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By Marione Martin
Two men died in the crash of 

a small plane at the Gage airport 
Monday morning. The occupants of 
the aircraft were James Wade Bruce, 
54, of Shattuck, and David Rondel 
Dodd Jr., 30, of Austin, Texas. The 
two men were pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

According to the Oklahoma 
Highway Patrol, the crash occurred at 
8:25 a.m. Monday at the Gage airport, 
which is located one mile southwest 
of Gage in Ellis County. The men 
were in a Cessna 170 with tail number 
N2710D.

The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) and the 
National Transportation Safety Board 
(NTSB) are investigating the cause of 
the crash.

Responding to the scene were 
OHP Troopers, Ellis County Sheriff’s 
Department, Ellis County EMS, 
Shattuck Fire Department, Gage Fire 
Department, FAA, NTSB and the 
Office of Medical Examiner.

Two men die 
in plane crash 
at Gage Candidates for the Board of 

Education in six Woods County school 
districts will file Declarations of 
Candidacy beginning 8 a.m. Monday, 
Dec. 5. 

Holly Blevins, secretary of the Woods 
County Election Board, said Declaration 
of Candidacy forms must be completed 
and submitted to the county election 
board no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 7, when the filing period ends. 
Blevins reminds voters that Contests of 
Candidacy must be filed no later than 
Friday, Dec. 9, and may only be filed by 
another candidate for that office. 

If more than two candidates file for 
the same vacant board of education 
position, a primary election will be 
held Tuesday, Feb., 14, 2023. If one 
candidate receives more than 50% of 
the votes, that candidate will be named 
the elected official. If no candidate 
receives more than 50% of the votes, 
the two candidates receiving the highest 

Board of education candidate 
filing begins Dec. 5

number of votes will vie for the vacant 
position during the Board of Education 
General Election, April 4, 2023. If only 
two candidates file for the same vacant 
Board of Education position, those two 
candidates’ names will appear on the 
General Election ballot in April. 

Declarations of Candidacy will be 
accepted for the following offices: 

• Alva School District, Office No. 3 
(five year term) 

• Waynoka School District, Office 
No. 3 (five year term) 

• Freedom School District, Office 
No. 3 (five year term) Office No. 1 
(unexpired term) 

• Aline-Cleo School District Office 
No. 3 (five year term) 

• Cherokee School District Office 
No. 3 (five year term) 

• Northwest Technology Center Zone 
No. 3 (five year term) 

Declaration of Candidacy forms can 
be downloaded from the State Election 
Board website at oklahoma.gov/
elections or by contacting your County 
Election Board office at 580-327-1452 
or woodscounty@elections.ok.gov. 

The Woods County Election Board is 
located at 427 Barnes Ave., Suite 2, with 
regular hours of 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.
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 See Marione Page 10

By Marione Martin
I saw something online the other 

day that said there are the same number 
of years between 1970 and 2022 as 
there are between 1970 and 1918. On 
Thanksgiving Day, I played a board game, 
Mind the Gap, with family members 

that illustrated the 
difference a few years 
can make. 

I was the oldest 
and teamed up 
with the youngest, 
my 13 year old 
granddaughter. You’d 
think we would have 
an advantage since 
we covered several 
generations, but we 

came in second among the four teams. 
On top of answering questions from 

four different generations, this game 
came with challenges that had to be acted 
out, danced or hummed. My daughter 
excelled in the acting challenge with her 
years of high school speech and theater. 
Nobody did well on humming. My 
oldest granddaughter and her boyfriend 
were the best dancers and won the game, 
but only by one square. 

My first triumph from the Boomer 
section was answering a music 
question. What goes with a white sport 
coat? Obviously a pink carnation! 
Everyone else was dumbfounded. 
One granddaughter announced that 
she recently learned about Y2K and 
experienced rotary dial phones. The game 
led to some interesting conversations.

I’ve noticed this generation gap in 
learning about modern day diseases. 
When I was in elementary school, nurses 
visited every year to give vaccinations. I 
managed to experience measles, mumps 
and chicken pox before starting school. 
My mother told me they nearly lost me to 
pneumonia early in my life. Somewhere 
around third grade, I received a smallpox 
vaccination with a slight scar on my arm 
showing it was effective. Polio began to 
disappear after a vaccine was developed. 
I remember getting the polio vaccine 
developed by Jonas Salk, too.

Recently, I’ve been hearing a lot 
about RSV and wondered why it is such 
a concern. RSV (respiratory syncytial 
virus) is a respiratory illness. It hits the 
very young especially hard. It has made 
the news recently with an earlier than 

Learning about the tripledemic
usual arrival.

“We’re facing an onslaught of three 
viruses – Covid, RSV and influenza. All 
simultaneously,” Dr. William Schaffner, 
an infectious disease specialist at 
Vanderbilt University, recently told 
NPR. “We’re calling this a tripledemic.”

Young children are especially 
vulnerable to RSV, which is a respiratory 
virus that affects the nose, throat, and 
lungs. Like coronavirus, it spreads 
through respiratory droplets. The most 
common symptoms are congestion, 
coughing, decreased appetite, fever, 
sneezing, and wheezing. While RSV 
was first identified in 1956 and has since 
been recognized as one of the most 
common childhood illnesses, this year’s 
caseload is particularly high.

During the calendar week ending 
November 19, 2022, the rate of children 
ages 0-4 hospitalized for RSV was 36.3 
per 100,000, compared to less than half 
that number last year. The rate of RSV 
was a particularly low 0.1 per 100,000 
in 2020, when many children were kept 
home due to the pandemic, but this 
year’s numbers are also far higher than 
the 9.6 per 100,000 RSV rate seen in 
2019, according to CDC data.

Dr. Anthony Fauci told CBS Face 
the Nation‘s Margaret Brennan that the 
uptick in cases had raised the status of 
the outbreak to an emergency. “In some 
regions of the country, we’re seeing that 
the hospital system for pediatrics are at 
the point of almost being overwhelmed,” 
he said.

According to the CDC, almost all 
children will have had an RSV infection 
by their second birthday.

Call your healthcare professional 
if you or your child is having difficulty 
breathing, not drinking enough fluids, 
or experiencing worsening symptoms. 
Most RSV infections go away on their 
own in a week or two.

Relieving RSV Symptoms
There is no specific treatment for 

RSV infection, though researchers 
are working to develop vaccines and 
antivirals (medicines that fight viruses).

Here are steps the CDC recommends 
to relieve symptoms:

• Manage fever and pain with 
over-the-counter fever reducers and 
pain relievers, such as acetaminophen 
or ibuprofen. (Never give aspirin to 
children.)

• Drink enough fluids. It is important 
for people with RSV infection to drink 
enough fluids to prevent dehydration 
(loss of body fluids).

• Talk to your healthcare provider 
before giving your child nonprescription 
cold medicines. Some medicines contain 
ingredients that are not good for children.

RSV can also cause more severe 
infections such as bronchiolitis, an 
inflammation of the small airways in the 
lung, and pneumonia, an infection of the 
lungs. It is the most common cause of 
bronchiolitis and pneumonia in children 
younger than 1 year of age.

