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Pastor John and Teresa Clapp of Alva 
are pleased to announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Moriah Lynn Clapp, 
to Riley Jacob Berry, son of Glenn and 
Kim Berry of Trenton, Michigan.

Moriah is graduating from Baptist 
Bible College this May with a Bachelor 
of Science in intercultural studies. Riley 
will graduate from Baptist Bible College 
in May 2022 with a Bachelor of Science 
in pastoral studies.

After the wedding and honeymoon, 
Riley and Moriah, will reside in 
Springfield, Missouri, and after Riley’s 
graduation next May, they plan to pursue 
church ministry work.

The wedding celebration will be on 
May 8, 2021, at 1 p.m. at Bible Baptist 
Church, located in Alva, Oklahoma, 
with pastors Dale Rebarchik and John 
Clapp officiating. 

There will be a reception following 
the wedding ceremony at the Runnymede 
Hotel.

Clapp—Berry announce engagement

Moriah Lynn Clapp and Riley Jacob Berry

Karlie Snow, sophomore, was chosen 
as the February Student of the Month at 
Aline-Cleo High School.

Her school philosophy is, “Always 
do your best.” She feels that her school 
is unique because it is so small. Karlie is 
inspired by her mom.

Her favorite activities are softball, 
showing hogs, fishing, hunting and 
working cattle. Her favorite quote 
is, “The way I see it, if you want the 
rainbow, you gotta put up with the rain.” 
~ Dolly Parton 

Karlie is the daughter of Teri and 
Kolby Thomas of Aline.

Karlie Snow named 
Aline-Cleo February 
Student of the Month
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HOME OF THE FREE BECAUSE 
OF THE BRAVE – There’s not a more 
patriotic symbol than this red, white 
and blue work of art. This quilt was 
auctioned at the Burlington Fire De-
partment’s Annual Pie Auction last 
week. The beauty was made by JoAnn 
Luttrell who has a store on Main Street 
in Cherokee. The quilt brought $1000. 
This helped Burlington’s Fire Depart-
ment raise approximately $20,000 at 
their annual fundraiser. Photo by Mar-
ci Hyde

Foundation
provides grant to 
Cherokee Schools

The LaWilda Bishop Reitz 
Foundation recently presented a grant 
to the Cherokee Public Schools.  The 
$2,000 will be used for the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library program providing 
free books to preschool children. Each 
child will receive a specially selected 
book each month, sent directly to their 
homes. 

LaWilda Bishop Reitz is 95 years 
old and lives with family members 
in Oklahoma City. She still heads the 
foundation that supports programs 
for pre-K and elementary school age 
children.

By Marione Martin
These are unofficial results of the 

municipal and special elections in 
Alfalfa and Woods counties on Tuesday, 
April 6. Election returns are not finalized 
until 5 p.m. Friday, allowing time for 
protests.

ALFALFA COUNTY
City of Cherokee

Councilmember – Commissioner at 
Large:

Kolby Arnold            186
Karen Hawkins           90
Proposition 1:  Yes 198, No 78
Proposition 2:  Yes 198, No 77
Proposition 3:  Yes 179, No 93

Town of Goltry
Board of Trustees – 2 positions:
Vernon Sanders Jr.      24
Jamie Ann Coulter      30
Matthew A. Meyer      28
Cam Pekrul                 24
Maera Barney             20

Timberlake Public Schools 
Board Member – Office No. 1:
Logan Judd                 163
Stacia Gaff                   27

WOODS COUNTY
City of Alva

Councilmember, Ward No. 1 Seat 1:
Justin Scribner          281
Tim Bradley               77
Daniel D. Winters    369

Councilmember, Ward No. 2 Seat 1:
Taylor Dowling          379
Mark Nichols             344
Councilmember, Ward 3 Seat 1:
Troy Brooks               381
Dalton Beeler             343
Councilmember, Ward 4 Seat 1:
Joe Parsons                228
Greg Bowman           256
Blake M. Jordan        249
City Treasurer:
Trent Goss                491
Heather Penner         236

Town of Freedom
Board of Trustees, Office No. 1:
Matthew Bixler          48
Concha Herrera          42
Board of Trustees, Office No. 2 

(unexpired term):
Myles Nixon              34
Kama Luddington      56
Board of Trustees, Office No. 3:
Michelle Shelite         45
Shad Brackin              45
Town Clerk-Treasurer:
Cindy Reed                 47
Natasha Elrod              43

City of Waynoka
Councilmember, Ward No. 1 Seat 2:
Austin Gauge Durkee  26
Sharon Kopriva           48
Councilmember, Ward No. 3 Seat 2:
Sidney Judd                 42
Brad Perot                   32

Results of April 6 election
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By Marione Martin
After more than a year of dealing 

with falling revenue from gross 
production (oil and gas) taxes, the 
Alva Public Schools are facing more 
financial pressure from new legislation 
and a state school board decision. 

Superintendent Tim Argo told 
the school board Monday that gross 
production revenue is down $615,000 
from last year. Like other schools, Alva 
is also affected by companies protesting 
their valuations which can go on for 
years. 

Revenue from motor vehicle taxes 
is down $97,000. The REA revenue 
is down a little. The only bright spot 
is earnings from school land which 
amounted to a total of $7,000, a little 
higher than last year. In the county 
formula Alva is collecting $78,000 less 
than last year.

“You can see some challenges 
there with our local revenue that we’re 
facing,” said Argo. 

As board members looked at a 
bar graph comparing revenue and 
expenditures this year compared to last 
year, he said, “I want to commend again 
teachers and administrators. We have 
really made a concerted effort to control 
our expenditures. 

“In school finance, you cannot 
control your revenue. The economy 
controls our revenue. What you can 
control are expenses. You can see our 
staff has done a great job as we worked 
our way through this year in controlling 
those expenses.” Alva schools have 
collected $1.3 million less revenue than 
last year, but has spent $1.1 million less 
than last year.

“As we look at our financial 
situation, I think it’s important that we 
stay mindful of where we’re at right 
now economically, not only from a 
national perspective but also from a 
state and local perspective,” Argo said. 

School board members looked at a 
comparison of revenue from various 
funding sources this year compared to 
last year. The school files an estimate 
of needs for each school year, basically 
a projected budget.  Gross production 
taxes received are only 37 percent of 
the expected amount, and REA taxes 
are only 77 percent of the estimate of 
needs.

“We started our budget knowing that 
we didn’t believe we would collect that 
much,” Argo said. 

While the school received federal 
stimulus money, all of that had to be 
spent a certain way. The superintendent 

said going into next year, the district 
will use those stimulus funds as one-
time expenses, not something that will 
be a recurring expense each year.

The FY 20-21 estimate of needs 
was $15.6 million but Alva is projected 
to collect only $14.3 million for a 
shortfall of $1.3 million. Argo said 
at the beginning of the school year, 
it was suspected there would be 
revenue problems. The district did not 
hire anyone to fill the child nutrition 
direction position which was vacant 
due to retirement. Instead Ladonna 
Durkee took over those responsibilities. 
The school also did not renew some 
temporary contracts. “All of those 
things together have put us in a better 
position financially,” he said, “but as 
we move forward, we still have to make 
sure that we are mindful of our staffing 
and our expenses.”

Right now, Alva is looking at a fund 
balance of $4.2 million which Argo 
described as strong and healthy. “We 
want to maintain a strong fund balance, 
and we know moving on into next year 
the economy, gross production and those 
things aren’t going to automatically 
revamp,” he said. “We’re going to have 
to continue to control our staffing, and 
we’re going to have to continue to 
control our expenses.”

