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By Senator Roland Pederson 
While the Senate adjourned on 

May 15 by passing Senate Concurrent 
Resolution 12, we 
allowed ourselves 
the ability to come 
back to the Capitol 
and override any 
additional vetoes 
the governor may 
have handed down. 
Unfortunately, 
we did have to 

reconvene this past Friday to handle this 
business and ensure a couple of bills 
become law. 

Overriding a veto takes a two-thirds 
majority in both chambers, meaning 
there must be 68 “yes” votes in the 
House and 32 in the Senate. Any veto 
action we took was made with very 
careful consideration. 

Two of the measures the governor 
vetoed that we subsequently voted into 
law were House Bill 2749 and 2750. 
These bills worked together to authorize 
an additional $164 million bond package 
to fulfill the state’s matching contribution 
of funds for the higher education 
endowed chairs program. This means our 
college and university institutions will 
receive the money the state promised 
them, which will hopefully increase 
our educational outcomes. These two 
bills also end the state’s matching funds 
program in the future without needing 
further legislative action. 

We also overrode the veto for HB 
4049. This streamlines the online tag 

renewal process for motor vehicle 
registrations by funneling business to 
local tag agencies, which is especially 
important to our rural towns. The current 
online registration system can also be 
confusing, especially when deciding 
who should process the renewal. This 
change will make the system easier 
for folks to digitally renew their car 
registration. 

My office has also been diligently 
working to resolve problems for 
constituents and their unemployment 
claims. This has been a very time-
consuming process for us all, and I 
want you to know that I understand 
your frustration. The Oklahoma 
Employment Security Commission’s 
website is clearly overwhelmed, and 
despite efforts to update the system and 
increase staffing, there is still quite a bit 
of backlog. If you are having issues with 

Senate Review

Working to resolve
unemployment claim problems

your unemployment claim, please feel 
free to reach out to my office. We can’t 
promise you an immediate answer, but 
we can exhaust all avenues to help get 
the answers you need 

Finally, please don’t forget about 
the 2020 census. If you haven’t filled 
out your form, there’s still time, but it’s 
important that your household is counted 
as soon as possible. Critical federal 
funding for core services like education 
and health care is distributed based on 
population data collected by the census. 
You can respond online at 2020census.
gov, by phone at 844-330-2020 or by 
mail. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve 
you. If there is anything I can help you 
with, please do not hesitate to reach out. 
You can contact me via email at Roland.
Pederson@oksenate.gov or by phone at 
405-521-5630. 

Superintendent’s Honor Roll
7th Grade – Reagan Greve
8th Grade – Autumn Drake, Briggs 

Jewell
10th Grade – Clare Pollock
11th Grade – Nora Gugelmeyer
12th Grade – Adrienne Allison

Principal’s Honor Roll
7th Grade – Cheyenne Brown, Tyten 

Courson, Oakley DuVall
8th Grade – Arrington Allen, Jessica 

Jahay, Nathan McKitrick, Bryson 
Rathgeber

9th Grade – Jazzmin Binning, Jayden 
Michael

10th Grade – Grace Cantrell, Avery 
Greve, Caden Rathgeber, Antonio 
Vasquez

11th Grade – Chloe Blunk, Dane 
Coggins

12th Grade – Takira Blick, Kutter 
Jewell, Zane Lyons, Malayna McKitrick

Honorable Mention
8th Grade – Bryce DuVall
9th Grade – Brent Duncan, Cash 

Tomberlin
10th Grade – Bianca Binning, Alvaro 

Dominguez, Ruston Erikson, Gatlin 
Jewell

12th Grade – Gage Cantrell, Bryce 
Duncan, Trevor Rocks 

South Barber 7-12 4th 
Quarter Honor Roll
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Boosting your immunity to viruses
By Marione Martin

Memorial Day in this area 
was cloudy and overcast with 

intermittent light 
rain. Television 
newscasters said 
many of the usual 
Memorial Day 
ceremonies were 
canceled this year 
due to concerns 
about crowds 
gathering. 

The Memorial 
Day observance 

at the Alva Municipal Cemetery was 
held as normal at the flagpole. A small 
crowd gathered in a circle under the 
trees to watch the presentation of the 
colors by Boy Scout Troop 392. A 
benediction and speech followed. Just 
as the speech was concluding, a light 
sprinkle of rain began. About the only 
things different were the lack of the 
usual donuts and the appearance of a 
few people wearing masks.

By the way, the Alva cemetery has 
a new wall map showing how to find 
burial plots. It was donated by a local 
funeral home and is located in the 
covered pavilion, which is north on 
Flag at the cemetery. 

I chose to decorate graves on 
Sunday. It was much better weather, 
and I saw a lot of people out on the 
same task. My brother in Missouri said 
he and other family members traveled 
to the cemetery where our parents and 
grandparents are buried on Saturday.

I conversed with my niece in 
the Phoenix, Arizona, area over the 
weekend. She provided a glimpse 
of what life is like now in a heavily 
populated area. I told her Woods 
County has only three confirmed, 

since recovered cases of COVID-19. 
In her county, they’ve had over 8,000 
cases with 368 deaths. She said they 
do grocery pick-ups at a couple of 
stores. The only place they feel safe 
shopping is at Costco where everyone 
is required to wear a mask.

She’s been working from home. 
Her mother is in long-term care and 
having a hard time with the no visits 
policy. Her mother tested positive for 
COVID-19 earlier and was moved 
to quarantine although she had no 
symptoms. She’s had two negative 
tests and is back in her own room, but 
several in her unit have died. 

In Gov. Kevin Stitt’s plan for the 
reopening of Oklahoma, Phase 3 is 
scheduled to begin on June 1. No 
details have been listed as far as I can 
find. Hopefully, we’ll learn more this 
week. Although more businesses are 
open, some are still closed. Tuesday 
morning I saw a man trying the locked 
doors at a local bank.

Boosting Immunity
Whether you’re looking for 

ways to avoid colds or more serious 
illnesses like the coronavirus, building 
up your body’s immune system makes 
sense for all of us. The June Good 
Housekeeping magazine has an article 
listing some of the ways to improve 
your immunity.

First, you need to prioritize sleep. 
Most adults need seven to eight hours 
of sleep. Teens should get nine or ten, 
and kids in elementary school need 
ten or more hours a night. While you 
sleep, your immune system releases 
chemicals your body needs in order 
to fight off an infection. Sleep less, 
and your body produces less of these 
chemicals.

Move your body. Exercise helps 

you maintain a healthy weight and 
makes it easier to get a good night’s 
sleep. Studies suggest that moderate 
physical activity may decrease the 
rates of infection for viruses, including 
the flu and pneumonia, and also 
bacterial diseases.

Try to chill out. When you’re under 
stress, your body lowers activation of 
less immediately essential functions 
such as the immune response. Stress 
can lower your white cell count over 
time. The article suggests meditation, 
journaling and self-reflection or deep 
breathing to help lower stress.

Get some vitamin C. It’s a powerful 
antioxidant that seems to have a 
beneficial impact on the immune 
system. Some of the best food sources 
of vitamin C are citrus, strawberries, 
sweet potatoes and red bell peppers. 
Other fruits and vegetables provide C 
along with other important vitamins 
and phytonutrients. The recommended 
daily allowance of vitamin C is 75 to 
90 mg per day. People who smoke 
should get more.

Avoid drinking alcohol excessively. 
Frequent alcohol use significantly 
weakens our immune system. It messes 
with the function of immune cells in 
the upper airways, for example. One 
drink a day for women and two for men 
is considered moderate, according to 
the CDC.

Other suggestions in the article 
include probiotic foods (yogurt, 
sauerkraut and other fermented foods), 
protein from meat, shellfish and 
legumes (chickpeas, beans, lentils, 
peas), nuts which contain vitamin 
E (almonds, hazelnuts, peanuts, nut 
butters, etc.) and plenty of water.

It’s a good idea to assess your 
health regularly, perhaps once a month 
or more frequently. How are you doing 
at getting enough sleep? Are your 
healthy meal plans slipping? Whether 
you’re interested in trying to avoid 
the current pandemic or just avoiding 
catching every cold that goes around, 
keeping your immune system in shape 
is an important goal. 
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By Marione Martin
Tuesday morning the Woods County 

commissioners tabled action on the 
protocol for reopening the courthouse 
to the public. Randy McMurphy said 
Judge Mickey Hadwiger is writing 
up what he wants to happen for the 
commissioners to consider. They hope 
to have the protocol figured out by next 
week.

The commissioners also took no 
action on postponing the Treasurer’s 
Resale date. Treasurer David Manning 
has decided to let that date (June 8) 
stand. He plans to hold the sale in the 
lobby at the courthouse with spots 
marked out for participants to stand 
for social distancing. If more than ten 
people attend, the door will be opened 

so others may stand outside, or Manning 
may decide to conduct the sale outdoors.

In addition to McMurphy, 
commissioners David Hamil and 
John Smiley were also present. The 
commissioners approved the transfer 
of appropriations from E911 Personal 
Services Sales Tax to E911 Part-Time 
Sales Tax in the amount of $5,000. 
County Clerk Shelley Reed said this 
budget transfer should allow them to 
finish out their year.

