily Bread Soup Kitchen (Enid), or the 
American Red Cross. 

Remembrances may be shared with 
the family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com. 

RUBY ANITA RAY
Ruby Anita Ray, 87, died on Thursday, 

December 5, 2019, in Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. Memorial 
services will be held 
at a later date. Dighton 
Marler Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements.

Ruby was born on 
July 23, 1932, in Alva, 
Oklahoma, to Elisha 
and Ruby Louisa 

(Branch) Barker. She was educated in 
Watonga and Alva, graduating from Alva 
High School in 1950. After high school 
she attended Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University, where she met her 
husband Darrel D. Ray. 

Ruby had so many interests, including 
nature, reading, crossword puzzles, 
sewing and traveling. She had a great 
sense of adventure, exploring 48 states 
on road trips, and at least three countries, 
with her husband. She gave her children 
a deep appreciation of nature, among so 
many other things. She was a teacher at 
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 

Dakota and on Fort Berthold Reservation, 
North Dakota. Ruby volunteered in public 
schools and library programs in Fredonia, 
New York, and in Stillwater. She was a 
teacher at Stillwater Neighborhood 
Nursery. Ruby was actively engaged in 
the development of the Shearer Museum 
and served as both a volunteer and as 
director. She was involved in the traveling 
exhibit of historical homes of Oklahoma. 
She had a tremendous sense of humor, 
was creative and very bright. 

She is preceded in death by her parents 
and brothers John and Jim Barker.

She is survived by her husband 
of over 66 years, Darrel D. Ray; her 
children Virginia Ray, Katie Anderson, 
Billijane Makinson and Liz Ray; her 
grandchildren, Hilary Anderson and 
Emily Anderson, and great-grandchild 
Sophia Rose Murphy. She is also 
survived by her siblings Barbara King, 
Bill Barker, B.R. Barker and many nieces 
and nephews.

Memorial contributions can be 
made in her name to the Youth Services 
of Payne County c/o Dighton Marler 
Funeral Home, 5106 N. Washington St., 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 74075.

The family would like to thank the 
staff at Westhaven Nursing Home for the 
great care they gave to Ruby during her 
time there. 

Condolences may be sent to the 
family via an online guestbook at www.
dightonmarler.com.

DONNA LEE SCHWERDTFEGER 
Funeral services for Donna 

Schwerdtfeger will be held at 2 p.m., 
Friday, December 13, 
2019, at the Capron 
United Methodist 
Church with Rev. 
Janet Fitz officiating. 
There will be a 
visitation with family 
present 5 to 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, December 
12, 2019, at Marshall 

Funeral Home. Interment will be in the 
Capron Cemetery under the direction of 
Marshall Funeral Home of Alva. 

Donna Lee, daughter of the late 
Francis Leonard and Gladys Mercie 
(Cox) Armstrong, was born June 15, 
1931, at Alva, and passed away December 
9, 2019, at Alva, at the age of 88 years, 5 

months and 24 days. 
Donna grew up in the Capron area and 

graduated from Alva High School. She 
attended Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University for a few semesters. On August 
6, 1949, she was united in marriage to 
Orlie Dean Schwerdtfeger at Medicine 
Lodge, Kansas, and they celebrated 70 
years together. 

She was a homemaker, raising 
her family of boys. She was active in 
Household Executives Extension Group, 
20th Century Club, P.E.O. Chapter AL, the 
Petunia Garden Club, and the Cherokee 
Strip Museum Board. Donna helped 
organize and served on various committees 
over the years, including the Woods 
County History Book publication, and the 
Centennial Celebration of Cherokee Strip 
Land Run and Bicentennial Committee. 
She also served two years as state HCE 
president, traveling all over the state 
speaking at conventions and meetings. 
She was a member of the Capron United 
Methodist Church. 

Besides her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, Orlie, and two 
sisters, Doris Parsons and Jean Foster. 

She is survived by her sons, Gary 
Schwerdtfeger and wife, Debbie, of Alva; 
Ronald Schwerdtfeger and wife, Kala, 
of Tulsa; Scott Schwerdtfeger and wife, 
Vicky, of Waynoka; Mark Schwerdtfeger 
and wife, Sue, of Capron; and Randy 
Schwerdtfeger and wife, Karen, of 
Capron; and an “adopted daughter,” Eve 
Oliveira of Yukon. 

Also surviving are 14 grandchildren, 
Taylor Schwerdtfeger and wife, Jill; Wade 
Schwerdtfeger and wife, Hayley; ShaLyn 
Melvin and husband, Matt; Heather 
Plumlee and husband, Alec; Jennifer 
Hanford; Tyson Schwerdtfeger and wife, 
Kenna; Kami Gallus and husband, Nick; 
Chris Schwerdtfeger and wife, Anne; Chris 
Newey and wife, Sarah; Ross Krueger 
and wife, Tiffany; Colin Schwerdtfeger; 
Jesse Schwerdtfeger and wife, Sarah; 
Carly Lauffer and husband, Jordan; and 
Jenna Hayes and husband, Matthew. Also 
surviving are 26 great-grandchildren, Ali 
Jo and Kodi Schwerdtfeger; Harper Lea 
Schwerdtfeger; Matthew Shafer; Kaleb 
Melvin; Kloe, Kenleigh, Kit and Kimber 
Plumlee; Owen and Kate Schwerdtfeger; 
Benton and Zayden Gallus; Porter 

 See Obits Page 12



December 11, 2019                           Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                        Page 11



December 11, 2019 Page 12Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Schwerdtfeger; Addison, Elle and Cannon 
Schwerdtfeger; Maddox, Dierx, Olivia 
and Ainslei Lauffer; Ava Schwerdtfeger; 
Kaitlyn and Dylan Newey; and Travis and 
Paige Krueger; other relatives and many 
friends. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
through the funeral home to Beadles 
Activity Fund or the Capron Cemetery. 

Remembrances may be shared with 
the family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com. 

PHILIP GALE WALLACE
Philip Gale Wallace was born on 

December 12, 1952, in Lynwood, 
California, to Lawrence and Lois Fortner 
Wallace. The family eventually settled 
in northwest Oklahoma on the family 
farm where he spent the remainder of his 
childhood. He graduated from Helena-
Goltry High School in 1971. In 1973 he 
married Rebekah Lynn Rogers. Together 
they had seven children. He was a 
carpenter by trade for around 42 years. He 
passed away on December 1, 2019, at the 
age of 66.

He is preceded in death by his parents; 
one brother, John; one sister, Lorraine; 
and one daughter, Audrey.

He is survived by his son-in-law Tim 
Wallace of Cleo Springs; daughter Valerie 
Dobbs and husband Duane of Cleo 
Springs; son Austin Wallace and wife 
Dacia of Aline; daughter Heather Woodall 
and husband Ron of Helena; daughter 
Debra Austin and husband Derrick of 
Edmond; son Anthony Wallace and wife 
Kristen of Cleo Springs; daughter Sarah 
Wallace and husband Brandon of Cleo 
Springs; brothers Steve Wallace of Aline, 
Daniel Wallace and wife Lisa of Aline, 
and Scott Wallace and wife Trisha of Enid; 
sisters Diane McCollum and husband Jeff 
of Helena, and Cecilia Daugherty and 
husband Kurt of Enid; 27 grandchildren 
and many nieces and nephews.

Graveside services for Philip were 
held on Monday, December 9, 2019, at 
2 p.m. at Square Cedar Cemetery with 
arrangements by Lanman Funeral Home, 
Inc. of Helena. Online condolences may 
be made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials may be given to Square 
Cedar Cemetery through the funeral 
home.

From Page 10 

Obits
By Marione Martin

As of Dec. 1, Terri Salisbury is the 
regional director for the state health 
department for this area. She said Woods 
and Custer counties were recently 
added to her northwest Oklahoma 
region, which now covers nine counties. 
Salisbury visited the Woods County 
commissioners meeting Monday to re-
introduce herself. 

Some of the counties in her region 
do not have health department offices. 
Salisbury said each county must vote 
to cover the office expenses with an ad 
valorem or sales tax. 

Commissioner David Hamil asked 
if the Alva office would be open on a 
more regular basis. He has had some 
questions from residents who found 
the office closed. He said the health 
department serves a number of college 
students, and most of his questions came 
from them. He reported the questions to 
the state health department.

Salisbury assured him the office 
is supposed to be open regular hours 
every weekday. Starting in January, the 
Alva office will have a full time nurse 
assigned.

The commissioners approved two 
gas line road crossings by SemGroup 
in District 2 with a fee of $500 each. 
Commissioner Randy McMurphy said 
they are located between County Road 
270 and Jackson Road.

