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Terry and Vickie Morgan of 
Burlington, Oklahoma, will soon 
celebrate 50 years of marriage. 

Vickie Rea Kraft and Terry Leon 
Morgan were married Friday, August 7, 
1970, at Driftwood Christian Church in 
Driftwood, Oklahoma, by minister Ed 

McQueen. 
Their marriage has blessed them with 

three children, Shane Morgan and wife 
Tonya of Burlington, Brock Morgan and 
wife Lindsey of Burlington and Kelly 
Owen and husband Ty of Stillwater. 
They have nine grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 

Their children invite you to help 
celebrate them with cards of well wishes 
by sending them to Terry and Vickie 
Morgan, 32673 County Road 600, 
Cherokee, OK 73728. 

Morgans celebrate 50th 
wedding anniversary

Terry and Vickie Morgan - 1970 Terry and Vickie Morgan - 2020

By Stacy Sanborn
The commissioners in Alfalfa 

County met this past Monday morning 
briefly. Jay Hague, Stan Tucker and 
Marvin Woodall went through the usual 
motions of approving previous meeting 
minutes, maintenance and operation 
warrants for payments, and blanket 
purchase orders. There were no road-
crossing permits for the week. 

Following those approvals, the 
three men looked at paperwork for the 
Type III ambulance that opened up 
for bid in mid-July. The bids received 
were from Chief Fire & Safety Co. out 
of Chickasha for $171,620 and Ess & 
Osage Ambulances in Jefferson City, 
Missouri, for $172,170. Commissioners 
tabled the bids for further review. 

Next on the to-do list was the 
approval of the SEFA, or Schedule 
of Expenditures of Federal Awards, 
report. The SEFA is a supplemental 
schedule to the financial statements 
that an organization is required to 
produce when it is subject to the single 
audit requirement. (The single audit 
requirement is triggered when the 
federal expenditures reported on the 
SEFA exceed $750,000 or more over 
the organization’s fiscal year.) 

Before adjournment, officials 
handled the last agenda item concerning 
Senate Bill 1888 – a bill that offsets 

New Senate Bill 
1888 to offset 
county revenue 
impacts due to 
COVID-19

 See Bill Page 38
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By Marione Martin
Alva students have been marching 

past the Newsgram building on Choctaw 
Street this week. It’s 
time for summer 
band camp. All the 
students are widely 
spaced and wearing 
masks as they carry 
their instruments at 
attention to the beat 
of the drum corps. 
Their instrument 
practices are taking 
place in a parking lot 

with wide-spaced folding chairs. 
School begins in less than two weeks 

in Alva so we’ll be seeing more students 
in masks in the coming days. This might 
be a good time to give your child some 
mask-wearing practice at home so they’ll 
get used to the new normal. Teachers will 
appreciate any help you can give them.

Some people think teachers have it 
made with 12-month paychecks while 
they take the summer off. However, 
many teachers have continuing education 
requirements taking classes during the 
summer. Others spend a good deal of time 
developing lesson plans for the coming 
school year with ideas to keep students 
engaged.

This summer, many will be working 
on their computer skills to prepare for a 
possible switch to virtual classes if the 
number of coronavirus cases escalates. 
They are also preparing and organizing 
their classrooms for the coming influx of 
students. This year there’s an emphasis 
on social distancing and sanitizing.

A sizable chuck of time has been 
spent by teachers, administrators and 
staff working out policies for possible 
scenarios that may be faced during 
the coming school year. Groups and 
committees have been meeting to make 

sure the school complies with state 
guidelines while trying to ensure the 
safety and health of students and staff.

Alva Superintendent Tim Argo said 
while not all teachers agree on policies 
and protocols, they all agree that in-
person learning is the best option for 
students. Teachers are eager to get back 
in the classrooms to do what they do best.

Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt 
agrees. “Schools are an essential part of 
our society. It is critically important that 
they operate safely and effectively for 
all students,” Stitt said. “Our kids cannot 
miss another year of school.” 

Federal funds will pay the cost of 
masks, shields, gloves and gowns at 
districts across the state, according 
to Stitt. He is also pushing to provide 
optional testing for COVID-19 each 
month for Oklahoma teachers.

This pandemic has led to new ideas 
and new rules for schools. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics has concluded 
that COVID-19 “appears to behave 
differently in children and adolescents 
than other common respiratory viruses, 
such as influenza, on which much of 
the current guidance regarding school 
closures is based.”

This organization “strongly advocates 
that all policy considerations for the 
coming school year should start with a 
goal of having students physically present 
in school.”

Stitt noted that just one percent of 
COVID-19 cases in Oklahoma have 
occurred in individuals between the ages 
of five and 17. Less than 300 individuals in 
that age group who contracted COVID-19 
have required hospitalizations, with one 
child dying after contracting the virus.

“We certainly don’t want to minimize 
any deaths at all, but it’s important to 
point out that two school-age children 
have died this year alone from the current 
flu season and 245 children have been 
hospitalized from the flu,” Stitt said.

Justin Brown, director of the 
Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services, said evidence is growing 
that last spring’s school closures have 
contributed to “Potentially unprecedented 
levels of trauma” for many Oklahoma 
children and families.

He said the number of children 
experiencing hunger in Oklahoma has 
increased from one in four to one in three.

Even more disturbing, he said many 
cases of child abuse have likely gone 

unnoticed because of school closures.
“Teachers play a critical role in 

recognizing abuse, and it’s clear that our 
kids are not being seen by their teachers,” 
Brown said. “In April of 2019, educators 
reported 767 cases of abuse and neglect 
to the Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services. In the same month of 2020, that 
number was 57.”

What are the chances of getting 
infected with COVID-19 at a school?

The estimates, from researchers at 
the University of Texas at Austin, range 
from sobering to surprisingly reassuring, 
depending on the area and the size of the 
school. “It’s mean to guide schools so 
they can anticipate when it might be safe, 
or easier, to open and bring kids in,” said 
Lauren Ancel Meyers, an epidemiologist 
at the University of Texas at Austin who 
led the research team.

Based on current infection rates, more 
than 80 percent of Americans live in a 
county where at least one infected person 
would be expected to show up to a school 
of 500 students and staff in the first week, 
if school started today.

In the highest-risk areas – including 
Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Nashville and 
Las Vegas – at least five students or staff 
would be expected to show up infected 
with the virus at a school of 500 people. 

The estimates assume that children 
as likely to carry and transmit the virus 
as adults – a large assumption given the 
unknowns about children.

Some preliminary studies have 
suggested that children are infected less 
often, or that young ones do not transmit 
the disease as readily, which could 
reduce the risk, said Carl T. Bergstrom, a 
professor of biology at the University of 
Washington. But those questions remain 
unresolved, he said.

I feel confident that school 
administrators, teachers and staff are 
trying hard to keep our kids safe while 
providing them with a good education and 
a chance to socialize. They are grappling 
with a lot of unknowns like the rest of us.

Unfortunately, some skills are 
almost impossible to teach online. As 
an example, my daughter is a great 
person to have along when visiting a 
doctor, lawyer or teacher. She asks all 
the right questions. She attributes this 
skill to her excellent high school debate 
instruction from Mrs. Bradt at Alva 
High School. It just wouldn’t have been 
the same online.

Back to school in the time of COVID-19
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reassignments. Marissa Whitely will 
move from Longfellow to the Middle 
School for special education. Kelly 
Killman will move from the Middle 
School to Longfellow for special 
education. Emily Kennedy will move 
from Longfellow to Alva Middle 
School to teach language arts. Chelsea 
Kornele will move from Washington to 
Longfellow for second grade.

“We continue to review as 
enrollment continues,” Argo said of 
teacher changes. “There may be some 
reassignments at the last minute, but 
we feel pretty good about where we’re 
at with our teaching staff.”

In other personnel action, the board 
approved Brooke Meyer as an adjunct 
instructor for anatomy and physiology 
for the current school year. Dixie 
Meyer was approved as an adjunct 
instructor for two hours of chemistry.

Four revisions were made to the 
extra duty schedule. Brandon Ellis will 
be the middle school football assistant 
coach. Ty Hooper will be sixth grade 
girls’ basketball coach. Jack Louthan 
will be the assistant coach for middle 
school softball. Band Director Adam 
Steuart was added for a summer camp 
for band students.

“I want to thank our administrators 
again,” said Argo. “They have had a 
long summer and a long six months to 
be planning and preparing, and they’ve 
done an outstanding job. We realize 
we’ve got a lot of challenges ahead. I 
can assure this board that this group is 
up for the challenge.”