Healthy adults and infants infected 
with RSV do not usually need to be 
hospitalized. But some people with 
RSV infection, especially older adults 
and infants younger than 6 months of 
age, may need to be hospitalized if 
they are having trouble breathing or are 
dehydrated. In the most severe cases, a 
person may require additional oxygen, 
or IV fluids (if they can’t eat or drink 
enough), or intubation (have a breathing 
tube inserted through the mouth and 
down to the airway) with mechanical 
ventilation (a machine to help a person 
breathe). In most of these cases, 
hospitalization only lasts a few days.

RSV Transmission
RSV can spread when:
• An infected person coughs or 

sneezes
• You get virus droplets from a cough 

or sneeze in your eyes, nose, or mouth
• You have direct contact with the 

virus, like kissing the face of a child with 
RSV

• You touch a surface that has the 
virus on it, like a doorknob, and then 
touch your face before washing your 
hands

• People infected with RSV are 
usually contagious for 3 to 8 days and 
may become contagious a day or two 
before they start showing signs of illness. 
However, some infants, and people 
with weakened immune systems, can 
continue to spread the virus even after 
they stop showing symptoms, for as long 
as 4 weeks. Children are often exposed 
to and infected with RSV outside the 
home, such as in school or childcare 
centers. They can then transmit the virus 
to other members of the family.
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By Breya Beck
My name is Marlie Pitts, and I am 

currently serving as your 2022-2023 
Waynoka FFA Chapter Treasurer. I am 
a sophomore in high school. I am the 
daughter of Ronnie and Alicia Pitts and 
I have two siblings, Nathan and Mattie. 
I have been in FFA for 3 years. My SAE 
projects are showing and raising show 
pigs. 

Outside of FFA I enjoy playing 
softball and basketball. I also enjoy 
spending time with my very large 
family. My favorite things about the 
FFA are meeting new people, going to 
shows, spending time with the chapter 
members, and the leadership qualities I 
will use in my future. I always wanted 
to be in FFA but watching my siblings 
grow as individuals and enjoying it is 
what made my mind up to join. I also 
wanted to compete in the show ring with 
my hogs in the infamous blue and gold 
jacket. 

After I graduate high school, I plan to 
attend college to become a dentist.

Officer highlight

By Marione Martin
Woods County commissioners learned 

two Woods County fire departments were 
approved for REAP grants. The Dacoma 
Fire Department was granted $55,302.63, 
and the Waynoka Fire Department will 
receive $49,373.56 in REAP funding. 
There were 59 applications submitted for 
the grants with 47 begin approved before 
the available money ran out.

The county will be responsible for 
tracking these REAP funds. A new 
account will need to be established, but 
County Clerk Shelley Reed wants to 
move that to next week’s agenda. She’s 
not sure of the right number for the 
account.

Randy McMurphy and John Smiley 
were present for the meeting. David 
Hamil was absent.

The commissioners approved 
two road crossing permits, both 
in McMurphy’s District 2. K & J 
Construction was approved for a 
temporary water crossing permit with no 
fee. The location is 14-29-13. Williams 
Midstream Gas Service will be boring 
under the roadway for a natural gas line. 
That permit cost $500, and the location 
is 5-28-17.

In an ongoing Oklahoma Department 
of Transportation project, the 
commissioners approved a claim from 
Pinnacle Consulting Management Group 

Dacoma, Waynoka fire 
departments receive 
REAP grants

Inc. for $6,600 for right-of-way involving 
11 parcels of land.

The commissioners also approved 
a land and right-of-way acquisition 
services agreement between Pinnacle 
Consulting Management Group, Inc. 
and Woods County. The project is for a 
bridge on Sand Creek.

A long list of items from the Sheriff’s 
Office was declared surplus. On the 
list are a TV, numerous computers, 
a printer, some monitors, an alarm 
system, numerous radios, some camera 
systems, some cameras, a finger-printer, 
an actuator, vests and tasers. It’s not 
known yet what will be done with the 
items. The Sheriff’s Office will let the 
commissioners know.

Reed said the auditor wants the 
county to establish a new fund: Fund 
#7406 Mechanic Lien Cash Bond. She 
explained when someone wants to sell 
property that carries a mechanic lien, 
the property owner may post with the 
county an amount equal to 125 percent 
of the lien. The money will be placed 
in an interest-bearing account. If the 
matter has not been resolved after one 
year, the money may be returned. The 
commissioners approved establishing 
the new account.

The commissioners also approved 
minutes, blanket purchase orders, 
payroll, warrants and claims.

Newsprint End Rolls
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva
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By Stacy Sanborn
This week, most of the business 

taken care of by the Alfalfa County 
commissioners was routine. Mike Roach, 
Jay Hague, and Marvin Woodall signed 
their weekly documents (including 
the last meeting’s minutes, blanket 
purchase orders, and maintenance and 
operation payment warrants). They 
took no action on a contract with Nobel 

Alfalfa County officials approve 
disposal of old equipment

Systems but signed a GIS data sharing 
Memorandum of Understanding for 
911. They also signed a title sheet for 
bridge approach plans— OLB NBI no. 
06953 (New NBI no. 33079) Location 
no. 02N25OE0080006, Dry Creek - 
State Job no. 30467(04). The three 
men decided to take care of resolutions 
for their equipment disposals at once. 
They were for a 1981 GMC Firetruck 

(Serial no. 1GDM7D1G6BV583112) 
from the Fairgrounds; a 1983 Chevy 
Firetruck (Inv. no. SJ8 302-100.05, 
Serial no. 1GBG7DIB6DV134123) 
from the Nescatunga Responders; and a 
1997 Chevrolet 3500 Diesel Ambulance 
(Inv. no. SJ6 302-100, Serial no. 
1GBJK34F2VF040023) for Helena 
Rescue. Next, the commissioners 
appointed Mike Roach as the NODA 
board member for 2023, as Hague and 
Woodall are exiting office at the end of 
this year. The next two items quickly 
received approval before the meeting 
adjourned: choosing mineral options 
from the BCE-Mach LLC drilling of the 
TBD 19-28-11 1H horizontal well lease 
and a request for a new account number 
for the Chart of Account. The new 
creation would be for American Rescue 
Plan (ARPA) Personal Services as 1566-
1-2000-1110

See the Newsgram
before it’s printed!
Latest edition FREE at

www.AlvaReviewCourier.com
Click on the “Newsgram” tab
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From Page 4 Marione
• RSV can survive for many hours 

on hard surfaces such as tables and 
crib rails. It typically lives on soft 
surfaces such as tissues and hands for 
shorter amounts of time.

• People are typically infected with 
RSV for the first time as an infant or 
toddler and nearly all children are 
infected before their second birthday. 
However, repeat infections may occur 
throughout life, and people of any age 
can be infected. Infections in healthy 
children and adults are generally less 
severe than among infants and older 
adults with certain medical conditions. 
People at highest risk for severe 
disease include:

• Premature infants
• Young children with congenital 

(from birth) heart or chronic lung 
disease

• Young children with compromised 
(weakened) immune systems due to a 
medical condition or medical treatment

• Children with neuromuscular 
disorders

• Adults with compromised immune 
systems

• Older adults, especially those 
with underlying heart or lung disease

Precautions for RSV are a lot like 
the practices we’ve grown used to for 
preventing the spread of Covid and 
flu such as covering coughs, washing 
hand frequently and staying home if 
we’re sick.

Hopefully an RSV vaccine will be 
developed soon.

By John Hanna
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — A Kansas 

lawmaker who was forced out of one 
of the state Senate’s most powerful jobs 
following an arrest for drunken driving 
and speeding the wrong way on two 
interstate highways is planning to leave 
the Legislature in early January.