A three year oil and gas lease 
with BCE-Mach LLC in Section 
10, Township 28N, Range 17W was 
approved. The county owns mineral 
rights for that area.

Oklahoma Health Department Re-
gional Director Terri Salisbury visits 
the Woods County Commissioners 
meeting Monday. Photo by Marione 
Martin

Woods County Commissioners 
welcome health department
regional director

A detention transportation claim for 
$468 was approved. In this case, the 
county will get money back as they are 
billing another entity.

An extension for the completion 
of a 2019 OEDA REAP Grant was 
approved. The grant for Woods County 
Rural Water District No. 3 is for repairs 
to help with water loss problems.

 See Director  Page 47
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By John Barton
This is the fifth of a series of articles 

designed to recognize the work of many 
individuals who were responsible for 
getting Northwestern Territorial Normal 
School located in Alva, Oklahoma 
Territory, in 1897 and for providing 
leadership to ensure quality education 
for the critical years that followed. 
Much of the information in this article 
can be found in the book “Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University, A Centennial 
History” (copyright 1996), written by 
Wayne Lane.

In order to explain the role of 100 
Alva-area citizens, I need to review the 
steps taken to get Northwestern Normal 
in Alva as well as the construction of 
Northwestern’s first building.

• 1895 – The committee of seven men 
was formed to get approval from the 
territorial legislature and the territorial 
governor to develop a normal school in 
Alva.

• 1895 – The committee requested 
donations of 40 acres for the school’s 
location. The Fryers and the McGraths 
generously provided the land.

• 1896 – The first Alva bill was 
defeated.

• 1897 – The bill establishing 
Northwestern Territorial Normal School 
at Alva was approved by the territorial 
legislature and signed by Governor 
Renfrow.

• Spring of 1897 – The bill required 
the citizens of Alva to pass a $5,000 bond 
for the school. The bond was approved 
by an overwhelming majority.

• Summer of 1897 – Sarah Bosworth 
and Mary DeLisle were hired as the first 
teachers, and James Ament was named 
as the first president.

• Fall of 1897 – Classes started and 
were held in Alva Congregation Church.

Shortly after classes started, 
President Ament came up with the idea 
of designing the first building after a 
French castle. Most everyone liked this 
idea. He wanted to build a building that 
would inspire pride in Northwestern 
students, faculty and staff as well as 
the citizens of Alva and the citizens of 
Oklahoma Territory.

Although there was great support 

“Castle on the Hill” 1899-1935 Northwestern Teachers Normal School, Alva, 
Oklahoma

100 Alva-area citizens
Unsung heroes of 
Northwestern – article 5

for the idea, they were unable to get 
the territorial legislature to take action. 
Eventually, a contract to build the 
building was signed with John Volk 
even though funds for the building had 
not been appropriated. Mr. Volk agreed 
to build the castle if 100 local citizens 
would sign a $100,000 bond that stated 
they would pay for the building if the 
territorial legislature did not.

Assuming the liability to pay for the 
building, 100 Alva-area citizens signed 
the bond. To put this in perspective, the 
$1,000 that each citizen was responsible 
for at that time would buy 80 acres of 
land; $1,000 was a lot of money. In March 
of 1898, work began on Northwestern’s 
first building, which would become 
known as The Castle on the Hill.

The castle was built in a short period 
of time so it could open for students 
in the fall of 1899. That fall, Santa Fe 
Railroad provided a special train to 
pick up the members of the territorial 
legislature in Guthrie and bring them to 
Alva for a tour of the castle. They were 
wined and dined by the citizens of Alva, 
and then they returned to the capitol 
where they voted overwhelmingly to 
approve the appropriations to pay for the 
castle’s construction.

The 100 citizens deserve special 
recognition for their willingness to step 

forward and assume a big risk. They had 
faith in the future of Northwestern, Alva, 
and Oklahoma Territory.

Although a record of the names of 
the 100 citizens has not been found, they 
should be recognized for their valuable 
contribution to Northwestern and Alva. 
If Texas A&M can get such great mileage 
from their 12th man tradition, surely we 
can honor the 100 bond signees. I am 
hopeful that someone will come up with 
an idea of how to honor the memory of 
these deserving citizens.

(Written by John Barton, Associate 
Professor of Speech Emeritus and Dean 
Emeritus, NWOSU

Reviewed by Tamara Brown, 
Communication Department Chair and 
Assistant Professor of Speech, NWOSU)
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Aline Cleo Elementary Self Control Character of the Month—back row L to R—
Gracie Brewer, Kaytlin Matsko,  Jacoby Gould. Front row L to R—Emily Ra-
mey, Macie Curtsinger, Gwyneth Sacket, Addison Springer, Harleigh Murray. 

Fair board 
filing period 
slated for 
Jan. 6-10
By Stacy Sanborn

Officials in Alfalfa County spent 
the ten o’clock hour of their Monday 
morning in a warm conference room 
for their weekly meeting. As the cold 
wind blew outside, Jay Hague, Stan 
Tucker and Marvin Woodall (who 
were joined by county clerk Laneta 
Unruh and administrative assistant 
Nancy Lambert) kicked things off with 
routine items of business. 

The three men gave signatures 
of approval on last week’s meeting 
minutes, maintenance and operation 
payment warrants, and blanket 
purchase orders. Monthly officer 
reports were approved as well and 
there were no road crossing permits 
this week. 

Last week, commissioners awarded 
safety incentive bonuses to eligible 
county employees and had four more 
to sign off on this week. 

Afterward, two resolutions for 
disposal were made on a couple of 
belly dump trailers from District 2, 
and lastly, a resolution was made for 
the fair board election and its filing 
period (Jan. 6-10).
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By Yvonne Miller
Take time out during this bustling 

holiday season to enjoy a few hours of an 
“Old Fashioned Christmas” celebration 
in Medicine Lodge at the Heritage Center 
this Sunday evening starting at 6:30. The 
evening is presented by the Greater Barber 
County Historical Action Association. 

The kids will love the visit from 
Santa Claus. Bringing Christmas cheer 
and beautiful music are “Joyful Noise,” 
a Christian group that performs in a five 
county area. “They are very good,” board 
member and resident play director Matt 
Thom said. He added, “We are also blessed 
to have the local talents of  soloists Miss 
Sophie Dawson and Mr. Carson Cargill.”

Following Santa’s visit, The Heritage 
Players will present the Christmas skit 
“An Old Fashioned Christmas Tale” 
which Thom said is both heartwarming 
and funny. The skit is centered around 
residents of a retirement center who think 
Christmas has become too commercial and 
they wish for an old-fashioned Christmas. 
The Spirit of Christmas comes down 
and grants them their wish – not quite 
what they remembered –  the microwave 

THE HERITAGE PLAYERS PRESENT SUNDAY EVENING IN MEDICINE 
LODGE – As residents of a retirement home, these Heritage Players long for 
an old-fashioned Christmas – away from all the commercialization. See what 
happens when they get their wish.  Cast left – right:  Jack Wortman, Eileen 
Schmidt, Lois Wortman, Don Vick, Matt Thom, Linda Vick, John Haygood, 
Barbara Haygood.

Old Fashioned Christmas Celebration 
in Medicine Lodge Sunday evening
Heritage Players Present `An Old Fashioned Christmas Tale’ – a 
heartwarming comedy; Area Christian Group `Joyful Noise’ to 
perform; The Jolly Old Soul plans an appearance

becomes a wood stove, with a pile of 
wood waiting to be chopped; the bathroom 
disappears and an outhouse springs up in 
the backyard, etc. They learn chopping 
down a Christmas tree isn’t as simple as 
it was in the good old days. Quickly, the 
seniors next wish is to return to modern 
day. 

Light refreshments will be served at 

this Christmas celebration. Children under 
12 years are admitted free with a small 
admission for adults. The Heritage Center 
is located at 1056 SE Isabel Rd., Medicine 
Lodge, Kan., at the corner of Hwy 160 and 
Isabel Rd.