“I’d like to congratulate everyone,” 
said board member Karen Koehn. “It is 
tough. We’re used to asking and getting, 
and I am too, but it’s just not going to 
happen … it’s not going to happen for 
anybody. So thank you for your due 
diligence.”

Turning to the principals present, 
she said, “You guys are in the hot 
seats because teachers come to you 
and sometimes it’s hard to understand 
all that. Thank you for being good 
stewards. It’s going to get better.”

Argo said the goal is to maintain the 
quality of education that students and 
parents expect and need while finding a 
balance with staff and class size. While 

Recent legislation, state board 
action increase financial
pressure for Alva Public Schools

 See Alva Page 29
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By Yvonne Miller 
Burlington School Board President 

Terry Graham called the regular late 
March meeting to order with the following 
board members present: Aaron Smith, 
Robert Hill and T.J. Rockenbach (most of 
the meeting). April Kisling was absent.

Current and retiring superintendent 
Dr. Stacey Croft attended as did the newly 
hired Superintendent Kevin Brown for the 
2021-2022 school year. Others attending 
included High School Principal Tim 
Bart, whose resignation is effective at 
the end of the school year; Elementary 
Principal Stan Pedersen; and Minutes 
Clerk Tracy Granados. President Graham 
recessed and moved the meeting from the 
Superintendent’s office to the IETV room. 

Then the board held a special meeting 
March 31 with all members present except 
Rockenbach. The board entered executive 
session to discuss the employment of a 
principal with possible vote to be taken 
on return to open session; to discuss the 
employment of a certified teacher with 
possible vote to be taken on return to open 
session; and to discuss the employment of 
a head girls basketball coach with possible 
vote to be taken on return to open session.

Following that executive session, the 
board voted to employ Gerrett Spears as 
JH/High School Principal for the 2021-
2022 school year. Spears reportedly comes 
to Burlington from Kingfisher where he 

was girls basketball coach. This will be 
Spears first job as a principal. He and his 
wife Rachael will move to Burlington 
with their three-year old son. 

The Newsgram spoke momentarily 
to the new Superintendent Brown who 
is involved with the hiring of his new 
staff members. When it was revealed that 
Spears coaches girls basketball, we asked 
if he’ll be the new girls coach. Brown 
said, “That is not my intent at this time,” 
and indicated he wants the new principal 
to have time to get into his new role.

The board also voted to employ 
Rachael Spears as a certified teacher for 
the 2021-2022 school. She is married 
to Gerrett and was also teaching at 
Kingfisher. Superintendent Brown said 
Spears will teach middle school English 
and he’s not sure what other classes at this 
point.

The board held an identical executive 
session at their regular March meeting. At 
that time the board took no action. 

At the March 31 meeting, Board 
President Graham presented an overview 
of existing real property owned by the 
school. The board discussed the possible 
need to purchase additional real property 
and potential possible acquisitions. 
Discussion was tabled to a future meeting 
pending further information.

Carroll Gives Auditor Report 
Auditor Pat Carroll, with Chas W. 

Carroll, P.A., was also present via Zoom 
teleconference. Carroll presented the audit 
for fiscal year 2019-2020. He discussed 
the additional federal funding schools 
are receiving through the various  Covid 
relief bills. He stressed the importance to 
be diligent in ensuring the funds are spent 
as required in the guidelines.

Carroll told the board of three 
fundings: 1) Employee contract that had 
been overpaid and one that had been 
underpaid--neither of any substantive 
amount. 2) Bid approved for new bus but 
not requested as prescribed. 3) Capital 
project(s) paid out of the general fund that 
should have been paid out of the building 
or bond funds.

The auditor went over revenues 
and expenditures for each fund, and 
additionally talked about the activity in 
those funds. He said checks that have 
been outstanding for several years in the 
activity fund should be voided and the 
funds applied back to the appropriate 
sub-accounts. Implementation for correct 
procedures for the criteria on employee 
contracts, required bids and capital 
projects have been addressed for the 
current year.

The board accepted the 2019-2020 
fiscal year audit as presented with the 
corrective action. 
Other Burlington School Board Business 

One agenda item called for review and 
discussion regarding OSRMT insurance 
increases for property and liability 
insurance coverage for the period of 7-1-
2020 to 6-30-2021. Dr. Croft told the 
board about an additional invoice received 
for payment as well as the potential for 
a future invoice from OSRMT for the 
current fiscal year. The board requested 
further information and more discussion 
prior to voting on renewal of policy for 
the new fiscal year. So the board tabled 
the issue until a future meeting.

The following encumbrances, change 
orders and warrants received board 
approval as follows: General Fund: 
Encumbrances 219-241 for $64,873.03, 
Change Orders for $50.00, Warrants 771-
864 for $232,505.65; Building Fund: 
Encumbrance 3 for $3,500.00, Warrants 
11-12 for $4,884.11; Child Nutrition 
Fund: Encumbrance 16 for $1,500.00 and 

Burlington School Board hires high school 
principal and certified teacher, married couple
No action yet on girls basketball coach; Approves audit

 See Burlingtion Page 26
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By Kathleen Lourde
The Cherokee Board of Education 

sadly accepted several resignations at its 
board meeting Monday, many of them 
from long-time teachers or staff. 

Resignation letters were received 
from Kassie Hair, Shelly Burleson, 
Malari Cline, Cathy Parks, Patty Means, 
Cathy Graham and Ruth Richmond. The 
resignation letters were often moving, 
always referring to the deep affection the 
individual holds for Cherokee and the 
students and staff at the school. Some of 
those resigning are moving on to other 
school districts, while others have chosen 
to spend more time on other projects or 
with family.  

Superintendent Bryce Shanbacher 
spoke somberly about losing these 
individuals. “Several of them have been 
in the school system for a very long 
time,” he said. “We certainly wish them 
the best of luck.”

Student Activities
“Testing season has arrived,” 

reported Elementary Principal Ruth 
Richmond. Upcoming activities at the 
elementary include a petting zoo, several 
track meets, and an event in which all the 
emergency vehicles are brought to the 
elementary and the students are taught 
about them.

In the high school, students are 
applying for scholarships; eighth and 
ninth graders will be touring Northwest 
Technology Center, and juniors will 
take the ACT. The FCCLA held its state 
convention recently, and Cherokee had 

two state champions, two runners up and 
a third place. 

In sports, track meets will be held April 
13 and 17 and the regional track meet is 
on the 30th. The softball tournament is 
April 22-24; golf will be April 20 and 
the regional golf meet is April 26. Spring 
sports photos will also be April 26.

The FFA, although the showing 
season is largely over, is selling flowers 
and other things. “They did a really great 
job on the greenhouse out there,” said 
Principal Hickman.

On April 29 is the FCCLA awards 
banquet; the FFA convention is April 26-
28. The state speech competition is April 
8-10. April 17 is prom.

Discussion: Should Cherokee Join 
Attack on State’s Charter School 

Equalization Decision?
The longest discussion of the night had 

to do with whether the school should join 
with 200 other school districts to insist 
that the state board of education reverse a 
highly controversial decision that would 
take money from the Cherokee (and all 
other public) schools’ building fund and 
transfer it to charter schools.

The agenda item stated it this way: 
“...due to the overreaching, illegal, and 
unconstitutional nature of the action by 
the state board of education, the board of 
education demands that the state board 
of education meet and rescind the action 
of Marsh 25, 2021, adopting a resolution 
to equalize funding between all public 
schools and charter schools....”