A District 3 project agreement 
was approved between the county 
and the Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation (ODOT). The location 
is described as a bridge and approaches 
on NS-250 over Sand Creek, five miles 
east and 12.2 miles south of the junction 

of US64 and US281. Smiley said the 
location is about a mile south of the 
cemetery or 2.5 miles south of Craig 
Road. The road will be closed June 1 at 
that location.

The commissioners approved 
another project agreement with ODOT 
for what is known as the Freedom 
Cutoff. Smiley said that road will be 
closed later. Work includes grinding 
up the road surface, doing overlay 
and widening. The location is listed 
as County Road EW-19 beginning at 
Highway 14 and extending west four 
miles to NS-228.

The commissioners also approved 
minutes of the last meeting, blanket 
purchase orders, payroll, warrants and 
claims.

No action yet on Woods County 
Courthouse reopening

By Yvonne Miller 
Kiowa City Administrator Rusty 

Varnado confirmed to the Newsgram that 
he did submit his letter of resignation to 
the council. He said he’ll leave Kiowa 

after the June 8 meeting. 
Varnado said he is taking the city 

administrator position in Ellsworth, 
Kansas, with a population of about 3,200. 
Tuesday he said that the job in Ellsworth 
won’t be official until Wednesday.

He said there are two main factors for 

his leaving Kiowa. His family resides in 
Junction City and the folks at Ellsworth 
will allow him to live with his family 
for a while. “Also, it would be unfair to 
ask Kiowa (population of near 1,000) 
to match the salary they are offering,” 
Varnado said. 

Kiowa City Manager Varnado 
submits resignation
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Obituaries
DELMAR LAVARRE ALLEN
Delmar Lavarre Allen was born 

on June 22, 1928, on the family farm 
south of Byron, 
Oklahoma, to Orville 
and Ruth (Spry) 
Allen. He was the 
fifth of six children. 
He passed away at 
his son’s home in 
Cherokee, Oklahoma, 
surrounded by family 
on May 21, 2020, at 

the age of 91. 
Delmar attended school at Byron 

and graduated in 1946. He joined the 
Army in 1946 and was in the 8th Cavalry 
Division, stationed in Tokyo, Japan, in 
the occupational forces. He was honored 
to march before General Douglas 
McArthur. 

Following his honorable discharge in 
1948, he returned to Alfalfa County and 
helped with the family feed mill business 
in Burlington. He later helped his father 
with custom harvesting in western 
Kansas where he met and married the 
“farmer’s daughter” Melva Kuhlmann. 
They were married on June 1, 1952 at 
Lydia, Kansas. 

Following their marriage they moved 
to Byron. Delmar spent almost all of 
his life farming in the Byron area. He 
loved raising cattle and just recently 
sold his cow herd at the age of 91. He 
also loved brokering alfalfa all over the 
country including the Kentucky Derby. 
He founded Allen Hay and was an active 
member of the National Hay Association. 
His love of the land was passed down to 
their four children, Janet, June, Bill and 
Roger. 

Delmar also passed down a legacy of 
strong faith in God and his compassion 
for others in need. He was an active 
member of First Baptist Church and 
generously helped many people in need 
whenever possible. 

He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Melva; three brothers and one 
great-grandchild. 

His family and friends will greatly 
miss his jolly personality and his 
infectious laughter. He is survived by his 
four children, Janet Coontz of Enid, June 
Muff (Dan) of Garner, Iowa, Bill Allen of 
Cherokee, and Roger Allen (LeaAnn) of 
Cherokee. He was a devoted grandfather 

to ten grandchildren: Scott Coontz, 
Patricia Ledford, Michelle Klostermann, 
Andy Muff, Ann Urban, Josh Allen, 
Wesley Allen, Jared Allen, Thomas 
Allen and Addie Lambert; and four step-
grandchildren. He was blessed to have 
loved 21 great-grandchildren; five step-
great-grandchildren and two great-great 
grandchildren. Other survivors include 
one sister, Olive Hudgens, of Kansas 
and one brother, Kelly Allen (Carol), of 
Colorado. 

Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Public 
funeral service for Delmar were held 
on Tuesday, May 26, 2020, at First 
Baptist Church in Cherokee at 2 p.m. 
(The church and fellowship hall will 
be disinfected to follow COVID-19 
protocol.) Burial followed at the 
Byron-Amorita Cemetery. Livestream 
services may be watched on Facebook 
by searching First Baptist Church of 
Cherokee. 

In lieu of flowers, Delmar requested 
donations be given to Stamp Out 
Starvation with Lanman Funeral Home 
as custodian. 

TRESSA FAY DIRHAM
Funeral services will be Saturday, 

May 30, 2020, at 2 p.m. at Wharton 
Funeral Chapel. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.
com.

Tressa Fay, 
daughter of Betty Fay 
(Reid) and Robert 
(Bob) Lee, was born 
on October 23, 1969, 

in Haxtun, Colorado, and passed away 
in Oklahoma City on May 19, 2020, 
after a brief illness at the age of 50 years, 
6 months and 28 days. She started school 
in Capron, Oklahoma, and transferred 
to Burlington in 1976. She graduated 
from Burlington High School in 1987. 
She attended college at both Northern 
Oklahoma College and Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University. She also 
attended Northwest Technology Center at 
Alva. 

During her adult working career she 
worked at the Rope Factory in Kiowa, 
Kansas; at Enid State School and at  
Beadles Nursing Home, VAP Productions 

and Wal Mart. 
On May 8, 1999, she married the love 

of her life, Karl (Monty) Dirham, in an 
outdoor wedding north of Capron. With 
this union came a blended family, Wyatt T. 
Lee, Karl Dirham III and Brianna Parmer. 
She had seven grandchildren and a special 
little “grandson,” Michael Hawkins. 

Tressa entertained herself with word 
searches, Candy Crush, Color by Numbers 
and other games. Her TV time was 
westerns, Hallmark Christmas shows, and 
she enjoyed a great police drama. Everyone 
around her knew she loved the color green. 

Tressa is survived by husband Karl 
(Monty) and son Wyatt of the home in 
Alva; and siblings Rockey (Diana) Lee, 
Anita Tingler (Jo Sandoval), Angie (Don) 
Kirkley, Karen (Mike) Outhier of Enid, 
Shelley (Larry) Clark of Woodward, Jeff 
(Danette) Lee of Ringwood; and Karol 
(Carl) Parsons, Roger (Alice) Putnam and 
Donald (Julia) Lee, all of Alva; her sisters-
in-law Susan Yonemmura of Hawaii, Dory 
(Rex) Reader of Montana, Dee Rucker of 
Alva, and Tana Dirham of Enid; multiple 
nieces and nephews and many other family 
and friends. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; brothers-in-law Vernon, Harry and 
Andy; stepdaughter Kayla Dirham; sister 
Rena Maddux; and nephews Michael Lee 
and Aaron Lee Connell. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made in her memory 
to the Diabetes Association through 
Wharton Funeral Home.

OPAL IRENE FELLERS
Funeral services will be Friday, May 

22, 2020, at 2 p.m. at Cherokee First Baptist 
Church with Pastor 
Neil Gordon, Town 
and Country Christian 
Church, officiating. 
Burial will follow 
in Keith Cemetery. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.
com.

Opal Irene was born on December 5, 
1923, to Alma (Ball) and George W. Knott, 
in Perry Oklahoma, and departed this life 
on Wednesday, May 22, 2020, in Alva 

 See Obits Page 23
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By Yvonne Miller
“To quote the Grateful Dead from 

the song “Truckin’,” ‘what a long 
strange trip it’s been’ these last two 
months,” Grade 7-12 Principal Brent 
Shaffer told the South Barber Class 
of 2020 graduates and audience at the 
outdoor commencement on Main Street 
in downtown Kiowa, Kansas, Monday, 
May 18.

The original date for commencement 
was May 9, however due to the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic, such 
gatherings were not allowed. Kansas 
Gov. Laura Kelly sent out an order the 
day before the May 9 graduation that 
it could not happen until May 18. With 
school closures since mid-March in an 
attempt to flatten the curve to help stop 
spread of the contagious virus, high 

school seniors’ spring semester was 
ruined with cancellation of everything – 
no prom, no spring sports, no banquets, 
no awards, etc., and most likely no 
graduation. 

Principal Shaffer thanked all the 
staff, administration and community 
members who helped make this outdoor 
graduation possible. Graduates and their 
parents rode in golf carts to meet social 
distancing requirements (six feet apart).

“I want to thank all the parents, 
students, and community for support 
during this time,” Shaffer said. “I grew 
up in a town where people waved at each 
other on the road. Louisburg has grown 
and nobody waves. I’m happy and proud 
to live in a town that still waves!”

Principal Shaffer said, “In one of 
our senior class meetings, somebody 

The South Barber Class of 2020 members are: (from left, back row) Gage Cantrell, Bryce Duncan, Zane Lyons, Trevor 
Rooks, Kutter Jewell, Cody Thayer; (front) Maddison Dotts, Mercedes Rogge, Malayna McKitrick, Takira Blick, Hannah 
McCullough, Adrienne Allison, Desiree Doherty, Ellie McCullough. 