“Please make time to join us for 
a beautiful evening of entertainment 
celebrating the season,” Thom said. 
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Basketball: 
Medicine Lodge 
edged out by 
Chaparral, 58-60, 
Friday night

The following players racked up the 
indicated number of points:

Medicine Lodge
Theron Wedel 22
Cason Liebst    3
Tyce Lonker    5
Dasik Clouse    9
Kirk Fisher    2
Chance Winter    5
Kyson Cunningham    8
Devon Cox    4
Total  58

Chaparral
Swartz 23
J. Francis   2
J. Wootonn   9
K. Francis   5
P. Wootonn   4
M. Atkins   9
R. Atkins   2
Bello   2
Harding   4
Total 60

Waynoka’s Casen Olson breaks the tackle from the Pond Creek-Hunter player 
and  scores the only touchdown in a 54-8 loss Friday night against the Panthers 
of Pond Creek.
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The Railroaders’ Tabor Budy makes the tackle behind the line of scrimmage against Pond Creek-Hunter Friday night. 
Photo by Trey Lunn
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Keeping
Communities

Connected

We cover news
in three counties
and mail the
Newsgram to
all homes in
Woods, Alfalfa
& Barber (KS)
Counties.

That makes us a great solution
for advertising your business!

Newsgram • 620 Choctaw, Alva, OK • 580-327-2200
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By John Coon
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Den-

nis Schroder's basketball identity is 
built on being aggressive at both ends 
of the court.

Schroder is flourishing in his sixth 
man role because he goes into attack 
mode and never stops. That paid off 
again for the Oklahoma City Thunder 
in a 104-90 victory over the Utah Jazz 
on Monday night.

Schroder's 27 points paced a Thun-
der second unit that outscored the 
Jazz reserves 45-23 in bench points. 
Schroder also made plenty of noise 
on the defensive end, pressuring mul-
tiple players into low-percentage 
shots and creating a turnover-friendly 
environment for a Utah team prone to 
making turnovers in bunches.

"I just try to impact the game 
when I get in," said Schroder, who set 
his career-high of 41 points in a game 
against the Jazz last season. "Try to 
make the right plays offensively and 
defensively. It's just energy coming in 
and playing with pace."

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander scored 
20 points and Chris Paul added 16 
points and seven assists for Oklaho-
ma City. Steven Adams chipped in 
with 11 points and 13 rebounds.

The Thunder shot 47% from the 
field after getting a big lift from the 
bench. It marked the 19th time in 23 
games Oklahoma City has outscored 
its opponent in bench points. Schrod-
er has led the bench in scoring in 19 
of those contests.

"It's probably not talked enough 
about how selfless Dennis is," Paul 
said. "Dennis a starter in this league 
on just about any other team. He's 
a star in his role and that's why our 
bench is so good."

Donovan Mitchell scored 26 
points to lead the Jazz. Rudy Gobert 
added 19 points and 17 rebounds.

The Jazz shot just 40% from the 
field and had just seven baskets in 
the third quarter when the Thunder 
pulled away for good.

Utah lost for the sixth time in 
eight games and finds itself mired in 
an early season slow start yet again.

"It's kind of like a here-we-go-

again situation," Mitchell said. "It's 
only my third year, so I'm still trying 
to figure things out as well ... the big-
gest thing is to stick with it and trust. 
I ain't got much else to say besides 
that."

Utah and Oklahoma City traded 
big runs in the first half.

The Jazz surged ahead 24-19 late 
in the first quarter on the strength of 
a 13-2 run. Gobert highlighted the 
spurt with back-to-back baskets — 
part of the 14 points he scored before 
halftime.

The Thunder answered with a 
18-5 run that extended into the sec-
ond quarter. Schroder got things go-
ing with a pair of baskets before the 
first quarter ended. Paul capped it off 
with back-to-back baskets, giving 
Oklahoma City a 37-29 lead.

Oklahoma City stayed in front for 
the remainder of the game. The Thun-
der opened their first double-digit 
lead in the third quarter, going up 85-
65 behind a 19-4 run. Schroder did 
most of the damage during the out-
burst, scoring four total baskets. His 
driving layup ignited the run and his 
third 3-pointer of the game finished 
it.

"We want to make sure he stays ag-
gressive," Thunder coach Billy Dono-
van said. "He can get to his spots. He 
kind of knows what his shots are and 
his spots are. … We just want him to 
play with confidence. The team be-
lieves in him. I believe in him."

RISING ROOKIE
Dealing with an injury-depleted 

roster, Donovan played guard Lu-
guentz Dort 20-plus minutes for the 
second straight game. Dort made the 
most of his time on the court. The 
rookie, who is on a two-way contract, 
finished with a career-high nine points 
and a pair of rebounds in 29 minutes.

He is averaging 5.5 points and 2.5 
rebounds on Oklahoma City's current 
road trip.

"You wouldn't know he's a rookie, 
the way he's competing," Paul said. 
"You just have to be ready when your 
name is called, and he's been unbe-
lievable."

NO FOUL ZONE

Utah shot just 12 free throws, 
matching a season-low. The Jazz had 
zero attempts in the fourth quarter. 
The inability to get to the foul line 
summed up a game in which the Jazz 
were low on energy and lacked ag-
gressiveness in the second half. Utah 
turned the ball over frequently on 
drives to the basket or just settled for 
mediocre outside shots.

"Our decision making, collective-
ly, that's where we need to come to-
gether and help each other on the of-
fensive end," Jazz coach Quin Snyder 
said. "At the same time, we need to 
impose our will on the game, on that 
end."

TIP INS
Thunder: Danilo Gallinari did not 

play because of a left ankle sprain. 
Terrance Ferguson also missed his 
third straight game because of right 
hip soreness. ... Darius Bazley col-
lected a career-high seven rebounds. 
... Oklahoma City forced 15 turnovers 
and scored 19 points off those mis-
cues.

Jazz: Mike Conley missed his 
third straight game with left ham-
string tightness. … The Jazz did not 
allow any second-chance points over 
the first three quarters. … Bojan Bog-
danovic shot just 4 of 17 from the 
field. … Joe Ingles finished with a 
game-high eight assists. Ingles is av-
eraging 7.0 assists over his last five 
games.

UP NEXT
Thunder: At the Sacramento Kings 

on Wednesday.
Jazz: At the Minnesota Timber-

wolves on Wednesday.

Schroder scores 27 off bench, 
Thunder dominate Jazz 104-90
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By Ralph D. Russo
NEW YORK (AP) — Oklahoma 

quarterback Jalen Hurts and Ohio 
State teammates quarterback Jus-
tin Fields and defensive end Chase 
Young will join LSU quarterback Joe 
Burrow as Heisman Trophy finalists.

The top vote-getters for college 
football's most famous player of the 
year award were announced Mon-
day, and three of them were quarter-
backs who transferred to their current 
schools.

Burrow is the clear front-runner to 
win the Heisman on Saturday night 
in New York after a record-breaking 
season, leading the Tigers (13-0) to 
the top seed in the College Football 
Playoff. He would be LSU's second 
Heisman winner and first since run-
ning back Billy Cannon in 1959. The 

60-year gap between Heisman win-
ners would be the longest for any 
school with multiple recipients.

The other finalists were not so 
obvious even after all the games had 
been played. Ohio State had three 
players worthy of consideration in 
Fields, Young and running back J.K. 
Dobbins. Fields and Young are the 
first teammates to be finalists since 
Oklahoma had quarterback Baker 
Mayfield and receiver Dede West-
brook at the Heisman ceremony in 
2016.

Hurts is the third Oklahoma quar-
terback in the last four seasons to be 
a Heisman finalist, including the last 
two winners in Kyler Murray and 
Mayfield.

Burrow is just the second Heisman 
finalist for LSU since candidates be-
gan being invited to New York for the 
presentation ceremony in 1982, and 
the first offensive player from the Ti-
gers. The last finalist from LSU was 
defensive back Tyrann Mathieu, who 
finished fifth in the voting in 2011.

Quarterbacks have dominated the 
Heisman over the last two decades, 
winning 16 of the last 19 trophies, 
dating back to 2000. The last two win-
ning quarterbacks, Murray and May-
field, were both transfers, and this 
year will likely make it three straight 
transfer QBs to win the Heisman.

Burrow left Ohio State and joined 
LSU in 2018 as a graduate transfer. 
He had a breakout season this year in 
the Tigers' new spread offense. Bur-
row has already set an Southeastern 
Conference record with 48 touch-
down passes and is on pace to set an 

NCAA record for completion percent-
age at 77.9%.

Hurts played for three seasons at 
Alabama, reaching the playoff each 
year before joining the Sooners and 
leading them to the final four. He has 
passed for 3,634 yards and 32 touch-
downs and run for 1,255 yards and 18 
touchdowns.

Fields played his freshman season 
last year at Georgia, but transferred 
to Ohio State and was granted imme-
diate eligibility by the NCAA to play 
this season. The sophomore has the 
Buckeyes (13-0) unbeaten and seeded 
second entering the playoff. He has 
thrown 40 touchdown passes and just 
one interception and has run for 10 
more touchdowns.

