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Senate Review

2021 legislative session gets underway
By Senator Roland Pederson
I think we can all agree that 2021
did not begin in the peaceful and happy
way that many of
us had hoped. The
antics of 2020 have
seemingly
bled
into the New Year,
especially on a
national scale.
I was appalled
by the actions of
the people who
stormed the nation’s Capitol last week.
When I signed onto a letter urging
Congress to challenge the certification
of the presidential election results
in December, I was simply seeking
election integrity. The process that was
being followed seemed to be the last
way to contest the validity of some state
elections. When more people vote than
are registered, it should be investigated.
People must be assured that their vote
counts, and I still question how some
states verify their ballots. Oklahoma
has one of the most safe and secure
voting systems in the country, and I
supported Sen. Lankford’s request to
challenge the results in some other
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states.
The day before the historic riot in
Washington, D.C., we held our first
official order of business here at the
state Capitol for the 2021 session on
organizational day. Both the Senate
and House came together to formally
elect leadership and vote for the rules
that will govern the 58th Legislature.
Our next order of business before the
session begins on Feb. 1 is the bill
filing deadline on Jan. 21. All bills that
will be considered in the upcoming
session must be filed by this date.
As our state continues the fight
against Covid-19, the State Department
of Health is working to ensure all
Oklahomans who would like to take
the vaccine are able. Remember, this
is a four-phase plan and we can only
vaccinate folks as supply allows.
Currently, those eligible for the vaccine
are health care workers, first responders
and citizens 65 years and older. If you’d
like to take the vaccine, you are able to
sign up at www.vaccinate.oklahoma.
gov and pre-register. The system
will ask you a series of questions to
determine which phase you fall into,
including age, medical history and
Covid-19 history. If you’re immediately
eligible to take the vaccine, you will
be prompted to make an appointment.
Appointments are able to be scheduled
each Thursday after the counties are
notified of their vaccine availability for
the coming week. If you are placed in a
later phase to receive the vaccine, you
will be notified when your phase group
is eligible.
If you aren’t able to access the
registration portal, you can also call

your county health department or dial
2-1-1 to make an appointment. The
county health departments in District
19 are:
•
Alfalfa
County
Health
Department: 580-233-0650
•
Garfield
County
Health
Department: 580-233-0650
•
Grant
County
Health
Department: 580-395-2906
•
Kay
County
Health
Department: 580-762-1641 (Ponca
City) or 580-363-5520 (Blackwell)
Finally, many of you may have
heard of the Cattlemen’s Congress
national cattle show that’s currently
taking place in Oklahoma City. This
show is replacing the National Western
Livestock Show (NWSS) that’s been
held each year in Denver since 1906,
but was cancelled this year due to
Covid-19. After the NWSS was
cancelled, the Oklahoma Youth Expo
show staff quickly worked to plan
and host this top-notch event that’s
been estimated to bring a $50 million
economic impact to the city as well
as cattle and exhibitors from across
North America. I attended the show on
Friday and was pleased with the safety
protocols in place to keep exhibitors,
families and spectators healthy. I’m
very impressed with the show and fully
expect the Cattlemen’s Congress to
emerge as a national show leader in the
years to come.
Thank you for allowing me to be
your voice at our state Capitol. Please
feel free to reach out if there is anything
we can help you with. You can contact
me at 405-521-5630 or via email at
Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov.

Maintenance job awarded
at Burlington School
By Yvonne Miller
Joe Granados was hired as a maintenance person at Burlington School.
This was at a special meeting Thursday, Jan. 7. All board members were present:
Terry Graham, T.J. Rockenbach, April Kisling, Aaron Smith and Robert Hill.
Superintendent Dr. Stacy Croft and Minutes Clerk Tracy Granados also attended.
The board entered an approximate two-hour executive session. In that executive
session they were also to discuss hiring a new superintendent as Dr. Croft is retiring.
The only action taken upon return to open session was the hiring of Granados.
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My experience with the Covid vaccine
By Marione Martin
A week ago, Jan. 5, I received the
first of two vaccinations for coronavirus
immunization.
Since I’m a decade
past the over-65
criteria, I called
and booked my
appointment
the
first day it was
available in the
Woods
County
schedule.
I didn’t see
the announcement
on Facebook the
preceding Thursday, Dec. 31, but
an employee did and notified me.
First I wrote an article about it for
Friday’s Alva Review-Courier. Then I
realized I should call and book a spot.
Appointment times were already filling
up so I was scheduled for 2 p.m.
Instructions said not to arrive early.
A problem came up at the office which
actually made me about five minutes late.
I assumed entrance would be through
the front although that parking area was
oddly empty. I donned my facemask
and approached the doors to see a sign
directing me to the east or opposite side
of the building. I didn’t know the Alva
Recreation Center fieldhouse had an
east door!
I was closer to the south end of the
building so chose to drive that direction,
which was a mistake. It turned out there
was no parking on the east. Everyone
was parking at the north end of the
building. When I finally parked there
and started to exit my car, a nice man
in a National Guard uniform told me
I should wait in my car until someone
came to give me instructions.
I was deleting junk emails from my
phone when someone approached. I had
removed my keys from the ignition so
now my electric window would not roll
down. I started to open my door but
remembered my mask situated under
my chin. When I pulled it up, the mask
twisted and rolled. I impatiently yanked

it off and put it on properly. I opened my
door to a man holding a clipboard and
laughing at my struggles. He said he’d
be glad when we no longer had to wear
these things, and I agreed.
The whole process was handled very
efficiently. He explained what would
happen inside and directed me to walk
to the east door. From there, signs on the
wall showed the way. I entered a large
room where I first sat down to answer a
list of questions. “Are you sick?” “Are
you allergic to anything?” “Have you
ever reacted to an immunization?” “Are
you on a blood thinner?”
Once all the questions were
answered and I signed the form, I was
pointed to an available seat to receive
the vaccination. There was some banter
among those receiving the vaccine. As
the med tech was preparing my vaccine
dose, she commented it was fun being
in a small town because everyone knew
everyone else.
It’s wise to wear a short-sleeved top
for this. You can layer it with a jacket or
sweater for warmth. The shot is given in
the same large room with lots of people
around. It’s not a place where you can
comfortably remove clothing to bare
your arm.
Although I was warned about some
possible pain, I didn’t feel a thing when
the needle was inserted. I was given a
card showing I received the Moderna
vaccine and listing a date and time four
weeks away to return for the second
dose.
Then I was directed to the waiting
room down the hall. Chairs were
distanced with several pairs set close
for couples. We were to sit in this room
under the watchful eye of medical
personnel for 15 minutes to make sure
we didn’t have a severe reaction to the
vaccine.
When I entered, I immediately
recognized Arden and Nikki Chaffee.
Arden is the former Alva mayor and
Nikki is a retired nurse. I knew several
others in the room too. The Chaffees
seemed to know everyone. Arden kept
the room entertained until his 15 minutes
were up. As he and Nikki left the room
he said his only regret was that he was
not asked to give a speech. One woman
in the room had to wait 30 minutes
because her shellfish allergy could make
her more likely to have a reaction.

I had a Kindle e-reader tucked in my
bag but only managed to read one page
because the conversation in the room
was more interesting.
Side Effects
Before my appointment, I did a little
research about possible side effects
of the vaccine. I wasn’t particularly
worried since I’ve never had any side
effect or reaction to any previous
vaccinations. But this new vaccine is
still a little unknown.
On the arm where you receive the
shot, you could have pain or swelling.
Throughout the rest of your body, you
could have fever, chills, tiredness or
headache.
Since it was Tuesday, I went right
back to work at the newspaper office
and stayed until around 10:30 p.m. The
evening was spent pacing back and
forth by the printing press for an hour
checking inking and color alignment
and watching for problems. I spent the
rest of the evening putting inserts into
Newsgrams so my arms and hands had
a good workout.
When I went home, I felt fine and my
arm wasn’t even sore. However, during
the night the soreness set in. It hurt
more than my usual flu shot soreness.
Certain sleeping positions proved
uncomfortable. Then I had some mild
chills. Not wanting to get out of bed
and trek down the stairs for pain meds, I
just cranked up the electric blanket and
went back to sleep. Around 6:30 a.m.
when I awakened yet again, I gave up
and went downstairs for acetaminophen
(Tylenol). That soothed everything, and
I slept better.
I had a few chills the next morning,
and my arm was sore for several days. It
wasn’t enough to cause difficulty with
my normal work schedule. I did hear
from one man who said about five hours
after his shot, he experienced the whole
list of side effects for about an hour.
Then he was fine.
Still Need to Mask and Distance
The vaccine is about 95 percent
effective in preventing Covid-19 once
you’ve had the second vaccination and
allowed a couple of weeks for it to do
its thing in your body. Provided I get
the second shot, which I plan to do, I’ll
reach that point around the middle of
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Alva football, track coach
resigns; custodian retiring
By Marione Martin
Alva Public Schools Superintendent
Tim Argo announced Monday that
Alva High School football and track
coach Mike Shklar has submitted his
resignation. “We appreciate Mike’s
contribution these last few years and
wish him the best,” said Argo.
Reporting to the Alva Board of
Education, Argo also said longtime
Lincoln Elementary School custodian
Richard Anderson will retire effective
June 1. He expressed appreciation for
Anderson’s work over the years.
The board later approved a revised
list of extra duty assignments removing
Shklar. Argo said once AHS Principal
Cory Smith returns, an interim track
coach will be selected to finish the
season.
This is school board recognition
month, and Supt. Argo told the board
members how much their service means
to the school and the community. They
were presented certificates following
the meeting.
Demolition work is going on at the
art room, located south of the agriculture
facility. A city meeting Monday evening
would determine if a variance could be
granted temporarily to clear the way for
the remaining demolition work.
Argo said he believes in the next few
weeks, the school will be receiving a
second round of CARES federal funding

which is allocated through the Title 1
funding formula. “We anticipate we will
have a good allocation from the federal
government,” he said. Administrators
will meet to decide how the money can
be spent within the guidelines.
Terri Owen in the district office is
tasked with completing the reports for
the CARES funding and making sure
the money is collected. “Mrs. Owen
does a fantastic job,” said Argo. “You
have to have someone who is really
good at her job.”
After consultation with a committee
of teachers and parents through two
Google Meets, three school calendar
schedules were proposed for the next
school year. School staff then voted on
the three. The chosen calendar will begin
on Aug. 12 and end on May 18. Argo
said it will include 172 days of classes
with eight professional development
days for a total of 180 contracted days,
the same total days as in previous
years. The board officially approved the
calendar.
Board members attending the
Monday meeting were President Jane
McDermott, Tiffany Slater, Karen
Koehn and Larry Parker. Shane Hansen
was absent.
Financials
Supt. Argo provided the board
members with a chart showing how the
school stands on collections compared

to the estimate of needs. Six months
into the year, 42 percent of ad valorem
taxes, 31 percent of interest earnings,
21 percent of gross production and 43
percent of motor vehicle taxes have
been collected.
“Our collections are lower than what
they need to be for our estimate of needs,”
said Argo. However, CARES funding
and federal funding have improved
the financial picture by reimbursing a
number of expenses. Total collections
are 64% with that funding included.
Argo said REA and land earning are
up although gross production has been
down for some time. He was encouraged
that January gross production was
higher than it has been in the past
several months.
He praised the staff and administrators
who “are doing a fantastic job of keeping
those expenses low.”
There wasn’t anything to report in
the activity fund. Argo did point out
that the usual income from athletic gate
receipts and concert tickets is down
because attendance is limited to about
25 percent of capacity. Some of that
money is shared with other activities but
there won’t be as much this year. While
that income is down, expenses will be
about the same which will affect activity
account balances.
Argo provided a report on
participation in the child nutrition
program with more students enjoying
breakfast and lunch at the schools. He
said the federal government is making
an adjustment on their reimbursement
rate on school meals for 2021 which will
benefit the school and the child nutrition
fund. A letter was sent out to parents
reminding them that both breakfast and
lunch are free to all students through the
remainder of the school year.
The superintendent pointed out some
purchase orders of interest to the board.
In the general fund, $7,990 was being
spent on materials for the aeronautics
class which will be reimbursed through
a federal grant. Family Zone is an offsite
content filtering service that will track

