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By Stacy Sanborn
The Alfalfa County commissioners 

had a short agenda Monday but spent 
quite a bit of time discussing the 
potential allocation of funds from the 
federal government’s American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA). Oklahoma received 
$1.9 billion to be used on water, sewer 
and broadband infrastructure. 

Cherokee City Manager Mike Jones 
attended the meeting, formally asking 
Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague and Mike 
Roach for 10 percent of the county’s 
ARPA funds to help with water projects 
in Cherokee. Jones said it would cost 
$13.3 million to redo water lines and 
build a new water tower. He said 100 
percent of what the City gets from ARPA 
would be applied to that project and that 
he is even willing to finance 20 percent 
of that. 

“We’re willing to take on a huge 
deficit of our own if we can convince the 
state that we need that,” Jones said. 

He said he has corresponded 
with Oklahoma State Senator Casey 
Murdock, who encouraged him to apply 
individually and as a group. (Major, 
Woods and Alfalfa counties may come 
together to write one large grant.) 

The city manager said Cherokee’s 
water lines were constructed in 1932, and 
some are even asbestos-cement pipes. 
An even more significant percentage 
is old iron lines that need replacing. 
With upgrades, water distribution will 
improve because there is untraceable 
water loss, he said. 

Cherokee City manager asks 
Alfalfa County commissioners 
for ARPA funds

Based on conversations with 
Oklahoma legislators, Roach said he 
believes that the funds would probably 
have a better chance of being approved 
if the counties applied together. He said 
he recommends applying both ways, 
though, as Sen. Murdock suggested. 

Northern Oklahoma Development 
Authority is spearheading grant 
writing, which will cut costs in 
hiring someone to do it. Another 
advantage is NODA understands 
grant deadlines. Time is of the 
essence, and to make sure each 
municipality in Alfalfa County has 
a chance to communicate its needs, 
commissioners set a meeting date 
for Wednesday (the day of this 
publication) at 7 p.m. at City Hall. 

Jones said he recently reached out 
to all the city administrators to get 
all hands on deck but to no avail. The 
county’s emergency manager, Shana 
Smallwood, offered help to contact them. 

County Clerk Laneta Schwerdtfeger 
reminded the group that the board of 
commissioners is responsible for the 
money distribution and that all their 
usual statutes apply. 

After much discussion, Woodall, 
Hague, and Roach made it clear that 
they are willing to participate and would 
take great care to distribute the money 
equally between all municipalities in 
Alfalfa County. The three men said a 
resolution for ARPA fund allocations 
would be on next week’s agenda. 

Other business items addressed in the 
meeting were the approvals of previous 
meeting minutes, payroll warrants, 
M&O payment warrants, and one blanket 
purchase order. Lastly, two signature 
corrections were approved: one on the 
Project Agreement and Resolution for 
District 1 for bridge and approaches on 
NS 252 over Little Mule Creek Project 
#J3-5415(004)RB and State Job Piece 
#35415(04). The other was for Project 
Agreement and Resolution for District 2 
for bridge and approaches on NS 2550 
at 0315 for DDIR 0820-02-01 Project 
#J3-5426(004)RB and State Job Piece 
#35426(04). 

A complete video recording of this 
meeting can be found under the Videos 
tab on www.AlvaReviewCourier.com.
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By Marione Martin
It happens once a year in the state, 

the Bedlam football game between 
OU and OSU. This year both teams 

had an outside shot 
at a berth in the 
College Football 
Playoff. Oklahoma 
State had already 
clinched a spot in the 
Big 12 title game, 
but a loss would 
end the Cowboys’ 
national title hopes. 
Oklahoma has won 
six straight Big 

12 titles, but would be out of the 
conference title game with a loss to 
Oklahoma State and a Baylor win over 
Texas Tech (Baylor won).

This year Bedlam was at Boone 
Pickens Stadium in Stillwater. My 
daughter Marisa was lamenting the loss 
of a chance to attend. She and husband 
Darrel had two tickets to the game. 
Darrel is a big OSU fan, and Marisa who 
works at OSU is also a Cowboys fan.

Marisa had to miss the game because 
my youngest granddaughter Addie 
recently had surgery. It was scheduled 
for September but was delayed due to 
Covid. This meant Marisa had to stay 
home to care for her. Darrel took his 
dad to the game. Darrel’s brother is a 
big OU fan, but their dad doesn’t seem 
to take sides.

Saturday night as we finished the 

Sunday Alva Review-Courier, a couple 
of employees were following the game 
on their cellphones. When I left, OU 
was in the lead. At home, I turned on 
the TV in time to see about the last ten 
minutes of the fourth quarter. The game 
turned when Oklahoma’s Eric Gray 
muffed a punt, and OSU recovered at 
the OU five. Jaylen Warren punched it 
in from the one to give OSU a 37-33 
lead with 8:54 remaining. 

OU got the ball one last time 
at its 20-yard line with 54 seconds 
remaining and no timeouts. Caleb 
Williams scrambled and ran 56 yards 
to put the Sooners in scoring range. 
OSU’s Collin Oliver sacked Williams 
on fourth down at the OSU 32 with 
eight seconds remaining, setting off a 
wild celebration. Fans clad in orange 
and black poured onto the field to 
celebrate as the sound system blared 
songs like “Friends in Low Places” by 
Garth Brooks and “All I Do is Win” by 
DJ Khaled.

The last time OSU beat OU in the 
bedlam game was in 2014, and Cowboys 
fans were due a celebration. The win 
moved OSU up two spots to No. 5 
nationally in the Associated Press poll 
while the Sooners fell to No. 13.

Marisa attempted to call Darrel 
after the game to get his reaction, 
but the call didn’t go through. That’s 
because Darrel was getting another 
call, this one from his daughter Jessica. 
A senior at OSU, she was among the 

fans who headed to the football field to 
celebrate. There was an obstacle in the 
way, a 6 foot retaining wall. Among 
others, Jessica jumped from the wall, 
but she landed badly and broke her 
right ankle. One fan broke both legs.

Darrel and his dad caught up with her 
as she received triage by paramedicas 
in the tunnels beneath the stadium. She 
was one of many fans injured in their 
rush to the field. It was even worse 
at the Stillwater emergency room. 
Jessica, her father and grandfather sat 
in the hallway waiting for five hours 
with no painkillers or other treatment. 
There was an earlier more urgent 
medical emergency that added to the 
delay, and the place was congested 
with injured football fans. At home in 
Ponca City, Marisa also didn’t sleep 
much as she kept checking for updates. 

Sunday morning, Marisa and 
Darrel took turns making runs to get 
prescriptions filled and to find crutches. 
They couldn’t find any crutches quite 
tall enough for Jessica, but at least she 
was able to hobble to the bathroom. 
Darrel learned he needed her driver’s 
license to fill one prescription so that 
added another trip.

I arrived around lunchtime Sunday 
to find Jessica camped out in the 
living room, and Addie resting in her 
bedroom. Jessica currently has an 
apartment in Stillwater, but it is up a 
flight of stairs. She also can’t drive 
because it’s her right ankle that’s 
broken.

After a thrown-together lunch of 
leftover pizza and pie, Darrel drove 
to Stillwater where another daughter 
gathered clothes from Jessica’s 
apartment. Darrel also had to retrieve 
Jessica’s car from the stadium. 

Meanwhile, Marisa has made a 
medication schedule. There’s a chart 
for Addie and one for Jessica. Some 
pills are every four hours, some once 
a day, etc. She’s also set up alarms on 
her cellphone.

While we chatted, Marisa and I 
put together a shower chair. Addie 
was ordered not to shower for a week 
after surgery so she’s eager for that 
privilege. Jessica wants a shower, 
too. Marisa is trying to figure out the 
logistics.

Marisa got online to contact OSU 

There was bedlam after the game, too

Fans rush onto the field after OSU wins the bedlam game against OU Saturday.  See Bedlam Page 8
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 See Burlington Page 8

By Yvonne Miller 
President Terry Graham called 

the morning November meeting of 
the Burlington Board of Education to 
order with three other board members 
present: Robert Hill, April Kisling and 
Aaron Smith. Others attending included 
Superintendent Kevin Brown, Jr/Sr High 
Principal Gerrett Spears and Minutes 
Clerk Tracy Granados. Lindsey Callison 
attended as a guest.

