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By Yvonne Miller 
In this world that still adheres to 

COVID-19 restrictions (though they’re 
getting less stringent), the Kiowa 
District Hospital held their annual 
meeting in the lobby of the KDH Rural 
Health Clinic Tuesday, May 26. Board 
members and others participating in 
the meeting had the option to attend in 
person or via the internet. 

All board members were physically 
present when President Pat Myers 
called the meeting to order: Jeff Miller, 
vice president; Jim Parker, secretary; 
Chantae Simpson, treasurer; and 
Miranda Walz-Allen, director. When 
it came to selecting the new officers 
among the board of directors, they 
voted to remain the same. The hospital’s 
CEO/CFO, Janell Goodno, sat at the 
head of the table.

The board seats of Simpson and 
Walz-Allen were up for reelection. It 
was published in the paper and no one 
else filed for those positions, so both 
women retain their seat for another 

three-year term.
KDH 2019 Audit 

Matt Morris of BKD presented the 
annual audit report. He said it was “a 
clean audit,” and Goodno said, “It’s the 
best audit we’ve ever had.” 

“Good job, Janell,” Morris said. 
He made his presentation via Internet 

with a somewhat poor connection, so 
was difficult for most people attending 
the meeting in the clinic lobby to hear. 

The consolidated statements 
of revenues and expenses (for the 
hospital and manor) on Dec. 31, 2019, 
showed an operating loss of $946,603. 
However, the addition of non-operating 
revenue for this tax-supported entity 
(mainly tax revenue) totaling $982,783 
made a positive balance of $36,180.

At the hospital, accounts receivable 
were down at $608,050. Net days of 
revenue in AR were 50.3. The manor 
occupancy rate was at 78.27 percent. 

KDH assets were $9,787,188 at the 
end of 2019. 

Discussing current business, 
Goodno said that regarding the KDH 
payable to Medicare from last year that 
was just over $1 million, approximately 
$300,000 remains. Goodno said that 
KDH made their May payment, which 
she said will be their last payment. She 
explained that Medicare will recoup a 
portion of that on KDH’s June payable 
to them. 

“We will still have a little coming 
back from Medicare. By doing this we 

will save tremendously on our interest,” 
the CFO said.

Goodno confirmed that KDH 
received Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) money totaling $834,000. 
The PPP money is a grant from the 
federal government in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

KDH Year in Review and More
As CEO, Goodno presented a 2020 

Year in Review:
• The 6th annual Jeans and Gems 

fundraising auction and dinner held 
Sept. 21, 2019, raised $32,000 for 
Phase II of the Capital Campaign 
by the Friends of the KDH&Manor 
Foundation. 

• She said KDH was able to upgrade 
lots of new equipment, including a lab 
analyzer, a new DEXA Scanner, CT 
injector plus a radiology upgrade, and 
a server upgrade for the IT department. 

• KDH transitioned out of their 
Cohesive Healthcare Management 
arrangement. The board hired 
internally: Janell Goodno as CEO in 
addition to her job as CFO.

• The Medical Explorers program 
continued for the second year with high 
school students participating to learn 
about careers in healthcare. This spring 
the program was interrupted due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

• Memorial money was used to 
purchase new furniture for the manor’s 

‘Best audit’ for KDH; board
members Walz-Allen and Simpson 
retain seats at annual meeting
KDH receives $834,000 in PPP money due to COVID-19

 See Kiowa Page 32
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No purpose and no meaning behind destruction
By Marione Martin

When I’ve talked with local 
people about the 
demonstrations in 
the Oklahoma metro 
areas, everyone 
seems to feel the 
same way. We 
respect the peaceful 
demonstrators and 
the reasons behind 
their marches, 
but the riots and 
violence that follow 
have no purpose 

and no meaning. As I watched TV 
coverage in Oklahoma City Saturday 
evening, I was encouraged by the orderly 
procession and the way law enforcement 
was facilitating their progress. 

Everything changed later as the 
responsible people went home to 
put their children to bed and prepare 
for Sunday church services. Those 
remaining in the streets seemed to take 
this as a cue to start breaking windows, 
looting businesses, setting fires and 
generally causing destruction. 

Sunday the destruction began even 
earlier with tear gas being deployed to 
try to disperse the crowd. I watched a 
man wearing a camera bag using a water 
bottle to put out a fire. Others came to 
help. Nearby, people took turns trying to 
break out the glass doors of a building. It 
was very discouraging. 

My daughter reports they had just 
moved one of the granddaughters into 
her new lodging at Stillwater where 
she’ll be attending OSU this fall. Just a 

block away at the Hall of Fame, they saw 
a group of protesters assembling along 
with numerous police cars.  However, it 
was a peaceful group, and they dispersed 
quietly a few hours later.

When I watch commercials that 
end with the “we’ll get through this 
together” line, I wonder which “this” do 
they mean.

Just when businesses are beginning 
to open again after the COVID-19 
shutdowns, they’re being destroyed by 
this wave of civil disobedience. Federal, 
state, county and city budgets are 
already strained from the effects of the 
pandemic. 

The National Guard is funded by 
both federal and state money. There will 
be overtime for many cities and counties 
as law enforcement officers are called 
out in force. Then there are the cleanup 
costs to government entities as well as 
to private businesses. Will business 
insurance cover the costs of repairs and 
cleanup?

Both Kansas and Oklahoma 
economic indicators show business 
slowdowns from the pandemic. The 
Institute for Supply Management, 
formerly the Purchasing Management 
Association, began formally surveying 
its membership in 1931 to gauge 
business conditions. 

The Creighton Economic Forecasting 
Group uses the same methodology as 
the national survey to consult supply 
managers and business leaders. The 
overall index ranges between 0 and 
100. Growth neutral is 50, and a figure 
greater than 50 indicates growth in that 
factor over the next three to six months. 
A figure below 50 indicates decline.

Here are the state results for May for 
our area:

Oklahoma: The state’s overall index 
improved to 43 in May from April’s 34.2. 
Components of the overall May index 
were: new orders at 32.1, production or 
sales at 34.3, delivery lead time at 59.7, 
inventories at 48.7, and employment 
at 40.3. The state’s unemployment rate 
soared from 3% in March to 14.3% in 
April. The state lost 131,000 jobs in that 
month.

Kansas: The state’s overall index 
increased to 42.8 in May from April’s 
36.3. Components of the index were: 
new orders at 32.7, production or sales 
at 30.1, delivery lead time at 60.7, 
employment at 41, and inventories at 

49.5. The state’s unemployment rate 
jumped from 2.9% in March to 11.6% 
in April. The state lost 130,000 jobs in 
this period.

I wonder how much more these 
protests will affect the economy. There’s 
also the question of virus exposure. Will 
there be a surge in positive COVID-19 
tests after all the close contact with 
strangers during the demonstrations?

Monday morning as I waited for 
the Woods County Commissioners 
meeting to begin, it was a relief to hear 
discussions about coping with skunks 
and rattlesnakes. Sometimes dealing 
with wildlife seems so much easier than 
figuring out our fellow humans. 

June 30 Election
No matter how you feel about the 

political climate, it’s important to vote 
in the June 30 primary election. In 
addition to the primary, there are several 
other issues. Alfalfa County voters have 
several races for county offices that will 
be decided June 30 as well as a primary 
vote for state senator. 

Woods County voters have a 
proposition that would allow restaurants 
to sell alcoholic beverages on Sundays 
like most of the surrounding area. 
Waynoka voters will have a sales tax 
increase issue.

In addition to national and state 
primaries, the state of Oklahoma will 
be voting on State Question No. 802 
concerning Medicaid. 

The last day to register to vote is this 
Friday, June 5. The deadline to request 
absentee ballots is 5 p.m. on June 25. 
Early voting will be allowed Thursday 
and Friday, June 25-26, from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Saturday, June 27, there will be 
early voting from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

If you have moved since you 
registered to vote, you need to go 
to the election board and get your 
address corrected. I received a new 
voter card in the mail recently because 
my polling place has changed. Due 
to social distancing requirements, my 
polling place has been moved to the 
merchants building at the Woods County 
Fairgrounds. 

