
Alfalfa County 
amends Covid-19 

guidelines



January 20, 2021 Page 2Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

The Alva Review-Courier / Newsgram
is published Wednesday by
Martin Broadcasting Corp.

620 Choctaw St.
Alva, Oklahoma 73717

Marione Martin, President
Telephone Numbers:

Alva Review-Courier 580-327-2200
Newsgram 580-327-1510

FAX 580-327-2454
www.alvareviewcourier.com

E-Mail: manager @alvareviewcourier.net
news@alvareviewcourier.net

Entire Contents Copyright 2020

By Stacy Sanborn
Monday’s Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day holiday caused the Alfalfa County 
commissioners to meet on Tuesday 
instead of their usual Monday. Marvin 
Woodall, Jay Hague and Mike Roach 
began by addressing the routine 
business items – last meeting’s minutes, 
maintenance and operation warrants 
for payment, and blanket purchase 
orders. The monthly officer reports and 
court clerk records management and 
preservation monthly reports were also 
approved. There were no road-crossing 
permits for the week.

Following those approvals, the 
three men accepted a private property 
easement in District 2 for NW 22-26-
11 to clean out, fill, and shape for better 
water flow.

Next, the group went over the 
amended Covid-19 guidelines for Alfalfa 
County. Though the changes are subject 
to legislative changes, the guidelines 
signed into effect for Covid-19 exposure 

and/or symptoms are:
1. The quarantine period is seven 

days if a Covid-19 test is taken on day 
five–seven of quarantine and the result 
is negative. A copy of the test results or a 
signed doctor’s release must be provided 
to the county.

2. The quarantine period is 10 days if 
no test is taken.

3. If a positive test occurs, the 
employee must quarantine for 14 days.

Covid-19 FMLA expired as of Dec. 
31, 2020, resulting in the commissioners 
to adopt a new policy. They decided to 
pay a county employee for 10 days of 
work, one-time, should the employee (or 
employee’s household member) contract 
Covid-19 or be exposed to it and need to 
quarantine. The total is for 10 days only, 
even if the employee chooses to use 
that time for a household member. For 
example, if the employee quarantines 
for six days and then returns to work 
with a negative test, that employee will 
have four days remaining if another 

occurrence arises. These guidelines are at 
the disclosure of and must be authorized 
by that employee’s supervisor/elected 
official.

After signing those amendments 
and policy into effect, the three men 
signed to accept a bid from Rigor 
Welding, totaling $116,100, for an 
enclosure for a grader shed and wash 
bay. The last thing on the agenda 
was the annual jail inspection. Judge 
Loren Angle met the group downstairs 
for the inspection tour given by 
deputy sheriff Vernon Sanders. 
Sanders pointed out three issues he 
would like to see addressed, all three 
on the male inmate’s side. One was a 
leaky sink, another some issues with 
the stainless steel in the shower, and 
patchwork needed on an expanded 
metal window covering. Woodall said 
the commissioners were meeting with 
Tony Heller later in the afternoon. 
Heller does the maintenance work for 
the courthouse.

Alfalfa County adopts
amended Covid-19 guidelines

Town of Jet
Board of Trustees, 4-year term  
Board of Trustees, 4-year term  
Board of Trustees, 2-year unexpired  

City of Cherokee
Commissioner at Large Mayor, 

4-year term  
Treasurer, 4-year term  
Commissioner, Ward 1, 4-year term  
Commissioner, Ward 3, 4-year term 
The first six municipalities’ officers 

(Byron, Burlington, Carmen, Goltry, 
Helena and Jet) are nominated and 
elected at large. To be eligible to become 
a candidate in a nonpartisan election, a 
person must be a resident and registered 
to vote for at least six months prior to the 
first day of filing at an address within the 

Declarations of Candidacy will be 
accepted at the county election board 
office, located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, 
Cherokee, for the indicated offices for 
each of the following municipalities:  

Town of Byron
Board of Trustees, 4-year term 
Treasurer, 4-year term 

Town of Burlington
Board of Trustees, 4-year term 

Town of Carmen
Board of Trustees, 4-year term 
Board of Trustees, 4-year term 

Town of Goltry
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term 
Board of Trustees, 2-year unexpired 

term 
Town of Helena

Board of Trustees, 4-year term 
Board of Trustees, 4-year term 

Candidates for municipal office in 
seven Alfalfa County municipalities 
may file Declarations of Candidacy 
beginning at 8 a.m. Monday, Feb. 1. 