New Student Handbooks
School principals have been 

working together to make significant 
revisions in the student handbooks for 
this fall. Feely said one change will be 
that school buildings will not be open 
at 7:30 a.m. Instead they will be open 
at 7:45 a.m. “to limit traffic as much as 
we can.” He said the times students are 
released after school will be staggered 
at Washington Elementary. Pre-K will 
dismiss at 2:50 p.m. Kindergartners 
will get out at 3 p.m., and first graders 
will be released at 3:10 p.m. “That way 
we can maybe limit our crowds at the 
gazebo,” he said. Some people arrive 
very early at the circle drive so they 
won’t be able to control that area as 

Whitney SmithKaren Mead

Two teachers hired for Alva Public Schools
By Marione Martin

Two new teachers were approved 
by the Alva Board of Education during 
their regular meeting Monday. 

Washington Elementary Principal 
Shane Feely introduced Whitney 
Smith who will fill an open Pre-K 
position. “She has some experience at 
Shidler and Hugo teaching elementary 
second grade,” said Feely. “We feel 
like she’s going to be a great addition 
to our staff.”

The other new teacher is no 
stranger to the Alva Public Schools, 
said Longfellow Elementary Principal 
Alysson Tucker. “We need a teacher to 
help us with our option 3 full virtual,” 

said Tucker as she introduced Karen 
Mead. “We don’t want to put more on 
an existing teacher in our district.”  She 
said Mead had a rather brief retirement, 
and it’s not determined yet if she will 
be part-time or full-time. “We’re 
excited to have her,” said Tucker.

Superintendent Tim Argo 
announced one teacher resignation. 
Connie Steele was going to be a 
Washington Pre-K teacher this fall, but 
her husband got a new job in Colorado.

The board also approved Scott 
Baugh, Steve Gale, Cody Hooper and 
Dakota Buckhaults as bus drivers for 
the school year.

Argo announced several 

 See Alva  Page 34
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By Kathleen Lourde
At the Freedom School Board 

meeting Monday, Aug. 3., technology 
was the primary topic of conversation. 

A federal grant of about $126,000 
must be spent by the end of the year, 
Weber told the board, but it can only 
be spent on technology, professional 
development, and curriculum – not on 
salaries or appeals, he said.

“Laptops, we have 60 coming 
next week,” said Weber. “All staff and 
students will have brand new laptops.” 

The school’s also been approved for 
21 hotspots through Verizon at a cost of 
$10 a month. 

Hotspots provide wireless access 
to the internet, and can be used in any 
location – from the living room or to 
the field.  The last hotspots the school 
had obtained had been through Pioneer, 
Weber said. 

“Pioneer’s was either $40 or $60 a 
month, way higher,” said Weber. “But at 
the time, Pioneer was the only one we 
could get out here right then.”

These new hotspots are about half 
the size of a smartphone, said Weber. 
As many as 13 computers can access the 
internet through each hotspot. They’ll be 
issued to students or teachers who need 
them.

“If we have to go online, we’re 

good,” said Weber. “The new curriculum 
is all online, all the resources we need; 
we should be good.”

Upcoming Events, Sports
On Tuesday, Aug. 11, at 6 p.m. the 

school will hold an open house, said 
Shelite. “Our sports physicals will be 
at 5 prior to the open house,” Principal 
Michelle Shelite told the board.

“With athletics, right now we’re 
going on as if we’re going to be normal,” 
she said. “We’ll see what happens in the 
next few weeks or moths.”

On Saturday, Aug. 15, will be the 
Freedom Red Bluff Classic 5K and Fun 
Run. On-site registration begins at 7 
a.m., pre-registration check-in is at 7:15 
a.m. and the race begins at 7:30 a.m. at 
the rodeo grounds.

In later action, the board approved 
the usual co-op arrangement with 
Mooreland for junior and senior high 
school. Right now, Freedom has three 
kids playing football: two in the junior 
high, and one in the high school.

The board also approved a long list 
of potential fundraisers. “This doesn’t 
mean they’re doing (the fundraisers),” 
said Weber; “this is just the possible 
list.”

Other Business
Along with approving the consent 

agenda, the board approved hiring 

two support staff: Dalene Dauphin as 
a teacher’s aide and bus driver, and 
Rhonda Harris as head cook/concession 
kitchen.

The OSSBA conference will be 
virtual this year, Weber told the board. 
Board members can check out a laptop 
or use their own computer to attend 
online.

The board voted to surplus 20 Dell 
laptops and 4 desktop computers, along 
with old math, social studies/history and 
language arts textbooks). These laptops 
are being replaced by the grant money, 
Weber said. The textbooks have also 
been replaced; these being surplussed 
are 10 to 15 years old, said Shelite.

Board member Shan Wilson was 
absent.

Freedom School prepares for 
whatever the year may bring
‘If we have to go online, we’re good,’ says Freedom superintendent

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Oklaho-
ma's attorney general said he will fight any 
challenges by inmates to gain freedom af-
ter the U.S. Supreme Court recently ruled 
that Oklahoma prosecutors lack the au-
thority to pursue criminal cases against 
American Indian defendants in parts of 
the state that includes mostly Tulsa.

The high court's decision involved 
Jimcy McGirt, 71, who is serving a 500-
year prison sentence for molesting a child. 
The court ruled that McGirt shouldn't 
have been tried in state court because he 
is an American Indian and the crime was 
committed on Muscogee (Creek) Nation's 
reservation. He could potentially be re-
tried in federal court.

"The McGirt case does not constitute 
a get-out-of-prison-free card," Attorney 
General Mike Hunter said at a news con-
ference Monday. 

Oklahoma AG 
says he will fight 
inmates’ attempts 
at release

 See Release  Page 32
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exclusively to their interests. During 
her year as president, Gottsch will 
represent Oklahoma FCS teachers on 
the state and national level. Along with 
planning different activities and events 
for FCS teachers, Gottsch will serve as 
an advocate for family and consumer 
sciences. 

“I am honored and humbled to 
serve and lead over 425 family and 
consumer sciences teachers statewide,” 
Gottsch said. “I am a firm believer 
in the importance of FCS courses 
and the CareerTech System. People 
are adamant that schools ‘bring back 
home economics,’ but the truth is home 
economics never left. We have adapted 
and adjusted to the needs of 21st century 
students and I believe FCS teachers 
have a unique opportunity to make a 
profound impact on the students we 
teach and the communities we serve. I 
look forward to advocating for family 
and consumer sciences education.” 

In addition to her term as president, 

Gottsch will serve on the executive 
committee of the Oklahoma Association 
of Career and Technology Education 
(OkACTE) and will be a voting member 
of the CareerTech Administrative 
Council (CTAC). 

Gottsch earned a Master of Education 
degree in Educational Administration 
from SWOSU in 2019. She has taught 
for 12 years and has been named 
teacher of the year three times, a master 
adviser for FCCLA, received the Wanda 
Hollman FCCLA Adviser Scholarship, 
and served as her district’s FCCLA 
counselor and treasurer for five years. 
She is a member of the Association 
for Curriculum Development and 
Supervision and served as the 2018-2019 
OATFCS secretary. Gottsch is currently 
a member of the board of directors 
for the Oklahoma FCCLA Alumni & 
Associates, secretary of the Beta Phi 
Chapter of Epsilon Sigma Alpha, and 
the president of the Cherokee Education 
Association. 

Gottsch begins term as state president
Heather Gottsch, Family and 

Consumer Sciences teacher and FCCLA 
adviser at Cherokee High School, 
began her term as state president of the 
Oklahoma Association for Teachers 
of Family and Consumer Sciences 
(OATFCS) at the conclusion of the 
organization’s business meeting on Aug. 
5 during the 53rd Annual Oklahoma 
Summit. Gottsch was elected as 
president-elect in May 2019 and spent 
the 2019-2020 school year as a member 
of the OATFCS Executive Council. 

The mission of OATFCS is to 
bring together all family and consumer 
sciences teachers through membership 
in a state organization devoted 

By Senator Roland Pederson 
We have many Oklahoma 

agriculture legends that call 
northwestern 
Oklahoma home, 
and I’m happy to 
congratulate Dr. 
Barry Pollard for 
being added to this 
list as he was chosen 
to receive the 
2020 Governor’s 
Outstanding 

Achievement in Agriculture Award. 
He’s also the newest inductee into the 
Oklahoma Agriculture Hall of Fame. 

I’m sure most of you know 
Barry and the passion he has for 
the agricultural industry. He’s a 
neurosurgeon by day and rancher by 
night, and somehow has enough time 

to own P&K Equipment while he’s at 
it. Barry founded the OSU Medical 
Cowboys program while serving 
on the OSU Foundation’s board of 
trustees, and he also created the 
Barry Pollard, M.D./P&K Equipment 
Inc. Professorship in Agribusiness to 
encourage students to pursue cross 
disciplinary learning. The impact he’s 
had on countless lives across the state 
is evident, and this is an extremely 
well-deserved award. Rep. Dell 
Kerbs and I presented Dr. Pollard his 
award and it was an honor to do so. 

