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Woods County Commissioners John Smiley (left) and Randy McMurphy (right) face off on redistricting Monday. In the
background Commission David Hamil studies a map while County Clerk Shelley Reed listens. Photo by Marione Martin

Woods County Commissioners
disagree 2-1 on redistricting
By Marione Martin
Voices were raised and tempers
flared during the Woods County
Commissioners
meeting
Monday
morning. The disagreement concerns
the redistricting of the county based on
2020 census figures.
Commissioner John Smiley brought
up his objection during the Nov. 10
meeting with Keana Swadley, GIS
analyst, as she explained changes to
equalize the population in the three
county districts. During the regular Nov.
15 commissioner meeting, Smiley again
raised the issue, and action was tabled
on the final redistricting resolution.
Since before he took office, Smiley
said, the number of road miles in each
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district has been has been out of whack.
Smiley’s District 3 in the southern part
of the county has the largest number
of miles, but he receives the same
amount of state money as each of the
other two commissioners. The proposed
redistricting would affect population but
not road miles since the changes were
made inside the Alva city limits. Alva
streets are maintained by the city.
On Monday, Nov. 22, the
commissioners again addressed the
redistricting issue. The state requires
county districts to have no more than
a five percent deviation in population,
which means Woods County districts
must be changed. The deadline for
finalizing the district lines is Nov. 30.
Smiley said he met with District
Attorney Chris Boring Friday for a
couple of hours. “He’s very concerned
with how we do it now,” Smiley said.
He indicated Boring is checking into it
further.
“I worked on some maps with that
Keana Swadley,” Smiley continued. “It
doesn’t change the population much. It
looks virtually the same as option 2 that
we had, but it does increase the road
miles. It doesn’t get them equal. I think
it leaves 43 miles difference. It brings
D-1 up to 452 miles. It brings D-2 up to

438, and I’m sitting at 509.”
He told David Hamil that his District
1 would pick up about 12 miles north of
Dacoma, which would “leave 29 miles
on the table.” His proposed change to
Randy McMurphy’s District 2 would
add about 50 miles and “leaves 29 on
the table for you.”
Smiley said Boring looked at the
option 2 map approved at the Nov.
10 meeting. He said Boring liked his
revised map better. “He was concerned
that we weren’t very close in our road
miles. That’s what he’s going to check
on,” said Smiley. “He liked that map
(Smiley’s revised proposal), but he said
it’s up to us.”
Smiley said he also sent his revised
map to Swadley who fine-tuned it in
Alva to equalize the population numbers
among the districts. However, she has
not sent it on to ODOT (Oklahoma
Department of Transportation) for
approval.
“That’s the option I’d like to do,”
Smiley said of his map. “I’d make that
motion.”
“I want to make the motion we table
it ‘cause I don’t like it,” said McMurphy
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Being thankful and positive
By Marione Martin
As Thanksgiving Day approaches,
our thoughts turn to thankfulness.
Although
there’s
some stress among
those preparing and
cooking the holiday
meal, it’s generally a
calm time for families
to gather and enjoy
being together.
My mother was a
worrier. At this time
of year, she would be
focused on cleaning
the house to prepare for guests, making
sure she had everything needed for
the meal and generally stressing about
everything. She would worry about the
safety of family members traveling and
hoping everything went just right. On
Thanksgiving Day she would worry that
everything tasted good and that everyone
had enough to eat. It was difficult for her
to relax and just enjoy the day.
I inherited some of that worried
attitude, which seemed normal to me. It
really annoyed my husband. Back before
cellphones, I would get upset if he returned
a hour or so later than expected from a
sports broadcasting trip. I’d ask why he
didn’t call to let me know he’d be late. He
told me if anything bad happened to him, I
would soon be notified. But if I didn’t hear
anything, it was all good.
Later both of us attended a Dale
Carnegie seminar on how to win friends
and influence people based on one of
Carnegie’s books. One of the lessons
was on worry. If you’re worried about
something, and you know exactly what
you’re worried about, ask yourself:
what’s the worst that can happen? Will
you get fired from your job? Will you
lose your house or car?

Once you accept the worst outcome,
you can calm down and see the worst
is not that bad. Will you be able to find
another job? Probably, since you’ve
managed to find and keep jobs before.
Once you accept the worst, you can
focus and plan for improving upon the
situation.
Since then I’ve relied on that technique
to stop worry in its tracks. It’s helped me to
have a more positive attitude.
We all much prefer associating with
someone who has a positive outlook on
life. But did you know there’s also a health
impact?
The Mayo Clinic website lists several
health benefits that positive thinking may
provide. These include:
• Increased life span
• Lower rates of depression
• Lower levels of distress
• Greater resistance to the common
cold
• Better psychological and physical
well-being
• Better cardiovascular health and
reduced risk of death from cardiovascular
disease
• Better coping skills during hardships
and times of stress
That’s quite a list of benefits if we can
just change our thoughts from negative
to positive. It’s also thought that positive
and optimistic people tend to live healthier
lifestyles – they get more physical activity,
follow a healthier diet and don’t smoke or
drink alcohol in excess.
The Mayo Clinic offers the following
to help identify negative attitudes and
thoughts:
• Filtering. You magnify the negative
aspects of a situation and filter out all of
the positive ones.
• Personalizing. When something
bad occurs, you automatically blame

yourself.
• Catastrophizing. You automatically
anticipate the worst.
• Polarizing. You see things only as
either good or bad.
To be more optimistic, identify
the areas of life that you usually think
negatively about, whether it’s work, a
relationship or your future. Then during
the day, check yourself periodically. Are
you thinking negatively? Other ways
to improve your outlook include being
open to humor, following a healthy
lifestyle, surrounding yourself with
positive people and practicing positive
self-talk. Don’t say anything to yourself
that you wouldn’t say to someone else.
When you think in a positive way,
you will be able to handle everyday
stress in a more constructive way.
I’m applying that positive attitude to
my mailbox situation. When I arrived
home about 10 p.m. Monday, I walked
to the curb to check for mail. I live
inside the city limits, but the post office
considers our area a rural route. My
mailbox is set on a post at the curb for
easy access by vehicle.
Apparently it was too close to the
street for someone. I found the mailbox
leaning about 15 degrees off vertical. The
door wouldn’t close properly because
the whole box was bent. Some paint on
the white mailbox indicates a possible
hit by a dark-colored vehicle or object.
The screws securing the wooden base
for the mailbox were exposed indicating
a fairly hard strike.
Guess I’ll be buying a new mailbox.
Getting the old one off and a new one
in place will be challenging for my skill
set. My son-in-law did a really good
job of securing the current one in place.
One way or another, I’ll handle it, and it
won’t ruin my day or week.
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Driver leads officers in chase
through Alva on three tires
By Marione Martin
Law enforcement officials were
still collecting information Monday
afternoon following a welfare check that
turned into a stolen vehicle chase from
Dacoma through Alva and ended several
miles to the west.
Woods County Undersheriff Keith
Dale said it all started with a report from
concerned family members in Enid.
They believed Mark Morrison Jr. was
not in his right mind and thought he had
shot himself. They said he was suicidal
and was in the Dacoma area where he
had family. It was later learned Morrison
had not shot himself.
Morrison’s vehicle was located at
County Road 500 and Coal, which is
southeast of Dacoma in Alfalfa County.
Both the driver’s side and passenger
windows had been shot out.
Then a vehicle was reported stolen in
the area by a suspect later identified as
Morrison. A Woods County deputy was

in the vicinity and began pursuit. The
driver went north on County Road 500
to the US-64/US-281 intersection where
an Oklahoma Highway Patrol (OHP)
trooper attempted a tactical maneuver to
stop him but was unsuccessful.
The pursuit of the vehicle continued
with Morrison going north on US-281
at the east end of Alva. Again an OHP
trooper attempted to stop him at the
river bridge. Dale said the trooper’s
vehicle crashed, but the stolen vehicle
had one tire blown out. That didn’t stop
Morrison, who drove back to US-64 and
continued through Alva heading west.
Continuing along the highway
driving on the rim of one wheel, the
vehicle started several grass fires. Finally
the vehicle itself caught fire and came to
a stop at US-64 and County Road 350.
Morrison exited through a window and
climbed on top of the vehicle, holding
his gun to his head.
Law enforcement officers were able

to talk Morrison into dropping the gun.
He came down from the vehicle roof
but headed toward a fence away from
officers. A police K9 was sent after him,
stopping him before he reached the
fence. Officers were able to subdue and
arrest Morrison.
Due to the report of a gunshot
wound, Air Evac had been contacted.
They landed on the highway west of
Alva at the scene. Morrison had been
burned and was taken to an Oklahoma
City hospital. Undersheriff Dale was
traveling to Oklahoma City Monday
afternoon to interview Morrison.
Dale said several law enforcement
vehicles were damaged during the
incident. He expressed the appreciation
of the Woods County Sheriff’s
Department for the participation of the
Alfalfa County Sherriff’s Department,
Waynoka Police and Alva Police as well
as the OHP. The Alva Fire Department
was also at the scene putting out fires.