Kelly Stein, Secretary of the County 
Election Board, said the filing period 
ends at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 3. 

Municipal candidate filings set 
to begin Monday, Feb. 1 

 See Filings  Page 31
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Vaccine questions and Covid protection
By Marione Martin

As more and more people receive the 
Covid-19 vaccine, it’s tempting to breathe 

a sigh of relief and let 
down our guard. But 
experts agree that 
at least 80 percent 
of the population 
must be vaccinated 
to be effective. That 
probably won’t 
happen until late 
summer. As of 
Friday, Oklahoma 
had administered 
over 200,000 doses 

of the vaccine. 
Johnson & Johnson is nearing the point 

of submitting their one-dose vaccine to the 
FDA for approval. With approval of that 
vaccine, it’s hoped the number of doses 
available will increase quickly to give 
more people access. Right now, the only 
vaccines available are Pfizer and Moderna, 
which both require two doses.

Last week I received the January/
February edition of the AARP Bulletin, 
which has a feature article on Covid-19. 
One section answered questions about the 
vaccine. Here’s a sample:

•ֽ Do I have a choice about which 
vaccine I get?

You probably won’t have a choice. 
Different areas of the country may get 
different vaccines. Rural Communities, 
for example, might not have the facilities 
to store the Pfizer vaccine, which needs to 
be kept at minus 103 degrees Fahrenheit, 
so they might get the Moderna vaccine, 

which doesn’t require such an extreme 
temperature.

• How long after my first vaccine does 
do I begin to develop immunity? How safe 
am I?

The Pfizer vaccine was shown to be 
only 52 percent effective 21 days after 
the first dose. That’s not so safe. You need 
both doses to get to the 95 percent effective 
threshold. The vaccines were found to 
attain effective levels 21 days after each 
does in the Pfizer trials and 28 days in the 
Moderna studies, so you should consider 
yourself still fully at risk until several 
weeks after your second dose. You will 
receive instructions about this from your 
health care provider when you get the 
vaccine.

• Once I’m fully vaccinated, can I go 
back to normal life?

No. Everyone – vaccinated or 
not – will need to continue all current 
recommendations regarding social 
distancing, wearing a mask and avoiding 
travel. This is because up to 10 percent 
of vaccinated individuals will not be 
protected from getting Covid-19 and 
because reinfection, while uncommon, can 
still occur. And the vaccine itself doesn’t 
prevent you from contracting the virus; 
it simply prepares your body to mount a 
vigorous defense so that if you do become 
infected, the resulting illness is far less 
likely to be life-threatening.

When new cases of Covid-19 decline 
in the community, officials will issue 
recommendations about when we can all 
take off our masks and resume life as it was 
before the pandemic. Paul Offit, a member 
of the FDA’s Covid-19 vaccine advisory 
panel, has said we may have to wait until 
the fall for that happy moment.

What Works, What Doesn’t
The AARP Bulletin also contains a list 

of prevention methods that work as well as 
those that don’t.

• Face masks. The more snug the fit and 
the more layers, the better.

Surgical masks and multilayer cloth 
masks receive an A+ rating. Medical-grade 
fluid resistant paper masks are about 95 
percent effective as are cloth masks made 

up of layers of material.
Single-layer cloth masks are rated C+. 

These work less well for a simple reason: 
There’s just not as much material between 
you and the microbe.

Plastic face shields are rated C. The 
face shield only reduces your risk by about 
65 percent so you still need to wear a mask 
with it.

Gaiters are rated D. They are also less 
effective because they tend to be single-
layer cloth and they usually do not offer a 
snug fit.

Scarves or bandanas get an F. Not only 
is the fabric a single layer, it most likely is 
not tight around the mouth and nose. Good 
fit matters.

• Hand sanitizers. They work, and 
work well. The CDC recommends using 
one that’s at least 60 percent ethanol.

• Air purifiers. HEPA filters – both 
portable household units and HVAC filters 
– are effective against virus-size microbes 
and can also help filter out lung-irritating 
allergens.

• Home Covid tests. Taking a home 
test and getting a positive result almost 
certainly means you have Covid-19, but a 
negative result is not definitive. The tests 
just aren’t sensitive enough. 

• Vitamin D pills. This is the one 
vitamin worth supplementing for a simple 
reason. Most of us don’t get enough of it 
from natural sources. Vitamin D deficiency 
is linked to higher risk of acute upper 
respiratory infection and is a common trait 
among Covid-19 patients. Consider a daily 
supplement of 600 IU, or 800 IU if you’re 
older than 70.

