Carmen woman
facing additional
felony charge
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No bids on
plumbing at
Woods County
Courthouse

By Marione Martin
On Monday the Woods County
commissioners were ready to open bids
on plumbing for the courthouse but
none were received. This leaves them
in a difficult situation as the plumbing
project is big enough they have to take
bids.
Commissioners
David
Hamil,
District 1; Randy McMurphy, District
2; and John Smiley, District 3, were
present for the regular Monday morning
meeting.
A road crossing permit for Alfalfa
Electric Cooperative was approved
in District 1. It is for an overhead
utility line and no fee will be charged.
The beginning and ending points are
described as 4-28-14 to 33-19-14.
Hamil made a motion, seconded by
McMurphy, to approve a transfer of
appropriations from Highway CIRB
to Highway Personal Services in the
amount of $15,276.12 for District 1 and
$15,276.13 for District 2. The motion
carried.
An application for a JAG (Justice
Assistance Grant) grant for the sheriff’s
department was approved. The grant
would be used to purchases six licenses
for GeoSafe Citations software, which
can be used for electronic ticketing.
The commissioners agreed to allow
the use of the courthouse lawn for
NWOSU’s Rodeo on the Square Oct.
27. This event is held prior to the first
night of the Ranger Rodeo and gives
elementary students the opportunity to
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Alfalfa County 4-H and FFA members help special needs student exhibitors
at the Star Show at the Alfalfa County Fairgrounds.

Alfalfa County Star Show
By Ashlynn Paschall, Burlington
FFA Reporter
On Thursday, Sept. 8, students and
community members gathered at the
Alfalfa County Fairgrounds for the
inaugural Alfalfa County Star Show, a
livestock show held for students with
special needs. This livestock show
was coordinated by Meredith Harden,
Manchester resident and Burlington
COOP employee. When asked about
the show, Harden said she believed this
event would be a great addition to the
county livestock community.
The four exhibitors of the show were
eagerly cheered on by other livestock

exhibitors from 4-H and FFA chapters
from the Burlington, Cherokee and
Timberlake communities. Izaiah Green
(Cherokee), accompanied by Hannah
Wear, exhibited a goat. Logan Stewart
(Burlington), accompanied by Mylee
Sims, exhibited a goat. Liberty Lyon
(Cherokee), accompanied by Abby
Guffy and Waylon Utterback, exhibited
a goat. Kambri Bussard (Cherokee),
accompanied by Emma Schupbach and
Cheyenne Brown, exhibited a lamb.
Exhibitors also received a ribbon and
cash prize at the end of the show. Marlee
Pecha served as the emcee and Kole
Campbell served as the judge.
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By Marione Martin
When his cancer diagnosis seemed
likely, my husband
and I agreed this
was the time to see
an attorney about
making out a will.
Having been through
other deaths in our
families, we knew
the importance of
legally determining
what happened to
physical assets. We
also wanted to insure powers of attorney
for both health and financial matters.
However, we didn’t consider digital
assets.
After he passed, I used my husband’s
cellphone to post a notice of his death on
his Facebook account. But I still don’t
have his password for the account. In
the later stages of his illness, I made an
effort to collect as many of his account
passwords as possible, but his memory
became unreliable. And there were a lot
of accounts we didn’t think about.
As I was looking through a recent
copy of Popular Mechanics, an article
caught my eye, “What Happens to your
Data When You Die?” The author of the

brief article quoted from 2019 research
published in the journal Big Data &
Society. Carl Ohman, an associate
senior lecturer with the department
of government at Sweden’s Uppsala
University, estimated that by the year
2100, there would be a minimum of 1.4
billion dead former Facebook users –
assuming the platform ceased to attract
new users after 2018 when he performed
his analysis. If the social network
continues to expand at its current pace,
there could be in excess of 4.9 billion
profiles for deceased persons by that
time.
“Kind of like we care about
cemeteries, and we care about the lands
and the soil in which our ancestors are
buried, we will maybe also start caring
about the longevity of a platform like
Facebook,” Ohman says. “Let’s say
that … they would go bust. I bet a lot of
people would actually be very upset that
their loved ones’ data would be lost.”
In Western society, only living
subjects can legitimately hold property.
“The rule of thumb is that you own your
data; it’s your property, basically, but
you co-own it with whatever platform
you’re uploading into,” he adds.
The Popular Mechanics article lists
some steps you can take to designate
how your data may or may not be used
in the future. The list comes from Nord
VPN, an internet privacy company with
servers in 60 countries.
• Leave your passwords to someone
you trust so they can retrieve any
meaningful data, like family photos.
• Appoint a digital executor in your
will to handle all of your digital property.
• Use Google’s Inactive Account
Manager, which notifies a trusted contact
when your account has been inactive for
a certain period of time.
• Set up a “legacy contact” on
Facebook so you can control who will
manage your account when you die.
• If there are things you really don’t
want others to see, protect them with file
encryption manager.
Advice from Australia
I decided to search further for
information and found an excellent
source on e-safety (electronic safety)
from the Australian government. The
link is www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/
how-to/digital-legacy
I wonder if the U.S. has a

commissioner of e-safety? The website
says your digital legacy can be divided
into two categories: your digital assets
and your digital presence.
Digital assets include items you
have purchased in digital form like
books, movies, games, music and
podcasts. They might also include any
domain names, website and blogs you
administer, as well as access codes and
passwords for financial accounts and
utilities, and accounts on platforms
such as PayPal, Amazon or eBay.
You also need to consider how other
devices in your home may be affected
by your passing. If your Microsoft,
Amazon, Apple or Google account
also services your children’s devices
then the impact could be considerable.
Your digital presence is the identity
you have developed online over time,
through things like your social media
activity, messages, emails, photographs
and videos.
The website offers these planning
tips:
• List your digital assets as best you
can.
• Document access codes, passwords
and usernames — keep these secure and
separate from your list of assets — and
let trusted family members or a legal
professional know where they are.
• Check the help section of your
social media accounts for information
about how you can to plan for the time
when you are no longer around.
• Set out what you wish to happen to
your digital legacy in writing.
If a loved one has not left any
details about how to handle their
online legacy, your options may be
limited.
The ability to access or shut down
accounts varies, particularly if you
do not have access to emails or the
passwords attached to each account.
Generally, a death certificate is
required.
The website provides several
useful links to information from
Google, YouTube, Yahoo, Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and LinkedIn.
It’s been more than three years
since my husband died, and I’m still
tracking down passwords, passcodes
and information on various accounts.
You can save your family a lot of
headaches by planning now.

Protecting your digital legacy
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Easley reps said that the schedule for
opening bids for the remaining projects
will be in November with bids closing
early December. Construction should
begin tentatively on additional projects
in December. There will be a pump room
added to the back of the gymnasium due
to the need for additional water pressure
for the sprinkler system. Architects
recommend that the contractors purchase
all the supplies that they can when the
bids are awarded to help prevent delays
as the project progresses.
The Easley reps presented plans
showing potential changes that were
requested or recommended for the
gymnasium and cafeteria. This prompted
the board to schedule a special meeting
to update the community on the progress
of the projects. That meeting is set for
Thursday, Oct. 27, at 7 p.m. at the Town
Hall in Burlington.
Board President Robert Hill called
the meeting to order with five board
members present: Lindsey Callison,
Terry Graham, Robert Hill, April Kisling
and T.J. Rockenbach.
Superintendent Rousey was also
present along with JH/HS Principal
Gerrett Spears, Elementary Principal
Stan Pedersen and Minutes Clerk Tracy
Granados. Guest were Newt Heatherman,
Ky Smith, Brooke Whittet, Brook Keast,
Natalie Hill, Mica Andrews, Roy Easley
and Seth Benson.
Burlington School Board Business

The 2022-2023 Estimate of Needs
to be sent to the excise board for
certification was approved by the board.
Superintendent Rousey confirmed that
estimate is $5M. He said that amount
includes $2.4M carryover from the
2021-22 school year.
After about a 10-minute executive
session the board approved hiring
Shawna Stewart as a paraprofessional
for the 2022-23 school year.
The board approved a pay raise
for Jennifer Heatherman, who is head
custodian. Rousey told the Newsgram
this has Heatherman making the same
pay as the head of maintenance.
The
following
encumbrances,
change orders, and warrants received
board approval as follows: General Fund
encumbrances 156-181 for $46,160.85,
change orders for (-$1,398.76), FY ‘23
warrants 145-262 for $262,602.60 and
FY ‘22 warrants 1334-136 for $4,323.54;
Building Fund warrants 4-5 for $822.73;
and Child Nutrition Fund warrants 6-18
for $9,719.63.
The consent agenda and the August
2022 activity report received board
approval. The board held another
executive session for about 20 minutes.
The purchase of In Touch receipting
software training for $750 for the
Burlington School District was boardapproved. Secretary Keast said the
software will assist the staff in being
more productive. It will allow them to
take debit or credit cards.
Information for the audit requires
approval of new policies: EMG;
DAAC-E; and COB-P. The board
approved them.
Rousey reminded the board about
the upcoming OSSBA Region 2 meeting
Nov. 10 in Cherokee.
Student and Staff Spotlights
Student spotlights for the month
of September were seniors Brooke
Whittet and Ky Smith. Principal Spears
said both Whittet and Smith are active
in the school, participating in many
different activities, clubs and leadership
opportunities. These students have
shown high character and leadership
among their peers.
Staff spotlights of the month were

