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Cherokee FFA Chapter members—(from left) Nic Lambert, Riley Hensley, Waylon Utterback, Kynlee Kolb, Colby Roach,
Kaleb Nevels, Anna Alvarez, Aiden Sanborn, Brant Failes, Abby Guffy, Lexi Williams.

Cherokee FFA Banquet
The 72nd Annual Cherokee FFA
Banquet was held on May 4 in the
exhibit building at the Alfalfa County
Fairgrounds. The evening began with
a short welcome from President
Drake Williams and was followed by
the meal invocation given by Vice
President Kacie Eshleman. A slide
show of various FFA activities and
memories was watched while eating.
After the meal, an opening ceremony
video entertained the crowd prior
to the introduction of officers by
Treavor Green and Neveah Rameriz.
The officers performed opening
ceremonies and 49 FFA members
recited the members in unison part.
Proficiency award certificates were
presented in numerous award areas.
All degree ceremonies followed
including Discovery, Greenhand,
Chapter, and Honorary.
Five Greenhand members –
Quentin Gibson, Jake Whitesides,
Kesya Solis, Madeline Smallwood,
and Grace Smallwood – recited the
FFA Creed. Following the Honorary
Degree ceremony, Reporter Riley
Hensley and Sentinel Gaby Solis
presented the year in review.
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Cherokee
Superintendent
Bryce Schanbacher made some
administrative remarks to the parents
and students. “The life skills learned
through FFA are very meaningful,”
he said. “The way to correctly shake
someone’s hand, accountability and
commitment are all learned through

the organization.”
Cherokee FFA Advisor Christy
Snider presented the Star Discovery,
Star Greenhand, Star in Ag Placement,
and Star Chapter Farmer awards.
FFA member TamLynn Link

See FFA Page 36

2021–2022 Cherokee FFA officers—(from left) Kynlee Kolb, Brant Failes, Abby
Guffy, Madysen Ryel, Kaleb Nevels, Waylon Utterback.

Cherokee FFA STAR members—(from left) Juan Castro, Drake Williams,
Madeline Smallwood, Ruston James.
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Happy Mother’s Day?
By Marione Martin
I’ve always considered Mother’s
Day as a time to honor our mothers.
Even though my
daughter
was
traveling out of state,
she sent me some
nice gifts and a sweet
text message.
However,
this
past Sunday altered
my view. Perhaps
Mother’s Day is
meant to be a test of
mothering skills.
At the end of last year, my household
expanded temporarily with the addition
of granddaughter Kat and her two
children. Brie will be four this month,
and Isaiah will be two in June. My quiet
home has become lively.
We tend to have different schedules
so we don’t spend a lot of time together.
They wake up around 6:30 a.m. whether
Kat wants to or not. She goes to work at
8 a.m. and drops them at daycare before
that. My days end late with press runs.
On weekdays, they leave the house
while I’m asleep, and I return when
they are sleeping. We see each other
more on weekends.
I went to bed about midnight
Saturday night. Just after 6 a.m. I
heard the children waking. Isaiah does
not wake up quietly! I was falling
back asleep when my cellphone rang.
Nobody but a clueless telemarketer
would call at 6:20 a.m. on Sunday. But
when I looked at the phone, it was Kat!

She said that she and the kids
couldn’t get the door open. They were
stuck in the bedroom. She had fallen
asleep in the kids’ room the night
before. Usually she leaves their door
slightly open, but lately Brie has been
waking up and leaving. Kat closed the
door fully to keep her in.
Now the door wasn’t locked but
stuck. Over the years the house has
settled a little, and the door fits too
tightly on one corner. We couldn’t
budge it.
After trying screwdrivers to get to
the latch (I was able to pass Kat one
under the door), we made no progress.
“You’ll have to pull the pins on the door
hinges,” I told Kat. Having never seen
this procedure, she used her phone to
check Google for instructions. Then she
attacked the hinges.
Meanwhile, the kids reacted. Isaiah
was worried because we were worried
so he let out some wails seeking
comfort. Brie had questions about what
we were doing.
Kat was successful on the bottom
hinge, but the top one resisted with an
inch to go. After several more tries, that
pin came out. But no matter how much
I pushed and she pulled, the door still
didn’t move.
Finally I tried using a hammer to
give hard taps to the door on the hinge
side. I started at the bottom and it began
to move. As I neared the top, the door
came loose. What a relief!
Released, Kat and the children went
downstairs, and I tried unsuccessfully

to go back to sleep. However, the
mothering trials weren’t over.
After a half hour, I gave up and
went down to the kitchen. As I looked
in the cabinet for a breakfast idea,
I felt unusual warmth on my arm.
Looking around, I saw a glowing red
burner on my electric kitchen range.
Isaiah can’t resist pushing the buttons
controlling the burners. I turned it off,
but it triggered the smoke alarm. This
triggered alarm from the kids. I grabbed
a broom and used the handle to hit the
reset.
After breakfast I went upstairs to
dress for church. I heard Brie come up
the stairs alone so checked to see what
she was doing. She was looking through
a drawer in her mother’s bedroom,
which seemed harmless.
Later I heard her say, “Mom, I have
something for you.” I expected her to go
downstairs to her mother with the item,
but she didn’t. It was quiet; too quiet.
I went down the hallway to check, and
met Brie coming from the bedroom.
She was holding a small box of matches
in one hand and a single match in the
other. “I have fire for Mama,” she
announced proudly as she attempted to
strike the match on the box.
“No,” I exclaimed and reached for
the matches. She handed them over
willingly saying, “That’s a no-no.”
The decades-old matches must have
escaped my notice in a back corner of
that drawer.
Things were quieter after lunch. I
went to work while Kat and the kids
took a much-needed nap. But the day
wasn’t done.
That evening just before bedtime,
Brie found a pair of scissors; we
thought they were out of reach. Her
mother found her in the family room.
She managed to cut a couple of curly
strands of her hair.
As the kids fell asleep that night, I
found myself looking online for safety
latches. One looked interesting. It uses
a magnetic key that an adult can place
against the cabinet door to unlock the
latch. It comes with two keys.
How long before a kid found and
lost those keys? How long before an
observant toddler found the key hiding
place and figured out how to use it? Is
there any such thing as a toddler-proof
cabinet lock?
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Freedom School curricula
update almost complete
By Kathleen Lourde
The Freedom School Board of
Education, at its meeting Monday
evening, learned that the school’s project
of completely updating the English, math,
science and history curricula, including
textbooks, is nearly complete. The board,
with all members present, voted to
approve purchasing new science curricula
using 515 grant funds of $48,540.09.
This would update the science
textbooks for elementary through eighth
grade classes. Science is the last of the
four subject areas the school has used
grant money to purchase up-to-date
teaching materials. Already, the school
has updated its math, English and history
curricula. One more purchase is left to
make: that of the high school’s biology
textbooks. Principal Michelle Shelite is
researching the best textbook to purchase.
Personnel Matters: Hirings,
Resignation
The board adjourned to an executive
session to discuss “employment, hiring,
appointment, promotion, demotion,
disciplining, or resignation of individual
salaried officer(s) or employee(s).”
Later, the board voted to employ the
following certified career employees:
Sara Bowman, Grace Contreraz, Teresa
Kennedy, Bretta Matthews, Shelly
Province, Marlo Smith, and Katie Strehl;
and temporary certified employees Ethan
Kennedy and Samantha Wilson.

They also voted to employ
support personnel Brenda Daughhetee
(custodian), Dalene Dauphin (driver and
aide), Patricia Dauphin (encumbrance
clerk, secretary, child nutrition custodian
and board minutes clerk), and Bryan
Davey (maintenance director).
Rhonda Harris’ resignation was also
received and accepted. Her letter was
read aloud to the board; her last day will
be May 14.
Long Consent Agenda
However, the first order of business
at the meeting, as customary, was the
consent agenda, which includes many
items that the board votes on as one. They
can ask to discuss or omit specific items
within the consent agenda before giving
approval if they choose.
This month the consent agenda
contained the usual past meeting minutes,
treasurer’s report, encumbrances and
warrants for the general, building and
child nutrition funds, and activity fund
expenditures.
This month’s consent agenda also
contained other less common (but
generally still routine) items, such as
renewing the OSSBA membership
($1,225) and the OSSBA policy
maintenance subscription service ($750);
and amending the 2020-21 school
calendar due to snow days. This last item
has to do with the number of hours of
education Freedom Schools is providing