Superintendent Brown reported that 
the court hearing for the Targa (oil and 
gas) tax protest on Wednesday, Nov. 17 
was moved to 1:30 p.m. After the hearing, 
Brown said the judge ruled, allowing the 
protest to be upheld. The superintendent 
told the Newsgram, “Burlington School 
is losing approximately a million dollars 
a year in actual money through all the 
protests combined.”

He discussed plans to gravel the 
empty lot south of the main school 
building and utilize it for parking for 
basketball games, programs and other 
special events.

Brown told of the school’s 

preparedness if they need to switch to 
distance learning for illness or inclement 
weather. They’ll hold a “virtual day” 
Friday, Dec. 10. This will allow teachers 
to assess which students have access 
to internet and those who need work 
delivered. It will also help determine any 
challenges or adjustmentss that need to 
be made. 

The superintendent said someone 
is interested in possibly renting out a 
garage on school property that is not 
being used currently. The board decided 
to get the garage cleaned out first and 
then consider renting it.

Burlington School Board Action
Kassandra Kuns received the board’s 

approval as assistant director of the 
daycare. Brown said that Kuns comes 
to Burlington from Alva where she was 
daycare director at Beadles Daycare. 

Employee stipends for the 2021-22 
school year were tabled. The board did 
approve stipends for full-time contracted 
certified and support staff. The 2022 
board meeting dates were approved with 
the recommended changes.

Regarding a possible vote on SB 783 
and Open Transfer Policy FE, the board 
voted to table until the December 2021 
meeting. The Open Transfer law must be 
in place as of Jan. 1, 2022.

The board approved the October 
2021 activity report.

The following encumbrances, change 
orders and warrants were approved as 
follows: General Fund Encumbrances 
170-184 for $20,407.45, Change orders 
for (-$190.10) and Warrants 388-482 for 
$212,399.35; Building Fund Warrant 
8 for $554.26; and Child Nutrition 
Encumbrance 14 for $1,000.00 and 
Warrants 40-55 for $10,681.81. 

Burlington School and Community 
Music Program 

and FFA Tree Lighting Dec. 16
Everyone is invited to celebrate 

the Christmas season with Burlington 
School for a “Music Program and FFA 
Tree Lighting,” Thursday, Dec. 16. 
The evening begins at 5:30 p.m. with a 
Lion’s Club meal served in the bus barn. 
The library book fair fundraiser will be 
happening in the bus barn during the 
meal.

At 6:50 p.m. the attention moves to 
Purple Park. The FFA plans a Christmas 
Tree Lighting and “Surprise Reveal.” 
The Music Program begins at 7 in Purple 
Park. The program will move to the bus 
barn if inclement weather occurs.
Principal Spears Presents Update on 

Student Activities 
Principal Spears apprised the board 

of the many activities and achievements 
of elementary, junior and senior high 
students. 

Burlington’s FFA attended the 
national convention, where senior 
Kayli Stewart was selected to sing in 
the National FFA Choir. Stewart had to 
audition for the position. 

Burlington School still awaits 
tax protest money as do all 
schools in Alfalfa County
• Christmas program and FFA tree lighting Thursday, Dec. 16 
• Daycare assistant director hired
• Senior Kayli Stewart participates in the National FFA Choir
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From Page 4  Bedlam
about Jesscia’s injury and absence 
from classes. They will also have to get 
Jessica to a local doctor for a referral to 
an orthopedist and probable surgery.

Luckily, Marisa is on FMLA leave 
from her job. However, she’s to start 
back working from home soon. Now 
she’s wondering if she’ll need to try for 
an additional FMLA leave because of 
Jessica’s likely surgery. 

Meanwhile, OSU is scheduled for a 
playoff against No. 9 Baylor in the Big 
12 title game. For extra information 
and discussion about OSU sports, my 
daughter pointed me to the Pistols 
Firing blog and the Pistols Firing 
Facebook page. OU fans may wish to 
avoid those.

OSU and OU are finished with 
Bedlam for this year, and fans wonder 
how many more there will be with OU 
planning to join the SEC. 

The Bedlam football game may 
be over, but bedlam continues in my 
daughter’s household.

Triage beneath the stadium stabilised 
Jessica’s ankle before her father took 
her to the ER.

The BHS Elks teams started their 
season against Cimarron with “a 
decisive win by the girls and a loss 
in a tough battle by the boys,” Spears 
said. The junior high basketball teams 
played in the Cherokee tournament 
where the boys placed fourth and “the 
girls worked hard but did not place.” 
The elementary basketball teams 
played in the Cherokee tournament 
with the girls taking fourth.

The sixth-grade class attended the 
career fair at Northwest Technology 
Center in Alva on Friday, Nov. 19. 

“Read with Parents” will be held 
Tuesday, Dec. 14, from 7:30 to 8 a.m. 
in the auditorium where Christmas 
decorations will be made for the tree 

lighting Dec. 16. The kids will get a visit 
from Santa. 

Students who achieve their second-
quarter Accelerated Reader (AR) 
goal will be rewarded with nachos on 
Wednesday, Dec. 15. Students who 
made their AR for both the first and 
second quarters will go bowling in Alva 
Tuesday, Dec. 14. School librarian Ms. 
Andrews will host a book fair Dec. 13-
17.

This month’s Character Education 
character trait is “contentment.”

Robotics won two awards at the 
Heartland BEST (Boosting Engineering 
Science & Technology) competition held 
at NWOSU – best robot and the BEST 
overall award. Their achievements 

qualified them to compete in the Denver 
BEST Regional Championship on Dec. 
11-12 where the top 25 teams from eight 
hubs get the opportunity to compete. The 
board approved the trip, wished the team 
the best of luck and thanked sponsors 
Mrs. Newlin and Mrs. McCullough. 

Counselor Gayle McNett held a 
FASFA night for parents to assist with 
college planning. She also organized 
Red Ribbon Week that was the last 
week of October. Spears said there was 
great participation in dress-up days and 
activities throughout the week. 

The Veteran’s Day Assembly had 
great community turn-out and Ofiu put 
together a wonderful program for all to 
enjoy.

From Page 6 Burlington

By Marione Martin
The Woods County commissioners 

had a very short meeting Monday. 
Present were commissioners Randy 
McMurphy, John Smiley and David 
Hamil and County Clerk Shelley Reed.

The commissioners took action to 
establish two new funds recommended 
by the auditor. The Sheriff Forfeiture 
fund will separate out money from 
forfeitures that had been deposited in 
the drug task force fund. Payroll for the 
court clerk’s office had been included in 
the court clerk revolving fund. It will be 
separated out into the new Court Clerk 
payroll fund.

The commissioners also approved 
warrants, claims and blanket purchase 
orders.

Woods County 
commissioners 
have brief meeting
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By Yvonne Miller 
The Thanksgiving turkey has been 

gobbled up. Temperatures are freezing 
overnight. It’s almost time for football 
bowl games. Now it’s time for jingle 
bells, Christmas candy and carols, 
shopping for gifts and celebrating the 
birth of Jesus Christ. 

The Kiowa Chamber of Commerce 
invites you to their annual Christmas in 
the Heartland event this Sunday, Dec. 
5. Starting at 1:30 p.m., go downtown 
and you’ll find Christmas cheer in the 

downtown stores and at the community 
building where local vendors will have 
unique items for you to peruse and 
purchase as gifts. The Kiowa Historical 
Society will have a bake sale in the 
community building. 

All of you who like to make chili, and 
think yours is pretty good, are encouraged 
to enter the chili cookoff. Bring your pot 
of chili in to the community building at 
1:30 p.m. Randy Robbins is in charge 
of the chili cookoff for the chamber. 
Judging begins at 2 p.m. Members of 

the public are the judges. For $5 you can 
taste everyone’s chili and then have a 
bowl of your favorite. To vote, you drop 
a bean in the jar in front of your favorite 
chili pot. 

Everyone is invited to a free showing 
of the movie “Elf”at the Chief Theater at 3 
p.m. Right after the movie, children need 
to bring their Christmas list to see Santa 
and get their picture with him at the Chief 
Theater. Bring your own camera.

Bundle up for the Lighted Christmas 
Parade that starts at 5:30 p.m.