The Oklahoma Secretary of 
Agriculture, Blayne Arthur, recently 
announced that the Oklahoma 
Department of Agriculture will 
receive $10 million of CARES Act 

Senate Review 

Pollard earns well-deserved 
Governer’s Outstanding 
Achievement in Ag Award

 See Pederson Page 29
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Obituaries
CAROL ANN ELMORE

Carol was born April 9, 1938, to 
Gaitha Berry and Emmett Needham in 
Alva, Oklahoma. She went home to be 
with her Heavenly Father on July 28, 
2020. She passed at her home with her 
family by her side after a lengthy battle 
with cancer. She attended Alva High 
School and graduated with the Class 
of 1956. She was a branch manager 
for Sarah Coventry Jewelry for many 
years. She then purchased Vic’s Etc., 
which was known for gifts for the home, 
Yankee Candles, bridal registries, flower 
arrangements, and the annual Christmas 
open house with themed trees. She loved 
working outside keeping her flowers 
beautiful. She was a pet lover always 
taking in strays. Carol loved her family 
with all her heart and was often a second 
mom to many of their friends. She was 
a strong, generous woman with a caring 
heart and a fighter to the very end. Carol 
was an active member of Cherokee First 
Baptist Church and continued to view 
online when unable to attend.

Carol married Boyce Elmore on 
June 28, 1957. To this union three 
children were born: Laurie, Lecia, and 
LynnaBeth. 

Carol is survived by her husband, 
Boyce of Cherokee; and daughters, 
Laurie and Monte Pelter of Cherokee, 
Lecia and Riley Hager of Owasso, 
and LynnaBeth and Burton Means of 
Ponca City. She is also survived by 
five grandsons; four great-grandsons, 
and one great-granddaughter: Matthew 
Pelter and Amanda Cseh of Oklahoma 
City; Michael and Ashley Pelter and 
their sons Elisha, Micah and Kohen 
of Shawnee; Brad and Katie Hager of 
Lenexa, Kansas; Dustin and Keli Means 
and their daughter Kylee of Stillwater; 

and Andrew Means and Courtney Orr 
and son Colter of Ponca City; and nieces 
and nephew Jennifer Vigil, Charlie 
Needham, Karen Jordan and Sara 
Werner. 

Carol is preceded in death by her 
parents and her brother, Billy.

Services for Carol were held 
Saturday, August 1, 2020, at 1 p.m. at 
Cherokee First Baptist Church. Burial 
followed in Alva Municipal Cemetery 
with arrangements by Lanman Funeral 
Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.

Memorials may be given to the 
church through the funeral home.

LAVERNE EARL MCWITHEY 
Graveside services for LaVerne 

“Verne” Earl McWithey, 79, will be 
held 10:30 a.m., 
Saturday, August 
1, 2020, at Alva 
Municipal Cemetery 
with Rev. Dennis 
King officiating. 
Arrangements are 
under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral 
Home, Alva. 

Verne was born 
Nov. 17, 1940, in Meade, Kansas, to 
Walter and Leila (Hoskins) McWithey 
and passed away peacefully July 28, 
2020, at the Fairview Fellowship Home 
in Fairview, Oklahoma.

At a young age Verne moved with his 
mother, brother Gerald Dean and sister 
Aldena Faye to Freedom, Oklahoma, 
and then settled in Alva in the early 
1950s where Verne attended Horace 
Mann Elementary School and graduated 
from Alva High School in 1959. 

Verne was drafted at the age of 18 
into the United State Army Corps for 
active duty in the Korean War, but put in 
for a hardship to help support his family. 
He started his first job at the Woods 
County News delivering newspapers 
immediately after graduating. 

Four years later at the age of 22 he 
reported to duty to serve his country. 
He attended boot camp at Fort Polk, 
Louisiana, followed by radio school at 
Fort Gordon, Georgia. He shipped out for 
Korea from San Francisco, California, 
by way of Alaska and Japan. He served 
13 months in Korea in communications, 
and then was shipped back to San 
Francisco by way of Japan and Hawaii. 
Having a few months left on his contract 
he was sent to Fort Hood, Texas.

After Verne arrived home he 
continued to serve in the Army Reserve 
for the next four years and was honorably 
discharged May 1969. He also returned 
to work at the Woods County News for 
the next 25 years until it closed due to 
a fire in 1990. Verne began looking 
for a job and found Artistic Printing 
in Fairview was in need of a skilled 
pressman. There wasn’t anything that 
Verne couldn’t do or fix and he was a 
master of everything. Verne retired from 
Artistic Printing in 2012. 

When asked what his hobbies were, 
he said, “I never had time for them,” but 
did say he enjoyed all the local events in 
Fairview and Alva, which he often shot 
video footage from one of the original 
camcorders you held on your shoulder, 
He enjoyed everything from the Major 
County Threshing Bee, Fairview Rodeo 
Parade, Fairview and Alva Fly-ins, and 
NWOSU Homecoming Parade. 

He is survived by sister-in-law 
Sharon McWithey, Tulsa; close friends 
Joy Chaney and families, Cleo Springs, 
and Jo and Hoby Hammer and families, 
Fairview; cousins Evona Murray, Aline; 
Ivan Tidwell, Tulsa; Rikki Langley, 
Kingfisher; Ruth Hays, Judy Abendroth, 
Betty Hawkins, all of Burlington, 
Kansas; Mary Lou Shidler and Randy 
Hoskins, Indiana; Lois Walsh, Kansas; 
Victor Hoskins, Arkansas; Randy 
Hoskins, Plymouth, Indiana; Mary Lou 
Shidler, Argos, Indiana; Lois Walsh, 

 See Obits Page 28
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By Yvonne Miller 
As the Kiowa District Hospital 

Board of Directors met for their July 
meeting, their first order of business was 
accepting the resignation of one of their 
own members, Miranda Walz-Allen. 
She reportedly took a position as CEO 
of the Seiling Municipal Hospital who is 
managed by Cohesive Healthcare. 

The board expressed their appreciation 
to Walz-Allen for her service to the board 
the last three years. Board members 
present were: President Pat Myers, 
Chantae Simpson, Jeff Miller and Jim 
Parker along with CEO/CFO Janell 
Goodno; Tara Girty, Business Office 
Manager; Philip Anton, Operations/IT/
Manor Administrator; Robyn Whitaker, 
Hospital DON; Brandy McKitrick, 
Quality Manager; Lacey Volker, RHC 
Manager.

Goodno said KDH received proposals 
from seven contractors for the new 
therapy addition. The board members 
were to review them in executive session 
at the end of the meeting, and then select 
three or four of them for bids and continue 
in the process.

Regarding the 2021 Tax Budget, 
board members were unanimous that they 
did not want to increase the mill levy. 
They voted to keep the mill levy the same 
at 35.003. This means KDH will receive 
about $220,000 less in tax dollars due to 
the property tax value of each mill being 
reduced by over $6,000. The tax budget 
hearing will be at KDH on Friday, Aug. 

14, at 4 p.m.
Whitaker spoke at length and in 

great details about equipment for the 
OR – specifically for a new (second) 
colonoscope and processor. She presented 
three options. She recommended the 
least expensive option, which includes 
a newer processor and one colonoscope, 
as KDH’s current colonoscope would fit 
this new processor. This gives KDH two 
to use in rotation on busy surgery days. 
She said that is what Dr. Porter prefers. 
The board approved the purchase not to 
exceed $47,587. It will be paid for with 
HHS stimulus funds. The equipment is an 
EC-600LS colonoscope, processor and 
light source from Fujifilm. 

Whitaker discussed other equipment 
that will be decided at a future meeting. 

Manor and Hospital Reports
Reporting on the manor, Anton said 

they are almost fully staffed. The fire 
marshal mandated rewiring to be done. 
They are considering revamping the 
east screened-in porch for visitation. 
The manor remains on lockdown with 
COVID-19. An access control system is 
ordered.

Giving the hospital report, Goodno 
said they continue to mitigate the risk of 
COVID and the incident command meets 
weekly. She praised Lacey Volker for 
doing well in the clinic manager position. 
Courtney Larson is the new business 
office tech assistant. Two new night shift 
nurses are starting soon.

Approved medical staff appointments 
are: Dr. Jarret Kuo, MD (Consulting 
Radiology); Dr. Gregory Peters, MD 
(Consulting Radiology); Dr. Fan Yu, MD 
(Consulting Radiology) 

KDH Finances Solid with Stimulus, 
Business Slowly Building Back

Giving financial and statistical reports 
for June, Goodno said KDH is finally 
starting to see a little comeback from 
March when the COVID pandemic shut 

everything down.
The hospital had 23 admissions of 

which 77 were acute and swingbed care. 
Total swingbed days were 45. Both clinic 
visits, 386, and outpatient visits, 525, 
were up significantly from May.