– they are required to provide 1080
hours of education in the school year,
but – as the letter to the state department
of education says, after adjusting for
the Feb. 8 and 9 snow days, “Freedom
Schools still has a total of 1,134 hours” in
its school year – 154 more hours than the
state requires. The board voted to return
to the 1080 hours.
Also on the consent agenda were a
resolution involving the activity fund
accounts necessitated by the recent audit
(the printed agenda gave no further
details); an item merely described
as “Adjunct Instructor of Margaret
Woodard-Smith for Biology II;” a
payment of $146 to Patricia Dauphin
to repair an underpayment of her 20192020 contract (another item noted on the
recent audit); and setting up an activity
fund account and regulations for Miss
Freedom.
Other Board Business
The board also approved the
following:
• continuing its membership with
OSSBA Employment Services at a cost
of $147.
• contracting with Alcohol and Drug
Testig Inc. for employee DOT and student
substance tests.
•
contracting
with
Gabbart
Communications for the school’s website.
The upgrade website would provide a
number of added benefits, including
being able to mass notify parents via text
message. The cost is $1,714.50.
• moving the June special board
meeting to June 7 at 7 a.m.
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South Barber joins KASB Coalition to
protest inflated February natural gas bill
Presents KDH CEO Goodno with Chieftain Award

South Barber Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller presents a Chieftain Award to Kiowa District Healthcare CEO Janell Goodno for her and the entire hospital staff
for their help to the school during the Covid pandemic. Photo by Yvonne Miller

By Yvonne Miller
At the May meeting of the South
Barber USD #255 Board of Education
Monday night, they took action to protest
their natural gas bill with Symmetry for
February. Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller
said during the arctic blast with sub-zero
temperatures, the school’s monthly gas
bill for February was over $15,000. It’s
normally $3000 the superintendent said.
The maximum the gas company can
charge the school is $4.57/BTU of gas,
Miller said. This charge for February was
in the neighborhood of $18/BTU of gas.
SB USD #255 joined about 50 other
Kansas school districts to be in the Kansas
Association of School Boards (KASB)
Coalition. There is a lawsuit filed against
this exorbitant billing. South Barber is
paying $400 to be a part of this group.
The board held their first meeting
back at the central office on Kiowa’s
Main Street in over a year since the Covid
pandemic began. No one wore masks –
it was refreshing. Board President Mark
Pollock sat at the head table along with
Dr. Miller and Board Clerk Julie Johnson.
All other board members were present
including: Bryan Quick, Deb Helfrich,
Jenna Mostert, Mike Miller, Ryan Molz
and Emily Lohmann. The agenda was
short.
Superintendent Miller opened with
thanking Kiowa District Healthcare CEO/
CFO Janell Goodno for all her and the
hospital staff for their help to the school
during in the intense days of Covid.
Nurses and staff members were at the
school each morning to take temperatures
of those entering the buildings.
“What you did helped us stay in
school,” Miller told Goodno. He praised
the KDH vaccination rollout and for
getting the school’s staff vaccinated.
He presented Goodno with a Chieftain
Award Certificate for her and the entire
staff’s help during Covid.
“You’re welcome,” Goodno said and
added that it’s a positive anytime the
school and hospital can work together.
She said how cooperative the school
and community have been to work with
during Covid. She thanked everyone for

See Barber Page 38

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 9

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 10

Cherokee sports are benefiting whole
area, school superintendent notes
By Kathleen Lourde
School’s winding up – Wednesday
at 7 p.m. is Cherokee’s baccalaureate
ceremony; Thursday at 7 p.m. is the
junior high graduation; Friday at 7 p.m.
is the high school graduation.
“It’s been a very busy last couple
weeks,”
Superintendent
Bryce
Schanbacher told the school board
Monday evening.
Cherokee hosted both the regional
and state track meets, and the events
have benefited the whole area, he said.
All the paperwork from the state
track meet has not yet arrived, so a more
accurate report will be available in the
future, but anecdotally it was a huge
success for the school, the town, and the
whole area.
“The head count, we think about
4,000 (attendees) for the state track meet,
and maybe a third of that for regionals,”
Schanbacher said. “They were parked
all the way down to the Baptist Church
parking lot,” he noted.
“They were down to 10th street,” said
someone at the table.
“People were walking to Sonic so
they wouldn’t lose their only parking
spot,” noted another.
Schanbacher said hotels and
restaurants in town were full, and he’d
heard that the motels in Alva were full
as well. Attendees stayed in hotels all
around the area, from Enid to Fairview.
Many other businesses in those areas
likely benefited from the meet attendees

as well, he said.
Cherokee students did well at the
state championships as well: Kynlee
Kolb won in shot put and Abby Guffy
won in the mile run.
Schanbacher expects the school
to host regionals again next year, but
doesn’t yet know about the state meet.
However, another big track event is
coming to Cherokee June 19.
“This summer, we’re going to host
USA Track and Field Oklahoma Regional
Meet,” Schanbacher said. “We’ve hosted
that in the past, and that should be
another big event that will draw people
to the area. The way that works is they
pay us a facility use fee, they bring in all
the workers and they keep the gate, but
we get all the concessions for that day.”
Student Activities
At the elementary school, the
elementary awards ceremony will be
today,Wednesday, at 9:30 a.m. at the
high school auditorium. The elementary
will also dismiss at 12:45 Wednesday
and Thursday.
The high school awards assembly is
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
The regional one act competition was
Monday, and the state competition is
next week.
“We won regionals today again;
not sure how many years in a row that
is,” Schanbacher said. “It’s been a little
different this year, so they’ve made
all kinds of adjustments, but wouldn’t
expect anything less from those guys.”

In FCCLA, “Drake Williams was a
star in agribusiness, and there have been
only three state stars from Cherokee since
1949, so that was a very great honor that
Drake received,” Schanbacher said. “He
was recognized at the banquet last week
for that. He was also the state winner
on agriculture sales entrepreneurship.
Tamlyn Link was the state talent
performer and a top 5 finalist in the state
talent competition. Kacey Eshleman
won in academic excellence – only 77
out of 741 state degree recipients got that
award, so that’s a very great honor.”
New Speech Pathologist Hired
The school’s speech pathologist,
Jaime Lundry, has resigned. She lives in
southwest Oklahoma and wants to spend
less time traveling and more time with
her family.
“She’s done a great job for us,” said
Schanbacher.
After an executive session, the board
voted to employ Shanna Ream as the
district speech pathologist for school
year 2021-2022.
Other Board Business
Schanbacher told the board that
the check from the oil company tax
protest settlement has come in. “It was
about $127,000,” he said. “Originally
it was $400,000. So, it’s a lot less than
originally, but better than nothing.”
The board also approved the
following:
• Desiree Gibson as acting president.
• June 2, 2021, at noon as the date and
time for the sale of $610,000 Combined
Purpose Bonds for the school district.
• minutes of past meetings, general,
building, and child nutrition fund
encumbrances and warrants.
• a resolution for Schools and
Libraries Universal Services (E-Rate) for
2021-2022.

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 11

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 12

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 13

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 14

KDH hires Nurse Practitioner Dedra Rathgeber
Rathgeber to start seeing patients in Rural Health Clinic mid-summer; Annual
Meeting Tuesday, May 25, 6 p.m., at Kiowa Community Building: 2021 Jeans and
Gems Aug. 14 at the Community Building; entertainment is Dueling Pianos
By Yvonne Miller
Marcia Cantrell, retired elementary
principal at South Barber, sat at the table
for the first time as a new board member
at the Kiowa District Hospital Board of
Directors meeting April 27. President
Pat Myers called the meeting to order
in the new spacious conference room
inside the new therapy and wellness
addition at KDH. All board members
were present including: Jeff Miller, Jim
Parker and Chantae Simpson.
KDH CEO/CFO Janell Goodno
attended as did Operations/IT/Manor
Administrator Philip Anton; Business
Office Manager Tara Girty; Hospital
DON Robyn Whitaker; Quality
Manager/Interim Manor DON Brandy
McKitrick; RHC Director Lacey
Volker; Comptroller Shannon Canaday;
and Friends of the Hospital and Manor
Foundation President Judy Schrock.
Following executive session at the
end of the meeting the board voted to
extend a contract to Nurse Practitioner
Dedra Rathgeber. Goodno said that
Rathgeber and her husband Josh reside
in Anthony, Kansas where he has a
business. The nurse practitioner will
begin provider orientation May 17 and
then start seeing patients in the KDH
Rural Health Clinic sometime midsummer, according to Goodno.
KDH Statistics and Financial
Reports for Hospital and Manor
Giving the financial and statistical
information for the hospital, Goodno
said March was “really slow.” Goodno
said in contrast April business is
good. Comptroller Canaday assisted
Goodno in giving the reports. Hospital
admissions totaled 24. Of those, 20 days
were acute and only 7 were swingbed.
Outpatient visits totaled 605. Of those
visits, physical therapy contributed 97
appointments. The lab had 321 visits
and ran a near record-high 4,349 tests.
Radiology did 55 X-rays and there were
40 ER visits.
For March, the hospital lost
$146,667. Total gross patient revenue
was $391,438. Total contractural
adjustments were $27,292. With
$14,848 revenue from the 340B discount