Young is the first exclusively de-
fensive player to be a Heisman final-
ist since Notre Dame linebacker Man-
ti Te'o finished second behind Texas 
A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel in 
2012. He leads the nation with 16.5 
sacks, despite missing two games for 
an NCAA violation.

Missing out were the nation's top 
running backs.

Wisconsin's Jonathan Taylor has 
been one of the most prolific runners 
in college football history, surpass-
ing 1,900 yards rushing in each of his 
three seasons. This year he is second 
in the nation with 1.909 yards rushing 
and leads with 26 touchdowns.

Oklahoma State's Chuba Hubbard 
is the nation's leading rusher with 
1,936 yards and 21 touchdowns. Ohio 
State's J.K. Dobbins is third in the na-
tion in rushing with 1,829 yards and 
has scored 22 touchdowns.

Fields, Hurts, Young join Burrow 
as Heisman Trophy finalists
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Eight 
fluffy macaroni penguin chicks have 
been born at the Kansas City Zoo.

Their eggs were flown in from 
SeaWorld San Diego and hatched in 
incubators in Kansas City, the zoo an-
nounced Tuesday. It is the first time in 
the zoo's 110-year history that it has 
been home to this species of penguin. 

Zookeepers are raising the chicks 
by hand, which includes giving each 

of them up to six feedings a day of a 
mixture of herring, krill and vitamins. 

The food is working, as the chicks 
continue to gain weight, the zoo said. 
They averaged only 3.25 ounces (92 
grams) at birth but are gaining 10% to 
15% of their body weight every day. 
They'll eventually grow to be about 10 
pounds (4.5 kilograms) and 2 feet (60 
centimeters) tall.

The chicks are hidden from the 

public, for now, but are expected to 
join the general exhibit in the next few 
weeks.

Macaroni penguins are listed as 
vulnerable to extinction. They get their 
name from the bright yellow crest of 
feathers they'll eventually grow above 
their eyes because in the 18th century, 
a gentleman who wore flashy feathers 
in his cap was known as a "macaroni," 
the zoo said. 

8 macaroni penguins 
hatch at Kansas City Zoo

LAWRENCE, Kan. (AP) — Pros-
ecutors have dropped false reporting 
charges against two more women who 
reported being sexually assaulted in 
Lawrence, as questions swirl around the 
handling of such investigations in the 
college town.

The cases involve one woman who 
said she was raped and another who 
said she was the victim of domestic vio-
lence, The Kansas City Star reports. The 
newspaper inquired about false report-
ing charges after Douglas County Dis-
trict Attorney Charles Branson dropped  
charges in October against another 
woman, a University of Kansas student, 
who said she had been raped by a friend 
of her ex-boyfriend. 

Branson noted that he feared public-
ity surrounding the October case could 
discourage sexual assault victims from 
coming forward.

He initially said the woman was 
vengeful and had fabricated her attack 
out of regret. Police interpreted texts on 
her phone as acknowledgement that the 
sex was consensual, according to court 
records. However, the woman's attor-
neys argued in court documents that her 
text messages made light of what hap-
pened because she wasn't yet able to ad-
mit she had been raped.

"I think that the charging of the po-
tential false report cases is more telling 
of systemic problems in Lawrence," ac-

cording to that woman. The Star doesn't 
name alleged victims of sexual assault.

The other two cases that were 
dropped have yet to be heard in open 
court, so few details were available. 
Both case were filed after January 2018. 
The defense attorneys in those cases ei-
ther declined to comment or The Star 
could not reach them.

University of Kansas law professor 
Suzanne Valdez, who is also president of 
the University Senate and a special pros-
ecutor in Wyandotte County, said she 
does not believe there is a safe place in 
Lawrence where she can send students 
who come to her reporting assault.

"Women aren't safe here," Valdez 
said. "Police aren't protecting women, 
the DA's not protecting women."

Lawrence police disagreed.
"The  Lawrence Police Department 

takes alleged crimes of a sexual nature 
very seriously," spokeswoman Amy 
Rhoads wrote in an email. The depart-
ment, she wrote, "is firmly committed to 
assisting the survivors of sexual assault."

In 2018, Lawrence police made an 
arrest in 13.8% of reported rape cases, 
according to the Kansas Bureau of In-
vestigation. That was almost 1% below 
the statewide average, but an improve-
ment from the previous two years when 
fewer than 5% led to an arrest.

Nationwide, the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics found in a 2017 survey that 

about 20% of reported sexual assaults 
led to an arrest.

Branson says charging those who 
make false reports is a necessary step to 
avoid wrongful convictions.

"We know sometimes innocent peo-
ple get convicted. And when we find in-
stances of cases where we believe that 
somebody has made a false report that 
could have horrendous consequences 
to another party, we have to take those 
things very seriously," Branson said.

But Tricia Bushnell, director of the 
Midwest Innocence Project, said very 
few wrongful convictions come from 
false reporting. They are more likely to 
come from inaccurate eyewitness ac-
counts.

"If the concern is that a false report 
could lead to a false conviction, that's 
just wrong," she said.

Kim Lonsway, research director at 
End Violence Against Women Inter-
national, said false report cases should 
rarely be pursued. Even if a person has 
lied, prosecutors must weigh whether 
charges are in the public interest.

"Often the motivation for those in-
vestigating and prosecuting these, it's 
kind of an emotion-driven process rather 
than a resource question or is this good 
for the community question," Lonsway 
said.

"Nobody likes being lied to or feel-
ing that they've been lied to," she said.

2 more false reporting cases 
dropped in Kansas college town



December 11, 2019                              Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 35



December 11, 2019 Page 36Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — A former 
Wichita police officer who wounded 
a 9-year-old girl when he fired at her 
family's dog is immune from criminal 
prosecution and can't be sued, a judge 
ruled.

Judge Kevin O'Connor issued his 
ruling last month in Dexter Betts's case, 
although it wasn't available in public 
court records until Friday. The Sedg-
wick County district attorney's office 
filed a notice of appeal, The Wichita 
Eagle reported.

Betts had been charged  with ag-

gravated battery in the Dec. 30, 2017, 
shooting in which a bullet fragment ric-
ocheted off the floor and hit the girl. Of-
ficers went to the family's home when 
the girl's mother reported her husband 
was threatening to hurt himself.

The family's attorney says the dog 
only went up to the officer and barked. 
The girl and dog were not seriously in-
jured.

Betts's lawyer asked the judge to 
dismiss the case, arguing that he had 
legally fired his weapon in self-defense 
and was entitled to immunity.

Prosecutors wrote in court filings 
that it was ''not reasonable under the 
circumstances to fire twice without a 
clear background, with a child in the 
line of fire, a few feet away, at a dog 
the officer already knew was present.''

The Kansas criminal liability laws 
state that a person is immune if the use 
of force is determined to be justified.

O'Connor wrote that the girl's in-
juries were ''certainly unfortunate and 
regrettable," but that prosecutors had 
failed to show that Betts' use of force 
wasn't justified.

Judge sides with ex-officer 
in dog shooting, child injury

Given the dire air quality, work-
ers should not be forced to toil on out-
door job sites while the haze persists, 
said Unions NSW's assistant secretary, 
Thomas Costa.

"Toxicity is very, very high," Costa 
said. 

Winds from the north were pushing 
the smoke into the city, overpowering 
coastal breezes. Forecasts showed the 
wind would likely clear the air some-
what but also will fan the brush fires. 

Australia's fire season normally 
peaks during the summer in the South-
ern Hemisphere. It started early this year 
after an unusually dry and warm winter. 
Last month, authorities reported more 
than 50 wildfires burning mainly in 
northern New South Wales. 

Sydney choked by hazardous 
haze from Australia bush fires 

SYDNEY (AP) — Wildfires en-
gulfed the Australian city of Sydney on 
Tuesday in haze so thick in some plac-
es it was 11 times worse than the level 
considered "hazardous," and was apt to 
trigger fire alarms. 

The city canceled ferries and some 
offices in the downtown area were evac-
uated. 

Local health officials advised people 
to stay indoors as much as possible and 
those with heart and lung problems were 
told to avoid all outdoor activity. 

"The smoke here in Sydney is ex-
tremely bad today, it is some of the worst 
air quality we've seen," Richard Broome 
of New South Wales Health told report-

ers.
"We are just urging people once 

again to take these (conditions) serious-
ly," Broome said.

Ambulances have been answering 
dozens of respiratory-related calls a day, 
said the head of NSW Ambulance, Brent 
Armitage. 