A non-traditional graduation South
Barber’s Class of 2020 will never forget
The year of the COVID-19 pandemic drastically 
changed high school seniors’ lives across America

brought up, are we “THAT CLASS?” At 
the time my reply was something along 
the line that every class thinks they are 
THAT CLASS. And you have been a 
good class overall, etc. 

“I was wrong. You have become 
THAT CLASS,” he said. “You are THAT 
CLASS that began the year with new 
clothes, hope and excitement for what 
your senior year would bring, and some 
ready to be sitting here already. 

“You are THAT CLASS that had a 
new volleyball coach for the first time 
in many years. You are THAT CLASS 
that led us through a fun football season 
where it seemed like every game was a 
home game and ended just short to the 
eventual state champions and everybody 
banged up. 

“You are THAT CLASS that had two 
new high school basketball coaches. You 
are THAT CLASS that had basketball 

 See Holdout Page 13
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By State Rep. Carl Newton 
The House and Senate both approved 

by overwhelming majorities a state 
appropriations’ bill for Fiscal Year 2021 in 
early May that was reduced only 3% from 
FY20. This was after the Equalization 
Board estimated a $1.4 billion, or 17%, 
decrease in revenue over that which was 
certified in February. 

The fact that we were able to get this 
budget done took great effort on the part 
of our legislative budget leaders. The 
governor did not agree with the budget 
and vetoed the appropriations’ bill and 
several of the other bills that contributed 
to the overall budget. The Legislature had 
no choice but to override his vetoes. To let 
them stand would have resulted in much 
more drastic cuts to state services and a 
12.5% cut to common education. 

The $7.7 billion FY21 budget that is 
now state law cuts many state agencies by 
only 4% and common education by 2.5%. 
There also is federal help, which can only 
be spent on COVID-19-related expenses, 
but many agencies will be able to show 
that many of their activities this year were 
in response to the pandemic, and therefore, 
they will be able to qualify for some of this 
funding. That will help offset the cuts they 
receive in the budget. 

We were able to hold cuts low by using 

every tool we had available to us – tapping 
state reserve funds, cutting some one-time 
expenses, utilizing apportionment reforms 
and allowing bonds in transportation and 
conservation. We were able to keep some 
of the reserves saved for the FY22 budget. 

I wanted to address a few points I’ve 
heard discussed inaccurately over the last 
few weeks. 

This budget does not harm our state 
pension funds. Over the past 15 years, the 
state has been putting an additional $300 
million a year to build up the retirement 
system. So, the total contributed in 
addition to those paying into the system is 
well over $6 billion. So, for the next two 
years, we are reducing the additional funds 
by $70 million. This change does not touch 
the corpus of the funds. Nor does it change 
retiree benefits. In fact, the Legislature 
approved a cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) this year that will improve 
benefits by up to 4% for most state retirees. 

Nor does this budget harm 
transportation. Again, we redirected some 
funds from transportation to education, but 
we more than offset that by allowing bonds 
to be issued for several roads projects. In 
fact, the Department of Transportation will 
receive about $4 million more this year 
than last. This keeps the state’s eight-year 
roads project list on track and the County 

Improvement for Roads and Bridges fund 
intact. 

As always, please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions. You 
may reach me by email at carl.newton@
okhouse.gov, or phone me at 405-557-
7339. Please continue to pray for our state 
and nation and continue to look for ways 
you can be a blessing to others. May God 
Bless you and the State of Oklahoma. 

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

FY21 budget only 3% less than 
FY20; misconceptions addressed

Alfalfa County 
enjoys large 
road-crossing 
permit fee
By Stacy Sanborn 

At last week’s meeting, after some 
time without receiving any permit fees, the 
commissioners approved a $44,000 road-
crossing permit. The item was inadvertently 
omitted from last week’s report on the 
meeting.

This week, commissioners in Alfalfa 
County had a short agenda Tuesday after 
the Memorial Day holiday and kicked 
off their meeting with the usual items of 
business. Jay Hague, Stan Tucker and 
Marvin Woodall approved minutes from 
the last session, payment warrants for 
maintenance and operations, and blanket 
purchase orders. 

On COVID-19 concerns, commissioners 
opted to keep the courthouse closed to the 
public because there have been no updates 
from the district attorney or governor to do 
differently. Hague said he hopes by their 
June 1 meeting, things will have changed, 
and some sense of normalcy will resume. 

Next, a private property easement 
was accepted in District 2 for the SE¼ 
of 14-26-12 to remove rock and material 
from a closed oilfield location. Lastly, the 
officials approved a resolution from Valerie 
Vetter’s (Alfalfa County’s treasurer) office 
requesting postponement of the 2020 June 
resale. 
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By Calvin Woodward
WASHINGTON (AP) — In the rub-

ble of buildings and lives, modern U.S. 
presidents have met national trauma with 
words such as these: "I can hear you." 
"You have lost too much, but you have 
not lost everything." "We have wept with 
you; we've pulled our children tight."

As diverse as they were in eloquence 
and empathy, George W. Bush, Bill Clin-
ton and Barack Obama each had his own 
way of piercing the noise of catastrophe 
and reaching people. 

But now, the known U.S. death toll 
from the coronavirus pandemic is fast 
approaching 100,000 on the watch of a 
president whose communication skills, 
potent in a political brawl, are not made 
for this moment.

Impeachment placed one indelible 
mark on Trump's time in office. Now 
there is another, a still-growing Ameri-
can casualty list that has exceeded deaths 
from the Vietnam and Korean wars com-
bined. U.S. fatalities from the most lethal 
hurricanes and earthquakes pale by com-
parison. This is the deadliest pandemic in 
a century.

Actual deaths from COVID-19 are 
almost certainly higher than the numbers 
show, an undercount to be corrected in 
time. 

At every turn Trump has asserted the 
numbers would be worse without his 

leadership. Yet the toll keeps climbing. It 
is well beyond what he told people to ex-
pect even as his public-health authorities 
started bracing the country in early April 
for at least 100,000 deaths. 

"I think we'll be substantially under 
that number," he said April 10." Ten days 
later: "We're going toward 50- or 60,000 
people." Ten days after that: "We're prob-
ably heading to 60,000, 70,000." 

The scale and swiftness of the pan-
demic's killing are unlike anything that 
confronted Trump's recent predecessors. 
Yet the calamity offers no where-were-
you moment — no flashpoint turning 
blue skies black, no fusillade at an ele-
mentary school. Instead the toll unfolds 
in stages of sickness.

The pandemic is playing out in a di-
vided country under a president who 
thrives on rousing his supporters and 
getting a rise out of those who don't like 
him, whether that means forgoing a mask, 
playing golf while millions hunker down 
or thrashing opponents on Twitter. He 
lowered flags to half staff to recognize 
those who have died from the virus but 
had them back up days before the 100,000 
marker was reached.

His feelings on Tuesday? He tweet-
ed to "all the political hacks out there" 
that without his leadership the lives lost 
would be far worse than the "100,000 
plus that looks like will be the number."

Early on, when only a few hundred 
had died, Trump was asked at a briefing 
what message he had for Americans who 
were scared. "You're a terrible reporter, 
that's what I say," he responded. "I think 
it's a very nasty question."

In the 1995 Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
the 2012 mass shooting at Sandy Hook 
school and other national nightmares 
that brought flags to half staff, presidents 
found more soothing words for the fright-
ened and grieving than Trump's boiler-
plate line that one death is too many.

Empathy was Clinton's wheelhouse. 
The rhetorically fumbly Bush grabbed 
eloquence by the bullhorn. The cool and 
controlled Obama cried.

Trump? "I've never seen a president 
with less capacity for empathy," said An-
drew J. Polsky, a political science profes-
sor at Hunter College, City University of 
New York, who has studied such leader-
ship traits for decades. "He doesn't even 
try. ... It's way outside his emotional com-
fort zone."

Clinton's touchy-feely ways are for-
ever symbolized by his assurance that "I 
feel your pain," which did not come from 
a tragic moment at all but rather an epic 
smackdown of a heckler. Challenged by 
an AIDS activist in New York in 1992 
who said the Democratic candidate was 
more about ambition than achievement, 
Clinton told the man "I know how it hurts 
... I feel your pain" but "quit talking to me 
like that."

"I'm sick and tired of all these people 
who don't know me, know nothing about 
my life ... making snotty-nosed remarks 
about how I haven't done anything in my 
life," Clinton told the crowd and the ac-
tivist.

But Clinton's remarks as president at 
the memorial service for the victims of 
the Oklahoma City domestic terrorist at-
tack in 1995 exemplified compassionate 
leadership  and helped dig him out of a 
political hole.

"You have lost too much, but you 
have not lost everything," he told the be-
reaved families. "And you have certainly 

US nears 100,000 pandemic 
deaths: Does Trump feel your pain?

 See Trump Page 32
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By John D. Hanna
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas' 

Democratic governor on Tuesday vetoed 
a sweeping coronavirus measure passed 
by the Republican-controlled Legisla-
ture, ratcheting up a partisan dispute 
over her response to the pandemic and 
possibly setting up a court fight over her 
power to direct it.