See Santa, sample 
simmering chili, shop
• Kiowa’s Christmas in the Heartland Sunday afternoon
• Free Movie, “Elf,” 3:30 p.m. at Chief Theater
• Lighted Christmas Parade at 5:30 p.m.
• Vendor show at community building, shop downtown merchants
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 See Obits Page 18

Obituaries
JERRY ROBERT BLEVINS

Jerry Robert Blevins was born 
on November 10, 1940, in Amorita, 
Oklahoma, the son of Robert Hugh 
Blevins and Vinita A (Holden) Blevins. 

Vinita died when 
Jerry was 18 months 
old. Robert married 
Opal Winans when 
Jerry was 4 years old. 
Opal was the only 
mother Jerry knew.

Jerry passed 
from this life on 
November 28, 2021, 
at the age of 81 years 

in Kiowa, Kansas. Jerry was raised in 
Amorita and graduated from Attica High 
School in 1958. Jerry married Victoria 
A (Doherty) Blevins on July 30, 1960, 
in Cherokee, Oklahoma. They made 
their home in Kiowa, Kansas, and Jerry 
worked for Wheatland Service. To this 
union, two children were born: Cheris 
M (Blevins) Coggins and E. Robert 
“Bob” Blevins. They moved to Wichita, 
Kansas, in 1964, where he worked for 
KT Oil and Fina. Jerry spent most of his 
life working in the refined fuel, oil and 
propane industry. He started his own 
small business in 1972 in Amorita. In 
1978, Jerry and Vicki diversified their 
small business to Kiowa, Kansas, later 
selling the Amorita business to focus on 
Kiowa and Anthony, Kansas. 

Jerry was a member of the Knights 
of Columbus, Kiowa Lions Club, 
Cosmos Lodge #278, Kansas and 
Oklahoma Propane Associations, 
and various others. Jerry loved going 
fishing, hunting, spending time with 
family, working his yard, tending his 
goats, and working at the ranch. He kept 
a daily journal of happenings in his life 
and with his family, which the family 
will cherish forever. 

Jerry was proceeded in death by 
Vinita A (Holden) Blevins, Robert H. 
and Opal Blevins, and Edward and 
Dorothy Doherty.  

He is survived by his wife, Victoria, 
of the home; daughter, Cheris M. 
Coggins and husband, Charles L. 
Coggins of Anthony, Kansas; son, 
E. Robert Blevins and wife, Kim 
A. Blevins of Kiowa, Kansas; his 
siblings, Judy (Carl) Martin of Texas; 

John (Connie) Blevins of Kansas, Jim 
(Beverly) Blevins, of Oklahoma, Jack 
(Jenett) Blevins of Oklahoma; five 
grandchildren, Tyler (Kelsi) Blevins of 
Kansas; Blake (Margo) Harris of West 
Virginia, Hope (Brett) Foltz of Kansas; 
Christopher Coggins of Missouri, and 
Caitlin Coggins of Kansas; five great-
grandchildren, Addison and Tucker 
Blevins of Kansas; Ava and Mack Foltz 
of Kansas, and Elle Harris of West 
Virginia.

Funeral mass will be Friday, 
December 3, 2021, at 10 a.m. at St. John 
the Apostle Catholic Church in Kiowa, 
Kansas.  Viewing will be Thursday from 
10 a.m. until 7 p.m. with family present 
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Burial will be at 
Riverview Cemetery with arrangements 
by Lanman Funeral Home Inc. of Kiowa. 
Online condolences may be made at 
www.lanmanmemorials.com.  

Memorials may be given to the 
church or Kiowa District Hospital 
through the funeral home.

BILLY DEAN McCONKEY
Funeral service for Billy Dean 

McConkey, 75, of Fairview, Oklahoma, 
were held at 2 p.m., Monday, 
November 29, 2021, at the Fairview 

Mennonite Brethren 
Church followed 
by burial in the 
Fairview Cemetery. 
Arrangements are 
by Fairview Funeral 
Home, Inc.

Billy Dean 
McConkey was born 
June 8, 1946, in 
Alva, Oklahoma, to 

Thomas Edison and Vulah Verl (Smith) 
McConkey and passed away Tuesday, 
November 23, 2021, in his home north 
of Fairview. Billy grew up in Alva 
attending school there. At a young age 
his father died and his mother married 
Carl Paxton who became his dad and 
finished raising him. On April 5, 1966, 
he joined the United States Army 

KATHRYN L. HELMS
Kathryn L. Helms died on the 

morning of November 24, 2021, in 
Tampa, Florida, after an arduous and 

heroic battle with 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Born in Alva, 
Oklahoma, in 
December of 1948 
to her now departed 
parents, Orin and 
Louise Lancaster, 
Kathy had two 
daughters with her 
first husband. Her first 

daughter, Stacy, preceded her in death at 
the age of 16 years and 10 months. 

Kathy married the love of her life, 
Fred D. Helms, in Oklahoma in 1978, 
and not long after Fred’s retirement in 
1998 they moved from Oklahoma to 
Arizona to be close to family. During 
their time in Oklahoma, they had resided 
in Alva, Woodward and Muskogee. They 
shared 33 years together along with a 
mutual affection for Scottsdale, Arizona, 
and the Sonoran Desert. 

Kathy graduated from Alva High 
School in the Class of 1967 and spent 
much of her life as a loving homemaker.

She remained a dedicated caretaker 

to Fred as he endured illness until 
succumbing in 2011. Kathy was 
eventually diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
and was unable to fully enjoy much of 
what she had hoped to experience in her 
later years. 

Kathy had a special fondness for 
flowers and enjoyed interior design, 
shopping, and “cooking up a storm” 
for friends and family. She especially 
relished being called Mimi by her step 
grandchildren. Despite Kathy’s struggles 
in her final years, she lived with dignity 
and with love, and discovered a “special” 
passion for music and dancing. 

She is survived by her youngest 
daughter and best friend Sherilyn L. 
Meadowcroft, Shary’s husband Charles, 
her sister Debbie Triplett along with 
Debbie’s daughter Candyce Triplett, and 
granddaughter Sydney Triplett. She is 
also survived by her stepchildren and 
their spouses: Roger and Darla Helms, 
Fred and Nancy Helms, and Kristi and 
Jim Wilson. She leaves behind seven 
step grandchildren. 

Kathy fought a great and noble fight, 
finished her race, and kept the faith. May 
she now rest in peace. Kathryn Helms 
will be missed. Services pending.
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From Page 14  Obits

DEANNIE MICHOLSON
Graveside services will be held on 

Saturday, December 4, 2021, at 2 p.m. at 
the Alva Municipal Cemetery under the 
direction of Wharton Funeral Chapel. 
Online condolences may be made at 
www.whartonfuneralchapel.com. 

JOHN BROWNING PANGBURN
John Browning Pangburn, 79, of Ponca 

City, Oklahoma, passed away November 
23, 2021, in Blackwell, Oklahoma.  
He was born on July 9, 1942, to Samuel 
L and Verona (Browning) Pangburn 

in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. He 
attended school at 
Alva, Oklahoma, for 
12 years. He worked 
at Wharton Funeral 
Home in Alva as 
a funeral director 
for a short time. 
John enrolled in the 

Oklahoma University Physical Therapy 
program and obtained his bachelor’s in 
physical therapy. His career spanned 
52 years in various healthcare settings, 
including his private practice, Physical 
Therapy Center in Ponca City, 
Oklahoma. 

KELLY LAVELL SCHLARB 
Funeral services for Kelly Schlarb 

will be held at 2 p.m. Friday, December 
3, 2021, at the First Presbyterian Church 
with Rev. Ron Pingelton officiating. 
There will be a private family interment 
at the Alva Municipal Cemetery under 
the direction of Marshall Funeral Home 
of Alva. 

Kelly LaVell Schlarb, son of 

 See Obits Page 22

and served a tour of duty in Vietnam. 
He returned home January 10, 1968, 
and was honorably discharged. After 
returning home, he married the love 
of his life, Sharon Ryel, on March 23, 
1968, at the Christian Church in Aline. 