I had a phone call from the county 
election board a couple of weeks ago. 
My granddaughter’s new voter card 
mailing was returned. They were calling 
to let me know she needs to update her 
address. It’s one of the great things about 
living in a small town!



June 3, 2020                            Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                          Page 5



June 3, 2020 Page 6Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Greg McClure, art instructor for Alva Public Schools, describes the remodeling 
plans for the art building to the school board Monday. Photo by Marione Martin

shelves and lockers for supplies to be 
used in that section so students won’t 
have to roam through the building to 
find their materials. There will also 
be lockable storage in those areas for 
student work.

The kiln building where pottery is 
fired will be outside the main building.

McClure explained a grayed out 
area on the west side of the building 
is the middle school football locker 
room. There are also restrooms that are 
accessible from the outside for those 
attending games. The football field is 
just to the west of the building.

“I look for this to not only help the 
class but also to help the morale of my 
students,” said McClure. “When you 
have something that is nice, it’s easier to 
take a lot of pride in what you have and 
what you do. And I think this is going 
to be a real big boost for the program.”

Board President Jane McDermott 
asked if the exterior of the building will 
be upgraded. Superintendent Tim Argo 
said not at this time. He said he talked 
with the architect about that. 

“I think we would all agree that 
from an exterior perspective, we need 
to have some kind of a plan campus 
wide,” Argo said. The architectural firm 
is working on that. However, the roof 
will be entirely replaced Argo said in 
answer to a question by Shane Hansen.

Tiffany Slater asked about the 
estimated cost of the project. Originally, 
the preliminary estimate was $650,000, 
Argo said. Other projects have been 
postponed. Those would have cost 
an estimated $1.2 million. The art 
building project will go forward, but 
the postponement of other projects 
will alleviate some of the strain on the 
school’s general fund and allow them to 
use that fund for some other items.

Financial Reports
As reported in previous school 

board meetings, revenue for Alva 
schools continues to decrease. Gross 
production revenues are down over 
$1 million. The REA and school land 
income is also down. 

There were no fundraisers to 
approve, and the activity fund report 
had no changes. Argo said there may be 

As he pointed to different areas 
or rooms, McClure explained the 
purpose of each. There were areas for 
leatherwork, sculpture, pottery, jewelry 
and metal design, two dimensional art 
and Art 101. A small vent with a fan 
in the jewelry area will remove fumes 
from soldering metal. 

An area with cinderblock walls will 
provide secure locked storage for art in 
progress and supplies that may include 
some expensive items. McClure said 
with all the windows in the building, 
there has not been a place to lock things 
up. In addition, each area will have 

By Marione Martin
Art instructor Greg McClure spoke 

to the Alva Board of Education during 
their meeting Monday. Plans for the 
remodeling of the art building were 
projected on a screen, and McClure 
described how the different sections 
will be used.

McClure said one of his goals was 
to make sure he could see every part 
of the building from a central location. 
This way he could monitor all students 
to make sure they were working during 
class. Entry will be on the east side of 
the building. 

Alva Schools to continue with art building remodel
Other building projects postponed

 See Alva Page 28
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Johnston & Blasingame P.C. for school 
treasurer for the 2020/2021 school year;  
participation of Burlington Public School 
in the 2020/2021 E-rate program; Mica 
Andrews as the designated E-rate contact 
for Burlington Public School; temporary 
appropriations for the 2020/2021 fiscal 
year at the rate of 90% rate: General Fund – 
$5,462,000; Building Fund – $568,000; and 
Child Nutrition Fund – $106,000.

The board meeting that started at 7 p.m., 
adjourned at 10:47 p.m. 

all Burlington’s school buildings, inspected  
the lighting in every room and reviewed 
the last 12 months electrical bills. In 
converting to LED lighting the school is 
told they could potentially drop electrical 
costs by 70 percent. The board directed 
the superintendent to get more bids on the 
project and bring the matter back at a future 
meeting. 

The following financial business 
received board approval: General Fund 
Encumbrances 341–351 $25,882.74 and 
Warrants 987–1140 $430,743.23; Child 
Nutrition Fund Encumbrances 15–16 
$2,500 and Warrants 42–74 $19,088.47; 
and Building Bond Fund 35 Encumbrance 
7 $81,787.80 and Warrant 9 $81,787.80. 

The board approved many other 
business items including the April 2020 
Activity Fund Report; the contract with 
Alcohol & Drug Testing Inc. (ADTI) for 
the 2020/2021 school year; an extended 
school year summer program for a student; 
the contract for audit from Charles Carroll 
auditing firm for the 2019/2020 fiscal year 
to be conducted during the 2020/2021 
fiscal year; to offer student insurance with 
Student Resources for 2020/2021; the Tom 
Cameron & Associates (TCA) quote for 
$5,916 to do Title programs and special 
education programs for the 2020/2021 
school year; the contract with Angel, 

By Yvonne Miller
Burlington School Board President 

Terry Graham called the May meeting 
to order with the following members 
present: Robert Hill, April Kisling and 
Aaron Smith. T. J. Rockenbach was absent. 
Superintendent Dr. Stacey Croft was also 
present as was Principal Tim Bart and 
Minutes Clerk Tamre McGinnis. They held 
the meeting in the IETV Room.

The board voted to re-employ those 
personnel listed on attached exhibit A, plus 
Jenny Stewart. Those names are: Alisha 
Matzke, Aliene Gosselin, Brenda Russell, 
Rhonda Pinkston, Cheryl Czerniak, Mark 
Guffy, Jennifer Heatherman, Brenda 
Stricker and Tamre McGinnis.

The school calendar for the 2020-21 
school year (Option 1) received board 
approval with the caveat of moving 
graduation to May 14. The first day of 
school is Aug. 13. Fall break is Oct. 14-
16. Christmas vacation is Dec. 21- Jan. 1. 
Second semester starts Jan. 4. No school 
will be held March 12 and Spring Break 
is March 15-19. No school will be held on 
Good Friday, April 2, or the Monday after 
Easter, April 5. Graduation is May 13. 

Joe Schrader, with Oklahoma LED 
Lighting, met via Zoom with the board 
regarding new cost-saving lighting 
products. The company has been through 

Burlington reemploys staff 
and approves school calendar 
for 2020-21 school year 

Woods County
Courthouse 
doors to
remain locked
By Marione Martin

Access to the Woods County 
Courthouse in Alva is still limited. 
Monday morning the Woods County 
Commissioners agreed they would 
make no changes to their policy. 
They also agreed that each county 
officer could make their own rules 
regarding access to their offices.

The doors to the courthouse 
will remain locked except for the 
entrance on the northeast side of 
the courthouse next to the sheriff’s 
office. Lockboxes for individual 
county offices are located in the 
hallway outside the sheriff’s office 
where people can leave payments or 
paperwork.

If an in-person visit to a county 
office is required, an individual must 
call and make an appointment. That 
office will then provide the protocols 
for visiting the office such as 
whether or not a mask or gloves are 

 See Courthouse Page 13
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Obituaries
KIRK JAY HUNGERFORD

Kirk Jay Hungerford was born in 
Enid, Oklahoma, on April 26, 1959, to 
parents Ken and Marilyn Hungerford 
of Helena, Oklahoma. Kirk became the 
youngest of five boys, who included 
his older brothers Kim, Kip, Craig and 
Chris. Kirk was later blessed with two 
younger sisters, Candace and Colette. 
Kirk passed from this life on May 25, 
2020, after a long battle with cancer.

Kirk enjoyed doing many things in 
his youth at Helena. He obviously loved 
tormenting his brothers and sisters, and 
they all returned the favor while growing 
up. Kirk joined his brothers in several 
ventures in their youth, one of which 
included delivering newspapers around 
town. There is a family story even to 
this day that there may have been a few 
newspapers that didn’t get delivered 
on occasion, and depending on which 
brother you talk to the story is always 
slightly different. 

From there Kirk and his brothers 
decided to jump into the lawn mowing 
business, and apparently they had quite 
the operation going, as Kirk claimed the 
“boss” (Kim) always had plenty of work 
lined up for them.