Gov. Laura Kelly not only vetoed the 
measure approved by lawmakers in the 
last moments of their 2020 session to 
curb her emergency powers, but prom-
ised to issue a new emergency declara-
tion to replace one that was set to expire. 
Many Republicans believe she doesn't 
have the legal authority to do that.

Kelly also is heightening the conflict 
by calling the Legislature back into spe-
cial session on June 3 to tackle corona-
virus measures.

The bill was meant to shield busi-
nesses and health care providers from 
coronavirus-related lawsuits and take 
control of the state's pandemic response 
from Gov. Laura Kelly, including deci-
sions about how to spend $1.25 billion 
in federal relief funds.

The lawmakers' last day in session  
lasted 24 hours straight. Kelly has called 
it the "most embarrassing, irresponsible 
display of government that we have wit-
nessed throughout this ordeal." 

"The process was messy, confusing 
and complicated but it didn't have to 
be," Kelly said during a news confer-
ence Tuesday.

Democrats had objected to curbing 
Kelly's power and shielding substandard 
nursing homes and manufacturers of de-
fective personal protective equipment 
from liability.

Republicans believe Kelly has 
moved too slowly to reopen the state's 
economy and has too aggressively im-
posed restrictions. She imposed a state-
wide stay-at-home order from March 30 
until May 4 and plans to lift restrictions 
on businesses in phases through June 23.

Kelly joined fellow Democratic gov-
ernors in Michigan, Pennsylvania and 
Wisconsin in facing a strong backlash 
from Republicans over their handling 
of the pandemic. The others govern in 
swing states important to President Don-

ald Trump's reelection, but he won Kan-
sas handily in 2016 and is expected to 
carry it again this year.

The bill approved Friday required 
Kelly to get permission from legislative 
leaders to keep businesses closed for 
more than 15 days or to exercise oth-
er broad powers granted to governors 
during emergencies after May 31. Coun-
ties that could document a case for lesser 
restrictions could impose them.

Shielding businesses from lawsuits 
is a priority of Republicans and business 
groups nationally. Unions said the bill 
could grant "total immunity" and called 
it dangerous.

Because legislators adjourned for the 
year, they cannot override a Kelly veto. 
Republicans had hoped that passing a 
bill would box Kelly in because her ex-
isting state of emergency was set to ex-
pire Tuesday.

The bill would have extended the 
state of emergency through May 31, 
then required Kelly to seek permission 
from the Legislature to extend it. 

If the state of emergency had ended, 
some 30 orders that Kelly issued would 
expire, including those banning evic-
tions for people who can't pay their rent 
during the pandemic and prohibiting 
utility cutoffs.

State Attorney General Derek 
Schmidt, a Republican, issued a legal 

opinion last week saying Kansas law 
doesn't allow multiple declarations 
during the same emergency. His opin-
ion is non-binding, but could fuel legal 
challenges.

The state's top health official mean-
while urged Kansans who joined large 
gatherings at Missouri's Lake of the 
Ozarks during the Memorial Day week-
end to self-quarantine for 14 days to 
prevent spreading the coronavirus.

Social media posts showed large 
crowds at pools, bars and restaurants 
near the lake without any social dis-
tancing or masks. 

"The reckless behavior displayed 
during this weekend risks setting our 
community back substantially for the 
progress we've already made in slow-
ing the spread of COVID-19," said Dr. 
Lee Norman, Secretary of the Kansas 
Department of Health and Environ-
ment. "If you traveled to Lake of the 
Ozarks over the weekend, we urge you 
to act responsibly and self-quarantine 
to protect your neighbors, coworkers 
and family."

Kansas governor vetoes bill 
limiting her emergency powers
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By Yvonne Miller
Lou Leone became administrator for 

the City of Kiowa (Kansas) in November 
2015 and left in July 2019. He reportedly 
took the job as city administrator in New 
London, Wisconsin, at the time. 

It came to the Newsgram’s attention a 
few days ago that Leone was one of three 
city officials “who were removed from 
their positions” by the New London City 
Council.

An article in the Waupaca County 
Post, written by Robert Cloud, said that 
“City Administrator Lou Leone, Finance 
Director Judy Radke and Human 
Resources Coordinator Jill Maus were 
apparently removed from their positions 
on Monday, May 18.”

Cloud wrote, “The mayor and city 
council refused to discuss what happened 
to three employees who are no longer 
with the city.”

The agenda for a special Finance 
and Personnel Committee Meeting on 

Thursday, May 21, included an item, 
“Discuss and act on proposals for city 
administrator, finance director/treasurer 
and city HR coordinator.” 

The article told about citizens raising 
questions at the meeting about the 
three staff members who are no longer 
employed with the city.

“It’s not up for discussion,” Herter 
said. “It’s a private matter that I’m not 
obliged to talk about here.” 

When asked by the public if the New 
London council had a meeting Monday 
to tell the three employees they resign or 
be fired, Herter said that further questions 
should be directed to the city attorney. 

Conflict Erupted at December 
Meeting

Cloud told the Newsgram about a 
story he wrote in early December 2019 
that clearly had “conflict among city 
administrative staff out into the open 
during a Finance and Personnel Committee 
meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 4.”

The article tells about city payroll 
checks stolen. The two women who 
are no longer employed by the city, 
Radke and Maus, went to that finance 
committee meeting to explain how a 
criminal intercepted the Fire Chief Mark 
Wilfuer’s direct deposit paychecks from 
February to September. 

Cloud’s article had numerous 
comments from the women. Radke 
told how when their city administrator 
Kent Hager retired in May she felt 
qualified to replace him. Cloud wrote 
that “Radke said she believes she was 
not given the opportunity because she is 
female and that she felt the city has been 
discriminating against her.”

Cloud’s article further stated that 
Radke “told the committee that two 
weeks after the new administrator 
arrived, ̀ I’m charged with harassment.’” 
The article has numerous comments 
from the involved three people that show 
definite conflict. 

Former Kiowa City Administrator 
Leone removed with
two others from Wisconsin job

SCOTT CITY, Kan. (AP) — A resi-
dent of a western Kansas town is claiming 
in a lawsuit that the mayor violated resi-
dents' free-speech rights by deleting criti-
cism on social media of how the town was 
responding to the coronavirus pandemic.

Tracy Chambless says in the lawsuit 
that Scott City and its mayor, Everett 
Green, removed critical comments from 
the mayor's Facebook page and a local 
news page that Green controls. It also 
contends that the city council has not pro-
vided a means for public comment since 
banning residents from meetings in April 
in response to the pandemic.

Scott City, a town of nearly 3,800 res-
idents is about 200 miles (320 kilometers) 
northwest of Wichita.

Green last week declined to comment 
on the lawsuit until he had time to con-

sult with an attorney, The Wichita Eagle 
reported.

Chambless, a frequent critic of Scott 
City government, also said in the lawsuit 
that the city unlawfully removed her and 
others' criticisms of the police depart-
ment's response to a domestic dispute in-
volving her son earlier this month.

Before the pandemic, the city council 
responded to several disagreements with 
Chambless by requiring residents to put 
any complaints in writing and schedule 
a time to appear before the council, the 
lawsuit alleges. And in April the council 
barred the public from attending meetings 
in response to the coronavirus.

Since the pandemic began, Kansas 
Attorney General Derek Schmidt has 
said local government boards could meet 
without the public but must provide a rea-

sonable alternative opportunity for public 
comment.

The lawsuit seeks a court order pro-
hibiting the mayor or other city officials 
from deleting or blocking comments on 
social media and overturning the limita-
tions on comments at council meetings. It 
also seeks unspecified monetary damages 
of more than $75,000.

The number of coronavirus cases in 
the state rose Monday to 9,218, up 260 
from Friday, when numbers were last re-
leased. The state has recorded 188 deaths, 
three more than on Friday. 

For most people, the coronavirus caus-
es mild or moderate symptoms that clear 
up in two to three weeks. The elderly and 
people with existing health problems are 
susceptible to more severe illness, includ-
ing pneumonia, or death.

Lawsuit: Kansas mayor deleted 
posts panning virus response
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Oklahoma, at the age of 96 years, 5 months and 15 days.
She spent her younger years in Perry, Oklahoma, and 

after attending college, taught school for a brief time in Avard, 
Oklahoma. 

Miss Knott was married to Paul Fellers on October 16, 1948, 
in Perry, Oklahoma. They made their home on a farm southwest of 
Burlington, and to this union a son, Jeffery Paul Fellers, was born. 

Opal was a housewife, and wrote poetry. She enjoyed painting 
and was a faithful helper to her husband and enjoyed being a mom 
to her son.

She enjoyed reading and was a member as the Driftwood 
Study Club. Opal was a kind considerate woman and loved to sing 
and take care of the farm chickens that she raised. She especially 
enjoyed the care she received at Beadles Nursing Home.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Paul; her brother, 
Otis; and sister, Audrey.

She leaves to mourn her passing her son, Jeff Fellers of 
Burlington, grandsons, Jack Fellers, brother, Joshua and his 
mother, Anna, of San Angelo, Texas, a nephew, Kenneth and Sue 
Fellers of Burlington, a niece, Cheryl Jacobs, of Yukon, and lastly 
a nephew, Mike Cordes, of Tonkowa, other relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made in 
her memory to Beadles Nursing Home through Wharton Funeral 
Chapel.