Newly appointed board member Marcia Cantrell (far right) takes her place at
the table of the Kiowa District Hospital Board at their late April meeting: (from
left) Chantae Simpson, Jeff Miller, President Pat Myers and Jim Parker. Photo
by Yvonne Miller
drug program added in, total operating
revenue was $433,578. Total operating
expenses were $640,828 for a loss of
$207,249. The addition of mainly tax
revenue of $60,582 in non-operating
revenue curbed the loss to $146,667.
Year-to-Date, the hospital lost $299,560
at the end of March.
The manor showed a loss of $53,088
for March with a resident census of
18 and the budget set for 25 residents.
Total operating revenue was $126,058.
Total operating expenses were $185,240
for a loss from operations of $59,182.
Goodno pointed out that the manor had
“much less agency (nursing) pay” which
is more expensive than the regular
nursing staff pay. The addition of $6094
mainly tax revenue, total non-operating
revenue curbed the loss to $53,088.
Year-to-Date, the manor lost $350,243.
Goodno said the manor should receive
more Covid money.
The combined comparative balance
sheets for the hospital and manor show
net accounts receivable at $486,311.
Girty reported that for March the gross
accounts receivable were at $905,092,
with average days in AR of 63 and total
payments of $650,050. She said that’s a
big improvement over February.
Uncollected taxes are $245,146.
The combined loss for both facilities
is $50,683. Total assets for KDH at the
end of March were $13,506,306.
The board approved all the financial
and statistical reports. That includes the
bad debt that is being turned over to

collections.
Covid-19 Update and Administrator
Reports
Goodno gave an update on Covid. She
said the clinic was giving vaccinations
the next day, and added, “Our waiting
list is pretty small.” With vaccinations
now more readily available, Goodno
said most everyone who wants to be
vaccinated can. She’s excited that the
KDH staff is again starting to have faceto-face meetings since Covid restrictions
are lessening. However, she said the
staff still collaborates about Covid. The
CEO said for National Hospital Week
and National Nursing Home Week they
have some special plans for employee
appreciation.
Manor Administrator Anton said
they had another case of Covid which
slowed down their process of lifting
restrictions to keep residents and staff
safe. However by May 6 he said there
would be no more restrains. “I hope it
was just a bump in the road,” Anton
said.
In his IT report to the board, Anton
told them KDH has an aging firewall
in their computer system that he is
upgrading.
Goodno expressed excitement as
she told the board about an award
KDH won. It’s the 2021 Top 20 Best
Practices in Patient Satisfaction and
Quality designation from the National

See Hospital Page 38
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Carl’s Capitol Comments

Senate, House approve HB
1198: House redistricting plan
By Rep. Carl Newton
I wanted to talk about the state budget
this week, but negotiations are still
underway.
As
you
can
imagine, when you
have three bodies of
power – the House,
the Senate and the
executive – all led by
people with their own
vision and their own
sense of priorities,
negotiating something as significant
as the state budget takes more than a
minute.
My hopes are that we will get to
a point of unity soon; we have to. A
balanced budget is the one duty the
Legislature is constitutionally bound to
pass each year, and end of the legislative
session is looming near.
Instead of the budget, I’ll tackle
another big topic from this session. The
House and the Senate this week approved
House Bill 1198, which contains the
House redistricting plan.
Redistricting is something the
Legislature is required by law to complete
every 10 years following the U.S. Census.
As population shifts, we must redraw
legislative and congressional district
boundaries to ensure the same number
of people are represented in each. In the
state House, the ideal number is 38,939
for each of the 101 districts.
I was pleased to serve as the chair
for the Redistricting Subcommittee for
Northwest Oklahoma this year. We held
a public meeting in Woodward where
people were invited to attend and ask

questions or submit suggestions for the
redistricting of our area. We held similar
meetings across the state, including
several virtual meetings. We also asked
for public map submissions.
All of this work helped in redrawing
our district boundaries. I’m grateful
that we were able to keep all our rural
legislative seats. These rural legislative
seats are very crucial to insuring our rural
concerns have a voice at the Capitol.
For House District 58, we’re losing
some of the non-metro area west of
Woodward to House District 61, but
we’re keeping all of the city. We’re
extending into Garfield County as far
west as Hillsdale, and picking up Carrier,
Lahoma, and Drummond.
We had to expand east because the
Panhandle representative had to pick
up more people, and pushing into the
western portion of Woodward County is
really the only direction for him to go.
He is bordered by Texas, Colorado and
Kansas.
Major, Alfalfa and Woods counties
remain the same. Woodward County
will now have three representatives and
Garfield County will have four.
Because final Census data was delayed
by the federal government until Sept. 30
due to the pandemic, the Legislature will
have to hold a special session this fall to
complete congressional redistricting.
As always, please do not hesitate to
contact me if you have any questions.
Thank you for allowing me to serve you
at the State Capitol. You may reach me
by email at carl.newton@okhouse.gov,
or phone me at 405-557-7339. May God
bless you and the State of Oklahoma.
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Obituary
CYNTHIA (CYNDI) SHORTER
CUNNINGHAM BOUGH
Cynthia (Cyndi) Shorter Cunningham
Bough was born on October 8, 1946, in
Alva, Oklahoma, to
Daniel A. Shorter and
Margery Jean Peck
Shorter. She died on
April 10, 2021, in
Frisco, Texas.
She
attended
schools in Anthony,
Kansas; Stillwater,
Oklahoma; and Alva,
where she graduated from high school in
1964.
In 1964 she started college at
Northwestern State College in Alva, and
was chosen Freshmen Queen that year.
She graduated in 1967 with a bachelor’s
degree in education. For more than 40
years she put all her energy and her heart
into her teaching career. A large part
of her career was spent teaching gifted
and talented students. She challenged
her students to push their boundaries,
to reach for the stars, to stretch their
imagination. Cyndi spent many hours
during the summer discovering new and
exciting ways to challenge her students.
She taught in Cherokee, Oklahoma;
Garber, Oklahoma; Houston, Texas; and
several schools in the Dallas, Texas, area.
She leaves behind her husband of 37
years, Dan Bough of Frisco, Texas; sister,
Edana Caldwell of Bethany, Oklahoma;
sister, Sherry Fullbright of Edmond,
Oklahoma; brother, Terry Shorter of
Alva, and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends. She also leaves
behind 100’s of former students forever
changed by the classroom learning
experiences provided by Cyndi or “Ms.
Bough,” as her students called her.
Cyndi was an avid dog lover. She
owned and cared for several Pekingese
over the years, leaving behind 3 adult
Pekingese and 3 puppies!
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Senate Review

Tax collections up 38 percent over last year
By Senator Roland Pederson
We’re going to start with a little good
economic news this week – Oklahoma’s
April tax collections
rose 38 percent in
comparison to April
2020 – a clear sign
that our economy is
recovering from the
devastating impacts
of
the
Cobif-19
pandemic.
Collections were
led by an increase of about 120 percent
in oil and natural gas taxes, a welcome
sign to those in the industry. Oil and gas
were one of the hardest hit industries
during the pandemic, and I’m glad to see
they are rebounding nicely. No doubt gas
and diesel usage will be up even further
over the summer months as many places
are opening back up for tourists to enjoy
vacation. Sales taxes, individual income
taxes and marijuana taxes were also up
compared to this time last year.
I am pleased to report both Jami
Groendyke and Brady Bond were
confirmed by the full Senate to serve on
the Northern Oklahoma College Board
of Regents and the State Fire Marshall
Commission, respectively, this past week.
I have no doubt that both of these highlyqualified individuals will serve our state
well, and I was honored to carry their
nominations.
This past week, the Senate also
approved the new legislative boundaries

that were drawn throughout the past few
months during the redistricting process.
They now must be approved by the House,
and we’ll approve their lines, before the
bills can head to the governor’s desk for
his signature. Because final census data
has been delayed due to the COVID-19
pandemic, we will have to convene in a
special session later this fall to address
congressional redistricting, since those
lines have to be drawn with census data.
For our legislative districts, we used
American Community Survey data taken
by the census bureau because we are
constitutionally mandated to complete
legislative redistricting prior to the end
of session. We did include a provision in
the bill that will allow us to modify the
legislative districts in special session if the
census data shows discrepancies from the
ACS data. As a reminder, Senate District
19 will be changing slightly. It will now
extend 10 miles to the east of Highway 77.
You can view the proposed maps at www.
oksenate.gov/redistricting.
On Thursday, the Senate adopted a
resolution observing May 6 as the National
Day of Prayer in our state. My Christian
faith is very important to me, and I know
with the Lord and prayer, all things are
possible. This was a great reminder to take
a step back, assess what’s really important
in life and thank God for my blessings. I
hope you’ll join me in remembering the
power of prayer and give your troubles to
the Lord.
Finally, I’d like to wish Dr. Cheryl

Evans a very happy retirement as she
plans to retire from her post as Northern
Oklahoma College’s president on June 30.
Dr. Evans was the first female president
of the college, and has no doubt will
leave a legacy of greatness during her 10year tenure at the college. Thank you for
your dedication to higher education and
Oklahoma’s students.
I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve
as your voice at our state Capitol. Please
feel free to reach out if there is anything
we can help you with. You can contact me
at 405-521-5630 or via email at Roland.
Pederson@oksenate.gov.