• What doesn’t work. 
Disposable gloves – unless they are 

changed frequently like those in food 
service. Viruses stick to gloves as well as 
skin. Unless you change them repeatedly, 
you may actually be increasing your risk.

Sanitizing packages – Surfaces are less 
of a mechanism for transmission of the 
virus than we thought at first.

Other ideas that don’t work are listed as 
air ionizers, germicidal lamps, mouthwash, 
immune boosters and herbal supplements.

To learn more about Oklahoma’s 
vaccine plan and for links to register to 
be notified of when you can make an 
appointment, go to https://oklahoma.gov/
covid19/vaccine-information.html

If you do not have access to the internet, 
you can call the statewide information 
number with your questions at 211.
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ed $440,000 for December. Cline said he 
has been talking to the county treasurer 
about the situation. This year, everyone is 
waiting until the last minute to pay their 
ad valorem taxes, he said, also noting that 
the courthouse was closed for the holi-
days.

Last year, the school lost $200,000 in 
the gross production collections. This year 
it’s down another $115,000, Cline said.

Also, the interest from the carry over 
and general fund is down $90,000 due 
to “economics and the whole economy 
being down,” according to the meeting 
notes.

However, the school will receive fed-
eral CARES Act funding. The first time 
around the school received $23,000, 
which was spent on hot spots and devic-
es. The 20 hotspots, which cost $15,000, 
are ready to be checked out. Cline ex-
pects the school to receive $90,000 from 
the second round of CARES funding. He 
noted that, as with the previous funding, 
the school has to spend the money to be 
able to collect it.

Other Board Business
After a 35-minute executive session, 

the board returned to open session and 
approved extending Superintendent 
Scott Cline’s contract to three years and 
increasing his salary by $1,000 a year 
beginning in July. 

The board also approved the follow-
ing:

• the 2020-2021 Textbook Adoption 
Committee. Smith told the board that 
science textbooks are up for adoption 
this year. The textbook committee will 
participate in a four-day virtual textbook 
caravan. The committee is looking at 
books that will have online access that 
would last for four to five years.

• amendments to the Waynoka Public 
School 2020-2021 school calendar.

* amending board policy EHDD-R 
Concurrent Enrollment Student (Regu-
lation).

* amending the Waynoka Public 
School 2020-2021Student Handbook.

* the consent agenda, which includes 
minutes of previous meetings; reports on 
the general, building, activity and bond 
funds; encumbrances of the general, 
building and bond #31 fund; and change 
orders.

“The Croods: A New Age.”
“It was an awesome sound to hear 

the elementary students laughing,” she 
said. Sixty students earned their individ-
ualized reading goals. “We came back to 
the multi-purpose building for Pizza Hut 
pizza, carrots and cookies,” she said. “Big 
shout-out to Kelly for always taking care 
of us with extra goodies from the kitch-
en.”

Also in December, Christmas parties 
were held in the classrooms on Dec. 18, 
and the words of the week for the month 
were Integrity and Peace, 

Virtual school was held the first week 
of January and went well, Burrow said. 
She also thanked the school board for 
their service. January is School Board 
Recognition Month.

Revenue Drops; Help Is Coming
Superintendent Scott Cline also 

thanked the board for their work. “This 
year has been unlike any other year and 
required some tough decisions due to the 
Covid-19,” he said.

Finances are a mixed bag this month. 
Expenditures were up $73,000.00 com-
pared to last year, and revenue was down 
$2 million in collections this month. How-
ever, Cline expects the school to receive 
about $90,000 in CARES Act funding.

The drop in revenue has several sourc-
es. December ad valorem last year was 
$2.4 million; this year the school collect-

By Kathleen Lourde
Basketball is the primary activity at 

Waynoka High School this time of year, 
Principal Dustin Smith told the Waynoka 
school board at its Monday, Jan. 11, meet-
ing, according to tentative meeting min-
utes provided by the board’s minute clerk, 
Lori Adair.

Basketball homecoming was last Fri-
day. The Buffalo Tournament begins to-
morrow, Jan. 21, and runs through Jan. 23. 

“We are in a stretch where there are 
games most every night until the playoffs 
in mid-February,” Smith said. “We are 
moving forward with limiting fans, like 
everyone else in the state.”

The FFA was slated to hold its trophy 
auction on Tuesday; in upcoming FFA 
events, the Northwest District Judging 
Contest will be on Jan. 21, a swine show 
will be held on Jan. 23 and a calf show 
will be Jan. 30.