Former Senate Majority Leader Sen. 
Gene Suellentrop, a Wichita Republican, 
confirmed Tuesday that he plans to retire 
Jan. 2, saying in an email that his 13 
years as a lawmaker “is long enough.” 
State senators aren’t up for reelection 
until 2024, and Republicans in his 
district will find a replacement to serve 
the rest of his four-year term.

Republican senators who picked 
Suellentrop in December 2020 to set 
the chamber’s daily debate calendar 

and run their caucus meetings stripped 
him of the majority leader’s title four 
months later, though he kept his Senate 
seat. His ouster as majority leader came 
less than a month after his March 2021 
arrest and criminal charges that included 
attempting to elude law enforcement, 
a felony. He pleaded no contest in 
October 2021 to misdemeanor charges 
of reckless driving and driving under the 
influence and served two days in jail.

“There are too many things in my life 
that are more important, at this stage, 
than serving in the Kansas Legislature,” 
Suellentrop said in his email Tuesday.

The 70-year-old Wichita 
businessman added that he was 
“most thankful for” constituents who 
supported him throughout his career. 
His plan to resign was first reported by 
the Sunflower State Journal.

Suellentrop’s criminal case received 
national attention because he was a 
legislative leader and reportedly had 
been driving up to 90 miles per hour 
(145 kilometers per hour). A Kansas 
Highway Patrol trooper also said in an 
affidavit that Suellentrop at one point 
called him “donut boy.” No one was 
injured.

Law enforcement radio recordings 
and 911 calls released by the local 
sheriff’s department showed multiple 
people reported Suellentrop’s SUV 
traveling the wrong way on Interstate 
470 near a south Topeka exit and then on 
Interstate 70 through northern Topeka. 
The Highway Patrol said Suellentrop’s 
blood-alcohol level was 0.17, more than 
twice the legal limit of 0.08.

Besides serving two days in jail, a 
judge placed Suellentrop on probation 
for a year, though court records show he 
was released early, in July.

Suellentrop’s legislative career 
began in December 2009, when local 
Republicans picked him to fill a vacancy 
in the state House. He won his Senate 
seat in 2016 and was reelected in 2020.

He’d served two years as Senate 
health committee chair when GOP 
senators named him the chamber’s 
No. 2 leader, behind Senate President 
Ty Masterson, another Wichita-area 
Republican.

Chase Blasi, a former aide to 
Masterson and Masterson’s predecessor 
as Senate president, is seeking 
Suellentrop’s seat. Masterson endorsed 
him.

Ex-majority leader jailed for 
DUI is leaving Kansas Senate

620 Choctaw St.
Alva, OK

580-327-2200
We accept credit cards
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By Yvonne Miller
If you drive by the Kiowa District 

Hospital (KDH) this Christmas season 
and see sparkling lights, think of the 
late Karen Tucker who lost her battle 
with cancer March 6 of this year. 
Inside the hospital near the nurses 
station you’ll see the most beautiful 
Christmas Tree where red cardinals are 
perched on the branches, representing 
your loved one who has passed and is 
coming back to visit you. 

This is all a gift to KDH from 
Karen’s widower, Mark Tucker.

In 2021, Karen was diagnosed 
with glioblastoma, a brain tumor. 
She and Mark spent from June to the 
end of September at MD Anderson 
in Houston where she endured a long 
surgery and treatment. Once home 

Tucker brings some Christmas joy
to KDH in memory of his wife Karen

Mark Tucker (left) donated this Christmas Tree as beautiful as his wife Karen 
was loved. His gift stands near the nurses station at the KDH in Karen’s mem-
ory. At the presentation is Dr. Kirk Bliss (middle) and Chief of Staff Dr. Paul 
Wilhelm. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Representing loved ones 
now passed, red cardinals 
top branches of Christmas 
tree

to Kiowa she was admitted to KDH 
before Christmas and spent over four 
months there before her passing. 

Mark said of the staff and doctors 
at KDH, “They were wonderful and 
took really good care of her. Dr. (Paul) 
Wilhelm and Dr. (Kirk) Bliss were 
excellent. Dr. Wilhelm was especially 
compassionate and kind. We couldn’t 
have been in a better place. They 
took extra good care of us. Karen 
was always cold and RN Cindy Grow 
brought her heated blankets. She was 
so good to us. When Karen passed 
Cindy brought us one last blanket.”

Discussing the courage of his wife, 
Mark said, “She never complained or 
said `why me.’ She handled it with 
class. She was only 69 years old 

A closeup view of the Christmas tree 
shows the beauty of the red cardinals. 
Mark Tucker donated this tree to the 
Kiowa District Hospital in memory of 
his wife Karen who spent over four 
months there in her battle against a 
brain tumor. Photo by Yvonne Miller

when she passed. She affected a lot of 
people. Her funeral was really big. We 
would have been married 39 years.” 
Karen worked with the DHS, mainly 
in Woods County, Oklahoma, and was 
director the last year before retirement. 
“She loved children,” Mark said of 
Karen’s involvement in the DHS toys 
for tots, food boxes and more. 

During the Christmas season last 
year when Karen was in the hospital, 
Mark said that Roger and Janet 
Robison and Cindy Archuleta put a 
Christmas light display outside her 
room window. 

KDH CEO Janell Goodno said, “On 
behalf of Kiowa District Healthcare, 

 See Tucker Page 18
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From Page 14 Tucker

I take this opportunity to thank the 
Tucker family for their significant 
generosity. Their support of our 
KDH staff and providers is greatly 
appreciated by all.”

At the gift presentation Mark 
distributed leaflets that tell the 
story of the cardinal, “A cardinal is 
a representative of a loved one who 
has passed. When you see one, it 
means they are visiting you. They 
usually show up when you most 
need them or miss them. They also 
make an appearance during times of 
celebration as well as despair to let 
you know they will always be with 
you. Look for them, they’ll appear.” 
– Created by Incredible

This sign at the display commemorates Karen Tucker; the display was gifted to 
KDH by her widower, Mark Tucker. Photo by Yvonne Miller

By Yvonne Miller
Bundle up and venture to downtown 

Kiowa this Sunday, Dec. 4. At the 
community building you’ll find lots of 
goodies at the gifts and vendor show 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Kiowa merchants will 
be open in the afternoon. 

Santa Claus is coming to town right 
after “The Grinch” free movie shows at 
the Chieftain theater starting at 3 p.m. 
He’ll be outside the theater to get pics 
and wish lists from the kiddos who hope 
they are on the nice list. 

From 3:30 to 5 p.m. is a chili cookoff 
in the Community Building. You can 
grab a bowl of chili and homemade 
cinnamon roll for $5. Proceeds help 
Kiowa’s Chamber of Commerce update 
their Christmas decorations. Stop in at 
the Annex Museum from 1 to 3 p.m. to 
see what they are offering.

The afternoon culminates with a 
Lighted Christmas Parade down Main 
Street starting at 5:30 p.m. 

Have a Merry Christmas everyone! 

Celebrate 
Christmas in 
the Heartland 
Sunday in
Kiowa
• Vendor Show and 
businesses open
• Free Movie, The Grinch, 
photo with Santa afterward
• Chili Cookoff and 
Cinnamon Rolls
• Lighted Christmas 
Parade at 5:30 p.m.