The hospital’s financial reports show 
the increase in business. Total Gross 
Patient Revenue was $473,409. With total 
contractual adjustments of $118,338 and 
340B (discount drug program revenue), 
total operating revenue was $609,144. 
Total operating expenses were $735,290. 
This made a loss from operations of 
$126,146. The addition of grant, tax and 
stimulus revenue gave the hospital a profit 
of $66,947. Year-to-date, the hospital is in 
the black by $4,526,817.

The manor’s patient census was 23. 
The manor had a loss of two residents, 
which makes them about $8,000 off of 
their budget. For June the manor had 
total operating revenue of $135,649. 
Their expenses totaled $201,082. This 
made a loss from operations of $65,433. 
However, with the addition of tax dollars 
and stimulus money the manor showed a 
profit of $64,367 for June. 

The combined balance sheets of the 
hospital and manor show cash on hand of 
$6,559,788. That’s due to all the stimulus 
money. Goodno explained that in March 
she applied for the accelerated Medicare 
plan for any Critical Access Hospital 
affected by COVID. They prepaid 
KDH for six months, which was $1.3 
million. She wired that amount back to 
Medicare in one lump sum because KDH 
didn’t need it and it was going to be a 
bookkeeping headache.

KDH still has $130,895 in uncollected 
taxes from the county. The info shows 
that the combined gain for the two entities 
is $4,445.898. Goodno reminded that is 
predominately stimulus money. 

The next board meeting will be Aug. 
25 at 7 p.m. at the KDH lobby

KDH board member resigns, 
keeps mill levy the same
Budget hearing Aug. 
14, 4 p.m. 
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By Ken Miller
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The 

mayor of an Oklahoma City suburb al-
leges she was threatened by a state law-
maker because of a mandate she issued 
requiring bar and restaurant workers 
to wear masks in an effort to slow the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Republican State Rep. Jay Steagall 
on Tuesday denied threatening Yukon 
Mayor Shelli Selby and says he was 
talking to her about his constituents' 
concerns.

"I've never threatened anyone," Stea-
gall told The Associated Press. "I've 
tried to take constituent concerns to her."

No court records show that charges 
have been filed.

Selby, whose voter registration re-
cords indicate she is a Republican, is-
sued the proclamation last month.

In a police report, Shelby complained 
that on July 29 "she was being harassed 
and intimidated for political reasons" 
by Steagall. She said she sent a letter of 
complaint about Steagall to state House 
Speaker Charles McCall.

A spokesperson for McCall did not 
immediately return a phone call for 
comment on Tuesday, but told The Okla-
homan on Monday that the speaker had 
no comment on the letter.

Steagall said he believes private 
business owners should decide whether 
to require employees and customers to 
wear masks and maintains that a mask 
ordinance can only legally be approved 
by the City Council, not by Selby, a city 
councilor elected mayor of Yukon by 
fellow council members in May.

The Oklahoman reports that Selby 

said Steagall has harassed and threat-
ened her because of her decision to insti-
tute the mask requirement.

Selby said in an email to The Asso-
ciated Press that she could not discuss 
the matter on Tuesday because she was 
working, but could talk on Wednesday.

HOMECOMING CANCELED
The Oklahoma State University 

Alumni has canceled its plans for festiv-
ities surrounding OSU's Oct. 31 home-
coming football game against Big 12 foe 
Texas Tech because of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

"The Alumni Association under-
stands the yearly return to the campus 
is a highlight for many OSU alumni 
and fans," Alumni Association Board 
Chair Tony LoPresto said in a statement. 
"While we understand this decision will 
disappoint many Cowboys, we want to 
ensure Homecoming events can be en-
joyed in a safe manner."

The football game is still scheduled.
This alumni association events that 

were scheduled for Oct. 26-31 included 
a carnival, chili cook-off and a parade. 

JAIL DEATH
The Oklahoma County jail re-

ports that an inmate being treated for 
COVID-19, the illness caused by the 
coronavirus, has died. 

Clarence Steven Merrell, 65, died 
Tuesday at a hospital where he was tak-
en in July, jail spokesman Mac Mullings 
said in a news release.

Merrell had been jailed since June 26 
on felony drug-related charges accord-
ing to Mullings and court records.

CORONAVIRUS NUMBERS
The Oklahoma State Department of 

Health on Tuesday reported 861 addi-
tional confirmed coronavirus cases and 
15 more deaths due to COVID-19, the 
disease caused by the illness.

The department said there are 39,463 
confirmed cases and 566 deaths, an in-
crease from 38,602 confirmed cases and 
551 deaths reported Monday.

The health department reported 
32,319 people have recovered from the 
virus and said 504 were hospitalized, 
down from 628 hospitalizations reported 
Monday.

ONLINE CLASSES
On Monday, Tulsa Public Schools, 

the state's second largest public school 
district, became the latest district in 
Oklahoma to opt for an online-only start 
to the school year because of the virus. 

Tulsa students will spend the first 
nine weeks in distance learning and Su-
perintendent Deborah Gis will recom-
mend what type of teaching method will 
be used for the second quarter before the 
end of October, according to a statement 
from the district.

Tulsa Health Department Director 
Bruce Dart said he is pleased with the 
decision. 

"We understand parents and students 
want to be back in a more social setting. 
We know that kids learn better with face 
to face instruction from their teachers," 
Dart said in a statement. "We want to 
return to that as soon as circumstances 
allow, but we want to exercise an abun-
dance of caution." 

Oklahoma mayor alleges threats 
by state lawmaker over masks
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By Ralph D. Russo
Big 12 schools agreed Monday night 

to play one nonconference football game 
this year to go along with their nine league 
contests as plans for the pandemic-altered 
2020 season continued to fall into place. 

The Big 12's university presidents 
signed off on a 10-game schedule, ad-
justed to deal with potential disruptions 
from COVID-19 that lets schools play 
one nonconference opponent at home. 
A specific start date for conference play 
was not determined. The conference said 
in a news release it will likely begin mid-
to-late September and the expectation is 
nonconference games will be completed 
before league play starts.

"We believe this change provides the 
best opportunity going forward," Com-
missioner Bob Bowlsby said in a state-
ment. "However, we will undoubtedly 
need to be flexible as we progress through 
the season in order to combat the chal-
lenges that lie ahead."

The Big 12 championship game at 
AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, 
is scheduled for Dec. 5, but could be 
moved back to Dec. 12 or 19, the league 
announced. Dec. 19 could pose a sched-
uling conflict with high school football 
championships at the Dallas Cowboys' 
stadium and force the Big 12 to relocate. 

The 10-team Big 12 already plays 
a nine-game, round-robin conference 
schedule. Unlike other Power Five con-
ference that have switched to either ex-

clusively (Big Ten, Pac-12 and SEC) or 
mostly (ACC) league games, the Big 12 
could not add more conference games 
without teams playing each other more 
than once. 

Several Big 12 teams have already 
started preseason practice, with Kansas 
and Oklahoma slated to play FCS teams 
on Aug. 29. Whether those games remain 
on that date is unclear. 

As conferences take steps toward a 
football season that seems to be in precar-
ious shape because of the pandemic, the 
NCAA is expected to weigh in Tuesday 
on fall sports other than major-college 
football.

The association's Board of Gover-
nors is scheduled to meet and whether to 
cancel or postpone NCAA championship 
events in fall sports such as soccer, vol-
leyball and lower-level football is expect-
ed to be a topic. 

Less than two weeks ago, conference 
commissioners across Division I encour-
aged the the board to delay  any decision 
on fall championships. The NCAA does 
not control regular season competition in 
any sport — and it has no say at all in 
major college football — but canceling or 
postponing fall events could send a con-
flicting message as member schools try to 
move forward with a fall season, despite 
concerns about the number of COVID-19 
cases around much of the country.

The Power Five conferences have bil-
lions in television revenue at stake in their 

ability to stage a football season, and they 
have decided independently the best way 
forward is to focus on conference play. 

Though there are still plenty of details 
to work out.

Only the Pac-12 has a full football 
schedule with matchups and dates in 
place among Power Five conferences. 
The Pac-12 will begin Sept. 26, along 
with the Southeastern Conference, which 
is still working on its new 10-game slate.

The Atlantic Coast Conference has 
opponents set for its 10-game conference 
schedule and will start the weekend of 
Sept. 12, but no specific game dates are 
set. The ACC has also said it will permit 
its teams to play one nonconference game 
in its home state.

The Big Ten, first to announce inten-
tions to go conference-only this season, 
has yet to release a new schedule, but that 
could come later this week.

Now that the Power Five has declared 
its intentions the Group of Five confer-
ences can start making plans and filling 
holes on their schedules — maybe with 
Big 12 or ACC teams.