When he was in junior high school, 
Kirk, Kip, Craig and Nick Werner got 
into the show pig business. Lots of 
stories and memories were made and told 
during this operation. It also provided a 
great deal of work and time consumption 
for the boys, which was probably exactly 
what Ken was hoping for. Kirk was a 
member of FFA and showed several pigs 
that were the products of their operation, 
and he had some success doing so.

Kirk also loved fishing, and if they 
were not biting it usually turned into an 
opportunity to go swimming with his 
friends. Those childhood friends were 
aplenty, but usually he could be found 
with Mark Sturgeon and Delbert Hill. 
That group claimed they always had the 
same “uniform,” which was blue jean 
cutoffs, white t-shirts and buzz cuts. 
Times and dress code changed over the 
years, but their close friendship always 
remained.

In high school Kirk played baseball 
and was known to be quite the third 
baseman. He played a lot of summer 
baseball as well. Football, though, was 
Kirk’s favorite sport and one in which he 

excelled. Kirk was awarded the 8 Man 
All State football award as a defensive 
end after his senior year in 1975.

After high school Kirk attended 
Oklahoma State University and was a 
member of the Delta Tau Delta Fraternity. 
As Kirk would tell it, this experience 
was pretty much like the movie “Animal 
House” before it actually became a 
movie.

Soon after that the oil field came 
calling. Kirk and Craig worked together 
on several rigs throughout the years until 
Kirk moved to Pratt, Kansas, to check 
and oversee wells there.

Eventually, Kirk came back to 
Alfalfa County where he began taking 
care of the Hungerford Oil & Gas wells. 
Kirk finished up his working years doing 
some more rig work before calling it a 
career.

Kirk always liked to stay active and 
he absolutely loved playing golf. During 
the late ‘80s and ‘90s if Oakwood Golf 
Course didn’t have Kirk playing on it, it 
was not a normal day. He also enjoyed 
watching his nephews and nieces play 
sports, and he followed them closely 
throughout their sports careers.

Kirk loved his sisters Candace and 
Colette greatly and was very protective 
of them as well. During Kirk’s later 
years, he and Colette became very close 
as they shared a lot of time together while 
Kirk was fighting his “cancer fight.” 

Kirk had a big heart and was always 
willing to help someone out if he was 
able to. He also had a great sense of 
humor and was never without a good 
“dad” joke, which he loved to tell anyone 
and everyone.

Kirk is predeceased by his mother, 
Marilyn; father, Ken; brothers, Kim and 
Chris, as well as his sister, Candace.

He is survived by his sister, Colette 
and husband Marty of Stillwater; brother, 
Craig and wife Debbie of Wichita Falls, 
Texas; and brother, Kip and wife Rhonda 
of Helena.

His nephews include Caleb McBride 
of Stillwater, Kyle and Kory Hungerford 
of Helena, and Kasey Hungerford of Ft. 
Worth, Texas. His nieces are Brittany 
(McBride) Johnson and husband, Van 
of Balko, Bethany (McBride) Lanie 
and husband, Trent of Wakita, Bailey 
(McBride) Sneed and husband, Trey of 
Stillwater, and Jenifer Hungerford of Ft. 

Worth, Texas.
Kirk received over-the-top care 

at the Integris Hospice Center in 
Oklahoma City, so the family requests 
any memorials be made to the hospice 
center through Lanman Funeral Home in 
Helena.

Everyone is welcome to the memorial 
service for Kirk which will be at the First 
Christian Church in Helena on Saturday, 
June 6, 2020, at 10 a.m. Arrangements 
are by Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of 
Helena. Online condolences may be 
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

DANNY GENE LOHMANN 
Memorial services for Danny 

Gene Lohmann will be held at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, June 6, 
2020, at the Zion 
Lutheran Church 
with Pastor Randy 
Foote officiating. 
Services are under 
the direction of 
Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva. 

Danny Gene 
Lohmann, son of Alice (Pfeiffer) 
Lohmann Chaffin and the late Edgar 
Theodore Lohmann, was born 
September 20, 1954, in Alva, Oklahoma, 
and passed away March 28, 2020, at his 
home at the age of 65 years, 6 months 
and 7 days. 

Danny was baptized at the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Alva on October 
10, 1954. He attended kindergarten 
at Horace Mann Elementary School 
in Alva, then attended Zion Lutheran 
School from the first through the fourth 
grade. He then attended Alva Public 
School and graduated high school with 
the Class of 1972. He attended NWOSU 
and graduated in 1976 with a BS degree. 
He received a law degree in 1992 from 
OCU. On October 8, 1971, he married 
his high school sweetheart and love of 
his life, Nieta R. Abbott, in Alva.

Danny was a well-respected lawyer 
and dedicated much of his practice 
to helping poor and deprived clients 
often without pay. He worked for the 
Oklahoma Indigent Defense System 
for over 15 years and was a prosecutor 

 See Obits Page 32
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By Senator Roland Pederson 
As of May 29, we have officially 

concluded the Second Session of the 
57th Legislature. 
This session was 
historic – after 
the COVID-19 
pandemic quickly 
spread across 
the state, we 
were flexible and 
transitioned to a 
blend of both in-

person and virtual meetings to complete 
our business. Although our time at the 
Capitol was cut short, I’m still proud of 
the progress we made in key areas like 
education and health care to move our 
state forward. 

As I’ve shared before, we passed a 
cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) for 
our retired state employees including 
teachers, police officers and firefighters. 
This is the first adjustment they’ve 
received in 12 years, while inflation has 
risen nearly 20 percent in this time. This 
COLA is well deserved, and I’m glad we 
were able to get it across the finish line. 

We also passed a measure requiring 

schools to perform dyslexia screening 
for early elementary school children 
not reading on grade level. Early 
intervention is the easiest way to make 
sure our dyslexic students succeed, so 
I’m glad this will be implemented in our 
schools. 

When it comes to health care, we 
passed the Medical Care Provider 
Protection Act, which takes additional 
steps to strengthen and protect health 
care workers from workplace violence. 
Our nurses, doctors and other health care 
workers are true heroes, and we must do 
everything we can to protect them on the 
job. 

We also approved Shepherd’s Law, 
which creates a midwife licensure for 
the first time in state history. Previously, 
Oklahoma was one of only a few states 
that didn’t require a midwife to have a 
license. This measure still allows women 
the right to choose how they want to give 
birth, but gives them more information 
when choosing a midwife and strengthens 
oversight and accountability for those 
who perform home births. 

As some of you might’ve heard, 
the Oklahoma Employment Security 

Commission (OESC) is undergoing some 
major changes. They’ve consolidated 
their IT services under the direction of 
the Office of Management and Enterprise 
Services (OMES) and have hired an 
interim director after their director 
stepped down last week. 

More than 475,000 Oklahomans 
have filed for unemployment since the 
beginning of the pandemic, and more 
than 62,000 self-employed individuals, 
gig workers and independent 
contractors have applied for Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance. Needless 
to say, the OESC has been backlogged 
and was not set-up to handle this large 
volume in a short time period. Their 
systems have been overwhelmed, which 
has led to extremely long wait times for 
some seeking benefits. The OESC says 
they have paid nearly 80 percent of 
claims, but still have a backlog of more 
than 40,000 claims to process. 

My office will continue to help those 
across the district seeking unemployment 
benefits. If you are having issues with 
your claim, please contact me at Roland.
Pederson@oksenate.gov or by calling 
405-521-5630. I cannot promise an 
immediate answer, but we will do all we 
can to ensure your claim doesn’t get lost 
in the pile. 

Thank you for allowing me to be 
your voice at the State Capitol. It’s a true 
pleasure to serve. 

Senate Review 

Health care, education
bills passed at end of
legislature’s second session
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The South Barber FFA chapter presents their 2020-2021 local officer team: (from left) Reporter Jazzmin Binning, Trea-
surer Porsha Binning, Vice-President Allie Hoch, President Ruston Erikson, Secretary Avery Grieve and Sentinel Jacob 
Hughes.

The newly elected team was 
announced a couple of weeks ago 
during the virtual chapter banquet/
awards presentation.