Newsprint End Rolls
30 cents/lb. at

Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.

Alva, OK

Great for packing,
covering tables,

drawing, etc.
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By Mark Sherman
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court on Tuesday wrestled 
with a politically tinged dispute over a 
Biden administration policy that would 
prioritize deportation of people in the 
country illegally who pose the greatest 
public safety risk.

It was not clear after arguments that 
stretched past two hours and turned 
highly contentious at times whether the 
justices would allow the policy to take 
effect, or side with Republican-led states 
that have so far succeeded in blocking it.

At the center of the case is a 
September 2021 directive from the 
Department of Homeland Security that 
paused deportations unless individuals 
had committed acts of terrorism, 
espionage or “egregious threats to public 
safety.” The guidance, issued after Joe 
Biden became president, updated a 
Trump-era policy that removed people 
in the country illegally regardless of 
criminal history or community ties.

On Tuesday, the administration’s top 
Supreme Court lawyer told the justices 
that federal law does “not create an 
unyielding mandate to apprehend and 
remove” every one of the more than 11 
million immigrants living in the country 
illegally.

Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar 
said it would be “incredibly destabilizing 
on the ground” for the high court to 
require that. Congress has not given DHS 
enough money to vastly increase the 
number of people it holds and deports, 
the Biden administration has said.

But Texas Solicitor General Judd 
Stone told the court the administration 
is violating federal law that requires the 

Supreme Court wrestles with 
Biden’s deportation policy

detention and deportation of people who 
are in the U.S. illegally and who have 
been convicted of any serious crime, 
not just the most serious, specifically 
defined ones.

Chief Justice John Roberts was 
among the conservative justices who 
pushed back strongly on the Biden 
administration’s arguments. “It’s our 
job to say what the law is, not whether 
or not it can be possibly implemented 
or whether there are difficulties there, 
and I don’t think we should change that 
responsibility just because Congress and 
the executive can’t agree on something 
... I don’t think we should let them off 
the hook,” he said.

Yet Roberts, in questioning Stone, 
also called Prelogar’s argument 
compelling.

“It’s impossible for the executive 
to do what you want it to do, right?” 
Roberts asked.

Roberts wasn’t totally satisfied 
when Stone said the number of people 
potentially affected total 60,000 to 
80,000.

Justice Brett Kavanaugh said that 
whatever the actual number, “the 
resources still aren’t there.”

The court’s three liberal justices, 
on the other hand, were sympathetic to 
the Biden administration’s arguments. 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor and Elena 
Kagan, made clear they believed that 
Texas and Louisiana, which joined Texas 
in suing over the directive, weren’t even 
entitled to bring their case.

The case is the latest example 
of a Republican litigation strategy 
that has succeeded in slowing Biden 
administration initiatives by going to 
GOP-friendly courts. Kagan picked up 
on that during arguments, saying that 
Texas could file its suit in a courthouse 
where it was guaranteed to get a 
sympathetic hearing and that one judge 
stopped “a federal immigration policy in 
its tracks.”

In a separate ongoing legal dispute, 
three judges chosen by then-President 
Donald Trump are among the four 
Republican-appointed judges who have 
so far prevented the administration’s 
student loan cancellation program from 

taking effect.
The states said they would face 

added costs of having to detain people 
the federal government might allow to 
remain free inside the United States, 
despite their criminal records.

Federal appeals courts had reached 
conflicting decisions over DHS 
guidance.

The federal appeals court in 
Cincinnati earlier overturned a district 
judge’s order that put the policy on hold 
in a lawsuit filed by Arizona, Ohio and 
Montana.

But in the separate suit filed by 
Texas and Louisiana, a federal judge in 
Texas ordered a nationwide halt to the 
guidance and a federal appellate panel in 
New Orleans declined to step in.

In July, the court voted 5-4 to 
leave the immigration policy frozen 
nationwide. Conservative Justice Amy 
Coney Barrett joined the court’s three 
liberals in saying they would have 
allowed the Biden administration to put 
in place the guidance.

At the same time, the court said it 
would hear arguments in the case in late 
November.

The justices have several questions 
to sort through, whether the states 
should have been permitted to file their 
challenge in the first place, whether the 
policy violates immigration law and, if it 
does, whether it was appropriate for the 
Texas-based judge to block it.

On that last point, Prelogar said the 
judge’s decision to “vacate” the policy 
was wrong, and her argument questioned 
whether judges have been getting it all 
wrong for decades.

The issue touched a nerve, especially 
among Roberts, Kavanaugh and Ketanji 
Brown Jackson, the justices who once 
served on the federal appeals court 
in Washington that regularly vacates 
policies it determines are unlawful.

“Fairly radical,” Roberts said. “Pretty 
astonishing,” Kavanaugh said. Jackson, 
more restrained, also questioned 
Prelogar’s reasoning.

“There seems to be a kind of D.C. 
Circuit cartel,” Kagan joked.

A decision in U.S. v. Texas, 22-58, is 
expected by late June.
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By Marione Martin
The Waynoka Railroaders will be 

playing for the state Class C football 
championship Friday night. Waynoka 
shutout the Mt. View-Gotebo team 
50-0 in the semifinal game on Friday at 
Watonga to advance to the final game. 
The Railroaders will take on the Tipton 
Tigers at 7 p.m. Dec. 2 at Southern 

Waynoka to play for state championship

Waynoka’s Jace Dunn (10) dives for 
the football, as it slips through his 
fingers. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Nazarene University in Bethany. Tipton 
defeated the Timberlake Tigers 64-32 on 
Friday in a semifinal at Alex.

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University in Alva will play host to a 
Class B semifinal Friday night. The 
Oklahoma Bible Academy Trojans will 
take on the Seiling Wildcats at 7 p.m. at 
Ranger Field.

Waynoka quarterback Teegun Allison (2) looks for an open teammate. Photo by 
Desiree Morehead

Waynoka Wyatt Attwood (44) keeps the Tiger defense getting to the quart-
back. Photo by Desiree Morehead
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By David Klepper 
Associated Press

Twitter will no longer enforce 
its policy against COVID-19 
misinformation, raising concerns 
among public health experts and social 
media researchers that the change 
could have serious consequences if 
it discourages vaccination and other 
efforts to combat the still-spreading 
virus.

Eagle-eyed users spotted the 
change Monday night, noting that a 
one-sentence update had been made 
to Twitter’s online rules: “Effective 
November 23, 2022, Twitter is no 
longer enforcing the COVID-19 
misleading information policy.”

By Tuesday, some Twitter accounts 
were testing the new boundaries and 
celebrating the platform’s hands-off 
approach, which comes after Twitter 
was purchased by Elon Musk.

“This policy was used to silence 
people across the world who 
questioned the media narrative 
surrounding the virus and treatment 
options,” tweeted Dr. Simone Gold, 
a physician and leading purveyor 
of COVID-19 misinformation. “A 
win for free speech and medical 
freedom!”

Twitter’s decision to no longer 
remove false claims about the safety 
of COVID-19 vaccines disappointed 
public health officials, however, 
who said it could lead to more false 
claims about the virus, or the safety 
and effectiveness of vaccines.

“Bad news,” tweeted 
epidemiologist Eric Feigl-Ding, 
who urged people not to flee Twitter 
but to keep up the fight against bad 
information about the virus. “Stay 
folks — do NOT cede the town 
square to them!”