In the elementary school, basket-
ball season is also getting underway; the 
school’s first game was with Aline on 
Jan. 11. Basketball homecoming was last 
week. Elementary students held dress-up 
days for homecoming week: Pajama Day, 
Western Day, Sports Gear Day, Hippie 
Day and Railroader Day.

Principal Pat Burrow told the board 
about the students’ second nine-weeks 
A.R. Incentive trip, which was to the Rial-
to Theater on Dec. 17. The group watched 

Waynoka schools immersed 
in basketball season
Shaky finances temporary
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By Yvonne Miller
The major water line replacement 

project for the City of Kiowa, Kansas will 
begin in February. 

Sam Johnson, engineer with BG 
Consultants (which oversees the project) 
in Manhattan, announced it in his 
presentation to Kiowa’s City Council at 
their Jan. 11 meeting.

Johnson said that NOWAK 
Construction Inc. of Goddard, Kansas, 
won the bid for the project. Their bid was 
$6,249,365. He expects to have a pre-
construction meeting with NOWAK next 
week. Line replacement should begin by 
early to mid-February, Johnson said. 

At the council meeting, the body 
approved USDA and KDHE documents 
required to get the project started. 

The project involves replacement of 
approximately 10 miles of waterline from 
Kiowa’s water wells south of Sharon 
to Hazelton along Tri-City Road. The 
other part focuses on replacement of the 
remaining pipes in the city limits. The 
engineers and locals who looked earlier at 
the estimated 100 year old water system 
say there is a variety of PCB pipe, cast 
iron, galvanized pipe, cement asbestos, 
etc., that needs to be replaced.  

During Johnson’s presentation, a 
computer set up with a Zoom interface 
brought to the meeting three other 
individuals involved in the project: Brian 
Foster with BG; Phillip Fishburn with 
Midwest Assistance Program (MAP) 
who is a neutral party that oversees when 
USDA loans are involved: and Chelsea 
Morris with USDA. 

The group talked about redoing some 
of the deal so they can refinance with a 
lower interest rate, which would be a win 
for Kiowa. That will be addressed at the 
February council meeting. They’ll also 
discuss adjusting the water rate schedule 
to help pay for the project at a future 
meeting. 

Johnson explained there is an issue 
with getting an easement from one 

landowner, Mathews/Lambert, along Tri-
City Road. The council, BG and others 
involved do not want to delay the project 
further, especially getting the lower 
interest rate. Council agreed for BG and 
City Attorney Brandon Ritcha to make 
another attempt at negotiations with the 
owner. If not, the city’s construction will 
likely bypass that property and go through 
the ditch, which will reportedly cost an 
additional $35,000 for the project. 

More City of Kiowa Business
An Energy Management and 

Consulting Service Agreement was 
approved by council. This is for Greg 
Wright’s Company. They are the 
consultants for the city’s electrical 
provider EMC.

Suspending compensation to council 
members was on the agenda. The council 
unanimously passed the suspension of 
any compensation to them or the mayor. 
Councilman Wells said, “I think it sends 
a message we are willing to serve without 
pay.” 

An electric meter and usage rate 
adjustment was on the agenda. The council 
voted to continue the meter charge, the 
electric rate and revisit July 1, 2021. This 
is to pay for new meters purchase.

Fire Chief Bill Duvall received council 
approval to spend $7,000 on equipment 
to equip the new fire truck. Police Chief 
Travis Petersen gave a brief report and 
said they have new cameras. The council 
thanked Petersen for the job he is doing.

City Superintendent John Duvall gave 
his monthly report. Council approved 
Duvall to enter a contract  with Graves 
Fencing to purchase fencing to go around 
the public works. He said they have new 
swing sets in Progress Park. Council 
approved a bid from Randy Robbins to 
spray city property. 

Under council items, Simpson said 
there is an Oklahoma town that wants 
Kiowa’s trash truck to pick up their 
trash. He was told that needs discussed in 
executive session. 

City Administrator Sam Demel said 
in his report that they are seeking a new 
city clerk to replace Trish Brewer, who 
resigned. 

Demel mentioned the rezoning 
request from residential to commercial 
for land directly north of D&W along 
K2 Highway. The council approved that 
request and also annexing that land into 
the City of Kiowa. Simpson confirmed 
this land will be used for a general retail 
business, yet unnamed. 

The council held several executive 
sessions with no action taken upon return 
to open session.