South Barber FFA seniors Takira 
Blick, Kutter Jewell and junior Allie 
Hoch were among 254 Kansas FFA 

members from across the state who 
submitted applications for review 
to be considered for the prestigious 
Kansas State FFA Degree. The 
degree is the highest award that can 
be bestowed upon an FFA member at 
the state level. All were recognized. 

Officers met last Thursday, May 
28, for the first time as a team, to 
discuss possible summer activities, 
details of an officer retreat and other 
chapter business. At the conclusion 
of their officer meeting, the team 
ate pizza and watched  the second 
session of the virtual 92nd Annual 
Kansas State FFA Convention 
together on the big screen in the 
auditorium as this year’s convention 
was in a virtual format due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

New South Barber FFA officer 
team elected and members
receive Kansas State FFA Degree
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the claim that someone poses a threat to 
others because they own a gun. This skirts 
due process and Second Amendment 
rights guaranteed to our citizens under 
the U.S. Constitution. We already have 
safeguards like backgrounds checks 
and age restrictions in place; those are 
sufficient for public safety. 

Another measure signed into law is the 
Unborn Persons Wrongful Death Act. This 
allows a woman to sue her abortion doctor 
if she can later prove she was coerced into 
having the abortion or was given false or 
no information about the potential harm 
of the procedure. Thousands of women 
signed sworn affidavits testifying they had 
been given abortions when they thought 
they were going in for just an exam. 
Others were irreparably harmed during 
the abortion process. We all know that the 
vast majority of our medical professionals 
are not involved in such procedures. 
This measure gives these women some 
recourse when they have been unduly 
taken advantage of by such physicians. 

In total, the governor vetoed 18 bills; 
the Legislature overrode 10 of those 
actions. 

One of the veto overrides allows us 
to bond $161 million to pay the state’s 
matching obligation for the endowed 
chairs program at our higher education 
institutions. Another bill caps the amount 
the state will pay. This program allowed 
donors to donate to our colleges and 
universities with the promise of a state 
match. We made this commitment, and 
it’s important to keep our promises, but 
once the bond amounts are paid off, we 
will be out of the endowed chair business. 
Interestingly, Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University is No. 3 in the state for 
the number of endowed chairs, behind the 

University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State University. 

Another veto override protects our 
local tag agents. This bill allows people 
renewing their vehicle registration online 
to choose to allow their fee to go to 
their local tag agent instead of just the 
Oklahoma Tax Commission. This was 
done to help protect our local tag agencies 
so they can continue to provide services 
our rural communities instead of making 
everyone go through one large, central 
state agency. 

Many of you already know the 
Oklahoma Employment Security 
Commission (OESC) underwent a 
leadership change in the last few days. 
I took part in a call with new leadership 
regarding changes that will be made to 
the unemployment system. This agency 
has struggled to meet the demands of 
the number of people in our state who 
have had to file unemployment claims 
because of the COVID-19 shutdown. We 
were assured this week that the agency is 
working hard to catch up on the backlog 
and pay the claims that have been filed. 
I was further informed this past weekend 
that 25,000 in back claims were paid this 
past week. I know this has been frustrating 
for anyone who has had to wait for this 
benefit after being out of work. I’m glad to 
see some movement, and I will continue 
to monitor their progress. I am also using 
my legislative assistant and myself to be 
conduits to get the needed help for my 
constituents. 

As always, please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions. You 
may reach me by email at carl.newton@
okhouse.gov, or phone me at 405-557-
7339. May God bless you and the State 
of Oklahoma. 

By State Rep. Carl Newton 
The second session of the 57th 

Oklahoma Legislature is a wrap. 
With the 

COVID-19 pandemic 
shutting down the 
Capitol and much of 
the state for about 
a month and a half, 
we ended up passing 
considerably fewer 
bills than during a 
normal session. We 
started the session 

with 2,240 pieces of legislation filed, and 
ended with 167 measures becoming law. 

One new law will prohibit our state, 
cities, counties or political subdivisions 
from enacting red flag laws. Red flag 
laws allow law enforcement to confiscate 
firearms on the suspicion that a person 
poses a danger to themselves or others. 
These have been enacted in other states, 

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

167 laws passed
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By Kathleen Lourde
The Cherokee Public Schools Board 

of Education held a special meeting 
Thursday, May 28, to take the next step 
in the building bonds issuance process, 
and to discuss Middle School and High 
School Principal Jeremy Hickman’s 
contract.

Present were Board President Kory 
Littlefield and board members Kurtis 
Goodwin, Amber Wilhite, Desiree 
Gison and Shane Parker, as well as 
Superintendent Donna Anderson. Also 
present was Bondsman Andy Davis 
with Stephen L. Smith Corp., a Jenks, 
Okla.-based financial services firm 
specializing in school district finances.

The first item on the agenda was 
to appoint an acting president and/or 
clerk to handle paperwork related to 
the building bonds should the actual 
president and/or clerk be absent, but the 

Cherokee School Board awards $760,000 
building bonds to First Banker’s

board took no action on that item.
Next, the board listened to bondsman 

Davis talk about bids received for the 
$760,000 taxable combined purpose 
building bonds. The interest rates on the 
bids ranged from just over 1% to 2.6%; 
the lowest bid came from First Banker’s 
Bank at 1.14%. 

“First Banker’s Bank is a good 
bidder, they’ve handled lots of bonds 
over the years, and I wouldn’t have 
any hesitation moving forward” with 
awarding the bonds to First Banker’s, 
Davis said. The board approved 
awarding the bonds to First Banker’s 
Bank. 

Following that, the board approved a 
resolution providing for the issuance of 

the taxable combined purpose building 
bonds in the amount of $760,000, 
authorizing an election and providing 
for the levy of an annual tax for the 
payment of the principal and interest 
of the bonds, among other legal items 
related to the issuance.

“It outlines all the legal issues you 
have to associate with a bond issue, and 
gives the district the authority to issue 
the bonds,” said Davis. 

Lastly, the board went into executive 
session to discuss Hickman’s contract 
for the 2020-21 school year.  Upon return 
to open session, the board approved 
employing Hickman on his current 
contract, with all members voting yes 
except Goodwin, who voted no.

 See Beef Page 29

This essay on a topic in agriculture 
was researched and written by a 
student as part of a project in a senior 
animal science class at Fort Hays State 
University. The project director is Dr. 
Brittany Howell, associate professor of 
agriculture, bjhowell@fhsu.edu, 785-
628-4015. Opinions expressed are those 
of the author and not of the university or 
its employees. 
By Clay Holcomb, Kiowa senior

The beef industry provides us with 
more than just the food we eat every day. 

Most of the items we 
enjoy incorporate 
a beef byproduct. 
To understand the 
impact the beef 
industry has on us, we 
must first recognize 
what byproducts are, 
the export market for 
them, and the value 

added to the carcass by acquiring these 
products. 

Byproducts such as the offal, blood, 
hides, and rendered products all come 
from parts of the animal’s body that are 
not included in the packaged meat that 
we buy at the butcher. According to 
“Where’s the (not) Meat,” an article by 
USDA, “The use of animal byproducts 
dates back to early civilization, with 
hides used for clothing and intestines 

The byproducts have got the beef
used for food containers.” 

These byproducts can make up nearly 
44 percent of the weight of an animal 
before being processed. The use of these 
byproducts is widespread, with hides 
being used for leather. Fats and fatty 
acids are used in makeup, antifreeze and 
paint. Piano keys, marshmallows, and 
shampoo are all examples of products 
that are derived from the bones, horns, 
and hooves of cattle. 

These are just a few examples of 
items we use every day that would not 
be possible without the beef industry. 
One carcass can produce more than 
350 byproducts, with the most common 
being hides and the variety meats such 
as livers and kidneys. According to 
Steve Kay of Cattle Buyers Weekly, 
“The USDA refers to byproducts as the 
‘fifth’ quarter as they rely on the value 
of carcass byproducts to cover a large 
portion of the costs of processing.” 

Many lesser-known byproducts are 
used in the pharmaceutical sector. Their 
importance is invaluable as there is 
often no available substitution. One of 
the most valuable byproducts is bovine 
fetal blood. Bovine fetal blood comes 
from cull cows and fed heifers that are 
taken to the packer. Fetal blood yields a 
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WICHITA, Kan. (AP) – Kansas 
officials will pay $3.5 million to 
the family of a man who was killed 
in 2017 with a homemade beanbag 
round fired by a Barber County 
undersheriff at close range. 