While Twitter’s efforts to stop 
false claims about COVID weren’t 
perfect, the company’s decision to 
reverse course is an abdication of 
its duty to its users, said Paul Russo, 
a social media researcher and dean 
of the Katz School of Science and 
Health at Yeshiva University in New 
York.

Twitter ends enforcement of 
COVID misinformation policy

Russo added that it’s the latest of 
several recent moves by Twitter that 
could ultimately scare away some 
users and even advertisers. Some 
big names in business have already 
paused their ads on Twitter over 
questions about its direction under 
Musk.

“It is 100% the responsibility of 
the platform to protect its users from 
harmful content,” Russo said. “This 
is absolutely unacceptable.”

The virus, meanwhile, continues 
to spread. Nationally, new COVID 
cases averaged nearly 38,800 a day 
as of Monday, according to data 
from Johns Hopkins University — 
far lower than last winter but a vast 
undercount because of reduced testing 
and reporting. About 28,100 people 
with COVID were hospitalized daily 
and about 313 died, according to the 
most recent federal daily averages.

Cases and deaths were up from 
two weeks earlier. Yet a fifth of 
the U.S. population hasn’t been 
vaccinated, most Americans haven’t 
gotten the latest boosters, and many 
have stopped wearing masks.

Musk, who has himself spread 
COVID misinformation on Twitter, 
has signaled an interest in rolling back 
many of the platform’s previous rules 
meant to combat misinformation.

Last week, Musk said he would 
grant “amnesty” to account holders 
who had been kicked off Twitter. 
He’s also reinstated the accounts for 
several people who spread COVID 
misinformation, including that of 
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, whose 
personal account was suspended 
this year for repeatedly violating 
Twitter’s COVID rules.

Greene’s most recent tweets 
include ones questioning the 
effectiveness of masks and making 
baseless claims about the safety of 
COVID vaccines.

Since the pandemic began, 
platforms like Twitter and Facebook 
have struggled to respond to a torrent 
of misinformation about the virus, its 
origins and the response to it.

Under the policy enacted in 

January 2020, Twitter prohibited 
false claims about COVID-19 that 
the platform determined could lead 
to real-world harms. More than 
11,000 accounts were suspended for 
violating the rules, and nearly 100,000 
pieces of content were removed from 
the platform, according to Twitter’s 
latest numbers.

Despite its rules prohibiting 
COVID misinformation, Twitter has 
struggled with enforcement. Posts 
making bogus claims about home 
remedies or vaccines could still 
be found, and it was difficult on 
Tuesday to identify exactly how the 
platform’s rules may have changed.

Messages left with San 
Francisco-based Twitter seeking 
more information about its policy on 
COVID-19 misinformation were not 
immediately returned Tuesday.

A search for common 
terms associated with COVID 
misinformation on Tuesday yielded 
lots of misleading content, but 
also automatic links to helpful 
resources about the virus as well as 
authoritative sources like the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention.

Dr. Ashish Jha, the White House 
COVID-19 coordinator, said Tuesday 
that the problem of COVID-19 
misinformation is far larger than 
one platform, and that policies 
prohibiting COVID misinformation 
weren’t the best solution anyway.

Speaking at a Knight 
Foundation forum Tuesday, Jha said 
misinformation about the virus spread 
for a number of reasons, including 
legitimate uncertainty about a deadly 
illness. Simply prohibiting certain 
kinds of content isn’t going to help 
people find good information, or 
make them feel more confident about 
what they’re hearing from their 
medical providers, he said.

“I think we all have a collective 
responsibility,” Jha said of combating 
misinformation about COVID. “The 
consequences of not getting this right 
— of spreading that misinformation 
— is literally tens of thousands of 
people dying unnecessarily.”
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Obituaries
JOE ALLEN COX

Joe Allen Cox was born, September 
21, 1932, to Cecil and Blanche Cox in 

Alva, Oklahoma, and 
passed away Sunday, 
November 27, 2022, 
at the Kiowa District 
Healthcare. He 
celebrated his 90th 
birthday last month.

On January 25, 
1951, Joe married 

Wanda Hobbs at the court house in 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas. To this union 
they had four children: Bob, Jim, Bill, 
and Cindra. 

Joe grew up in Alva, then moved 
to Kiowa, Kansas, in 1951, where he 
began working as a mechanic for Lewis 
Motors. He continued his career at Wes 
Smith Chevrolet, and finally Bill Hurst 
Chevrolet. He was a mechanic almost 40 
years. He changed careers and became 
a custodian and bus driver for the South 
Barber School District, where we have 
heard stories that he was the BEST bus 
driver ever! One quote from a former 
student that Joe had told him once  that 
“When I was in school, I only took 
three classes, Study Hall, Pool Hall, and 
Alcohol!” That said, many family and 
friends have been remembering Joe’s 
“one liners” or as Joe called them, “Life 
Lessons!”

Next to his great love of his family, 
one passion was being a member of 
Kiowa Fire Department, where he was 
in charge of the red fire truck. All the 
firemen knew that was Joe’s truck, and 
not to touch it! Joe retired from the 
department after 47 years of service in 
2013.  

Joe had a hobby of woodworking in 
his garage, where he made quilt racks, 
shelves and just about any project given 
to him. He was very particular about his 
work, and nothing was complete until it 
was perfect!

Joe became a resident at the Kiowa 
Manor in August 2022, and had a sense 
of humor that made everyone who 
stopped in his room smile. He loved 
pancakes and sausage, and anything 
with peanut butter on it! 

Joe is preceded in death by his 
parents, Cecil and Blanche Cox; his 
wife, Wanda of almost 70 years, and his 
brother, Jerry Cox. 

He is survived by his children, Bob 
and Pam Cox, Jim and Cathy Cox, Bill 

and Deb Cox, and Cindra Williams and 
fiancé, Randy Robbins, all of Kiowa, 
Kansas; nine grandchildren, Chad and 
(Nicky) Cox, Ryan and (Jamie) Cox, 
Katie Cox, Evan and (Elizabeth) Cox, 
Kevin Cox and (Chelsa Jo Campbell), 
Banon and (Jordyn) Cox, Kody and 
(LaTisha) Williams, Shelby and (Brian) 
Nielsen, Casey Williams and (Carrie 
Roland); fifteen great grandchildren, 
Cullen and Kennadie Cox, Camden, 
Zoey, Dillon and Archer Cox, Wesley 
Lou and Vanna Cox, BrayLynn, Ashtyn 
and Jaidyn Williams, Maudie B and 
Anton Nielsen and Tinley and Tucker 
Williams and one sister-in-law, Wanda 
Cox. His 16th great grandchild will 
make his appearance in January 2023. 

There will be a graveside service 
celebrating Joe’s life on Thursday, 
December 1, 2022, at 1:30 p.m. at 
Riverview Cemetery. Arrangements 
are by Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of 
Kiowa. Viewing will be Wednesday, 
November 30, 2022, from 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m. at the funeral home. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.   

Memorials may be made to Kiowa 
Fire Department through the funeral 
home.