American Athletic Conference Com-
missioner Mike Aresco has said the AAC 
could stick with its eight-game confer-
ence schedule and let its members plays 
as many of their four nonconference 
games as they can salvage or replace. 

The Mountain West, Conference 
USA, Mid-American and Sun Belt con-
ferences are likely to take a similar ap-
proach.

Early Monday, Texas State from the 
Sun Belt announced it was moving a non-
conference game against SMU up from 
Sept. 5 to Aug. 29.

Big 12 to allow teams to play 1 
nonconference football game
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By John Hanna
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Freshman 

Rep. Steve Watkins, who is facing felo-
ny illegal voting charges, fought Tues-
day to fend off a challenge in Kansas' 
Republican primary.

Watkins was trying to survive the 
challenge from State Treasurer Jake 
LaTurner after having largely toed 
the conservative line and vocally sup-
porting President Donald Trump while 
representing the 2nd District in eastern 
Kansas. LaTurner argued that the crim-
inal charges against Watkins made an 
already vulnerable incumbent an even 
worse bet with Democrats sensing an 
opportunity to pick up the seat despite 
the district's Republican leanings.

The charges against Watkins were 
filed in state district court in his home 
of Shawnee County and arise from his 
listing a postal box at a UPS Inc. store 

as his residence on a state voter regis-
tration form.

Watkins and LaTurner were vying 
for the GOP nomination with Dennis 
Taylor, a Topeka lawyer and business-
man with a long career in state and 
local government that has included 
heading several state agencies. To-
peka Mayor Michelle De La Isla was 
favored to win the Democratic nomi-
nation against James Windholz, a Uni-
versity of Kansas graduate student and 
instructor.

Watkins is accused of voting ille-
gally in a Topeka City Council race 
in November 2019 and of trying to 
mislead a sheriff's detective who was 
investigating whether he broke state 
election laws by listing the UPS postal 
box as his residence for voter registra-
tion purposes last year. Watkins later 
corrected his residential address — 

twice — so that it's now an apartment 
that lies outside the City Council dis-
trict that includes the UPS store.

The congressman has said he made 
a mistake and corrected it. He has 
called the criminal charges "bogus" 
and has accused the local district attor-
ney, Mike Kagay, of colluding with La-
Turner because both share a direct mail 
services firm. He acknowledged during 
a Kansas City Star interview last week 
that he voted in the wrong City Coun-
cil district but said he did not intend to 
break the law. He suggested the voter 
registration resulted from "collegial" 
work with his staff but denied an alle-
gation that he tried to mislead the de-
tective by blaming the voter registra-
tion problem on his staff.

Kris Miller, a 47-year-old financial 
planner based in Topeka, said he voted 
for Watkins because he liked how the 
congressman's voting record matched 
Trump's policies. He said he didn't 
think the "intent was there" when Wat-
kins listed the postal box as his address.

"As a business person, I know that 
stuff can get confusing," Miller said.

Tom Smith, a 58-year-old retired 
business owner who voted in Topeka, 
declined to say whom he voted for but 
said he had concerns about Watkins 
and LaTurner. He said he found the 
charges against Watkins to be "real-
ly disturbing" and that he fears that if 
Watkins is elected but gets convicted 
of something, he would be forced to 
leave Congress. But he said he's not 
excited about LaTurner either because 
he thinks LaTurner has used his office 
to "do a lot of advertising for himself." 

Democrats and some Republicans 
already saw Watkins as vulnerable this 
year because he won the November 
2018 election by less than a percentage 
point after emerging from a crowded 
GOP primary with less than 27% of the 
vote. He is a former Army officer and 
military contractor. 

LaTurner is a former state senator 
who has served as state treasurer since 
2017. De La Isla is the first Latina and 
single mother to serve as Topeka may-
or, winning the office in 2017 after 
serving on the City Council.

Kansas Rep. Watkins battles 
for seat while facing charges

If you’re working hard just to make ends meet and have one or more children
living with you, you may qualify for the EITC. Think of it as a reward for doing
one of life’s most beautiful, most important and most loving jobs. Visit our
Web site or ask your tax preparer if you qualify.

Because when it comes to getting more for your family, consider it done.

A message from the Internal Revenue Service.

www.irs.gov/eitc

The Earned Income Tax Credit.
You may have earned it. Why not claim it?

The Internal 
Revenue Service

IRS EITC M1293 B - News
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By Kevin Freking
WASHINGTON (AP) — In an 

abrupt reversal, President Donald Trump 
now is encouraging voters in the critical 
swing state of Florida to vote by mail 
after months of criticizing the practice, 
and only days after threatening to sue 
Nevada over a new vote-by-mail law.

His encouragement follows a surge 
in Democratic requests to vote for mail 
in Florida. Democrats currently have 
about 1.9 million Floridians signed up 
to vote by mail this November, almost 
600,000 more than the Republicans' 1.3 
million, according to the Florida Secre-
tary of State.

In 2016, both sides had about 1.3 
million signed up before the general 
election.

"Whether you call it Vote by Mail or 
Absentee Voting, in Florida the election 
system is Safe and Secure, Tried and 
True. Florida's Voting system has been 
cleaned up (we defeated Democrats 
attempts at change), so in Florida I en-
courage all to request a Ballot & Vote by 
Mail!," Trump tweeted Tuesday.

White House press secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany rejected the notion 
that the president has changed his views. 
She said he supports absentee voting by 

mail for a reason, as opposed to states 
mailing out ballots to all voters regard-
less of whether they requested them. 
Most election officials say there is little 
effective difference between absentee 
voting and voting by mail.

More voters during this year's prima-
ry elections opted to vote by mail, and 
several states relaxed restrictions for 
voting absentee through the mail. Trump 
himself voted by mail in the Florida pri-
mary earlier this year.

Five states have relied on mail-in 
ballots since even before the coronavi-
rus pandemic raised concerns about vot-
ing in person, but there is no evidence to 
support Trump's assertion that voting by 
mail leads to widespread fraud. 

Trump has gone so far as to suggest 
by tweet that the November election 
should be delayed "until people can 
properly, securely and safely vote." 

States that use mail-in votes exclu-
sively say they have necessary safe-
guards in place to ensure that a hostile 
foreign actor doesn't disrupt the vote. 
Election security experts say voter fraud 
is rare in all forms of balloting, includ-
ing by mail.

With Florida's large retirement pop-
ulation, voting by mail is expected to 

become a more popular option this No-
vember. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., was 
asked Saturday if he had concerns about 
the option. "No, I'm not concerned about 
mail-in voting in Florida," he said terse-
ly.

Florida GOP officials welcomed 
Trump's tweet.

"Thank you for the clarification Mr 
President! This is very helpful," said Joe 
Gruters, the chair of Florida's Republi-
can Party. "Florida will deliver you the 
29 electoral votes!"

Nevada lawmakers have recently 
passed a bill that would add the state to a 
growing list of U.S. states mailing active 
voters ballots ahead of the November 
election.

The bill, which was passed Sunday, 
was signed into law Monday by Gov. 
Steve Sisolak, a Democrat. Nevada joins 
seven states that plan on automatically 
sending voters mail ballots, including 
California and Vermont, which moved 
earlier this summer to adopt automatic 
mail ballot policies.

Trump called the bill's passage "an il-
legal late night coup" in a tweet Monday 
morning. He accused Sisolak of exploit-
ing COVID-19 to ensure votes in Neva-
da would favor Democrats.

Trump encourages mail voting 
in key battleground Florida

By Lindsey Bahr
"Mulan" is no longer headed for a ma-

jor theatrical release. The Walt Disney Co. 
said Tuesday that it will debut its live-ac-
tion blockbuster on its subscription stream-
ing service, Disney+, on Sept. 4. 

But this is no "Hamilton": Customers 
will have to pay an additional $29.99 on 
top of the cost of the monthly subscription 
to rent "Mulan." The company plans to re-
lease it in theaters in areas where Disney+ 
is not available. 

"In order to meet the needs of con-
sumers during this unpredictable period, 
we thought it was important to find alter-
native ways to bring this exceptional fam-

ily-friendly film to them in a timely man-
ner," Disney CEO Bob Chapek said on the 
company's earnings call. "We see this as an 
opportunity to bring this incredible film to 
a broad audience currently unable to go to 
movie theaters."

The live-action remake of the animat-
ed film was one of the first major films to 
be affected by the coronavirus pandem-
ic. Originally set for a March 27 release, 
"Mulan" moved to late July, then late Au-
gust and was then pulled from the calen-
dar all together as COVID-19 cases spiked 
through the U.S.