Rieger Welding LLC wins Greenhouse
bid at Burlington School

Public meeting school’s
building project Thursday,
Oct. 27, 7 p.m., at
Burlington Town Hall

By Yvonne Miller
Excitement is building in Burlington
as the school bond building project
is about to begin. At the September
Burlington School Board of Education
meeting, Superintendent Brent Rousey
said they’ve already received $610,000.
This enabled them to open bids to build
the FFA Greenhouse first.
Representatives
from
Easley
Architects attended the meeting – Roy
Easley and Seth Benson. They said
that five companies expressed interest
in submitting bids for the greenhouse
project. Three companies actually did
submit bids. Rieger Welding LLC was
one of them and submitted the lowest bid,
$317,000. The architects also presented
options provided by Rieger that may be
possible ways to reduce cost if needed.
Easley & Associates recommended that
the bid be awarded to Rieger Welding
LLC, which the board approved.
Rousey said, “We need to watch
every penny early so we can bring this
project in under budget.” He anticipates
getting $7.2 million in mid-October.
That should facilitate plans for the
gymnasium/community fitness center
and cafeteria construction to begin in
mid-to-late December, he said.

See Burlington Page 14
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Woods

participate in some rodeo-style events.
Approval was granted for District 3
Airgas lease renewals from Oct. 1, 2022,
to Sept. 30, 2022, in the amount of $64
each. Airgas provides specialty gases in
cylinders.
The commissioners also approved
payroll, warrants, claims and blanket
purchase orders.

Correction

The story “Cherokee School Board
impressed by FCCLA” (Sept. 21
Newsgram) incorrectly stated that the
school had tried to outflank inflation by
purchasing an entire year of coffee at
once. The word “coffee” should have
been “copy paper.” The school ensured it
had enough copy paper for the year, not
coffee. We regret the error.
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By Marione Martin
A woman from Carmen is facing
an additional charge in Alfalfa County
involving the welfare of her juvenile son.
The Aug. 31 edition of the Newsgram
reported that Keshia Dawn Cunningham,
35, of Carmen, had been charged on
Aug. 26 with child neglect, a felony, and
with contributing to the delinquency of a
minor, a misdemeanor.
On Sept. 22, Cunningham was charged
with desertion and/or abandonment of a
child under 15, a felony. This crime is
punishable by imprisonment in the state
penitentiary for any period of time not
less than one year or more than ten years.
Information in the case states
that between March 1 and March 28,
Cunningham abandoned her minor child
by willfully neglecting or refusing to
maintain or provide for said child, towit: failure to maintain a home with
running water or utilities, leaving said
child at home without supervision for
several days; failure to give said child
medical care.
According to documents filed in the

case, the charges are based on interviews
with the minor child and neighbors cited
in the Aug. 31 story as well as a later
interview with another Carmen resident
and his son. On Sept. 19, Alfalfa County
Sheriff Rick Wallace interviewed a
man and his son who said the son was
a friend of Cunningham’s minor child.
They stated the minor child, under age
15, lived with them from March of 2022
to June of 2022 because he did not know
where his mother was.
They reported the boy would wear
the same clothes for weeks, that he
used their washer and dryer to wash his
clothes. They said he only took a bath at
their house since there was no running
water at his home. They also said he did
not get a home-cooked meal except when
he ate at their house. The juvenile friend
of the boy said he saw Cunningham run
at her son with a pole-like thing that had
a ball on the end of it and nearly knock
him out.
A bench warrant has been issued for
Cunningham on the new charge.

Oct. 14 is the last day to apply for
voter registration to be eligible to vote
in the Nov. 8 General Election, Alfalfa
County Election Board Secretary
Stephanie Jantz said today.
Jantz said that people who are United
States citizens, residents of Oklahoma,
and at least 17 ½ years old are eligible
to apply for voter registration. However,
you must be at least 18 years old to vote.
Applications must be received by
the county election board or postmarked
no later than midnight, Oct. 14.
Applications postmarked after that
time will be accepted, but will not be
processed until after the Nov. 8 election.
Applications may also be submitted to
any motor vehicle agency that is also an
official voter registration agency by the
submission deadline.
Applicants will be notified in
writing when their application has been
processed. Approved voters will receive

a voter identification card in the mail.
Some may receive a letter that explains
the reason or reasons the application
was not approved. Jantz said those who
do not receive a response within 30 days
of submitting their application should
contact the county election board office
immediately.
The Alfalfa County Election Board
reminds voters that applications must be
approved by the county election board
secretary in order to vote.
Registered voters who have moved to
Alfalfa County from a different county or
state will need to complete a new voter
registration application in order to be
eligible for elections in Alfalfa County.
If you have moved within the county
and need to update your address, you
may make changes online using the OK
Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/

Carmen woman charged
with child abandonment

Voter registration
deadline approaches

See Voter Page 15
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Burlington
Mica Andrews, Brook Keast and
Natalie Hill. These three staff members
“went above and beyond for the school
during September.” Their willingness
to do whatever it takes to ensure a safe,
supportive and positive environment at
the school was noticed.
Principal Spears reported that there is
new requirement to teach the Holocaust
to 6th-12th grade. The school currently
has curriculum in place that meets
this requirement. Wikipedia defines
the Holocaust, “also known as the
Shoah, was the genocide of European
Jews during World War II. Between
1941 and 1945, Nazi Germany and its
collaborators systematically murdered
some six million Jews across Germanoccupied Europe; around two-thirds
of Europe’s Jewish population. The
murders were carried out in pogroms
and mass shootings.”
Elementary Principal Pedersen
reported that elementary enrollment has
not changed. Several events were held
this last month, including reading with
parents and breakfast with grandparents.
There will be an upcoming Fire Safety
Presentation held by the Burlington
Fire Department on October 10.
Halloween festivities are planned at the
school held on Friday, Oct. 28.
Plans are being made for fall field
trips for elementary classes as well as
rewards for students who reach their AR
goals for the first nine weeks and the
semester.
Parent-Teacher conferences are Oct.
11 and 12.
Principal Spears reported that
baseball had finished. Cross country
still had several upcoming meets and
was doing well. Coach Hamilton and
Coach Hunt met with parents of those
participating in basketball on Sept. 22
and the kickoff to the season, which
included a meal and bonfire hosted
by Purple Pride. A crazy scrimmage
fundraiser by athletics will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 5.
Principal Spears reported that the
daycare is STARS level 1 certified
and has applied for STARS level 2
certification. He also noted that all
school houses are currently occupied.

Intermediate Team — From left: Breckyn Hiltner, Jancey Goodno, Janda
Goodno.

Barber County 4-H – Kansas
State Fair Champions
Justin Goodno, County Agent
The Barber County 4-H Crops Team
competed at the Kansas State Fair in
Hutchinson, Kansas, on Sept. 10. For the
second year in a row the trio of Breckyn
Hiltner, Jancey Goodno and Janda
Goodno walked away as the Intermediate
Team Champions. Individually, Janda
Goodno lead the way in the Intermediate
Division, winning the high individual
overall. Breckyn Hiltner placed 3rd and

Jancey Goodno was 4th place overall.
The Senior Division Team of Paislee
Hill, Logan Johnson and Gage Pfrenger
placed 2nd overall. Individually, Gage
Pfrenger placed 3rd, Logan Johnson 6th
and Paislee Hill was 20th overall.
The Kansas State Fair hosts the
Crops Contest annually in Hutchinson,
Kansas, with 4-H teams from throughout
the state of Kansas represented.

Senior Team — From left: Paislee Hill, Logan Johnson, Gage Pfrenger.
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Kiowa District Hospital
childcare license increased
• Health Fair Oct. 21, 7–10:30 a.m.