In 1979 Billy was involved in a 
major car accident which caused him to 
reevaluate his life. He started working 
with leather making belts and wallets. In 
1988 he graduated from OSU Okmulgee 
with an associate’s degree in Boots and 
Saddle Manufacturing. He opened his 
own shop making saddles and repairing 
boots and shoes. In 1996 Billy was 
diagnosed with complications caused 
by Agent Orange and became 100% 
disabled. He could continue working at 
his shop until he recently retired due to 
failing health. 

Billy loved his wife, his children and 
grandchildren, but one of his greatest 
loves was for old cars. One of his first 
cars was a 1963 split window Corvette. 
He had many over the years. He would 
buy one, restore it and sell it. At one 
point, when he was younger, he even 
had a stock car that he raced. However, 
Billy was a very loving husband, father, 
and grandfather as well as a good friend 
who will be greatly missed by those that 
knew him. 

Billy is survived by his wife Sharon 
of Fairview; one son, Ricky and 
Chandra McConkey also of Fairview; 
one daughter, DeAnna and Greg Murray 
of Aline, Oklahoma; six grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren as well and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Billy was preceded in death by his 
parents; one daughter, Daisy McConkey 
Wallace; one brother, Larry McConkey; 
and one grandson, Cody Bykerk. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the DAV 
in Enid with Fairview Funeral Home 
Inc. acting as custodian.

Condolences may be made online at 
www.fairviewfuneralhomeinc.com.

Deannie was born on February 26, 
2955 in Indio, California, to Barbra 
(Trichak) and Rayphel Waddill. She 
departed this life on November 25, 
2021, in Enid, Oklahoma, at the age of 
66 years, 8 months and 30 days.

She spent her early years working 
in convience stores while raising her 
two eldest daughters in California. She 
married Jerry Micholson on August 
19, 1991, and they went on to have 
two more children then moved to Alva, 
Oklahoma, in 1998. She enjoyed being 
a homemaker and was very involved 
in her children’s lives. She was a very 
loving and kind person and will be 
sorely missed.

Deannie is preceded in death by 
her father, Rayphel Waddill, and her 
daughter, Tiffany Baker.

She is survived by her husband, Jerry 
Micholson, of the home; her children, 
Shawna Waddill, Kristy and Josh 
Oliver, Justin Micholson, and Jenna 
and Brandon Lewis; her grandchildren, 
Aaliyah Workman, and Jaxson 
Workman; her mother, Barbra Waddill; 
her brothers, Steve Waddill, Tim 
Waddill and Michael Waddill; and her 
sisters, Peggy Waddill, Laurie Adams 
and Teri Waddill; nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

On February 14, 1998, he married 
Catherine George, at Temple, Texas. 
John was a member of Abundant Life 
United Pentecostal Church of Stillwater, 
Oklahoma, at the time of his passing. 
His favorite hobbies included collecting 
antiques and OU Football. 

John is survived by his loving spouse 
of 23 years, Catherine, of the home; 
his son, Samuel J Pangburn, DO and 
wife Audra Pangburn, of Tulsa, and 
grandchildren, Payton Pangburn, Janci 
Pangburn, Samuel “Reece” Pangburn, 
and Samuel “Rhett” Pangburn; his 
daughter, Juli Hildreth, and husband 
Bret Hildreth, of Longview, Texas, and 
grandchildren, Dalton Hildreth, of Mary 
Esther, Florida, and Abbie Hildreth, 
of Forney, Texas. brother, Samuel W. 
Pangburn of Boise, Idaho, and nieces 
and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents Samuel and Verona Pangburn, 
of Alva.

John’s funeral service was held at 2 
p.m. Tuesday, November 30, 2021, at 
the Carolyn Renfro Event Center at the 
Hospice Complex, 445 Fairview Ave, 
Ponca City, OK 74601. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has 
requested that remembrances be made 
in the form of charitable donations 
to Abundant Life United Pentecostal 
Church. To give an honorary donation in 
John’s memory, please mail to Abundant 
Life UPC, 410 S. Berry, Stillwater, 
OK, 74074, or you may do so online @ 
alcupc.org/give.  

Those unable to attend the Funeral 
Ceremony, may attend virtually on the 
Trout Funeral Home website, www.
troutfuneralhome.com and click on the 
live-stream or toolbar icon on the top 
right corner after 1:45 p.m. 
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From Page 18   Obits

 See Obits Page 26

Margaret (Otti) Wagner. 
Joan graduated from Alva High 

School, class of 1957. Following 
graduation, she attended Wichita 
Business College. While in Wichita she 

met and later married 
Darrell Doherty and 
moved to Kansas 
City, Kansas, where 
they had two children. 
Joan also had a long 
and rewarding career 
as the associate editor 
at Modern Jeweler 
Magazine. 

Surviving are her sons, Douglas 
Doherty and his wife Kathy (of 
Milford, Ohio), and David Doherty 
and his longtime girlfriend Kristin 
Marino (of Kansas City, Kansas); three 
grandchildren, Makenzie Doherty, 
Mason Doherty and Connor Doherty; 
and her sisters, Patricia Callaway-
Engelken (of Wichita, Kansas) and Rita 
Porter (of Cherokee, Oklahoma). 

Joan valued her family and friends 
more than anything else and her faith 
was a very important part of her life. She 
loved traveling, adventure and having a 
good time at any gathering. She will be 
missed by so many people. 

A service of remembrance was held 
on October 30, 2021, at the Lutheran 
Church of the Resurrection in Prairie 
Village, Kansas, where Joan was an 
active member, with a beautiful sermon 
by Pastor Alix Pridgen. A graveside 
service was held by Pastor Timothy 
Roggow at the Lutheran Cemetery in 
Alva, Oklahoma, on November 27, 
2021, at 10 a.m.

The family suggests memorials be 
made to the American Cancer Society. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

LESLIE DUANE WHISMAN
Funeral services will be held on 

Saturday, December 4, 2021, at 10 a.m. 
at the Assembly of God Church with Rev. 
Donetta Hunter officiating. Burial will 
follow in the Alva Municipal Cemetery. 
Online condolences may be made at 
www.whartonfuneralchapel.com.

Leslie Duane was born September 
28, 1948, to Bonnie Leone (Knabe) 

and Harold Leroy Whisman in Alva, 
Oklahoma. At the age of 5 he was blessed 
with a father, Wilbur Province, after the 
passing of his dad. He went to be with 
his Lord and Savior on November 26, 

2021, at the age of 73 
years, 1 month and 29 
days.

He attended the 
Alva School System 
and graduated with 
the class of 1966.

November 24, 
1967, he married 
Barbara Elaine 

Schenosky. To this marriage four 
children, Ammie Elaine, Adam Duane, 
Justin Dean, and Anita Raynae, were 
born. 

Les was drafted into the United States 
Army on March 25, 1968. He served in 
Vietnam for 13 months and stayed in 
active duty until March 24, 1971. From 
there Les continued his service in the U.S. 
Army National Guard until 1993, proudly 
serving his country a total of 25 years.

After his time in active duty, Leslie 
brought his family back home to Alva. 
When he returned to Alva, Les went back 
to work for Max McAllister at Texaco 
Station who he worked for prior to being 
called to duty. He then went to work 
for the Ford Motor Company where 
he was certified as a line mechanic. He 
then went to work for the company he 
proudly retired from, Central National 
Bank of Alva where he retired in 2005 
after 27 years.

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; his infant son, Adam Duane; 
his grandaughter, Dymon Justine; a 
sister, Winona Gale; his brothers, Leroy 
Province, Bob Whisman and Brette 
Province; sisters-in-law Linda Jane 
and Shirley Whisman and Margaret 
Province; and a brother-in-law, Doug 
Bowman.

Les is survived by his wife of 54 
years, Barbara; his children, Ammie 
Buck, Justin and Crystal Whisman, 
Anita and Ethan Wharton; two adopted 
daughters, Amy Loftus and Diane 
McAlpin; 15 grandchildren, Dezmond, 
Noah, Byron and his wife Patience, 
Zariah, Zelaynah, Adam and his wife 

Elizabeth Ann “Susie” (Copenhaver) 
Schlarb and the late Glenn Alfred 
Schlarb, was born June 28, 1963, at Alva, 

Oklahoma, and passed 
away surrounded by 
the ones he loved 
November 27, 2021, 
after battling cancer 
at the age of 58 years, 
4 months and 29 days. 