“This is one of the toughest things 
I have ever had to do besides losing 
him and having to deal with being a 
widow,” said Kristina Myers.

Bodycam footage from October 6, 
2017, shows the moment Kristina’s 
husband Steven Myers was killed 
after being shot by the Barber County 
Undersheriff with a bean bag gun.

“It was absolutely shocking and 
unbelievable,” she added. “I could 
not fathom what actually had just 
happened.”

Nearly three years later and her 
family still grieves the loss of Steven. 
She says her children, even the 
youngest at just four years old, have 
trust issues with law enforcement.

“She knows a police officer shot 
her father and she is scared of them 
and the same with the other two,” 
Myers said. “There is nothing I can 

Widow of Myers killed with bean 
bag round awarded $3.5 million

do to help that except try to repair 
the relationship when the new 
administration takes over.”

Myers says the $3.5 million 
settlement gives her family relief 
but her focus moving forward is to 
advocate for the life of her husband 
and men like George Floyd in 
Minnesota who died while in police 
custody last week.

“This is not fun. It is not 
something I wanted to do. This is 
not an enjoyable day for me,” Myers 
said. “We will do whatever we can do 
to help make this a safer community 
and a safer county and a safer state 
and a safer nation.”

An attorney for the family said 
in a written statement Monday that 
Barber County will pay the amount 
to settle a federal civil rights lawsuit 
brought by the widow of Steven My-
ers, who was unarmed and following 
law enforcement commands when he 
was shot on Oct. 6, 2017, by Barber 
County Undersheriff Virgil “Dusty” 
Brewer. 

Brewer is on unpaid leave after 

being charged in 2018 with reckless 
involuntary manslaughter in Myers’ 
death. Brewer will be back in court 
for a pre-trial hearing on July 30.
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By Stacy Sanborn
It was a big day Monday at the Alfalfa 

County courthouse, as commissioners 
decided to unlock the doors to the public 
after being closed since March. (This 
includes the fairgrounds in Cherokee.) 
Jay Hague, Stan Tucker and Marvin 
Woodall chose to go ahead and remove 
the “COVID-19 concerns/decisions” 
line item from the agendas as well.

Before taking those actions, the three 
men signed their usual paperwork: last 
week’s meeting minutes, maintenance 
and operation payment warrants, and 
blanket purchase orders. The month’s 
beginning brought with it the monthly 
officer reports, highway expenditures and 
alcohol beverage tax allocation. Those 
items, along with the appropriations, 
were approved. There were no road-
crossing permits for the week. 

The commissioners moved on to 
sign a Certificate of Compliance for 
Oklahoma Medical Marijuana Authority 
(OMMA) Businesses with a compliance 
letter for Freckles Fantasy, a producer 
out of Helena. 

Next, officials approved a contract 
for services between County Budgeting 
Services LLC and Alfalfa County, 
followed by an agreement to provide 
a proportional contribution for legal 
expenses and appraisal services between 
Alfalfa County and six individual 
school districts. (The school districts 
are Cherokee, Burlington, Timberlake, 
Aline-Cleo, Alva and Northwest 
Technology Center.) 

The county’s assessor, Jennifer 
Roach, was on hand while the 
commissioners signed the documents. 

The Alfalfa County commissioners sign papers to reopen the courthouse and 
fairgrounds on June 1. Pictured are (from left) administrative assistant Nan-
cy Lambert; commissioners Jay Hague, Stan Tucker and Marvin Woodall; and 
County Clerk Laneta Unruh. Photo by Stacy Sanborn

It’s back to business as usual in
Alfalfa County as facilities reopen

She said last year’s total attorney fee 
was $24,900 on a protest that could 
end up garnering $594,000 countywide 
(divided up).

The last agenda item – an agreement 
renewal for a provision of healthcare to 
incarcerated patients between Advanced 
Correctional Healthcare Inc. and Alfalfa 
County – was approved.

Appropriations
Sheriff Courthouse Security: $383.63
County Clerk Preservation: 

$1,290.81
County Clerk: $211.74
Assessor Revolving: $293
Assessor Visual: $5.05
Court Clerk Rec Management: 

$139.50

Enhanced 911: $6,276.04
E-911 Sales Tax: $8,766.94
Sheriff Cash: $3,329.26
SJ-10: $144.79
Cash HST District 3: $5,619.83
Cash HST District 2: $ 5,619.83
Cash HST District 1: $5,619.83
Highway T-1 A: $26.04
Highway T-8: $24,728.41
Highway T-2 A District 1: $64,227.66
Highway T-2 A District 2: $11,110.60
Highway T-2 A District 3: $6,053.79
Highway: $257,655.73
Highway Cash T-5: $3,250
Treasurer: $60
Sales Tax Fairgrounds: $9,280.10
Sales Tax Health: $49,981.11
Cash Contingency: $15,173.57
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a little activity later from the fireworks 
stand and some small fundraisers.

In the child nutrition report, the 
superintendent said 15,000 meals were 
served to children after classes were 
moved online due to COVID-19. He 
praised the cooks and all those who 
participated in delivering the meals.

Some of the highlighted 
encumbrances were for custodial 
supplies to cover summer cleaning. 
Argo said the school purchased some 
handheld sprayers to facilitate the 
cleaning. One of those will be placed at 
the bus barn.

Karen Koehn asked if the school has 
had any problem obtaining antibacterial 
supplies since shortages have been 
experienced. Argo said orders are 
being filled only partially, but the 
supply companies are promising they 
will be restocked in another month or 
so. He said Woods County Emergency 
Management has been providing them 
with free sanitizer and disinfectant. 
This has been used to hand out to 
school employees who are having 
summer interactions with students or 
the public.

Slater asked if there would be any 
government pandemic funds available 
to help. Argo said the school will 
receive an amount equal to about 83 
percent of the Title I funding through 
the CARES program. That money may 
be spent on 12 categories. He said it’s 
important to use the funds for one time 
expenditures as the school won’t get 

any more.
Superintendent’s Report

Supt. Argo reported three 
resignations. Dalton Beeler has 
resigned as high school assistant 
football coach. He will continue to 
teach in special education.

Ruth Cole and Whitney Cotton 
have resigned as pre-K teachers at 
Washington Early Childhood Center. 
They are both going to jobs in Enid.

Monday teachers and sponsors 
spent the day cleaning and wiping 
down the school classrooms and 
moving desks and chairs around to set 
up social distancing. Argo said school 
staff has been working on mitigation 
plans for the students in preparation for 
their return to classes.

Other Business
Board members voted to rehire a 

list of non-certified personnel. They 
approved scheduling two sessions of 
summer driver’s education with Steve 
Gale as the instructor. Argo said the 
first session has 10 students enrolled, 
and the second had three the last time 
he checked. Sessions are scheduled for 
June 2-12 and June 15-25. The cost 
will be $175 as in past years.

The board also approved plans for 
Summer Pride. Argo said there will be 
no programs for elementary students. 
Fees are being waived for middle 
school and high school students. The 
high school program will begin a week 
before the middle school sessions. 
The superintendent said the goal is to 

have three groups during a time period 
with no more than ten in each group. 
These groups will rotate through three 
different areas and activities. They plan 
not to turn anyone down who wants to 
participate. If needed, they may hold 
some of the session in evening hours.

A number of contracts were renewed 
for FY21. Argo explained the ADT 
contract is for testing once a semester 
for all bus drivers. Chas W. Carroll, 
CPA has been doing the school audit for 
a number of years. OKTLE (Oklahoma 
Teacher and Leader Effectiveness) is 
a software program for evaluation of 
teachers and administrators. OSSBA 
employment services help the school 
with unemployment claims and 
fraudulent claims. OSSBA membership 
provides the school with the meeting 
agenda program, an online board 
policy and superintendent evaluation. 
School to Work is a partnership with 
the state and provides reimbursement 
to the school when students work at 
local businesses. An agreement with 
Woods County is to handle ad valorem 
tax protests.