See Alva Page 39

January 13, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 7

January 13, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 8

The South Barber Board of Education members were honored at their Monday night meeting for their years of service.
Members stand around a sign made for them at the elementary that says, “Have we told you ‘Reese’ently that you are
wonderful to work for?” Of course the sign was decorated with Reese’s candy for board members to take. From left: Deb
Helfrich, 21 years of service; Emily Lohmann, one year; Jenna Mostert, one year; Mark Pollock, eight years; Ryan Molz,
two years; Bryan Quick, 14 years; and Mike Miller, four years. Photo by Yvonne Miller

South Barber renews
Superintendent Miller’s contract
Awaiting licensing for daycare; Basketball homecoming
moved to Feb. 12; FFA Work Auction Feb. 18
By Yvonne Miller
Dr. Mylo Miller will continue to be
superintendent of South Barber School
through the 2022-23 school year. The SB
Board of Education approved his contract at
their January 2021 meeting Monday night.
All members were present as board
president Mark Pollock, who has served
eight years, called the meeting to order.
Superintendent Miller thanked the seven
men and women who serve voluntarily for
their service. He listed each member’s years
of service to the board, which follows: VicePresident Bryan Quick, 14 years; Ryan

Molz, two years; Deb Helfrich, 21 years;
Emily Lohmann, one year; Mike Miller,
four years, and Jenna Mostert, one year.
They met in the high school library for
spacious social distancing. Also present
were Superintendent Miller, Board Clerk/
Central Office Director Julie Johnson,
Grade 7-12 Principal Brent Shaffer,
Elementary Assistant Principal and 4th
grade teacher Kaynette Scheck. Insurance
Professional owner Bill Watson of Kiowa
attended to answer questions about the
school’s insurance purchased through him.
Last school year USD 255’s insurance

for commercial property, liability, cyber
solutions, business auto, commercial
umbrella, etc., cost approximately $83,000.
That coverage cost rose to $93,836 for this
year. Despite the increased insurance cost of
EMC through Watson, the board approved
the renewal.
However, Superintendent Miller noted
that worker’s comp insurance through EMC
last year was about $22,000. He found
worker’s comp insurance through Conrady
that will lower the premium to about $8300
for this year which the board approved.
Almost Two-Hour Executive Session
In the middle of the meeting the
board entered executive session. Johnson
confirmed it was several sessions that
totaled one hour and 45 minutes. A small
portion of that was to discuss and take
action on Superintendent Miller’s contract,
which they approved after returning to open
session.
The superintendent said the bulk of
the executive sessions were to discuss a
non-elected personnel issue. Upon return
to open session, the board took no action,
“yet,” the superintendent said.
Await Daycare License, Working To
Open the Doors
The multi-purpose concrete building
constructed just east of the elementary
building and paid for mainly with a FEMA
grant, is designated to become a daycare
facility in addition to the storm shelter it is
with capability to withstand an F5 tornado.
The board approved South Barber USD
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Obituaries
FAYETTA ACORD
Fayetta Delores (Harth) Acord passed
away on Monday, January 11, 2021, at
Share Medical Center
in Alva, Oklahoma.
Fayetta was born on
January 25, 1926,
to Hubert William
Harth and Fern Alice
(Morland)
Harth
in Woods County.
She spent most of
her childhood on a farm close to Farry,
Oklahoma. She graduated from Farry
High School in 1945. She excelled in
basketball and other sports in Farry.
She married Floyd Emmett Acord
on February 17, 1946, in Arkansas City,
Kansas, and they made their home in
Alva, Oklahoma. She was a homemaker
and a second mother to several nieces
and nephews. Her careers included
selling Tupperware, waitressing and
cleaning offices.
Fayetta was an active member of the
Town and Country Christian Church in
Alva. She was very active in the Ladies of
the Moose and held several offices. She
loved traveling, making quilts, playing
pitch and other games, cooking, helping
others and being with friends and family.
Fayetta’s loving spirit and presence
will be missed by all those fortunate
enough to be her family and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents,
Hubert and Fern Harth, sisters, Fern Anne
Wendling, and Hazel Rozella Wagner
and Verne, Iva Lou McDonald and James
Earl; brothers, Leonard William Harth
and Dorothy, Ollie Roland Harth and
Frankie, Alfred Eddy Harth and Darlene,
Harold Dean Harth, and Lytle Bennie
Harth; and nephew Patrick O’Leary.
She is survived by her sister-in-law
Nancy Marie Harth, and numerous
nieces and nephews.
In lieu of flowers, make a donation to
the Town and Country Christian Church
or the Moose Lodge in Alva, Oklahoma.
Graveside services will be held on
Monday, January 18, 2021, at 2 p.m. at
Alva Municipal Cemetery. Services will
be streamed live on the Wharton Funeral
Chapel Facebook page and also available
via FM radio for those who wish to stay
in their cars. Online condolences may
be made at www.whartonfuneralchapel.
com.

NITA LORRAINE CLARK
Nita Lorraine Clark, daughter of the
late Richard Travis and Juanita Cora
(Smith) Cunningham,
was
born
on
November 26, 1962,
on the military base in
Heidelberg, Germany,
and passed away
January 6, 2021, in
Colorado
Springs,
Colorado, at the age
of 58 years, 1 month, and 12 days.
Nita grew up in California and
graduated from Valley High School. She
was united in marriage to Kenneth Clark
for 30 years. In life she had four children:
Jasen, Heather, Casey, and Stacee. In 2002,
she moved to Alva to be the caregiver of
her parents. She worked for several years
as a cook for the Woods County Senior
Citizen’s Center. She loved her work there
and the people she met along the way. She
later took a job in the NWOSU cafeteria,
working there until her health declined.
Nita enjoyed reading, crafts, spending
time with her children and grandchildren,
and fostering cats.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Richard and Juanita.
Nita is survived by her children,
Jasen Boucher of Alva, Heather ClarkAnderson and husband Michael of
Edmond, Casey Clark and wife Kari of
Norman, and Stacee Clark of Guthrie;
two grandchildren, Colt and Koda
Anderson of Edmond; two brothers,
Richard Cunningham and wife Carol of
California, and Jack Cunningham and
wife Erin of Idaho; one sister, Vicki
Regnier of North Carolina; other relatives
and friends.
Remembrances may be shared with
the family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com.

WANDA MAE HOBBS COX
Wanda Mae Hobbs Cox was born on
August 4, 1934, to James and Maude
Hobbs in Mayfield,
Kansas. She was the
only girl with three
older brothers and
one younger brother:
Junior, Bill, Don,
and Richard “Dick”
Hobbs.
On January 25,
1951, Wanda married
Joe Cox at the court house in Medicine
Lodge, Kansas. Joe had to borrow $20
from Lamoine Woodson to marry his
bride, and many said it wouldn’t last a
month. The couple was just three weeks shy
of their 70th wedding anniversary.
Wanda was a homemaker for many
years raising their family of three boys:
Bob, Jim, and Bill and one daughter, Cindra.
Once the children were in school, Wanda
began her long career of cleaning houses
around Kiowa. One home she cleaned in
particular when she first started was for
Bubb and Mary Miller, and before she hung
her broom up for the last time 50-plus years
later she was still cleaning Mary’s house!
One of her favorite things to do was
attend the dances at the Vets Building
on Saturday nights, where she enjoyed
watching her favorite guy, Hank Thompson,
perform. Wanda had a passion for collecting
antiques, knick-knacks and all kinds of
chickens.
Wanda became a resident of the Kiowa
District Hospital Manor in October of 2019,
and passed peacefully there on January 4,
2021, at the age of 86 years and 5 months.
She had all the staff convinced that every
day was her “birthday,” so they would
treat her with her favorite breakfast of
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Cherokee school board hears about
financial worries; officially hires
Schanbacher as superintendent
By Kathleen Lourde
Acting
Superintendent
Bryce
Schanbacher opened the Cherokee
Board of Education’s regular January
meeting by thanking the board members.
“January
is
School
Board
Appreciation
Month,”
he
said.
“Sometimes it’s a very thankless job,
so we want to say thank you and we’ve
got a fancy certificate for all of you,” he
walked around the table, handing the
certificates out. “There’s no financial
reward,” he added. Chuckles rose from
around the room. As he re-took his seat,
he said, “Thank you. You guys are better
than anyone. We appreciate your time
and your commitment to your school
and your community.”
All board members were present:
Kory Littlefield, Kurtis Goodwin,
Amber Wilhite, Desiree Gibson and
Shane Parker.
Also present were Elementary
Principal Ruth Richmond, High
school principal Jeremy Hickman, and
Superintendent Bryce Shanbacher.
Financials Tight; More Covid
Funding On Its Way
Schanbacher reviewed some of the
difficult financial issues the school is
facing, particularly regarding money
held up in tax protests. The monthly
balance was not, as of Monday, in the
negative, he said, “but it’s not anywhere
that we’d like it to be. Our January

county tax check came in, and compared
to what it was at this time last year it’s
$800,000 less.”
After bills, the monthly balance
is a little over $200,000, he said. The
building fund and other funds were
closer to what was expected. The sinking
fund, which had been in the hole due to
the protests, is now at $354,000. “We’re
just not getting that money that should
go into the sinking fund. So we’ll have
to have more conversations, but that’s
where we are as of today.”
The school is not spending any
money out of the general fund, he said.
“The last set of purchase orders we did
sign were for those commitments that
we made to our seniors that had taken
college classes.” He said a big expense
will be upon them soon: “One expense
we have that comes either at the end of
December or in January is the visual
inspection fee, and that’s $42,000. That
basically comes out of that tax money
that we collect at this time. Other than
that, we don’t have anything but basic
utilities and payroll.”
Schanbacher is expecting to receive
more Covid-19-related government
funding. “Right now, we expect to
receive $171,000 this time. It was about
$50,000 the first time, so this is quite
a bit more and that will help us get
through the end of the year. There are
some limitations to it.” Schanbacher said

meetings were in the works to help his
team figure out creative ways to use the
money as effectively as possible.
He has sent out a survey to all staff
inquiring if they intend to return for the
next school year. The surveys are due
back on Jan. 22.
“That should help in the decisionmaking process with what we have to
go through,” he said. He has yet more
meetings in the works, one with a
financial institution to discuss options.
“It’s been a busy few days already back
trying to reach out to as many agencies
and organizations as I can, just to try
solicit some help and guidance as we go
through the next few months,” he said.
School Activities
Elementary Principal Ruth Richmond
told the board that a teacher in-service
would be held on Jan. 22, “Other than
that, we’re in class, hoping to stay in
class,” she said.
High School Principal Jeremy
Hickman spoke next.
“We had a three-day high school
basketball tournament this weekend.
I thought it was a great success. As
always, the community helped out,” he
said. “The girls’ basketball team was the
champion of the tournament, and the
boys were runner up. All-Tournament
Team for the boys were Gabe Wyatt and
Ruston James. All-Tournament Team
for the girls were Gracie Leslie, Bridget
Wilhite and Abby Guffy.”
Students in grades 5-12 are playing
hard. “We’re playing about four nights a
week,” said Hickman. “The speech team
is competing, but it is virtually. We have
85 students in junior high and 111 in the
high school.”
Hickman also reported the school had
received a very generous donation from
the Reitz family for the music program.
“Many Christmas gifts were given
through our community organizations
in Cherokee and Alva, plus several
individuals helped out,” he said. “Our
local firemen delivered gifts to about 15
families.”
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Loud music leads to drug charge
By Marione Martin
Loud music led to a traffic stop in
Cherokee that resulted in a drug charge.
According to court documents, the
complaint came from a neighbor who
complained someone was playing music
in his vehicle too loudly, and it woke up
her household. The call came in at 11:42
p.m. on January 2.
When Cherokee Police Officer
Tristan Hall arrived on South Texas
Street, the woman filing the complaint
said the man drove away in a silver
vehicle with a California tag. As Hall
was driving south on Grand Avenue, he
observed the vehicle at 5th and Grand. He
initiated a traffic stop and made contact
with the driver, known to him as Tamel
Lewis from previous dealings. He was
aware that Lewis does not have a valid
driver’s license. He explained he was
stopping the vehicle because of a noise
complaint.
As Hall talked to Lewis, he observed
a plastic bag containing a white