This is referring to the state board 

of education deciding, after a four-year 
legal battle, to resolve the problem 
by settling with the Oklahoma Public 
Charter School Association. Debate 
has raged for years whether these semi-
autonomous schools should receive 
public funding.

“It is my believe, along with that of 
many other superintendents – as well as 
State Superintendent Hofmeister – that 
that action was unconstitutional and 
illegal because by doing that they were 
deciding how to allocate funds, and that is 
the responsibility of the state legislature, 
not the state board of education,” said 
Schanbacher. “So what we’re really 
discussing is whether we want to join 
in a cooperative agreement with other 
schools and organizations to try to get 
them (the state board of education) to 
rescind this action.”

If the action results in litigation, the 
school could be on the hook for $1,000 or 
$2,000, according to the estimates gives 
Schanbacher, but those involved appear 
hopeful that it won’t go to litigation. 

Responding to questions from board 
members, Schanbacher said that the 
board can table the issue now and still 
join in later, if they so choose; they could 
also join in now, and withdraw later 
(like, before any litigation, presumably) 
if they chose. Joining in with the action 
would not result in Cherokee getting a 
bigger payout in the event of any change 
of funding allocation. So far, a couple 
hundred of the state’s 510 school districts 
have joined in, but because of Cherokee’s 
financial situation, Schanbacher thought 
this might not be the time to join.

The board took no action on the 
matter.

Other Board Business
The board approved hiring everyone 

on a long list of certified and support 
staff. They also approved the usual 
statement about figuring the school year 
by hours rather than days.

Board members approved the 
reports on the various funds’ of 
balances, expenditures, purchase 
orders, encumbrances, and warrants. 
Schanbacher said he hopes the money 
from one of the tax protests that was 
settled last month will show up this 
month, but it had not appeared at the time 
of the meeting.

Cherokee School Board
accepts several resignations
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Obituaries
BILLY BOYD HALE

Billy Boyd Hale, age 88, passed 
from this life at his home in Cleo 

Springs, Oklahoma, 
surrounded by his 
family, after a hard 
fought battle with 
CHF. His Oklahoma 
celebration of life 
service will be at 
Cleo Springs Baptist 
Church on Friday, 
April 9, 2021, at 2 

p.m. and then he will be taken home 
to Gordon, Texas, for his final resting 
place in the New Gordon Cemetery. 
Oklahoma arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Helena and 
Texas arrangements are by Edwards 
Funeral Home of Gordon, Texas.  Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.

Bill was born on November 3, 1932, 
to Harvey B. and Lucille Dewitt Hale in 
Thurber, Texas. After school he enlisted 
in the United States Army where he 
served one term, after which he received 
an honorable discharge. He returned to 
McCamey, Texas, to work in the oilfield 
where he met the love of his life, Anita 
Tinney. They were married November 1, 
1957.

As a product of that marriage, they had 
two girls, Linda Joyce, born March 30, 
1963, and Donna Lynn, born November 
13, 1964. Both girls died shortly after 
their births. In 1965 Bill and Anita moved 
from Texas to Oklahoma to work in the 

oilfield. In 1967 they adopted a little boy 
which they named Billy Joe. They made 
their home in Cleo Springs where they 
live today. In 2001 they adopted BJ’s 
two daughters, Krysta Beth and Brande 
Jo. Bill spent a lot of his spare time with 
his coffee buddies at the Orienta Coffee 
Shop.

Bill is preceded in death by his two 
daughters, his parents, three brothers and 
many of his friends.  

Bill is survived by his wife, Anita of 
Cleo Springs; daughters, Krysta Creed 
and husband, Michael of Lubbock Texas, 
Brande Naugle and husband, Kyle of 
Cleo Springs; one sister, Joann Bearden of 
Mingus, Texas; very special friends, Jerry 
and Teressa Driskill of Oklahoma City, 
Jim and Barbara Hamen of Cleo Springs, 
Trey Gould of Cleo Springs and Justin 
and Krystal Boyce of Chester; seven 
grandchildren, Amanda Hale and partner, 
Dakota Newman, Michael Hale and wife, 
Jennifer, Alexus Naugle, Kaeleigh Creed, 
Bentlee Naugle, Garytt Creed, Madoux 
Naugle; two great grandchildren, Jamie 
Hale and Maiwen Hale.

Memorials may be made to Cleo 
Springs First Responders or Cleo Springs 
Baptist Church through the funeral home.

BARBARA JEAN HAWKINS
Barbara Jean Hawkins, 90, of Medicine 

Lodge, Kansas, died Wednesday, March 
31, 2021, at Medicine Lodge Memorial 
Hospital, surrounded by family. 

She was born on January 26, 1931, 
in Zenda, Kansas, the daughter of James 
Bailey and Cora (Newberry) Bailey. 
Barbara was married to the late B. Albert 
Hawkins. He preceded her in death on 
June 28, 1982. 

Barbara was a teacher and graduated 
from Southwestern College in Winfield, 
Kansas, where she played tennis 
and basketball. She then attended 
Northwestern Oklahoma State in 
Alva. She was a member of the United 
Methodist Church, Medicine Lodge and 
the Pilot Club, Redhats, Delta Kappa 
Gamma, Mary Martha Circle, KNEA, 
Order of the Eastern Star and was a 
Red Cross Volunteer. She was an avid 
NASCAR fan. 

Surviving are one son, Albert Joseph 
“A.J.” (Sherry) Hawkins of Wichita, 
Kansas; one daughter, Carol (Casey) 
Ward of Medicine Lodge, Kansas; three 

grandchildren, Tiffany (Taylor) Hughes 
(of Pratt, Kansas), Albert “Bert” (Ashley) 
Hawkins (of Wichita, Kansas), and Tyler 
(Brandace) Ward (of Medicine Lodge, 
Kansas); three great-grandchildren, 
Kynley and Kyndra Hughes and Journey 
Hawkins; one brother, John (Marge) 
Bailey of Wichita, Kansas; one sister, 
Bonnie Bailey of Medicine Lodge, 
Kansas; and one sister-in-law, Joyce 
Zimmerling of Wichita, Kansas. 

Barbara was preceded in death by 
her parents, her husband, one son, James 
Kenneth “J.K.” Hawkins; two brothers 
and their spouses, Jim (Phyllis) Bailey 
and Joelee (Mildred) Bailey; one sister 
and her spouse, Betty (Joe) Dirks; and 
brother-in-law and spouse Bill (Sue) 
Hawkins. 

Funeral were held on Tuesday, April 6, 
2021, at 10 a.m. at the United Methodist 
Church, Medicine Lodge, Kansas, with 
Pastor Paul Stephens and Pastor Marilyn 
Fox officiating. Burial followed at Forest 
Park Cemetery, Anthony, Kansas. 

Memorials may be made to the 
Barbara Hawkins Education Scholarship 
Fund, in care of Larrison Funeral Home, 
120 E. Lincoln, Medicine Lodge, KS 
67104. Condolences may be left at www.
larrisonmortuary.com. 

DIANA RUTH HUNT
Diana Ruth Hunt, 70 of Alva, 

Oklahoma, passed away in her home on 
March 29, 2021. A 
memorial service will 
be held on Friday, 
April 9, 2021, at 
10:30 a.m. at the 
Church of God in 
Alva.

Diana was born 
in Fort Worth, Texas, 

on January 5, 1951, to Ima Ruth and Fred 
Emerson Bryson. She attended Arlington 
Heights High School in Fort Worth and 
then John Peter Smith Nursing School, 
where she received her degree/certificate 
as a registered nurse. 