Board members approved four 
student transfer requests for students 
who live outside the school district. 
The students are already attending at 
Alva and wish to continue.

Temporary appropriations were 
approved. Argo said this covers what 
the school will spend until the estimate 
of needs is received which is sometime 
in October. 

From Page 6 Alva
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From Page 22 Beef
serum after being placed in a centrifuge, 
separating the rest of the components of 
the blood away. Serum, very important 
in the manufacture of human and animal 
vaccines, is not often talked about but is 
one of the most critical byproducts due 
to its scarcity and importance to human 
and animal well-being. 

In foreign export markets, edible 
byproducts such as the variety meats 
are in strong demand, due to our 
premium product and lower price when 
compared to the domestic products of 
the countries we export to. In the last 10 
years, byproducts have made up over 35 
percent of U.S. beef and veal exports. 

Not only does the beef industry add 
more value to the carcass by utilizing 
these products, they also avoid the 
costs associated with disposing of these 
byproducts. According to the Economic 
Research Service of the USDA, “A 
one-dollar increase in the value of 
byproducts to processors adds about 
10 cents to the average price paid per 

hundredweight to producers of fed 
steers.” 

Typically, as income rises and falls, 
domestic beef demand rises and falls. 
As consumers feel wealthier, they 
buy more beef and more expensive 
retail cuts. The opposite is true when 
consumers feel a tighter budget, opting 
for cheaper substitutes. 

A consequence of the coronavirus 
is the increase of beef prices to the 
consumer, though everyone with 
involvement in the beef industry will 
notice the effects. Higher prices are an 
effect of large packing plants closing 
their doors temporarily due to worker 
sickness. 

According to the Houston Chronicle, 
as of May 5, 167 plants had virus 
outbreaks and over 9,400 workers have 
been affected. The shortage of beef is 
not caused by live animal supply but 
a lack of available processors. Many 
small-town processors are booked as 
far as five months out. 

Byproducts are not only important 
to the processors; they are essential in 
establishing what the packers are able to 
pay for fed cattle, thus, in turn affecting 
what feedlot managers are able to pay 
for cattle. 

Many members of the public may 
enjoy beef every day around the dinner 
table, but we all enjoy the items brought 
to us by the beef industry through the 
utilization of byproducts. 

Clay Holcomb, a 2016 South Barber 
High School graduate, graduated this 
spring with a Bachelor of Science in 
animal science from Fort Hays State 
University. He is the son of Tom and 
Cris Holcomb, Kiowa, Kansas. 
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Following commencement, the BHS Class of 2020 gather for a picture with their 
surprise speaker, former Burlington teacher Travis Bradshaw: (from left) Anna 
Motycka, co-salutatorian; Tateyn Rieger, co-salutatorian; Gabe Stewart, co-sa-
lutatorian; Hailey Dotson; Bradshaw; Lauren Lagos, valedictorian; Stanley 
Klippenstein. Photo by Jennifer Stewart

Croft said to the students, “The 
challenges you’ve faced have helped mold 
you into who you are today. This spring 
semester has been has been an obstacle 
and a very unfortunate last semester for 
your senior year. Yet you have found 
motivation to finish this year strong. I’m 
so proud of you.” 

During planning for the event Croft 
said the ceremony would be short due 
to the unpredictable Oklahoma weather. 
She said they wouldn’t even have a 
guest speaker to keep it short. The 
superintendent fibbed just a little in a good 
way. To surprise graduates, she had invited 
beloved former Burlington FFA chapter 
advisor and vocational-agriculture teacher 
Travis Bradshaw to speak to the graduates 
whom he had taught. 

Bradshaw spoke directly to each 
graduate. Speaking of Valedictorian 
Lauren Lagos, he recalled watching her 
master skill after skill. “When you see 
that change in a student’s eyes –  teachers 
love to see students grow up to believe 
in themselves. As a teacher that’s more 
rewarding than any paycheck you’ll get.” 

In conclusion, Bradshaw told the BHS 
Class of 2020, “I hope you will never 
forget what Burlington taught you – stand 
out, apply yourself, be a team player, 
believe in yourself, work hard and make 
good decisions. This community and 
school will support, encourage you and be 
proud of you for what you achieve in the 
future.”

Hailey Dotson Gives Senior Address
Delivering the Senior Address, Hailey 

Dotson said, “I remember moving to 
Burlington and being terrified of this class 
being such a close-knit group of people. 
I heard this class had a bit of an ornery 
streak and, boy, were those stories correct! 
Spending so much of my time with these 
people the last six years, I can honestly 
say they changed my life is so many 
ways. They taught me so many important 
lessons.” 

Then she laughed and listed some 
funny things she learned, like, “You don’t 

Bradshaw returns to Burlington 
as surprise graduation speaker
BHS Commencement held outside beside school due to COVID-19 pandemic
By Yvonne Miller

It ended up being a beautiful evening 
for an outdoor graduation with Burlington 
High School’s six seniors walking across 
the stage – especially since they weren’t 
sure this spring if they could even hold 
commencement due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Burlington’s Class of 2020 are: 
Valedictorian Lauren Lagos; Co-
Salutatorians Tateyn Rieger, Gabe Stewart 
and Anna Motycka; and classmates 
Stanley Klippenstein and Hailey Dotson. 

Administrators, teachers and staff 
worked together to make the outdoor 

graduation a reality the evening of Friday, 
May 22. The ceremony was set up on 
Main Street beside the school building. 
The Elks purple activity bus was the 
perfect backdrop for the stage where the 
graduates stood together and sang with the 
recording of “Home” by Dierks Bentley.

Superintendent Dr. Stacey Croft told 
the graduates they were “a very special 
group.” Quoting Booker T. Washington, 
she said, “I have learned that success is to 
be measured not so much by the position 
that one has reached in life as by the 
obstacles he has had to overcome while 
trying to succeed.”

 See Graduation Page 34
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for nearly 5 years. He began his private 
practice in 2012, and worked as long as 
he was able. 

Danny served as president of the 
congregation of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Moore, Oklahoma, and served 
as president and vice president of the 
Zion Lutheran Church in Alva. He also 
served on the Board of Directors of the 
Oklahoma District LCMS as well as a 
District Reconciler. 

He was preceded in death by his 
father, Edgar. 

Danny is survived by his wife, Nieta 
Lohmann of Aline; two daughters, 
Daneece Foth and husband Cory of 
Peabody, Kansas, and Amy Erikson and 
husband H. Clint of Capron; his mother 
Alice Chaffin of Enid; and one brother, 
Eddie Lohmann and wife Nancy of Enid. 
Also surviving are four grandchildren, 
Cierra Goodwin and husband Zachary 
of Peabody, Kansas; Madyson Foth of 
Peabody, Kansas; Ruston Erikson and 
Tanith Erikson, both of Capron; other 
relatives and many dear friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to Zion 
Lutheran Church Evangelism Fund, 
the Lutheran Hour Ministries, or the 

American Cancer Society in Oklahoma. 
Remembrances may be 

shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

 JO MELISSA McDERMOTT
Jo Melissa McDermott, daughter 

of B.D. and Arleen Thorne, was born 
July 18, 1960, in 
Primghar, Iowa, and 
WALKED home to 
Jesus on April 21, 
2020. 

The family moved 
to Bentonville, 
Arkansas, in 1964, 
where Jo attended 
and graduated from 
Bentonville High 

School. Arkansas remained her home 
until she married Donnie McDermott on 
March 3, 1995, and moved to Oklahoma. 

Jo’s passion was horses. She was at 
her happiest while showing and riding, 
particularly her beloved paint that she 
raised from a colt, Sweetheart; with 
which Jo is now reunited. 

She is survived by her parents, 
B.D. and Arleen Thorne; her husband, 
Donnie McDermott; her daughter, 

Jillian York and husband, Neil, 
and their four children Remington, 
Oakleigh, Karigain, and Elizabeth; two 
stepdaughters, Ashley McDermott and 
Leah McDermott and her son, Rylan; 
her brother, John Thorne and wife 
Robyn; and sister, Joy Haltom and her 
husband Dennis.