substance on the center console of the
vehicle. Asked what it was, Lewis said
it was nothing. Hall asked Lewis to hand
him the bag. He observed it contained a
white powdery substance and inside was
a second baggie with a large amount of
white powdery substance. Hall notified
dispatch and requested another officer.
Lewis initially stated the bag
contained Vicodin and he was using it
for tooth pain. When Hall explained that
it was illegal to possess Vicodin without
a prescription, Lewis immediately
stated it was Tylenol 3, according to the
affidavit. Hall knew Tylenol 3 is also a
scheduled narcotic. Lewis was placed
in handcuffs and was allowed to contact
his cousin to retrieve the vehicle. Lewis
continued to change what the substance
might be and asked that it be tested.
Cherokee Police Chief Ryan McNeil
checked that the distance between where
Lewis was stopped in the 500 block of
South Fifth and the front door of the
Cherokee Junior-Senior High School

was approximately 824 feet, according
to Google maps.
Lewis was transported to the Alfalfa
County Jail where McNeil and Hall
tested the white substance. The result
was positive for the presence of codeine.
Hall observed the baggie was packaged
in a way for meant for distribution with
the opening heat-sealed closed and
containing a premeasured amount. The
total weight with the outer bag was
approximately 15 grams. The bag inside
with the powdery substance weighed
13.5 grams. The item will be submitted
to the OSBI Lab for official weight and
substance identity.
Tamel Laron Lewis, 35, of Cherokee,
has been charged with unlawful
possession of controlled drug with
intent to distribute while within 2,000
feet of a school, a felony. This crime is
punishable by a term of imprisonment
in the custody of the Department of
Corrections for not more than 14 years
and a fine of not more than $200,000.

Barber County Cattlemen’s
Association to award scholarships
By Justin Goodno, County Agent
The Barber County Cattlemen’s
Association will once again be offering
scholarships to local high school seniors
and college age youth. Scholarships
will be a minimum of $500 each and
are available to any Barber County
resident, individual attending high
school in Barber County or individual
with parent(s) operating an agricultural
endeavor within Barber County. Previous
applicants and recipients may re-apply.

Recipients may receive a scholarship up
to two years.
Scholarship applications are available
in the Barber County Extension Office
and online at https://www.barber.kstate.edu/. Deadline for submitting the

completed application to the Barber
County Extension Office is Feb. 12. For
more information, please contact Justin
Goodno at the Barber County Extension
Office at 620-886-3971 or jgoodno@
ksu.edu.
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Freedom school
board approves staff
attending Nashville
education conference

Kiowa City
Clerk Brewer
abruptly
resigns

By Kathleen Lourde
The Freedom Board of Education held its regular monthly meeting – a brief one,
only 7 minutes long – Monday evening. Present were Board President Shane Morris
and members Phillip Kirkpatrick, Robert Babcock and Russell Reed. Also attending
were Superintendent Bryant Weber and Minutes Clerk Patricia Dauphin. Board
member Shan Wilson was absent.
The board approved a request to send staff to the Model Schools Conference in
Nashville, Tennessee, to be held June 26 through July 1. Federal grant funds will pay
the cost.
The model schools conference is put on by the International Center for Leadership
in Education, affiliated with textbook publisher Houghton Mifflin. The conference
will focus on such topics as addressing inequities and achievement gaps, embedding
social and emotional learning in everyday learning, re-prioritizing curriculum,
standards and assessments; and aligning systems and structures to optimize learning.
Other Board Business
In other business the board approved changes made to the 2020-21 school calendar
regarding snow days, and approved the 2021-22 school year calendar as well.
The board also approved the consent agenda, consisting of past meeting minutes;
the treasurer’s report; encumbrances for general, building and child nutrition funds;
reports on the building, child nutrition and activity funds; and warrant signing for the
general fund.

Searching for
replacement
By Yvonne Miller
Kiowa City Clerk Trish Brewer
unexpectedly submitted her resignation
to City Administrator Sam Demel on
Dec. 22. Demel said she gave two weeks
notice and her last day was Jan. 4.
Brewer told the new administrator
she took a job elsewhere but would not
share the location, as she was advised
not to, Demel said. She has moved
away from Kiowa. Looking back in the
archives, Brewer was officially hired at
the June 2017 meeting of Kiowa’s City
Council. She had moved to town with
her husband Virgil “Dusty” Brewer who
was Barber County Undersheriff at the
time.
Kiowa’s City Council is starting a
search for a new city clerk. Demel asks
that candidates send their resume and
references to cityadmin@kiowaks.org.
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Woods County to sell
two surplus fire trucks
By Marione Martin
During their regular meeting Monday,
the Woods County commissioners
voted to surplus two fire trucks and
sell them through sealed bids. One is a
2009 Ford brush rig with foam system,
tank and pump from the Greenleaf Fire
Department. The other is a 2013 Ford
brush rig and skid unit with water pump
from Freedom Fire Department. The
trucks have been replaced with newer
models.
The county will place newspaper
ads with instructions on how to present
sealed bids. If bids offered are not high
enough, the county will probably send
the trucks to be auctioned off.
Chairman Randy McMurphy was
trying to determine the order trucks
are being replaced among the county
fire departments and which ones have
extended warranties. County Emergency
Manager Ethan Feidling stopped by the

meeting and explained the extended
warranty vehicles are a little newer and
not ready to be rotated out yet.
The commissioners accepted a list
of six month bids, generally accepting
the lowest bids. McMurphy said some
might not be the lowest until travel time
was figured into the cost. For instance,
traveling to Clinton to get a load of hot
blacktop mix was not practical as it
would cool too much to use by the time
it arrived in Woods County.
A road crossing for Alfalfa
Electric Cooperative was approved in
McMurphy’s District 2. He said it was
an overhead line going to a new tower.
No fee was required.
The following monthly reports were
approved:
Assessor Collections $225.75
County Clerk Office Collections
$13,414
Court
Clerk
Office
Balance

$66,548.66
Court Clerk RM&P Balance
$3,904.74
Election Board Balance $3,757.14
Health Department Collections $0.32
Treasurer’s
Office
Balance
$18,557.95
The Pitney Bowes lease for the
courthouse was approved. The lease for
a postage machine is billed quarterly in
the amount of $311.01.
Under new business, Commissioner
John Smiley said 22 wind turbines are
now up in the Sundance Wind project in
District 3. Commissioner David Hamil,
who has returned after a bout with
Covid, reported on plans to purchase a
lot adjoining the District 1 county shed
property.
The
commissioners
approved
minutes of the last meeting, warrants
and claims, monthly appropriations and
blanket purchase orders.

South Barber 2nd quarter
honor roll, grades 7-12
Superintendent’s Honor Roll
7 Grade – Tanith Erikson, Danielle
MacKinney
th

8th Grade – Reagan Grieve
9th Grade – Jewell Briggs
11th Grade – Claire Pollock

12th Grade – Chloe Blunk, Nora
Gugelmeyer, Tyler Schubach
Principal’s Honor Roll
th Grade – Lily Shurter
8th Grade – Jasmine Israel
9th Grade – Arrington Allen, Autumn
Drake, Jessica Jahay
11th Grade – Grace Cantrell, Ruston
Erikson
12th Grade – Porsha Binning, Dane
Coggins, Allie Hoch, Haylee Miller, Emilio
Perez, Kate Perschbacher
Honorable Mention
7th Grade – Lily Dunham, Brayden
Duvall
8th Grade – Cheyenne Brown, Rylie
Gipson, Cody Tomberlin
9th Grade – Bryce Duvall, Zander Myers
10th Grade – Jazzmin Binning
11th Grade – Bianca Binning, Avery
Grieve, Gatlin Jewell, Caden Rathgeber,
Antonio Vasquez
12th Grade – Lacee Wolf
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South Barber elementary school
students make honor roll
The following 98 students from
South Barber Elementary School, grades
K – 6th, are honorees of Principal’s
Honor Roll and Superintendent’s Honor
Roll. A pizza party will be held in honor
of their achievement.
South Barber Superintendent’s
Honor Roll (All As)
Kindergarten – Lilyann Anderson,
Addison Blevins, Luella Bogatay,
Hesston Brattin, Taten Graves, Livia
Miller, Tacksen Ricke, Brantley Stroh,
Braylynn Williams.
1st Grade – Hayden Hutson, Lexie
Lohmann, Raegen Quick, Sara Unger.
2nd Grade – Vance Allen, Liam
Brattin, Kaylee Carwile, Paislee Hill,
Channing Humphrey, Dyson Inman,
Cynthia Maas, James MacKinney,
Aaralynn Perrin, Morgan Quick, Piper
Rhodes, Kaston Robertson, Miles Sena,

Audrey Simpson, Alaska Strait,
3rd Grade – Aleaha Anderson,
Makenna Brattin, Callen Corr, Alana
Edstrom, Janda Goodno.
4th Grade – Lane Clover, Melany
Duvall, Breckyn Hiltner, Lynnon
Humphrey, Easton Molz, Taisen Ricke.
5th Grade – Isaac Angle, Farrah
Fossoh, Candice MacKinney, Keagan
McMurray,
Adrienne
Simpson,
Steele Smith, 6th Grade – Aneesa
Courson, Joshua MacKinney, Kenslea
Schupbach, Angel Stewart, Austin
Swonger.
South Barber Principal’s Honor Roll
(All As and Bs)
Kindergarten – Wilson Beaman,
Carson Howland, Joseph MacKinney,
Adriaan Mostert, Ahrianna Pulliam,
Jaxson Robertson.
1st Grade – Hailey Foster, William

French, Jayli Jones, Trinity Reed.
2nd Grade – Chisum Howland,
Ryan Maxwell, Johnathan Smith.
3rd Grade – Bradley Cropp, Jancey
Goodno, Julian Gutierrez, Remi Quick,
Jenna Shields, BaiLea Swonger, Cara
Whitaker, LillyAnne Wilson.
4th Grade – Ethan Anderson,
Brittlyn Collins, Christian Gutierrez,
Izzy Maas, Gwinn Rugg, Saige Schurter,
Katharina Unger, Torin Walter.
5th Grade – Carra Beaman,
Carthrae Courson, Lyndsay Cropp,
Jeslin Durham, Chance Howland,
Devin Olson, Vance Stewart.
6th Grade – Tyler Archuleta,
Caylee Bridwell, Garen Cantrell,
Olivia Carwile, Paxton Clark, Reignie
Coggins, Cherokee Israel, Nicolai
Loewenstein, Samantha Long, Miley
Turner, Rowan Walter.