From Page 8 Obits
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By Ken Miller
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — An 

Oklahoma City-based hospital system 
on Tuesday began allowing limited vis-
itation to most patients, including those 
with the coronavirus, as the state con-
tinues to reopen.

Integris Health said some patients 
can designate one person as a “patient 
representative” who can visit between 7 
a.m. and 7 p.m. daily.

Patients in obstetrics, pediatrics and 
neonatal intensive care may have two 
representatives, but no visitors will be 
allowed for patients in isolation except 
for those near death.

The representative must be 18 or 
older and follow hospital health safe-
ty rules that include hand washing and 
wearing masks. The statement did not 
address whether the visitors would be 
allowed to touch the patients or if so-
cial distancing guidelines would be 
enforced, and a spokesperson did not 
immediately return phone calls for 
comment.

Gov. Kevin Stitt’s reopening plan al-
lows the patient representatives in hos-
pitals “subject to any screening proce-
dures required by the facility including 
temperature screenings, observance of 
hand hygiene practices, and the wearing 
of their own mask at all times while in 
the facility.” 

The policy is considered strict and 
likely will remain so “because we have 
the most vulnerable health population 
in the state,” said Dr. David Chansolme, 
medical director of infection prevention 
at Integris.

“These are the sickest people,” with 
the least immunity to infection, Chan-
solme said.

The hospital’s waiting rooms and 
common areas will remain closed. 

REOPENING
Stitt said his plan to reopen Oklaho-

ma remains on track. The next phase of 
the reopening will include unrestricted 
staffing at worksites and the reopening 
of church and school summer camps.

Oklahoma has allowed the limited 

reopening of churches, restaurants and 
bars, and weddings, funerals and orga-
nized sports can resume.

Visitors continue to be banned from 
care facilities such as nursing homes.

CORONAVIRUS NUMBERS
The number of confirmed coronavi-

rus cases in Oklahoma increased by 47 
on Tuesday with five additional deaths 
due to COVID-19, the state Department 
of Health reported.

There are at least 6,137 people in-
fected and 318 deaths, up from 6,090 
cases and 313 deaths reported Monday.

The case count is likely far higher 
because many people have not been 
tested, and studies suggest people can 
be infected and not feel sick.

For most people, the coronavirus 
causes mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough that clear up in 
two to three weeks. For some, especial-
ly older adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause more se-
vere illness, including pneumonia, and 
death.

Hospital begins limited visitation 
amid Oklahoma reopening

LONDON (AP) — J.K. Rowling is 
publishing a new story called "The Ick-
abog," which will be free to read online 
to help entertain children and families 
stuck at home during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The "Harry Potter" author said 
Tuesday she wrote the fairy tale for her 
children as a bedtime story over a de-
cade ago. Set in an imaginary land, it 

is a stand-alone story "about truth and 
the abuse of power" for children from 7 
to 9 years old and is unrelated to Rowl-
ing's other books.

Rowling said the draft of the story 
had stayed in her attic while she fo-
cused on writing books for adults. She 
said her children, now teenagers, were 
"touchingly enthusiastic" when she re-
cently suggested retrieving the story 

and publishing it for free. 
"For the last few weeks I've been 

immersed in a fictional world I thought 
I'd never enter again. As I worked to 
finish the book, I started reading chap-
ters nightly to the family again," she 
said. 

"'The Ickabog's first two readers 
told me what they remember from 
when they were tiny, and demanded the 
reinstatement of bits they'd particularly 
liked (I obeyed)."

The first two chapters were posted 
online Tuesday, with daily instalments 
to follow until July 10.

The book will be published in print 
later this year, and Rowling said she 
will pledge royalties from its sales to 
projects helping those particularly af-
fected by the pandemic.

JK Rowling publishes first 
chapters of new story online
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By Heather Hollingsworth 
MISSION, Kan. (AP) — Public 

pools will look very different this sum-
mer if they open at all with the coro-
navirus threat still looming, as teenage 
lifeguards will be tasked with main-
taining social distancing and spotting 
COVID-19 symptoms in addition to 
their primary responsibility of prevent-
ing drownings.

Pools that do plan to open will take 
precautions, including screening tem-
peratures on entry, requiring lifeguards 
to wear masks and significantly reduc-
ing the number of swimmers allowed 
in the water and locker rooms, said Dr. 
Justin Sempsrott, the medical director 
for the lifeguard certification program 
Starguard Elite and executive director 
of Lifeguards Without Borders, which 
works to reduce drownings worldwide.

"It's definitely not going to be busi-
ness as usual this season," he said.

Amid the uncertainty, sales of inflat-
able pools that cost less than $150 have 
increased by 165% over the seven-week 
period that began March 15, compared 
with the same period last year, accord-
ing to NPD Group, a data and consulting 
firm. Meanwhile, most of the people who 
were planning to install in-ground pools 
in their yards before the COVID-19 
shutdown caused economic havoc have 
decided to proceed, said Sabeena Hick-
man, the CEO of the Pool & Hot Tub 
Alliance, an industry trade group, which 
reached out to the country's top 25 resi-
dential pool builders.

"It appears as if a lot of people are 
looking for pools and hot tubs for stay-

cations," she said. "We are anticipating 
that it will be a strong season for back-
yard pools."

Walmart reported an uptick in the 
sales of pools and swimming gear such 
as foam noodles, and Bass Pro Shops 
said more people have been buying 
fishing gear and kayaks, though neither 
company provided specifics. 

"If there is a bright spot in this hor-
rible COVID-19 tragedy, it's the unprec-
edented interest from fathers, mothers, 
grandparents, aunts and uncles all want-
ing to take their family out to enjoy 
nature," said Johnny Morris, Bass Pro 
Shops' founder and CEO. 

Properly chlorinated pools can kill 
the virus, but youngsters splashing 
around together could be unwittingly 
spreading it without knowing they are 
infected, said Sempsrott, who is also an 
emergency room doctor in Boise, Idaho, 
who has treated COVID-19 patients.

Some pool operators have decided 
to delay opening or just offer lap swim-
ming and lessons, while others have 
already called it quits. The National 
Recreation and Park Association, a 
nonprofit that advocates on behalf of 
public parks, recreation and conserva-
tion, said 31% of agencies with pools 
have decided not to open them this 
summer and 46% were awaiting addi-
tional guidance from government and 
health officials before making a deci-
sion. Of those that are opening, only 
5% plan to operate fully; the other 18% 
will do so with truncated offerings.

Among those that have opted not 
to open their pools this summer is 
the Kansas City suburb of Mission. 
In normal times, its outdoor pool is 
packed with kids, including a roughly 
300-strong swim team, afternoon day 
camps and neighborhood children just 
looking to cool off and have fun.

City spokeswoman Emily Randel 
said opening this summer would have 
been too difficult given the added re-
sponsibilities of enforcing social dis-
tancing that would largely have fallen 
to teenage lifeguards. Kansas officials 
also have made June 8 the earliest that 
public pools can open.

"Putting it on our youngest staff 
seems like quite a burden for them," 

she said. 
Sempsrott said lifeguards will be 

"essential health care providers" this 
summer and will need to be provid-
ed with protective gear and a plan for 
what to do if a swimmer who arrives 
in apparently good health suddenly 
starts coughing or displaying other 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

"The aquatic industry has been built 
on safety and prevention," Sempsrott 
said. "If we aren't able to safely open 
and reduce risk to an acceptable lev-
el, it doesn't make sense to open in the 
middle of a pandemic."

There are also financial concerns 
that need to be weighed. Some places 
have said they can't afford to open their 
pools because of the decline in tax rev-
enue caused by the coronavirus and the 
efforts to slow it's spread. New York 
City, for example, estimates it will 
save $12 million by keeping its pools 
closed.

The closures will also mean the loss 
of many summer swim teams. USA 
Swimming has already canceled some 
high-level summer meets.

Sempsrott, meanwhile, warned that 
there could be more child deaths, as 
beginner swimmers take their chances 
in backyard pools without a lifeguard 
watching and with parents who may be 
distracted as they juggle working from 
home.

The kids are going to slip away 
into the backyard pool because you are 
on a Zoom meeting," said Sempsrott. 
"Before, they would have been in pre-
school."

Similar concerns were raised by the 
American Canoe Association, which 
also promotes kayaking and rafting. 
Beth Spilman, the interim executive 
director of the group, said it is hearing 
that boating could be at an all-time high 
this summer and is considering a social 
media campaign to promote safety. 

"We know that there are concerns in 
the paddling community that there will 
be an influx of beginner or armature 
paddlers who are perhaps getting on 
the water without adequate instruction 
and that will cause an issue for local 
safety and rescue and perhaps for the 
Coast Guard," she said.

US communities face tough 
choices on opening public pools
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By Pat Graham
Usain Bolt ran the 100 meters in 9.58 

seconds. Dr. Vikas Saini recently put on 
10 socks in an official time of 9.23.

Both have the same title: world record 
holder.

From sock feats to fancy footwork us-
ing rolls of toilet paper, records are still 
being set even with many sports on hold 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. Guin-
ness World Records receives about 1,000 
applications each month from would-be 
record breakers throughout North Ameri-
ca. The company has long been known as 
the keeper of accomplishments ranging 
from the fascinating (longest fingernails) 
to the far-out ( most body piercings ) and 
of course the "give-it-a-whirl" possibili-
ties (walking on hands, anyone?).