Diana worked as a registered nurse in 
the emergency room and operating room 
most of her career, both in California and 
Texas. She moved to San Francisco in 1986 
and worked at California Pacific Medical 
Center as an operating room nurse. Diana 

 See Obits Page 28
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Cherokee Israel gave a reading at 
Progress Park in Kiowa, Kansas, at 
the first Autism Walk to raise aware-
ness about Autism. Photo by Yvonne 
Miller. 

WALKING FOR AUTISM AWARE-
NESS – William and Tammy Israel of 
Hazelton organized the first Autism 
Walk in Kiowa last Saturday. They 
said they had a little over 30 walkers. 
Photo by Yvonne Miller

A FUN DESIGN – Abbie Forbes sits 
patiently while Andrea Strobel who 
with the stroke of a brush creates a 
fun design on her face. This was at 
Kiowa’s first Autism Walk Saturday 
in Progress Park. Photo by Yvonne 
Miller

On Saturday morning, a small 
crowd gathered in Progress Park in 
Kiowa, Kansas, for the town’s first 
Autism Awareness Walk, and to eat 
barbecue, get their faces painted, 
enjoy Lane Haas’ singing onstage, and 
hear a poignant message from sixth-
grader Cherokee Israel. 

Israel thanked the crowd for taking 
part in the event, and read this to them: 

HAAS DELIVERS RED DIRT ROCK 
AND ROLL – NWOSU senior Lane 
Haas donates his time to entertain the 
crowd at Kiowa’s first Autism Walk in 
Kiowa’s Progress Park Saturday. Peo-
ple enjoyed sitting back and listening 
to Haas’ fun Red Dirt Rock and Roll 
sound. Haas said his new album comes 
out May 1 and can be downloaded on 
Apple Music, Spotify, etc. Photo by 
Yvonne Miller

Kiowa sixth-grader raises awareness about autism 
“I am autistic,” she read to the 

small crowd. “There is nothing wrong 
with me. I am not flawed. I am not 
broken. I don’t have special needs. I 
have human needs. 

“My brain thinks out of the typical 
box. My brain is not missing pieces. 
My brain is complete. In fact, I could 
argue that I experience MORE than 
the average neurotypical person. I 
require accommodations to live life to 
my fullest potential in a neurotypical 
centered world. And that’s okay.

“I’m happy. I am not less. I am 
different. I am extraordinary. I am 
smart. I am focused. I am kind. I am 
proud. I am unique. I am quirky. I 
love. I care.”

April is World Autism Awareness 

Month, when people who care about 
those with autism spread awareness, 
promote acceptance, and ignite 
change of this disease that remains 
very misunderstood by most. 

Autism is a complex mental 
condition and developmental 
disability, characterized by difficulties 
in the way a person communicates 
and interacts with other people. 
The condition affects each person 
differently. 

The purpose of awareness events is 
to show hope, love, faith and support 
for people who live with autism. 
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By Yvonne Miller
As crews start replacing nearly 

100-year-old waterlines in Kiowa, 
Kansas, the city council is taking care 
of adjusting the water rates structure 
to help pay for the project. The $6.2 
million project replaces not only the 
lines in town but also pipe from Kiowa’s 
water wells south of Sharon and south 
down Tri-City Road (about 10 miles). 
The project is funded with General 
Obligation Bonds, by water customers, 
USDA loans, etc.

At a special meeting at the end of 
March council members discussed water 

rates for their customers. They approved 
adjustment rate increases annually. 
City Administrator Sam Demel said 
customer’s monthly base charge for 
water is $17.94. That’s for customers 
who have a water pipe no larger than 
three-quarter inch. If the diameter is 
larger than that, then their base capacity 
charge is $22.43/month. 

Demel said in Kiowa 613 households 
have three-quarter inch pipe. While 62 
accounts have pipes greater than that 
circumference. 

In this first year of the project, the 
customer charge for 0 to 1000 gallons of 
water per month is $4.63. For every 1000 
gallons used in a month, add another 
$4.63. The second year that cost/1000 
gallons increases to $4.77. In year three, 
the cost/1000 gallons increases to $4.92.

The average residential monthly 
water bill in Kiowa is $38.79 and will 
increase to $47.00, Demel said. This 
is based on three year progressions of 
the past. Fixed costs such as insurance, 
supplies, etc., are expected to rise two to 
five percent. 

The council will reevaluate the plan 
as needed. The new rate structure goes 

into effect for customers with April 
usage. 
Council Declines Low-Interest Loan

Since the Arctic blast in February that 
resulted in drastically inflated natural 
gas and electricity prices, the council 
has considered how to best handle their 
bill. The City of Kiowa’s electricity bill 
from the arctic blast with temperatures 
well below zero, totaled $134,000. 
Demel said that monthly bill to Kansas 
Municipal Energy Agency (KMEA) is 
typically around $20,000 to $30,000.

At this late March meeting Kiowa’s 
City Council agreed not to apply for 
the low-interest loan available from the 
state of Kansas for cities affected by the 
unheard of pricing. 

“A 4,000 percent increase is just 
wrong,” Demel said. 

The last two meetings council 
members discussed numerous scenarios 
about whether or not to pay their inflated 
electric bill. Demel said they paid what 
their normal monthly bill would be plus 
25 percent more. Kiowa paid around 
$41,000, Demel said. 

The city administrator recommended 
reading an article in the Wichita Eagle 
this week regarding how one little Kansas 
town is handling the huge electric bill. 
With a population of about 500, the town 
of Mulberry is suing BP, former British 
Petroleum after they received a $53,000 
bill for the month of February when 
natural gas prices skyrocketed during 
the widespread cold snap. 

Kiowa City Council talks water 
rate structure increase to help 
pay for new waterlines
Took action on the arctic blast electric bill
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An estimated 130 people attended Burlington’s FFA work auction to enjoy a potluck supper, visit with their friends and 
support the FFA chapter. Photo by Marci Hyde

Speaking of the generosity shown 
to the FFA, Shaw said, “I’m most 
appreciative of the community’s 
dedication and support of our youth. 
Regardless of what FFA event we 
have, the community supports us. We 
couldn’t do it without them.” 

When asked what the money 
raised is used for, Shaw provided 
a lengthy list: each member’s 
official dress, their first FFA jacket; 
show equipment; leadership camp 
registration; overnight trip expenses 
including students’ meals, etc.; 
on a case by case basis for FFA 

Burlington FFA Work Auction raises $17,000
By Yvonne Miller 

An estimated 130 people attended 
Burlington School’s FFA Work 
Auction and potluck meal held last 

week at the city hall and fire station. 
FFA Chapter Advisor Wyatt Shaw 
said they raised about $17,000 while 
“selling” the 37 FFA members.

 See FFA Page 28
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By Yvonne Miller
Burlington’s Board of Education 

held a brief special meeting in March. 
The item of business regarded the newly 
hired superintendent Kevin Brown 
who is to start this summer with the 
retirement of Dr. Stacey Croft, effective 
at the end of June. 

The board voted to place Brown 
on administrative contract for the 
remainder of the 2020-2021 school 

year for the purpose of allowing him to 
make employment recommendations. 
The contract for Brown is  for the time 
period of March 9, 2021 to June 30, 
2021.

At the February meeting, the 
board selected Brown as the new 
superintendent for the 2021-2022 school 
year. He has seven years administrative 
experience (four years as superintendent 
at Duke) and three years as a principal. 