Appropriations approved in Alfalfa County
By Stacy Sanborn
The Alfalfa County commissioners
(Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague, and
Mike Roach) met up Monday morning
at their regular meeting time. They
started with the usual items of business,
approving last week’s meeting minutes,
the maintenance and operation payment
warrants, and blanket purchase orders.
There were no road-crossing permits,
leading the men into the next item of
approving a request to remove former
District 2 commissioner Stan Tucker as
requisitioning officer and replacing him
with Mike Roach.
An updated resolution designating
requisitioning and receiving officers for
FY 20-21, a request to renew Melvin
Ricke’s term for the Alfalfa County
EMS Board, and a resolution for Fair
Board members for new terms were also
signed off on. Only one person from
each district filed for those positions, so

there will be no election.
The commissioners will meet next
on Tuesday, Jan. 19 due to Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day that Monday.
Appropriations
Highway $252,389.89
County Clerk Preservation $2,000.81
County Clerk $229.78
Assessor Revolving $165
Assessor Visual $3.75
Court Clerk Rec Management
$189.75
Enhanced 911 $7,842.62
Sheriff Cash $2,775.66
Sheriff Revolving $34.42
Cash Highway Districts $18,433.98
Highway T-8 $17,772.12

Highway T-3 District 3 $30,000
Highway District 1 $162,815.84
Treasurer $105
Sales Tax Fairgrounds $9,912.08
Sales Tax Health $49,378.25
Cash 911 Sales Tax $9,585.68
Cash Contingency $16,590.65
SL-18 Election Board County
General M&O $210
SJ-10 $85.28
Alcoholic Beverage Tax
Aline $702.60; Amorita $125.59;
Burlington $515.93; Byron $118.80;
Carmen $1,204.98; Cherokee $5,084.66;
Goltry $845.18; Helena $4,762.20; Jet
$722.99; Lambert $20.37
Total: $14,103.30
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New Barber County Sheriff LeClair to focus
on narcotics problem and officer training
By Yvonne Miller
Following the constitution, protecting
the people, tackling the serious narcotics
problem in this area, and giving deputies
the training they need, are top priorities
listed by the new Barber County, Kansas,
Sheriff Jason LeClair.
LeClair was sworn in at a ceremony
Monday morning at the Barber County
Courthouse in Medicine Lodge. In an
interview with the Newsgram Sunday
he said, “Absolutely, I am very ready to
serve.”
He was born in Medicine Lodge and
lived in Sharon, Kansas, until age 12 when
his family moved to Monett in southwest
Missouri where his dad was a banker.
He graduated from Stover High School
at Lake of the Ozarks. LeClair attended
Missouri Southern State University in
Joplin where he graduated from the police
academy in December 2003.
His first law enforcement job was in
the small town Sarcoxie, Missouri, where
he worked four or five years and began
working narcotics cases. Then he returned
to Monett for 3.5 years and worked
narcotics cases the majority of the time.
Eventually he served on the Southwest
Missouri Drug Task Force, which covered
a multi-county area out of Barry County.
State-funded, the task force had layoffs
and LeClair said he only worked there one
year.
Next he worked in Cassville, also
in Barry County. He helped develop a
narcotics program there for three or four
years. In 2012 he said one of his sisters
was diagnosed with breast cancer and
he moved back to Kansas. With the oil
boom happening in the area he worked
for Experitech in Kiowa and became their

The new Barber County Sheriff, Jason LeClair, is sworn into office Monday by
County Clerk Debbie Wesley.
operations director/coordinator for two
years – overseeing a $4.5 million budget,
equipment,
vehicles,
management.
“Everything that didn’t have a heartbeat,”
he laughed. Next LeClair did lots of radio
equipment for TPK in Alva until they
closed with the oil bust.
He started working on a ranch near
Hardtner owned by his brother-in-law
Bill Cundiff and Maria (LeClair’s sister).
“I was approached two years ago about
running for sheriff,” he said and started
getting the certification, etc., he needed. In
fact the last two months LeClair returned

to Cassville and helped his old boss to
gain more experience for himself – get up
to speed on the latest. The sheriff said he’s
been on reserve with Barry County since
2016.
When asked what initially attracted
him to law enforcement, LeClair said, “As
a kid in school I always stood up for the
ones who couldn’t stand up for themselves.
I’ve always had that protection mentality.”
He laughed as he told that he always
wanted to be a pro-golfer. “But I realized
I wasn’t ever going to be a Tiger Woods.”
His parents Jerry and Shirley LeClair
still reside in Sharon. His three older
sisters are Michelle Eck of Sharon; Maria
Cundiff of Hardtner; and Lisa LeClair of
Edmond. He also lives in Sharon.
Sheriff LeClair’s Passion for Battling
Narcotics and His Plan
“There is a serious narcotics problem
in this area. Narcotics has always been my
specialty,” LeClair said. The years he’s
lived in Barber County as a citizen he saw

See Sheriff Page 34
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Order photos
on our
website.
Browse ﬁles
from events
to see all the
photos, not
just those
published.
We post photos from all kinds of events we cover for news
and sports. Click on More Photos at the top of the home page.
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Covid positive cases decreasing
in Alfalfa, Woods counties
By Marione Martin
Although state numbers remain
high, active Covid-19 cases in several
northwest Oklahoma counties are
dropping. According to the Oklahoma
State Department of Health (OSDH) on
Tuesday, Jan. 12, the state had 40,024
active cases, down slightly from the
previous day’s report.
The state had 29 additional deaths
listed on Tuesday. On Monday, Alfalfa
County had a new death added, bringing
their total to five. It appears the new
death is from the Aline zip code where
deaths increased to two.
On Tuesday, Alfalfa County had 49

active cases compared to 67 a week ago.
Woods County was at 79 on Tuesday,
down from 165 a week ago. Looking at
surrounding counties, Grant showed a
slight decrease of three from last week
with 41 currently active. Major County
at 75 is higher than the 52 listed last
week. Woodward County is also higher
at 191, up from 123 last week.
As of Tuesday in Alfalfa County,
Cherokee continued to have the highest
number of active cases at 31 followed
by Helena with seven. Aline had four,
Burlington three, Carmen two, Goltry
one and none for Jet. James Crabtree
Correctional Center in Helena had no

active inmate cases.
In Woods County, Alva was at 57
followed by Waynoka with 15. Dacoma
and Freedom had two active cases each.
Bill Johnson Correctional Center in Alva
had no active cases.
In-person classes resumed Tuesday,
Jan. 11, at Northwestern Oklahoma
State University in Alva. NWOSU
posts current Covid positive numbers
on their website each Friday. The
numbers shown are a total from
all three campuses: Alva, Enid and
Woodward. On Jan. 8, NWOSU listed
eight students and one employee as
having active Covid cases.

Oklahoma governor pushes
for return to in-person schools
By Ken Miller
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt on Tuesday announced
a new policy that he said will allow more
in-person classroom teaching at state
schools that implement mask wearing requirements, despite the rising number of
coronavirus cases in the state.
"Schools that enforce the use of masks
will not have to quarantine potential exposures (of students and teachers) unless

they're showing symptoms" of the virus,
Stitt said.
Any person who tests positive still must
quarantine at home, said state health Commissioner Dr. Lance Frye.
Stitt cited a recent American Academy of Pediatrics study in North Carolina
found 32 in-school transmissions of the virus among 773 COVID-19 cases at schools
that followed safety procedures that include
mask wearing, social distancing and fre-

quent hand-washing.
Local school district decisions are made
by the district's school board, and Stitt said
he supports local control.
"Decisions about schools should be
made by parents at the dinner table, not at
a union hall by people with their own agenda," Stitt said.
Alicia Priest, president of the Oklahoma
Education Association, the state's largest
teacher union, called Stitt's comments confusing.
"The governor and his team have many
of the same values as the educators who
make up the OEA. We want what's best for
kids," Priest said in a statement. "In-person
learning is best for teachers and students ...
the governor says schools are safe, but what
is he doing to ensure that? He calls for no
quarantining when there is a mask policy
but won't demand strong mask policies."
Stitt has resisted a statewide mask mandate, saying he doesn't believe one is enforceable, but has encouraged residents to
wear masks in public.
Members of the Oklahoma House Democratic Education Group, in a statement,
called the Republican governor's plan reckless.

See Stitt Page 30
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The power of words in crisis:
Who hits mark, and who misses?
By Michael Tackett
WASHINGTON (AP) — In moments
of crisis, of war and terror, of loss and
mourning, American leaders have sought
to utter words to match the moment in
hope that the power of oratory can bring
order to chaos and despair.
Lincoln at Gettysburg. Franklin Roosevelt during the Depression and World
War II. Reagan after the Challenger disaster. Bill Clinton after the Oklahoma City
bombing. George W. Bush with a bullhorn at Ground Zero in 2001 and Barack
Obama after the slaughter of congregants
at a South Carolina church.
Each time, the speakers, Republican
and Democrat, extemporaneously or with
a script, managed to sound notes that
brought at least a temporary sense of national unity and purpose.
"I really think there is something at the
very core of our humanity that only words
can satisfy," said Wayne Fields, author of
"Union of Words: A History of Presidential
Eloquence," and a professor at Washington
University in St. Louis. "Almost as much
as our need to be touched in the most desperate of circumstances is our need to be
spoken to. Public despair in particular has
to be literally addressed, I think, if it is to
be overcome, must be articulated and then
transcended."
In the aftermath of a violent insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, a cathedral of democracy, President Donald Trump did not
meet that prescription. He scaled the walls
of false equivalency and descended into
the canyons of conspiracy.
He stirred the riotous mob with his
"fight like hell" speech before his supporters marched to the Capitol, then delivered
a tepid appeal for nonviolence, telling his
supporters he loved them. This came well

after the man voters chose to succeed him,
President-elect Joe Biden, had summoned
outrage, empathy and a sense of a path forward.
Trump has never been much for the
big speech. Those he has given, like his
Oval Office address about the pandemic
in March, contained more than one large
error. His preferred medium was Twitter,
where his 280-characters-at-a-time rhetoric was a study in hortatory rather than oratory. And by Friday, Twitter had shut down
his account permanently.
The oratory of crisis typically consists
of either a formal statement or an extemporaneous speech. Bush's initial speech after
9/11 was not particularly well received.
But his appearance in the rubble of the
World Trade Center bombing was considered one of his finest moments, in which he
found just the right words when speaking
to rescue workers who said, "I can't hear
you."
Using a bullhorn, Bush responded: "I
can hear you! I can hear you! The rest of
the world hears you. And the people who
knocked these buildings down will hear all
of us soon."
Other presidents have made more direct appeals for healing. Ronald Reagan,
poised to deliver a State of the Union address, had to pivot to address the national tragedy of the explosion of the space
shuttle Challenger, and the loss of its crew
of seven, including the teacher Christa
McAuliffe.
"I know it is hard to understand, but
sometimes painful things like this happen,"
Reagan said. "It's all part of the process of
exploration and discovery. It's all part of
taking a chance and expanding man's horizons. The future doesn't belong to the fainthearted; it belongs to the brave. The Challenger crew was pulling us into the future,
and we'll continue to follow them."
Clinton was known for his feel-yourpain persona, on display after the Oklahoma City bombing. "You have lost too
much, but you have not lost everything,"
he said. "And you have certainly not lost
America, for we will stand with you for as
many tomorrows as it takes."
After the killing of congregants at Mother Emanuel church in Charleston, South
Carolina, Obama sang the hymn "Amazing
Grace" and also challenged the nation. "At
some point," he said, "we as a country will

have to reckon with the fact that this type of
mass violence does not happen in other advanced countries. It doesn't happen in other
places with this kind of frequency. And it
is in our power to do something about it."
Unlike Trump, Biden was unsparing
in his remarks after the insurrection at
the Capitol about where blame lay. "They
weren't protesters," Biden said. "Don't dare
call them protesters. They were a riotous
mob, insurrectionists, domestic terrorists.
It's that basic. It's that simple."
But Biden also promised a better day
ahead, saying that the rioters did not represent the "true America."
"Oratory in such times, just by being
composed at a time when things are falling
apart, reassures and opens a door for positive responses and for hope," Fields said.
"Ironically, in being spoken to we can be
reassured that we are being heard, that the
fears and emotions we have been too distressed to compose, can be articulated, can
be expressed."
Most times, presidents themselves don't
write the words that are most remembered,
but their speechwriters know their voice
and sentiments. Obama and Clinton heavily
edited their speeches; Lincoln wrote many
of his own. The most memorable words
from Trump's inaugural address were about
the need to end an "American carnage" that
existed mostly in his own mind.
Soon, Biden's words will be the ones
the nation examines. He has a mixed history with oratory. His first presidential campaign ended largely because he appropriated language from a British politician, Neil
Kinnock, a literary theft that today seems
almost benign. But Biden even then, in
1987, was also known for his ability to use
words, albeit sometimes too many of them.
The president-elect is fond of both lofty
rhetoric spoken with an eye to history and
the common language of the union hall.
He will need to summon both in the days
ahead, navigating the fractious end to the
Trump presidency and imploring the nation
to turn the page.
The word crisis has its origins in the
Greek language. Loosely translated, it
means the stage of a disease where one
lives or dies. It can be overused in the
modern context, but few would argue
the American democracy is not facing