Also surviving are nieces and 
nephews, Hannah Scott and husband, 
Eric, and their two children; Krista 
Prieto, and her husband, David, and 
their daughter; Marva Haltom, Seth 
Haltom and wife, Claudia, and their 
daughter; Daniel Haltom; Wendy 
Forsyth and husband Tom, and their 
four children; Katie Thorne; Matthew 
Thorne; Christopher Thorne. 

Jo delighted in her role as “Mamaw,” 
was loved by many, and will be deeply 
missed. Celebration of life service 
will be held June 6, 2020, at 2 p.m. at 
Hopeton Wesleyan Church, in Hopeton, 
Oklahoma. 

In lieu of flowers, honoring Jo’s love 
for horses, the family ask that donations 
be made to Bennie’s Barn Horse 
Therapy Ranch; www.benniesbarn.org. 

Online condolences may be made at 
www.whartonfuneralchapel.com.

From Page 12 Obits

From Page 2 Kiowa
living room, including a couch, power-
lift recliner and two sitting chairs.

• When the COVID-19 pandemic 
emerged late winter/early spring, 
KDH immediately enacted its Hospital 
Incident Command System and 
maintained preparedness. 

• The building project for expansion 
of KDH’s physical and other therapies 
and behavioral health services is in the 
works. Goodno said they hope to break 
ground in the next few months. The goal 
is to have the new edition completed by 
the end of the year. This is referred to 
as Phase II of the Capital Campaign by 
the foundation. 

Phillip Anton, KDH IT director and 
new manor administrator, said, “It’s 
been a challenge keeping up with all 
the safety guidelines with government 
agencies” about the COVID-19 

pandemic.
“Our primary focus is on continuing 

the safety of our residents,” Anton 
said. Helping the staff better serve the 
residents is also a priority.

He announced that Robin Davis is 
the new director of nurses at the manor. 
“I appreciate her leadership and her 
dedication,” Anton said.

Exploring better ways for residents 
and family to interact is another 
priority during this pandemic. “We 
want to keep them (residents) safe but 
it’s equally important to keep them 
connected with their loved ones. The 
staff has made many sacrifices and we 
really appreciate their effort.” 

President Myers said, “I’d like to 
say a special thank you to Janell for 
covering all that’s happened the last 
few months after stepping up to the 

plate as CEO. I know it’s been a load 
and you’ve really pulled together a 
great team. You’ve done a good job of 
taking care of the hospital. Our manor 
lost their administrator and Phillip 
stepped up and took over there and I 
know it hasn’t been a cakewalk.”

As the meeting concluded, Goodno 
recognized Heidi Courson, an RN who 
manages the KDH Rural Health Clinic. 
She and her husband Brett and children 
are moving to Delphos, Kansas, where 
he’ll be general manager of the co-op. 
Friday was her last day. “Heidi is such 
a versatile person. We appreciate her 
so much. She jumped in to do testing 
for COVID, helps in surgeries, empties 
trash cans, formats policies. She does 
so much – has served us in so many 
capacities. I am going to miss Heidi as 
the staff and patients will.” 
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Tuesday, May 26, 2020
8:02 a.m. – Caller reported a vehicle 

that had been in the parking lot for a few 
days; wanted to speak to an officer.

3:44 p.m. – Report of stolen property.
6:11 p.m. – Caller reported a male 

wasn’t feeding his cats or dogs in the 
100 block of Texas and also advised he 
was being mean to his sister.

10:30 p.m. – Report of a man with a 
fire under a bridge at County Road 650 
and OK-11.

10:40 p.m. – Deputy, while checking 
on the man under the bridge, advised the 
man had cut his hand deeply. Medic took 
patient to Share Medical Center.

Wednesday, May 27, 2020
12:40 a.m. – Caller advised his Jeep 

had been stolen in the 500 block of 2nd 
Street; caller reported believing it was 
headed to Enid. A BOLO was sent out 
to Enid Police Department. Advised two 
juvenile females were possibly driving 
the vehicle. 

7:30 a.m. – Caller advised the doors 
at Driftwood Christian Church had been 
jimmied sometime during the night and 
the person was still inside eating out of 
the refrigerators. Advised there were no 
vehicles. Deputy advised one subject 

was in custody.
8:31 a.m. – Medic needed for male 

with a possible stroke. Medic took 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

10:55 a.m. – Report of a grass fire on 
Kiowa Road.

11:42 a.m. – Welfare check needed in 
the 200 block of Massachusetts.

3 p.m. – Welfare check needed on 
OK-11 and County Road 700.

7:53 p.m. – Major County reported a 
person driving a truck on OK-58 with an 
older gentleman driving around flipping 
people off and pretending to shoot people 
with his fingers.

8:26 p.m. – Report of a grown man 
who had choked out a 13-year-old, 
touched women, trying to get someone’s 
property. 

Thursday, May 28, 2020
9:24 a.m. – Report of a female who 

was having a diabetic issue and was not 
responsive. Patient refused transport.

9:35 a.m. – Welfare check needed.
9:58 a.m. – Report of a stolen vehicle 

from Carmen.
11:20 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 

with heart issues.
12:54 p.m. – Medic needed in the 

200 block of Main. Female advised she 

was having a hard time breathing. Medic 
took patient to Bass Hospital in Enid. 

9:53 p.m. – Traffic stop on Custer 
and OK-38.

Friday, May 29, 2020
7:14 p.m. – Report of a dog bite on 

Pennsylvania.
7:59 p.m. – Caller advised he lives 

in Wisconsin and his mother just passed 
away. Her house had been ransacked and 
a flag is missing. 

Saturday, May 30, 2020
12:58 a.m. – Caller advised four 

horses were roaming the town of Helena. 
11:27 a.m. – Caller advised a dirt 

bike was going up and down Main. 
Officer found the person on the bike and 
told them to take it home.

5:26 p.m. – Caller advised that what 
looked to be two women were fighting at 
the camping site.

Sunday, May 31, 2020
7:14 p.m. – Caller advised an aircraft 

had gone down one mile north and two 
miles west of Cherokee Airport. The 
pilot reported that he was fine; he ran out 
of gas.

8:22 p.m. – Caller advised of a drunk 
driver on US-64. Vehicle was stopped 
and everything was okay.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs

mess with Stanley when he’s hungry, tired 
or watching videos on his phone in the back 
of class because he will get angry at you. 
Gabe is always up for karaoke whatever 
the song may be. Tateyn is definitely the 
leader of our class whether it’s arguing 
with Miss James or going for lunch at the 
C-store to quote treat ourselves.”

Dotson told her classmates, “You’ll 
always have a special place in my heart. 
Saying goodbye is never easy, but saying 
goodbye to my best friends is one of the 
most difficult things I will do. Thank you 
for blessing me with the best six years of 
my life.”

During Burlington High School’s first-ever outdoor graduation this is the scene 
in the street beside the school. The Elks activity bus is the perfect backdrop to 
the stage. To the surprise of the BHS Class of 2020, beloved former FFA advisor 
and teacher Travis Bradshaw returned to speak to graduates at their commence-
ment after such a disappointing spring with cancellation of everything due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Photo by Marci Hyde

From Page 31 Graduation
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Automotive
For Sale

2013 Ford Escape SEL. 
90,000 miles. Asking $8500. 
580-430-5161

Business Services
Caregiver-Senior Care

The best home to be in is 
your own. Personalized in-
home services by a C.N.A. 
Personal Care - Memory 
Care - Meals and Nutrition. 
MaryAnn 580-327-7897

Painters
Does your exterior trim or 
siding need scraped, primed, 
and painted? Call Alva’s Full 
Spectrum Painters to get on 
our spring/summer schedule 
before you have to pay for an 
expensive siding job or have 
to replace windows. 580-
430-1932 Rosalie

Gaisford Ministry
40 Pound Beef Raffle. 
Tickets $5/each or 5/$20. 
580-430-9233

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd 
St., Cherokee, OK. 580-596-
6131

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

B’s Tree Service
We do tree removal, tree 
trimming, shrub pruning, 
gutter cleaning and any 
general cleanup. Call Bernie 
Stocking. 580-748-4250