• Accepted mill levy rate of 35.40, which is revenue-neutral
By Yvonne Miller
No one from the public appeared at
the Kiowa District Hospital 2023 Tax
Budget Hearing. It was held at 6:15 p.m.,
prior to the regular board of directors
Aug. 30 meeting.
With no public comment about the
proposed budget, the board accepted the
mill levy rate of 35.40, which is revenueneutral.
All members were present as Board
President Pat Myers called the meeting
to order, including Marcia Cantrell,
Jeff Miller, Jim Parker and Chantae
Simpson, along with KDH CEO/CFO
Janell Goodno. Operations/Manor
Administrator/IT Director Philip Anton,
Business Officer Manager Tara Girty,
RHC Manager Lacey Volker, Controller
Shannon Canady, Hospital DON
Robyn Whitaker, Manor DON/Quality
Manager Brandy McKitrick, Manor
ADON Shawnee Thell and Foundation
President Judy Schrock.
KDH Board Action
KDH Childcare had applied for
a larger license and the fire marshal
approved increasing capacity to 61.
Goodno said they certainly don’t intend
to have that many children. She said
they anticipate going from 7 to 8 in
the infant/toddler room and up to 16
each in the other two rooms, for a total
of 40. Goodno said they’ve submitted
to KDHE for approval of the increase.
Increasing the approved number will
also increase the childcare grant from
$3500 per month to $9,000, according to
the CFO.
A medical bylaws update was on the
agenda. Dr. Paul Wilhelm had requested
a change in his association affiliation.
This requires an update to the bylaws,
which is still being reviewed. The
revised bylaws will be presented at the
next meeting.
During the 2022 Hospital Fire
Marshal Inspection in July four items
were found and corrected.
Routine monthly reports were
presented and approved.

The following medical staff
appointments were approved: Joseph
Couey, APRN; John Bukaty, DO
(DWC); Layne Reusser, MD.
Goodno told the board she
accepted an appointment to the Kansas
Healthworks Board (KHA).
She said that Mark Tucker wants
to decorate the front of the manor with
Christmas lights in memory of his wife
Karen who died after a long battle with
cancer this year.
The KDH Health Fair is Friday, Oct.
21, from 7 to 10:30 a.m.
Hospital and Manor Financial and
Statistical Reports
Canaday presented the financial
and statistical reports for the hospital
and manor for July business. Hospital
admissions totaled 28. Of those, 83 were
acute and swingbed. Acute days were
24; with swingbed days totaling 59.
Total outpatient visits were 616.
Some of the departments with the largest
numbers were: the lab with 283 visits,
therapy with 116, ER with 65, X-ray
with 51 and CT scans with 30. Clinic
visits totaled 412.
Hospital financials showed an
overall loss for July of $161,457.
Goodno interjected that some Covid
relief money, $50,000 or $60,000, was
coming in late. Goodno also said that
the government appears to be making
changes to the 340B discount drug
program that has provided extra income
for KDH for numerous years. Revenues
decreased. She is skeptical that the feds
are slowly eliminating the program.
In July 340B revenue was just
$4,762. In July 2021 340B revenue was
$19,062.
The hospital’s loss came from these
numbers. Total operating revenue was
$473,647. Operating expenses were
$696,900 for a net loss from operations
of $223,252. The addition of $61,795,
which is mainly tax revenue, curbed
the loss to $161,457. Year to date, the
hospital’s loss is $528,951.
Applause came when Canaday

announced that the manor had a profit
of $61,080. Anton announced the
manor is full with 25 residents and
has a waiting list. The manor’s total
operating revenue was $146,356. Total
operating expenses were $181,378.
This made a loss from operations of
$35,023. However $5,000 tax revenue
and a $91,095 gift from the foundation
made the $61,080 profit.
Goodno said, “The hospital part has
been challenging because coming into
this year we had Covid money that had
to be spent.” She mentioned some other
challenges like essential worker pay, etc.
The comparative balance sheets for
the hospital and manor show cash on
hand at $2,649,688. The gross accounts
receivable were $1,183,218. Girty said
they received $481,170 in payments.
The average days in AR was 64.
The combined loss for the hospital
and manor was $739,756 at the end of
July. Due from Medicare was $125,002.
Uncollected taxes were $31,594.
The board approved all the financial
and statistics report and bad debt to turn
over to collections. Myers said that bad
debt number was “rather sizable.”

From Page 10
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ovp or complete a voter registration
application.
Voter registration applications can be
downloaded from the state election board
website at oklahoma.gov/elections.
You may also complete a form at your
county election board. Most post offices,
tag agencies and public libraries have
applications available upon request.
The Alfalfa County Election Board is
located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee
and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. For questions,
please contact the Election Board at 580596-2718 or alfalfacounty@elections.
ok.gov.
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Waynoka FFA and 4-H Woods
County free fair results listed

The Waynoka FFA officers are looking forward to attending the National
FFA Convention to be held in Oct. 26-28 in Indiana. To help with expenses,
students held a spaghetti fundraiser. With the support of volunteers helping
prepare the meal, donating needed food items, making desserts and Waynoka Public School allowing the use of their cafeteria, it was a successful fundraiser. Waynoka FFA officers are Hunter Durkee, Jessica Goucher, Makinze
Smith, Marlie Pitts, Tayen Redgate, Breya Beck, Alivia Seaman, Kennedy
Zook and Jorjia Durkee. Photo by Breya Beck
By Breya Beck
The Waynoka FFA and 4-H chapter
members entered multiple projects into
the 2022 Woods County Free Fair and
had great success.
In the Barn
In the sheep ring Stetson Nix placed 1st
in class, Breed Champion Commercial,
and Grand Champion Ewe, 1st in class
and Breed Champion Hampshire Ewe,

1st in class, Breed Champion Natural,
and Grand Champion wether, 1st in
class, Breed Champion Hampshire,
and Reserve Grand Champion wether.
Stetson also received Champion
Intermediate Sheep Showman.
Makeia Brune placed 1st in class and
Breed Champion Shropshire ewe.
Kaiser White placed 1st in class and
Breed Champion Natural ewe.

Paisley Reed placed 2nd in class and
Reserve Breed Champion Hampshire
wether, 1st in class and Reserve Breed
Champion Crossbred wether.
In the goat ring Remington York
placed 1st in class and Division 1
Champion doe, 1st in class and Reserve
Division 1 Champion doe, 1st in class,
Division 2 Champion, and Grand
Champion doe.
Makinze Smith placed 1st in class,
Divisions 1 Champion, and Reserve
Grand Champion wether, 1st in class, and
Reserve Champion Division 3 wether,
and both 1st and 2nd in her doe classes.
Paisley Reed placed 1st in class with
her wether.
Addley Hanson placed 2nd in class
with her wether.
Charles Hanson placed 3rd in class
with his doe.
Jorjia Durkee placed 3rd in class with
her doe.
Oakleigh York placed 4th in class
with her doe.
In the cattle ring Oakley Whitaker
placed 1st in class, Breed Champion
Simmental, and Grand Champion
Prospect Steer, 1st in class and Breed
Champion Aberdeen heifer.
Morris Litzenberger placed 1st in
class and Breed Champion Charolais
Percentage heifer.
Jaxon Litzenberger placed 1st in class
and Breed Champion Simmental heifer.
Remington Seaman placed 1st in class
Reserve Breed Champion Crossbred heifer.
Jake Inman placed 1st in class and Breed
Champion Red Angus Percentage heifer.
Rhiata Bouziden placed 1st in class and
Breed Champion Hereford heifer.
Rholton Bouziden 1st in class and
Breed Champion Maine Anjou heifer.
Other Exhibits
Marlie Pitts entered her refurbished
livestock trailer. She placed 1st and
Junior Division Champion.
Breya Beck entered cookies and
placed 1st.
Teegun Allison entered a hay feeder
and placed 1st.
Brylee Beck entered home-made
pickles and placed 1st.
Alivia Seaman entered home-made
jelly and placed 4th.
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Obituaries
JEFFREY SCOTT HARMON
Jeffrey Scott Harmon was born to
Florence (Young) and Dale Harmon of
Byron, Oklahoma, on February 1,1963,
and passed away September 11, 2022 at
the age of 59.
Jeff graduated from Burlington High
School with the class of 1981. He was a
gifted athlete and participated in baseball
and basketball, pep
club, and class plays
his junior and senior
years.
Jeff and Lorraine
Greenwood
were
married on March 7,
1986, in Cherokee,
Oklahoma.
Their
children are Taylor
and Courtney.
He lived in the Byron and Cherokee
area before relocating to Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, where he learned
the electrical trade by working as an
apprentice for Jackson Electric of
Wellston, Oklahoma. He worked on
projects in Tulsa, Oklahoma City and
Alva. In 2010 he passed his test to
become an electrical journeyman and
supervised job sites in Oklahoma City
then the Fairview area after leaving
Oklahoma City.
Jeff was preceded in death by his
parents; sister, Barbara Beach; brother,
Keith Harmon; and brother-in-law, Bob
Lowden.
He is survived by his children,
Taylor Harmon of Cherokee and
Courtney Cavanaugh of Oklahoma