See Words Page 26
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Column: Another boring blowout
in the era of super teams
By Paul Newberry
By halftime, with Alabama clearly unstoppable and cruising toward a perfect
season, the mind began to wander toward
an obvious question.
Has Nick Saban, the greatest coach in
the history of college football, assembled
the greatest team of them all?
Certainly, a case can be made for a
group that breezed through a Southeastern
Conference-only schedule in a pandemic-plagued season while barely breaking a
sweat.
"I think we're the best team to ever
play," quarterback Mac Jones said. "There's
no team that will ever play an SEC schedule like that. I'm so happy to win this game
and kind of put the icing on the cake."
Hold up, though.
It was only a year ago that LSU romped
to the national title with a juggernaut of a
team led by Heisman Trophy winner Joe
Burrow and a horde of NFL-bound players.
Come to think of it, a case could also
be made for the 2018 Clemson Tigers,
thoroughly dominant as they became the
first team ever to finish 15-0.
There's something to be said for this
era of superpower teams, with all their individual brilliance.
Without question, it was utterly thrilling to watch DeVonta Smith gliding past
Ohio State's befuddled defense, basically
uncoverable as he turned in an MVP performance in only half a game.
But parity has left the building in college football, producing a rash of playoff
blowouts that have, frankly, sucked all the
drama out of the game's grandest stage.
One could almost hear millions of
homebound fans reaching for their remotes
when the Crimson Tide trotted off the field
in South Florida with an 18-point halftime
lead.
By the time it mercifully ended, with
Alabama celebrating a 52-24 rout of the
Buckeyes, most of the nation had surely
tuned out this Picasso of a performance
by the crimson-clad bunch of future firstround picks.
Who could blame 'em?
This script has become numbingly routine. No one has come within 17 points
of the last three champions in the College
Football Playoff. The average margin of

their postseason triumphs was 25.3 points.
Last season, it was LSU that shredded
Oklahoma 63-28 in the semifinals and
crushed Clemson 42-25 in the title game.
The year before, it was the Tigers who
set the standard: smoking Notre Dame
30-3 in the semis before a stunning 44-16
wipeout of Alabama in the national championship game.
Now comes the Crimson Tide (13-0),
which endured just one game that was
closer than 15 points and, amazingly,
scored in all but two of 52 quarters over
the course of the 2020-21 campaign.
Alabama coasted past Notre Dame
31-14 in the semifinals and was never seriously threatened Monday night, scoring on
five of its first six possessions against an
Ohio State defense that looked as though
it couldn't get enough players on the field.
Smith, every bit the worthy Heisman
winner, hauled in 12 receptions for 215
yards and three touchdowns in a mere 30
minutes; he was knocked out of the game
with a hand injury early in the third quarter
and celebrated in workout attire.
"Heaven knows what he could have
done if he had played the whole game,"
Saban said.
Jones, the unheralded recruit who bided his time behind Jalen Hurts and Tua
Tagovailoa, capped off his lone season as
the starting quarterback by completing 36
of 45 passes for 464 yards and five TDs.
The final piece of the Tide's three-headed offensive monster, running back Najee
Harris, totaled three scores and 158 yards
with running and receiving skills that will
surely serve him well at the next level.
"This is a great team," Saban said.
Let's not forget the architect of it all,
the guy who came to Tuscaloosa in 2007
when the Alabama program was in tatters

and pulled off a feat that no one though
possible.
Saban claimed his seventh national title to surpass the record he shared with the
man in the houndstooth hat, Bear Bryant.
Asked if he could put his achievement
in perspective, Saban replied, "Not really.
I'm just happy we won tonight. I haven't
really thought about that because I'm always looking forward. I just love this
team so much and what they've been able
to do, I can't even put it into words."
Saban has always been reticent to
compare teams, but he was surprisingly
blunt when asked about the legacy of his
latest group.
Of all his championship teams, this is
clearly his favorite.
"To me, this team has accomplished
more than any of those other teams," Saban said. "No disrespect to those other
teams, but this team won 11 SEC games.
This team won the SEC, went undefeated
in the SEC, and beat two great teams in
the playoff.
"There's quite a bit to write about
when it comes to the legacy of this team."
The sparse, socially distanced crowd
at Hard Rock Stadium was serenaded
with "Sweet Home Alabama" before the
trophy was handed out.
In all likelihood, there's weren't too
many people still watching at home.
Greatness is to be appreciated, for
sure.
But it sure is boring.
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Words

one. The challenge for crisis oratory is to
not underplay the severity of the problem
or foster a new sense of panic.
The most effective oratory has, at its
core, a sense of authenticity, which plays
to Biden's strength.
"Words matter. Words can explain, inspire, console, and heal. In the past, presidents have tried to do these things, with
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various degrees of success," said John J.
Pitney, a professor of politics at Claremont McKenna College, adding: "Trump
is unique in that he has made things much
worse."
On Tuesday, as he was leaving for an
event to boast about wall construction at
the Mexican border, Trump had another
chance to soothe the public. He chose in-

stead to focus on blaming others.
"This impeachment is causing tremendous anger, as you're doing it, and
it's really a terrible thing that they're doing," Trump said. "For Nancy Pelosi and
Chuck Schumer, to continue on this path. I
think it's causing tremendous danger to our
country, and it's causing tremendous anger.
I want no violence. Thank you."

Cherokee

The trophy auction was Tuesday
night at the fairgrounds. Tenth graders
will tour Northwest Technology Center
this month. The student council blood
drive will be Jan. 28, and basketball
homecoming will be Jan. 29.
Covid-19
Covid cases appear to be low at the
schools right now, Schanbacher said,
“although I say that very cautiously
because last month I said that and then
two days later it went the other way. So
that’s how quickly it can change,” he
said. “Looking at today’s attendance, we
don’t currently have anyone in distance
learning, which means we don’t have
anybody at home with it. There’s not
a positive case. We do have some kids
who are just absent. So as of now, our
numbers coming back from Christmas
break seem to be much better than when
we left.”
Schanbacher recommended to the
board that the current health protocols
and policies related to Covid-19 should
be continued, with one exception: he
asked for administration to be given the
freedom to decide if any of the activities
can continue, should the school have to

go completely virtual.
“Currently our policy says if we have
to go virtual as a site or a district, then
all of our activities would be canceled,”
he said. “What I would like to change
there is to give the administration the
ability to make decisions based on the
situation and circumstances surrounding
that closure.”
If he were given that latitude, he
might be able to find coaches or sponsors
who are still able to transport students to
activities, he said.
“Activities are just so important
to our kids right now, and if there’s
anything we can do to ensure those
things are able to continue, whether it
be ball games, speech contests, livestock
shows, anything like that, if we have the
means to make those things happen I
think we owe it to them to do that. Our
policy now doesn’t give us the option.”
The board voted to approve the
change, with Kurtis Goodwin voting
against.
Other Board Business
The board went into executive session
for a few minutes to discuss the hiring of
a new superintendent, including salary,
contract and extra duty. Upon return to
open session, the board approved hiring
Bryce Schanbacher as superintendent,
and approved the salary and contract.
At the close of the meeting,
Schanbacher thanked the board.
“Thanks,” he said. “I appreciate your
support. In education, sometimes it’s
not about winning or losing it’s about
playing the game and playing it right and
playing it hard. I want to see everything
doing the best for our kids and our school
and our community here. I appreciate

the opportunity you’ve given me, and
I’m going to work my tail off to make it
a great day to be a Chief.”
The board also completed some
essential housekeeping by accepting
the resignations of Donna Anderson
and Charles Anderson. “That kind of
finalizes that,” said Schanbacher.
The school calendar is under
development. Meetings are underway
with staff throughout the district. “We’d
like to make that kind of a district-based
decision with some options, and we’ll
try to bring that to you next month,” he
said.
The board also approved the consent
agenda, consisting of minutes of past
meetings; encumbrances, purchase
orders and warrants for the general and
child nutrition funds; the treasurer’s
report and the activity fund report.
Schanbacher paused at the end of
the meeting to recognize some staff who
have gone “above and beyond.”
“I’m very, very impressed with Billy
Irvin, Bucky Bell, Sharon Inman, David
Newlin, Christi Graham – they’ve done a
tremendous job at our basketball games
with our cleaning that we’ve asked them
to do, whether it’s spraying down the
benches between the ball games, wiping
down handrails, and just some extra
steps they’ve taken. I’ve had numerous
people from the community come up
and thank us for doing that.” The staff
members said several people had come
up and personally thanked them.
“So if you see those people, just
let them know that they’re appreciated
because they’re going above and beyond
right now. They’re really doing a great
job,” he said.
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US will require all
arriving passengers
to get COVID-19 test
By Mike Stobbe And David Koenig
NEW YORK (AP) — Anyone flying to the U.S. will soon need
to show proof of a negative test for COVID-19, health officials announced Tuesday.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention requirement
expands on a similar one announced late last month for passengers
coming from the United Kingdom. The new order takes effect in two
weeks.
COVID is already widespread in the U.S., with more than 22 million cases reported to date, including more than 375,000 deaths. The
new measures are designed to try to prevent travelers from bringing
in newer forms of the virus that scientists say can spread more easily.
The CDC order applies to U.S. citizens as well as foreign travelers. The agency said it delayed the effective date until Jan. 26 to give
airlines and travelers time to comply.
International travel to the U.S. has already been decimated by
pandemic restrictions put in place last March that banned most foreigners from Europe and other areas. Travel by foreigners to the U.S.
and by Americans to international destinations in December was
down 76% compared to a year earlier, according to trade group Airlines for America.
See Test Page 34
The new restrictions re-
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strawberries and waffles nearly every day.
“Wanda was honestly the highlight/
fun part of our day. She was funny and we
loved her here!” (– a message received from
a staff member.)
Wanda is preceded in death by her
parents, James and Maude Hobbs; all four
brothers; two granddaughters, Kristin Ann
and Barbara Lynn Cox, and son-in-law
Monty B. Williams.
She is survived by her husband, Joe;
her children, Bob and Pam Cox, Jim and
Cathy Cox, Bill and Deb Cox, and Cindra
Williams and fiancé Randy Robbins, all of
Kiowa, Kansas; nine grandchildren, Chad
and Nicky Cox, Ryan and Jamie Cox, Katie
Cox, Evan and Elizabeth Cox, Kevin Cox,
Banon and Jordyn Cox, Kody and LaTisha
Williams, Shelby and Brian Nielsen,
Casey Williams; 12 great-grandchildren,
Cullen and Kennadie Cox, Camden, Zoey,
Dillon and Archer Cox, Wesley Lou Cox,
BrayLynn and Ashtyn Williams, Tinley and
Tucker Williams, and Maudie B. Nielsen.
A private service was held on Friday,
January 8, 2021. Arrangements were by
Lanman Funeral Home Inc. of Kiowa.
Online condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.
Memorials may be given to Kiowa
District Manor Activity Fund through the
funeral home.
DAVE FEARING
Dave Fearing passed away January
9, 2021. Memorial services are pending
with Marshall Funeral Home.
JOHN FRECH
Services for John Frech are pending
with Wentworth Mortuary LLC.
IVA ANNETTE GATES
Iva Annette was born on February 8,
1938, in Alva, Oklahoma, to Theodore
Rucker and Iva Grace
(Maltbie) Rucker. Iva
passed away at Share
Medical Center on
January 10, 2021, due
to complications from
double pneumonia.
After losing their
parents at a young
age, she and her
brother were lovingly raised by their
Aunt Alvina (Maltbie) Talley and Uncle
Paul Talley on a farm north of Amorita.