All councilmen were present as Mayor 
Bill Watson called the meeting to order 
including: B.J. Duvall, Brian Hill, Jason 
Thayer, R.L. Simpson and Tom Wells. 
Utility Clerk Lynette Callison sat in for 
the vacated clerk seat. City Administrator 
Sam Demel and City Attorney Brandon 
Ritcha were also present.

NOWAK Construction Inc.
wins bid for Kiowa Water Line
Replacement Project 
Construction to begin in February; Searching to fill city clerk position
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Obituaries
MERI JANELLE DOSTER

Meri Janelle Doster, 74, was born 
on February 20, 1946, to Clyde Edwin 

Pitcher and Roberta 
Vermelle (Bowser) 
Pitcher. Jan passed 
away on January 16, 
2021, at Carnegie Tri-
County Municipal 
Hospital in Carnegie, 
Oklahoma.

Jan graduated 
from Carnegie High 

School with the Class of 1964. On 
January 18, 1986, Jan married her best 
friend and love of her life, Danny Doster 
in Carnegie, Oklahoma. Jan was a long-
time member of the United Methodist 
Church in Carnegie, Oklahoma, where 
she spent many Sundays playing the 
piano. 

Jan is survived by her husband, 
Danny, of the home; one son, Shane 
Horton of Carnegie; one step-daughter, 
Whitney Hattier and her husband, Ryan, 
of Midlothian, Texas; two sisters, Marsha 
Dean and her husband, Bill, of Tuttle 
and Rhonda Cook and her husband, 
Mike, of Alva; five grandchildren, 
Skylar Horton and his wife Lauren (of 
Fort Worth, Texas), Kendi Horn and 
husband Clinton (of Weatherford), 
Karissa Bowers and her husband JT 
(of Edmond), and Hayden and Hannah 
Hattier (both of Midlothian, Texas); 
nieces/nephews Murray Dean and wife 
Josie (and children Reese and Max of 
Moore), Natalie Christian and husband 
Michael (of Lubbock, Texas), Madison 
Holland (of Nashville, Tennessee), and 
Ryan Merrill and wife Allee (of Cordell).

Jan is preceded in death by parents 
Clyde and Roberta Pitcher; her son, 
Blake Horton; and her sister, Shelly 
Thomas.

Graveside services for Jan will be 
at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, January 20, 
2021, at Carnegie Cemetery in Carnegie, 
Oklahoma, with Rev. Derrek Belase 
officiating. Arrangements are under the 
direction of Ray and Martha’s Funeral 
Home in Carnegie, Oklahoma.

KARL DAVID FEARING 
Memorial services for David Fearing 

with be 2 p.m. Saturday, January 23, 
2021, at the Cherokee 
Strip Museum 
Annex. Cremation 
arrangements are 
under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral 
Home. We will 
livestream the 
service on Marshall 
Funeral Home 

Facebook Page. Masks are requested. 
Karl David Fearing, son of Glenn 

and Dorothy (Morton) Fearing, was 
born on December 23, 1949, and passed 
away suddenly on January 9, 2021, at 
the age of 71. 

Dave lived throughout his childhood 
in Burr Oak, Kansas, growing up with 
midwest values: respect your parents, 
treasure your wife, and teach your 
children. Upon graduation from Kansas 
State University in 1973 (forever 
becoming a lifelong Wildcat), with a 
degree in physical education, Dave was 
able to pursue his passion for coaching. 
In 1977, he met Donna Hinkle and they 
were married in 1979. Dave and Donna 
had two sons: David Burke in 1983 and 
Michael Joseph in 1985. 

In 1980, they moved to Portland, 
Texas, where Dave coached high school 
basketball until 1998. He was a highly 
respected coach by his players and 
fellow coaches. Dave earned many 

awards while coaching for the Portland 
Wildcats: All Metro Coach of the Year, 
All South Texas Coach of the Year, and 
15-4A Coach of the Year in 1988. He 
took a team to the regional quarterfinals, 
was a member of Texas Association of 
Basketball Coaches, serving a stint as 
an officer. Dave was published in Texas 
Coach in 1989 and in Basketball Clinics 
in 1994 and 1995. 

In 1996, the 9th Annual Texas 
Basketball Magazine out of Houston 
reported “there were only three other 
coaches in the state of Texas that have 
more wins in the same number or 
less years of coaching than Gregory-
Portland’s Coach Fearing.” Dave 
amassed over 400 basketball wins, and 
was proud to have coached both of his 
sons. He often said he taught so that he 
could coach. In 1998, the family moved 
to Quinlan, Texas, and Dave continued 
coaching until his retirement in 2010. 
He touched so many lives and was 
always moved whenever a former player 
contacted him. 