City; grandchildren: Gryffin Becker
of Edmond, Emerson and Theodore
Cavanaugh of Cherokee, and Kellen
Copperwood of Oklahoma City;
sisters: Sherry Lowden, Manchaca,
Texas; Louise Kirkpatrick (Rob),
Burlington; Debra Engle, Cherokee;
and Nancy Harmon, McLoud; brothers:
Larry Harmon, Alva; Ron Harmon,
Lockhart, Texas; and Robert Harmon,
McLoud; sister-in-law, Tammy Harmon,
Cherokee; brother-in-law Marion Beach,
Sand Springs; and numerous nieces,
nephews, and cousins.
A graveside service is planned for
family at a future date.
VERNON ALTON LOGSDON
Memorial services will be Thursday,
September 29, 2022,
at 1 p.m. at Wharton
Funeral Chapel with
grandson, Bert Carnes
officiating.
Burial
will follow in IOOF
Cemetery,
Avard,
Oklahoma.
Online
condolences may be
made at www.whartonfuneralchapel.
com.
Vernon Alton, son of Nora Belle
(Mayo) and Norbert Elloy Logsdon was
born on February 28, 1934, in Clayton,
New Mexico. He passed away peacefully
at his home in Carmen, Oklahoma, on
September 18, 2022, at the age of 88
years, 6 months and 21 days.
Vernon attended school in New
Mexico and graduated form Los Lunas

High School in New Mexico.
After graduation Vernon joined
the Marines, and then went on to
Albuquerque, New Mexico, where he
was a firefighter.
In the late ‘70s Vernon moved to
Alva, Oklahoma, and started working
for the City of Alva Street and Water
Department where he worked for 20
years.
Vernon was heavily involved with
the Boy Scouts of America for all of
his life. He was a Scout Master and a
District Commissioner.
Through Vernon’s life he had four
loves, Ethel, Nancy, Ruth and Dollie.
With these loves he had Debra Carnes,
Lynn Logsdon, Brian Logsdon and
Carroll Cooksey.
Vernon is preceded in death by his
parents, Nora Belle and Norbert Elloy;
his brothers, Kenneth and Roy; a sister,
Agness; his three wives, Ethel, Ruth and
Dollie; and a son, Lynn Elloy.
Vernon is survived by his daughter,
Debra Carnes of Missouri; a son, Brian
of New Mexico; a brother, Leo of
California; and a sister, Ellen Collins
of Pennsylvania; a number of nieces,
nephews and grands, not to mention
other relatives and friends.
Contributions may be made in
Vernon’s honor to Wharton Funeral
Chapel
CHRISTOPHER LYONS
Christopher was born on June 5,
1957, and passed away on September
25, 2022 at the age of 65.
The services celebrating and
honoring the life of Christopher Lyons,
formerly of Alva, are pending under the
direction of Brown-Cummings Funeral
Home.
Condolences and special memories
may be shared with the family online at
www.Brown-Cummings.com.

Newsprint End Rolls
30 cents/lb. at
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.
Alva, OK

Great for packing,
covering tables,
drawing, etc.
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2022-2023 Officers — From left: Hayley Thresher, Hope Jordan, Carson Schanbacher, Davin Budy, Kynli Patterson,
Abby Guffy, Mae Nevels.

Local FCCLA officers receive
leadership training
Seven students from the Cherokee
Family, Career, and Community Leaders of
America chapter recently attended the 2022
Lead Chapter Officer Training Conference.
The Lead Conference, one of four
planned around the state, was Sept.
7 at the Stride Bank Center in Enid.
Attending from Cherokee were Hope
Jordan, president; Abby Guffy, first
vice-president; Kynli Patterson, vicepresident of public relations; Davin
Budy, vice-president of competitive
events; Carson Schanbacher, vicepresident of community service; Mae
Nevels, vice-president of membership;
and Hayley Thresher, vice-president of
development.
“Lead Conference is a great
opportunity for our FCCLA chapter
officers to gain leadership experience,
network with other officers in their
region, and learn how to make an impact

on the organization,” said Brittani
Phillips, FCCLA state adviser.
Sarah Edsall and Dustin Galyon were
the keynote speakers for the conference.
Sarah keynoted the Enid Lead Conference
and Dustin was the keynote for the other
locations. Both speakers have years of
leadership training and public speaking
experience and brought a message of
encouragement and perseverance to the
FCCLA members.
Oklahoma
FCCLA
serves
approximately 15,000 members in
400 chapters in both junior and senior
high schools and on technology center
campuses. Known as the “Ultimate
Leadership Experience,” participation in
FCCLA national programs, competitive
events, and chapter activities helps
members gain skills for life and become
strong leaders in their families, careers,
and communities.

Cherokee FCCLA members Hope Jordan and Davin Budy recently began their
terms as District Officers for Oklahoma
FCCLA. Jordan is the North-1 District
President and Budy is the North-1 District Vice-President of Membership. Jordan is one of only 20 district presidents
statewide who serve over nearly 15,000
Oklahoma FCCLA members. District officers plan and carry out District Leadership Conferences and assist with District
STAR Events, as well as provide services
for chapters across their district. In addition, they serve as Courtesy Corps members and assist with State STAR Events
and State Convention.
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By Yvonne Miller
A matter regarding a South Barber
senior girl playing golf with the team at
Medicine Lodge High School arose at the
regular September meeting of the SB Board
of Education. The issue seemed to be that
the people involved did not go through the
proper channels to get permission.
To settle this matter, the SB school
board held a special meeting. The
board immediately entered executive
sessions in 15-minute increments
which totaled one-and-a-half hours.
During those sessions the board called
in Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller and
7-12 Principal Brent Shaffer individually
and together.
Dr. Miller told the Newsgram he was
trying to accommodate all parties in a
limited time frame and apologized for
causing a problem. Following executive
session, the board voted on a measure
that would open golf to all high school

female students in the fall and male
students in the spring. An administrator
or coach would take the students to
and from practice. There would be no
additional stipend or extra duty pay for
that person.
The board was divided and passed
the golf measure by a vote of 4-3. Voting
yes were members Bryan Quick, Deb
Helfrich, Karen Watts and Mark Pollock.
Voting no were members Jenna Mostert,
Emily Lohmann and Mike Miller.
Activity Bus Purchase Again
Discussed
Possibly purchasing an activity bus
with some of the ESSER III money from
federal Covid-related funds given to the
school was once again discussed by the
board as it has been at several previous
meetings recently.
The activity bus Kansas Truck was
offering was priced at $118,000 with that
price good through Oct. 31. However,

when Dr. Miller spoke to the Kansas
Truck rep, Mr. Perry, by phone during
this meeting Perry said he could not
for sure honor the $118,000 price. The
price could be $136,000 by the time the
truck arrived. Dr. Miller asked Perry
repeatedly to honor the $118,000 figure.
When told many times that price was no
longer good, Miller said he could not
continue with the deal.
Since that meeting, Miller has spoken
to other companies like Midwest Bus
Sales from Shawnee, Oklahoma. He was
awaiting their price this week. There’s
so many considerations such as bucket
seats that are more comfortable and give
more leg room than bench seats. Some
seats can be moved and used for more
storage. Tuesday afternoon Miller said
that Midwest was waiting on a quote
from a seat company. So there is not yet
any action on purchasing an activity bus
for USD255.

South Barber School Board
passes golf issue 4-3

Kiowa City Council considering city code that
allows a larger perimeter for animals in town
Kiowa’s Clean-up Days
first two weeks of October
By Yvonne Miller
Kiowa’s City Council September
meeting lasted about four hours.
Nearly two hours of that meeting was
a presentation about a solar panel farm
that ran in the Newsgram last week.
This article covers the remainder of the
meeting. That includes the somewhat
controversial decision of whether to
change a city code regarding allowing
undomesticated animals in yards in
a larger perimeter throughout the
community.
One agenda item focused on a city
code regarding animals. The proposed
city code regarding animals was drawn
up by city attorney Brandon Ritcha at
some of the council’s request states:
“The
maintaining
of
any
undomesticated animals, except swine,
on any property of suitable size for the
kind and number of animals, provided

the fence or enclosure is at least 40 feet
from an adjoining occupied residence or
commercial establishment and provided
that the animals are located outside of an
area bounded by 7th street on the east
and Fourth Street on the west of Main
Street and one half of a block North and
South of Main Street. This exclusion
does not apply to any person who has
been convicted of a 2-109 or 2-111
violation under this code.”
The changed and proposed city code
passed unanimously. However, Mayor
Bill Watson did not sign the document.
He said that before the change, any farm
type animals would be excluded from
city limits. “Downtown anything in the
box was excluded. Now they want to
make the box smaller,” he said.
He told the Newsgram his objection to
the changed city code, “You’re allowing
not just chickens – all farm animals
except no pigs are allowed. A neighbor
would have to make a complaint about
smell until somebody fixes it. Roosters

are not supposed to be in town. There are
some places on 7th Street that could now
have animals and on 4th Street.
“We are proud of our town –
the attractiveness of Kiowa as a
small community. This could be a
discouragement to someone buying a
house. There’s no limit to the numbers of
animals. We ought to have a compliance
officer. This has not been thought through
enough. I talk about our community and
what all we have. We have a lot to pat on
our backs about. In my opinion this is a
step back.”
City Clerk Sheila Smith confirmed
Tuesday that Watson had not signed the
changed city code. By the mayor not
signing the code, Watson said it could
go in to effect after the next regular
meeting. He said the city clerk could
have it certified and published.
“I can veto it. However, Council
can override my veto with four votes,”

See Kiowa Page 32
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Timberlake FCCLA Officers—L to R—FCCLA Adviser, Jeannessa McCollum; VP of Chapter Development, Shelby Pippin; VP of Community Service, Payden Dunigan; VP of Membership, Geneva Mahieu; VP of Public Relations, Kayla
Cotton; President, Alexis Olson; First Vice President, Savanna Tharp.