Burlington extends early administrative 
contract to incoming superintendent

Warrants 98-111 for $10,350.01. 
The board approved the February 

2021 activity fund report.
Dr. Croft reminded the board the 

Annual OSSBA/CCOSA Education 
Leadership Conference for the 2021-2022 
school year is August 26-29. She noted 
that board members had been registered 
for the conference and their rooms are 
booked. The superintendent also said 
the Burlington Educational Foundation 
meeting will occur this spring.

Principal Bart said that spring sports 
have started. There are four girls and 
two boys competing in track this season 
and there is one participant in golf. 
Elementary Principal Pedersen said that 
state testing is coming up in April for 3rd-
6th grade.

The elementary track meet will 
be held May 4 at Cherokee. Possible 
spring events include an AR party at 
the Purple Park. End-of-year field trips 
for elementary classes are in discussion. 
The elementary classes held an online 
fundraiser that resulted in almost $4,600 
for elementary teachers to purchase 
supplies for their classrooms.

From Page 8 

Burlington
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From Page 24 FFA From Page 16 

Obits

Burlington FFA President Kayli Stewart is sold at the group’s fundraising work 
auction by auctioneer Josh Bellamy. Photo by Marci Hyde

projects; and whatever else is needed 
to help the kids. 

Shaw commended patrons for 
supporting the FFA during a week 
where the Burlington and Amorita/

Byron fire departments also had 
fundraising events, both raising about 
$20,000. He thanked Josh Bellamy 
from Bellamy and Co of Cherokee 
for donating his auctioneer services. 

moved to Patterson, California, to raise 
her daughter in a smaller, close-knit town. 
In 2009, she returned to Texas, where she 
continued her career as an operating room 
nurse. She greatly enjoyed the rigorous but 
rewarding work. In 2014, after enjoying a 
few years of retirement, she followed her 
daughter and son-in-law to Oklahoma, 
where she remained until she passed. 

Diana is survived by her daughter, 
Susannah and husband Tyler Welty (of 
Alva), two grandchildren, Bryson Welty 
and Tenallie Welty (of Alva), brother, 
Tim Bryson and wife Barbara Lovely (of 
Carlton, Texas), brother, Kevin Bryson 
(of Roseburg, Oregon) sister, Martha 
Bryson (of Roseburg, Oregon), brother, 
Shawn Bryson and wife Beth (of Franklin, 
Tennessee), brother, David Briggs and 
wife Kym (of North Richland Hills, 
Texas), many nieces, nephews, as well as 
great-nieces and great-nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents Ima Ruth and Fred Bryson, and her 
brother Michael Bryson.

PATSY ‘PAT’ LOUISE MELROSE
Passed away March 25, 2021, at 

Integris Hospice House in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 

Pat was born November 2, 1941, in 
Coleman, Texas, and moved to Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, in 1965. 

She is survived by her husband of 
55 years, Leroy Melrose (of Oklahoma 
City), son Jeffrey Melrose (of Grapevine, 
Texas), daughter Traci Melrose/Miller 
(of Oklahoma City); three grandchildren: 
Emily and Conner Melrose (of Grapevine, 
Texas),  Aaron Miller (of Oklahoma City), 
and one sister Reba Kirk (of Liberal, 
Kansas).

A memorial service will be held at 
Westside Christian Church, 10145 NW 
Expressway, Yukon, Oklahoma, 73099 
at 10 a.m. April 10, 2021, and burial and 
graveside service will be at Good Hope 
Cemetery in Helena, Oklahoma, at 3:30 
p.m.
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it’s a difficult balance to manage, he 
said the principals have begun to work 
on those plans for next year, and he 
thinks they’ll have a good plan.

Stimulus Money
From the first round of federal 

stimulus money, the school bought 
hand sanitizer and custodial supplies 
as well as preparing for distance 
learning. “I think that’s something to 
really be proud of, that we’ve been able 
to accomplish in our district what not 
many people have,” Argo said. “We 
planned for the worst and really didn’t 
face as many challenges as other people 
did. I think that’s a direct result of our 
community, and our teachers and our 
administrators.”

The school purchased hotspots. 
They bought laptops for middle school 
students and some computers for 
central office staff so they could work 
from home if needed.

It was found that the Chromebooks 
purchased for middle school students 
were not as sturdy as they need to be. 
The school will be buying sturdier 
Chromebooks for middle school 
students and moving the less sturdy 
ones to elementary schools where they 
won’t be taken home so much. More 
mobile computers will be purchased 
for teachers and staff that they can take 
home to work on.

The school is also going to look 
at using stimulus funds for a chiller 
at the high school. The current chiller 
(air conditioning) was rebuilt in 1992. 
Currently the high school has no 
cooling for the library (where the board 
was meeting), for the auditorium and 
for hallways. Argo said they will look at 
some new HVAC items and efficiencies 
throughout the district.

Retirements and Resignations
Cindy Baker, longtime elementary 

counselor, is retiring. Pat Countryman 
who works in the kitchen is also retiring.

Supt. Argo announced four 
resignations. Dusty Horn is resigning 
as the Ladybug basketball coach and 
as athletic director. Crystal Murrow is 
resigning as high school language arts 
teacher. Micheela Sterling is resigning 
from the Title 1 program at Washington 
school. Ryan Brandt is resigning as 
high school and middle school history 
teacher as well as instructor in the 

aeronautics program. Brandt is going 
into private business but said he might 
be able to help some if needed.

Argo said the school will have job 
openings for the next school year.

Superintendent’s Report
Alva is planning to host a 

basketball tournament in conjunction 
with Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University in December.

The high school art room 
construction is 39 percent complete and 
is expected to be finished in late May.

In May, the strategic plan will be 
reviewed and recalibrated so it can be 
resumed.

The capital improvement committee, 
part of the strategic plan, is being 
reformed. Argo said the school has been 
fortunate in recent years not to need a 
millage rate for school improvements. 
However, there will be discussed about 
what a future bond issue or investment 
in students might look like.

Legislative Changes
As Alva works on next year’s 

budget, the legislature has passed House 
Bill 2078 changing the funding formula 
for the state. Previously, schools used 
a three-year high count of students in 
their planning. Now they will be limited 
to the previous year. 

The effect of Covid on school 
numbers this year makes this more 
difficult. Argo described the situation 
as “pretty volatile,” especially since 
another piece of legislation allowing 
greater leeway on school transfers also 
passed.

Then there’s the recent decision by 
the state school board association that 
allows charter schools to be funded 
with a share of local ad valorem taxes. 

All of this will require some 
revisions to school policies. Argo said 
that he’s working with board members 
Jane McDermott and Shane Hansen on 
those revisions.

Principals Rehired
The board voted unanimously to 

renew the contracts of all principals for 
next school year. This includes Cory 
Smith, Alva High School; Stephanie 
Marteney, Alva Middle School; Jenny 
Webster, Lincoln Elementary; Alysson 
Tucker, Longfellow Elementary, and 
Shane Feely, Washington Eelementary.

Other Action

Board members approved summers 
driver’s education with instructor Steve 
Gale with a fee of $175, the same as in 
previous years. Argo said classes are 
already filling up.

A change was made to the extra 
duty pay schedule to add Kacee Adair 
as middle school track coach.

Three contracts for next school 
year were approved. Municipal 
Accounting Systems, Inc. is software 
used for payroll, accounting and 
student information. School to Work is 
a vocational rehabilitation agreement. 
Employee Evaluation Systems, Inc. 
(OKTLE) is software used for teacher 
and administrator evaluations.