Along with Warner Bros.' "Tenet," 
"Mulan" was going to be one of the first 

major movies to open in theaters since the 
shutdown. Exhibitors, most of which have 
been closed for over four months, have 
been desperate for new films that would 
help draw wary audiences back to theaters. 

But while Warner Bros. is moving for-
ward with a theatrical release plan, which 
involves opening "Tenet" internationally 
first and then in select U.S. theaters a week 
later, on Sept. 3, Disney decided to pivot 
and direct consumers to its streaming ser-
vice. 

It is not unprecedented for a major stu-
dio to offer a premium video on demand re-

Disney to release ‘Mulan’ on 
streaming service, for a price

 See Mulan Page 32
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Platte City, Missouri; and Helen Wright, 
Towanda, Kansas. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

SCHARMAL SCHROCK
Scharmal Kay Schrock was born 

January 20, 1940, to Delmar and 
Emmaline (Studer) 
Schrock. She passed 
away July 25, 2020, 
in Manhattan, 
Kansas. Because 
Scharmal taught 
voice, theater and 
opera, she impacted 
a large number 
of students and 
colleagues.

Scharmal graduated from 
Kiowa (Kansas) High School in 
1958. She started college at Kansas 
State University, graduated from 
the Cincinnati Conservatory, and 
completed her master’s at Indiana 
University.  Between degrees, she 
studied in Frankfort, Germany, as 
a Fulbright Scholar. Later, she also 
studied and performed in Vienna.

Scharmal’s teaching career began 
at East Texas State (Commerce), then 
Ithaca College, Utah State (Logan), 
and 25 years at Southeastern Louisiana 
University (Hammond). She then 
returned to cap off her career at the 
Jacobs School of Music at Indiana 
University (Bloomington). She taught 

voice at the University level for over 
45 years, directed scores of stage 
productions, and judged thousands of 
auditions.

Scharmal loved people, and she had 
a genius for identifying and honing her 
students’ talents and matching them 
to specific roles and numbers. She 
had a no-nonsense way of diagnosing 
and addressing problems, whether 
those problems related to voice, stage 
presence, dress or personal issues. Her 
students knew she believed in them, 
and that helped her coach them into 
achieving things they didn’t know they 
could do.  

Anyone who heard Scharmal’s voice 
understood that she was an exceptional 
talent. She performed as soprano 
soloist with the Amarillo, Atlanta, 
Baton Rouge, Dallas, Ft. Worth, New 
Orleans, and Shreveport symphonies. 
She also soloed at Carnegie Hall in 
1988.

Scharmal had an active, often 
irreverent, sense of humor. She was 
her own favorite source of amusement. 
She captivated listeners with stories of 
performance glitches, costume failures, 
fried electronics, elaborate ruses, towed 
cars, spooked cattle, and more. For 
those who knew and loved Scharmal, 
the first reaction to the mention of her 
name is to smile.

Scharmal was preceded in death by 
her parents. 

She will be missed by her sister 
Sheryl Schrock (Krattigen, Switz), 
brother Mark (Judy) Schrock 
(Hazelton, Kansas), nephew Nathan 
Schrock (Manhattan, Kansas), niece 
Lara (Jason) Knudson (Hartsel, 
Colorado), grand-nieces and nephews 
Emmaline Schrock, Ben Schrock, 

David Knudson, and Judy Knudson, 
and a large number of cousins, students, 
friends, and colleagues.

Donations in memory of Scharmal 
may be made to: Scharmal Schrock 
Endowed Scholarship, Southeastern 
Foundation SLU 10293, Hammond, LA 
70402 or IU Foundation , JSoM Vocal 
Dept., PO Box 6460. Indianapolis, IN 
46206-6460.

BONNIE MAE WARES
Graveside services will be held on 

Sunday, August 9, 2020, at 2 p.m. at the 
Freedom Cemetery. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
narshalfuneralhomes.
com.  

Bonnie Wares 
was the fourth child 
of Clarence and 

Lottie Knox. She was born November 
28, 1936, on a farm north of Freedom 
and passed away on July 20, 2020. 
She attended grades one and two at 
Houston Valley School before it was 
consolidated into Freedom School. 
She graduated from Freedom School in 
1954. 

Bonnie started working at the café 
in Freedom when she was 13 years 
old. Her boss was Roy Wilson, and 
Bonnie credited him with making 
her a good waitress. Roy advised her, 
“Don’t ever come back to the kitchen 
without something in your hands. You 
take people’s food out and you bring 
back something.” She also worked as a 
switchboard operator in high school at 
the Freedom telephone office. 

In 1955 she married Wayne Wares, 
who was in her graduating class at 
Freedom School. They moved to a 
ranch outside San Antonio, Texas. The 
ranch provided them a house and free 
meat. When they arrived they found 
out the meat was goat. After one year 
they moved to Brookville, Kansas, 
where Wayne was employed at a large 
Hereford cattle ranch. Bonnie found 
work waitressing at the Brookville 
Hotel, renowned throughout the 
area for their fried chicken dinners. 
Their first child, Merle, was born in 

From Page 12 Obits

 See Obits Page 29
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Brookville. Wayne left the ranching job 
and worked construction for several 
years. They lived in an 8 by 32-foot 
trailer that they towed from town to 
town wherever Wayne was building 
large metal buildings. 

Wayne and Bonnie moved back 
to the ranch following Wayne’s dad 
suffering a disabling accident in 1960. 
Kevin and Kyle were born there. After 
several years working for Wayne’s dad, 
they bought Wayne’s uncle Ernest’s 
Hereford cow herd, and began ranching 
on their own. Bonnie helped bolster the 
family income by using the ranch truck 
to haul gravel and wheat for hire. She 
also was employed by the Freedom 
Co-op as a truck driver. She worked at 
Alabaster Caverns as a tour guide as 
well. Later she worked for the George 
Dyer family as a caregiver. She also 
volunteered at the Freedom Museum 
and as a Pink Lady at the Woodward 
Hospital. 

Bonnie took up deer hunting at age 
60 following the maxim “If you can’t 
beat em, join em.” Wayne and their sons 
were avid deer hunters, and Bonnie 
took up the sport as well. She killed 
several big deer with a rifle including a 
12-point buck before trying her hand at 
bow hunting, and she bagged a doe with 
a bow and arrow. 

Bonnie was baptized in the Freedom 
Christian Church and was an active 
member. She served as a Deaconess and 
later as an Elder. 

Survivors include husband, Wayne, 
children Merle (Susie), Kevin (Dawn), 
and Kyle grandchildren, Holli Wares, 
Crystal Wares (Rhett Rushing), 
Courtney Jones (Austin), Garrett Wares 
(Stephanie), and Harley Wares, great 
grandchildren, Quinn and Max Jones. 
Her older sister Lila Buss, who visited 
her faithfully in Grace Living Center 
and brought much joy and comfort, 
passed away recently. Older brother Bill 
Knox (Delores) survives her as well. 

The family would like to thank the 
staff at Grace Living Center for the 
excellent care they provided Bonnie 
during her last years. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Coronavirus Relief Funding for 
the Food Supply Stability Plan for 
Oklahoma meat processors. These 
grants can be used to add processing 
capacity, expand plants and update 
current facilities to help mitigate the 
effects of COVID-19 on our food 
supply chain by creating new meat 
processing capacity and ensuring 
continued meat availability. This is 
great news for Oklahoma processors 
and will help to reduce the chance of 
meat shortages in our state. For more 
information about the grants or to 
apply, you can visit www.oda.state.
ok.us or call Jason Harvey, market 
coordinator, at 405-606-1477. 

An important issue we’ll be 
tackling during the 2021 legislative 
session that will begin next February 
is redrawing our state’s legislative 
districts for the next 10 years. This 
process happens once a decade 
after census data is collected. The 
Senate is committed to conducting 
an open, transparent and bipartisan 
redistricting process, and we also 
want the public to be involved. 

The Senate recently announced 
some details of the redistricting 
process that will take place, including 
public hearings across the state, online 
public submissions of proposed maps 
and districts and public notice before 
the redistricting committee takes 
action. 

The best thing the general public 
can do right now to help us with this 

process is participate in the 2020 
census. The new legislative districts 
will reflect population changes that 
have occurred over the past 10 years, 
so it’s extremely important that every 
Oklahoman is counted accurately. 

If you haven’t already filled out 
your census, you can do so today by 
visiting 2020census.gov or by calling 
844-330-2020. The Census Bureau 
recently sent out a last postcard 
reminding those who haven’t 
responded to fill out the questionnaire, 
and they also sent an email reminder 
to non-responsive households. Next, 
they will begin in-person visits to 
houses that have not submitted the 
information. If you’d like to avoid 
a knock at your door by a Census 
Bureau employee, please complete 
the census as soon as possible. 