Kelly grew up in 
Alva and attended 
the Alva Public 
Schools where he 

graduated with the class of 1981. After 
graduation he continued working for the 
family business, Schlarb Welding, and 
eventually took over. On September 27, 
1985, he was united in marriage to Vicki 
Reed. To their marriage they had three 
daughters.

Kelly took pride in his family, 
especially his grandchildren. He spent 
his time fishing, hunting and looking for 
good deals at flea markets. He enjoyed 
metal detecting and family vacations. 

Kelly is preceded in death by his 
father, Glenn Schlarb; his half brother, 
Glenn Schlarb Jr.; grandson, Chance 
Powell Jr.; and father-in-law, Joe Reed. 

Kelly is survived by his wife, 
Vicki; his mother, Susie Schlarb; three 
daughters, Brandi and David Peace of 
Alva, Megan and Nico Lopez of Broken 
Arrow, Kelli Brianna and Chance 
Powell of Alva; one brother, Steve 
Schlarb; eight grandchildren, Alexa, 
Taytum, Trace, Gage, Che, Joey, Vada 
and Corbin. He has one nephew that he 
cared for as his son, Jeremiah Schlarb 
and family of Alva; and numerous other 
relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers, contributions can 
be made to the Alva Elementary Schools, 
he was a kid at heart and had a love for 
his community. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

JOAN MARIE WAGNER 
Joan Marie Wagner, 82, died 

following a fall in Nashville, Tennessee, 
at Vanderbilt University Medical 
September 21, 2021. She was born 
February 18, 1939, in Alva, Oklahoma, 
the daughter of William G. Wagner and 
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Timberlake Head Coach Brian Sever-
in celebrates with his family after the 
team’s 64-14 win against Tyrone. Pho-
to by Desiree Morehead

Timberlake senior J.J. Pippin (14) reaches up and grabs the 
ball. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Timberlake quarterback Ethan Jenlink (2) gets taken down after making some 
yards up the field. Photo by Desiree Morehead

The Timberlake Tigers decisively 
defeated Tyrone 64-14 in Woodward 
Friday night for a chance at the state 
Class C championship. The undefeated 
Tigers will take on undefeated Mountain 
View-Gotebo this Friday at 7 p.m. in 
Weatherford. The teams will meet at 
Milam Stadium on the Southwestern 
Oklahoma State University. Mountain 
View-Gotebo defeated Waynoka 48-2 at 
Bethany last week.

During the past four seasons, the 
two teams have faced off twice in the 
playoffs. Timberlake won both games 
56-0 in 2017 and 28-24 in 2019.

Timberlake to play 
Mt. View-Gotebo
for Class C
championship

More Timberlake Photos on Page 36
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Emily, Jacob, Abigail, Darian, Drake, 
Devyn, Daylon, Demarkus, Dyce and 
Kayleigh; great granddaughter Kiah 
Lynn and great grandson Lukas; one 
brother, Ron Whisman; three sisters-in-
law, Diana Whisman, Shelly Province 

From Page 26   Obits

People enjoyed a Mexican buffet and helped raise funds to defray medical and travel costs for Nick and Deb Hitchcock 
after his heart transplant.

By Yvonne Miller
South Barber teachers and the 

Plum Thickett in Kiowa, Kansas, are 
working together to help defray medical 
and travel expenses for Nick and Deb 
Hitchcock. On Nov. 3, Nick underwent a 
heart transplant in Kansas City. 

Lifelong residents of Kiowa, Nick 
worked as a pumper in the oil fields until 
health problems rendered him disabled. 

Benefit for Hitchcock brings in 
about $11,000 Monday night

Deb is a longtime physical education 
teacher. 

On Monday night, Deb’s co-workers, 
their friends and the Plum Thickett 
held a Mexican buffet and auction 
fundraiser for the couple. Organizer 
Wreath Hitchcock said they raised about 
$11,000. 

The group is still selling $20 tickets 
for a half of beef (including processing 
fee). Tickets are available at The Plum 

and Rita Bowman, and his special sister 
Gail Jean;  many loved and cherished 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Memorial contributions may be 
made in his memory to the Robert J. 
Dole VA Medical Center.

Thickett, Kiowa Locker and People’s 
Bank in Kiowa.

Donations may also be made to an 
account for the Hitchcock’s at People’s 
Bank. 

The Hitchcocks were in Kansas 
City Tuesday for doctors appointments. 
They’ll travel to KC on a regular basis 
for testing to make sure his body does 
not reject the heart. Wreath said Nick 
seems to be doing well. 
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During his Kansas Honor Flight tour of Washington, D.C., Vietnam veteran Bill 
Nelson said he was impressed with the United States Marine Corps War Memo-
rial (Iwo Jima Memorial). The memorial was dedicated in 1954 to all marines 
who have given their lives in defense of the United States since 1775.

By Yvonne Miller
Fifty years ago 1966 Kiowa High 

School graduate Bill Nelson never 
dreamed he would return to Washington, 
D.C., 50 years later as a veteran honored 
as part of the Kansas Honor Flight. 

Nelson said he was one of 
approximately147 veterans who flew out 
of the Dwight D. Eisenhower National  
Airport in Wichita to Washington, D.C., 
for a whirlwind tour of the monuments 
and memorials, many of them tributes 
to American veterans who served their 
country. Their trip was Oct. 18-19.

When their plane arrived in D.C., 
Nelson said, “Everyone was cheering 
for us. It gave me goosebumps.” He said 
the honor flight people were “so well 
organized.”

Nelson graduated from Fort Hays 
State in December 1969 with a degree 
in business administration. Inducted into 
the U.S. Army in 1970, Nelson did his 
basic training at Fort Leonard, Missouri, 
and was sent to clerk typing school. He 
was then sent to Ft. Benjamin, Indiana, 
for training in shorthand, military 
correspondence, grammar and typing. 
Upon completion, he was sent to Fort 
Meyer, Virginia, and assigned  to the 
personnel department. That was at the 
Pentagon where he spent the duration of 
his obligation.

“Fifty years later it wasn’t even the 
same place,” Nelson said. 

Although he remained stateside as 

Veteran Bill Nelson ‘humbled’ by 
Kansas Honor Flight experience

a Vietnam veteran, Nelson had friends 
who were in the jungles of Vietnam. 
Visiting the Vietnam Wall was moving 
to him. He located the name of George 
Long who was from Medicine Lodge.

“I met him (George Long) in 
Sharon at the Blue Goose one night. 
He was leaving for the Army the next 
day. He died a hero in Vietnam shortly 
thereafter,” Nelson said.  

“At first I just felt like I had to serve. 
Now I’m proud of my service. The 

heroes are the people who don’t come 
back,” Nelson said.

On the honor flight Nelson met 
veteran Charlie Swayze from Medicine 
Lodge and said they enjoyed each 
others company as they toured. He said 
Swayze’s Honor Flight was exactly 60 
years to his induction into the army, just 
as this is Nelson’s 50th year.

“I was in awe as I saw the memorials,” 

 See Flight Page 32
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Nelson said. “The Jefferson Memorial 
was so impressive.”

Visiting Arlington National 
Cemetery and seeing the Changing of 
the Guard “was a highlight of the trip 
for me.” He said there are so many more 
beautiful memorials than when he was 
there 50 years ago. 

From Page 30   Flight

Kiowa man and veteran Bill Nelson is 
one of the men to take the most recent 
Kansas Honor Flight. A Vietnam vet-
eran, he stands by the World War II 
Memorial.

Nelson was part of three bus loads 
of veterans sightseeing around D.C. and 
beyond.

His favorite place the veterans visited 
was Fort McHenry. It’s best known 
for its role in the War of 1812, when it 
successfully defended Baltimore Harbor 
from an attack by the British navy from 
the Chesapeake Bay on Sept. 13–14, 
1814. McHenry is also the birthplace 
of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Francis 
Scott Key wrote the classic inspired by 
the raising of the American flag after that 
attack. Key saw the flag as a triumphant 
symbol of bravery and perseverance. 

The Honor Flight has a banquet one 
night and surprises the veterans with 
“mail call.” Nelson said, “It was pretty 
awesome. I got letters from my cousins, 
Kiowa people, other friends.” For this 
interview he proudly showed a ziploc 
bag full of the letters. He also had posters 
with congratulations and thank you 
messages, etc., that were given to him 
and the other veterans by the welcoming 
committees. 