Alfalfa County commissioners
hire Karen Parker for head
janitorial, maintenance position
By Stacy Sanborn
Commissioners
in
Alfalfa
County convened a brief executive
session Monday morning to discuss
employment for a head janitorial/
maintenance
position.
After
reconvening, Marvin Woodall, Jay
Hague and Mike Roach announced
the hiring of Karen Parker. She is due
to start at the first of the year. In the
interim, before the hiring of Parker,
county employee Jennifer Hensley
cleaned the courthouse and got high
praise from County Clerk Laneta
Schwerdtfeger and other Alfalfa
County officers.
In
the
open
session,
the
commissioners carried on with the
agenda. Woodall asked if there were
any public discussions, and fair board

member David Allen told the three
men that there had been a lot of drama
at the County Fairgrounds. He didn’t
detail what’s happened (except that
people have been overstepping their
bounds). Allen said he would like
to see something done about it and
emphasized that there have not been
problems like this in the past.
Next, the 2022 holiday, BOC
meeting and excise meeting schedules
received a revision. In their original
approval, Good Friday was accidentally
put as a Saturday. They also corrected
the schedule to include the Juneteenth
holiday.
After that, they opened the single
bid submitted (from Croft Country
Chevrolet) for a 2020 or newer pickup
truck for Assessor Jennifer Roach’s

office. (The Chevy Traverse the assessor
currently uses has too low a clearance
and doesn’t meet the office’s needs.)
Croft’s bid was for a four-wheel-drive
2021 Chevrolet Colorado to be leasepurchased. Without trading in the
current Chevy Traverse, the Colorado
was quoted at $32,604. With trade-in,
it was $24,105. The interest rate would
be 6.04 percent on a four-year note, and
the monthly payment would be $563.71.
The men decided to trade in the Traverse
and purchase the Colorado.
Officials signed off on the Estimate
of Needs for FY 21-22 and the financial
statement for FY 20-21, along with the
remainder of the budget spreadsheet.
Following those signatures, Mike Roach

See County Page 8
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Alva man charged in Alfalfa County
with lewd or indecent acts to a child

By Marione Martin
An Alva man has been charged in
Alfalfa County in incidents that took
place in 2018. On Nov. 17, Hunter Glen
Priest, 23, of Alva, was charged with
two counts of lewd or indecent acts to
a child, with soliciting sexual conduct
or communication with a minor by use
of technology and with violation of
Oklahoma statute via computer. All four
counts are felonies.
The first two are punishable by
imprisonment for three to 20 years. The
third is punishable by imprisonment up
to ten years or a fine up to $10,000, or
both. The fourth count is punishable by
imprisonment up to five years or by a
fine up to $5,000 or both imprisonment
and fine.
Court records show on Nov. 2 Alfalfa
County Sheriff Rick Wallace spoke on the
phone with Deputy Troy Vaughn of the
Harris County Sheriff’s Office in Houston,
Texas. Vaughn said he was investigating a
case and something occurred on Hughes
Road in Alfalfa County.
Vaughn was working a case involving
a juvenile female who disclosed in a
forensic interview that she had been
inappropriately touched by Priest while
at the Hughes Road address in Alfalfa
County. Vaughn said he would send
Wallace all of his investigation to review.
Charges could not be filed in Texas due
to the statute of limitations due to the
suspect being a juvenile at that time.
However, the offense in Alfalfa County

occurred after the offender was an adult.
According to the court affidavit,
the investigative report Sheriff Wallace
received from Texas on Nov. 11 indicated
that sexual assaults had been ongoing in
Texas since the girl was four years old.
When the 2018 incidents occurred, she
was approximately 12-13 years of age,
and Priest was approximately 19-20
years of age.
Sheriff Wallace spoke with the girl’s
mother by phone and with her permission
conducted an audio-recorded telephone
interview with her and the girl. The girl
said she was 13 when the alleged sexual
assaults occurred at the Alfalfa County
residence. She said Priest touched her
breast every day of the week from June
17 to June 24, 2018, and he watched her
in the shower one day.
After the interview, the girl’s mother
sent Wallace Snap Chat screenshots of
conversations between Priest and the
girl where he was asking the girl not to
tell because he could go to jail.

From Page 6

On Nov. 11 Sheriff Wallace and
District Attorney’s Investigator Steve
Tanio went to a residence in Alva and
spoke with Priest. He agreed to go to the
Woods County Courthouse and speak
with them.
At the courthouse in a post-Mirandawarning interview, Priest stated his Snap
Chat account name, which was the same
as that used in the screenshots sent from
Texas. He confirmed the location in
Alfalfa County and provided a written
statement that said, in part, “I want to
be the one to say I am truly sorry about
everything I have put you through over
the years. When it all originally started
I was young and stupid and thought it
was all OK but that was before I really
knew,” according to the affidavit.
Priest was placed under arrest and
transported to the Alfalfa County Jail to
be booked in.
His bond was set at $100,000, and
his initial appearance in court is set for
Nov. 24.

County

explained that he decided he wanted to
reject bids on the new bridge construction.
That bridge (No. 2257) is located at
CR N2580 and Lambert Blacktop. At a
previous meeting, Kremlin Welding was
awarded the construction bid, but Roach
said he is opting to cancel it and fix the
bridge issues rather than construct a new
one. He said he applied for a $20,000
grant from CED.
The last few items all received
approval. One item was for a private

property access easement in District
3 for the NW¼ of 4-23-11 for ditch
work and tree removal from the rightof-way. The other two were for project
agreements for bridges and approaches:
• District 1 for bridge and approaches
on NS 252 over Little Mule Creek –
Project No. J3-5415(004)RB and State
Job Piece No. 35415(04); and
• District 2 for bridge and approaches
on NS 2550 at 0315 for DDIR 0820-0201 – Project No. J3-5426(004)RB and
State Job Piece No. 35426(04).
The commissioners also reviewed
and approved the previous meeting’s
minutes, M&O payment warrants and
blanket purchase orders during the
session.
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Obituaries
MERON KAY HIGHFILL
Meron Kay Highfill Burleson went
home to her Lord on November 20,
2021. She will be cremated at her
request. There will be no memorial
service at this time. A private memorial
service to celebrate her life and going
home will be held at a later date.
Meron was born on January 2, 1942,
to Jack and Doris Lorene Highfill in
Leon, Kansas. She was Christian in
faith and was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Cherokee. She so
loved the Lord and would talk about
Him every chance she could. She
married the love of her life, Warren
Burleson, on June 30, 2011. Meron
loved her daughters and grandchildren
dearly. She was a faithful and dear
friend to many.
She is preceded in death by her
parents, Jack and Doris Lorene
Highfill; brothers, Toby Highfill, Tom
Highfill and Al Highfill, and sister,
Vickey Highfill.
Meron leaves behind her beloved
husband, Warren Burleson; daughters,
Diesta Harris and husband Jackie
(of Canton, Texas), Mollie Trent and
husband Tony (of Edgewood, Texas),
Gina Pekrul and husband Cam (of
Goltry, Oklahoma). She was Poppie to
eight grandchildren, Meagan Francis,
Todd Harris, Stephanie Chase, Austin
Harris, Jacob Pekrul, Jennifer Pekrul,
Mirabel Burleson and Landon Trent.
She had seven great-grandchildren,
Brady Francis, Lexi Francis, Jolie
Francis, Cooper Chase, Charlee Chase,
Clarke Trent, and Brodie Trent. She
also leaves behind her most precious
Daisy. She is also survived by sisters,
Jenny Newell and Bobbie Jewell;
brother, Boyde Highfill; and nieces
and nephews.
Cremation
arrangements
are
by Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of
Cherokee. Online concolences may be
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Circle of Love through the funeral
home.