Woodward man
dies in roll-over
motorcycle wreck
By Marione Martin
A Woodward man died in a
motorcycle crash Saturday in Cimarron
County.
The Oklahoma Highway Patrol
reports Joseph T. Castor, 71, of
Woodward, was operating a 2000
Harley Davidson motorcycle on US-64
approximately four-tenths of a mile east
of Boise City at 12:47 p.m. Saturday.
He was traveling eastbound on US-64
and started to negotiate a curve. He was
starting to straighten his path of travel
when he departed the roadway to the
right, rolling end over end five times and
coming to rest on the south side of the
highway in a field.
Castor was transported to Cimarron
County Memorial Hospital in Boise City
and was pronounced dead at the hospital
with head, trunk internal and trunk
external injuries.
Trooper Joa’n Alvarez investigated,
assisted by Cimarron County Sheriff’s
Office and Cimarron County EMS.

Don’t Lock
Me In
The
Car!
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South Barber duo Binning and
Erickson are state forensics champions
Binning also takes 2nd in State with her serious solo act
By Yvonne Miller
“It’s been a good 10 plus years since
we (South Barber) had a state forensics
champ,” teacher and forensic coach
Meagan Henry said.
South Barber senior Porsha Binning
and junior Ruston Erikson are the state
champions in Improvised Duet Acting
(IDA) Class 1A. Binning also won
another top honor – second in Serious
Solo Acting at 1A State Forensics.
Henry said in IDA contestants have
to draw for characters, locations and
situation. Then the duo has 30 minutes
to prepare a 4-7 minute skit that must
include all the elements they drew. Their
coach said the duo started out strong in
their first two preliminary rounds. Then
they weren’t as strong in round three or
the semi-finals. “They had a really great
finals performance that had the judges
laughing and clapping,” Henry said.
“Their performance looked like
something straight out of a sitcom on
TV. Porsha was a pessimist and Ruston
was a psychiatrist. They were visiting a
museum where he was trying to get her to
see the bright side of life. In the process,
he got stuck (their situation) in a piece
of art, and she ended up superglued to
it as well. The art changed her into an
optimist, and the situation pushed him to
become a pessimist, so the tables turned

in the end.”
The state competition was virtual so
they didn’t know the results until Henry
got home from the school and checked
the coaches’ website. “I nearly cried
when I saw that Porsha finished second
(after hovering between second and
third all day.) The tears kicked in when
I saw their final IDA placement.” She
said that Porsha and Ruston were able
to hear their names announced as state
champions.
Reflecting on their state championship
Ruston told the Newsgram, “I think that
Porsha and I were very open minded and
willing to do anything. On top of her
amazing public speaking abilities, she
had the patience to deal with me. I had
an amazing time and there is no one else
I would have liked to win state with.”
Porsha said, “It’s definitely a huge
accomplishment for us having only a

few months of practice together, whereas
most IDA teams have known each other
and competed together for years.”
This is Porsha’s first year at South
Barber and also to do forensics. “But
I’ve always loved to perform in all the
school plays,” she said. Her solo piece is
about a young woman (Amy) who finds
herself envious of a homecoming queen
rival (Becky) in high school. “Amy
dedicates her life to revenge,” Porsha
said. “However, after attending her
high school homecoming reunion, Amy
realizes Becky is now paralyzed and has
raised a daughter named Amy after her.
Becky doesn’t show any hatred for her
rival.”
Porsha said, “It’s an interesting
piece because in life I have in fact been
both characters. I was able to recall the
paralysis I experienced in December (in
2020) and play it realistically.”
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Alfalfa County commissioners sign
contract on bridge construction
By Stacy Sanborn
It was a cool, rainy morning Monday
when the commissioners of Alfalfa
County met. Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague
and Mike Roach had a considerable
amount of paperwork to sign. The three
men spent a large portion of time signing
off on maintenance and operation payment
warrants, blanket purchase orders, and
monthly officer reports.
The Court Clerk Records Management
and Preservation Monthly Report received
approval as well. They then awarded a
$7,900 bid to Archers Electrical Services
for a new addition in District 1.
Declarations of surplus on a District

2 2018 Mower/Rotary Cutter Land
Pride (Invoice no. D2 441-222, Serial
no. 1365010) and a 2018 Mower/Rotary
Cutter Land Pride (Invoice no. D2 441223, Serial no. 1365011) were approved,
followed by the approval of a private
property access easement. The easement
is for the NE 1/4 of 4-23-11 in District 3 to
remove rock from an oil location.
The commissioners signed a
correction on a $24.96 transfer from the
County General Insurance/Worker’s
Comp account 0001-1-2000-1222 to EM
Personal Services account 0001-2-27001110 for dependent insurance.
The officials next read over a paper the

Aline Responder Unit needed to be signed.
The “letter of support” form explained
that the responders were permitted to go
out on calls, including those for mutual
aid.
Nearing the agenda’s end, the
commissioners signed the contract with
Dietz Welding & Bridge Construction
LLC to construct a new bridge (bid 2105). They awarded that bid a couple of
weeks ago, and it was time for the contract
to be signed.
Lastly, the men reviewed and modified
the list of six-month bid vendors. They
made some changes because of the lack
of response from many on that list.

OG&E representative visits
Woods County commissioners
By Marione Martin
OG&E
representative
Alex
Mantz visited the Woods County
commissioners
meeting
Monday
morning. She wanted to let them know
as of the first of the year she was
transferred to the Woodward area which
means she’s covering Woods County.
Mantz, who lives in Alva, provided
contact information in case they have
questions about OG&E service.
The commissioners approved and
signed an application for John Smiley’s
District 3 for May 2019 ODOT Flood
Disasters. Smiley had submitted an
application earlier but was told it didn’t
qualify for major flood plain status.
Instead he’s now applying for a lesser
amount.

The establishment of a new fund
named American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) of 2021 was approved The
commissioners haven’t heard from the
treasurer if they’ve received money
from ARPA yet, but it will go into this
account. The money will remain in
the fund until rules for spending are
clarified.
In a related action the commissioners
approved the Treasurer’s Blanket
Investment Resolution to approve
investing the ARPA funds with any
interest earned to be returned to the
ARPA account.
Under new business, Smiley said the
Dollar Store in Waynoka looks about
ready to open. However, shelves still
need to be stocked and they are currently

hiring employees.
The commissioners approved the
following monthly appropriations:
Court
Clerk
Office
balance
$101,513.28
Court Clerk RM&P balance
$5,513.27
Treasurer’s
Office
balance
$12,044.36
The commissioners also approved
blanket purchase orders, warrants and
claims.
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Cleo Springs Brent Kisling returning to
man dies in Burlington as graduation
motorcycle speaker Friday night
crash
By Marione Martin
A Cleo Springs man died in a
motorcycle wreck Friday, May 7, in
Major County.
According to the Oklahoma Highway
Patrol report, Kelly G. Nightengale, 64,
of Cleo Springs, was operating a 2006
Kawasaki motorcycle southbound on
State Highway 8, traveling at a high rate
of speed. He failed to negotiate a curve,
departed the roadway to the left, struck
a dirt pile and went airborne before
coming to rest. He was pronounced dead
at the scene by medical personnel.
The wreck occurred at approximately
midnight on OK-8, 1.25 miles north of
Cleo Springs.
Trooper
Randy
McCullough
investigated, assisted by Major
County Sheriff’s Office, Cleo Springs
Fire Department and Major County
Emergency Manager.