Nelson will soon turn 73. He said, 
“I’m thrilled I was able to get there. I 
really wanted to see D.C. 50 years later.”

He realizes so many veterans won’t 
tell their own stories. That includes 
his father, the late Paul Nelson, who 
was a longtime school superintendent 
in Kiowa. “I learned from some of the 
older guys in town what my dad did.” 
Paul was a World War II veteran who 

was one of those soldiers in the Higgins 
Boats storming the Normandy beaches 
on D-Day and remarkably survived.

When the Honor Flight returned to 
Wichita, the veterans were greeted by 
cheerleaders and endless well-wishers. 
Men playing bagpipes added to the 
celebration. 

Nelson said, “I was completely 
humbled by that experience. The Lord 
was with me.” 

Nelson said that local veteran Dennis 
Christensen (who had been on a previous 
Honor Flight) “talked me into going. 
I’m sure glad he did,” he said. “I’m 
completely satisfied after being there.”

After his military service, Nelson 
used the GI Bill to pay for his return to 
Fort Scott to obtain a master’s degree in 
business administration. He worked for 
GMAC, the financing arm of General 
Motors, for 17 years in Wichita and 
Kansas City. Now retired, Nelson resides 
in the Kiowa home of his late parents, 
Paul and Maxine. 

Vietnam veteran Bill Nelson said he 
found the name of his friend, Medi-
cine Lodge man George Long, who 
was killed shortly after arriving to 
serve in Vietnam.
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Timberlake’s Merric Judd (12) looks over his shoul-
der just in time for the ball to fall into his hands. 
Judd then ran into the end zone for a Tiger touch-
down. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Timberlake Junior Carter Sands (44) pushes away Tyrone’s 
defensive player and makes it up the field. Photo by Desiree 
Morehead

Timberlake freshman Caleb Wear (88) tries to push back 
the Tyrone player. Photo by Desiree Morehead

Timberlake’s Avery Wallace (3) is determined to get out of Ty-
rone’s grasp and make it up the field. Photo by Desiree Morehead
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By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Oklahoma’s Pardon and Parole Board 
voted 4-1 on Tuesday to reject clemency 
for a man convicted of killing two Del 
City hotel workers in 2001, with two 
members noting the particularly heinous 
nature of the killings.

The vote paves the way for the state 
to execute 45-year-old Donald Grant on 
Jan. 27 unless a court intervenes.

Grant admitted killing Brenda 
McElyea and Felicia Suzette Smith, both 
employees of the LaQuinta Inn in Del 
City, so that there would be no witnesses 
to his robbery of the hotel. Both women 
were shot and stabbed, and court records 
show Grant also repeatedly bludgeoned 
McElyea as she begged Grant to spare 
her life.

“I can’t change that,” Grant said of 
the crime during a 20-minute address to 
the board that was occasionally rambling 
and disjointed. “If I could, I would, but I 
can’t change that.”

Grant also expressed “deep, sincere 
remorse” and apologized for the killings. 

Grant’s attorneys, both from the 
federal public defender’s office, argued 
that he was mentally ill and had suffered 
brain damage that made him a candidate 
for mercy. They also discussed Grant’s 

childhood growing up in a New York 
City housing project during the crack 
epidemic of the 1980s, a time when he 
was frequently beaten and members of 
his family experienced alcoholism, drug 
addiction and mental illness.

“Executing Donald Grant will 
stand against the tide of history,” said 
Federal Public Defender Susan Otto. 
“Mercy is called for in this case. It 
recognizes this man, mentally ill and 
brain damaged, is not a just target of 
execution.”

Oklahoma Attorney General John 
O’Connor said in a statement after 
the board’s vote that Grant’s death 
sentence was “just and appropriate.”

“This conviction and sentence was 
affirmed after years of thorough review 
by the appellate courts,” O’Connor 
said. “I am grateful that the board 
denied Grant’s request for executive 
clemency. Our thoughts and prayers 
are now with the families of Brenda 
McElyea and Suzette Smith.”

The board heard from McElyea’s 
sister and aunt, who both tearfully urged 
them to reject clemency for Grant, and 
from retired Midwest City Police Chief 
Brandon Clabes, who described the 
killings of the two women as “one of the 
most heinous and gruesome homicides 

I’ve ever dealt with.”
McElyea’s sister, Shirl Filcher, 

recalled the pain she experienced when 
she had to tell their father that McElyea 
had been killed.

“I had to call my dad and tell him 
his daughter, his baby girl, was dead,” 
Filcher said. “I had never seen him cry, 
but that night I heard him weep and it 
broke my heart.”

Board member Adam Luck, an 
appointee of Gov. Kevin Stitt who has 
previously raised concerns about the 
Department of Corrections’ ability to 
humanely execute inmates, was the 
only member who voted to recommend 
clemency. 

Kelly Doyle, also a Stitt appointee, 
said the heinous nature of Grant’s crime 
outweighed the mitigating factors raised 
by his defense.

“For me, the horror of this particular 
crime goes beyond the pale,” Doyle said.

Larry Morris, an appointee of 
the Court of Criminal Appeals, said 
concerns he expressed about the state’s 
lethal injection method during a board 
meeting earlier this month have been 
alleviated by a federal judge who said 
after a daylong hearing that he was 
confident Oklahoma’s executions are 
constitutional.

Oklahoma board denies clemency 
for man convicted of slayings

By Robert Burns
WASHINGTON (AP) — Defense 

Secretary Lloyd Austin has decided that 
National Guard members who refuse 
COVID-19 vaccination will be barred 
from federally funded drills and training 
required to maintain their Guard status.

Austin spelled out the policy in 
an internal memo obtained by The 
Associated Press. In the memo, he 
instructed leaders of the military services 
Tuesday to publish guidance by next 
week on dealing with Guard members 
who fail to meet military medical 
readiness requirements by refusing the 
vaccine.

“Vaccination is essential to the health 
and readiness of the force,” he wrote.

All members of the military are 
required to be vaccinated unless they 
obtain an official waiver for medical or 
other reasons.

The military services have set 
varying deadlines that apply to active 
and reserve forces. Members of the Air 
Guard must be vaccinated by December; 
Army Guard members have until 
June. Austin’s policy will affect Guard 
members only when the vaccination 
deadline set by their service has been 
reached.

Under federal law, members of the 

National Guard must assemble for drills 
and participate in training a specific 
number of days per year.

Austin said those Guard members 
who are not allowed to participate in drills 
due to their refusal to be vaccinated will 
not be paid by the Defense Department. 
And they will not receive credit that 
would count toward retirement and 
other federal benefits. Austin told 
the service leaders to implement that 
policy in coordination with the chief 
of the National Guard Bureau and the 
Pentagon’s top personnel officer.

Pentagon chief says Guard who 
refuse vaccine cannot train

 See Refuse Page 40
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When Guard troops are on state 
active duty, such as responding to local 
emergencies like flooding, they report 
to their governor and are paid by their 
state. But during monthly or annual 
training or when they are responding to 
larger emergencies in the state, they are 
controlled by the governor but funded by 
the federal government. This is known 
as Title 32 status, which is distinct from 
situations in which Guard members 
may be called to active duty for federal 
service, known as Title 10 status.

In spelling out the consequences 
of refusing the vaccine, Austin applied 
to the entire National Guard the same 
policy he established in response to 

Oklahoma Gov. Kevin Stitt’s request 
that his Guard members be exempt from 
the vaccine mandate. Stitt has argued 
that as governor he has the authority to 
allow members of the Oklahoma Guard 
to avoid the vaccine while they are under 
state control.

In a Nov. 2 letter to Austin, Stitt wrote 
that the mandate “violates the personal 
freedoms of many Oklahomans, as it asks 
them to potentially sacrifice their personal 
beliefs in order to not lose their jobs.”

In his response Monday, Austin 
denied Stitt’s request and said the 
governor’s concerns “do not negate the 
need” to be vaccinated. Oklahoma so 
far is the only state to assert that it can 

sidestep Austin’s mandate.
The Pentagon considers the 

COVID-19 vaccines critical to 
maintaining a ready force — active and 
reserve — that can deploy when needed 
to protect the nation, and National Guard 
members are part of that force.