SANDRA GAY FOOTE
Sandra Gay Foote passed away at 

her home in Clovis, New Mexico, on 
November 25, 2022, 
at the age of 83. 
Sandy (as she was 
known to her friends 
and family) was born 
in Alva, Oklahoma, 
on August 26, 1939, 
to Mike and Josephine 
Bouziden. She 
attended Sacred Heart 

Catholic School and Alva High School 
until her family moved to Omaha, 
Nebraska, after which she attended and 
graduated from Mercy High School. 
After graduation, Sandy met George 
Foote, and on July 26, 1958, George 
and Sandy were married. George and 
Sandy subsequently raised five children 
– George Jr., Chris, Tim, Pam and Tom. 
Several years ago, Sandy moved from 
her long-time home of Alva to Clovis, 
where she lived surrounded by numerous 
family members until her death. 

Throughout her life, Sandy 
remained close to her siblings, children, 

grandchildren, and other family 
members and was the bedrock of her 
large family, bringing everyone together 
for holidays, her 80th birthday party 
in Albuquerque or just for a delicious 
homemade Lebanese meal. Her siblings, 
nephews, nieces, and cousins always 
enjoyed getting together in Alva from 
across the country for a wonderful 
Thanksgiving Dinner with George and 
Sandy. In her free time, Sandy enjoyed 
meeting and playing cards with her 
friends at the Moose Lodge, including 
Barbara Kletke, Shirley Schultz, Lou 
Koppitz and many others. Sandy was a 
generous and caring woman who never 
hesitated to help those in need. George 
and Sandy were well-known throughout 
Alva – they never met a stranger and 
frequently welcomed friends, family, 
employees, law enforcement and so 
many others into their home for a fresh-
cooked breakfast or hot dinner. Sandy 
had a love for life that was infectious. 
She brought great joy to her friends and 
family, and she will be dearly missed. 

Sandy is survived by her children 
George Foote Jr. of Clovis, New 
Mexico, and former wife Laine of 
Guymon, Chris Foote and wife Karen, 
and Tim Foote and wife Dana, all of 
Clovis, New Mexico, Pam Dixon and 
fiancé Tim MaGill of Kansas City, 
Missouri, and former husband Steve 
Dixon of Stigler, Tom Foote and wife 
Connie of Alva; grandchildren, Major 
Dayne Foote and wife Major Katie 
Foote, currently stationed in Guam, a 
US territory, Daryne Foote and partner 
Tana Patrick of Dallas, Texas, Patty 
Keller and husband Tom of West Plains, 
Missouri, Grant Dixon and wife Rachel, 
currently living in London, England, 
Stephanie (Sissy) Dixon, currently 
attending Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock, Texas, Garrett Foote and wife 
Megan of Clovis, New Mexico, Lindsay 
Foote of Lubbock, Texas, Colton and 
Trevor Foote of Alva, Kaprix Foote of 
Clovis, New Mexico, and Collin Webb 
and partner Danielle Jenkins of Austin, 
Texas (who are expecting Sandy’s great-
grandson in March); great-grandchildren 
Tommy, Ethan and Kennedi Keller of 
West Plains, Missouri; siblings, Dolores 
Brady and husband Robert of Omaha, 
Nebraska, Bobby Bouziden and wife 
Ruby of Alva, and Jerry Bouziden and 
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wife Cheryl of Frankfort, Ilinois; close 
family friend Stuart Rickert and wife 
Kelley; and many other relatives and 
friends.

Sandy was preceded in death by 
her loving husband George Foote Sr., 
parents Mike and Josephine Bouziden, 
brother Mickey Bouziden, grandson 
Weston Dixon and numerous aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. 

A rosary service will be held at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Alva, 
at 11 a.m. on Thursday, December 1, 
2022, with funeral services following at 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 2 p.m.

JUAN ANGEL MONTALVO
Juan Angel Montalvo was born on 

January 8, 1947, in Allende, Nuevo 
Leon, Mexico, and passed from 
this life on November 16, 2022, at 
Fairview Fellowship Home. A graveside 
memorial service for Juan will be at 
Cherokee Municipal Cemetery on 
Saturday, December 3, 2022, at 2 
p.m. Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.  

LAVEEDA (DUGAN) MYERS
Graveside services will be 2 p.m. 

Saturday, December 
3, 2022, at Garrison 
Cemetery with 
Pastor Chris Ruwaldt 
officiating. Burial is 
under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva.

LaVeeda (Dugan) 
Myers was born August 25, 1926, just 
two quarter sections east of her final 
resting place at Garrison Cemetery. The 
quarter section was obtained by her 
paternal grandmother in the landrun of 

September 16, 1893.
The family lived in Dacoma, 

Oklahoma, until their move to Los 
Angeles, California, in 1934. She gave 
her heart to the Lord during high school 
at a little Baptist Church in Maywood, 
California. After graduation from Bell 
High School in 1943, in that same 
little church, she married an old family 
friend, Kenneth Dean Myers, who was 
also born in Dacoma. They made their 
first home at the Marine base in Mojave, 
California.

The Myers moved to the coast of 
Washington State in 1946, with their 
son, Kenneth Duane, who was born 
in Maywood, Carlifornia. Their two 
daughters, Patricia Ann and Pamela 
Ann, were born in Seattle, Washington. 
The family moved to Wenatchee, 
Washington, in 1964. This is where 
LaVeeda realized her lifelong dream of 
becoming a nurse. She sat for her state 
boards and received her LPN License in 
1969.

After retirement, LaVeeda and 
Ken relocated back to Oklahoma, 
settling in Alva in 1986. The Myers’ 
were members of the First Baptist 
Church, where LaVeeda team-taught 
the Gleaners Sunday School Class and 
Ken served as a Deacon. There is no 
record of how often she shared things 
prepared in her kitchen with friends 
or neighbors whom she felt needed 
some encouragement, or someone to 
pray with them. She invested her life 
in countless young women, and young 
men – giving them time and attention. 
She was a prayer warrior on behalf of 
many over the years. Her fervent love 
of her family and her Savior Jesus 
Christ highlighted her life.

Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband, Ken, 
and their son, Ken Jr.

She is survived by her daughters, 
Patti Kilbourne and husband, Randy, 
of Alva, and Pam Myers in Wasilla, 
Alaska; eight grandchildren, thirteen 
great grandchildren, and many great 
great grandchildren; other relatives and 
friends.

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
First Baptist Church.

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

PRISCILLA ANNA 
MARIA ELISABETH 

GYONGYOSHALMAJI-SZOHER 
DEMAREE SHELBY

Memorial services for Priscilla E. 
Gyongyoshalmaji-Szohner Demaree 
Shelby will be 2 p.m. Thursday, 
December 1, 2022, at the Marshall 
Funeral Home Chapel. Interment will be 

in the Alva Municipal 
Cemetery under the 
direction of Marshall 
Funeral Home of 
Alva.

Priscilla Anna 
Maria Elisabeth 
Gyongyoshalmaji-
Szohner Demaree 

Shelby was born in Budapest, Hungary, 
on August 18, 1937, and passed from 
this life at Alva on November 24, 2022, 
at the age of 85. 

After surviving the horrors of war, 
Priscilla made her way to the United 
States by ship around the age of 13. Her 
name is on the Ellis Island wall under 
the name Priscilla E Szohner. She lived 
with Dr. and Mrs. Rudolph and family 
in Davenport, Iowa, as their foster child 
and also cared for their children.

Priscilla met Lowell LeRay 
Demaree while he was attending Palmer 
Chiropractic College in Davenport. 
They married and to this marriage they 
had five children, Sandra Kim, Dawn 
Michelle, Cheryl Lynn, Theresa Gay, 
and Lowell Brian Demaree. They moved 
to Alva, OKlahoma, shortly after getting 
married and raised their family. Priscilla 
was a devoted wife and mother.