The board approved a Resolution 
for Schools and Libraries Universal 
Services (E-Rate) for 2021-2022. It 
authorizes the filing of applications 
for funding. Argo said it will improve 
internet access to a couple of sites and 
allow the school to purchase some 
infrastructure needs at a discount.

After considerable discussion, 
the board voted to table an agenda 
item allowing the school attorney and 
superintendent to initiate legal action 
against the Oklahoma State Board of 
Education to address equalization of 
funding. This is a pending joint lawsuit 
to halt the change in charter school 
funding approved on March 25 and set 
to take effect July 1. Board members 
had several unanswered questions 
about the lawsuit.

From Page 6 Alva
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as other legislative issues pertinent to 
rural Oklahoma. 

Enid Day at the Capitol was held last 
week at the John Groendyke Building 
at the Wildlife Center. Participants met 
with Senate President Pro Tempore 
Greg Treat, as well as our Enid area 
legislators. About 25 people attended 
the annual event, it was good to see 
people from back home serving and 
representing their communities. 

I was also thrilled to participate 
in the Oklahoma Youth Expo’s 
Legislative Showmanship competition 
a few weeks ago during the expo in 
Oklahoma City. OYE is the world’s 
largest junior livestock show, and 
truly an impressive event that draws 
attention and praise from folks in the 
livestock industry across the nation. 
This year I was paired with McCoy 
Landwehr from the Drummond FFA 
Chapter, and he helped me show his 
heifer, Midge. Although we didn’t win 
the competition, it was a great night of 
fellowship meeting and learning from 
our young agriculturalists. No doubt the 
future of our industry is bright. 

I also headed up the Senate 
campaign to raise premium sale money 
for students who qualified for the 
OYE Sale of Champions. All in all, 
32 Senators donated funds totaling 
$4,400 to give as “bonuses” to our 
constituents that made the auction. This 
is an extremely tough sale to make – 
only approximately one percent of the 
animals entered in the show actually 
qualify for the Sale of Champions. 
Kudos to all of those students who 
made the sale, as well as those who fell 
short. I know it’s tough, but I applaud 
the hard work and perseverance it took 
to even get to the show, especially in a 
year full of uncertainty. 

I hope you enjoyed time with your 
family celebrating our risen Savior over 
the Easter holiday.

Thank you for allowing me to be 
serve as our state Senator. Please feel 
free to reach out if there is anything we 
can help you with. You can contact me 
at 405-521-5630 or via email at Roland.
Pederson@oksenate.gov. 

elections in Oklahoma and other states. 
The Constitution very clearly gives 
the authority and power to conduct 
elections to the states – not the federal 
government. If passed, H.R. 1 would 
federalize our election systems and 
void many of the laws in our state that 
ensure our safe and secure election 
process. 

We also adopted a resolution calling 
for the creation of a National Federalism 
Task Force, which would convene a 
series of summits to develop plans for 
restoring and maintaining divisions in 
the powers, roles and responsibilities of 
the federal government and the states. 
We have local and state governments for 
a reason, and I firmly believe that local 
control works best. We must fight back 
against big government and federal 
overreach that is already beginning 
under the current administration. 

Aside from our work at the 
Capitol, I’ve also been busy across the 
district. I was able to participate in a 
virtual town hall with the Northwest 
Oklahoma Alliance. We discussed 
what’s happening at the Capitol, as well 

By Senator Roland Pederson 
Since we met the March 11 deadline 

to hear Senate bills on the floor, the 
process has now 
started over, and 
we’ve been working 
on hearing House 
bills that were 
approved by their 
chamber in our 
committees. We 
must complete this 
committee work by 

our April 8 deadline. 
While we’ve been focusing on 

our committees, we’ve also adopted 
a few resolutions off the floor. While 
resolutions don’t hold the weight of 
law, they are statement pieces that show 
the will of the majority of the legislative 
body. As you can imagine, most of 
these resolutions have revolved around 
state’s rights and federal overreach by 
the current presidential administration. 

We adopted a resolution urging 
the U.S. Senate to reject H.R.1, 
the “For the People Act of 2021,” 
which would threaten the integrity of 

Senate Review

Senate passes resolution to reject 
the For the People Act of 2021
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According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following 
individuals have been charged. An 
individual is innocent of any charges 
listed below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is a matter 
of public record and may be obtained 
by anyone during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The Alva 
Review-Courier will not intentionally 
alter or delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in this 
newspaper.

Misdemeanor Filings
Sara Lynn Churchill, Dacoma, 55, 

has been charged with driving a motor 
vehicle while under the influence of 
drugs ($497.75).

Levi Quenton Bailey, Carmen, 
29, has been charged with possession 
of controlled dangerous substance 
and unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia ($628).

Monica Holland, no location, 23, 
has been charged with distribution 

of controlled dangerous substance-
including possession with intent to 
distribute ($628).

Civil Filings
Sportsmans Club Inc. and 

Sportsman Country Club vs. Josephine 
L. Halloran: quite title ($164.14).

George Leatherman and Glen 
Leatherman vs. Oklahoma Tax 
Commission, Oklahoma City: lost title 
($68).

Will Vest Gwinn, Helena vs. OTC/
Motor vehicle division, Oklahoma 
City: lost title ($68).

Devin James Hamlin, Alva 
vs. OTC/Motor vehicle division, 
Oklahoma City: lost title ($68).

Divorce Filings
David Alejandro Garcia vs. Anica 

Renee Garcia: divorce ($262.14).
Traffic Filings

Katherine Laqueta Cuglietta, San 
Jose, California, has been cited for 
speeding 16-20 mph over the speed 
limit ($279).

Arnis Kokis, Owasom, has been 

cited for speeding 15 mph over the 
speed limit ($264).

Zachary T. Muir, Moore, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Brayden Randall Ralph, Rogers, 
Arkansas, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit ($100).

Triston Scott Cayot, Alva, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Michael A. Garrison, Thomas, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Derek M. Whittington, Enid, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Chase Cochran, Phoenix, Arizona, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit ($100).

The following individuals have 
been cited for not wearing a seatbelt 
($20): Dennis Leon Schwerdtfeger, 
Alva; Jerrod R. Grantz, Palestine, 
Texas; Justin W. Carr, Westville; and 
Hannah Joann Arndt, Alva

Alfalfa County court filings

Tuesday, March 30, 2021
During this day there were two 

traffic stops.
12:13 p.m. – Welfare check needed 

for a friend whose phone has been busy 
since the day before.

2:15 p.m. – Report of a fire on 
Latimer Road and County Road (CR) 
700.

4:34 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female who needed to be taken to the 
hospital. Medic took patient to Share 
Medical Center in Alva.

7:15 p.m. – Report of a grass fire 5 
miles south of Helena.

Wednesday, March 31, 2021
During this day there were two 

traffic stops.
Thursday, April 1, 2021

During this day there were two 
traffic stops.

6:01 a.m. – Alarm went off at Great 
Salt Plains Health Center. All was 
okay.

12:22 p.m. – Caller advised his 
bank gave his stimulus check to his 
girlfriend without his permission and 
wanted to talk to the sheriff.

9:57 p.m. – Share Medical Center 
advised of a child bitten by a dog in 
Cherokee.