By Yvonne Miller
Burlington native Brent Kisling is
now Oklahoma’s executive director of
commerce. He was appointed by Gov.
Kevin Stitt when he took office two
years ago.
Kisling grew up on a farm west of
Burlington and is the son of Keith and
Marlene Kisling who still reside on that
farm. He graduated with the BHS Class
of 1990. He returns Friday night as the
commencement speaker at Burlington’s
graduation that starts at 7 p.m.
Kisling has an extensive background
in economic development. He was
executive director of the Enid Regional
Development Alliance for nearly 10
years before he took this leadership role
with the governor.
He and his wife Jennifer continue
to reside in Enid and part-time in
Oklahoma City. Their grown children
are: Layne, an OSU grad who is a bio
engineer; and Bree who is a sophomore
at OSU.
When asked about returning as
graduation speaker, Kisling told the
Newsgram, “I’m very honored they
asked me. It will be great. This is
another chance to walk the hallways of
BHS and remember favorite teachers

and friends.”
“I absolutely love working with
Department of Commerce. I get to travel
the state and tell stories of Burlington.
I love working with Governor Stitt. We
have such strong leadership now. He is
transformational for Oklahoma.”

A Burlington High School’s Class of
1990 graduate, Brent Kisling returns
as graduation speaker Friday night at
7 p.m.
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Property Owner
Plat Maps
Available
Maps for Woods,
Alfalfa, Major
County, OK
& Barber County, KS
$30 plus tax
We have wall maps
for Woods County in
addition to foldout maps
and spiral bound books
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Younger adolescents get ready
to receive COVID-19 vaccine

Aline-Cleo junior Josh Rauch, has
been awarded his Oklahoma Department of Welding 3G Certification
from Northwest Technology Center.
His welding instructor is JP Parker.

By Heather Hollingsworth,
Kathleen Foody And Sophia
Tareen
MISSION, Kan. (AP) — Parents,
schools and vaccine clinics rushed to
begin inoculating younger adolescents
Tuesday after U.S. regulators endorsed
Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine for children as young as 12, a decision seen as
a breakthrough in allowing classroom
instruction to resume safely around the
country.
A handful of cities started offering
shots to children ages 12 to 15 less than
a day after the Food and Drug Administration gave the vaccine emergency
use authorization for that age group.
Most communities were waiting for a
federal advisory committee that meets
Wednesday to sign off on the move,
while anxious families called clinics
and pharmacies to ask about the soonest
appointments.
In Atlanta, 12-year-old Jane Ellen
Norman got her first dose of the Pfizer vaccine at Mercedes-Benz Stadium
on Tuesday morning. The girl said she
looked forward to having "a little bit
more freedom."
Her mother, English Norman, said
she also booked an appointment for
her 14-year-old son immediately after
learning that the FDA on Monday had
declared the vaccine safe for the nearly 17 million 12- to 15-year-olds in the
U.S. Now, the entire family – including Norman's husband, a physician, and
their 17-year-old son – has begun the
vaccination process.
"We're five for five," the 52-year-old
artist said.
Most COVID-19 vaccines worldwide have been authorized for adults.
Pfizer's vaccine is being used in multi-

ple countries for teens as young as 16,
and Canada recently became the first to
expand use to children 12 and up. Parents, school administrators and public
health officials elsewhere have eagerly awaited approval for the shot to be
made available to more young people.
The official sign-off on the vaccine's use in the 12-15 age group will
not occur until at least Wednesday,
when the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention committee meets. Local
governments that began offering shots
right away viewed the FDA decision on
Monday as enough of a green light to
start the process.
"Under all relevant legal authority,
once the FDA gives approval, a prescriber is permitted to prescribe the
vaccine," Kelly Cofrancisco, a spokesperson for Pennsylvania's Montgomery
County, said as shots for residents 12
and up started Tuesday.
In the Kansas City area, Children's
Mercy Hospital has run vaccine clinics
for 16- to 21-year-olds since last month
and plans to expand them to cover
the younger ages soon. Dr. Ryan McDonough, a pediatrician who oversees
the COVID-19 vaccine clinics, said he
has been deluged with calls from patients and texts from friends and relatives wanting to sign up their kids.
"It is about getting back to normal,"
McDonough said. "It is about getting
their kid in school five days a week. It is
about going to see grandma and grandpa. It is about getting back to sports. It
is all about normalcy, and people just
want to get back to pre-pandemic life."
The Iowa-based grocery store chain
Hy-Vee, which has 278 stores in eight
Midwestern states, was looking to begin offering the vaccine to younger adolescents as soon as Thursday. Interest
has been strong among parents, who
deluged stores with calls and emails after the FDA signed off on the vaccine,
Hy-Vee spokesperson Christina Gayman said.
"Some people tried to go ahead and
go online and make an appointment,"
she said. "But we at this time have let
those individuals know, 'Hey, we cannot vaccinate that age group just yet.'"

See Vaccine Page 34
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Aline-Cleo High School inducted eight new members into the National Honor Society. Selection of membership is based on
outstanding scholarship, character, leadership and service. Honorees are (from left) Kayleigh Rauch, Leah Ramey, Alexus
Naugle, Hayleigh Noble, Sam Moran, Karlie Thomas, Hanna Noble, Elizabeth Wallace.

Aline-Cleo High School students take
part in Computer Science class
Four Aline-Cleo High School
students, Kayleigh Rauch, senior; Leah
Ramey, senior; Elizabeth Wallace,
junior; and Samuel Moran, sophomore,
took part in a computer science course
taught by math teacher Shawna Clepper.
The class involved web art, java
script coding, creating their own video
games, apps and interactive art. One
of the games produced by Elizabeth
Wallace and Samuel Moran won first
place in the TSA State Game Design
and they will be competing in the
nationals.
The class recently produced a virtual
reality, interactive tour of Aline-Cleo
High School.
Together, the group created a
class sweatshirt that included all of
the characters they created in their
apps and games. The characters on
the sweatshirt include: Fuzzy Wuzzy,
a radioactive teddy bear; Baguette,
the fish with legs; Baguette’s Grave;
Rudy Rubix; Professor Huzlenut, the
defender against the Pistasium; the
Personality Bug who won’t leave you
until you watch 24 hours of anime;
Bovine Geometry; She-rice, Adorice,
Gracerice and Catric.
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Vaccine

Chicago, meanwhile, said it was
ready to begin vaccinating people between 12 and 15 but would wait until
Thursday to start administering shots.
The city's public health commissioner, Dr. Allison Arwady, noted that the
communities with the lowest vaccination rates continue to have the highest
numbers of confirmed COVID-19 cases
and rates of hospitalization and death
— even in teens and young adults.
"Help us increase vaccine uptake
and get past COVID by bringing your
whole family to get vaccinated together," Arwady urged in a news release.
Fifteen-year-old Elizabeth Goluszka was ready. For more than a year, she
and her friends have celebrated birthdays and holidays at a distance. The
teenagers left gifts outside each other's
homes as a replacement for the parties
they planned and then canceled as the
pandemic wore on. Elizabeth said she
also missed dance competitions and
chatting with friends over lunch at Batavia High School in Chicago's western
suburbs.
"I'm just so looking forward to getting back to a sort of normal high school
experience, like having the homecom-

ing dance and being able to have lunch
with friends," she said.
Dr. Monica Verduzco-Gutierrez said
her son, Nicolas, had hoped to be part
of the clinical trials for the Pfizer but
they were no longer signing up participants by the boy's 12th birthday. The
family relocated this summer to San
Antonio when Verduzco-Gutierrez accepted a new job and it's been difficult
for Nicolas to make friends or explore
much.
Attending classes in person helped,
but there's not much time to socialize
at school. Masks and social distancing
don't make it any easier either, he said,
and he's looking forward to getting vaccinated.
"It will be really nice to be able to
say, 'Hey, want to go get ice cream or
something?'" Nicolas said.
The regulators' decision was good
news to education officials in Massachusetts, where all high schools must
resume in-person classes five days a
week by Monday. Two-thirds already
are doing so.
"I think it is a great opportunity,
obviously, to create even more safety in our schools for our students and

our staff and getting closer to herd immunity," said Russell Johnston, senior
associate commissioner at the state's
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. "I think it is really
important."
But not everyone is eager. Polling by the Kaiser Family Foundation
found that just 3 in 10 parents of children ages 12 to 15 say they would get
their child vaccinated as soon as possible. One-quarter said they would wait a
while to see how the vaccine is working.
Indianapolis parent Inna Ekhaus
said it was a "no-brainer" for her and
her husband to get vaccinated to curb
the spread of COVID-19 and to protect
themselves. But after doing a risk-benefit analysis, she does not plan to take
the couple's two sons, ages 13 and 10,
to get inoculated.
Ekhaus said her boys, who are otherwise healthy, got COVID-19 in October and reported only minor symptoms.
"For the kids, I don't think the due
diligence has been done to show the
long-term effects, and children's bodies
are still developing," said the 38-yearold tech worker.
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State FFA Degree Recipients. The
Class of 2021 was then recognized
and given a small gift from the Ag
Boosters and the FFA.
The senior officers then presented
Mrs. Snider as well as Mrs. Neufeld

(OSU spring student teacher)
with a plaque and gift. The 20212022 officer team members were
announced and closing ceremonies

FFA

performed an original song for the
audience. She was part of the State
FFA Convention talent finals held
last week at the Chesapeake Arena.
Mrs. Snider than gave out special
awards to various members, including

See FFA Page 41

Cherokee FFA Discovery members—(from left) Chase Phillips, Hunter Wimpee, Landon Colvin, Mae Nevels, Alberto
Alvarez, Juan Castro, Declyn Lucas, Domynik Link-Stoddard, Hannah Caywood.