But their recent online challenges 
have been soaring in popularity with 
many sheltering at home. Wind up as the 
top leapfrogger, pyramid can-stacker or 
one-handed, crisscross LEGO builder 
and, if adjudicated, earn the label: "Guin-
ness World Records title holder." 

"We're inside, but we still want to 
be able to inspire creativity, lift people's 
spirits and just continue to provide an 
outlet for people to learn about and ex-
plore world records," records manager 
Chrissy Fernandez said. 

The online challenges are designed 
to be performed with minimal equipment 
and in a way to adhere to stay-at-home 
mandates. There are also kid-friendly 
contests.

As for the book, who didn't scroll 
through the pages growing up in search 
of records to possibly attempt? The Guin-
ness database contains more than 50,000 
unique marks. A sampling: 

— The fastest hole of golf by an indi-
vidual is listed at 1 minute, 29.62 seconds. 

— The quickest time to run the 
100-meter hurdles while wearing swim 
fins is 14.82 seconds for a male and 
18.523 for a female. 

— The most basketball bounces in 
one minute: 656 (using two basketballs). 

The notion of collecting intriguing 
records was put in motion by Sir Hugh 
Beaver in the 1950s  when he was man-
aging director of Guinness Brewery. As 
the story goes: He was attending a shoot-
ing party in Ireland when he and his com-

panions began to squabble over Europe's 
fastest game bird. There was no quick 
way to solve the dispute.

He asked twins Norris and Ross 
McWhirter, who were fact-finding re-
searchers, to compile a record book fea-
turing topics that would help solve bar 
debates. 

The first volume was published in 
1955 and by 1964 a million copies had 
been sold. Later, a TV series was added. 

Guinness also features a Hall of 
Fame. Among the inductees was Rob-
ert Wadlow, the world's tallest man who 
was measured at 8 feet, 11.1 inches (2.72 
meters) in 1940. Another Hall of Famer 
is Lee Redmond, whose fingernails fa-
mously measured more than 28 feet (8.65 
meters). 

In a typical year, Guinness receives 
about 47,000 record inquiries from 178 
countries. Of those, around 8,000 are ap-
proved. 

David Rush of Boise, Idaho, recently 
became the record holder through the on-
line challenge in the category of "fastest 
to put on 10 T-Shirts." His winning time 
was 15.61 seconds. He practiced so much 
he bruised his wrist from knocking it 
against his head. 

Rush is no stranger to world records. 
He already holds many marks, includ-
ing most juggling catches on a unicycle 
while blindfolded (30), longest duration 
balancing a bicycle on his chin (6 min-
utes, 1.07 seconds) and most baseball bat 
spins in a minute (94).

"I loved watching the specials on TV 
and thumbing through the book occasion-
ally," said Rush, who's a senior product 
manager at a technology company. "I was 
fascinated by it and would be like, 'Hey, I 
wish I could do that.'"

Jed Hockin is renowned for his soccer 
skills and trick-shot artistry. Last month, 
he set a record by juggling a roll of toilet 
paper with his foot as part of an online 
challenge. This was his fourth Guinness 
record. 

Next on his radar: Most soccer (foot-
ball) touches in an hour. The mark stands 
at 11,901. 

"I am looking to break heaps more 
Guinness World Records," Hockin wrote 
in an email from Toowoomba, Australia. 

Then there's Saini, who proved light-

ning quick while putting on 10 different 
socks as he sat on the floor in his home in 
India. His strategy: Have fun with it.

"Amazing in the sense that it was not 
thought even in the dreams that on one 
fine morning I will be having such a pres-
tigious title for exercising (a) tiny effort," 
Saini wrote in an email. 

His burst of speed with socks made 
him appreciate the quickness of Bolt all 
the more. The iconic sprinter from Ja-
maica lowered his 100 time to 9.58 at the 
2009 world championships.

"We can't imagine the all-out effort 
made by him," Saini wrote. 

Since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
Guinness officials have noticed more re-
cord attempts from homes and gardens. 
They've received applications for records 
ranging from "most sticky notes stuck on 
the body in 30 seconds" to "tallest cot-
ton plant" to "most jumping jacks in one 
minute."

Fernandez is among the Guinness re-
cords managers tasked with authenticat-
ing world marks. 

Last fall, she attended record attempts 
by the Harlem Globetrotters. The legend-
ary exhibition basketball squad set six 
marks that day, including farthest behind-
the-back shot and most bounced basket-
ball figure-eight maneuvers blindfolded 
in one minute. 

These days, records are corroborated 
online. 

"We're just adapting (record break-
ing) to this time," Fernandez explained. 
"We want to keep people engaged and 
having fun because being inside can be a 
little boring."

From sock feats to leapfrog, 
Guinness crowns record holders
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OKLAHOMA CITY — Gerald 
Jaquith lived a frugal, unassuming life. 
A math teacher who’d retired from 
Ringwood High School, he was still 
driving the Ford truck he’d bought in 
1986 when he died last summer in an 
accident on his Waynoka farm at the age 
of 78.

Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation officials were recently 
surprised to learn that Jaquith, who’d 
given OMRF approximately $7,500 
over a period of 33 years, had made 
the Oklahoma City nonprofit the sole 
beneficiary of his estate. They were 
stunned when they discovered the estate 
totaled more than $2 million in assets.

Jaquith never told John Meinders, his 
long-time attorney, why he chose OMRF 
as his beneficiary, but the Woodward 
lawyer suspects it stems from his client’s 
loss of his brother and parents to heart 
disease.

“Gerald was a man with vision and a 
strict set of values. He always wanted to 
help other people,” said Meinders.

Jaquith grew up in rural Woods 
County, on land that his family settled 
around the time of the Land Run. Jaquith 
helped his father tend nearly 1,000 acres 
of land, where the family grew wheat 
and raised cattle.

After college, Jaquith made his way 
to Texas and New Mexico, teaching high 
school math in both places. But when 
his father and brother passed away, he 
returned to western Oklahoma in 1984 
to help his mother run the farm.

Jaquith continued teaching math in 
the Shattuck and Ringwood schools, 
encouraging his charges to head to 
college and expand their horizons, much 
as he had.

Mark Dickinson, a friend who helped 
Jaquith tend his farm for many years, 
described Jaquith as “a good-natured, 
everyday kind of person, the type of guy 
who would stop to help someone broken 
down on the side of the road.”

Dickinson said he wasn’t surprised 
when he learned his friend had left his 

Gerald Jaquith lived in this modest farm home near Waynoka. 

Waynoka man leaves
surprising gift to research

Gerald Jaquith had a career as a math teacher in Shattuck and Ringwood 
schools. When he passed away in 2019, he left an estate valued at more than $2 
million to the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation.

Don’t Lock
Me In

The
Car!

 See Research Page 39
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tears a half dozen times in a brief state-
ment and spoke of hugging America's 
children and his own "a little tighter" than 
before. 

He told mourners at Newtown's 
prayer vigil two days later that "all across 
this land of ours, we have wept with you, 
we've pulled our children tight." He talk-
ed about the teacher who told terrified 
kids in a barricaded room, "show me your 
smile," and about the child who told terri-
fied teachers: "I know karate. So it's OK. 
I'll lead the way out." 

Obama spoke admiringly during his 
presidency of "the incredible strength 
and resolve" of Bush's bullhorn speech, 
despite their differences over the Iraq war 
and other matters of policy. In the midst 
of a catastrophe or when looking back on 
it, presidents cite the words of predeces-
sors to project continuity and grace.

This, too, is not Trump's way. He at-
tacks Obama and snorts at Bush's appeal 
from retirement for empathy and unity at 
a time of national emergency.

"He's a human being with certain 
qualities," Polsky said of Trump. In this 
crisis, "these qualities haven't been useful 
because they don't unite people, they don't 
express concern for people's well-being." 

Trump came to power mirroring the 
grievances, anger and resentment of those 
who felt forgotten, Polsky said, and he re-
mains angry, resentful and aggrieved — 
you could say true to himself.

waste to the World Trade Center and a 
chunk of the Pentagon.

Three days after that, Bush visited 
a mosque to make common cause with 
American Muslims facing hate on the 
streets because of the extremists from 
abroad. "Islam is peace," he said. "Wom-
en who cover their heads in this country 
must feel comfortable going outside their 
homes. Moms who wear cover must be 
not intimidated in America."

Masterful oratory brought Obama to 
national prominence, and measured calm 
marked his demeanor as president. Unlike 
his emotional vice president, Joe Biden, 
Obama practiced his own kind of social 
distancing, to the point of aloofness.

The murder of 20 "beautiful little 
children" and six adults at Sandy Hook 
brought a different Obama to the podium 
the day of the attack, as he swiped at his 

not lost America, for we will stand with 
you for as many tomorrows as it takes."

Henry Cisneros, his housing secretary, 
told the University of Virginia's Miller 
Center  that Clinton that day and Bush at 
smoldering Ground Zero six years later 
did what presidents are called to do.