Iva loved playing basketball and loved
to talk about when her Amorita Cardinals
won the Oklahoma State Championship.
After graduating from Amorita High
School, lva attended Northwestern
Oklahoma State University in Alva for
a year. This is where she met the love
of her life, Harold Gates. They were
married on August 31, 1957, in Amorita.
After getting married, they moved to
Wichita, Kansas, where she attended
cosmetology school. After a year in
Wichita they moved back to the Amorita
area and bought a house in which they
lived for 49 years before moving to Alva.
Iva loved people and worked at
Virgil’s (Frey Brothers Store) for many
years before being appointed postmaster
in Amorita. She retired in 2012, at which
point she enjoyed spending as much time
as possible with family and friends.
Iva was a faithful member of the Alva
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Through her study of the Bible, she
looked forward to the resurrection hope
mentioned at Acts 24:15.
Iva was preceded in death by her
parents, her aunt and uncle who raised
her, her brother Theron Rucker, and
cousins Don Talley and Ray Talley.
Left to mourn are her husband,
Harold, of the home; her four children,
Tony (Patty) Gates of Amorita, Nancy
(Kevin) Ensminger of Cherokee, Paula
(Shawn) Darr of Alva, and Penny (Ken)
Emmele of Amorita; grandchildren
Kayla (Dusty) Mackey of Alva, Jordan
Ensminger (of Los Angeles, California),
Sadie Crusinbery of Alva, and Joseph
(JC) Cruisinbery of Alva; and greatgrandchildren Cooper Mackey and
Copen Mackey.
Visitation will be Wednesday,
January 13, 2021, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
at Wharton Funeral Chapel. Graveside
services will be Thursday, January 14,
2021, at 1 p.m. at the Byron Amorita
Cemetery. Services will be streamed live
on the Wharton Funeral Chapel Facebook
page and also available via FM radio for
those who wish to stay in their cars.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to the Byron-Amorita Volunteer
Fire Department or Share Medical
Center Foundation Nurses Fund through
the funeral home.
Online condolences may be made at
www.whartonfuneralchapel.com.

DONALD CLAYTON HUGHES
Born May 1, 1938, in Aline to Orval
and Mildred Hughes, Don grew up in
Aline,
Oklahoma,
and in the Aline
Methodist Church.
He graduated from
Aline Public Schools
in 1957. He attended
Northwestern
Oklahoma
State
University for two
years before attending Oklahoma State
University where he graduated in 1960
with a degree in animal husbandry. While
attending Oklahoma State University,
Don was a member of the FarmHouse
fraternity and livestock judging team.
When Don was not at school, he lived
and worked on the family farm west of
Aline.
On April 17, 1960, he was united in
marriage to Ruby Schuessler of Alva
whom he met on a blind date. Don and
Ruby began farming immediately. From
their union came two daughters, ReJeana
Marie and Jeanette Renea, who were
both raised to love the farm. Don was a
good teacher. He gave many young men
jobs on the farm, several of whom return
every summer to continue helping.
Through the years, Don rarely
missed a musical event his daughters or
granddaughters participated in. On April
17th of 2020, Don and Ruby celebrated
60 years of marriage. During these 60
years Don served on the Aline School
Board, the Production Credit Board, and
the Farm Credit boards. In 1999, Don
received a Conservation Award from
Alfalfa County.
Don is survived by his wife, Ruby;
their daughters ReJeana Wiebener and
husband Rick of Alva, Jeanette Kremeier
and husband Paul of Alva; his brother,
Dale R. Hughes and wife Donna of
Norman: grandchildren Ryan Wiebener
of Enid, Raeden Wiebener of Alva, and
Riley Faulkner and her husband Joshua
of Newkirk and their children Lennox
and Leighton; his brother-in-law Harvey
Schuessler and his wife Shirley of
Alva; his nephews Dean Hughes and
wife Christa of Carmen, Doug Hughes
of Carmen, Dow Hughes and wife
Deanne of Tulsa, Dave Hughes and his
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wife Michelle of Tulsa, Steve Griffin
and wife Lela of Des Moines, Iowa,
and Stan Griffin and his wife Candy of
Fairfax; and nieces Cindy Eimen and her
husband David of Tulsa, and Jana Ree of
Broken Arrow.
Don is preceded in death by his
father Orval Hughes and mother Mildred
Hughes: brother Ben Hughes and wife
Jean, and sister Bettie Jean Hughes.
Don will lie in state at Marshall
Funeral Home in Alva until 12:30 p.m.
on Thursday, January 14, when he can
be viewed at the Zion Lutheran Church
at 218 Maple Street in Alva. A service
at the Lutheran Cemetery located 2
miles south of Alva on Harmon Road,
will follow at 2 p.m. that afternoon. The
graveside will be live streamed on the
Marshall Funeral Home Facebook page
and transmitted over FM radio so people
can safely attend the service without
having to exit their vehicle.
In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations may be made to Zion
Lutheran Church in Alva, the Aline
Fire Department, the Freedom Fire
Department, or Northwestern Oklahoma
State University Foundation, Music
Department.
Remembrances
may
be
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.
CHARLES WESLEY MALLORY
Private graveside services will
be Tuesday, January 19, 2021, at the
Alva
Municipal
Cemetery
with
Rev. Jim Harvey
and Rev. Katie Hill
officiating. Public
memorial services
will be 2 p.m.
Tuesday, January
19, 2021, at the
Alva First United
Methodist Church. The arrangements
are entrusted to Marshall Funeral
Home of Alva.
Charles Wesley Mallory, son
of the late Alonzo Elias and Mary
Ann (Huckaby) Mallory, was born
December 12, 1929, in Wichita,
Kansas, and passed away December
8, 2021, in Alva, Oklahoma, at the age
of 91 years and 12 days.
Wesley was raised in Buffalo

but lived in Alva during the week
to attend school due to the musical
opportunities afforded to him in a
larger district. He attended Horace
Mann Elementary, then Alva Middle
School and high school, graduating
with the Class of 1947. Any time he
was not in school, he was helping
his dad on the farm, near Selman. He
attended Northwestern State College
in Alva and graduated in 1951 with a
double instrumental music major in
piano and trumpet. When he was 16,
he met Towanda Yvonne Brickman,
creating a love story that would last
75 years. On December 23, 1950,
they were united in marriage at the
Alva First United Methodist Church,
from which two daughters were born,
Barbara Yvonne and Charlene Susan.
Wesley and Towanda raised their
girls in Buffalo, living and farming
wheat there from 1951 to 1974. While
there, he served as organist, pianist and
choir director in the Buffalo Methodist
Church. Students would travel for
miles to take lessons from him, as he
was a very accomplished musician.
He also served on the Selman School
Board for many years until the school
consolidated with Buffalo, where he
earned a seat on the Buffalo School
Board. When Charlene graduated high
school, they moved to Alva, where he
farmed west of town and continued to
travel to the Buffalo/Selman area to
farm, as well.
Wesley was well respected by many
in the farming community, where his
advice was highly revered. He sat on
the board for the Woods County Wheat
Grower’s Association and hosted the
OSU Test Plot Tour in Woods County
for over forty years. In 1996, he was
selected as Master Agronomist by
the OSU Agronomy Department,
which has been bestowed on only two
individuals each year since 1961.
Wesley was a man of few words, but
when he spoke, people listened. He was
a family man, working hard to provide
but always making time to attend the
events of his children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren. He knew
when to work and when to take a
break, always taking a day of rest
on Sunday to attend church with his
family, and on the spur of the moment

after harvest, would tell his family to
pack up for a traveling adventure. His
favorite place to be was on the tractor
or driving around looking at the wheat
fields, which he was able to do one last
time on the 70th Anniversary of his
marriage to Towanda.
Wesley is survived by two
daughters, Barbara Holman and
husband Bob of Prague, Oklahoma, and
Charlene Bradt-Rohrer and husband
Lynn of Buffalo; six grandchildren,
Lana Rainwater and husband Robbie
of Guthrie, Brinae Holman (of
Telluride, Colorado), Dr. Joseph
Holman and wife Lindsay of Prague,
Jerad Bradt and wife JoDe of Alva,
Nick Bradt and wife Cara of Alva, and
Lisa Bradt (of Brooklyn, New York);
12 great-grandchildren, Braylon Bradt,
Brickman Bradt, Hailey Rainwater,
Jace Rainwater, Joplin Bradt, Finn
Holman, Breaker Bradt, Memphis
Bradt, Thatcher Holman, Abbott
Holman, Jac Rainwater, and Murphy
Holman; other relatives and friends.
Memorial contributions may be
made through the funeral home to The
Alva First United Methodist Church.
Remembrances
may
be
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.
ROBERT ‘ROB’ MELTON
A service for Robert “Rob”
Melton, 70, of Alva, Oklahoma, will
be scheduled for a
later date.
Rob was born
June
10,
1950
in
Scottsbluff,
Nebraska, to Paul
Dean Melton and
Ida Marie (Morris)
Melton and passed
into
his
new
heavenly life from his home in Alva
on January 5, 2021.
In his early years Rob lived
in Nebraska and Colorado as his
family moved due to his father’s
transfers in the sugar beet industry.
Rob graduated from Mapleton High
School, Thornton, Colorado, in
1969 and Phillips University, Enid,
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Stitt
"While we all agree that in-person learning is the best way for children to learn, this
policy doesn't go far enough to ensure the
safety of teachers, students, and staff," said
Rep. Jacob Rosencrants. "I urge the governor to call for a mask mandate, which is
proven to be the best way to mitigate the
spread of this virus, inside and outside of
our schools."
The state Department of Health on
Tuesday reported 1,902 people hospitalized
statewide with the virus, 24 fewer than reported Monday, in addition to 337,457 total
cases and 2,804 deaths since the pandemic
began.
Data from Johns Hopkins University
shows the seven-day rolling average of new
cases in the state rose from 2,736 per day on
Dec. 28 to 4,068 on Monday and the rolling average of daily deaths increased from
23.57 to 31.86.
Oklahoma ranked fourth in the nation
Tuesday in the number of new cases per
capita with 1,335.5 per 100,000 residents,
according to data from Johns Hopkins University.

AWESOME CHIEFTAIN/TORNADOES ELEMENTARY STUDENTS OF
THE MONTH – Makenna Brattin (third Grade) and Lane Clover (fourth
grade) pose with their South Barber Superintendent and Elementary Principal
Dr. Mylo Miller. They are the December Awesome Chieftain-Tornadoes Students
of the Month. These students showed kindness, leadership and generosity during
the month of December. Their parents received a letter in the mail with the nomination from their teacher, a certificate of recognition, a T-shirt, and lunch off
campus with the superintendent.