Cherokee FFA Greenhand members—(from left) Xander Jackson, Jayten Davis, Quentin Gibson, Jake Whitesides, Kai
McHenry, Madeline Smallwood, Grace Smallwood, Kesya Solis.

Cherokee FFA Honorary members—(from left) Christy Snider, Kacie Eshleman, Riley Hensley, Brant Failes, Mr. Josh
Bellamy, Gaby Solis, Ruston James, Drake Williams.
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Hospital

Rural Health Association. This means
KDH was ranked in the Top 20 for
patient satisfaction and quality among
all critical access hospitals in the U.S. A
separate article ran in the Newsgram last
week about this award.
Daycare on Hospital Property
Because there is such a great need for
daycare in the Kiowa area, the hospital
board is taking action to offer one at the
hospital. They passed a resolution to
have a 3100 square foot building (47 X
76) constructed. They’ve had one quote
for around $105,000. They’ve reached
out to contractors but don’t have one yet.
A home-based daycare can only
keep 12 children. Goodno said the
waiting list is 25, mainly for KDH
employee’s children. A daycare center
can accommodate 30-35. The KDHE
and Fire Marshall have to approve the
building.
A Childcare Center Director must be
hired. That person would need a degree
and to be approved by KDHE.
“Our community needs all three
daycares,” Goodno said of the one at
the Methodist Church; the one going
in the new multi-purpose room at the
elementary school; and the one proposed
at the hospital. They’ll keep pursuing
information on the proposed daycare,
she said.
Other KDH Business
A storage building is needed to
hold capital equipment (many items
purchased with Covid money). The

board approved purchasing a storage
building up to $10,000 with Covid
money.
Hutton, who did the new addition,
began a project on inpatient rooms
March 24. The clinic work is finished.
Regarding K-PAC (Kansas Political
Action Committee), the Kansas Hospital
Association is seeking donations for
its Political Action Committee. Board
members and senior management are
asked to consider making a contribution.
The KHA-PAC works as an advocate
for Kansas hospitals.
The Medical Staff minutes were
approved as were the QAPI minutes for
the hospital and manor and the IT Risk
Report.
The board approved the following
Medical Staff Appointments: Linda
Sheldon, CRNFA; Rebecca Kramer,
CRNA; Carrie Bloedel-Helmer, CRNA;
and Melissa Stroh, PA-C.
Upcoming KDH Events
The KDH Annual Board Meeting
is Tuesday, May 26, 6 p.m., at Kiowa’s
Community Building. The regular May
board meeting follows.
Save the date of Saturday, August
14 for the Foundation’s Annual Jeans
and Gems Fundraiser. It will be at
Kiowa’s Community Building with
doors opening at 5:30 p.m. The evening
features a silent and live auction and
an always delicious meal. The main
entertainment attraction this year will
be Dueling Pianos.
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Barber
being so open, positive and accepting of
KDH’s vaccination rollout. Goodno said
they will soon have an ample supply of
all three vaccines, Moderna, Pfizer and
Johnson and Johnson so the public can
select which type of vaccine they want.
More South Barber School Business
Dr. Miller said he’s awaiting two
rounds of “big funding” coming around
this summer. It’s for Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief
Money. He said it’s stimulus money from
the feds for Covid.
The board approved payment
of monthly expenditures totaling
$302,072.39.
One 10 minute executive session
was held for legal. Another was held to
discuss non-elected. The board took no
action regarding either upon return to
open session.
Regarding the South Barber Daycare
going into the new multi-purpose room,
Dr. Miller said they’ve received the letter
of approval from the fire marshal. Now
they await the surveyor from KDHE to
tour and give their stamp of approval.
Shaffer’s report listed handbook
changes: added service learning as a
graduate requirement beginning with
Class of 2022; shorts are “mid-thigh”
instead of “fingertip” length; CAPS will
be pass/fail for eligibility purposes ... two
days of reading.
Principal Shaffer Tells of Student
Accomplishments
“Our little town gave over $32,000
in local scholarships for our seniors,”
Principal Shaffer said appreciatively.
He commended senior sponsors Jill
Daughhetee and Steve Roberts for a
successful graduation.
At graduation Saturday, senior Porsha
Binning played a unique and beautiful
piano solo she entitled “Hey Graduate.”
Principal Shaffer told at the board meeting
that Porsha wrote the song herself,
combining portions of favorite songs,
including Pomp and Circumstance, into
one.
Shaffer congratulated Forensics State
Champions Porsha Binning and Ruston
Erickson in IDA. Porsha also was State
Runner-up with her Serious Solo Act. See
a separate story about these champs in the
Newsgram this week.
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Alfalfa County court filings
According to the affidavits and
petitions on file, the following
individuals have been charged. An
individual is innocent of any charges
listed below until proven guilty in a
court of law. All information is a matter
of public record and may be obtained
by anyone during regular hours at the
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The Alva
Review-Courier will not intentionally
alter or delete any of this information.
If it appears in the courthouse public
records, it will appear in this newspaper
Misdemeanor Filings
Trenton Ray Soules, Yukon, 29,
has been charged with possession
of controlled dangerous substance
and unlawful possession of drug
paraphernalia ($553).
Protective Order Filings
Sheryl Gahr, Carmen vs. Leonard
Edward Gahr, Carmen: protective

order ($223).
Small Claims Filings
Andrew Jonathan Randol Boykin,
Cherokee, vs. Crown Construction and
Project Management ($269.14).
Traffic Filings
Jordan Bradley Franz, Alva, has
been cited for left of center in no
passing zone ($249).
Jessica F. Hemken, Turon, Kansas,
has been cited for reckless driving
($531.50).
Kayla Kathleen Klick, Enid,
has been cited for operating vehicle
without a valid driver’s license ($304).
Dewald Clifford Ludeke, Stafford,
Kansas, has been cited for operating
vehicle without a valid driver’s license
($304).
Allison Michelle Bigbey, Enid, has
been cited for speeding 16-20 mph
over the speed limit ($279).

Ricky Edwin Carpenter, Waynoka,
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph
over the speed limit ($100).
William
Howard
Strickland,
Broken Arrow, has been cited for
speeding 1-10 mph over the speed
limit ($100).
Meagan Rachelle Sexton, Oxford,
Kansas, has been cited for speeding
16-20 mph over the speed limit ($279).
Maylayna Renee Woods, Hardtner,
Kansas, has been cited for speeding
16-20 mph over the speed limit ($279).
Hannah Kaylee Kornele, Alva, has
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over
the speed limit ($100).
Dewald Clifford Ludeke, Stafford,
Kansas, has been cited for speeding
1-10 mph over the speed limit ($100).
Zachary David Walker, Paola,
Kansas, has been cited for not wearing
a seatbelt ($20).

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs
Tuesday, May 4, 2021
1:19 a.m. – Garfield County called
for a welfare check in the 200 block of
Broadway.
5:40 a.m. – Medic needed in the 700
block of Pennsylvania for a female who
fell.
8:11 a.m. – Report of a dog complaint
in the 700 block of Massachusetts.
8:52 a.m. – Report of a female who
fell in the 700 block of Pennsylvania.
12:22 p.m. – Report that his wife fell
and possibly broke her leg. Medic took
the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
4 p.m. – Report of a vehicle theft
in the 100 block of Colorado and they
reported their car had been moved.