Contact information
to place obituaries:
manager@alvareviewcourier.net
or 580-327-2200

VERETA JEAN McBRIDE
Vereta Green was born May 4, 1931,
to parents, Hugh and Mabel Green in
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Vereta grew
up on the family
farm in Carmen,
Oklahoma, with her
brothers,
Leland,
Vencil, and sister,
Donna.
Vereta attended
school at West Clay,
Lambert, and then
graduated
from
Carmen in 1948.
After graduation Vereta worked at the
Carmen Bank, which she really enjoyed
and always talked about in later years.
On April 14, 1955, Vereta married the
love of her life, Max McBride from
Aline. They moved out to “the ranch”
and began their legacy.
Vereta was very involved in
organizations and politics, helping
several times campaigning for some of
Hugh’s colleagues. Vereta was also one
of the original “Bellman Belles” and she
was a member of multiple organizations
such as Home Demonstration Club, FFA
Mothers Club, Women’s Republican
Club of Oklahoma, and she served as
President of the Home Welfare Club.
If you knew Vereta, you knew she
was all about “Family” as she was the
glue to many family gatherings, making
sure everyone felt welcome and everyone
was fed. Vereta opened her home to so
many relatives as a place to stay over the
years and always made sure her home
was a safe, welcoming place to be. A
note written by Vereta actually found on
her bulletin board this week said “My
family is my life!”
Vereta and Max had two children,
Paula and Marty. Her life revolved
around them and she absolutely loved
attending all the athletic contests
and stock shows they were in. When
grandchildren came along, she was
really in her element. Vereta was a loving
person, but one better not mess with the
grandkids, unless you wanted to hear
from Vereta! She attended thousands
of events over the years, especially
basketball, baseball and softball games.
Wherever they were, she was there. This
went hand in hand with something else
she loved to do with Max, and that was

traveling. Vereta and Max traveled all
over the United States and the world,
and she loved seeing and experiencing
new things. They went on countless
cruises, attended every National Finals
Rodeo for many years, and pulled travel
trailers across the country. One of her
favorite lifetime traveling memories was
when she and Max took the entire family
on a cruise trip through Alaska.
Vereta is survived by her husband,
Max of Aline; her brother, Vencil
Green and wife, Loreta of Carmen; her
daughter, Paula Baker and husband,
Kenneth of Aline; her son, Marty
McBride and wife, Colette of Stillwater;
grandchildren, Kyle Baker and wife,
Melanye of Ringwood, Kory Baker and
wife, Maggie of Ringwood, Brittany
Johnson and husband, Van of Balko,
Bethany Lanie and husband, Trent of
Wakita, Bailey Sneed and husband, Trey
of Stillwater, and Caleb McBride of
Tulsa; great grandchildren include Aaron
Baker, Hayden Baker, Eli Baker, Anna
Baker, and Nora Baker of Ringwood,
Zayden Lanie and Hattie Lanie of
Wakita, and Zoey Sneed of Stillwater, as
well as many nieces and nephews whom
she adored.
The McBride family would like to
thank the many, many loving caregivers
who gave Vereta so much care and
comfort over the years. Mary, Dalia and
Jaime seemed to have a special place in
Vereta’s heart.
Funeral service for Vereta were held
on Tuesday, November 23, 2021 at 1
p.m. at Cleo Springs First Christian
Church. Burial followed in Pleasant
Ridge Cemetery west and south of
Aline. Arrangements are by Lanman
Funeral Home, Inc. of Helena. Online
concolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.
Memorials
In continuance of Vereta’s caring
personality, she always wanted a special
viewing structure to be built for future
generations of families to be used and
enjoyed at the Pleasant Ridge Cemetery
in Aline. The family requests memorials
be made to Pleasant Ridge Cemetery
through the funeral home, and the
family will see that it is completed in
remembrance of Vereta.

See Obits Page 22
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Waynoka FFA Members — From
left (back row) Chad Blocker, Hunter
Durkee, Davin Budy, Sienna Whipple, Breya Beck; (front row) Makinze
Smith, Tayen Redgate, Lainey Seaman, Alivia Seaman, Marlie Pitts.

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Veterans Day

By Makinze Smith
The Waynoka FFA participated
in the Veterans Day Program held at
the Waynoka School’s multipurpose
building.
Both the FFA and FCCLA set up
and decorated tables for the attendees of
the Veterans Day breakfast and greeted

Aline-Cleo Junior High students received the Patriot’s Pen award from the Veterans of Foreign War of
the United States of America on Veterans Day. The
award was given in recognition for “Outstanding
Young Spokesperson of the Future.” Speaker Joe
Houk presented the awards to the students. Standing behind the students is Houk. From left (front
row) Jozlin Campbell – 3rd; Kaylee Springer – 2nd;
Christopher Chandler – 1st.

Page 12

veterans and community members who
attended the program. FFA chapter
President Lainey Seaman helped hand
out quilts that were generously made
and donated by Von Devine and Meryl
Kahoe. FFA chapter Vice President
Tayen Redgate recited the speech “How
Do We Earn It.”

Aline-Cleo High School students received the “Voice of Democracy” award from the Veterans of Foreign War of the United States
of America on Veterans Day. The award was given in recognition
for “Outstanding Spokesperson for Freedom.” Joe Houk, speaker, presented the awards to the students. From left: Karlie Thomas – 2nd; Austin Ramey – 3rd; Ashlei Cosper – 1st.
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Redistricting

shaking his head.
“I want to tell you my reasons right
here,” continued McMurphy. “In the last
three years I spent $1.6 million on rock
for my roads. You got the same amount
of money. You spent less than $700,000.
You had the opportunity to get FEMA
money that I estimate close to $500,000
you didn’t take.”
“I tried,” said Smiley.
“No you didn’t,” said McMurphy.
“David and I both got it. Both of those
are unfair to your people. The gross
production (oil and gas revenue) we split
with the majority of those horizontal
wells, maybe a major majority of them,
being in D-2 and D-1, and that money’s
been split. You took all the wind farm
money and no one said a thing. You’re
getting the gross production off of wells
in our district, and we’re getting the
(damaged) roads for it.
“I heard lots of grumping and
grumbling going on about you working
on that Avard Lake and not working on
your roads for your people. So, I mean,
I’m not sure when you talk about fair,
what is fair. Those are my issues.”
“My issue is that D-1 gets paid for
27 miles a month that I take care of. You
(D-2) get paid for 80 miles. You took 30
out here that you get paid for, but you get
paid for an extra 50. There’s 107 miles
that’s left,” said Smiley.
“What 27 of mine do you take care
of?” asked Hamil.
“I didn’t say that. I said you get
paid for 27 miles you don’t have to

take care of. Them road miles are in my
responsibility. Randy, you get paid for
80,” said Smiley. He said McMurphy
had been taking care of 30 of those miles
for 10 years.
“When
I
became
county
commissioner, I became sued two weeks
after that,” Smiley said. Referring to
a lawsuit against the county by John
Andrew Wiebener in 2016, he said
Wiebener ran off in “one of these
‘gentleman agreement’ roads or
whatever, and I had to go to court.” He
said the county came out alright but he
didn’t like that.
“That’s part of the situation,” said
Smiley. “We can table it or do whatever
you guys want to do, but I just want to
get it fair.”
“I made a pretty valid point, I think,
about fair,” said McMurphy.
“I mean the facts are the facts,” said
Smiley.
“Exactly, and that’s what I’m getting
at. And you’ve never produced us with
those miles down there that you don’t
take care of, don’t do anything,” said
McMuirphy.
“I’ve got miles I take care of, and
there are miles on that map. I don’t know
what you’re saying,” objected Smiley.
“Well, it came out of your mouth,”
McMurphy said.
“I look at the map, and it says we’re
not getting paid for it. I don’t know what
to say. I can’t take them off if I’m not
getting paid for them. I’m sure there’s
some,” said Smiley.

“This has been in effect like this for
over 30 years. The reason it was set up
that way was because of the sand roads
down there in the southern part of your
district that not a whole lot of material
needs added or whatever,” said Murphy.
“But when we get paid, they pay us,
it doesn’t matter, same material. ODOT
doesn’t recognize that,” said Smiley.
“Well, I know, but we aren’t
recognized in the gross production. You
haven’t recognized the wind farm deal.
You took it all,” said McMurphy.
“They were down there in my area,”
said Smiley. “That’s where the damage
was done.”
“Exactly,” said McMurphy. “So
why shouldn’t we have done that with
the gross production?” He said Smiley
got to share in the gross production
because there are no road agreements
(for damage) like there are with the wind
farm.
The two commissioners started
interrupting each other in the discussion.
Then McMurphy said, “Explain to me
this. Why did I spend twice as much
money on rock for my roads as you
did? We get the same amount. It doesn’t
matter how many roads you’ve got.”
“You bought high-dollar rock,” said
Smiley.
“It doesn’t matter,” said McMurphy.
“It doesn’t matter? One cost $200
and one cost $6?” asked Smiley.
“Well, I mean, why didn’t you spend
just that much more on the cheaper
rock to take care of your roads?” asked
McMurphy.
The argument continued. “I’m just
asking to be fair,” said Smiley.
“That’s what I’m asking,” said
McMurphy.
During the entire argument, Hamil
sat quietly and studied the revised
redistricting map.
Finally, Smiley said, “We’ll do
whatever you guys want to do.”
“Well, I’m in favor of leaving it like
it is,” said McMurphy.
“I figured you would be,” said
Smiley.
“Why didn’t we just sit down and
talk about this like we agreed to instead
of going to the DA and all that stuff?”
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asked Hamil.
“Because I wasn’t getting anywhere,”
said Smiley. “We’ve been talking about
this a month,”
“When we didn’t do this (agree on
redistricting), we said we’d sit down
together and make a gentleman’s
agreement, and then you go to the DA,”
said Hamil. “You make me feel like
you’re trying to push something off that
I wouldn’t …”
“Absolutely not,” said Smiley. He
said he was just presenting option 3 that
got the road miles closer although not
equal while the population was within
the five percent deviation. “That’s my
motion,” he said. “If you guys want to
table it or make your own motion, that’s
your right.”
After discussing the map with Smiley
for several minutes, Hamil said, “I think
we should pass what we did the other
day and make this (Smiley’s revised
map) a gentlemen’s agreement.”
“I think they (district lines) were like
they are when we ran for office, and we
agreed to do it then. The statute says we
have to get the population (equal). We
don’t have to change any of this (miles).
So I’m going make a motion it stays like