Priscilla then moved to Arkansas and 
while there married and divorced Cliff 
Shelby.

Priscilla was involved in the Jaycee 
Jane’s, the Nescatunga Arts Festival, the 
Republican party and the Bull Shoals 
Arts and Humanities Council along with 
many other organizations and volunteer 
activities in Woods County and in 
Arkansas. She was well known for her 
creative talents and taught oil painting 
and other art media. If you asked her 
what her favorite color was she would 
respond, “As an artist, I like all of them.” 
She had a keen eye for interior decorating 
and also created many beautiful rock 
gardens. She also enjoyed antiquing 

 See Obits Page 38
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or ‘junk shopping’ as she called it and 
searching for arrowheads.

She was proceeded in death by 
her parents Dr. Ludwig and Thuranyi 
Elisabeth Gyongyoshalmaji-Szohner, 
a brother, Maximilian, and half sister, 
Veronica, her ex-husband, Lowell 
Demaree, and children, Michelle 
Gordon, Cheryl Demaree and Brian 
Demaree. 

She is survived by Sandy Gleyre 
of Alva, Theresa and her husband Don 
Blalock of Chester, twelve grandchildren 
and several great grandchildren, along 
with her brother Gabriel Szohner/
VonUrsus and his family of Vancouver, 
Canada.

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to the funeral 
home for the Nescatunga Art Festival, of 
which she was very proud of being an 
original member, or to Beadles Nursing 
Home for the wonderful care they gave 
her during her time of need.

Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com.
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By Jill Lawless
LONDON (AP) — Fewer than 

half the people in England and Wales 
consider themselves Christian, 
according to the most recent census 
— the first time a minority of the 
population has followed the country’s 
official religion.

Britain has become less religious 
— and less white — in the decade 
since the last census, figures from the 
2021 census released Tuesday by the 
Office for National Statistics revealed.

Some 46.2% of the population 
of England and Wales described 
themselves as Christian on the day of 
the 2021 census, down from 59.3% a 
decade earlier. The Muslim population 
grew from 4.9% to 6.5% of the total, 
while 1.7% identified as Hindu, up 
from 1.5%.

More than 1 in 3 people — 37% — 
said they had no religion, up from 25% 
in 2011.

The other parts of the U.K., 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, report 
their census results separately.

Secularism campaigners said the 
shift should trigger a rethink of the 
way religion is entrenched in British 
society. The U.K. has state-funded 
Church of England schools, Anglican 
bishops sit in Parliament’s upper 
chamber, and the monarch is “defender 
of the faith” and supreme governor of 

the church.
Andrew Copson, chief executive of 

the charity Humanists U.K., said “the 
dramatic growth of the non-religious” 
had made the U.K. “almost certainly 
one of the least religious countries on 
Earth.”

“One of the most striking things 
about these results is how at odds the 
population is from the state itself,” he 
said. “No state in Europe has such a 
religious set-up as we do in terms of 
law and public policy, while at the 
same time having such a non-religious 
population.”

Archbishop of York Stephen 
Cottrell, one of the most senior clerics 
in the Church of England, said the data 
was “not a great surprise,” but was a 
challenge to Christians to work harder 
to promote their faith.

“We have left behind the era when 
many people almost automatically 
identified as Christian, but other 
surveys consistently show how the 
same people still seek spiritual truth 
and wisdom and a set of values to live 
by,” he said.

Almost 82% of people in England 
and Wales identified as white in the 
census, down from 86% in 2011. Some 
9% said they were Asian, 4% Black and 
3% from “mixed or multiple” ethnic 
backgrounds, while 2% identified with 
another ethnic group.

Census: Christians a 
minority in England; 
non-religious grow
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By Josh Funk
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Railroad 

unions on Tuesday decried President 
Joe Biden’s call for Congress to 
intervene in their contract dispute, 
saying it undercuts their efforts 
to address workers’ quality of life 
concerns, but businesses stressed that 
it is crucial to avoid a strike next week 
that would devastate the economy.

Biden and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi said that lawmakers will be 
asked to vote this week to impose the 
terms of the deals the 12 unions agreed 
to before an original strike deadline in 
September, even though four of those 
unions representing more than half of 
the 115,000 rail workers rejected them. 
Eight other unions ratified the five-year 
deals that include 24% raises and $5,000 
in bonuses.

Biden said he reluctantly agreed that 
it would be best to override the union 
votes because the potential damage to 
the economy would be too great.

“Congress I think has to act to 
prevent it,” Biden said Tuesday. “It’s not 
an easy call but I think we have to do it. 
The economy’s at risk.”

Unions and worker groups have 
been pushing to improve the demanding 
schedules they say make it hard for 
workers to ever take a day off and 
persuade railroads to add paid sick time. 
They have threatened to strike if new 
agreements can’t be reached before a 
Dec. 9 deadline.

“It is not enough to ‘share workers’ 
concerns’,” said the Brotherhood 

Railroad unions decry Biden’s 
plan to block possible strike

of Maintenance of Way Employes 
Division union said in a statement. “A 
call to Congress to act immediately to 
pass legislation that adopts tentative 
agreements that exclude paid sick leave 
ignores the railroad workers’ concerns.” 
The union is one of the four that rejected 
their deal.

The railroads that include BNSF, 
Union Pacific, CSX, Kansas City 
Southern and Norfolk Southern have 
refused to consider adding sick time 
because they didn’t want to spend 
any more on the labor deals than they 
agreed to in September. They have also 
argued that rail unions have agreed 
over the decades to forego paid sick 
time in favor of higher wages and 
stronger short-term disability benefits.

Conductor Gabe Christenson, who 
is co chairman of the Railroad Workers 
United coalition that includes workers 
from all the rail unions, said Biden 
and the Democrats are siding with the 
railroads over workers.

“The ‘most labor-friendly president 
in history’ has proven that he and the 
Democratic Party are not the friends 
of labor they have touted themselves 
to be,” said Christenson, whose 
group encouraged workers to reject 
these deals. “These wolves in sheep’s 
clothing have for decades been in 
bed with corporate America and have 
allowed them to continue chipping 
away at the American middle class and 
organized labor.”

Paul Lindsey, a longtime Union 
Pacific engineer based in Pocatello, 

Idaho, who is active with Railroad 
Workers United, said Congress and 
Biden seem to be sending the message 
that “your quality of life, your time 
off, your days, your standard of living 
doesn’t matter if you getting a pay 
increase is going to hurt business.”

But business groups that have 
been pressuring Congress and Biden 
to intervene in the talks praised the 
president’s decision and said they 
hope Republicans and Democrats can 
work together to resolve this quickly.

“Truly, the only thing standing 
in the way of ensuring the American 
economy doesn’t take a major hit as 
a consequence of a catastrophic rail 
strike is the United States Congress,” 
said Mike Sommers, president and 
chief executive officer of the American 
Petroleum Institute. “We need to make 
sure that the United States Congress 
acts on this as quickly as possible.”

A rail strike would affect nearly 
every industry because so many 
businesses rely on railroads to deliver 
their raw materials and finished 
products. The railroads have estimated 
that a strike would cost the economy 
$2 billion a day and could force many 
manufacturers to shut down and lay off 
workers. Plus, commuter railroads and 
Amtrak would be disrupted because 
many of them rely on tracks owned by 
the freight railroads.