Local FCCLA officers receive leadership training
Six FCCLA officers from the
Timberlake Family, Career, and
Community Leaders of America chapter
recently attended the 2022 Lead Chapter
Officer Training Conference.
The officers in attendance from
Timberlake FCCLA were Alexis Olson,
Chapter President; Savanna Tharp, First
Vice President; Kayla Cotton, Vice
President of Public Relations; Payden
Dunigan, Vice President of Community
Service; Shelby Pippin, Vice President

From Page 30

of Chapter Development; and Geneva
Mahieu, Vice President of Membership
along with their adviser, Jeannessa
McCollum, who attended the North
1 District Professional Information
meeting with other North district
advisers.
“Lead Conference is a great
opportunity for our FCCLA chapter
officers to gain leadership experience,
network with other officers in their
region, and learn how to make an

impact on the organization,” said
Brittani Phillips, FCCLA State adviser.
Sarah Edsall and Dustin Galyon
were the keynote speakers for the
conference. Sarah keynoted the Enid
Lead Conference and Dustin was the
keynote for the other locations. Both
speakers have years of leadership
training
and
public
speaking
experience and brought a message of
encouragement and perseverance to
the FCCLA members.

Kiowa

Watson said. “I’m not thinking of this for
myself, but for the entire community.”
The mayor said eight of 10 people
he’s talked to were against having
chickens in their neighbor’s yard.
If people feel strongly about this
subject one way or another, Watson said
they should get on the agenda for the
city’s Oct. 10 meeting.

As reported from several prior
meetings, Councilman Jason Thayer is
totally supportive of people being able to
have chickens, etc., in their yard to they
can be self-sufficient and raise their own
food if needed.
Smith confirmed that a nuisance city
code is already in place.
Other City of Kiowa Business
Late Fees?
The council approved pay requests
from the two companies who’ve done
Kiowa’s major waterline replacement
project: NOWAK pay request –
$122,936.26 and BG Consultant’s
invoice – $10,618.44.
Determining a cost for replacement
of the water meter antenna was once
again tabled, awaiting the city attorney’s
input.
City Administrator Sam Demel said

council declared the first two weeks of
October as the city’s Fall Cleanup.
Kiowa resident Kristi Molz was on
the agenda regarding the city’s late fee
rates for utility customers. Speaking on
behalf of some residents who have a hard
time paying their monthly bill on time,
she said it compounds the problem to
have a 10 percent late fee. She requested
the city lower the 10 percent fee.
Demel said surrounding communities
also charge 10 percent (including
Alva, Harper and Anthony). Medicine
Lodge charges seven percent, Demel
confirmed. Late fees vary statewide, he
said. For example Manhattan may have
a lower percentage late fee yet they have
higher hook-up fees.
The council took no action and said
they will consider late fees when doing
their annual review.
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By Cristiana Mesquita and Curt
Anderson
HAVANA (AP) — Hurricane Ian tore
into western Cuba as a major hurricane
Tuesday and left 1 million people
without electricity, then churned on a
collision course with Florida over warm
Gulf waters amid expectations it would
strengthen into a catastrophic Category
4 storm.
Ian made landfall in Cuba’s Pinar
del Rio province, where officials set up
55 shelters, evacuated 50,000 people,
rushed in emergency personnel and took
steps to protect crops in the nation’s
main tobacco-growing region. The U.S.
National Hurricane Center said Cuba
suffered “significant wind and storm
surge impacts” when the hurricane
struck with top sustained winds of 125
mph (205 kmh).
Ian was expected to get even stronger
over the warm Gulf of Mexico, reaching
top winds of 130 mph (209 kph) as
it approaches the southwest coast of
Florida, where 2.5 million people were
ordered to evacuate.
Tropical storm-force winds were
expected across the southern peninsula
late Tuesday, reaching hurricane-force
Wednesday — when the hurricane’s eye
was predicted to make landfall. With
tropical storm-force winds extending
140 miles (225 kilometers) from Ian’s
center, damage was expected across a
wide area of Florida.
It was not yet clear precisely where
Ian would crash ashore. Its exact track
could determine how severe the storm
surge is for Tampa Bay, said University
of Miami hurricane researcher Brian
McNoldy. Landfall south of the bay
could make the impact “much less bad,”
McNoldy said.
Gil Gonzalez boarded his windows
with plywood Tuesday and had sandbags
ready to protect his Tampa home. He and
his wife had stocked up on bottled water
and packed flashlights, battery packs for
their cellphones and a camp stove with a
large propane burner as they prepared to
evacuate.
“All the prized possessions, we’ve
put them upstairs in a friend’s house and
nearby, and we’ve got the car loaded,”
Gonzalez said. He added: “I think we’re

ready.”
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis urged
people to prepare for extended power
outages, and to get out of the storm’s
potential path.
“It is a big storm, it is going to kick up
a lot of water as it comes in,” DeSantis
told a news conference in Sarasota, a
coastal city of 57,000 that could be hit.
“And you’re going to end up with really
significant storm surge and you’re going
to end up with really significant flood
events. And this is the kind of storm
surge that is life threatening.”
Hundreds of residents were being
evacuated from several nursing homes
in the Tampa area, where hospitals were
also moving some patients. Airports
in Tampa, St. Petersburg and Key
West closed. Busch Gardens in Tampa
closed ahead of the storm, while several
Orlando-area theme parks, including
Disney World and Sea World, planned to
close Wednesday and Thursday.
NASA rolled its moon rocket from
the launch pad to its Kennedy Space
Center hangar, adding weeks of delay to
the test flight.
Ian’s forward movement was
expected to slow over the Gulf,
enabling the hurricane to grow wider
and stronger. The hurricane warning
expanded Tuesday to cover roughly 220
miles (350 kilometers) of Florida’s west
coast. The area includes Fort Myers as
well as Tampa and St. Petersburg, which
could get their first direct hit by a major
hurricane since 1921.
Forecasters said the storm surge
could reach 12 feet (3.6 meters) if it
peaks at high tide. Rainfall near the
area of landfall could top 18 inches (46
centimeters).
“It’s a monster and then there’s
the confusion of the path,” said Renee
Correa, who headed inland to Orlando
from the Tampa area with her daughter
and Chihuahua. “Tampa has been
lucky for 100 years, but it’s a little
scary now.”
Kelly Johnson was preparing to
hunker down at her home two blocks
from the beach in Dunedin, west of
Tampa. She said she would escape to
the second floor if sea water surges
inland, and had a generator ready in

case she loses power.
“I’m a Floridian, and we know how
to deal with hurricanes,” Johnson said.
“This is part of living in paradise —
knowing that once in a while these
storms come at you.”
Forecasters warned the hurricane
will be felt across a large area as it plows
across Florida with an anticipated turn
northward. Flash floods were possible
across the whole state, and portions of
Florida’s east coast faced a potential
storm surge threat as Ian’s bands
approach the Atlantic Ocean. Parts of
Georgia and South Carolina also could
see flooding rains into the weekend.
Georgia
Gov.
Brian
Kemp
pre-emptively declared a state of
emergency Tuesday, ordering 500
National Guard troops to be placed on
standby to respond as needed.
As the storm’s center moved
into the Gulf, scenes of destruction
emerged in Cuba’s world-famous
tobacco belt. The owner of the premier
Finca Robaina cigar producer posted
photos on social media of wood-andthatch roofs smashed to the ground,
greenhouses in rubble and wagons
overturned.
“It was apocalyptic, a real disaster,”
wrote Hirochi Robaina, grandson of
the operation’s founder.
State media published photos
showing water flowing through the
town of San Juan y Martinez. The
western provinces of Pinar del Rio
and Artemisa were completely without
power.
Local government station TelePinar
reported heavy damage at the main
hospital in Pinar del Rio city, tweeting
photos of collapsed ceilings, toppled
trees and debris flung about its
property. No deaths were reported.
At the White House, President
Joe Biden said his administration
was sending hundreds of Federal
Emergency Management Agency
employees to Florida and sought to
assure mayors in the storm’s path that
Washington will meet their needs.
He urged residents to heed to local
officials’ orders.
“Your safety is more important than
anything,” he said.