Finally, my office is still assisting 
constituents with unemployment 
claims. If you’ve recently lost your 
job or are struggling to receive your 
unemployment benefits, please reach 
out. My assistant, Angie, has done a 
fabulous job for the people of District 19 
and she is ready to help. You can reach 
us at Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov 
or by phone at 405-521-5630. 

From Page 10 Pederson
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Knowledgeable,
helpful service

with a smile

That’s what you
get when you 
SHOP LOCAL

In the Newsgram, you’ll find lots of businesses who invest
their time and money in local communities, schools and
activities. Give them a chance!

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200
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Creek Nation Principal Chief David 
Hill said Monday: "We wholeheartedly 
support a rigorous process. The Supreme 
Court decision is all about fixing what 
was broken in the past to build a better 
system, not giving criminals a free pass. 
The simple reality is that today, as before, 
if you call the police they will come. If 
you commit a crime, you'll be brought to 
justice." 

Hunter's office is now involved in 
death row inmate Shaun Michael Bosse's 
case in which his attorneys want him to be 
tried in federal court because the family 
he killed were citizens of the Chickasaw 
Nation and the crime was committed on 
the Chickasaw reservation. Bosse, who 
is not American Indian, was convicted in 
2012 for killing Katrina Griffin and her 
two young children.

"Given these factors, the state of 
Oklahoma had no jurisdiction to charge, 
try, convict or sentence Mr. Bosse for the 
crimes in this case," the attorneys argued 
in a brief filed last month with the Okla-
homa Court of Criminal Appeals.

Hunter said his office would use the 
Bosse case to seek guidance from the 
Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals on 
how to handle hundreds of similar argu-
ments from inmates.

Hunter's office has estimated that 
nearly 2,000 inmates could try to have 
their convictions overturned.

Shannon James Kepler, a member of 
Creek Nation, is currently serving a 15-
year sentence for the 2014 killing of his 
estranged daughter's boyfriend, the Tul-
sa World reported. The 60-year-old was 
convicted three years ago for the death 
of Jeremey Lake, 19. He is appealing his 
case after the high court's McGirt deci-
sion.

From Page 8

 Release

lease during the pandemic. Universal 
Pictures debuted "Trolls World Tour" on 
streaming in April while most theaters were 
shuttered. Although it caused a major rift at 
the time, it has since led to an historic com-
promise between the nation's largest theater 
chain and Universal to shrink its theatrical 
window to 17 days. 

But few expected "Mulan," a $200 

million production, to go this route, even 
Disney. In late June, when announcing its 
delay to August, Disney executives Alan 
Horn and Alan Bergman wrote in a joint 
statement that "Mulan" was, "Everything 
the cinematic experience should be, and 
that's where we believe it belongs—on the 
world stage and the big screen for audienc-
es around the globe to enjoy together."

From Page 26 Mulan

By Michael Liedtke
Eastman Kodak's potentially lucra-

tive deal to help the U.S. government 
make more generic drugs domestically is 
threatening to turn into a regulatory head-
ache for the fallen photography giant.

Kodak's depressed stock price surged 
last week before the company announced 
its plans to work with the President Don-
ald Trump's administration in exchange 
for a $765 million loan. That prompted 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren to send a Monday 
letter asking the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to investigate whether insid-
er trading laws have been broken.

The SEC is now in the early stages of 
a probe, according to a report published 
Tuesday by The Wall Street Journal. The 
newspaper cited unidentified people fa-
miliar with the matter.

The SEC declined to comment on the 
report.

Kodak said Tuesday that the Roches-
ter, New York, company intends to coop-
erate with any potential inquiries, without 
saying whether it has been contacted by 
the SEC.

The company's stock soared on the 
July 28 news about the $765 million loan  
from the federal government to help Ko-
dak make factory changes necessary to 
make pharmaceutical ingredients in short 
supply in the U.S. Its shares rocketed 
from around $2 to as high as $60 before 
some of its former debt was converted 
into stock as part of a complex arrange-
ment.

The conversion resulted in Kodak is-
suing nearly 30 million additional shares, 
undercutting the value of the stock al-
ready outstanding. Kodak's stock closed 
at $14.40 after falling 3.6% in Tuesday's 

trading.
Any investigation is likely to focus 

in an abrupt rally and trading frenzy in 
Kodak's stock before the company and 
the Trump administration made their 
announcement. The rally may have trig-
gered by some of the news being shared 
online on Twitter and websites by at least 
two reporters in Rochester and two televi-
sion stations before the official release of 
the information.

In its Tuesday statement, Kodak said 
it didn't intend for the news to be shared 
by the media in advance. 

Warren, a former Democratic Party 
presidential candidate from Massachu-
setts, also asked the SEC to look into 
whether Kodak board members were 
buying stock in the company while they 
were secretly negotiating the loan with 
the Trump administration. 

After the news of the deal came out, 
Kodak also disclosed in regulatory filings 
that it had issued stock options to sever-
al executives on July 27 before its shares 
soared. Kodak CEO James Continenza 
was among the recipients.

Kodak said the stock option grants 
were approved by shareholders in May 
and issued July 27 to preserve the value 
of Continenza had already earned before 
the dilution triggered by the conversion 
of old debt.

Although Kodak became world fa-
mous for its inroads in photography be-
fore digital technology decimated the 
market for film, it also has a lesser-known 
pharmaceutical division. The government 
loan agreement, which hasn't been final-
ized, is supposed to used to help expand 
and renovate existing plants in Rochester 
and St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Questions being raised after
Kodak’s stock has a big moment
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much. 
Supt. Argo said, “After these first 

few days, we fully realize there may 
be adjustments that need to be made. 
We’ll communicate those to the 
parents.”

Middle School Principal Stephanie 
Marteney said lunch will be different 
at her school. “This the first time I 
know of that we are splitting up our 
sixth, seventh and eighth,” she said. 
“In doing so we’re going to pull 
them apart a little bit. We’re going to 
make sure that there are 30 minutes 
in between that the tables can be 
cleaned.” She said they will organize 
seating so students will be sitting in 
different areas. “We’re going to see 
how it works,” she added.

Meet the Teacher
Argo said he’s been working with 

the high school and middle school 
principals to plan how events will be 
handled. “We’ll be getting those out to 
the public soon but we ask everybody 
to be patient,” he said. 

The Meet the Teacher event will 
be held, and Argo said the school 
will be releasing information in a 
few days. “We fully recognize that is 
an important night in the life of our 
parents and our students. It’s not going 
to look the same but we are going to 
have a night when our students can see 
the building and meet the teachers and 
get some of that necessary paperwork 
picked up and turned back in,” he said. 
“This is new for everybody and things 

change every day.” He encouraged 
people to call if they have questions.

Website Problems
The first day of classes for Alva is 

August 13. Just as parents and students 
are checking online for information 
about school, the website has been 
down intermittently. Argo said the 
school doesn’t have much control 
over that. The server for the company 
that supports the school’s website has 
had some cyber-attacks. He said the 
company is working through that to 
get the website back up. 

He said, “We will use our social 
media avenues to update until we get 
our website back up and running.”

Finances
In looking over finances, Argo 

pointed out that gross production tax is 
down $166,000 in the first month of the 
fiscal year compared to last July. There 
have been some increases in revenue 
in REA tax and school land earnings. 
After watching the gross production tax 
returns for about six to eight months, 
Argo said, “We’re beginning to see that 
market stabilize somewhat but it will 
be a concern as we move forward.’

Another concern is the state aid 
allocation which is about $125 less 
per student than last year. “Right now 
they are pointing toward an adjustment 
toward a negative at the mid-term,” 
Argo said. “Enrollment numbers across 
the state will have to be reviewed. I 
might say that won’t really affect us 
until the following year. We still are 

paid off of our high number from last 
year.” He said it’s something to plan 
for. State aid is based on enrollment, so 
as the school begins to see enrollment 
numbers for next year, they need 
to make sure to have the highest 
enrollment they can get.

Argo pointed out several 
purchase orders for items that will be 
reimbursed through CARES federal 
funds. These include hand sanitizer, 
Plexiglas, some backpack sprayers for 
sanitizing, $16,200 for hotspots, some 
Chromebook bags and some software.

The school spent $11,740 for special 
education software used district wide. 
It helps assess and then put students on 
a learning pathway.

Another $19,800 purchase order 
will be reimbursed with a grant for 
some curriculum alignment and 
development in January. 

The school spent $2,619 to purchase 
a sprayer specifically for the bus barn 
so Steve Ellis can disinfect the buses 
each day.

Other Business
The board approved the annual 

agreement to accept credits from 
Northwest Technology Center for 
students attending there and earning 
credits in math and/or science.

Contracts were approved with 
American Fidelity Service which tracks 
flexible benefits for employees, the 
City of Alva School Resource Officers 
for two SRO’s, Oklahoma Department 
of Career Technology Secondary 
Career and Technology Program 
which provides money for salaries and 
supplies, and Big Five Community 
Services to provide Headstart with 
special education resources and meals.