Employment
Help Wanted

Iron Cutters and Day 
Laborers. 580-327-1313. I 
am willing to pay if you are 
willing to work. Longhaired, 
freaky people can apply (old 
Eagles song, Signs)

Farm Supplies
Antique Tractor

M International, nearly new 
tires on rear and new starter. 
200 gallon spray tank on 
wheels and 8 roller pump. 
580-474-2555

For Sale
1982 JD 7720 Combine. 
New 25’Header Trailer, bolt 
on sickle sections, Chaff 
Spreader, fine cut chopper, 
new Milo fingers. Price 
reduced $10,000. 580-829-
1128
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For Sale
JD 7720 Combine with 
header. Case Tractor 2390, 
low hours. JD 110 Mower. 
580-829-2830

Garage Sales
5 Family Yard Sale

June 6, 8am. 1109 Maple, 
Alva

Moving Sale
2 miles S out of Cherokee on 
Hwy 64, 1 1/4 miles W. Fri 
& Sat 8am-3pm. Furniture, 
glassware, collectibles, 
outdoor items plus barn finds. 
Everything has to go. Sale by 
Jan’s Collectibles. 580-829-
3062

Garage Sale
228 W 12th, Cherokee, OK. 
Sat, June 6, 8am-? Mens, 
womens, childrens clothing, 
kids bikes, toys, home decor, 
other misc items

Lawn Care
Lawn Care

Mowing and Weed Eating. 
580-748-3548

Miscellaneous
Fishing Lures

1 3/4 miles W of Carmen. 
Look for Yellow Bucket in 
driveway.

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm house in Alva. $300 
month + bills. Deposit 
required. 580-327-1313

For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-
430-1003

Open House
1812 Skyview Drive. Alva. 
Sunday, June 7, 2-4pm. 
Contact JP or Joelle Randall 
580-748-2048

required. For example, the court clerk’s office is requiring 
temperature checks, sign in, and masks. They are also 
limiting visitors to only two at a time, and only one may 
check court records. 

Judge Mickey Hadwiger issued an administrative order 
May 27 concerning courthouse access for court dockets. 
Entrance will be at the northeast double doors with the 
sheriff’s office screening those needing further entry. Each 
person entering must fill out a questionnaire answering 
questions about symptoms, travel and contact with those 
diagnosed with COVID-19. They will also have their 
temperatures taken and must wear a mask and gloves (a 
bandana is not a mask and is not approved). The Woods 
County Court Clerk page on Facebook has a copy of the 
administrative order posted. The court clerk’s office may 
be contacted at 327-3119.

The commissioners approved minutes of the last meeting 
and blanket purchase orders before adjourning.

From Page 8 Courthouse
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper

Civil Filings 
In the matter of applicant; 

Kathleen Lee McAlister, 

Jet, filed for name change 
($164.14).

Small Claim Filings
Eric David Wessels, 

Cherokee, vs. Oklahoma Tax 
Commission, Oklahoma City: 
lost title ($68).

Traffic Filings
Lori Dyan Covey, Yukon, 

has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit 
($100).

Zachary Tyrell Crissup, 
Helena, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Bayne Rue Murphy, 
Ringwood, and Joseph Dwayne 
Lucas have been cited for not 
wearing their seatbelts ($20).

Alfalfa County 
court filings

By Kathleen Lourde
The Waynoka school board 

met Friday, May 29, for a special 
meeting to vote on two related 
agenda items. 

• Discussion and vote to 
set a date, time and place for 
a hearing, upon receipt of the 
recommendation for the non-
renewal or dismissal of Kristen 
Harris from employment.

• Consideration and vote to 
direct the Superintendent to mail 
a copy of the recommendation 
to Kristen Harris and to notify 
Kristen Harris of her right to a 
hearing and the date, time and 
place of the hearing.

Harris teaches fifth grade at 
Waynoka. Previously, she taught 
fifth-grade science and third 
grade at Woodward. 

Superintendent Scott Cline 
recommended the hearing be set 
for July 14 at noon in the Waynoka 
Public School’s media room. The 
board voted to approve that date 
and time, and then to direct Cline 
to mail Harris’ hearing date and 
time to her.

Although no discussion was 
held, after the meeting adjourned 
Cline told the Newsgram that he 
couldn’t answer any questions 
about the situation, and that, 
actually, neither could the board.

Waynoka School
Board sets Kristin
Harris hearing for July 14
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
Noon-1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 

Gallop will distribute free meals for all 
children under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through the Washington Elementary 
School circle drive (south side) in Alva. 
Pick up only. 580-327-1647 for more in-
formation.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further  notice.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

May 18, 2020
Barber County Sheriff’s office (BASO) 

responded to a request to speak to an 
officer on Reutlinger Road.
BASO responded to a vehicle fire on US-

281.
BASO responded to cattle out on Gyp Hill 

Road.
Medicine Lodge Police Department 

(MLPD) and BASO responded to a 
reckless driver on Main Street.

MLPD responded to an EMS call on W. 
Kansas Avenue.

MLPD investigated a report of burglary on 
W. Second Street.

Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) and 
BASO performed traffic control on 
Main Street.

May 19, 2020
KWPD responded to an accident on Miller 

Street.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspections.
MLPD responded to an EMS call on North 

Cedar.
BASO responded to cattle out on N.E. 

Ridge Road.
BASO responded to an animal attack on N. 

First in Sharon.
KWPD responded to 911 call on S. 6th.
MLPD responded to 911 call on Buffalo 

Avenue.
May 20, 2020

BASO responded to an accident on KS-2.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspections.
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

disturbance on N. Main.
MLPD responded to suspicious activity on 

S. Main.
BASO responded to littering on S.E. 

Pleasant Hill Road.
BASO responded to cattle out on Ridge 

Road.
BASO responded to a 911 hang up on 

Dickinson Street.
BASO responded to motorist assist on US-

281.
BASO responded to reckless driver on US-

281.
MLPD responded to a 911 hang up on W. 

Lincoln.
May 21, 2020

KWPD responded to a 911 call in 
Dickinson Street.

BASO responded to a 911 call on Mumford 
Road.

BASO responded to cattle out on US-281.
MLPD responded to a harassment call on 

N. Main.
MLPD responded to suspicious activity on 

N. Main.
May 22, 2020

MLPD assisted a citizen on Kansas 
Avenue.

MLPD and BASO responded to a 
commercial alarm on S. Iliff Street.

MLPD responded to a traffic hazard on W. 
Kansas Avenue.

BASO responded to an EMS call in Lake 
City.

MLPD responded to a residential alarm on 
W. Central Avenue.

MLPD responded to a dog complaint on N. 
Oak Street.

MLPD responded to a request to speak to 
an officer.

BASO responded to a report of a reckless 
driver on Curry Lane.

MLPD investigated a report of suspicious 
activity.

May 23, 2020
MLPD responded to an EMS call on W. 

Anthony Avenue.
BASO responded to an animal call on US-

160.
BASO responded to a report of cattle out.
MLPD investigated a report of a suspicious 

vehicle on W. Kansas Avenue.
KWPD and BASO responded to a domestic 

disturbance on N. 10th Street.
May 24, 2020

MLPD investigated a report of a suspicious 
vehicle on N. Walnut Street.

MLPD responded to a disturbance on W. 
Second Avenue.

BASO responded to a traffic hazard on 
S.E. Hawkins.

BASO responded to an animal call on 
N.W. River Road.

BASO performed a civil standby.
MLPD responded to a custody dispute.
MLPD and BASO responded to an EMS 

call on N. Main Street.
MLPD responded to a disturbance on E. 

Washington Avenue.
BASO responded to a residential alarm on 

S.E. Naron.
BASO performed six traffic stops.

Fire/EMS
May 18, 2020

Medicine Lodge Rural Fire Department 
responded to a vehicle fire on US-281.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 
on W. Kansas Avenue.

May 19, 2020
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 

on N. Cedar.

Barber County
Sheriff’s Office logs
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Property Owner
Plat Maps
Available

Maps for Woods,
Alfalfa, Major
County, OK

& Barber County, KS
$30 plus tax

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200

Wall maps for Woods
County, foldout maps
and spiral bound books



June 3, 2020                               Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                       Page 40