Hurricane Ian strikes Cuba,
Florida braces for winds, floods
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The 13th annual Monty Thompson Golf
Outing raises over $10,000 for education

year and the intent is for the Girtys
to continue thereafter.
Jane said the golf outing day
started out “really nice and then got
hot.” Her daughter Christy and family
couldn’t make it Saturday. However
her daughter Audrey Pore and husband
Chad came and brought another couple.
Their three sons (all high school age)
came and brought five friends who all
golfed together.
“It was a really nice day. Monty
would have loved it,” Jane said.

At the Monty Thompson Golf Outing, Jane and Monty’s daughter Audrey
Pore brought a group to enjoy the day. Three of them are Thompson’s grandsons. Back row: Chad Pore, Caydan Pore, James Little, Bryson Brown,
Gavin Tuttle, Connor Pore, Cresten Pore, Grant McAtee and Sawyer Campbell; front: Audrey Pore, Arica Malone, Jeff Malone.
By Yvonne Miller
“The generosity of our community
and surrounding area is outstanding,”
Mike Miller said. He is a board member
of the Monty Thompson Continuing
Education Foundation (MTCEF) and
organizer of the foundation’s 13th
Annual Golf outing held last Saturday
at the Anthony Kansas Golf Club.
The auction and raffle at the golf
outing raised “over $10,000” for
the foundation. Sixty-three golfers
comprised 18 teams, Miller said. “It
was a great success. Everyone had a
great, fun time. I heard no complaints.”
Miller said they had eight to 10
volunteers who didn’t care to golf but
just wanted to lend a hand.
Monty Thompson was a beloved
longtime educator and principal at
South Barber High School when
he succumbed to a long battle with
melanoma cancer in 2008. An
avid golfer with his many friends,
Thompson had requested that his
friends go golfing together after his
funeral to celebrate his life. All these
years later, friends are still celebrating
Thompson and golfing in his memory.
That support has allowed the
MTCEF to fund over $150,000
for teachers and staff to purchase
educational materials through grant
requests. Teachers use the money

to carry out special projects in their
classrooms, field trips, etc., to benefit
students.
His widow, Jane Thompson,
is a retired educator who taught
elementary school for years. Of the
success of the golf outing in Monty’s
name, Jane said, “It amazes me that
we’ve been able to continue and it
still grows. We have the regulars
and then some new people. I know it
would have meant a lot to Monty. The
foundation is the perfect organization
to keep things going. Monty loved
the kids and wanted them to have
everything they needed. So many
people have told me how much he
influenced them growing up. Christy
(one of their daughters) saw on social
media people say how much her dad
impacted their life. That’s nice to
hear. I’m excited to still be a part of
it.
“I so appreciate Mike Miller and
his family. He’s done a great job –
a super organizer! He and Cheryl’s
kids come from such a long ways to
help.”
Jane is pleased that Miller is
working with young Kiowa couple
Kale and Riley (an avid golfer
herself) Girty to take the reigns from
Miller of the golf outing. Miller and
the Girtys will do it together next

Short meeting
for two Alfalfa
County officials
By Stacy Sanborn
Mike Roach and Marvin Woodall
were without Jay Hague at the Monday
morning Alfalfa County commissioners’
meeting.
The two men started with the regular
business items, approving previous
meeting minutes, payroll warrants, and
maintenance and operation warrants for
payment. A few blanket purchase orders
received signatures too.
Next, they granted a couple of private
property access easements. One was in
District 3 for the SW¼ of 2-23-11 for
tree removal from the right-of-way, and
the other was in District 2 for Lots 1 and
2 & the N 10’ of 3 of Block 3 for debris
cleanup and building demolition.
Following the easements was a
resolution for the Education Authority
to be acknowledged in the Board of
Commissioners meeting, which Roach
and Woodall signed. The two also signed
a transfer document (used for a paper
trail) for a 1972 truck from the Town of
Jet to the Jet Responders, along with a
request to change the receiving officers
on the Carmen Responders from Shana
Wells to Roberta Jamison.
Before adjourning, the men signed
for a $1,575 cremation expense for
an indigent patron of Alfalfa County
and then an engagement letter for
auditing services for the Alfalfa County
Educational Facilities Authority.
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DEA: Fake pills containing fentanyl
helping drive OD deaths
By Lindsay Whitehurst
WASHINGTON (AP) — An increasing number of fake
prescription pills that contain potentially deadly fentanyl
are helping drive overdose death rates to record levels in the
U.S., including some now manufactured in rainbow colors
designed to look like candy, federal officials said Tuesday.
Drug Enforcement Administration agents are working to
crack down on violent drug cartels in Mexico believed to be
trafficking the drugs into the U.S., Attorney General Merrick
Garland said. Between May and September, the DEA and
local police around the country seized more than 10 million
fentanyl pills and hundreds of pounds of powder, he said.
Vastly powerful synthetic drugs like fentanyl are behind
record overdose deaths in the U.S. Law enforcement officials
nationwide have been struggling to combat the surge of drugs
in urban and rural communities. The global coronavirus
pandemic has overshadowed the American opioid epidemic,
but when overdose deaths surpassed 100,000 during the
12-month period ending in April 2021, it rocketed back into
the public consciousness.
“I read too many reports on too many cases, including too
many young people who ended up dying after taking just one
pill laced with fentanyl, often disguised as something else,”
Garland said.
First reported in February, the rainbow pills have been
seized in 21 states now, DEA Administrator Anne Milgram
said. While fentanyl is still more commonly disguised as
oxycodone or another prescription drug, the rainbow pills are
on the increase.
“We believe it is being marketed and aimed at young
people,” Milgram said.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., also
sounded the alarm this weekend about the rise of the drug
in New York City and Long Island as he pushed for new
funding to fight its spread.
Two Mexican drug cartels are responsible for the majority
of fentanyl in the U.S., federal authorities said. The Sinaloa
Cartel and the Jalisco New Generation Cartel buy precursor
chemicals from China, then traffic them into the U.S., where
they are sometimes sold on social media platforms.
Over the last four months, authorities have investigated
nearly 400 cases, 51 of them linked to overdoses and 35 tied
directly to the two cartels. In addition to being pressed into
fake pills, fentanyl powder is also moved into other drugs
like cocaine and heroin, Milgram said.
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“Our top operational priority has been and will continue to be
to defeat these two cartels,” she said.
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that can be 50 times more
potent than heroin, and even a tiny amount can be lethal. Fake
prescription pills are especially dangerous because it’s difficult
to tell how strong they are.
About two-thirds of overdose deaths in the U.S. have been
linked to fentanyl or other powerful, illicitly made synthetic
opioids.
Jonathan Caulkins, a professor of operations research and
public policy at Carnegie Mellon University, said containing
synthetics with law enforcement is a challenge because the drug
can be made in labs anywhere rather than grown in fields like
cocaine or heroin — and because it is so potent and is trafficked
in smaller amounts.
“How the heck is law enforcement supposed to find a
few metric tons in an economy that trades megatons of raw
materials?” Caulkins asked.
Caulkins said the best ways to deal with the fentanyl crisis is
to put money toward treatment and increasing the availability of
naloxone, a drug that reverses overdoses — but added that using
arrests to reduce the supply may be worth trying.
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By John Raby
AP Sports Writer
An eye-opening win by Kansas State
over Oklahoma and strong starts by
Kansas and other Big 12 teams on the
road have thrown the early conference
standings into an unfamiliar heap.
Perennial basement dweller Kansas
is 4-0 and on the cusp of its first ranking
in 13 years. And look who’s sharing the
league cellar, for now — the Sooners
and fellow Southeastern Conference
defector Texas.
Heading into the first full week of the
Big 12 schedule, there is no team with
a losing record and there are only three
unbeaten teams left. Big 12 road teams
are 9-4 so far this season, winning four
out of six games last week, the most in
one week since Oct. 31, 2020.
Kansas State looked befuddled in a
nonconference home loss to Tulane two
weeks ago, only to go into Norman to
take down No. 18 Oklahoma for the third
time in four years under coach Chris
Klieman. The Wildcats were rewarded
with the No. 25 ranking.
“We just talked about belief,”
Klieman said after K-State beat the
Sooners 41-34 behind quarterback
Adrian Martinez’s 148 rushing yards
and five total touchdowns. “We talked
about how we’re a really good football
team that didn’t get it done last week and
that was over. We needed to believe this