Sydney Trains warned that fire 
alarms at train stations might be set off 
by the thick smoke drifting into the city 
from fires ringing Sydney. 

The regional environmental depart-
ment said the air quality index, or AQI, 
in some parts of the city was more than 
11 times the 200 reading considered haz-
ardous. 
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By Janie Har
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Tired 

of San Francisco streets being used as a 
testing ground for the latest delivery tech-
nology and transportation apps, city lead-
ers are now requiring businesses to get 
permits before trying out new high-tech 
ideas in public. 

Supporters of the legislation, which 
the Board of Supervisors unanimous-
ly approved Tuesday, say it is the first 
of its kind in the U.S. They say it's long 
overdue in a city that's a hub for major 
tech companies but is more accustomed 
to reacting to the sudden arrival of new 
technology — like hundreds of dockless 
electric scooters that appeared overnight 
last year. 

The e-scooter trend has led to com-
plaints from people in cities across the 
country.

The tech industry has showered San 
Francisco with high-paying jobs and ce-
mented its reputation as a place for big 
ideas, but the success of home-grown 
companies Airbnb, Lyft and Uber has 
vexed some residents as streets have be-
come more congested and the housing 
shortage has worsened. 

"I support innovation and technology, 
but our residents are not guinea pigs, and 
our public infrastructure is not a free-for-
all," said Norman Yee, president of the 
Board of Supervisors who introduced the 
legislation. 

The Office of Emerging Technology 
will serve as a one-stop shop for entrepre-
neurs who want to test their products in 
San Francisco's public space. Companies 
will not be allowed to experiment unless 
the office declares the tech in question a 
"net public good." 

It's not clear how criteria will be used 
to evaluate proposals, but companies that 
share data, ensure public safety and priva-
cy when testing, and promote job creation 
would fare better than those that don't. 

The office will have oversight over 
new technology launched on, above or 
below city property or on public right-
of-ways, but the legislation does not spell 
out all the possible technologies the office 
would oversee.

Yee said hoverboards, delivery drones 
and data-gathering devices on sidewalks 
or other public infrastructure would be 
subject to regulation. He's even heard of a 
business that wants to promote low-tech 
pogo sticks as transportation. The con-
cept makes him shudder. 

"Can you imagine?" Yee said. "Let's 
put a stop to that before they drop 10,000 
pogo sticks into the city." 

Local officials have a duty to protect 
public infrastructure and to send the mes-
sage that public space is "not the Wild 
West" for anyone with coding skills and 
a neat idea, said Aaron Klein, a fellow in 
economic studies at the Brookings Insti-
tution, a public policy think tank.

"On the other hand, too much lo-
cal control and too many hoops to jump 
through can be easily manipulated by 
vested interests to fight advancement," he 
said. 

San Francisco political strategist Jon 
Golinger says it's time that City Hall took 
control after nearly a decade of political 
leaders allowing businesses free rein. The 
lenience made some people wealthy but 
didn't provide enough public good to a 
city with skyrocketing housing prices, 
growing homelessness and widening in-
come inequality.

"It had a detrimental and lasting effect 
on the quality of life and the health of our 
city," he said. 

For instance, San Francisco did not 
start regulating Airbnb until 2014, years 
after the company started advertising 
short-term rentals despite a city law that 
prohibited such stays. Officials also are 
tangling with Uber and Lyft over con-
gestion, user data and driver pay, among 
other issues. 

Transportation companies like those 
ride-hailing services are overseen by the 
state so could not be regulated by the city 
office, says Erica Maybaum, an aide to 
Yee. It also would not regulate a service 
like Airbnb because that involves a pri-
vate platform and private properties, she 
said.

The Silicon Valley Leadership Group, 
founded by David Packard of Hewl-
ett-Packard, objects to the permitting re-
quirement, saying it would stifle innova-
tion and burden business. 

But the legislation has the backing of 
sf.citi, a tech association founded by an-
gel investor Ron Conway, who's a long-
time nemesis of advocates of stricter reg-
ulation. 

"We believe that the supervisor's ap-
proach of working with — rather than 
against — industry to build legislation is 
the kind of leadership this city needs to 
be successful," said Jennifer Stojkovic, 
sf.citi's executive director. 

Vikrum Aiyer, vice president of pub-
lic policy at food delivery service Post-
mates and a member of the work group 
that crafted the legislation, said at a pub-
lic hearing last month that the days of 
public-private head-butting are over. 

"This is an era in which government 
needs to build empathy for technology, 
and technology companies must build 
more empathy for government," he said.

Yee came up with the idea for reg-
ulation nearly two years ago, after he 
successfully passed legislation requiring 
companies to get permits to test delivery 
robots. The idea gained more urgency 
after hundreds of dockless scooters ap-
peared on city sidewalks in 2018, provid-
ing a fun ride for some but irritation for 
others forced to weave around them. 

The city moved to ban the scooters 
until officials could regulate them. 

Testing tech ideas in public? 
San Francisco says get permit
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By Kate Brumback
ATLANTA (AP) — After a bomb 

exploded in a downtown Atlanta park 
midway through the 1996 Olympics, a 
security guard initially cast as a hero was 
recast as a villain virtually overnight. 
More than 20 years later, a movie to be 
released later this week, "Richard Jew-
ell," explores the roles played by law en-
forcement and the media in the guard's 
ordeal.

Now the movie is drawing its own 
share of criticism.

Kevin Riley, the current editor of 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, is dis-
puting the film's depiction of the news-
paper's reporting and decision-making 
processes, especially the portrayal of 
reporter Kathy Scruggs, who the movie 
implies traded sex with an FBI agent for 
a tip on the story. 

In an  op-ed, Riley wrote that there's 
no evidence Scruggs committed the 
breach of journalistic ethics implied in 
the movie and disputed implications that 
the newspaper's reporting was sloppy. 

In an interview with The Associat-
ed Press, director Clint Eastwood dis-
missed the criticism of his movie, which 
is based on a 1997 Vanity Fair article by 
Marie Brenner, by saying the paper like-
ly is looking to "rationalize" its actions.

Jewell's saga began on July 27, 1996, 

when he spotted an abandoned back-
pack during a concert in Centennial 
Olympic Park shortly before 1 a.m. and 
helped clear the area as federal agents 
determined it contained a bomb. The 
explosion about 20 minutes later killed 
44-year-old Alice Hawthorne of Albany, 
Georgia, and injured 111 people, some 
of them seriously. A Turkish television 
cameraman died after suffering a heart 
attack while running to film the explo-
sion's aftermath.

Jewell, who likely helped prevent 
many more casualties, was initially 
hailed as a hero but a few days later was 
reported to be the focus of the FBI inves-
tigation, and the public quickly turned 
on him.

The park reopened within days, the 
games continued and Jewell was pub-
licly cleared three months later. But he 
grappled with the fallout for the rest of 
his life, and Atlanta lived with the fear 
and unease of a bomber still at large.

A new book, "The Suspect," attempts 
to bring clarity to the aftermath of the 
bombing. Its authors were in the thick of 
it: Kent Alexander was the U.S. attorney 
in Atlanta when the bombing happened 
and Kevin Salwen led The Wall Street 
Journal's southeastern section. 

In the frantic days after the bombing, 
Scruggs confirmed with law enforce-

ment sources that the FBI was focusing 
on Jewell. The paper published that in-
formation three days after the explosion 
and scores of reporters descended on the 
apartment complex where Jewell lived 
with his mother, leaving them feeling as 
if they were under siege for months.

Jewell had made clear his dream of 
working in law enforcement and was 
endlessly mocked as an overzealous but 
bumbling wannabe cop.

It's easy to say in hindsight that the 
investigation focused too heavily on 
Jewell, Alexander said. But some of 
Jewell's actions and tips from people 
who knew him raised serious questions, 
the former prosecutor said. There was 
also the memory of a police officer at the 
1984 Olympics in Los Angeles who was 
celebrated for disarming a bomb until it 
emerged that he'd planted it.

Doubts about Jewell's guilt surfaced 
quickly, especially once it became clear 
he couldn't have made a 911 call report-
ing the bomb from a pay phone blocks 
away.

In late October 1996, Alexander took 
the unusual step of sending a letter to 
one of Jewell's attorneys saying Jewell 
was not a target of the investigation.

"His name had been so badly mud-
died and tarnished that it just seemed 
like we should do something, so I did," 
Alexander said.

That left authorities sifting through 
dozens of possible suspects — the actual 
bomber, anti-government extremist Eric 
Rudolph, not among them. Rudolph, 
who was behind two more bombs in At-
lanta in early 1997 and another in Ala-
bama in January 1998, was eventually 
captured in 2003 and pleaded guilty in 
2005.