Mike Seyfert, CEO of the National 
Grain and Feed Association, said 
the widespread severe impact that’s 
expected if there is a rail strike should 
inspire bipartisan agreement among 
lawmakers. The impact of a strike 
would begin to be felt up to a week 
before the deadline because railroads 
would begin halting shipments of 
hazardous chemicals and perishable 
products ahead of time to ensure they 
wouldn’t be stranded along the tracks.

“Last time I checked, every 
constituent of every member of the 
House and Senate has to eat,” Seyfert 
said. “And so I would think that when 
you look at potential impacts to the 
food and ag supply chain hopefully 
that would help to move this agreement 
along.”
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Alfalfa County 
court filings
According to the affidavits 

and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Woods County Courthouse. 
The Newsgram will not 
intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If 

it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper.

Misdemeanor Filings
Kimberly Jane Ferrington, 

Oklahoma City, 53, has been 
charged with possession of 
controlled dangerous substance 
and unlawful possession of 
urine to defeat drug screening. 
($594.25)

Marriage License Filings
Tanner Levi Cloyd and 

Cassidie Jean Schmidt, both of 

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Yard Clean-ups

Winter is almost here! Get 
your yard & flowerbeds 
cleaned up & winterized! 
Services include leaf 
removal, removing all 
dead debris, branches & 
limbs & insulating flowers 
and plants for winter. Call 
580-430-9992 to schedule 
appointment

Computer Repair

KMF Electronics Repair 
in Jet, OK. Computer and 
Electronics. 580-884-0210. 
Will haul off old & non-
working appliances, TV’s,  
radios, hot water heaters, 
etc

Real Estate
Purchasing

Producing Mineral Rights. 
580-334-0871 or 580-541-
0518

House for Sale
 2bdrm, 1bth with detached 
rentable efficiency. 48K. 5 
Center St. Alva. 580-748-
4480
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Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office log

CAXCA

Monday, November 21, 2022
During this day were two 

traffic stops.
12:47 p.m. – Caller advised 

someone ripped the gate to his 
fence out. Report taken.

1:10 p.m. – Report of a fuel 
theft.

3:59 p.m. – Officer needed 
in the 1000 block of Oklahoma 
for a possible verbal domestic 
situation.
Tuesday, November 22, 2022

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

12:43 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female who was in pain. 
Medic took the patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

11:54 a.m. – Welfare check 
needed on a white four-door 
vehicle that did a circle in the 
Dollar General parking lot and 
then stopped in the old Croft lot. 

Officer arrived and the subject 
had warrants. Officer had one 
adult female in custody.

4:47 p.m. – Report of noise 
complaint at the Chaparral 
Apartments.

5:50 p.m. – Report that a 
disoriented 60-year-old male 
was on OK-11 and County 
Road 720. Medic took the 
patient to Share Medical Center 
in Alva.

7:19 p.m. – Caller advised of 
someone shooting at Grady and 
County Road 600. Reporting 
person advised they shot about 
8-10 times in a row and saw a 
white Chevy pickup head north 
on County Road 600. Deputy 
out with the pickup at Jiffy 
Trip. All was okay.

Wednesday, November 23, 
2022

During this day was one 

From Page 43 Alfalfa
Burlington: marriage license 
with certificate. ($5)

Divorce Filings
Shawn Matthew Belt vs. 

Janice Marie Belt, Okeene: 
divorce. ($272.14)

Traffic Citations
Steven Smith, Booker, 

Texas, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Jordan E. Scott, Owasso, 
has been cited for speeding 21-
25 mph over the speed limit. 
($319)

Wildlife Filings
Robert E. Porter, 

Collinsville, has been cited for 
headlight in (thermal). ($489)

Steven L. Graham, Coweta, 
has been cited for headlight in 
(thermal). ($489)

Ashley D. Porter, 
Collinsville, has been cited 
for headlight in (thermal). 
($489)

Charles Russell Dilbeck, 
Edmond, has been cited for 
possession of buck deer not 
legally taken. ($989)

Charles Russell Dilbeck, 
Edmond, has been cited for 
hunting without land owners 
consent. ($739)
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traffic stop.
5:32 a.m. – Report of 

an alarm going off in the 
400 block of Grand. Officer 
couldn’t hear an alarm and 
keyholder couldn’t be reached. 
Officer advised all appeared to 
be okay.

1:32 p.m. – Report of a theft 
in the 200 block of D Street.

2:28 p.m. – Medic needed 
in the 200 block of Murray 
for a male having chest pains. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

3:01 p.m. – Report of a 
two-car accident on OK-11 and 
OK-54. No air bags deployed 
and no injuries.

3:15 p.m. – Report of 
people digging at the crystal 
dig area. Deputy advised them 
they couldn’t get out there. All 
was okay.

Thursday, November 25, 
2022

12:37 a.m. – Report of noise 
complaint. Deputy advised he 
didn’t hear any loud music but 
would stay around for a while. 

3:25 a.m. – Alarm company 
advised of a silent alarm going 
off at Gateway Bank. Officer 
advised all was okay.

7:11 a.m. – Medic needed 
on Cotton Road for a female 
who fell and possibly broke 
her shoulder. Deputy took the 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Enid.

8:07 a.m. – Report of a 
semi and pickup accident 
at County Road 550 and 
Choctaw. AirEvac needed. 
Patient airlifted out. Advised 
county commissioner about 
the damage to the tin horn.

7:07 p.m. – Report of a 
neighbor playing loud music. 
Deputy was notified.

8:43 p.m. – Report of 
sparking at an oil rig site. 
Helena Fire Department 
reported a hot fence was 
shorting out.
Friday, November 26, 2022

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

2:39 a.m. – Caller advised 
their neighbor is playing music 
so loud it’s vibrating their 
house. Deputy advised there 
was no music playing.

8:19 a.m. – Report of an 
opossum stuck in the fence in 
the 500 block of Pennsylvania. 
Officer advised the animal was 
free from the fence.
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Community 
Calendar

From Page 45 Sheriff
9:47 a.m. – Report that a black 

pickup with dark tinted windows backed 
down in the ditch at the four-way. Caller 
would like someone to check it out. 
Deputy advised a stop sign had been hit 
and advised ODOT that needed to be 
fixed. Deputy advised the pickup looked 
to be locked up and abandoned or might 
be a carpooler. 

3:52 p.m. – Report of white 
Expedition that got hit by a black Chevy 
at Sonic. No medic needed.

5:04 p.m.  – Report of a juvenile 
who ran away from Aline trying to go to 
Carmen. Deputy made contact with the 
juvenile’s parents. Juvenile was returned 
to their father.

Sunday, November 27, 2022
8:18 a.m. – Report of a suspicious red 

Chevy pickup on Hughes Road. Caller 
advised the truck has parked out on the 
road for over 24 hours.

4:10 p.m. – Report of a pitbull 
who ran at the reporting party. Caller 
advised they shot at the ground in front 
of the dog and the dog backed away. 
The dog was not injured.

5:59 p.m. – Report of a vehicle vs. 
deer accident at OK-11 and County 
Road 700. No injuries.

8:31 p.m. – Medical alarm going 
off in the 200 block of 2nd Street for 
a patient who was feeling dizzy, faint 
and had issues breathing. No transport 
needed.

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has  in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution is every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting is at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 

Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.
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