week that we were good enough to beat
these guys.”
The Wildcats have no time to gloat
because it must prepare to host a Texas
Tech team that took down visiting Texas
in overtime with the help of a 6-of-8
performance on fourth down.
Kansas has won both of its road
games, including at West Virgini a on
Sept. 10. To put things in perspective,
from 2008 to 2021, the Jayhawks won
just five times total on the road, and not
more than once in any season.
Now it’s time for a visit from Iowa
State, which won its only other road
game, a 10-7 squeaker over Iowa on
Sept. 10. It’s going to be a run game,
power vs. power: The Jayhawks have
compiled at least 200 rushing yards in
every game. Iowa State allows just 76
yards on the ground per contest.
The way this season is going,
everything can change in one weekend.
Four Big 12 teams are ranked and three
others are receiving votes in the AP poll.
“I think the parity in this league is
may be more than ever,” Oklahoma State
coach Mike Gundy said. “And I’ve said
this for a number of years. You might
have a team win this league that has two
or three losses. You might this year, from
what I’m seeing. There’s quality in this
league and the competitive nature of
playing road games, which are difficult.
You’re just seeing a lot of teams that are

about the same.”
TCU is 3-0 for the first time since
2017 after new coach Sonny Dykes
beat his former team, SMU, on the
road. And now the Horned Frogs will
prepare for their league opener and get
a visit from Oklahoma in a matchup of
teams averaging more than 500 yards of
offense.
“You look at the ratings and all that
stuff, I mean, the league is really good,”
Dykes said. “I think that’s what makes
our league different is there’s no layups.
You say, OK, who’s the layup in the
league? And there’s not anybody. And
there’s just not many leagues that can
say that.
“You know, the team that was picked
last in the league is right on the verge
of being in the Top 25. Where else does
that take place, except in the Big 12?”
Oklahoma will find out if it can
bounce back from the Kansas State
loss. The Sooners won their only other
road game decisively over Nebraska.
Oklahoma lost its first two league games
in the COVID-shortened 2020 season,
then rebounded to win the league.
“We’re not going to be defined
by this loss moving forward,” said
Oklahoma coach Brent Venables. “We
will, however, be defined by how we
respond moving forward. I still believe
with everybody I got in this team and
what’s still sitting in front of us.”
No. 9 Oklahoma State won its first
three games, all played at Boone Pickens
Stadium. After a bye week, the Cowboys
have their league opener Saturday at No.
16 Baylor in a rematch of last year’s
conference title game that the Bears won
in the final minute.
West Virginia, which started the
season 0-2, is looking for its second
straight road win at Texas after beating
rival Virginia Tech in Blacksburg on
Thursday night. The Mountaineers are
3-2 in Austin, Texas, since joining the
Big 12 in 2012.
“There’s a lot of football left in Big
12 play. We know that,” Texas coach
Steve Sarkisian said. “We’ve got to
take care of our business, and that starts
Saturday at home against a really good
team who’s getting better week by
week.”

Smooth road for Kansas, K-State;
Texas, Sooners last in B12
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What can you do with this much paper?
Newsprint end rolls are perfect for wrapping delicate items for moving.
Kids like them for drawing, coloring, pinatas. Use them to cover tables
when you’re working on projects. Wherever there’s a messy job, this paper
is great to have on hand.

End rolls of newsprint
are rolls too small for
us to begin a press run.

Cost is 30¢ per lb. in
widths of 35 or 17.5 in.
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Holmgren, Gilgeous-Alexander
injuries affect Thunder camp
By Cliff Brunt
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The
injury bug usually waits until midseason
to start bothering the Oklahoma City
Thunder.
This time, it attacked in the offseason.
No. 2 overall draft pick Chet
Holmgren was ruled out for the season
after suffering a foot injury last month.
Now, top returning scorer Shai GilgeousAlexander will miss at least a few weeks
with a sprained ligament in his left knee.
Those injuries got much of the
attention at Oklahoma City’s media day
on Monday.
Gilgeous-Alexander averaged 24.5
points, 5.0 rebounds and 5.9 assists last
season before getting shut down with
a sore right ankle. After the All-Star
break, he averaged 30.4 points on 54%
shooting in 13 games and scored at least
30 points 10 times.
He had recovered from the ankle
injury but got hurt during a recent
workout and woke up with stiffness in
the knee. An MRI revealed a grade 2
MCL sprain. While he’s expected to
miss preseason action, he may be ready
for the season opener.
“I feel a lot better,” GilgeousAlexander said Monday. “Headed in
the right direction for sure. In terms of a
timetable, we’ll see.”
But Monday wasn’t all about injured

players. Forward Darius Bazley, who
averaged 10.8 points and 6.3 rebounds
per game last season before breaking a
bone in his right knee, bulked up from
208 pounds to 220 and changed his
jersey number from 7 to 55.
Guard Tre Mann, who averaged 10.4
points per game last season, came in
with several new tattoos sprawled across
a significantly more muscular arm.
And there are other rookies ready to
take the spotlight.
Frenchman Ousmane Dieng, a 6-foot10 forward, averaged 8.9 points and 3.2
rebounds for the New Zealand Breakers
last season. Jalen Williams, a 6-6 guard,
averaged 18 points and 4.2 assists last
season as a junior at Santa Clara. Jaylin
Williams, a 6-10, 240-pound forward,
averaged 10.9 points and 9.8 rebounds
per game for Arkansas last season.
They will force players such as
second-year forward Aaron Wiggins to
be at their best during training camp.
“Guys are going to be really gritty,
really aggressive with the mindset to
kind of prove themselves,” Wiggins said.
“Everybody has something to prove.
I think it calls for a very competitive
training camp. It’ll be a fun one. It’ll be
one where we all kind of get to test one
another and see where we stand and how
we can fit in.”
Giddey Up
Josh Giddey has high expectations

Action Ad
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after making the All-Rookie second
team last season.
The Australian guard averaged 12.5
points, 7.8 rebounds and 6.4 assists
per game last season and was named
Western Conference rookie of the month
four times. He recorded three straight
triple-doubles just before going down
for the season with a sore right hip.
But he knew he had work to do in
the summer. The 19-year-old made just
26.3% of his 3 pointers last season.
“I spent a lot of time obviously
focusing on areas I need to get better at
— shooting the ball, in the weight room
a lot,” he said.
Dort Returns
Guard Lu Dort signed a contract
extension after increasing his scoring
output from 14.0 points per game two
seasons ago to 17.2 last season.
He had surgery on the torn labrum
in his left shoulder in March, and he’s
ready to go this season. He said he wants
to become a better decision maker when
he attacks the basket.
Now heading into his fourth year, he
also wants to be more of a leader.
“I can have a bigger role, just being a
little more vocal,” he said. “Just the fact
that I went through some of the stuff that
the young guys are going through right
now, I feel like I can help them and talk
to them and all that.”
O, Canada
Gilgeous-Alexander was a force for
Canada’s national team this summer,
highlighted by a 32-point performance
against Dominican Republic in July.
“I got to play with some guys I grew
up with, so that was a good time,” he
said. “And then it just kept me in a little
bit more basketball shape going into the
summer. Obviously games are different,
the flow and stuff, so that was good, just
for like reps. And then just representing
my country — something that I’ve
always wanted to do.”
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Animals and Pets
New Fall Classes

CAXCA

408 Flynn, Alva. 8am-1pm
Sat.

Storage Moving Sale
Therapeutic Horse Riding
Lessons start Oct 1. Call now Golf clubs, 2 weed eaters,
to enroll. 580-401-0509
automotive tools and lots of
misc. Storage across from
Automotive
Windy Ford. Call 580-2162818
For Sale
Inside Estate Sale
2000 Ford F650. 14 foot
flatbed. Hoist. Removable
914 Church, Alva. Fri, Sept
Gravel Sides. Auto trans.
30, 5-8pm. Sat, Oct 1, 8amNo oil leaks. New front
2pm
tires. Nearly new rear tires.
Receiver & pintal hitch.
Miscellaneous
119,000 miles. Excellent
Firewood for Sale
condition. 620-213-0634
Call Jen or Mike at MBT
Employment
Tree Service. 580-748-4345
Hawley Hot Oil
or 580-761-5282
Hiring operators. Must have
How’s That Again
Class A CDL. BCBS family
paid insurance. Call 580- Did you hear about the two
cows playing cards and
542-2200
smoking pot. There were
Farm Supplies
really high stakes that night.
Straw

For Sale

from walker or rotary Crust Buster. 12’ wide. $300.
comines. $7/bale delivered. 1208 Fair St., Alva. 580-327Bulk, Local: Come-Get-It 1313
discounts. Kiowa, KS. 580For Sale
829-3090
4 Inside doors with frame
Garage Sale
and hardware. $45/each.
Huge Garage Sale
580-327-3744
717 Seiling. Alva. 10am-?
Sat.
Inside Yard Sale

For Sale
Recliner. Like new. Call 580430-9316
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For Sale
2004 Yale Forklift.
4800 pound capacity.
Pneumatic tires. 3 stage
16 foot mast. Exc cond.
LP Gas. $15,500. 620213-0634