it is,” said McMurphy.
“I think that still allows you to do a
gentleman’s agreement on roads. That’s
what I’d like to see,” said Hamil. He
seconded the motion.
The motion passed 2-1 with
McMurphy and Hamil voting in favor
and Smiley voting no.
Other Business
In other action, the commissioners
approved Resolution #21-22-29 giving
all county elected officers an increase in
salary. It was explained that a formula
based on the county tax valuation and
the census population is used by the
state to calculate the salaries. This year
it came out as a raise, but it’s possible
the formula could also lower salaries.
The commissioners approved a
transfer of CIRB money from Highway
CIRB to Highway personal services
for Districts 1 and 2 in the amount of
$15,184.50 each.
County Clerk Shelley Reed said a
$600 donation from Brock White was
received for the Rural Fire Department.
She wasn’t sure if it needed a vote
or just acknowledgement so she put
it on the agenda as a resolution. The
commissioners approved the donation.
There was no new business. The
commissioners also approved blanket
purchase orders.
After the Meeting
Later
in
the
afternoon,
Commissioner Smiley spoke to the
Newsgram to clarify his position. He

said in the current county districts,
there are 439 miles of roads in District
1, 387 miles in District 2 and 574 miles
in District 3. Meanwhile, the ODOT
money sent to the county is split three
ways equally. This month, dividing the
ODOT money by the number of road
miles gives an average of $334 per
mile.
If the total road miles needing
maintenance were divided equally,
Smiley said, each district would have
about 466 miles. He says he has 107 too
many miles while District 1 is short 27
miles and District 2 is short 80 miles to
reach equal status on road miles.
Smiley
said
the
current
“gentlemen’s agreement” means Hamil
is not maintaining anything except
what’s in his district, and McMurphy is
maintaining 30 extra miles in Smiley’s
district. Even without those 30 miles
being maintained by McMurphy,
Smiley says he has 77 more miles
than he should to be equal. Using
the average ODOT money per mile
received this month, that comes out
to $25,718 going to the other districts
that he believes should be spent on
District 3 roads.
“They shouldn’t have that power,
bargaining with people’s safety
and votes,” said Smiley about the
‘gentlemen’s agreement.’
A video of the Woods County
Commissioners meeting may be viewed
at www.AlvaReviewCourier.com.
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Candidate filing
begins for board
of education

Candidates for the board of education
in nine Alfalfa County school districts
will file Declarations of Candidacy
beginning 8 a.m. Monday, Dec. 6,
through Wednesday, Dec. 8, at 5 p.m.
Kelly Stein, secretary of the Alfalfa
County Election Board, said Declaration
of Candidacy forms must be completed
and submitted to the county election
board located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste
3, Cherokee, no later than 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 8, when the filing
period ends. Stein reminds voters that
Contests of Candidacy must be filed no
later than Friday, Dec. 8, and may only
be filed by another candidate for that
office.
If more than two candidates file for
the same vacant board of education
position, a primary election will be held
Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022. If one candidate
receives more than 50 percent of the
votes, that candidate will be named the
elected official. If no candidate receives
more than 50 percent of the votes, the
two candidates receiving the highest
number of votes will vie for the vacant
position during the Board of Education
General Election, April 5, 2022. If only
two candidates file for the same vacant
Board of Education position, those two
candidates’ names will appear on the
General Election ballot in April.
Declarations of Candidacy will be
accepted for the following offices:
Burlington School District, Office
No. 2 (five-year term)
Cherokee School District, Office No.
2 (five-year term)
Timberlake School District, Office
No. 2 (five-year term)
Aline-Cleo School District, Office
No. 2 (five-year term); Office No. 5 (3year unexpired term)
Alva School District, Office No. 2
(five-year term)
Chisholm School District, Office No.
2 (five-year term)
Medford School District, Office No.
2 (five-year term)
Ringwood School District, Office
No. 2 (five-year term)
Northwest Technology Center, Zone
No. 2 (five-year term)
Declaration of Candidacy forms
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SIDNEY DON SMILEY
Funeral services for Sidney Don
Smiley will be 2 p.m. Monday, November
29, 2021, at the Waynoka First Baptist
Church with Thure Tolson officiating.
Interment will be
in the Waynoka
Municipal Cemetery
under the direction
of Marshall Funeral
Home of Waynoka.
Sidney
Don
Smiley, son of the
late Don Russell
and Eudora Fern
(Edwards)
Smiley,
was born April 10, 1941, in Fairview,
Oklahoma, and passed away November
20, 2021, in Woodward, Oklahoma, at
the age of 80 years, 7 months and 10
days.
Sidney grew up in Waynoka and
graduated Waynoka High School
with the Class of 1959. He attended
NWOSU in Alva and married the love
of his life, Doris Sampson, on August
12, 1961, at the First Baptist Church in
Waynoka.
He worked for the Santa Fe
Railroad for three years and returned
to NWOSU to earn his BA degree
in history and physical education in
1965, his BS degree in social studies
in 1967, and later, in 1975, his masters
degree in guidance and counseling.
Coaching was dear to his heart and
he assisted with the 7th grade team in
Alva while earning his college degrees.
Sidney then spent 22 years teaching
and coaching in Kansas and Oklahoma
Public Schools. He moved to Morland,
Kansas, and taught and coached for ten
years from 1968 to 1978 and developed
a guidance and counseling program for
all students K-12.
While there he bought a quarter of
land west of Waynoka in the Chimney
Rock area. His family and land drew
him back to Oklahoma. In 1978 Sidney
was employed by the Wakita Public
School counseling students on drug
and alcohol related problems along
with suicidal tendencies. He was the
football and track coach in Wakita
for a number of years. He had a very
successful tenure there taking his
football and track teams to the state

finals many times. He was selected
as Coach of the Year for Oklahoma’s
Eight Man football teams in 1986. He
then coached in the all star football
game that included his son and nephew
that summer. He was honored in the
summer of 1999 by being inducted
into the Oklahoma Eight Man Football
Coaches’ Hall of Fame. He received a
special ring for that honor and a state
championship ring in track two years
running. Sidney was very proud of his
rings and wore them daily. He finished
his coaching career in Wakita and
returned to Waynoka and helped coach
the 5th and 6th grade boys football
team.
Sidney utilized his counseling
abilities again and was instrumental
in starting the Therapeutic Foster
Care program for women and children
in drug abuse. He worked for Wings
of Freedom in Waynoka and was
responsible for providing counseling
for chemically dependent mothers and
their children. In 1997 Sidney worked
for Cimarron Valley Therapeutic
Services in Woodward and was
responsible for counseling through
foster care.
Sidney served on the city council
and was mayor of Waynoka for eight
years. He was directly involved in the
Waynoka Saddle Club that sponsors the
annual rattlesnake hunt. Sidney was a
snake handler for 22 years and enjoyed
showing everyone how he did it. He
had been president of Waynoka’s Senior
Citizen’s Organization for many years.
He enjoyed dominoes, cards, fishing,
and feeding his cattle. He attended the
First Baptist Church of Waynoka.
Besides his parents, he was preceded
in death by two brothers, Phillip and
Stephen Smiley; his granddaughter, Erin
Nicole Smiley.
Sidney is survived by his wife, Doris,
of Waynoka; his son, Scott Wade Smiley
and wife, Misty, of Waynoka; and his
grandson, Kile Scott; other relatives and
many friends.
Memorial contributions may be
made through the funeral home to St.
Jude Children’s Hospital.
Remembrances
may
be
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.
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If there are no cars parked in front of your store,
it could be you forgot to tell your customers
about your products.
You may know what
you have available,
but your customers
need to have their
memories refreshed.
The Newsgram is
delivered to every
household in your town
every week through U. S.
Postal saturation mailing.
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Senate Review

Most transparent redistricting
process in our history
By Senator Roland Pederson
Last week, the Legislature met in
special session to complete our work
passing updated maps for all legislative
and congressional districts. Under the
law, we must keep those districts as close
to the same population size as possible.
In order to do that, every 10 years
following the completion of the U.S.
Census, we use that data to redraw the
maps to account for population changes.
For example, as a result of the 2010
census, each of our 48 Senate districts
had just over 78,000 citizens. As a result
of the 2020 census, the target population
for each of our 48 state Senate districts
grew to 82,487.
I want to thank those who took the
time to participate in one of the 30 inperson and virtual town hall meetings
that were held over the past year, as
well as those who submitted questions,
comments, or their own maps online.
This was the most open and transparent
redistricting process ever conducted
in the history of our state. Now the

work of our members and staff shifts
to preparations for the 2022 regular
session, which will convene in February.
Members are reviewing data they
collected during interim studies and from
meetings with advocacy organizations,
constituents, local governments state
agencies and others to determine what
legislation they intend to pursue for the
2022 session. That was the focus of the
work at the Capitol this week, although
it was a shortened one because of the
Thanksgiving holiday.
I want to take a moment and express
my gratitude to the citizens of Senate
District 19 for entrusting me with your
representation here at the state Capitol.
I’m grateful to my family and friends for
their love, friendship and support, and
thankful to live in a state that embraces
freedom, family values, and sets an
example throughout the country and
around the world with the Oklahoma
Standard.
I also want to remind everyone about
the events taking place on Friday, Nov.