The media frenzy surrounding Jew-
ell drew backlash, and the Journal-Con-
stitution was criticized for the "voice of 
God" style in its initial story, which car-
ried no attribution and left the origin of 
the information unclear.

Ron Martz, who shared a byline with 
Scruggs on the scoop, said questions and 
rumors swirled in the wake of the horrif-
ic attack and he saw it as a public service 

Newspaper criticizes film’s take 
on Olympic bombing coverage

 See Film  Page 48
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The 
Oklahoma Pardon and Parole Board's 
caseload has more than doubled this 
year thanks to the state's recent criminal 
justice reforms.

The board had 6,940 docketed cases 
this year, compared to 3,183 in 2018, 
according to information that board 
Executive Director Steven Bickley pre-
sented Monday during a board meeting 
in Oklahoma City.

Commutation cases saw the high-
est year-on-year increase, 426%, while 
pardon cases were up 76% and parole 
cases were up 39%.

Recent changes in how the state 
treats low-level offenses drove the in-
crease, The Oklahoman reported.

Administrativeparolewas created to 
streamline theparoleprocess for nonvi-
olent offenders who have served at least 
25% of their sentences and follow other 
eligibility requirements.

Another recent change driving the 
increase is the passage of a law this year 
that retroactively applied misdemeanor 
sentences for simple drug possession 
and low-level property crimes that state 
voters approved in 2016.

For November's initial docket, the 

board prioritized offenders who could 
be released right away under the new 
law. The governor last month granted 
parole for 462 nonviolent offenders. 

In January, the board is likely to 
consider additional possession crime 
cases affected by the new law, Bickley 
said

The next docket is likely to include 
cases of qualifying people who were 
admitted into the Department of Cor-
rections after July 31 and people who 
have discharged other crimes and are 
now serving time for just drug posses-
sion.

Oklahoma Pardon and Parole 
Board doubles caseload in 2019

By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Attor-

neys for Johnson & Johnson have ap-
pealed an Oklahoma judge's order for 
the company to pay $465 million to ad-
dress the state's opioid crisis.

The company argues in an appeal 
filed Monday that the judge misap-
plied the state's public nuisance laws 
in reaching his decision. The company 
also maintains that the award should be 
reduced by $355 million to offset pretri-
al settlements between the state and two 
other drugmakers.

"Without explanation, the court 
found Janssen liable for the entirety of 
a complex crisis implicating a multitude 
of criminal, governmental and medical 
actors," attorneys wrote in a summary of 
the case. Janssen is the company's phar-
maceutical subsidiary.

The state of Oklahoma also plans to 
appeal the judge's order, arguing that the 

$465 million it was awarded would only 
cover one year of its cleanup plan. The 
state has until Monday to file its appeal.

During the trial, state experts testi-
fied that it would cost about $17.5 bil-
lion over 30 years to abate the state's 
opioid crisis. Attorneys for Johnson & 
Johnson maintain that figure is wildly 
inflated.

At the trial, the judge ruled that 
Johnson & Johnson and its subsidiaries 
helped fuel the opioid crisis by using an 
aggressive and misleading marketing 
campaign that understated the addiction 
risk of opioids and overstated their ef-
fectiveness in treating chronic pain. 

Among the brands of opioid drugs 
the company produced and marketed 
were Duragesic, Ultram, Ultracet, Nu-
cynta and Tylox. The company also 
owned two subsidiaries that produced 
much of the raw opium that other manu-
facturers used to make opioids.

Johnson & Johnson appeals 
Oklahoma judge’s opioid ruling
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REINDEER ROCK – South Barber’s fifth and sixth graders obviously have a blast performing “Reindeer Rock” at 
their Winter Concert. Their vocal director, Cathy Cox, is also having fun leading them in the rap. Accompanist Nikki 
Brattin receives only high praise from everyone for her keyboard talents and accompanying all the vocalists at the 
Christmas concerts. Students shown are (from left, back) Tess Dunn, Brantlee Fox, Colton Richey, Dillon Luper, Tril-

bey Dorsey and Rose Thompson; (middle) Ethan Mader (sort of hidden), Leah 
Rosenberger, Braelyn Durham, Lily Schurter, Dayton Masters, Laura Brown 
and Cort Blunk; (third row) Malinda Sanpaka; Noah Allen, Kaleb Carwile, 
Danielle MacKinney, Fiona Walz, Garen Cantrell, Brayden Duvall and Paxton 
Clark; (front) Joshua MacKinney, Lydia Sciara, Lily Dunham, Angel Stewart, 
Kenslea Schupbach, Anessa Courson, Abigail Scoughton and Reignie Coggins. 
Photo by Yvonne Miller
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Commissioner John Smiley said a creek in District 3 
moved into a new channel due to heavy rain. It is now causing 
damage to a road. The commissioners voted to approve the 
district working outside the right of way to divert drainage 
away from the road and back to the original creek channel. 
The landowner is agreeable to the project. The area in question 
is in the northwest corner of Section 9, Township 25N, Range 
16W.

The commissioners approved an inventory resolution to 
declare some printers and monitors as surplus and to junk 
them. 

They approved a claim for ODOT for $800 assigned to 
Pinnacle Consulting Management Group, Inc. It is for the 
Green Leaf Creek project for services ending Oct. 31. Hamil 
said it was for acquisition of right of way in the area of County 
Road 370 north of the fire station.

The commissioners approved monthly reports. The 
assessor’s office had collections of $287.00. The county clerk 
reported $10,787.75 in collections. The court clerk’s office 
has a balance of $105,974.31. The health department had 
collections of $437.07. The treasurer’s office has a balance of 
$29,223.28, and the election board has a balance of $4,470.98. 

The commissioners also approved longevity payroll, 
warrants, claims and blanket purchase orders.

From Page 12 Director
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and FICA so forth are factored in, will be 
$25,488.

The board went into executive session 
to provide Superintendent Weber with his 
evaluation. Board president Morris said 
after the meeting that the board had decided 
last year to do more frequent evaluations 
so that any potential problems could be 
identified early and addressed before they 
grew into big problems. Board members 
each filled out a seven-page questionnaire 
covering a wide range of aspects of the 
superintendent’s performance over the past 
few months. During the executive session, 
they presented the completed questionnaires 
to Weber. Morris said the content of the 
evaluation would not be released to the 
public because personnel issues are private, 
as provided in state law. 

And the board approved the consent 
agenda, consisting of the Nov. 11 meeting 
minutes; treasurer’s report; encumbrances 
and warrants for the general, building, and 
child nutrition funds; and activity fund 
expenditures.

Present were board members Shane 
Morris, Robert Babcock and Shan Wilson, 
along with Interim Superintendent Bryant 
Weber and minutes clerk Patricia Dauphin. 
Phil Kirkpatrick was absent.

From Page 8 

Freedom

to let people know where the investiga-
tion stood. 

Scruggs had solid sources and the 
story had been through several editors, 
Martz said. Editors even had him take 
the highly unusual step of reading the 
entire story to an FBI spokesman to con-
firm that the information was correct and 
to make sure it wouldn't jeopardize the 
investigation.

But Martz said he regrets not push-
ing for clearer attribution on the original 
story, which could have spared the paper 
much grief with the addition of just five 
words: "according to law enforcement 
sources."

Once he was effectively cleared, 
Jewell's lawyers filed libel suits against 

numerous news outlets. Most settled, 
but the Journal-Constitution didn't. The 
legal battle continued for more than a 
decade, beyond Jewell's death in 2007 at 
age 44. The courts ultimately ruled the 
newspaper's stories weren't libelous be-
cause they were substantially true when 
published.

Criticism of the newspaper, and par-
ticularly Scruggs, was devastating to 
her, Martz said.

"She felt very hurt by the way she 
was being portrayed and the fact that 
this was to be the shining moment of her 
career and people were going after her 
personally to get at her professionally," 
he said.

Scruggs was a "wild child," loud, 
foul-mouthed and often provocative, 
Martz said, but she was also relentless, 
hard-nosed and one of the best reporters 
he ever worked with. She died at 42 in 
2001 from an overdose of prescription 
drugs.

Eastwood defended the depiction of 
Scruggs, saying he'd "read a lot of mate-
rial" on her that seemed to "corroborate 
the fact that she was somewhat on the 
wild side." He also said the news media 
sometimes rushes because of competi-
tion to be first, and "they pull the trigger 
before they're dialed in."