A video of the meeting may be seen 
at www.AlvaReviewCourier.com.

From Page 6 Alva



August 5, 2020 Page 35Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Housekeeping

Are you needing a housekeeper 
in the Alva, Cherokee or 
surrounding areas, if so please 
call 620-213-2991 or 580-
559-1411

WestBred Seed Wheat
Call today to check out our 
varieties and reserve your 
bushels. Delivery Available. 
Skyline Seed Co., Alva, OK. 
Brodie Bush 580-430-5801

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

Sat, Aug 8, 8am-? 1217 Noble. 
Baby girl clothes, toddler 
clothes, toys, baby items, adult 
clothes and misc

Storage Sale
Ranch Mini Storage. 803 Park 
St, #72. Sat, Aug 8, 8am-? 
Collectibles, furniture, too 
much to list

Big Sale
329 Choctaw. 8am-12pm. 
Every Thurs, Fri & Sat

Inside Sale
Sat, 8am-1pm. 120 Center St., 
Alva

Miscellaneous

Sewing Machines

Bernina 3740 (cabinet) w/
ouster cabinet. Bernina Artista 
200 w/cabinet. Bernina 
Record (930 Electronics). 
Bernetta 500 Bernina Deal. 
Baby Lock Acclain Serger. 
580-327-3079

For Sale

Frigidaire 12,000btu window 
air conditioner w/remote 
control. Fits 19” x 14” 
opening. 110 V AC $195 firm. 
580-327-2554

Real Estate

Thinking of Moving?

Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please 
leave message if unavailable

For Rent

2 bdrm Trailer, forced air & 
heat, carport, washer & dryer. 
580-327-0438

For Rent

2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-
430-1003

For Rent

2bdrm, all bills paid, no pets. 
580-732-7857
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Tuesday, July 28, 2020
During this day there were 

five traffic stops.
1:35 a.m. – Barber County 

advised of a call that came in 
about a male whose brother 
had kicked him in the face 
and then out of the vehicle. 
He advised the brother had a 
gun. The phone was pinged on 
OK-8 between Burlington and 
Cherokee. Officer spotted car 
driving through town and spoke 
to the people in the vehicle 
at Jiffy Trip. Advised of four 
subjects, at least one topless 
female. One adult male was 
taken into custody and vehicle 
was towed and one subject was 
taken to Share Medical Center 
in Alva.

3:29 p.m. – Report of semi 
blocking the roadway on US-64 
and County Road 680. Driver 
advised he had a coolant line 
break and was going to try to 
move the vehicle down the road.

9:47 p.m. – Report of four-
wheelers driving around Jet.

11:04 p.m. – Caller advised 
someone had been banging on 
her door for about 15 minutes 
and they won’t go away. Officer 
tried to locate the subject.

Wednesday, July 29, 2020
During this day there were 

three traffic stops.
1:36 a.m. – Medic needed 

for a male who had been sick 
and very weak. Medic took 
patient to Kiowa Hospital. 

6:59 a.m. – Report of a tank 
battery fire two miles north of 
Helena.

8:47 p.m. – Caller advised 
a motorcycle was riding in the 

area and would like an officer to 
check it out.

Thursday, July 30, 2020
During this day there were 

three traffic stops.
Friday, July 31, 2020

7:42 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female with unknown 
medical issues. Medic took the 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Enid.

2:54 p.m. – Report of a gas 
leak at the meter in the 200 
block of Texas.

10:21 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a woman on his front porch 
threatening to harm herself. He 
asked her to leave because she 
was scaring his daughter and 
she should leave. Caller called 
back and reported she had left 
and was going south on OK-8 
in a red Chevy Avalanche. 
Advised Major County.

Saturday, August 1, 2020
7:26 p.m. – Caller advised 

that she, her husband and two 
kids were stuck on the lake. 
Advised the battery ran out on 
their boat. The caller advised 
they got the boat running finally 
and are on their way back to 
land.

10:03 p.m. – Report of a 
rollover accident on County 
Road 670.

Sunday, August 2, 2020
4:27 p.m. – Major County 

advised of a reckless driver 
traveling north on OK-8.

5:24 p.m. – Caller reported 
his estranged wife was harassing 
and stalking him.

Monday, August 3, 2020
6:23 a.m. – Reckless driver 

headed north out of Helena.

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff Logs
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper.

Misdemeanor Filings
Nathan David Barham, 

Abilene, Texas, 41, has been 
charged with public intoxication 
($506.50).

William Raymond Fishback. 
Lamont, 38, has been charged 
with public intoxication 
($456.50).

Aaron L. Benshoff, Jet, 
37, has been charged with 
possession of controlled 
dangerous substance ($317.75).

Cody Lee Dalrymple, Jet, 
37, has been charged with 
driving with license suspended 
($276.50).

Cody Lee Dalrymple, 
Jet, 37, has been charged 

with possession of controlled 
dangerous substance ($276.50).

Civil Filings
ACB Bank, Cherokee, 

vs. Kathryn A. Stocks, Fort 
Smith, Arkansas: money loaned 
($239.14).

Marriage License Filings
Anthony William Shirley, 

Jet, and Mandy Lee Masters, 
Haysville, Kansas: marriage 
license ($50).

Traffic Filings
Garin King, Cherokee, 

has been cited for operating a 
vehicle on which all taxes due 
to state have not been paid 
($249).

Yesika Adriana Ramirez, 
Enid, has been cited for 
operating a vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license ($304).

The following individuals 
were cited with speeding:

Cody Lee Dalrymple, Jet, 
has been cited for speeding 
15 mph over the speed limit 
($264).

Sarah Ashley Lind, 
Uniontown, Arkansas, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit ($100).

Anjelica Florea, Bennett, 
Colorado, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Alfalfa County 
court filings
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
is doing only carry out meals. Please 
call 327-1822 until noon the day be-
fore to order. Meals will be ready for 
pick up at 10:30 a.m.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
is doing only carry out meals. Please 
call 327-1822 until noon the day be-
fore to order. Meals will be ready for 
pick up at 10:30 a.m.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous 
open meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth 
Corr House), Alva on Mondays and 
Thursdays.

Friday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
is doing only carry out meals. Please 
call 327-1822 until noon the day be-
fore to order. Meals will be ready for 
pick up at 10:30 a.m.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

Real Estate Transfers
Book 859 page 329: Belinda Jane 

Smith and Joseph F. Smith, wife and 
husband; Beth Ann Kirkendall, a single 
person; Leroy Kirkendall and Lori 
Cravens Kirkendall, husband and wife, 
convey unto John David Garigner and 
Jill D. Garigner. The west half of the 
northwest quarter of section 34, township 
2 north, range 12 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 859 page 360: Alfalfa Property 
LLC unto Burlington Welding LLC. Lots 
2 and 3, in block 1, Cherokee Industrial 
Park Second Addition to the City of 
Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 859 page 362: Billy Joe 
Thomasy and Karan P. Thomasy convey 

unto Burlington Welding LLC. Lot 1 
of block 1, Cherokee Industrial Park 
Second Addition, a part of the southeast 
quarter of section 10, township 26 
north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 859 page 351: Larry Rex Angle 

and Phoebe Jan Angle, to Alva State Bank 
& Trust Company. Northwest quarter of 
section 35, township 29N, Range 10, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$940,335.18.

Book 859 page 365: Jared E. 
Campbell, Veronica R. Campbell, 
husband and wife, unto A State Bank. 
A tract of land located in the southeast 
quarter of section 30, township 24 north, 
range  Note: $ 182,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions

revenue due to COVID-19 for highway 
funding. The bill triggered the need 
for the creation of new accounts for 
all Alfalfa County districts: District 1 
(1103-6-6510-2005), District 2 (1103-
6-65200-2005), and District 3 (1103-6-
6530-2005). 

Correspondence from the Oklahoma 
State Auditor and Inspector’s office 
stated their organization is statutorily 
charged with the responsibility of 
prescribing a uniform system of 
bookkeeping to be used by all county 
officials. 

Per that responsibility, the OSAI’s 
letter was to communicate procedures 

(creating new accounts) for revenues 
designated by Senate Bill 1888. That 
bill was written to offset revenue 
impacts due to the current conditions 
stemming from the COVID-19 
pandemic. Effective July 1, 2020, 
35% of the motor vehicle collections 
authorized in 47 O.S. § 1104 will be 
directly remitted to all counties by 
the Oklahoma Tax Commission. That 
revenue was previously scheduled to be 
credited to the State Treasury’s County 
Improvements for Road and Bridges 
Fund. Now it will be directly remitted 
to counties only for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2021.

From Page 2 Bill
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