Friday, April 2, 2021
9:03 a.m. – Caller advised his truck 

had been stolen.
1:45 p.m. – Report of a grass fire on 

the state line.
4:50 p.m. – Medic needed for a 

male with chest pains. Medic took 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

8:09 p.m. – Report of girls in a golf 

cart screaming things at him.
9:19 p.m. – Report of an animal 

complaint. Citation issued for animal 
at large.

10:55 p.m. – Medic needed for 
female having trouble breathing in 
Goltry. Medic took patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

Saturday, April 3, 2021
During this day there was one 

traffic stop.
5:03 p.m. – Report of a male with 

children broken down on the side of the 
road. Advised he took them to Kiowa. 
Advising the male’s story sounded 
weird.

Sunday, April 4, 2021
During this day there was one 

traffic stop.
2:23 p.m. – Caller advised there 

were five hypodermic needles lying on 
the ground adjacent to the directory by 
the chain link fence at the cemetery.

Monday, April 5, 2021
1:29 a.m. – Medic needed for a 

female with chest pains. Medic gook 
the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs
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Animals and Pets
For Sale

12 pairs-3 year Black Cows 
with calves by their side. Roger 
Allen 580-748-0370

Angus Bulls for Sale.
Armbruster Cattle Co. Sires 
Represented-LD Capitalist 316, 
SAV Renown, Colburn Primo. 
BSE Tested. Ready to go. Alan 
Armbruster 580-748-2828

Automotive
For Sale

2005 29ft Winnebago Motor 
Home. 2 slides. Lots of extras. 
$25,500. Big gas engine. 580-
327-5054

Business Services
Hercules Tires

Get up to $70 prepaid Visa Card 
on select Hercules passenger 
and SUV tires. Free road hazard 
protection that offers free 
replacement for any Hercules 
brand passenger and light truck 
tire for two years or the first 
50% of tread life. Call us today 
to improve your ride. Garnett’s 
Conoco. 580-327-2691

Employment

Help Wanted
Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 
Alva, OK now hiring for front 
desk all shifts & housekeeping. 
Please apply at hotel, 1230 E 
Okla Blvd or call 580-327-1400

Help Wanted
Part-Time station help for 
mornings and afternoons. More 
hours over the summer. Pick-
Up application at Garnett Oil 
Co./Conoco. 580-327-2691

Help Wanted
Free room, utilities & WiFi, 
small salary. 580-327-4000

Farm Supplies
Premium Prairie Grass

Hay. Fertilized and sprayed for 
weeds & Johnson Grass. Horse 
or starter calf quality. 4ft x 6ft 
round bales. $90 per ton or $60 
per bale. Delivery available. 
580-542-8559

Farm Seed For Sale
Call today to reserve your Feed 
Seed, Milo & Soybeans while 
supplies last at discounted 
prices. Delivery & Financing 
available. Bush Seed Co. 580-
430-5801

SUMMER SAFETY
LLooookk  OOuutt......TThhee  KKiiddss  AArree  OOuutt!!
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Straw
2 wired. Kiowa, KS. $6-bale 
delivered. 580-829-3090

Garage Sales
Estate Sale

Richard and Jo Root. 212 N 
Ohio. Cherokee, OK. April 
9 & 10, 8am-5pm. Cash 
only! Washer, dryer, couch, 
recliners, full bedroom suite, 
daybed, freezer, tables & 
chairs, king size bed, desk, 
end tables, sewing machine, 
jewelry, material, sewing 
stuff, pots & pans, Rose 
dishware, Oak buffet, Oak 
Captains chairs, dressers, 
chest of drawers, table saw, 
radial armsaw, air compressor, 
welder, much more

Estate Sale
1205 5th St., Alva. Fri 10am-
6pm. Sat 9am-5pm. 2 display 
cabinets, collectibles & other 
household items

Living Estate Sale
(O’Neil) April 17, 2021, 8am-
1pm. 723 Maple St., Alva. See 
some items on Facebook

Lawn Services
Let It Grow Lawn Care

Mowing season is here! 
Mowing services which 
includes edging & weed 
eating, flowerbed cleanup, 
leaf removal, bush pruning, 
tree & trim control. Please call 
for free estimate. 15+ years 
experience with references. 
580-430-9992

Miscellaneous
For Sale

7 Toning Tables. 580-474-
2319

Annual Meeting
of the Keith Cemetery 
Association will be April 13 
at 7 p.m. at Burlington Fire 
Station

Real Estate
Apartment for Rent

New 2bdrm. Washer & Dryer, 
Refrig. 580-327-7893

For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-
430-1003

Alfalfa County commissioners 
hold executive session
 By Stacy Sanborn

The Alfalfa County 
commissioners held an executive 
session during their meeting 
this past Monday – the first in 
several years. Last week, the 
three men – Marvin Woodall, 
Jay Hague and Mike Roach took 
no action on an agenda item 
that attracted a full gallery. The 
item was regarding the possible 
hiring of a head maintenance and 
custodial person. This week, the 

commissioners decided to retake 
no action after meeting one-on-
one with a couple of employees 
during the executive session. 

Before that, the meeting 
started as it usually does with 
approving maintenance and 
operation warrants for payment 
and blanket purchase orders. 
Monthly appropriations, 
the allocation of the alcohol 

 See Session Page 39
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 146 page 40: HMS 

Ranch, LLC, and Camille A. 
Colle and Dennis E. Colle, unto 
SC Generations, LLC. The south 
half of the southwest quarter of 
section 14; The south half of the 
southeast quarter of section 15; 
a strip of land 330 feet wide off 
of the south side of section 21; 
General warranty deed.

Book 146 page 42: Camille 
A. Colle and Dennis E. Colle, 
wife and husband, unto SC 
Generations LLC. The northeast 
quarter and the south half of the 
southeast quarter and the south 
half of the southeast quarter 
of section 28, and except that 
Seller shall retain a life estate in 
the south half of the northwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter 
of section 28, consisting of 20 
acres more or less, for the life 
of Dennis E. Colle and Camille 
A. Colle and after the death of 
Dennis E. Colle and Camille A. 
Colle, should vest in purchaser 
or its heirs, successors and 
assigns All in township 31 south, 
range 11 west of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. General 
warranty deed.

Book 146 page 44: HMS 
Ranch, LLC, Camille A. Colle 
and Dennis E. Colle, wife and 
husband, unto SC Generations 
LLC. The southwest quarter of 
the southwest quarter of section 
28, and the northwest quarter of 
the northwest quarter of section 
33, all in township 31 south, 
range 11 West of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. General 
warranty deed.

Book 146 page 46: Stephen 
T. Abbott and Ruth Abbott, 
husband and wife, unto Barber 
County 2020. The southwest 

quarter of section 23, township 
34 south, range 10 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 48: Randall W. 
Robbins, unto JTS Investments, 
LLC. Commencing at a point 
of the south line of said outlet 
25, 10 feet east of the northwest 
corner of block G in the Town 
Company’s Addition to the 
City of Kiowa, Barber County, 
Kansas. Special warranty deed.

Book 146 page 52: Cecil 
R. Cunningham and Karen 
Cunningham, husband and wife, 
unto Cecil R. Cunningham and 
Karen M, Cunningham as trustees 
of the Cecil R. Cunningham and 
Karen M Cunningham Trust. The 
southeast quarter of the southeast 
quarter of section 9, township 3 
south, range 12 west of the 6th 
PM. Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 55: Janet L. 
Lenoard, a widow, unto Natasha 
Ordonio. Lots 42, 44, 46, block 3 
McClearey’s Second Addition to 
the City of Medicine Lodge. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 146 page 56: Jenny 
Silcott, a single person, unto 
Teresa Rogge, Merceds Rogge, 
Trevor Rogge. Lots 6 and 7 in 
block 91 in the City of Hardtner, 
Barber County, Kansas. Joint 
tenancy quit claim deed.