In a letter sent Monday to Eastwood, 
a Warner Brothers lawyer and others, 
a lawyer for the newspaper demands a 
public statement that dramatization was 
used in the film's portrayal of events and 

characters, and asks that a "prominent 
disclaimer" to that effect be added to the 
film.

"It is highly ironic that a film pur-
porting to tell a tragic story of how the 
reputation of an FBI suspect was griev-
ously tarnished appears bent on a path 
to severely tarnish the reputation of the 
AJC," lawyer Martin Singer wrote.

Warner Brothers fired back, saying 
that the newspaper's claims are baseless, 
that the film seeks to confirm Jewell's in-
nocence and restore his name.

"It is unfortunate and the ultimate 
irony that the Atlanta Journal Constitu-
tion, having been a part of the rush to 
judgment of Richard Jewell, is now try-
ing to malign our filmmakers and cast," 
the studio wrote in a statement.

From Page 40 Film
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
Found

2 Kittens. White Male with 
black spots and tail. White 
Female with gray spots and 
tail. 580-461-0565
@AAHEAD – Employment

Help Wanted
Full-Time LPN. Buffalo 
Family Health Clinic. Must 
have a current license with the 
Oklahoma Board of Nursing. 
Contact Shawna Herd, Office 
Manager at 580-735-2911, ext 
104

Farm Supplies
For Sale

Alfalfa Hay. Horse Quality. 
Small square and round bales. 
Could deliver. 580-829-1866 
or 405-612-4488

Hay for Sale
Ozark Bermuda grass hay. 
Round bales (net wrapped). 
This hay is clean & put up right, 
forage analysis has been run, 
crude protein 8.5% & TDN 
60.2%. Call Mike Stevens 580-
430-7597 or 580-327-2133

Hay for Sale
Grass round bales. $45/bale. 
18 miles W of Alva. 580-748-
0873

Garage Sales
Huge Inside Estate Sale

Sat 9am-5pm. Building across 
from Bell Hotel. Furniture, 
exercise equip. lamps, dishes, 
silverware, small kitchen 
appliances, beautiful framed 
art, books, toys, old doors, 
large dog crate, desk, bedding, 
Army trunk, man cave bar,new 
items added, trampoline and so 
much more

Miscellaneous
Firewood for Sale

Call Kyle 580-748-4064
Real Estate
For Rent

1bdrm 1bth duplex, bills paid. 
$575/month. $500/deposit. 
580-515-8280 call or text

House for Rent
2bdrm, 1bth, fenced in yard, 1 
car garage. 915 Church, Alva. 
580-748-1299
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 852 page 22: Robert 

Owen Campbell and Julia 
Michele Campbell, trustees of the 
Campbell Family Trust, convey 
unto Goodno Family Legacy, 
LLC – series 1. A tract of land 
situated in the northwest quarter 
of section 31, township 24, range 
12 West of the I.B. & M, Alfalfa 
County, State of Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 81: Carmen 
Roundup Club, aka The Carmen 
T-5 Roundup Club, conveys unto 
Judy Elliott. Lot 19 and lot 20, in 
block 29, in the Original Town of 
Carmen. Quit claim deed.

Book 852 page 77: PreDetta 
Marie Seachris, a single person; 
Constrance Leora Roberts, a 
single person; and Cloyd Allan 
Seachris, a single person, convey 
unto Ferrell Rentals, LLC. Surface 
rights only in and to all of lot 1, 
block 1, Frazee’s Addition to the 
City of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
State of Oklahoma. General 
warranty deed.

Book 852 page 111: Juan 
A. Montalvo, a single person, 
and Juan Jose Montalvo. The 
northwest quarter of section 30, 
township 25 north, range 11, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 310: W. G. 
Tucker, II and Pamela Tucker, 
husband and wife; W. G. Tucker 
III and Janelle Tucker; Jennifer 
B. Tucker, a single person; and 
William Patton Tucker and 
Karsyn Tucker, husband and 
wife, convey unto Troyce Denee 
Tucker. A tract of land located in 
the southwest quarter of section 
9, township 25 north, range 9 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 

Warranty deed.
Book 852 page 343: Roach 

Farm and Cattle LLC conveys 
unto Kenneth L. Fellers, trustee of 
the Kenneth L. Fellers Revocable 
Trust. Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of 
section 8. Township 27, range 10 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 363: Nicole 
Allison, a widow, conveys unto 
Clay Cooper Cudmore and Hailey 
Elizabeth Cudmore, as joint 
tenants. Lots 1 and 2 and the east 
half of the northwest quarter, also 
described as the northwest quarter 
of section 31, township 27 north, 
range 10, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 852 page 1: Robert Carl 

Hill and Natalie Jean Hill, husband 
and wife, to Communication 
Federal Credit Union. All of lot 4 
and the east half of lot 5, in block 
1, Springer Addition to the Town 
of Burlington, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $15,000.00.

Book 852 page 251: John 
Koehn and Gayla Koehn, to Cleo 
State Bank. Lot 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
block 57, First Addition to Aline, 
Oklahoma. Note: $46,700.10.

Book 852 page 312: Troyce 
Denee Tucker and Christopher 
M, Tucker, wife and husband, 
to Great Plains National Bank. 
A tract of land located in the 
southwest quarter of section 9, 
township 25 north, range 9 WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$134,656.00.

Book 852 page 351: Merry 
Noel Gaff, as Trustee on behalf 
of the merry N. Gaff Living trust. 
Lots 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, block 44, 
Town of Goltry, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $38,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions
explained he anticipates USD #255’s insurance rates to increase 
by about 10 percent. For example, the school is paying about 
$22,000 annually on worker’s comp insurance and Miller said 
what Conrade offers could save $10,000.

The insurance renewal date is in January. “I’m looking to save 
money and offset some of the cost,”  Miller said. “My job is to be 
proactive and save the taxpayer money.” 

Career Tech Education Presentation
School Counsel Jessica Chegwidden and Shaffer made a 

presentation to the board regarding Career Tech “CT” Education. 
They are reassessing their pathways as they are going to teach this. 
The purpose is to steer students in the right direction of hands-on 
careers with technical training such as offered at Northwest Tech 
in Alva. 

Chegwidden explained there are 16 career clusters and 36 
pathways. There are required courses for each CTE Pathway. Each 
CTE teacher has Smart Goals and an application to complete. 
South Barber is working diligently to make sure their students are 
prepared for the future with a career in mind. 

Administrators Report, Success of After School Snack 
Program

Dr. Miller said that Scheck shared exciting news about the 
newly implemented after-school snack program available to 
all students at no cost. This is a federally reimbursed program 
because of the percentage of free and reduced lunch percentage 
of USD#255. 

In just over a three-week period, 944 snacks have been served 
at the elementary school. The superintendent said that allows him 
to estimate 1200 of the snack meals can be served monthly. This 
is exciting because it means that students who don’t know where 
their next meal will come from besides at school will have a little 
something extra. 

The superintendent said the State Board of Education and the 
Kansas State Department of Education, presented USD 255 South 
Barber the following recognition for the 2019-2020 school year: 
Academically Prepared for Postsecondary Success: Copper.

He thanked vocal director Cathy Cox and band director Jill 
Daughhetee for their outstanding music concerts. 

The superintendent thanked students for helping stamp out 
starvation at SB 7 - 12 as they packaged food to send relief to 
Haiti - 23,170 meals were boxed up.

Finals testing at the high school is Dec. 18 and 19. 
Regarding the FFA, Mr. Hutson said to contact him to purchase 

additional Blue/Gold Sausage. 
The South Barber Junior High Tornados went 2-1 to take 5th 

place at the Cherokee Basketball Tournament. 
The mini-cheer clinic performance is next Tuesday, December 

17 at the high school basketball games. 
School Dismisses December 20 at 1 p.m., for Christmas Break. 

From Page 6 Barber
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier will 
not intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If it 
appears in the courthouse public 
records, it will appear in this 
newspaper.

Civil Filings
Portfolio Recovery 

Associates, Norfolk, Virginia, 
vs. Patricia Ozine King, 
Cherokee: indebtedness. 
($239.14)

Small Claim Filings
Kelly Wayne Sallee, Jet, vs. 