"There are moments when — and I 
think 9/11 was that for President Bush 
— you realize this is not about politics 
and this is not about momentary victories 
and this is not about your own legacy," he 
said. "It's about the burden you're carry-
ing for the people."

Bush, in off-the-cuff words through a 
bullhorn  to New York firefighters strain-
ing to hear him, bellowed: "I can hear 
you, the rest of the world hears you, and 
the people who knocked these buildings 
down will hear all of us soon." That was 
three days after Islamic terrorism laid 

From Page 18 Trump

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — Searchers used 
sonar on Tuesday to examine a Tulsa pond 
for two young children last seen days ago 
with their noncustodial mother, who was 
arrested after being questioned about their 
disappearance.

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol and 
Tulsa firefighters joined Tulsa police in 
searching a pond near an east Tulsa apart-
ment complex for 3-year-old Miracle 
Crook and 2-year-old Tony Crook.

Authorities have previously used a he-
licopter, a boat and divers in unsuccessful 
searches of the pond.

“So now we are going to clear this lo-
cation and we’re going to head back ... and 
we’re going to reassess and see if we can 
do some sonar searching within the pond 
that’s in the apartment complex,” Tulsa 
Officer Jeanne Pierce told reporters at the 
scene.

Tulsa police did not immediately return 
phone calls Tuesday for further comment.

An aunt of the two has legal custody 
of them, but they were last seen Friday 
with their mother. Donisha Willis, 24, was 
arrested the same day on charges of child 
neglect and assaulting a police officer.

Jail records do not list an attorney for 
Willis.

During a Sunday news conference, Po-
lice Chief Wendell Franklin painted a po-
tentially grim outlook of the fate of the two 
missing toddlers.

“There’s only two things that can hap-
pen here ... these children are either on 
someone’s couch asleep and the people 
that they’re with don’t know that these 
children are missing, or these children are 
dead,” Franklin said, “and every single 
moment that these children are away leads 
us to believe the latter.”

Sonar used to search Oklahoma 
pond for 2 missing children
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Plat Maps
Available

Maps for Woods,
Alfalfa, Major
County, OK

& Barber County, KS
$30 plus tax
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620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200

Wall maps for Woods
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Spirit week and were ready to play and 
… the other team called and had to 
reschedule. 

You are THAT CLASS that had their 
basketball Homecoming ceremony on a 
Thursday and dance on a Friday. 

“Then it happened, not in one big 
boom, but a quick trickle of events 
that seemed to cancel everything in its 
path … including the use of our school 
buildings. You are THAT CLASS that is 
the first class in the history of education 
in America to finish your senior year 
online. You handled it, you did it, you 
finished it. I am proud of you for hanging 
in there and getting through it. 

“You have been given a gift in a 
way. We preach `Control what you can 
control.’ You have been thrown into 
a situation that you could not control. 
The situation through no wrongdoing 
of your own and with no real control 
over the bigger picture … but you have 
realized that you can still have success, 
you can still move on positively, you can 
still succeed! The sun will still come up 
tomorrow! That is a valuable life lesson. 
You controlled what you could control.” 

In closing, Principal Shaffer said, 
“To borrow from my late friend, South 
Barber graduate Monty Williams, I wish 
you all the best of luck in the ‘game of 
life.’

Class President Trevor Rooks
Welcoming everyone to graduation, 

Class of 2020 President Trevor Rooks 
gave an impassioned speech, thanking 
everyone, “Because it took an entire 
town to get us here. All of the support at 
athletic games and academic events, all 
the parades, homecomings, and proms. 
Without all of that support, none of us 
would be able to walk across this stage.”

Rooks recalled his class beginning 
with some humor. “For many of us, 

South Barber has been our home ever 
since pre-K, when we used to play in our 
basement classroom with Mrs. Diel. We 
finally felt like big kids when we moved 
on up to Mrs. Rooks (in kindergarten), 
where she taught us how to tie our shoes, 
even though some of us still have trouble 
with that,” referring – in an ornery tone – 
to his classmate Gage Cantrell. 

He made a statement that really 
summed up the year for his class: 
“Throughout your high school career, 
you try to envision how your last few 
weeks will go. You wonder just how bad 
senioritis will be. You question whether 
you will be sad on your last day of 
school, or will you be happy that it has 
finally come? Never in a million years, 
however, did I think that it would be over 
when I left the school for spring break. 
At first, I think many of us were excited 
at the idea of not having to go back to 
school for the last nine weeks. But soon, 
many of us were kind of bummed about 
all of the things we were going to miss 
out on. However, we’ve done what we 
could to make the best of it; time goes 
on, the world will keep on spinning, and 
it is time for us to move forward.” 

Rooks said, “We have weathered 
the storm, and are stronger because of 
it. This class is something special, and 
I know that we will move on and do 
amazing things.” 

Valedictorian Kutter Jewell
Class of 2020 Valedictorian Kutter 

Jewell thanked everyone for “coming 
to this not so ordinary graduation 
ceremony.” He thanked families for 
their “sacrifice and support through 
our ups and down;” the school faculty, 
staff and administration for “organizing 
and coordinating our lives and events;” 
and the community “who shows 
endless support for us in our sports and 
academics. We are truly blessed to grow 
up in the small town of Kiowa, Kansas.

“Approximately 901,440 minutes 
ago I first walked into South Barber High 
School as a junior. That’s right, I did the 
math,” Jewell said. In a light-hearted 
moment, he said in that time he learned 
some things about his classmates – a 
few of which are: “Adrienne and Trevor 
have an argument over something 
(usually something pointless) almost 
every single day. I learned that when 
Malayna and Sadie both get to laughing 

so uncontrollably that they often snort. I 
learned that Maddi’s size does not reflect 
the size of her attitude. I learned that 
Desiree has an infinite hoodie pocket 
to hold anything and everything on the 
sideline at football games. And I learned 
that a friend like Zane can even turn into 
family.”

“One of the greatest things I’ve 
learned in the last few years is how 
valuable time is. As we all move on to the 
next step of our lives, each and everyone 
of us has the chance to pick and choose 
how we spend this time,” Jewell said. He 
told his classmates wherever they go – 
to the workforce, further education, the 
military, etc. – “each decision you make 
has to deal with time. Time is intangible, 
unable to be touched or grasped, yet it is 
forever present.”

Jewell told his classmates, “We are 
now in charge of our own time. (…) 
We have come to the point where time 
is ours. It has been made very clear to 
us in our current situation that time is 
precious. So I remind you that how you 
spend your time tells others about your 
character, who you spend time with 
determines how people perceive you, 
and where you spend your time gives 
insight into your desires.

“I believe time is the most underrated 
currency, so be careful how you spend 
it. So, as we leave here today, I ask you 
this question. How will you invest your 
time?”

Salutatorian Adrienne Allison
Class of 2020 Salutatorian Adrienne 

Allison said, “In times as uncertain 
as the present, I would personally 
like to express my gratitude for the 
overwhelming support from all of you. 
Almost a year ago I made a countdown 
to the date of May 9th anticipating that as 
our graduation date, and I mean it quite 
literally when I say that I wasn’t sure if 
this day would ever come. Our lives and 
plans have undergone immense changes 
since we left South Barber High School 
on March 13th, and this ceremony is 
nothing if not bittersweet. However, 
tonight is not an event in which I choose 
to let this pandemic take over as well. 

Allison recalled many fun times with 
her classmates. Such as celebrating many 
birthdays with her “birthday buddy” 
Malayna; her two-day long debate with 
Trevor in Mrs. Beecher’s science class 

From Page 10 Barber
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Bar 74 Radiator

and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

B’s Tree Service
We do tree removal, tree 
trimming, shrub pruning, 
gutter cleaning and any 
general cleanup. Call Bernie 
Stocking. 580-748-4250

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd 
St., Cherokee, OK. 580-596-
6131

Help Wanted
Combiner looking for acres 
& seasonal employees for 
wheat harvest in the area. 
Call Scott at 620-562-0453

Custom Planting
Call today to book your 
sesame acres. No-till or 
conventional planting 
available. Spots are filling up 
fast. Bush Farms at 580-430-
5801

Farm Supplies
For Sale

JD 7720 Combine with header. 
Case Tractor 2390, low hours. 
JD 110 Mower. 580-829-2830

Antique Tractor
M International, nearly new 
tires on rear and new starter. 200 
gallon spray tank on wheels and 
8 roller pump. 580-474-2555

Oat Hay for Sale
Great Quality. Alva Area. Extra 
Net Wrapped. 580-430-5801

Garage Sales
Estate Sale

118 Redwood, N Enid. May 
28-29-30. House plus 5 
outbuildings full

Lawn Care
Lawn Care

Mowing and Weed Eating. 580-
748-3548

Real Estate
Thinking of Moving?

Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please leave 
message if unavailable

For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-430-
1003
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Misdemeanor Filings
 Aaron L. Benshoof, Jet, 37, 

has been charged with eluding/
attempting to elude a police 
officer ($317.75).

Marriage License Filings
Jordan James Lord, 

Camolton, Texas, and Taryn 
Elizabeth Campbell, Jet: 
marriage license with certificate 
($5).

Traffic Stop Filings
Aaron L.  Benshoof, Jet, has 

been cited with left of center 
($249).