10:43 p.m. – Caller advised that a
person had stolen $60 dollars from her
and accused her of talking bad about
him, while wearing a gun on his hip.
When the officer spoke to the caller,
they advised to continue any further
with the situation.
Wednesday, May 5, 2021
4:22 p.m. – Medic needed for a
female with pancreatic pain. Medic
with a patient en route to Share Medical
Center in Alva.
8:48 p.m. – Multiple people advised
of two loose dogs running around Ira
Hill Park.
Thursday, May 6, 2021
7:43 a.m. – Report of an injured dog

in her yard.
10:54 a.m. – Report of a welfare
check needed in the 800 block of
Oklahoma.
6:24 p.m. – Caller advised his
neighbor is screaming and demanding
him to get off her property while he
was trying to cut his grass. Advised
he has had prior problems with her
before. Officer spoke with the neighbor
and she advised he was throwing grass
trimmings on her property.
7:31 p.m. – Caller advised of a silage
crew speeding down Harper Road and
wants something done about it.
8:55 p.m. – Medic needed for a male
with dental issues. No transport needed.
Friday, May 7, 2021
12:19 a.m. – Caller advised his cattle
truck had caught fire on Oklahoma
Highway 8 by the Carmen turn off.
6:54 a.m. – Medic needed at James
Crabtree Correctional Center for a male
having chest problems.
1:06 p.m. – Report of a person
dumping trash on County Road (CR)
580 and Osage Road.
9:24 p.m. – Caller advised someone

See Sheriff Page 45
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Alleged
serial killer
faces death
penalty trial
in Oklahoma
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Jury
selection continued Tuesday in the death
penalty trial of an alleged serial killer
accused of kidnapping and killing an
Oklahoma woman more than 20 years
ago.
William Lewis Reece, 61, faces
charges of first-degree murder and kidnapping in the 1997 killing of 19-yearold Tiffany Johnston, who was abducted
from a car wash in Bethany, Oklahoma.
Her body was found the next day in Canadian County.
The Oklahoman newspaper reported
that District Judge Susan Stallings had
potential jurors questioned one at a time,
and away from others, about their opinions on the death penalty. Jury selection
began Monday.
A Texas Ranger testified during a
preliminary hearing in 2017 that Reece
acknowledged killing "the Oklahoma
girl" during an interview in March 2016.
He's also suspected of killing a woman
and two girls in Texas in 1997.
Johnston, 20-year-old Kelli Cox,
17-year-old Jessica Cain and 12-yearold Laura Smither all disappeared over
a four-month period in 1997, after Reece
had been released from an Oklahoma
prison for previous rape and kidnapping
convictions.
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FFA

were performed.
Star Discovery Award – Juan
Castro
Star Greenhand Award –
Madeline Smallwood
Star Chapter in Ag Placement –
Ruston James
Star Chapter Farmer – Drake
Williams
Honorary FFA Degree – Josh
Bellamy
Creed Speaking Award – Kesya
Solis
Pot of Gold Overall Winning
Group – Drake Williams, leader;
group members: Landon Colvin,
Alaina Frazier, Treavor Green, Nic
Lambert, Taylor Reese, Madeline
Smallwood,
Waylon
Utterback,
Jasmine Watters, Jake Whitesides.
Blue and Gold Award – Kacie
Eshleman
2021-2022 Chapter Officer Team
– Brant Failes (president), Abby
Guggy (vice president), Madysen
Ryel (secretary), Kynlee Kolb
(reporter), Kaleb Nevels (treasurer),
Waylon Utterback (sentinel).
Proficiency Award Winners
Agricultural Services – Placement:
Lexi Williams
Fruit Production – Placement:
Jadin Hall
Vegetable
Production
–
Entrepreneurship: Jadin Hall
Beef Production – Placement:
Ruston James
Ag
Mechanics
Repair
&

Maintenance – Placement: Ruston
James
Diversified
Horticulture
–
Placement: Kacie Eshleman
Agricultural
Education
–
Placement: Kacie Eshleman
Grain Production – Placement:
Alberto Alvarez
Landscape
Management
–
Placement: Juan Castro
Grain
Production
–
Entrepreneurship: Brant Failes
Wildlife
Production
&
Management – Entrepreneurship:
Brant Failes
Poultry
Production
–
Entrepreneurship: Abby Guffy
Swine Production – Placement:
Kynlee Kolb
Ag
Mechanics
Design
&
Fabrication – Placement: Nic Lambert
Beef
Production
–
Entrepreneurship: Colby Roach
Nursery
Operations
–
Entrepreneurship: Madysen Ryel
Swine
Production
–
Entrepreneurship:
Madeline
Smallwood
Agricultural
Services
–
Entrepreneurship: Drake Williams
Diversified
Agricultural
Production – Placement: Aiden
Sanborn
Diversified Livestock Production
– Entrepreneurship: Gaby Solis
Diversified
Horticulture
Production – Entrepreneurship: Gaby
Solis

May 12, 2021

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 42

Barber County real estate transactions
Real Estate Transfers
Book 146 page 110: Harold Dean
Willmon, a married man dealing in
his own property, and his spouse
never having been a resident of the
State of Kansas, convey unto Judith
Ann Willmon and Terry Lee Colborn.
Beginning at the northeast corner of
block 41 in Lake’s Third Addition to
Lake City, now vacated, thence west
150 feet, thence south to the center
line of the former Atchison, Topeka
and Santa Fe Railroad right of way,
now vacated, thence east along the
center line of said railroad right
of way to Seminary Street, thence
north to the place of beginning. Joint
tenancy quit claim deed.
Book 146 page 112: Heath M.
Landwehr and Alyssa M. Landwehr,
husband and wife, convey unto
Heath M. Landwehr and Alyssa M.
Landwehr, husband and wife. A tract
of land in the southwest quarter of
section 10, township 32 south, range
10 west of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 146 page 114: Orpha I.
Miller and William M. Miller, Lavetta
I. Keller and Kendalynn K. Dowen,
convey unto Heath M. Landwehr and
Alyssa M. Landwehr. The southwest
quarter of the northeast quarter and the
west half of the southeast quarter and
the southeast quarter of the southeast
quarter and the northeast quarter of
the southeast quarter of section 11,
township 30 south, range 13 west of
the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas.

Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 146 page 116: Steven Busby,
a married person, and Brian Wills, a
married person, unto Big Foot, LLC.
The west half of the southwest quarter
of section 12, township 32 south,
range 12 west of the 6th PM, Barber
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 146 page 118: Linda M.
Lastly and Mike Kastle conveys unto
Southern Pioneer Electric Company.
That part of the northwest quarter of
section 25, township 31 south, range
12 west of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 146 page 120: Fred Robert
Phye and Anita Phye convey unto
Southern Pioneer Electric Company.
That part of the northwest quarter of
section 25, township 31 south, range
12 West of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 146 page 127: Kent J. Kisling
and Darcy L. Kisling, husband and
wife, convey unto Kelly D. Stewart
and Jennifer I. Stewart. East half of
section 20, township 34 south, range
10 West of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Quit claim deed.
Book 146 page 131: Wilbur and
Janet Miller Trust conveys unto Big
Foot LLC. All block 1, in Swayden’s
Addition to the City of Medicine
Lodge, Kansas.
Book 146 page 133: Blake A.
Randels conveys unto Mike Zattoni.
The east 80 feet of lot 8 and all of lot
9, in Block 5, in Cook, Standiford
Company’s Revised Addition to the

City of Medicine Lodge, Barber
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 146 page 134: Jeremy Locke
and Emily Locke convey unto Herb M.
Landwehr and Myriam O. Landwehr.
The southwest quarter of section 10,
township 32 south, range 10 west of
the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas.
Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 146 page 136: Steven M.
Eek and Michelle L. Eek convey
unto Aaron A. Schreiner and Lois L.
Schreiner. The southeast quarter of
section 14, township 32 south, range
10 west of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 146 page 139: Charles R. Is
Lee and Sherry Inslee convey unto
Charles R. Inslee and Sherry Inslee.
Lot 48 in Gobeille and Noble’s
Addition to the City of Medicine
Lodge. Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 146 page 140: Sherry Inslee
and Charles R. Inslee convey unto
Micah A. Inslee, Sherry Inslee and
Charles R. Inslee. Lot 9 in block
9 in Highland Addition to the City
of Medicine Lodge. Joint tenancy
warranty deed.
Book 146 page 141: Edwards
Services LLC conveys unto Medicine
Lodge Properties, comprised of
Robert D. Householder and Deana L.
Horn, Partners. All of lot 12, except
the north 3 feet thereof, on north Main
Street, in the Original Townsite of the
City of Medicine Lodge. Warranty
deed.
Book 146 page 142: Randy Lander
conveys unto Joel N. Swindler and
Amanda J. Swindler. Commencing at
a point 120 feet east of the Southwest
corner of Hartzell’s Addition to the
City of Medicine Lodge, Barber
County, Kansas. Joint tenancy
warranty deed.
Book 146 page 143: Michael W.
Rogers and Cynthia D. Roger convey
unto Jonathan Adsit and Daniel
Irene Adsit. All of lots 33 and 34 in
McClearey’s Third Addition to the
City of Medicine Lodge, Barber
County, Kansas. Joint tenancy
warranty deed.
Book 146 page 145: Bill Musgrove
and Helen L. Abt, his wife, convey

See Estate Page 46
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Animals and Pets

Honey B’s

Buying and Selling

Mowing, gardening, exterior
painting, honeydos & odd
Horses, mules, ponies & jobs. Gardening & carpentry
donkeys. 580-748-0811
experience. Call Bridgette
580-231-3640
Automotive
For Sale