Don’t trade it, donate it!
AWESOME CHIEFTAIN-TORNADOES JR. AND SR. HIGH STUDENTS –
Congratulations to Rose Thompson (seventh grade), and Clare Pollock (11th
grade) for being selected as the South Barber Awesome Chieftain-Tornadoes
Students of the Month for December. Grade 7-12 Principal Brent Shaffer and
Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller stand with them. These students showed kindness, leadership and generosity during the month of December. Their parents
received a letter in the mail with the nomination from their teacher, a certificate
of recognition, a T-shirt, and lunch off-campus with the superintendent.

Call the American Lung Association of
Oklahoma Vehicle Donation Program
at 800-577-5864 or visit us on
the Web at www.oklung.org
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Color or black and white printing
at the newspaper office
Posters, ﬂyers,
business cards,
envelopes & more.
We print color
photos up to 16x20.
We can help you design
exactly what you want and
you proof it before printing.

Color Flyers or Letterhead

Send your ﬁles by email or ﬂash drive. Or we can design. 580-327-2200
Alva Review-Courier, 620 Choctaw St. • Email Linda: manager@alvareviewcourier.net
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Oklahoma (BA-Psychology) in 1974.
While at Phillips, he was a proud
member of Varsity (social service
club) following his older brother,
Gary’s lead into the club. Rob began
his work history in high school where
he told many stories about valuable
life skills learned from busing tables,
lighting patron cigarettes, and serving
flaming desserts while working at the
Top of the Rockies fine dining restaurant
in Denver. He also worked in the sugar
beet factories on breaks from college.
However, after graduation from college,
Rob found his passion in the corrections
profession beginning as a correctional
officer for the Oklahoma Department
of Corrections (DOC) at the Enid
Community Treatment Center in 1974.
Taking a one-year educational leave
in 1976, Rob achieved his master’s
degree in criminal justice from Eastern
Kentucky University in 1977. After his
return to DOC, Rob held many positions
in community corrections, institutions
and probation and parole to include
case manager, assistant superintendent
and superintendent, correctional captain
and Deputy Warden at James Crabtree
Correctional Center and probation and
parole officer, from which he retired with
33 years of service in 2014.
A chance meeting at a corrections
conference led Rob to meet Janice
(Gates) whom he married in 1983. In
1997 they were blessed with the birth of
their daughter, Faith, of whom he was so
very proud and loved dearly.

Rob was raised in the Disciples
of Christ Church and after moving to
Alva, became a member of the Alva
First United Methodist Church. His faith
in God was evident in all areas of his
life. Rob had a deep sense of right and
wrong when it involved the treatment
and dignity of others. He championed
his staff’s concerns as well as those
of the many offenders he dealt with in
his career. Rob was incredibly bright
and intuitive on so many levels and
had an amazing sense of humor. The
highlight of many family gatherings
was when Rob would regale everyone
with his animated stories about his life
experiences in college, corrections and
even armadillo chases.
Rob had many interests but his true
passion was his yard and gardening. He
especially loved mowing and growing
the largest elephant ears possible. Rob
loved watching football and basketball
games and keeping informed of all news
and political issues. After retirement
he enjoyed volunteering with Meals on
Wheels.
Rob was preceded in death by his
parents and younger brother, Mike.
He is survived by his wife, Janice, of
Alva; daughter, Faith, of Enid; brother,
Gary and his wife Terry Melton of
Chaska, Minnesota, and their children
Tae, Camie and Brett; sister-in-law Carol
Melton of Nevada City, California, and
her daughter Jenna; and all his special
cousins, nieces and nephews; and so
many friends and former co-workers.
From the beginning of Rob’s journey
with ALS, he was blessed with the
outstanding care and compassion of the
staff of Integris MDA Neuromuscular
Center, especially Dr. Brent Beson and
the staff of Integris Medical Supply,
including his respiratory therapist,
Dawn. He will be forever grateful to
God for bringing them into his life.
Rob and Janice are also thankful
for the help and support of Traditions
(formerly Faith) Hospice staff of Alva/
Woodward, and all the other special

care providers.
Memorials may be made in Rob’s
name to the Neuromuscular Center
(provides no cost assistance to patients
with neurological diseases), c/o MDA
Neuromuscular Center or to Alva First
United Methodist Church through the
Marshall Funeral Home, Alva.
THOMAS REILLY JR.
Thomas Reilly Jr., son of the late
Thomas E. Reilly Sr. and Elfrieda
Rose
(Zahlmann),
was born in Long
Branch, New Jersey,
March 10, 1949, and
died peacefully in
his home in Alva,
Oklahoma,
on
January 8, 2021, at
the age of 71 years, 9
months and 29 days.
After graduating high school, Tom
worked as a welder for General Dynamics.
At the age of 22, he was drafted into the
military and served his country during
Vietnam.
While stationed in Germany, he
became a father to daughter Lisa. Years
later, after serving his country, Tom
became a father again to son Tom.
After retiring from General Dynamics,
Tom worked as a welder in Stillwater,
Oklahoma, and Hot Springs, Arkansas.
While in Hot Springs, Tom retired from
welding and earned an associates degree,
which led to his final career serving as a
case worker for adjudicated youth.
Tom was preceded in death by his
parents.
He is survived by his daughter, Lisa
Parker and husband Kelly of Alva;
his son, Tom Reilly of Stillwater; two
brothers, Tim Reilly and wife Nancy of
West Keansburg, New Jersey, and Bill
Reilly of West Keansburg, New Jersey;
one sister, Sue Barna and husband Joel
of Tinton Falls, New Jersey; and two
grandchildren, Lauren Parker and Kade
Parker, both of Alva, other relatives and
friends.
Memorial contributions may be
made through the funeral home to Alva
High School vocal, cheerleading or boys
basketball programs.
Remembrances may be shared with
the family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com.
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Sheriff

the problem first-hand.
“There’s mostly meth in Missouri,”
LeClair said. “Here in Barber County
there’s opiods, heroin, cocaine and meth.
Opiods are the most prevalent. Opiods,
meth and heroin are the top three drugs
in this area. Meth and opiods are the top
two right now. During the oil boom when
money was more plentiful, LeClair said
that cocaine, the most expensive of those
drugs, was everywhere. Now, not so much.
“It’s a a supply and demand issue,”
he said. “We must have treatment for
drug use.” He was referring to a drug
court program that he described as “very
intense.” “It’s extremely successful when
run properly.” He said that drug addiction
“is a chemical imbalance that has to be
treated.”
“It’s a tough process to get that drug
problem fixed, but it’s on my agenda,”
the new sheriff said. He’s seeking grant
money, many avenues for funding. “Or I
can’t get started.” He’s anxious to meet
with the Barber County United board
because they have access to some grant
money for this type of project.
Another point of focus for LeClair is
giving deputies the training they need. “I
want to concentrate on training for officers
because of the low call volume here.” In
Barber County the population is between
4600 and 4700, he said. The Missouri
county he worked in had a population
closer to 35,000. Yet Barber County
has approximately 1100 square miles.
“There’s lots of places for people to hide,”
he said.

“Out here deputies are accustomed to
working more deer accidents and cattle
and property thefts,” LeClair said. “It will
be a good mix with me and the four or five
deputies.” He plans to bring in some good
people to help with training officers. He
said well-trained officers will help avoid
more costly lawsuits for the county.
One of those is Pete Wright whom
LeClair selected as the new undersheriff.
He comes from Norwich. The sheriff
said Wright “is proficient in training
officers.” Besides officer training Wright
will help LeClair with administration.
Wright worked for Gunsight, a firearms
training facility in Arizona. “They are an
impressive training facility utilized by law
enforcement and military,” LeClair said.
The sheriff plans an instructional visit
from Brian Wilkerson, a sergeant at the
Kansas City International Airport who
teaches self-defense tactics and is a martial
arts champion.
Including
Undersheriff
Wright,
LeClair said when his department is
fully staffed he’d like to have eight total
officers, four jail detention officers and an
administrative assistant. He said he’s met
with the county commissioners several
times. “I’m a numbers guy,” LeClair said,
adding that he wants to meet the budget,
knowing that it will take money for
training.
When asked about hobbies, LeClair
said, “I used to have hobbies – bird
hunting, golf, playing pitch. But I don’t
foresee time for any hobbies in the near
future!”

Page 34

From Page 27

Test
quire air passengers to get a COVID-19 test
within three days of their flight to the U.S.,
and to provide written proof of the test result to the airline. Travelers can also provide
documentation that they had the infection in
the past and recovered.
Airlines are ordered to stop passengers
from boarding if they don't have proof of a
negative test.
The CDC order is "a reasonable approach" to reducing the risk of new variants
from abroad entering the U.S., said Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of Brown University's school
of public health.
It's likely that the recently identified version of the virus from the United Kingdom
is "probably in every state or most states.
This is going to do nothing for that," Jha
said. So far, 10 states have reported 72 cases
of the variant.
But the new order may stop or diminish
spread of other new versions of the virus,
like one recently identified in South Africa.
"I can imagine other countries are going
to impose (preflight testing) on us," he added.
Airlines have been lobbying for preflight
testing to replace broad travel restrictions
between the U.S. and the rest of the world.
In some cases, they have arranged for passengers to avoid quarantines after arrival by
getting tested before their flight.
Testing "is key to unlocking international borders and safely reopening global travel," said Nicole Carriere, a spokeswoman
for United Airlines, one of three major U.S.
carriers that flies to Europe and Asia.
Others say the CDC order is unlikely to
cause an immediate spike in international
travel.
He doesn't expect air travel to pick up
until the summer when more people have
been vaccinated.
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Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies
donkeys. 580-748-0811

&

Employment
Part Time Help Wanted
Store Clerk & Delivery Person.
To apply come to 215 S Grand,
Cherokee
Help Wanted
Feed Truck Driver. Please call
580-781-6978.
Farm Supplies
For Sale
Premium little square bales
sprayed Alfalfa & Bermuda.
580-884-7447
Real Estate
RV Storage for Rent
14 ft tall, 12 ft wide, 40 ft long.
580-430-6052
For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-4301003
For Rent
Small storage unit. $35/mo.
580-430-6052
For Rent
3bdrm 2bth trailer house. Yearly
contract. No indoor pets. Pens
available. 580-748-0901

Barber
255 Group Daycare. They also
approved moving forward with
the search to hire a Primary
Care Giver. Dr. Miller said
USD 255 awaits licensing
through the KDHE. He said it
typically takes 30-90 days to get
licensed. He said they’ll hire a
daycare director and likely one
other employee.
The daycare will be
licensed for 12 children. The
superintendent provided a
chart that has a formula of the
number and age of children to
be allowed. For example, if
you have three babies under
18 months; you can have six
children older than 18 months
and less than five; and three
children at least age five and
under 11. There are several
examples listed.
The superintendent said
the building will be finished at
the end of January. It will take
longer to finish the daycare
he said. It’s being retrofitted
for a daycare. For example,
an accommodating restroom;
napping area; eating area;
learning area; a playground,
etc.
Dr. Miller said he knows
there are four babies to be born
around March 1. “I’m doing my
best to get it open,” he said.
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Alfalfa County
court filings
According to the affidavits
and petitions on file, the
following individuals have
been charged. An individual is
innocent of any charges listed
below until proven guilty in a
court of law. All information is
a matter of public record and
may be obtained by anyone
during regular hours at the
Alfalfa County Courthouse.
The Alva Review-Courier
will not intentionally alter or
delete any of this information.
If it appears in the courthouse
public records, it will appear
in this newspaper
Felony Filings
Tamel
Laron
Lewis,
Cherokee, 35, has been
charged
with
unlawful
possession
of
controlled
drug with intent to distribute
($669).
Misdemeanor Filings
Tamel
Laron
Lewis,
Cherokee, 35, has been
charged with driving without
a driver’s license ($276.50).
Small Claims Filings
Colton
Cheshire,
Cherokee, vs. OTC/motor
vehicle division, Oklahoma
City: small claims ($68).
Marriage License Filings