Aaron L.  Benshoof, Jet, 
has been cited with no valid 
driver’s license ($304).

Aaron L.  Benshoof, Jet, has 

been cited with transporting 
open container – beer ($374).

The following individuals 
have been cited for speeding:

Matthew Dewberry, 
Blanchard, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Carson Glenn Foster, Enid, 
has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit 
($100).

Payton Mischelle Jones, 
has been cited for speeding 31-
35 mph over the speed limit 
($399).

John S. Coggins, Kiowa, 
Kansas, has been cited for not 
wearing a seat belt ($20).

Alfalfa County 
court filings

if dead fish can reproduce. “By the way Trev, I don’t care how many 
times you refer to the life cycle, dead fish are dead.”

Seven of the 14 graduates started school together in pre-K. Allison 
described her entire class as “exclusive, one of the most tight knit 
groups I have ever seen. Family.” 

Wrapping up her remarks, Allison said, “Where we come from, 
Jeffrey Jahay, our No. 1 fan, leads the band through the hallway as they 
play “On the Warpath” on game days. Where we come from, we ring 
the victory bell in front of the museum when we go to state. Where 
we come from, we get stats that we weren’t even aware of from the 
men at the coffee shop on Saturday morning. Where we come from, 
Mrs. Henry is basically our saving grace, second mom, and teacher 
all in one. Where we come from, our community meets at the football 
field during quarantine to remind us that our senior year is not over 
and that they will always support us. Where we come from, a parent 
to one of us is a parent to all of us, and they’re crying in the crowd for 
more than just their one child. Where we come from, our faculty and 
community organizes not one but two graduation parades to honor 
our accomplishments. We come from a small town on the Oklahoma/
Kansas border and we are the South Barber graduating class of 2020.” 

From Page 34 Barber
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Tuesday, May 19, 2020
During this day one traffic 

stop was reported.
10:56 a.m. – Medic needed 

for a female having diabetic 
issues. Not transport needed.

12:03 p.m. – Caller wanted 
to speak with a deputy about a 
fraudulent unemployment claim.

4:36 p.m. – Caller advised 
there were two kids running 
around naked with no adults 
around in the 500 block of 
Central.

7:27 p.m. – Caller advised 
she was walking her dog in Aline 
when two pit bulls attacked her. 
Advised she was hiding with 
the dog in the post office and 
advised the dog was fine, minus 
some cuts on its leg. She also 
stated the owner came in and 
advised her that the dogs were 
put up. Caller advised she was 
going to her house to wait for a 
deputy.

Wednesday, May 20, 2020
12:26 p.m . – Welfare check 

needed 3 miles west of Jet.
Thursday, May 21, 2020
During this day one traffic 

stop was reported.
9:42 a.m. – Report that a gas 

line had been hit in the alley in 
the 100 block of Grand.

3:06 p.m. – Report that a 
semi pulling a white trailer was 
all over the road going 45 mph 
on US-64.

Friday, May 22, 2020
During this day two traffic 

stops were reported.
3:26 p.m. – Report of a dog 

bite in the 500 block of Main.
5:56 p.m. – Report of a 

reckless driver headed west 
towards Waynoka.

6:12 p.m. – Report of a semi 

driving all over the road.
7:32 p.m. – Caller advised of 

a lady looking in her car and not 
acting right in the 500 block of 
Massachusetts.

9:08 p.m. – Report of a dog 
loose out in the 200 block 9th 
Street.

9:39 p.m. – Report of a 
reckless driver on US-64.

Saturday, May 23, 2020
10:53 a.m. – Caller advised 

that sometime in the middle 
of the night someone drove 
between the two houses just 
north of her house and left ruts 
in the yard.

10:56 a.m. – Caller advised 
about someone walking and 
carrying bags on the south side 
of SH-58. 

11:10 a.m. – Welfare check 
needed in the 100 block of 
Texas. Female was taken to St. 
Mary’s Hospital.

4:11 p.m. – Officer advised 
he confiscated four fishing 
illegally.

5:13 p.m. – Report of a loose 
dog on Grand and 10th Street.

5:24 p.m. – Report of a loose 
dog in the 200 block of Duncan.

9:47 p.m. – Reporting 
party advised of hearing a loud 
argument between a man and a 
woman. 

Sunday, May 24, 2020
2:27 a.m. – Alarm company 

advised of an alarm going off 
at the Great Salt Plains Health 
Center. Everything was okay.

1:53 p.m. – Caller needed a 
deputy in Nescatunga because 
their ex-mother-in-law changed 
the locks on their house and they 
can’t get in. They finally get in 
the house and all of their stuff is 
gone.

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s office logs
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 

Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

May 11, 2020
Barber County Sheriff’s office (BASO) 

investigated a suspicious person in Hardtner.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspections.
Medicine Lodge Police Department 

(MLPD) investigated disorderly conduct on 
West Central.

MLPD responded to a disturbance on 
North Walnut.

BASO investigated a suspicious vehicle 
on Isabel Road.

May 12, 2020
BASO responded to request to speak to 

officer.
BASO performed VIN inspection.
Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) 

responded to request to speak to officer on 
7th Street.

KWPD and BASO responded to a 
disturbance on south 8th Street.

BASO responded to Driving Complaint 
on US-281.

May 13, 2020
BASO performed a VIN inspection.
KWPD and BASO assisted a funeral 

escort.
BASO responded to an incident on 

North Well Road.
KWPD performed multiple VIN 

inspections.
MLPD responded to a noise disturbance 

on South Oak Street.
May 14, 2020

BASO responded to a report of cattle 
out on Tri-City Road.

MLPD responded to an EMS call on 
North Iliff Street.

MLPD and BASO responded to a 
disturbance on North Main Street.

May 15, 2020
BASO responded to a citizen 

complaint on 8th Street in Kiowa.
BASO responded to a traffic hazard 

on Tri City Road.
BASO performed a motorist assist 

on US-160.
KWPD perform a VIN inspection.
MLPD responded to a cow out on 

US-160.
BASO responded to 911 call on US-

160.
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

disturbance in Oak Street Court.
MLPD responded to a suspicious 

person on West Kansas.
KWPD responded to a citizen 

complaint on 5th Street.
BASO investigated suspicious 

activity on Well Road.
MLPD responded to noise 

disturbance on Currie Lane.
May 16, 2020

BASO investigated suspicious 
vehicle on US-160.

BASO responded to cattle out on Tri 
City Rd.

BASO investigated a theft on 
Northwest Reutlinger Road.

BASO investigated criminal threat 
on North Walnut.

BASO responded to traffic hazard in 
Sun City.

MLPD investigated battery on 
North Walnut.

MLPD and BASO responded to 
accident on East Washington.

MLPD and BASO responded to 
suspicious person on North Main Street.

BASO responded to a civil standby 
in Hardtner.

BASO responded to cattle out on 
US-160.

BASO responded to cattle out on Tri 
City.

BASO responded to an accident on 
Pleasant Hill Road.

May 17, 2020
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

suspicious person on North Oak.
BASO responded to cattle out on Tri 

City Road.
MLPD responded to EMS call on 

East Washington.
BASO performed 10 traffic stops

ARRESTS
May 14, 2020

Zachary Scott Starr, Medicine 
Lodge, 40, W/M. Arrested by MLPD. 
Charges: warrant arrest:  Use/possess/
intent to use drug paraphernalia into 
human body.

Fire/EMS
May 14, 2020

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 
a call on North Iliff Street.

May 15, 2020
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

a call on Elm Street.
May 16, 2020

Medicine Lodge Ems and Medicine 
Lodge Fire Department responded to an 
accident on East Washington.

May 17, 2020
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

a call on Hibbard Street.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

a call on East Washington.

Barber County Sheriff’s Office logs
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Gerald Jaquith as a young boy on his family farm near Waynoka. 

From Page 30 Research
estate to charity. “He was kind-hearted 
about everything he did.”

After Jaquith’s passing, OMRF 
Senior Director of Development Sonny 
Wilkinson visited Jaquith’s farm.

There, Wilkinson found the remains 
of a life lived simply and frugally: 
Tinkerbell, the dwarf cow with a 
crippled leg Jaquith had chosen to keep 
as a pet; a cache of family photos; a 
collection of farm equipment he used to 
tend the land that had been in his family 
for generations.

Atop a stack of documents and a 
neatly folded pair of new overalls on the 
kitchen table, Wilkinson also discovered 
a copy of OMRF’s 2015 annual report.

Meinders sold Jaquith’s farm to 
a neighbor and is still in the process 
of liquidating the remainder of his 
assets, which also included savings 
accounts and bonds. When the process 
is complete, Meinders estimates OMRF 
will receive more than $2 million from 
the estate.

Because Jaquith did not designate the 
gift to any particular type of research, 
the donation can be used to fund areas 
of OMRF research where they’re needed 
most. OMRF scientists work on projects 
affecting a wide range of illnesses, 
including cancer, Alzheimer’s and heart 
disease.

“We’ll never know exactly why 
Mr. Jaquith decided to help OMRF, but 
we’re extremely grateful he did,” said 
Wilkinson. “I only wish I’d had a chance 
to meet him and to say thank you.”
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