Ms. Dian’s Gymnastics

‘37 Plymouth. Suicide doors. Enroll now for a summer
Showroom quality. 85K camp. Camps offered June
miles. $9000. 580-747-4531 and July. Call for dates and
pricing. Ms. Dian’s 580-829Business Services
2674. Ages 3-12
Custom Wheat Harvest
Employment

Local crew owned & operated
CDL Class A Trk Driver
by James and Edith Wiebener.
farm/cattle
Reasonable price. Hire local, Some
save local, keep your money background, must pass drug
test, have insurable drivers
local. 580-829-2132
license, M-F OTR/home
Hercules Tires
wknds. Starting 25% of
Get up to $70 prepaid Visa gross pay increase w/time.
Card on select Hercules Amorita, OK. 580-748-2147
passenger and SUV tires. Free or 580-596-6037
road hazard protection that
Help Wanted
offers free replacement for
any Hercules brand passenger Part-Time station help for
and light truck tire for two mornings and afternoons.
years or the first 50% of tread More hours over the summer.
application
at
life. Call us today to improve Pick-Up
your ride. Garnett’s Conoco. Garnett Oil Co./Conoco.
580-327-2691
580-327-2691
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Help Wanted

Yard Sale

Harvest & Farm. Must be 120 Center, Alva. Sat 8am-2pm
dependable & have Driver’s
Lawn Services
License. 580-327-7165 or 580430-1960
Let It Grow Lawn Care
Farm & Ranch
Supreme Hay LLC
is looking for acres to bale.
We custom swath and bale
Alfalfa, Grass, Feed, etc. We
also buy and sell hay. Give us
a call for all your haying needs.
Cornelius Unger 580-829-2134.
Burlington, OK
For Sale
2 6x18 & 1 5x18 3600 Mold
Board Plows. Good condition.
580-829-2778
Wheat Straw
Paying top dollar for Wheat
Straw/Stubble to bale behind
combine or swath and bale. Call
Cornelius Unger 580-829-2134.
Located in Burlington, OK
For Sale

Mowing season is here!
Mowing
services
which
includes edging & weed
eating, flowerbed cleanup, leaf
removal, bush pruning, tree &
trim control. Please call for free
estimate. 15+ years experience
with references. 580-430-9992
Yards to Mow
Big lots & cemetery. 580-4309316
Miscellaneous
For Sale
200 Red Bricks. .20 cents/each.
25 Cinder Blocks. $1/each. 5
Caged Water Tanks $60/each.
15 Pet Taxi Cages $5/each.
580-327-3744
Looking For

Wheat Hay, Millet Hay & Feed
New Holland 1034 Bale Wagon, Hay. 580-732-0347
$1500. tom.boren@live.com or
Real Estate
580-748-1805
4-Sale
Garage Sale
bdrm. 2 story. 1bth. Att. garage.
Storage Sale
$14,000. For app. 580-747Town & Country Mini Storage, 4531
1725 E Okla Blvd, Alva, Sat,
For Rent
May 15, 10:30am-12:30pm. We
will allow time to look in unit 2bdrm Mobile Home. 580without entering or touching & 430-1003
then offer a sealed bid. Bids will
For Rent
be open privately after 12:30pm
& you will be notified
House for rent 580-327-7580
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Barber County
court filings
Limited Filings
Midland
Credit
Management Inc. vs. Rudy
Perez: debt collection.
Small Claims Filings
SC Telcom vs. Sooner
Directional.
Traffic Filings
Francesca
Delaney

From Page 40

Deberg has been cited for
maximum
speed
limits
($183).
Alexandra
Savannah
Goolsby has been cited for
maximum speed limit ($333).
James Cooper Greiner
has been cited for maximum
speed limit ($183).

Sheriff

had hit a gas meter in the 1100
block of Kansas and they could
smell a strong odor of gas in
their house.
Saturday, May 8, 2021
10:20 a.m. – Caller advised
she had fallen and couldn’t get
up. No transport needed.
1:27 p.m. – Caller advised
he had an argument with his
wife and she kicked him out of
the truck and was wondering if
someone could pick him up.
1:38 p.m. – Report of a
vehicle vs. deer accident on
OK-11 and CR 630.
2:33 p.m. – Caller advised
of an argument with her
boyfriend and he has her
property and he won’t give it
back.
3:30 p.m. – Report of
people
running
between
houses at Nescatunga.
6:44 p.m. – Medic needed
for a male who had fallen. No
transport needed.
9:07 p.m. – Report of a
teenager who had fallen at
Sonic and hit her head. No
transport needed.

10:07 p.m. – Caller advised
he heard a gunshot.
Sunday, May 9, 2021
10:40 a.m. – Report of a
possible contraband drop in
Helena.
2:31 p.m. – Report of
harassment and stalking by
their landlord.
4:50 p.m. – Caller advised
of a semi that stalled out by the
four-way.
6:21 p.m. – Woods County
advised of a dog in the middle
of the highway in Ingersoll.
Monday, May 10, 2021
8:18 a.m. – Caller advised
he can’t get into his house
because he is threatened with
bodily harm by two people,
if he goes inside. The other
party stated it was the male is
her ex-husband and is outside
screaming and pounding on
the door and cussing at the
children.
8:30 a.m. – Medic needed
for a male that is weak and
can’t get out of bed. Medic
took the patient to Bass
Hospital in Enid.
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing in
person dining, carry out meals and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until noon the
day before to order. Meals will be ready
for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person meals
are at noon.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet at
Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum
in Alva is open every day except Monday.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s
meeting is held every Wednesday.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing in
person dining, carry out meals and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until noon the
day before to order. Meals will be ready
for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person meals
are at noon.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum
in Alva is open every day except Monday.
3-6 p.m. Food distribution every
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank,
818 Lane St.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr
House), Alva on Mondays and Thursdays.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum
in Alva is open every day except Monday.
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Estate

unto Carla J. Shearer. Lots 12 in
Nuckoll’s Subdivision of Hartzell’s
Addition to City of Medicine Lodge,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty
deed.
Mortgages
Book 241 page 446: James D.
Colborn and Catherine R. Colborn,
to American AgCredit. The west half
of the southeast quarter and the east
half of the southwest quarter and the
southeast quarter of the northwest
quarter and the southeast quarter of
the northeast quarter of section 35,
township 31 south, range 11, west of
the 6th PM, and the northwest quarter
of section 2, township 32 south, range
11 west of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $345,000.00.
Book 241 page 460: Herb M.
Landwehr and Myriam O. Landwehr,
to Farm Credit of Western Oklahoma.
The southwest quarter of section 10,
township 32 south, range 10 west of
the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas.
Note: $292,500.00.
Book 241 page 474: Aaron A.
Schreiner and Lois L. Schreiner, to
Farm Service Agency. The southeast
quarter of section 14, township
32 south, range 10 west of the 6th
PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$59,500.00.
Book 241 page 481: Chaine Legend
Fishgrab and Margaret C. Fishgrab, to
Citizens Bank of Kansas. Lots 4 and
8 and the southwest quarter of the
northwest quarter of section 2 and

lots 1 and 5 and the southeast quarter
of the west of the 6th PM, Barber
County, Kansas. Note: $60,000.00.
Book 241 page 492: Letha L.
Struck, to Citizens Bank of Kansas.
The south 28’ of lot 29 and all of lot
30 and 31, in block 5, in Regnier’s
Amended Revised 2nd Addition to
Medicine Lodge, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $64,000.00.
Book 241 page 506: Jonathan Adsit
and Daniel Irene Adsit, to Mortgage
Research Center, LLC. All of lots 33
and 34 in McClearey’s Third Addition
to the City of Medicine Lodge, Barber
County, Kansas. Note; $70,000.00.
Book 241 page 523: Jarod Ensor
and Rebekah K. Martini Ensor and
Jeff Ensor and Sara E. Ensor, to
First Financial Bank. A portion of
the southwest quarter of section 11,
township 32 south, range 12 west
of the 6thh PM, in Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $251,271.00.
Book 241 page 540: Susan J. Roach,
to Limited Liability Corporation. The
west 85’ of the south half of lot 5,
and the west 85 feet of lots 6 and 7,
in block 10, in Highland to the City
of Medicine Lodge, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $46,000.00.
Book 241 page 558: Chase N.
Settle and Jeanne D. Settle, to Farm
Service Agency. A tract of land in
the southwest quarter of section 35,
township 32, range 11 west of the 6th
PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$88,500.00.
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Photos Available
from events we
cover may be
seen on our
website

We can also make
color prints in our oﬃce

Look under the
“More Photos”
tab to order

www.AlvaReviewCourier.com
580-327-2200 for more info
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