Book 146 page 57: Russell 
and Melody Varnado, unto 
James A. Eller and Donna Eller, 
husband and wife. Lots 1, 2, 
and 3 in block 80 in the Town 
Company’s Addition to the 
City of Kiowa, Barber County, 
Kansas. Joint tenancy warranty 
deed.

Mortgages

Barber County real 
estate transactions

 See Barber Page 38
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining, carry out meals and de-
livery. Please call 327-1822 until noon 
the day before to order. Meals will be 
ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person 
meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining, carry out meals and de-
livery. Please call 327-1822 until noon 
the day before to order. Meals will be 
ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person 
meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 

in Alva is open every day except     Mon-
day.

Book 241 page 262: SC Generations, 
LLC, to Farm Services Agency. The 
southwest quarter of the southwest 
quarter of section 28 and the northwest 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section 
33, township 31 south, range 11 West 
of the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Note: $33,750.00.

Book 241 page 294: Sharon B. 
Kimmell, to Quicken Loans. All of lots 
1, 2, and 3, and the north half of lots 
10, 11, and 12, in block 169 in the town 
company’s addition to the City of Kiowa, 
together with that portion of the vacated 
alley which attached to said lots by reason 
of vacation. Note: $63,697.00.

Book 241 page 314: Timothy Gress 
Dawson, to Farm Credit Services of 

America. The east half of the northeast 
quarter and the southeast quarter of the 
southwest quarter and the southeast 
quarter of section 25 and the northeast 
quarter and the east half of the northwest 
quarter and the northeast quarter of the 
southwest quarter and the north half 
of the southeast quarter of section 36, 
township 32 south, range 12 west of the 
6yth PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$300,000.00.

Book 241 page 322: Steven Kermit 
and Tammy Kermit, husband and wife, to 
American AgCredit. The east half of the 
east half of section 33, and the west half 
of the west half of section 34, township 
30 south, range 11 west of 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kansas. Note: $370,000.00.

Domestic Filings
Amanda Nicole Olson vs. Terry C. 

Olson: marriage dissolution/divorce. 
Dacia D. Doman vs. Lance L. 

Sparkman: marriage dissolution/
divorce.

Traffic Filings
Amanda Watson Fekany has been 

cited for maximum speed limits ($165).
Carl Ray Gibson has been cited for 

maximum speed limits ($207).
Maranda M. Hacker has been cited 

for maximum speed limits ($153).
Colleen Frances Huber has been 

cited for maximum speed limits ($267).

Kent Michael Korte has been cited 
for maximum speed limits ($213).

Malaria Catherine Rausch has been 
cited for maximum speed limits ($213).

Cary Miller Roundree has been cited 
for maximum speed limits ($183).

Ty Logan Sticker has been cited for 
failure to wear a seatbelt ($30).

William K. Wilburn has been cited 
for licensee to be carried and exhibited 
on demand ($353).

Cheyenne Aracely Ibarra has been 
cited for maximum speed limits ($201).

Christina Marie Shinaut has been 
cited for maximum speed limits ($183).

Barber County court filings

From Page 37 Barber
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By Rep. Carl Newton 
As a state representative I’m afforded 

some truly great opportunities. Monday, 
March 29, was one of 
those occasions. 

I was invited to 
attend a ceremony at 
the Oklahoma History 
Center to dedicate the 
new outdoor “Tip of 
the Spear” exhibit as 
part of the National 
Vietnam Veterans 

Day 2021 observance. The exhibit 
features a Huey helicopter poised atop 
a representation of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial – The Wall – in Washington, 
D.C. The Huey is one of the most 
recognizable images of the Vietnam 
War. The Wall is a stark reminder of 
the more than 58,000 lives lost among 
U.S. servicemen and women – 988 from 
Oklahoma – in what was one of the 

longest wars in our nation’s history. 
Later, we recognized several 

Vietnam veterans on the House floor 
and adopted a resolution recognizing 
and honoring the service and sacrifice of 
all Oklahomans who served in this war. 
All of this coincided with the nationwide 
celebration of Vietnam War Veterans 
Day.

It’s sad to remember the way 
our young men and women veterans 
were treated upon returning home 
from this war just for doing their duty 
for their country. Many were treated 
disrespectfully and inappropriately and 
oftentimes ridiculed for completing the 
service expected of them. This was due 
in large part to the political climate at the 
time and the unpopularity of the war, but 
there is never an excuse to dishonor the 
service and sacrifice of a veteran. 

Personally, I would like to say thank 
you to these veterans for their service 

and dedication to our nation, and I would 
like to say welcome home. You have 
become a crucial part of what makes our 
nation and our state great. 

It also was pointed out during this 
presentation that more than 3 million 
Vietnamese relocated to the U.S. during 
and after the war, affording them the 
chance to live in freedom and to care 
for their families and become part of 
our neighborhoods and communities. 
To this community, I also say welcome 
home. 

We can’t erase the mistakes of the 
past, but we can work to mend what is 
broken, heal what is hurting and restore 
what was lost. 

As always, please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions. 
You may reach me by email at carl.
newton@okhouse.gov, or phone me at 
405-557-7339. May God bless you and 
the State of Oklahoma. 

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

Vietnam veterans honored on House floor

beverage tax, officer reports, court clerk 
records management and preservation 
monthly report, and monthly highway 
expenditures garnered approval 
signatures as well. 

After those approvals, Ryan 
Kirkpatrick was approved to be 
Alfalfa County’s first deputy to the 
assessor. The following agenda item 
was a declaration of surplus for two 
2025CP laser color printers - Invoice 
no. H220 100.33, Serial no. JPBFRl 
0802; Invoice no. H220 100.39, Serial 
no. CNGSC72340; a printer LSR PRO 
M541DN Color (Invoice no. H220 
100.43, Serial no. CNDF263551); and 
a solid oak door (Invoice no. H221 
100.00). 

The commissioners signed 
resolutions for the disposal of that 
equipment. Lastly, the men signed the 
bridge inspection invoice and report of 
conference for all three districts.

Appropriations
Assessor Revolving $335
Assessor Visual $3.05
Cash EM Grant $1.86
Cash HST Districts $26,583.48

Cash 911 Sales Tax $12,020.38
County Clerk Preservation $1,462.14
County Clerk $506.26
Court Clerk Rec Management $159.75
Alfalfa County Election Board $140
EMS 522-ST $343.36
Enhanced 911 $6,973.47
Fair Arena Sales Tax $11,070.31
General Govt-St $23,116.06
Highway $248,575.57
Highway Cash T-5 $175,000
Highway T-8 $18,035.77
Highway District 1 T-2A $23,690.61
Highway T-2A $186,660.99
Highway Cash District 2 T-1A $

Highway Cash District 2 T-2A $
Highway Cash District 3 T-2A $278.78
Jet Responders $93.37
Sales Tax Health $58,165.83
Sheriff BOF $215.37
Sheriff Cash $3,213.95
Sheriff Revolving $50.24
Treasurer $75

Alcoholic Beverage Tax:
Aline $423.52; Amorita $75.70; 

Burlington $311; Byron $71.61; Carmen 
$726.35; Cherokee $3,064.98; Goltry 
$509.47; Helena $2,870.60; Jet $435.81; 
Lambert $12.28

Total: $8,501.32

From Page 36 Session
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