26, at 6 p.m. on Maine Street in Enid,
including the annual Christmas parade
and the lighting of the world’s tallest fresh
cut Christmas tree. It’s 140 feet tall, and
to give you a comparison, the Christmas
trees at Rockefeller Center in New York
Center are usually around 75 feet tall.
This is a really exciting event for Senate
District 19, and I hope you’ll make plans
to enjoy the festivities in Enid. I also
want to remind folks about Blackwell’s
annual Christmas parade coming up on
Monday, Dec. 6, at 6:30 p.m. with their
community Christmas tree lighting after
the parade at the Blackwell Fairgrounds.
These are family-friendly events, and I
want to thank all of the organizations and
volunteers who work so hard to make
these celebrations something everyone
can enjoy.
Thank you for allowing me to be
your voice at our state Capitol. Please
feel free to reach out if there is anything
my office can help you with. You can
contact me at 405-521-5630 or via email
at Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov.

Carl’s Capitol Comments

Redistricting won’t change our district
By Rep. Carl Newton
The Legislature convened in
special session Nov. 15 to finalize the
redistricting process.
Legislative
and
congressional
districts, by law, must be redrawn every
ten years following the U.S. Census. The
goal is to make sure each district has
equal representation as population shifts.
Data was delayed this year causing the
need for special session.
I know there’s been some contention
over the maps that were drawn for
the congressional districts, but the
controversy
is
centered
around
Oklahoma City. Our Congressional
district was not going to change, at least
in our area.
We held many public meetings
throughout the state over the past year

to get input into the redistricting process,
and we took public map submissions. I
believe the final product is fair as it
ensures adequate rural representation.
While we held our special session,
House Republicans also held a Caucus
retreat to discuss several issues of
concern to our constituents. Among
those are medical marijuana and state
infrastructure needs. We also heard
from the state’s new Attorney General
John O’Connor. I was very impressed
with his care and concern over moving
Oklahoma forward. I’m pleased with
his ideas for how to protect our rights
and personal liberties here in our state,
especially at a time when there seems to
be many attempts at federal overreach.
As we approach Thanksgiving, I
want to express my gratitude for my life

and my family and the many blessings
we all enjoy. I’m also thankful for the
many ways God has continued to bless
our state both in terms of our personal
values and liberties but also in our
finances. We have a very good economic
outlook at the moment. After serving in
years of budget shortfall, having good
economic years are a blessing. I’m
always thankful when we have enough
to help meet our needs.
I hope that each of you have an
enjoyable holiday and get to spend some
time with those you love.
As always, please do not hesitate to
contact me if you have any questions.
You may reach me by email at carl.
newton@okhouse.gov, or phone me at
405-557-7339. May God bless you and
the State of Oklahoma.
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Kiowa City Council, electrical
surcharge to soon be removed,
water project winterized
Kiowa’s Christmas
Open House Dec.
5, 1:30–4:30 p.m.
By Yvonne Miller
At the November meeting of
the Kiowa City Council, City
Administrator Sam Demel reported
that the waterline replacement in town
is 63 percent complete. The NOWAK
crew has been winterizing the holes
and is almost done until the first of the
year. On the transmission line from the
water wells south of Sharon, Kansas,
down Tri-City Road to Hazelton, he
said they still await a railroad right-ofway.
All councilmembers attended the
meeting called to order by Mayor Bill
Watson, including Janet Robison, B.J.
Duvall, Brian Hill, Jason Thayer and
Tom Wells. City Attorney Brandon
Ritcha also sat at the table as did City
Utility Clerk Lynette Callison sitting in
for City Clerk Sheila Smith.
The council approved water project
payment requests from BG Consultants
for $45,590.93 and NOWAK for
$263,938.10.
Demel brought up the Arctic Blast
inflated electricity bill from their
suppliers last February. The city has
been collecting a little extra each month
(.2 cents/kilowatt, an Arctic surcharge)
from customers to pay that original bill
that was about $135,000. He told the
council the city has about collected the
needed amount.
The council voted to cut the electrical
rate of the surcharge in half one month
(to .1 cent/kilowatt) for the October
billing cycle. Then the surcharge is to be
discontinued.

All this rubble was the old Kiowa District Hospital on Drumm Street.
Regarding city drainage issues
discussed at recent meetings, Ritcha
worked up temporary easements. This
basically gives the city permission to
go on property owners’ land to fix the
drainage problem. The city does plan
to work with residents to solve this
longtime problem; however, the city
says that ultimately it is the landowners’
responsibility.
“We need to be on the same page
with the landowners,” Robison said.
“I never dreamed the landowner was
responsible.” Demel assured that the
city will help maintain.
Old Hospital Demolition, Community
Building Engineer’s Report
Demel said the old hospital
demolition started the day of the meeting
but the excavator broke down.
An update on the demolition since
the council meeting: Clean-up Kiowa
organizer Jeff Bryan told the Newsgram
Monday that the building is all down but
the clinic part. He supplied more photos
of the demolition process. Bricks will

be set aside from the building for the
public; however, Bryan said the bricks
aren’t coming apart very well.
A KDOT form was approved
determining KDOT’s responsibility
and the city’s responsibility. KDOT is

See Kiowa Page 34
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can be downloaded from the state
election board website at oklahoma.gov/
elections or by contacting your county
election board office at 580-596-2718 or
alfalfacounty@elections.ok.gov.
The Alfalfa County Election Board is
located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee
and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.
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Kiowa

responsible for the roads only. The city’s
responsibility is for the ditches, etc.
The Greater Kiowa Foundation paid
for a community building engineer’s
report. Duvall mentioned a list of
needs. The council agreed a first step
is to get the community involved. The
entire building needs attention. For
instance, the west wall in the basement
is eaten by termites. The bathrooms
need to be redone and made ADAaccessible. When the wind blows, the
roof shifts, and on and on.
Demel said the engineer’s report
said the community building is
structurally sound but needs lots of
work.
Holiday Schedule, Vicious Dog
Ordinance and More Business
Since Christmas Day falls on
a Saturday this year, the city staff
and crew will have all day off on
Friday (Christmas Eve). The same
the next week with New Year’s Eve.
The city office will be closed both of
those Fridays. The council approved
the schedule. The trash schedule is
adjusted to Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.
The council discussed at length a
vicious dog ordinance. The pit bull

breed was directly mentioned. Ritcha
told the council that any breedspecific ordinance is “a nightmare
to enforce.” Comments ranged from
difficulties being able to prove a
dog is part pit bull, to the city’s
legal impotence should the dog bite
someone. Demel said he will get a
revised ordinance to Ritcha.
As reported in the Newsgram
last Wednesday, the city received a
$200,000 gift from 1965 Kiowa High
School graduate Jeff Lloyd. As the
feature story explained, Lloyd made
the donation for water conservation
as a tribute to his grandma, “Gaga”
Mary Katherine Watkins. He said
she was a lifelong conservative with
water and other natural resources.
Demel told the council he’s
had three or four people who’ve
requested solar power at their house.
There would have to be a minimum
monthly charge to be determined,
and the existing policy would have
to change.
Duvall told his fellow council
members they need to send out bids
for city insurance.
Staff Reports
Police Chief Travis Peterson said

that Halloween went well. He handed
out candy to the children to be a positive
role model for the city.
City Superintendent John Duvall
reported that electrical trucks were
tested. The Sunday night electrical
system repair went well, he said,
saying, “we were done before 2 a.m.”
He updated the council on the water
towers, the fee for meters schedule,
replacement of some fire hydrants
(gave some to Hardtner), etc.
Fire Chief Bill Duvall said after
testing, everything passed inspection.
He said there is roughly $24,000 left
in the fire department budget.
Kiowa Chamber of Commerce
President Robison said Kiowa’s
Christmas Open House is Sunday,
Dec. 5, from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Watch
for details in the Newsgram next
week.
South Barber requested the use of
the Kiowa Community Building for
their basketball homecoming dance
Feb. 5. The school requested the city
donate the $50 rental fee. Mayor
Watson said no. Police Chief Peterson
offered to pay the fee from his police
department budget and “sponsor” the
dance.