Oklahoma Tax Commission, 
Oklahoma City: lost title. ($68)

Divorce Filings
Joshua Caleb Atchley 

vs. Heather Dawn Actchely, 
Helena: divorce. ($262.14)

Traffic Stop Filings
Kendall Blaine Arganbright, 

Cherokee, has been cited for 
failure to stop at a stop sign. 
($125)

The following individuals 
were cited for speeding:

Warren Dean Hughes, 
Carmen, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Robert Donald Gifford, 
Oklahoma City, has been cited 
for speeding 15 mph over the 
speed limit. ($264)

Maverick Garrett Gose, 
Seiling, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

 Alfalfa County 
court filings

Real Estate Transactions
Book 852 page 372: Lonnie 

Polson and Ruth N. Polson 
convey unto Brad Ragains. The 
north of the northeast quarter 
of section 27, township 29 
north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Mortgages
Book 852 page 365: 

Clay Cooper Cudmore and 
Hailey Elizabeth Cudmore, 
to Farm Service Agency. Lots 

1 and 2 and the east half of 
the northwest quarter, also 
described as the northwest 
quarter of section 31, township 
27 north, range 10, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Note: $274,000.00.

Book 852 page 462: Lynetta 
Cressler and Ross Cressler, to 
Community Bank. The north 
half of the northwest quarter of 
section 35, township 27 north, 
range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $20,500.00.

Alfalfa County 
real estate
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
open for games and other activities. 
Exercise is scheduled each day at 11 
a.m. Transportation provided upon re-
quest.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
open for games and other activities. 
Exercise is scheduled each day at 11 
a.m. Transportation provided upon re-
quest.

Noon Alva Rotary Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 P.M. Woods County Democrats 
meet the second Thursday of the month 
at Cancun Grill in Alva.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Thursday.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 1027 8th (Wesley House). 
Also Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Tuesday, December 3, 2019
During this day there were one traffic 

stop.
3:25 p.m. – Report of a residence alarm 

in Carmen that went off. All was okay.
5:23 p.m. – Caller advised someone had 

hit his mailbox on the highway. Advised 
there were skid marks on the road.

Wednesday, December 4, 2019
During this day there were one civil 

papers served, one controlled burn and one 
report of cattle out.

7:25 a.m. – Caller reported a 
suspicious person standing at the north 
end of the airport smoking. Officer advised 
everything was okay.

8:58 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 
that had fallen several times.

9:03 a.m. – Medic needed for a female.
3:01 p.m. – Report of dogs loose on 

Third Street and Kansas.
6:15 p.m. – Medic needed for a male in 

the 400 block of Texas.
7:48 p.m. – Report of a dog going after 

their chickens.
Thursday, December 5, 2019

During this day there were six traffic 
stops.

12:34 a.m. – Caller advised the dentist 
office back door was wide open. Officer 
advised the building secure.

11:14 p.m. – Medic needed at James 
Crabtree Correctional Center for a male 
with an embolism. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

1:36 p.m. – Medic needed at County 
Road 720 and Highway 11 for a woman 
who ran off the road in her white SUV. 
Medic advised no patient was on scene.

8:42 p.m. – Caller advised they hit 
a deer south of the junction of highways 
58/45. Advised the deer is still alive.

Friday, December 6, 2019
During this day there were three traffic 

stops and one civil papers served.
10:04 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 

with a severe nose bleed. Medic took 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

4:18 p.m. – Reporting party advised 
of possible fraudulent charges on his bank 
account.

4:32 p.m. – Medic needed for a male in 
the 400 block of 7th Street. Medic took the 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

Saturday, December 7, 2019
During this day there was one report of 

cattle out.
1:06 p.m. – Report of a dog loose on 

Fairoaks.
Sunday, December 8, 2019

During this day there were one traffic 
stop.

9:35 a.m. – Report of a two-car wreck 
at Third Street and Hinkley in Helena.

11:49 a.m. – Residential alarm went off 
on Highway 8.

12:58 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 
having trouble breathing. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
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December 2, 2019
Barber County Sheriff’s Office 

(BASO) responded to a medical alarm on 
Pinto Road.

BASO responded to a non-injury 
accident on U.S. Highway 160.

BASO assisted a motorist on U.S. 
Highway 160.

BASO responded to a non-injury 
accident on Gyp Hill Road.

Medicine Lodge Police Department 
(MLPD) responded to an incident on W. 
Fowler Avenue.

MLPD and BASO responded to a 
domestic disturbance on N. Main Street.

December 3, 2019
BASO investigated a report of 

criminal threat in Hardtner.
Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) 

performed a VIN inspection.
MLPD performed a welfare check on 

N Iliff Street.
BASO responded to an animal call on 

U.S. Highway 281.
MLPD responded to a bank alarm on 

S Iliff Street.
MLPD and BASO responded to an 

animal call on N Iliff Street.
BASO responded to multiple EMS 

calls in Kiowa.
December 4, 2019

BASO responded to gun shot in 
Hardtner.

MLPD and BASO responded to North 
Cedar for traffic complaint.

BASO did a VIN inspection on U.S. 
Highway 160.

BASO did a welfare check on SE 
Bethel Road.

KWPD and BASO responded to 
criminal threat in Kiowa.

MLPD responded to a suspicious 
person on North Main Street.

MLPD responded to an open door on 
East Washington.

MLPD and BASO responded to a 
burglary on Orchard Street.

BASO did a welfare check on 
Choctaw Street.

December 5, 2019
MLPD responded to a burglary on 

North Main.
KWPD did a VIN inspection at the 

City Hall.
MLPD responded to a dog call on 

Currie Lane.
BASO responded to an accident on 

Tri City Road.
BASO responded to an accident at 

Elm Mills Road.

BASO responded to an accident on 
U.S. Highway 281 milemarker 31.

December 6, 2019
MLPD responded to a residential 

alarm on Main Street.
BASO responded to a non-injury 

accident on U.S. Highway 281.
BASO investigated a report of 

criminal threat in Hazelton.
BASO investigated a report of theft in 

Hazelton.
KWPD responded to a report of a 

reckless driver on Kansas Highway 2.
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

report of a reckless driver on N Iliff Street.
BASO assisted a motorist on U.S. 

Highway 281.
MLPD investigated a report of a 

suspicious vehicle on N. Iliff Street.
KWPD performed a VIN inspection.
KWPD and BASO responded to an 

incident on Drumm Street.
MLPD responded to a dog complaint 

on N Iliff Street.
MLPD investigated a juvenile 

complaint on Goodview Street.
MLPD investigated a juvenile 

complaint on W. Lincoln Avenue.
BASO responded to a request to speak 

to an officer in Hardtner.
BASO responded to a domestic 

disturbance in Hazelton.
December 7, 2019

BASO assisted a motorist on U.S. 
Highway 160.

BASO assisted in traffic control on 
U.S. Highway 281.

BASO performed a civil standby in 
Kiowa.

BASO responded to a report of cattle 
out in Hardtner.

BASO responded to a request to speak 
to an officer in Kiowa.

BASO responded to a grass fire on 
Seminary Street.

MLPD investigated a suspicious 
vehicle at the city park.

MLPD investigated a suspicious 
vehicle at the airport.

December 8, 2019
BASO and MLPD responded to a 

non-injury accident on U.S. Highway 
281.

BASO responded to a non-injury 
accident on U.S. Highway 281.

BASO responded to a report of cattle 
out in Hardtner.

BASO responded to an incident in 
Hardtner.

BASO investigated a report of theft in 

Hardtner.
BASO responded to a non-injury 

accident on U.S. Highway 160.
BASO responded to a report of cattle 

out in Sun City.
MLPD and BASO responded to an 

incident on S Oak Street.
BASO performed 19 traffic stops.

ARRESTS
December 3, 2019

John Patrick Arrum Lynch, Great 
Bend, W/M, 42. Charges: Warrant.

Teresa Jean Hargett, Medicine Lodge, 
W/F, 50. Charges: Disorderly conduct, 
cruelty to animals.

December 6, 2019
Aaron Lee Bridwell, Kiowa, W/M, 

39. Charges: Possession of marijuana, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
endangering a child.

Salsberry, Jason Eric, Hazelton, W/M, 
40. Charges: Possession of marijuana, 
domestic battery, criminal.

Fire/EMS
December 3, 2019

Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 
Drumm Street.

Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 
Main Street.

December 4, 2019
Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 

Miller Street.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on SE Bethel Road.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on North Walnut Street.
December 5, 2019

Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 
south Fourth Street.

Lake City Fire Department responded 
to a vehicle fire at the Scenic Overlook.

December 6, 2019
Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 

Main Street.
Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 

Main Street.
December 7, 2019

Kiowa EMS responded to a call at the 
Kiowa District Manor.

Lake City Fire Department responded 
to a grass fire on Seminary Street.

Isabel Fire Department responded to 
an injury accident on Kansas Highway 
42.

December 8, 2019
Kiowa EMS and Kiowa City Fire 

Department responded to a call at the 
Kiowa District Manor.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call on S. Oak Street

Barber County Sheriff’s Office logs
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