According to figures provided by the 
National Guard Bureau, 70% of Guard 
members had received at least one dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine as of Nov. 22 and 
62.6% had been fully vaccinated. Those 
numbers may undercount vaccinations 
since some Guard members may have 
been vaccinated outside of the military 
system, with their records not yet fully 
updated.

From Page 38   Refuse

By Margaret Stafford
Associated Press

Kansas Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt has notified state education 
officials that some public universities 
are violating a state law passed last 
week that loosened requirements 
for obtaining medical and religious 
exemptions to COVID-19 vaccinations.

Schmidt wrote a letter last week 
to Kansas Board of Regents President 
Blake Flanders, with copies sent to the 
University of Kansas Chancellor Doug 
Girod and Kansas State University 
President Richard Myers.

Schmidt said “at least some” 
public universities are violating the 
new law but specifically mentioned 
the University of Kansas and Kansas 
State. He said the institutions must 
“immediately cease and desist” 
from their requirements. Schmidt’s 
spokesman said Tuesday that the 
letter has not been sent to any other 
institutions. 

University of Kansas spokeswoman 
Erinn Barcomb-Peterson said Tuesday 
that the university has updated its 
forms and processes to comply with 
state law and a federal executive 
order. Kansas State University did not 
immediately respond to a request for 

comment. 
Flanders said in a statement that state 

universities will follow all state laws in 
implementing vaccine requirements.

“The factors impacting the federal 
contracting requirements have been 
shifting rapidly, particularly with new 
statutes added in the special session and 
moving federal deadlines,” Flanders 
said. “The Board requires all universities 
to remain in compliance with all 
previously existing and new applicable 
statutes.”

In October, the University of Kansas, 
Kansas State University and Wichita 
State University announced plans to 
require all employees to be vaccinated 
to comply with executive orders issued 
by President Joe Biden that require 
all federal employees and contractors 
to be vaccinated. The universities 
also established procedures to allow 
exemptions for religious or medical 
reasons. 

Schmidt’s letter was sent two days 
after the Kansas Legislature passed 
a law during a special session that 
requires employers to grant religious 
exemptions to COVID-19 vaccine 
mandates for workers who seeks one 
in writing. The law prohibits employers 
from investigating the sincerity of the 

person’s religious beliefs.
Schmidt, a Republican, said 

procedures initially used by the 
University of Kansas and Kansas State 
violate the law. He said the universities 
had similar forms that require 
employees to describe the nature of their 
religious beliefs and to seek third-party 
documentation to support the sincerity 
of those beliefs. 

“None of this information is 
necessary except to support an inquiry 
into the sincerity of the employee’s 
claim, which is no longer relevant,” 
Schmidt wrote.

The attorney general also noted that 
the University of Kansas has a committee 
to review each exemption request and 
that Kansas State contracted with a 
human resources consulting firm to help 
evaluate the requests and recommend 
whether they should be approved, which 
he said also violates the new law. 

The attorney general also objected to 
an “arbitrary” Nov. 15 deadline set by 
the universities to apply for religious or 
medical exemptions, earlier than the Jan. 
18 deadline set by the federal order. 

He said any public university using 
procedures that violate the new state 
law should stop immediately and inform 
employees of the changes.

Schmidt: Kansas universities
violating state’s new COVID law
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 146 page 557: David Ronald 

Bell and Joyce Elaine Bell convey unto 
David and Joyce Bell Revocable Trust. 
North half of the southeast quarter and 
the south half of the northeast quarter, 
section 32, township 31, range 11. 
Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 560: New NGC 
Inc. conveys unto Gold Bond Building 
Products LLC: South half of northwest 
quarter and south half of section 10 in 
township 31 south, range 15 west of 
the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 565: Sandra Dee 
Divine conveys unto Mark Williams and 
Lori Williams: A parcel of land lying and 
situated in the northwest quarter of the 
southeast quarter of section 2, township 
31 south, range 15 west of the 6th PM. 
Joint tenancy quit claim deed.

Book 146 page 566: Mark Williams 
and Lori Williams convey unto Mark 
Long and Sabina Long: A parcel of 
land lying and situated in the northwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter of 
section 2, township 31 south, range 15 
west of the 6th PM. Joint tenancy quit 
claim deed.

Book 146 page 569: Joshua D. 
Graham conveys unto Brandon L. 
Graham. The south half of lots 7 and 
8 and the south Alf of the west 26 feet 
of lot 9, in block 1 in the Town of Lake 
City, County of Barber, State of Kansas. 
Quit claim deed.

Book 146 page 570: Charles R. 
Inslee and Sherry A. Inslee convey unto 
Charles R. Inslee, trustee of the CRI 

Trust: The. northeast quarter and the east 
half of the northwest quarter of section 
3, township 33 south, range 11, West 
of the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Quit claim deed.

Book 146 page 571: Jose Esquivel 
Cervantes and Leticia Cervantes 
Torres convey unto Jose Esquivel 
Cervantes and Leticia Cervantes 
Torres: Lots 66, 68, 70 and 72 in 
Block F, Hammond’s Addition to 
the City of Medicine Lodge, Kansas. 
Joint quit claim deed.

Book 146 page 572: DSK Ltd. 
Conveys unto Gerald Bradford 
Brown, Kylie Brown, Gerald 
L. Brown, Jacquelyn R. Brown, 
Brandon T. Stephenson, Heather B. 
Stephenson, John Ear Carroll and 
Heather W. Carroll. The south half 
of the southwest quarter of section 2 
and the south half of section 3 and 
the east half of the southeast quarter 
of section 4, township 33 south, 
range 12 west of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kansas.

Book 146 page 574: Terry L. 
Winter and Debra J. Winter convey 
unto Lincoln Hart and Suzette 
Hart: Beginning at a point 350 feet 
north of the southwest corner of the 
northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 27, township 31 
south, range 13 West of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Book 146 page 576: Laurie 
McLemore conveys unto Jeffery L. 
Cope: Beginning at the northeast corner 
of the southwest quarter of section 11, 

township 32 south, range 12 west of the 
6th PM. Quit claim deed.

Mortgages
Book 244 page 230: Todd J. Sone and 

Elisa A. Stone to Centera Bank. A tract 
of land located in the southeast quarter 
of the southeast quarter of section 23, 
township 32 south, range 12 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County Kansas. Note: 
$300,000.00.

Book 244 page 237: William Gentry 
and Jennifer Gentry to Rocket Mortgage. 
Lot 3 in block 5 in Regnier’s Amended 
Revised Second to the City of Medicine 
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$55,000.00.

Book 244 page 256: Bruce E. Rickard 
and Pamela K. Rickard to Citizen’s 
Bank of Kansas. A tract of land located 
in the southwest quarter of section 26, 
township 30 south, range 11 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$150,000.00.

Book 244 page 267: Gerald Bradford 
Brown, Kylie Brown, Gerald L. Brown, 
Jacquelyn R. Brown, Brandon T. Stephenson, 
Heather B. Stephenson, John Ear Carroll and 
Heather W. Carroll to Winnsboro State Bank. 
The south half of the southwest quarter of 
section 2 and the south half of section 3 
and the east half of the southeast quarter of 
section 4, township 33 south, range 12 West 
of the 6t PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$289,777.50.

Book 244 page 275: Malorie 
Rausch and Joseph Farney, to Rocket 
Mortgage. Lots 8 through 12, in block 
19, in Henton’s Addition to the City of 
Sharon, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$54,945.00.

Barber County real estate transactions
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Lost
Female calico cat, no front 
claws, fixed. Lost near 11th & 
Locust, Alva. 327-1503, 580-
430-5100.

Automotive
For Sale

2015 Yahama Golf Cart, new 
paint, LED light package, 
spray liner top, wheel and 
tire upgrade, 10” with wheel 
covers, tinted windshield, 
includes winter cover with 
doors. 2010 Dodge Ram 
Laramie Pickup, crew cab, 
4 wheel drive, fully loaded, 
143,000 miles. Will accept 
best offer. 580-327-7342

Farm Supplies
Hay For Sale

Super clean, sprayed and 
fertilized hay. $65/bale. 
Loading and delivery avilable. 