Fighting gas prices, US to
release 50 million barrels of oil
By Josh Boak and Colleen Long
WASHINGTON (AP) — President
Joe Biden on Tuesday ordered a record
50 million barrels of oil released from
America’s strategic reserve, aiming to
bring down gasoline and other costs, in
coordination with other major energy
consuming nations including India, the
United Kingdom and China.
The U.S. action is focused on helping
Americans coping with higher fuel and
other prices ahead of Thanksgiving and
winter holiday travel. Gasoline prices
are at about $3.40 a gallon, more than
50% higher than a year ago, according to
the American Automobile Association.
“While our combined actions will
not solve the problems of high gas prices

overnight, it will make a difference,”
Biden promised in remarks at the White
House. “It will take time, but before long
you should see the price of gas drop
where you fill up your tank.”
The government will begin to move
barrels into the market in mid- to lateDecember. Gasoline usually responds
at a lag to changes in oil prices, and
administration officials suggested this
is one of several steps toward ultimately
bringing down costs.
Oil prices had dropped in the days
ahead of the announced withdrawals, a
sign that investors were anticipating the
moves that could bring a combined 70
million to 80 million barrels of oil onto
global markets. But in trading after the

announcement, prices shot up roughly
2% instead of falling.
The market was expecting the
news, and traders may have been
underwhelmed when they saw the
details, said Claudio Galimberti, senior
vice president for oil markets at Rystad
Energy.
“The problem is that everybody
knows that this measure is temporary,”
Galimberti said. “So once it is stopped,
then if demand continues to be above
supply like it is right now, then you’re
back to square one.”
Shortly after the U.S. announcement,
India said it would release 5 million

See Gas Page 38
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Timberlake’s Junior Merric Judd (12) pushes his way up the field against the Boise City defense. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Timberlake senior J.J.
Pippin (14) recieves the
ball and runs up the
field. Timberlake played
Boise City Friday night
and won 46-0. Timberlake advances to semi-finals in Woodward,
where they will go up
against Tyrone. Photo by
Desiree Morehead
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barrels from its strategic reserves. The
British government confirmed it will
release up to 1.5 million barrels from
its stockpile. Japan and South Korea are
also participating, and U.S. officials said
it’s the biggest coordinated release from
global strategic reserves.
British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s spokesman, Max Blain, said
it was “a sensible and measured step
to support global markets” during the
pandemic recovery. Blain added that the
country’s companies will be authorized
but not compelled to participate in the
release.
Despite all the optimistic statements,
the actions by the U.S. and others
risk counter moves by Gulf nations,
especially Saudi Arabia, and by Russia.
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf countries
have made clear they intend to control
supply to keep prices high for the time
being.
As word spread in recent days of a
coming joint release from U.S. and other
countries’ reserves, there were warnings
from
OPEC interests that those
countries may respond in turn, reneging
on promises to increase supplies in
coming months.
Wyoming Sen. John Barrasso was
among Republicans who criticized
Biden’s announcement. The No. 3 Senate
Republican said the underlying issue is
restrictions on domestic production by
the administration.
“Begging OPEC and Russia to
increase production and now using
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve are
desperate attempts to address a Bidencaused disaster,” Barrasso said. “They’re
not substitutes for American energy
production.”
Biden has scrambled to reshape

much of his economic agenda around
the issue of inflation, saying that his
recently passed $1 trillion infrastructure
package will reduce price pressures by
making it more efficient and cheaper to
transport goods.
Republican
lawmakers
have
hammered the administration for
inflation hitting a 31-year high in
October. The consumer price index has
soared 6.2% from a year ago — the
biggest 12-month jump since 1990.
The Strategic Petroleum Reserve
is an emergency stockpile to preserve
access to oil in case of natural disasters,
national security issues and other events.
Maintained by the Energy Department,
the reserves are stored in caverns
created in salt domes along the Texas
and Louisiana Gulf Coasts. There are
roughly 605 million barrels of petroleum
in the reserve.
The Biden administration argues that
it is the right tool to help ease the supply
problem. Americans used an average
of 20.7 million barrels a day during
September, according to the Energy
Information Administration. That means
that the release equals about two-and-ahalf days of additional supply.
“Right now, I will do what needs to
be done to reduce the price you pay at the
pump,” Biden said at the White House.
He said the administration also is
looking into potential price gouging by
gas companies squeezing customers
while making money off the lowered
oil costs. Energy Secretary Jennifer
Granholm, too, said U.S. companies are
part of the problem, keeping production
below prepandemic levels in order to
increase profits.
The coronavirus pandemic roiled
energy markets everywhere. As it bore
down and economic activity sank in
April of last year, energy demand
collapsed and oil futures prices turned
negative. Energy traders did not want
to get stuck with crude that they could
not store. But as the economy recovered,
production lagged and prices jumped to
a seven-year high in October.
U.S. production has not recovered.
Energy Information Administration
figures indicate that domestic production
is averaging roughly 11 million barrels
daily, down from 12.8 million before the

pandemic.
Americans are feeling the squeeze.
For Matt Hebard of Agoura Hills, Calif.,
it’s taking $80 to gas up his SUV. “Gas
prices are definitely on everyone’s minds
right now,” he said as he filled up at a
station in his suburb northwest of Los
Angeles.
He hoped the president’s move has a
good long-term effect.
Sy Amber, meanwhile, was en route
to Las Vegas from his California home.
Unhappily spending more money filling
up his car, he said he didn’t expect
Biden’s action to work and didn’t agree
with them.
“I’m not happy with our president,”
he said.
Republicans in Congress are
pointing to Biden’s efforts to minimize
drilling and support renewable energy as
a reason for the decreased production,
though there are multiple market
dynamics at play as fossil fuel prices are
higher around the world.
Biden and administration officials
insist that tapping more oil from the
reserve does not conflict with his climate
goals, because this short-term fix meets a
specific problem, while climate policies
are a long-term answer over decades.
They argue that the administration’s
push to boost renewable energy will
eventually mean less dependence in the
U.S. on fossil fuels. But that’s a politically
convenient argument — in simple
terms, higher prices reduce usage, and
significantly higher gasoline prices could
force Americans into less reliance on fossil
fuels.
The White House decision came after
weeks of diplomatic negotiations. Biden
and President Xi Jinping of China talked
over steps to counter tight petroleum
supplies in their virtual meeting earlier this
month and “discussed the importance of
taking measures to address global energy
supplies,” according to the White House.
The Department of Energy will
make the oil available from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve in two ways; 32
million barrels will be released in the
next few months and will return to the
reserve in the years ahead, the White
House said. An additional 18 million
barrels will be part of a sale of oil that
Congress authorized.

November 24, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 39

November 24, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 40

Kansas financially protecting
workers who refuse COVID shots
By John Hanna
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas
Gov. Laura Kelly on Tuesday brushed
aside complaints from fellow Democrats
about signing a Republican measure
aimed at financially protecting workers
who refuse to get COVID-19 vaccines
by declaring, “leadership means seeking
compromise.”
Kelly acted with unusual speed,
signing the bill the afternoon after
its passage by the GOP-controlled
Legislature just before midnight Monday
during a one-day special session. Kansas
is making it easy for workers to claim
religious exemptions from COVID-19
vaccine requirements and promising
unemployment benefits to people who
are fired after refusing the shots.
Most
Democratic
lawmakers
opposed the measure, and Kelly angered
some of them with her pledge to sign it
in response to federal mandates from
President Joe Biden. She signed the bill
in private after ignoring questions from
reporters during a Tuesday morning
holiday event at the governor’s official
residence.

Waynoka and
Timberlake head
to Class C semis
By Marione Martin
While other area schools prepare
for basketball, it’s still football season
at Waynoka and Timberlake. The two
8-man teams will play in the Class C
semifinals Friday night.
Timberlake will travel to Woodward
High School to face the Tyrone Bobcats.
The Bobcats have lost only one game
this year and are ranked third in Class C
for the state while Timberlake is ranked
second. Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.
This Friday, Nov. 26, Waynoka
travels to Bethany to take on Mountain
View-Gotebo, the number one ranked
team in Class C. The Mt. View-Gotebo
Tigers beat Wesleyan Christian 70-19
to reach the semis. Kickoff is 7 p.m.
in Bethany on the Southern Nazarene
University field.