CAXCA

580-732-7181
For Sale
House in Helena, OK.,
to be moved (house only,
no real estate). 580-5542223

Real Estate

Purchasing

Producing
Mineral
Rights. 580-334-0871 or
2bdrm. Fully furnished. 580-541-0518
For Rent

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office log

Tuesday, September 20, 2022
During this day was one
traffic stop and one report of
cattle out.
7:54 a.m. – Report of an
unresponsive male at James
Crabtree Correctional Center
in Helena.
9:30 a.m. – Medic needed
in the 200 block of Grand for a
female who had cardiac event.
Medic took the patient to Bass
Hospital in Enid.
1:54 p.m. – Lift assist needed in the 1600 block of Oklahoma.
10:14 p.m – Caller advised
of a missing boy in the 700
block of Ohio.
10:23 p.m. – The boy was
found. All was okay.
Wednesday, September 28,
2022
During this day was one
traffic stop.
9:57 a.m. – Caller advised
he was mowing and hit a line
that started a fire on County
Road 710.
10:18 a.m. – Alarm company advised of an alarm going

off on OK 8. All was okay.
10:35 a.m. – Lift assist needed
in the 400 block of Pennsylvania.
12:20 p.m. – Medic needed
at James Crabtree Correctional
Center for a male who had been
stabbed. Medic took patient to
Bass Hospital in Enid.
Thursday, September 22,
2022
During this day were three
traffic stops.
11:32 a.m. – Caller advised
of a male walking at County
Road 700 and Caddo. Caller advised the subject waved
him down and tried to sell him
something. Deputy was unable
to locate subject.
1:45 p.m. – Medic needed in Helena for a 29 week
pregnant and is having issues.
Medic took the patient to St.
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.
7:35 p.m. – Report of a vehicle accident in the 600 block
of 7th Street.
Friday, September 23, 2022
During this day was one
traffic stops.
10:45 a.m. – Report of a

See Sheriff Page 45
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Sheriff

trash truck that hit a gas meter in
the 300 block of Texas.
11:11 a.m. – Report of a dog
out at 11th Street and Grand.
Dog was taken home.
9:07 p.m. – Report of kids
riding skateboards in the middle of Grand. Advised cars
had to swerve around them.
Officer made contact and advised the kids to stay out of
the road.
Saturday, September 24,
2022
3:10 p.m. – Report of a
commercial alarm going off in
the 400 block of Grand. Building was secure.
4:10 p.m. – Report of a
loose dog at 8th Street and

Pennsylvania.
9:25 p.m. – Medic needed
in the 700 block of Grand for
a female with stomach pains.
Medic took the patient to St.
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.
10:01 p.m. – Report of a
reckless driver in Carmen.
Deputy made negative contact.
Sunday, September 25,
2022
During this day was one report of cattle out.
1:55 p.m. – Report of a dog
at Jiffy Trip. Dog was returned
to owner.
4:51 p.m. – Medic needed
on Greer for a female with high
blood pressure. No transport
needed.

Alfalfa County court filings
According to the affidavits
and petitions on file, the
following individuals have
been charged. An individual is
innocent of any charges listed
below until proven guilty in a
court of law. All information is
a matter of public record and
may be obtained by anyone
during regular hours at the
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The
Newsgram will not intentionally
alter or delete any of this
information. If it appears in the
courthouse public records, it will
appear in this newspaper.
Felony Filings
Keshia Dawn Cunningham,
35, has been charged with
desertion/abandonment
of
child under 15. ($402.75)
Marriage License Filings
Joshua Craig Moser and
Nicole Louise Allison, both of
Cherokee: marriage license.
($50)
Divorce Filings
Charity Dawn McNary,

Helena, vs. Kirby Tyler
McNeary, Cherokee: divorce.
($322.14)
Traffic Citations
Forest Wayne Hobert,
Seiling, has been cited for
failure to yield from stop sign.
($249)
Gary Deen Rust, Blackwell,
has been cited with speeding
15 mph over the speed limit.
($264)
Jerry
Lee
Clark,
Brownwood, Texas, has been
cited with speeding 1-10 mph
over the speed limit. ($100)
James E. Lord, Carroliton
has speeding 1-10 mph over
the speed limit. ($100)
Bryce
Teagen
Kelly,
Minneola, Florida, has been
cited for speed limit. ($100)
The following individuals
were cited with not wearing
seatbelt. ($20): Gary Deen
Rust, Blackwell (passenger),
Gary Deen Rust (driver),
Tamara Raelynn Stoddard.
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva,
has in person dining and delivery for
homebound seniors. Please call 3271822 until noon the day before to order.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet
at Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s
meeting is held every Wednesday.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva,
has in person dining and delivery for
homebound seniors. Please call 3271822 until noon the day before to order.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
3-6 p.m. Food distribution is every
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank,
818 Lane St.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
6-8 p.m. Meet the artists who are
painting murals in Alva over the weekend
at Graceful Arts Gallery in Alva.
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Barber County real
estate transactions

Real Estate Transfers
Book 147 page 498: Kristen H. Herd
conveys unto Karla Lair. Lot 14 in block
2 in Deal’s Replat of part of Highland
Addition to the City of Medicine Lodge,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 505: Desma R.
Rowland and William D. Rowland
convey unto Darris W. Wayne and
Michael A. Wayne. Lots 41, 42, 43 and
44 on Third Avenue West of Proctors
Addition to Sun City. Joint tenancy
warranty deed.
Book 147 page 507: Deitra D. Black
and Gerald L. Black, convey unto Darris
W. Wayne and Michael A. Wayne. Lots
41, 42, 43 and 44 on Third Avenue West
of Proctors Addition in Sun City. Joint
tenancy warranty deed.
Book 147 page 508: Darris W. Wayne
and Michael A. Wayne convey unto
Darris W. Wayne and Michael A. Wayne.

Lots 41, 42, 43 and 44 on Third Avenue
West of Proctors Addition in Sun City.
Joint tenancy warranty deed.
Book 147 page 509: Jack L. Cropp
convey unto Stacy Lynn Paris. The south
half of 7, 8 and 9 in Block 176 in the
Town’s Company’s Addition to the City
of Kiowa. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 510: Jack L. Cropp
conveys unto Amanda Leigh Cropp. Lots
north 70 feet of lots 1 and 2 in Block 47
in the City of Kiowa. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 515: Galen L.
Wedman and Neita J. Wedman convey
unto Terry Brownell and Phyllis
Brownell. Beginning at the northeast
corner of lot 18 in Hibbard’s Addition
to the City of Medicine Lodge, thence
southerly along the east line of lot 18
and 17 in said Hibbard’s Addition. Joint
tenancy warranty deed.
Mortgages
Book 247 page 503: Kenneth C.
Wagenbach and Laura J. Wagenbach to
Zillow Home Loans LLC. The south
half of Lot 10 and all of lots 11 and 12
in Block 53 in the City of Kiowa. Note:
$116,200.00.
Book 247 page 543: Joshua Lynn
Plucker and Amanda Marie Plucker to
Lakeview Loan Servicing LLC. A tract
of land in the west half southwest quarter
of section 2, township 30 south, range
14 west of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $139,200.00.
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Brooke Whittet is the new Miss Burlington and will represent her school
at the Miss Cinderella Pageant Nov.
3-5 in Alva during NWOSU’s homecoming.

BHS senior Brooke Whittet sings
“Tim McGraw” by Taylor Swift for
her talent in the Miss Burlington
Pageant.
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By Yvonne Miller
Sparkling in a jade fitted
evening gown, Brooke Whittet’s
long golden locks were a perfect fit
for the Miss Burlington crown.
Burlington
High
School’s
Student Council sponsored the
pageant. Senior Ky Smith was the
emcee and asked Brooke some
onstage questions during her
introduction. She is the daughter
of Danny Whittet and Bridgette
Rockenbach.
Wearing
a
navy
metallic
jumpsuit, Whittet shimmered as
she sang “Tim McGraw” by Taylor
Swift for her talent.

Student Council Vice President
Mylee Sims and President Hallie
Hamilton provided comic relief
throughout the pageant. Teacher
Raye Lyn Bird offered musical
entertainment, singing “The Joke,”
accompanied by herself on the
keyboard, David Engle on guitar,
Skeeter Bird on the drums and Tim
Nelson on bass guitar. The senior
boys performed an original actionpacked and goofy Star Wars skit.
Whittet will represent Burlington
High School at the Miss Cinderella
Pageant Nov. 3-5 in Alva during
NWOSU’s homecoming.

Brooke Whittet is
Miss Burlington

These Burlington senior boys have fun performing an original Star Wars skit
at the Miss Burlington Pageant. They are: Cooper Rockenbach,Weston Allen
and Kevin Kaumans.
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