Khristofer Aaron Todd,
Alva, and Amanda Ann
Whitely, Alva:
marriage
license ($50).
Traffic Filings
Scotty
Wayne
Grub,
Helena, has been cited for
operating a vehicle on which
all taxes due to state have not
been paid ($249).
Joseph James Anderson,
Alva, has been cited for failure
to stop at stop sign ($249).
Chasta Dawn Shelite,
Cherokee, has been cited for
operating a vehicle without
driver’s license in immediate
possession ($249).
Scotty
Wayne
Grub,
Helena, has been cited for
speeding 1-10 mph over the
speed limit ($100).
Micah W. Stringfield,
Brunswick, Georgia, has been
cited for speeding 1-10 mph
over the speed limit ($100).
Wildlife Filings
Drake B. Stewart, Rainbow
City, Alabama, has been cited
for shooting from a public
roadway ($739).
Drake B. Stewart, Rainbow
City, Alabama, has been cited
for hunting with aid of motor
vehicle ($489).
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Alfalfa County real
estate transactions
Real Estate Transfers
Book 865 page 927: U
Roscoe LLC conveys unto
Colby
Eason.
Northwest
quarter of section 24, township
26 north, range 9, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma.
Warranty deed.
Book 865 page 975: Judy
Poovey and John Poovey,
wife and husband, convey
unto Linda Caywood. Surface
only in and to the north half
of the northwest quarter of
section 27, township 27 north,
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.
Book 866 page 34: Fellers
Farms LLC conveys unto
Kenneth L. Fellers as trustees
of the Kenneth L. Fellers
Revocable Trust. Southwest
quarter of section 20, township
28, range 10, WIM, less a
tract being more particularly
described as follows: beginning
as the southeast quarter of the
southwest quarter of section
20, township 28 north, range
10, thence north 413 feet along
the section line, thence west
parallel with the south section
line and distance of 732 feet,
thence south parallel to the
east section line a distance of
413 feet, thence east 732 feet
to the point of the beginning.
Quit claim deed.
Book 866 page 37: Kenneth
L. Fellers, trustee of the
Kenneth L. Fellers Revocable
Trust, conveys unto John P.
Fellers. South half of section
31, township 28 north, range
10, WIM. Individual quit claim
deed.
Book 866 page 39:

Kenneth L. Fellers, trustee
of the Kenneth L. Fellers
Revocable Trust, unto Karen
Lynn Howell. Lot 1 and the
northeast quarter of the north
half of the northwest quarter of
section 31, township 28 north,
range 11, WIM. Individual quit
claim deed.
Book 866 page 44:
Hammer-Williams Company
conveys unto Gauamrit LLC.
A tract of land in southeast
quarter of section 21, township
24 north, range 10 WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma.
Warranty deed.
Book 866 page 60: Delmar
Allen
Revocable
Trust
conveys unto Roger David
Allen and Lea Ann Allen, as
trustees of the Roger and Lea
Ann Trust. The northwest
quarter of the southeast quarter
and the northeast quarter of
the northeast quarter of the
southeast quarter and the south
half of the northeast quarter
of the southeast quarter of
section 19, township 28 north,
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.
Book 866 page 373: Tamera
Goeken trustee of the Ryel
Family Trust, conveys unto
Andrew Stifter. Lots 1 and the
east 15 feet of lot 2, all in block
2, Millspaugh Addition to the
City of Cherokee, Alfalfa
County, State of Oklahoma.
Quit claim deed.
Book 866 page 642: James
W. Patterson, a single person;
Michele Herren, a single
person; Eric Patterson, a single

See Estate Page 39
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva,
is doing in person dining, carry out
meals and delivery. Please call 3271822 until noon the day before to order. Meals will be ready for pick up
at 10:30 a.m. In person meals are at
noon.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will
meet at Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is currently closed.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva,
is doing in person dining, carry out
meals and delivery. Please call 3271822 until noon the day before to order. Meals will be ready for pick up
at 10:30 a.m. In person meals are at
noon.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is currently closed.
3-6 p.m. Food distribution every
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank,
818 Lane St.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous
open meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth
Corr House), Alva on Mondays and
Thursdays.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is currently closed.
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Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs
Tuesday, January 5, 2021
During this day were two traffic
stops.
4:16 p.m. – Caller advised of a
subject making threats to his daughter
in person and over the phone.
6:07 p.m. – Medic needed for a male
with labored breathing. Medic took
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
7:33 p.m. – Caller advised of an RV
on the side of the road with its flashers
on and then off. Worried they may need
help. Officer made contact and advised
they just had a flat tire and the wrong
lug wrench, and the RV will be towed
soon.
Wednesday, January 6, 2021
10:22 a.m. – Caller asking for
welfare check in the 300 block of 5th
Street.
1:29 p.m. – Caller advised he was
just hit by a car at Dollar General.
9:14 p.m. – Caller advised a blue
Jeep was tearing up the neighbor’s yard
and a tire fell off and the vehicle was
parked at 3rd Street and Maple.
Thursday, January 7, 2021
During this day were five traffic
stops.
1:38 a.m. – Medic needed for a male
having trouble breathing and vomiting
and possible congestive heart failure in
the 200 block of 6th Street. Medic took
patient to Share Medical Center in Alva.
2:18 p.m. – Report that two dogs had
attacked her dogs and a man walking
down the street in Aline. Advised there
wasn’t a contact for animal control in
Aline and advised to call the mayor.
2:20 p.m. – Report of battery theft
at different well sites west of Oklahoma
Highway 58.
8:34 p.m. – Report of a suspicious
vehicle and person at an empty house in
the 1000 block of Pennsylvania.
Friday, January 8, 2021
During this day were two traffic
stops.
8:51 a.m. – Medic needed for a
female having issues of falling a lot
lately. Medic took patient to Share
Medical Center in Alva.
11:54 a.m. – Report of a skunk that
was running around in circles at the old
Locker Plant. Officer advised the skunk

was put down.
4:34 p.m. – Medic needed for a
female who had fallen. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
Saturday, January 9, 2021
3:33 a.m. – Medic needed for inmate
at James Crabtree Correctional Center
complaining of severe chest pains and
barely conscious. Medic took patient to
Bass Hospital in Enid.
4:24 p.m. – Report of a domestic in
the 300 block of Fairoaks.
4:47 p.m. – Medic needed for a male
with shortness of breath. No transport
needed.
5:27 p.m. – Report of a grass fire
in the 200 block of 9th Street that was
around a tire and needed someone to
come put it out.
Sunday, January 10, 2021
1:35 a.m. – Medic needed for a male
who had fallen and needed to be looked
at. Medic took patient to Bass Hospital
in Enid.
12:02 p.m. – Vivent Alarm Company
advised of a front door alarm going
off in the 100 block of Grand. Officer
advised of a door unsecure. Building
owner advised they didn’t know why it
was unsecure.
1:28 p.m. – Caller advised her
vehicle had been stolen from the
Chaparral Apartments. Advised her
little brother took the keys while they
were sleeping.
4:44 p.m. – Medic needed for a male
vomiting blood and short of breath.
Medic took the patient to Bass Hospital
in Enid.
Monday, January 11, 2021
During this day there was one traffic
stop.
12:05 a.m. – Caller advised he had
video evidence of someone trying to get
into the side of his building in the 100
block of Loop Drive.
12:42 a.m. – Medic needed for a
male having difficulty breathing in the
300 block of Maple.
12:44 a.m. – Caller advised she
would like a juvenile checked out
because she had a swollen throat with
pus and had been around sick people
and no one will take her to the hospital.
No transport needed.
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Vaccine

February.
Does this mean I can quit wearing a
mask then? The CDC says “no.” They
say everyone should continue to wear a
mask, wash their hands and watch their
distance. Stopping a pandemic requires
all the tools available.
According to the CDC, “We know
the vaccine is effective at protecting
recipients from Covid-19 – but you may
still be able to spread it to others. The
vaccine is designed to protect you, but
is not a replacement for taking action to
protect others.”
Scheduling your Appointment
An employee said she had trouble
getting through to the Woods County
Health Department to book her
appointment. When she finally reached
them late last week, they said all time
slots for upcoming vaccination events
were filled. They suggested she use the
online registration tool.
Right now, Oklahoma is in phase 2
of vaccine distribution which includes
frontline healthcare providers and
people age 65 and over. However,
anyone age 16 and over may sign up to
be notified when vaccines are available
for their category or age group. You
can use a computer or mobile phone
to access the portal at http://vaccinate.
oklahoma.gov/.
Once you register, you’ll receive

From Page 37

an email confirmation. This does not
mean you have an appointment. You’ll
be notified by email when vaccine is
available for your age group or category.
This doesn’t guarantee an appointment
because that depends on the amount of
vaccine available in your county.
Older people who don’t have tech
skills or access to the internet are
encouraged to ask a relative to help
them with registration.
Public Meetings and Masks
In the public meetings I attend
in Alva, everyone wears masks and
carefully distances. These include the
Woods County commissioners, the Alva

From Page 6

School Board, the Alva City Council,
the Alva Airport Board, the Alva
Library Board and other public bodies.
However, this is not the case in most
of the smaller communities around the
area.
Some of our reporters have medical
conditions that make them vulnerable
or family members with medical issues.
As a result, we’re finding it difficult
to cover all the usual meetings where
public officials ignore CDC guidelines
and state recommendations. This will
cause a delay in our reporting as we wait
for meeting minutes to write about those
events.

Alva

student searches online for $4,900. The
results of this tracking will be available
to counselors and administrators.
At the band director’s request, the
school spent $1,100 for bell covers
to mitigate Covid spread when band
instruments are used indoors. The
school is using CARES money to
purchase water bottle filling stations to
encourage students to use those instead
of the water fountains. Repairs to the

activity bus cost $2,065.
Some larger building fund purchase
orders included plumbing repairs for
restrooms in various buildings and
installation of the water bottle filling
stations (three at AMS and three at
Lincoln.
From the child nutrition fund, a
washing machine was purchased to
replace one for the AMS kitchen that
could not be repaired.

Estate

person; Chris Patterson and Pamela
E. Patterson, husband and wife; and
William Alan Patterson and Becky
E. Patterson, husband and wife, unto
the Max A. McGee Revocable Trust.
The southwest quarter of section 21,
township 29 north, range 11, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty
deed.
Mortgages
Book 865 page 929: Colby Eason,
a single person, to Farm Credit of
Enid. Northwest quarter of section
24, township 26 north, range 9, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note:
$210,000.00.
Book 865 page 977: Linda Mae
Caywood to Community Bank. Surface

only in and to the north half of the
northwest quarter of section 27, township
27 north, range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Note: $80,000.00.
Book 866 page 362: Gordon Hilton
Wilsenach and Sharon Michelle
Wilenach, to Open Mortgage. All that
part of block 7 lying south and west
of the Denver, Enid and Gulf Railroad
right-of-way and all of blocks 10 and
11 in Wagner’s Addition to the City of
Cherokee. Note: $78,551.00.
Book 866 page 556: Wilber
Legacy Trust, to BancCentral National
Association. The south 40 feet of lot 4
and the north 80 feet of lot 5 in Block
1 in Hildinger Addition to the City of
Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma.

Note: $260,000.00.
Book 866 page 605: Mark Angle and
Patricia S. Angle, to ACB Bank. The
northeast quarter of section 21, township
29, range 10, WIM, Alfalfa County,
Oklahoma. Note: $1,060,565.97.
Book 866 page 630: Seth Darrell
Hankey and Hannah Elizabeth Hankey,
husband and wife, to Farm Service
Agency. THe southwest quarter of
section 24, township 29 north Note:
$432,600.00.
Book 866 page 648: Max A. McGee
to Alva State Bank & Trust Company.
The southwest quarter of section 21,
township 29 north, range 11, WIM,
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note:
$250,000.00.
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