“I know there are Kansans who
believe this legislation goes too far,
and there are others who believe this
legislation doesn’t go far enough. But
I was elected to lead, and leadership
means seeking compromise,” Kelly said
in a statement. “This bill is the result of
compromise in action.”
Republican lawmakers passed the
measure after forcing Kelly to call the
Legislature into a special session when
it had adjourned in May and wasn’t set
to reconvene until January. The votes
Monday night were 24-11 in the Senate
and 77-34 in the House.
“It is well past the time that we do
something,” said Sen. Alicia Straub, an
Ellinwood Republican. “The people are
begging of us to do something.”
Across the U.S., Republican
governors, state attorneys general and
lawmakers pursued ways to resist the
Biden mandates, and Iowa enacted a law
last month extending unemployment
benefits to workers who refuse to get
vaccinated. Provisions in the Kansas
legislation were inspired by measures
enacted last week in Florida — with
some Republicans even calling it the
“DeSantis language,” after Florida’s
GOP governor.
Kansas is enacting the new law
with new COVID-19 cases on the rise.
Kansas averaged 1,201 new cases, 26
additional hospitalizations and four
additional deaths a day for the seven
days ending Monday, according to state
health department data. The federal
government reported that 54.3% of
its population was fully vaccinated,
compared with the national figure of
59.2%.
Many Democrats saw the bill as a
largely symbolic measure that offers
little real protection to workers who
want to resist vaccine mandates.
They said federal lawsuits against
Biden’s mandates will determine
whether the requirements stand, and if
they do, state laws will be void.
“We’re hoodwinking the public if
they think this means anything,” said
Sen. Tom Holland, a Baldwin City
Democrat.
Some Democrats also were upset that
top Republicans told GOP lawmakers
ahead of the Legislature’s final votes that

Kelly was expected to sign the measure
— before Democrats heard from her or
her office.
Rep. John Carmichael, a Wichita
Democrat, called the bill “a bad
bargain,” and Sen. David Haley, a
Kansas City Democrat, suggested the
measure showed that apparently “people
don’t avoid the plague anymore.”
Kelly faces a difficult reelection
campaign next year, and her presumed
Republican opponent, Attorney General
Derek Schmidt, has brought Kansas into
three multi-state lawsuits. Schmidt called
the measure “a welcome companion to
our ongoing legal efforts.”
In explaining Kelly’s decision, her
statement repeated an argument she
made when she first publicly opposed
Biden’s mandates earlier this month that
it’s too late in the pandemic for such
actions.
Spokesperson Reeves Oyster added:
“Gov. Kelly has prioritized the safety of
Kansans along with the well-being of
our workforce and economy since day
one.”
Republican lawmakers also said
they were trying to protect the economy
by preventing workers from losing
their jobs. But Sen. Mike Thompson,
a conservative Republican from the
Kansas City suburb of Shawnee, called
the measure’s passage “a victory for
liberty.”
Supporters argued that the new
Kansas law will stand because
it doesn’t conflict with Biden’s
mandates, which allow for religious
exemptions.
But some business owners and the
Kansas Chamber were skeptical. They
worried that businesses would be caught
between conflicting state and federal
mandates.
“You’re going to make a wrong
decision, no matter what,” said Alan
Rupe, a Wichita attorney who represents
companies in employment law cases.
The Kansas Chamber argued
that neither the state nor the federal
government should impose mandates.
It also objected to provisions in the bill
that impose fines of up to $50,000 per
violation when employers don’t grant a
religious exemption to workers who ask
for them.
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Timberlake’s quarterback Ethan Jinlink (2) hands off to
Avery Wallace (3) for him to gain a few yards. Photo by
Desiree Morehead
At left, Timberlake senior Colten Lormand (76) blocks
the Boise City player. Photo by Desiree Morehead
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Judge denies Oklahoma death
row inmate’s request for stay
By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A
federal judge on Tuesday denied a
death row inmate’s request for a stay
of execution, paving the way for him to
receive a lethal injection next month.
Bigler Stouffer II, 79, and his
attorneys argued that the state’s current
three-drug lethal injection protocol
poses the risk of subjecting him to
unconstitutional pain and suffering.
Stouffer also says he should be included
among other death row plaintiffs in a
federal lawsuit challenging the state’s
lethal injection protocols. That case is
set to go to trial in February.
Judge Stephen Friot on Tuesday
rejected Stouffer’s request, denying
his motion for a stay of execution.
Stouffer’s attorney, Greg Laird,
said he filed an appeal of the judge’s
ruling with the 10th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals in Denver.
“It doesn’t appear from the evidence
we heard that the state of Oklahoma
has figured out how to execute people
without some sort of incident, and
it should stop,” Laird said after the
hearing.
Stouffer was convicted and
sentenced to die for the 1985 killing
of schoolteacher Linda Reaves in
Oklahoma City.
Among those who testified during
a hearing Monday before Friot was
former Republican state Sen. Ervin
Yen, an anesthesiologist who spoke
about his experience administering
midazolam, a sedative that is the
first drug used in lethal injections in
Oklahoma. Yen, who is running as an
independent for governor in 2022, was
hired by the Oklahoma Office of the
Attorney General to testify at a cost of
$1,500 per day, court documents show.
Yen wrote in a report for the court
that in his opinion, a 500-miligram
dose of midazolam, which Oklahoma’s
lethal injection protocol calls for,
would cause a person to be unconscious
within seconds and unable to feel pain.
Yen also testified that he was a
witness for the state during the Oct.
28 execution of John Grant, who
convulsed and vomited after receiving

the first dose of midazolam.
Stouffer could still avoid the death
penalty if Republican Gov. Kevin Stitt
agrees to grant him clemency, which
the state’s Pardon and Parole Board
recommended last week in a 3-2 vote,
citing the state’s history of problematic
lethal injections.
Oklahoma had one of the nation’s
busiest death chambers until problems
in 2014 and 2015 led to a de facto
moratorium. Richard Glossip was just
hours away from being executed in
September 2015 when prison officials
realized they received the wrong lethal
drug. It was later learned that the same
wrong drug had been used to execute
an inmate in January 2015.
The drug mix-ups followed a
botched execution in April 2014
in which inmate Clayton Lockett

struggled on a gurney before dying 43
minutes into his lethal injection — and
after the state’s prisons chief ordered
executioners to stop.
Although the court rejected
Stouffer’s request for a stay, the judge
agreed to Stouffer’s request that his
spiritual advisor be allowed inside the
death chamber during his execution,
pending a background check. Laird
has said the Department of Corrections
agreed to Stouffer’s request that the
Rev. Howard Potts, a Baptist minister,
be allowed to lay hands on him during
the procedure.
Executions in Texas, the nation’s
busiest capital punishment state, have
been delayed amid legal questions over
that state’s refusal to allow spiritual
advisers to touch prisoners and pray
aloud as they are put to death.

Alfalfa County real
estate transactions
Real Estate Transfers
Book 876 page 213: Jessy Lee Ferrell
conveys unto Bo Allen Ferrell and
Megan S. Ferrell: An undivided one-half
interest in a tract located in the northwest
quarter of section 3, township 27 north,
range 11, WIM. Warranty deed.
Book 876 page 222: Chad A. Davis
and Deborah A. Davis convey unto
Dakota Davis, Ethan Davis, Tyson
Davis Tabias Davis Aspen Tillotson and
Lakin Davis: Lot 18, Pinkerton Second
Subdivision in section 10, township 26
north, range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.
Book 876 page 223: Suzanne H.
Parallel, successor co-trustee of the
Helen S. M. Geisel Revocable Trust,
conveys unto Diana R. Jansen, trustee
of the Diana R. Jansen Revocable Trust.
Quit claim deed.
Book 876 page 229: Betty Lou
Tucker conveys unto Betty Lou
Tucker, as trustee of the Tucker Family

Trust: Northwest quarter of section
20, township 25 north, range 9, WIM.
Warranty deed.
Book 876 page 237: Janice G. Short,
as trustee of the Janice G. Short Living
Trust, conveys unto Karlene Gottman
and Regina Gracie. Southeast quarter of
section 8, township 25 north, range 11,
WIM. Warranty deed.
Book 876 page 329: Ronald Stanley
and Donna Stanley, and Ramona Mercer,
convey unto Charles W. Woods and Erica
Woods. All of lots 1 through 12, AKS
all of block 148, in the First Addition
to the Town of Carmen, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 876 page 331: Brent Allen
Fetzer and Cynthia Lynette Fetzer; Scott
Brian Fetzer and Shannon Cecile Fetzer;
and Steven Paul Fetzer, convey unto R
& C Ross Family LLC. West half of the
northeast quarter of section 22, township