580-542-8559

Garage Sales

Storage Sale

Town & Country is selling the 
contents of multiple units to 
the highest bidder, from 9am-
11am on Saturday, Dec 4th. 
Located across from Atwoods 
in Alva.

Real Estate

Houses For Rent

1 & 2, bdrm. Alva. 580-603-
2635

For Rent

3 bdrm with washer & dryer. 
580-732-7181

For Rent

1bdrm, 1bth duplex, 1011 
Barnes, Alva. $575. Bills paid. 
Washer, dryer, stove, fridge. 
$500 deposit. Call or text 580-
515-8280

CAXCA
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Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office logs

Tuesday, November 23, 
2021

During this day were two 
traffic stops.

12:56 a.m. – Report of a 
bird dog with a collar at 9th 
Street and Oklahoma.
Wednesday, November 24, 

2021
During this day were 

three traffic stops.
2:39 p.m. – Caller advised 

their neighbor backed over 
their gas meter.

7:45 p.m. – BNSF 
Railroad advised of cattle 
near the tracks 3 miles outside 
of Carmen. Deputy advised 
the cattle were put up.

8:10 p.m. – Alarm 
company advised of a panic 
alarm activated on Caddo 
Road.

Thursday, November 25, 
2021

12:38 a.m. – Caller 
advised they needed to 
speak to an officer about a 
person breaking into a house 
in Carmen and stealing 
TVs. Deputy spoke to the 
individual and advised all 
was okay.

2:50 p.m. – Caller advised 
their neighbor was blasting 
music and revving their car in 
the 400 block of Colorado for 
hours. Officer was in the area 
and heard no music.

7:37 p.m. – Caller advised 
her and another vehicle were 
in an accident on Grand in 
front of Pizza Hut. No injuries 
and air bags didn’t deploy. 
Friday, November 26, 2021

During this day were 
three traffic stops.

3:25 p.m. – Medic needed 

for a male having trouble 
breathing. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

Saturday, November 27, 
2021

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

12:24 p.m. – Report of a 
small fire on Custer Road.

3:36 p.m. – Report of a 
series of fires along the bar 
ditch on Lambert Road and 
east and west of Lambert. 
Cherokee, Carmen, Jet and 
Dacoma fire departments 
were paged. Scene was clear 
at 6:22 p.m. 

3:45 p.m. – Caller advised 
of pit bull out on 3rd Street 
and Texas. Officer advised 
owner picked up the animal.

4:35 p.m. – Caller advised 
her neighbor had not been 
seen or heard in a while and 
he has dementia. Advised his 
car is in the driveway. They 
asked for a welfare check in 
the 200 block of 6th Street. 
Caller called back and stated 
they yelled through the 
window and he answered he 
was going to open the door. 
At 4:44 p.m. he still hadn’t 
opened the door. Medic en 
route. Subject refused to 
open the door but finally did 
at 5:15 p.m. Medic wasn’t 
needed.

9:09 p.m. – Caller 
advised kids had knocked 
on his door three different 
times and would run away. 
Caller advised they live by 
the school and say them run 
across the football field to 

 See Sheriff Page 45
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 See Real Estate Page 46

From Page 44 Sheriff
the south, then seen running 
across the highway towards 
the elevators. Advised one 
climbed over the fence and 
knocked on the back door. 
Advised they just wanted 
to make the office aware in 
case someone else called 
them in.
Sunday, November 28, 2021

8:27 a.m. – Welfare check 
needed in the 200 block of 5th 
Street. Male was found on the 
floor and helped to his chair. 
Medic then took the patient to 
Bass Hospital in Enid.

9:33 a.m. – Caller requested 

an officer in the 200 block of 
Indiana. A severed deer head 
was found on their fence with 
a note attached. Advised she 
didn’t touch the head.

5:44 p.m. – Medic was 
needed in the 300 block of 
Grand for a male with possible 
allergic reaction with throat 
constriction. Deputy took the 
male to Share Medical Center 
in Alva.

8:03 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a female having trouble 
breathing, dizzy and hurting. 
Medic took the patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions

Real Estate Transfers
Book 876 page 459: 

Hershel R. Kiser and Linda 
Kiser convey unto Mattison 
Lee Hopkins: Lots 6 through 
9, Block 37 in Town of Jet, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 876 page 473: Mary 
Jackson, trustee, conveys 
unto Gene Edward Miller and 
Jimmie Elaine Miller. All of 
lots 1 through 6 in block 23 
in High School Addition to 
the Town of Helena, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 876 page 487: 
Michael A. Roadenbaugh 
conveys unto Patrisha Reese: 
All of Lot 7 in Block 3 in 
Gilmore’s Addition to the City 
of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 

Oklahoma. Warranty deed.
Book 876 page 503: 

Charles W. Stewart and 
Mary Stewart convey unto 
Warren Dean Hughes and 
Christa Lemmon Hughes: The 
northeast quarter of section 
19, township 24 north, range 
12, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 876 page 460: 

Mattison Lee Hopkins to 
1st Capital Mortgage LLC. 
Lots 6 through 9, Block 
37, in Town of Jet, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$67,515.00.

Book 876 page 488: 
Patrisha Reese to ACB Bank. 
All of lot 7 in Block 3 in 
Gilmore’s Addition to the City 
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Community 
Calendar

From Page 45 Real Estate
of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Note: $35,000.00.

Book 876 page 505: Douglas Wayne 
Schlup and Rebecca Louann Schlup to 

InterBank. All of lots 1 to 24 in Block 
11, first addition to the Town of Aline, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$112,000.00.

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order. 
In person meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order. 
In person meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 

Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday. Barber County 

court filings
Limited Filings

LVNV Funding LLC vs. Stanley J. 
Hannebohn: debt collection.

Traffic Filings
Jared Matthew Keenan has been 

cited for maximum speed limits ($195).
Craig David Kholos has been cited 

for maximum speed limits ($195).
Matthew Scott Barr has been cited 

for maximum speed limits ($171).
Katherine R. Brown has been cited 

for maximum speed limits ($177).
Kim Lang Crisp has been cited for 

maximum speed limits ($207).
Lindsey Anne Ferguson has been 

cited for maximum speed limits ($177).
James Lewis Lloyd has been cited 

for maximum speed limits ($249).

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following individuals 
have been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
All information is a matter of public 
record and may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the Alfalfa 
County Courthouse. The Newsgram 
will not intentionally alter or delete any 
of this information. If it appears in the 
courthouse public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper.

Traffic Citations
Colby Joe Roach, Cherokee, has 

been cited for speeding 16-20 mph over 
the speed limit ($279).

Dallas Brady Brummett, El Dorado, 
Kansas, has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

Nathan Scott Ellestad, Billings, 
Montana, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit ($100).

Alfalfa County 
court filings

The Alva Public Schools have 
scheduled a series of holiday concerts 
to put you in a festive mood. The free 
concerts include students of all ages 
with both vocal and instrumental 
music.

The first concert is set for Friday, 
Dec. 3, at 1:30 p.m. Alva third 
graders will take the stage at the 
Alva High School auditorium under 
the direction of Kiley Feely.

A large combined concert of Alva 
Middle School and Alva High School 
students will be held on Sunday 
afternoon, Dec. 12, beginning at 3 
p.m. in the high school auditorium. 
The concert will combine vocal and 
band students directed by Alisha 
Beleele and Adam Steuart.

On Tuesday, Dec. 14, Alva fifth 
grade students will appear in their 
version of the Nutcracker beginning 
at 1:30 p.m. The program will be in 
the high school auditorium under the 
direction of Kiley Feely.

Closing out the concert schedule 
on Thursday, Dec. 16, Alva first 
grade students will perform at 1:30 
p.m. in the high school auditorium. 
They are directed by Naicee Sutter.

Holiday concerts 
by Alva students 
begin Dec. 3
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What can you do with this much paper? 
Just ask a kid to demonstrate!

Newsprint end rolls are perfect for wrapping delicate items for moving. 
Kids like them for drawing, coloring, pinatas. Use them to cover tables 

when you’re working on projects.

End rolls of newsprint
are rolls too small for
us to begin a press run.

Cost is 30¢ per lb. in 
widths of 35 or 17.5 in. 

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200
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