See Real Estate Page 46
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies &
donkeys. 580-748-0811
Business Services
Excellent Deer Hunting
Along Cimarron River west
of Freedom, OK. For more
info 580-748-0811
Employment
Help Wanted
Day Labor at Scribner
Salvage. $12/hr with bonus.
Thinking and work ethics a
plus. 580-327-1313, Alva
Farm Supplies
Hay For Sale
Super clean, sprayed and
fertilized hay. $65/bale.
Loading
and
delivery
available. 580-542-8559

cannibalistic for them to eat
turkey

For Sale
Monitor Pump Jack with
electric motor for water well.
580-829-1163
For Sale
8x7 white garage door, new
in box. $200. 918-760-3323
in Alva
Real Estate
For Rent
1bdrm, 1bth duplex, 1011
Barnes, Alva. $575. Bills
paid. Washer, dryer, stove,
fridge. $500 deposit. Call or
text 580-515-8280
Houses For Rent
1 & 2, bdrm. Alva. 580-6032635

Miscellaneous

For Sale

Happy Thanksgiving

3 bedroom, 2 bath, movein-ready home in Alva. 580727-1448

Have a great weekend.
No turkey for the politicians
because
it
would
be
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Alfalfa County
court filings
According to the affidavits and petitions on file, the
following individuals have
been charged. An individual is innocent of any charges
listed below until proven
guilty in a court of law. All
information is a matter of
public record and may be
obtained by anyone during
regular hours at the Alfalfa County Courthouse. The
Alva Review-Courier will
not intentionally alter or delete any of this information.
If it appears in the courthouse
public records, it will appear
in this newspaper.
Felony Filings
Hunter Glen Priest, Alva,
23, has been charged with
two counts of lewd or indecent acts against child under
16; soliciting sexual conduct
or communication with minor by use of tele; and violation of statute via computer
($1,623.50).
Misdemeanor Filings
Roman Lord Ramos,
33, has been charged with
driving with license revoked
($456.50).
Civil Filings
Credit Corp Solution
Inc., Denver, Colorado,
vs. Larry Bryce Harris Sr.,
Cherokee:
indebtedness
($239.14).
Marriage License Filings
Rufus Douglas Murry and
Tammy Jo Durpos, both of
Hardtner, Kansas: marriage
license ($50).
Wildlife Filings
Duell J. Newberry, Foss,

has been cited for resident
hunting without license
($264).
Traffic Citations
Julio C. Lozoya, Perryton, Texas, has been cited
for operating vehicle loaded
in excess of registered laden
weight ($249).
Julio C. Lozoya, Perryton, Texas, has been cited
for overweight vehicle gross
($484).
Leroy Dewayne Fox,
Enid, has been cited for
overweight vehicle (axle)
($634).
Tyson Levi Kolb, Burlington, has been cited for
speeding 1-10 mph over the
speed limit ($100).
Earnest Junior Phillips,
Enid, has been cited for
speeding 1-10 mph over the
speed limit ($100).
Sage Lee Lamunyon,
Waukomis, has been cited
for speeding 1-10 mph over
the speed limit ($100).
Michael Farris Strickland, Port Saint Joe, Forida,
has been cited for speeding
1-10 mph over the speed
limit ($100).
Michael Jay Gibson,
Pond Creek, has been cited
for speeding 1-10 mph over
the speed limit ($100).
Roman Lord Ramos,
Enid, has been cited for
speeding 1-10 mph over the
speed limit ($100).
John M. Dunlap, Broken
Arrow, has been cited for
speeding 16-20 mph over
the speed limit ($279).
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Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs
Alfalfa County Sheriff’s
Office logs
Tuesday, November 16,
2021
During this day there
were six traffic stops and two
controlled burn.
6:28 a.m. – Report of
a couple of guys walking
around a site with flashlights.
3:24 p.m. – Report of two
border collies at T.H. Rogers.
Dogs were picked up and
taken to the vet.
6:12 p.m. – Welfare check
needed in the 500 block of
2nd Street.
Wednesday, November 17,
2021
During this day were four
traffic stops.
2:29 a.m. – Report of a
vehicle vs. deer half a mile
west of Jet.
4:53 a.m. – Lift assist
needed in the 600 block of
Main.
8:34 a.m. – Medic needed
for a female who had fallen in
the bathroom.
10:49 a.m. – Report that
a possible juvenile runaway
was hiding out in a house in
Carmen.
3:15 p.m. – Caller advised
the plant west of Carmen
on the county line has been
broken into and they stole a
catalytic converter out of a
compressor.
3:22 p.m. – Welfare check
for a woman walking with
a duffle bag and groceries.
Officer made contact and she
advised she was okay.
6:45 p.m. – Report that
a male was walking around
caller’s property and she

knows he shouldn’t be there.
8:23 p.m. – Report of
kids running around dressed
in all black and messing
with horses between 4th and
5th streets and Euclid and
Fairoaks.
Thursday, November 18,
2021
During this day were
eight traffic stops and one
controlled burn.
6:43 a.m. – Medic needed
for a male having trouble
breathing. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in
Enid.
7:09 a.m. – Medic needed
for a female having trouble
breathing. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in
Enid.
11:53 a.m. – Welfare
check needed.
Friday, November 19, 2021
4:57 a.m. – Sound of an
alarm going off in the 100
block of Loop Drive.
9:11 a.m. – Medic needed
for a female who had fallen
and sustained unknown
injuries. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in
Enid.
11:11 a.m. – Medic
needed for male with Covid,
low oxygen and high blood
sugar.
11:59 a.m. – Medic
needed for a male that was
disorientated.
12:14 p.m. – Welfare
check needed on Caddo
Road.
6:13 p.m. – Report of a
vehicle vs. cow on OK-8 and
Beckham Road.
7:18 p.m. – Report of a

See Sheriff Page 46
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is
doing in person dining and delivery for
homebound seniors. Please call
327-1822 until noon the day before
to order. In person meals are at
noon.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet
at Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s
meeting is held every Wednesday.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is
closed for Thanksgiving Day.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr
House), Alva on and Thursdays.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
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Sheriff

male screaming at the employees at the
Jiffy Trip.
8:06 p.m. – Medic needed for a male
with low oxygen. Medic took the patient
to Share Medical Center in Alva.
8:55 p.m. – Caller advised a female
tried to stab him three times and scraped
his arm with the knife. He advised she
stole his money and left after the knife
incident.
11:58 p.m. – Medic needed for a
female who had fallen. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
Saturday, November 20, 2021
During this day were three controlled
burns.
8:33 a.m. – Medic needed for a
person with pain running down her arm.
Medic took the patient to Bass Hospital
in Enid.
11:15 a.m. – Medic needed for a
male with cancer who was unresponsive.
Patient refused transport.
12:58 p.m. – Report of a reckless

From Page 42
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driver on OK-11 and US-281.
6:12 p.m. – Advised of an alarm
going off at Timberlake High School.
Advised it was a child who pulled the
fire alarm.
Sunday, November 21, 2021
12:52 p.m. – Medic needed for a a 7
year old girl that a horse fell on. Medic
took the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
3:23 p.m. – Medic needed for a male
on Caddo Road. Medic took the patient
to St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.
5:08 p.m. – Female walked into
the sheriff’s office and advised a male
assaulted her the day before. Advised
he broke her foot and almost broke the
other.
8:40 p.m. – Report of a reckless
driver on OK-45.
Monday, November 22, 2021
8:22 a.m. – Medic needed for a
female who has leukemia and is weak.
No transport needed.

Real Estate

24 north, range 10, WIM. Warranty deed.
Book 876 page 422: Blake Terkell
and Kirk Terkell and Kim Trekell convey
unto Laura Hoesing and Nicholas
Hoesing. A tract of land located within
lots 11 and 12 block 36 in the First
Addition to the Town of Aline, Alfalfa
County, Oklahoma. Joint tenancy
warranty deed.
Mortgages
Book 876 page 216: Bo Allen Ferrell
and Megan S. Ferrell to Farm Credit of
Western Oklahoma. An undivided ½
interest in a tract located in the northwest

quarter of section 3, township 27N,
range 11, WIM. Note: $493,000.00.
Book 876 page 268: Treavor J.
Rocken and Bridgette Rockenbach
to ACB Bank. A tract of land in the
southwest quarter of he northwest
quarter of section 28, township 29
north, range 10, WIM, Alfalfa County,
OKalhoma. Note: $129,025.35.
Book 876 page 333: R & C Ross
Family LLC to Farm Credit of Enid.
West half of the northeast quarter of
section 22, township 24N, range 10,
WIM. Note: $75,000.00.
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Printed or Digital
We focus on Alva and Woods County news

Alva Review-Courier
subscription includes
Newsgram for those
who live outside the
3-county coverage area

Read it on your computer, tablet
or phone anywhere there
is WIFI - $72/year

Call 580-327-2200

Linda with Credit/Debit Card
or email:
manager@alvareviewcourier.net
or mail your check to

Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.
Alva, OK 73717

In Woods County mailed to
you is $72.00 year
(Saves $24 over
monthly rate).
Slightly higher for out
of county or out of state.

In Alva, thrown in your
yard right after printing.
$84 per year
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