While living in Quinlan, Dave bought 
a jukebox that played 45-rpm records. He 
spent countless hours choosing which 
45s he wanted on it. Thus was born the 
“Garage Hop,” a dance he would hold in 
the garage. The Garage Hop continued 
after the move to Alva. He also collected 
basketball and other sports memorabilia, 
and housed the massive collection in 
his own private temperature controlled 
room. David and Mike, along with Asst. 
Basketball Coach Phlieger would go to 
many sports events collecting “bobble 
heads” for Dave. 

In 2011, Dave and Donna moved to 
her hometown of Alva, Oklahoma. Dave 
promptly made new friends and felt at 
home in Alva. He and friend, Randy Fox, 
became the “Junker Boys”, an endeavor 
that he enjoyed tremendously. 

Dave and Donna always looked 
forward to camping trips with the Alva 
friends. They once took the camper on 
a road trip to go to Austin, but made a 
detour to see Lonnie in Michigan, on 
to Niagara Falls, down to Pensacola, 
Florida, to see son David, over to New 
Orleans, finally arriving in Austin 
to see son Mike. After thirty-two 

 See Obits Page 14
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days together in a camper along with 
Schaeffer the dog, Dave and Donna 
knew they loved to “glamp.”

Dave was preceded in death by his 
parents, Glenn and Dorothy Fearing; 
his mother-in-law, Bonnie (Hinkle) 
Sebren; and a sister-in-law, Becky 
Hinkle. 

He is survived by his wife of 41 
years, Donna; sons, David Fearing and 
wife, Erin, and their daughter, Karina 
Rose, of Bayonne, New Jersey, and 
Mike Fearing and wife, Sarah, and 
their daughter, Eyrie Beth, of Austin, 
Texas; sister, Sherry Campanelli and 
husband, Bob; nephews, David and 
Matt Campanelli; sister-in-law, Mika 
“Popo” Cahoj; and niece, Ferran 
Weese; other relatives and many 
friends. 

Dave was known as “Pops” to the 
Grand-Girls and tried to see them as 
often as possible. His face lit up when 
he was with those little girls. He had a 
strong and steady character and valued 
honesty and integrity. He was always 
concerned for the safety of his family 
and friends, relaying to them the latest 
weather report, road conditions, and 
ending with, “Watch out for the deer!” 

Dave was a good husband, father, 
Pops, brother, brother-in-law, and 
companion; he will he missed by so 
many. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

JOHNNY F. FRECH 
Graveside services for John Frech were 

at 2 p.m. Saturday, January 16, 2021, at the 
Carmen City Cemetery 
with Rev. Timothy 
Roggow officiating. 
Interment was under 
the direction of 
Wentworth Mortuary 
LLC of Carmen. 
The service was live 
streamed on Marshall 

Funeral Home Facebook Page. 
Johnny F. Frech, son of the late John 

Gottlieb and Anna Marie (Meyhofer) 
Frech, was born June 21, 1931, on the 
family farmstead and passed away January 
10, 2021, at Enid at the age of 89 years, 6 
months and 19 days. 

John attended school at Lambert 
graduating with the class of 1949. He 
proudly served his country in the United 
States Navy from 1950-1954. On August 
1, 1956, he was united in marriage to 
Clara Louise Brune at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church in Enid. They raised their family 
of four children in the Carmen area on 
the farmstead except for a brief period in 
Houston, Texas. 

He was baptized and confirmed in the 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church in Cherokee 
and later became a member of the Zion 
Lutheran Church in Alva. He was also a 
member of the American Legion. John 
enjoyed farming and raising his cattle. 

Besides his parents, John and Anna, he 
was preceded in death by a daughter, Shirley 
Lanning, and a brother Moritz Frech. 

He is survived by his wife, Clara, of 
the home; a daughter, Beth Schoeling and 
husband, Gary, of Alva; two sons, Paul 
Frech and wife, Donita, of Bixby, and 
Chris Frech and wife, Cecilia, of Enid; a 
son-in-law, David Lanning of Edmond; 
four grandchildren, Cody Frech and wife, 
Emily, of Broken Arrow, Cortney Frech of 
Bixby, Kyle Schoeling of Alva, and Seann 
Lanning of Hampton, Virginia; two great 
grandchildren, Sophia Chastain and Allison 
Frech of Broken Arrow; other relatives and 
friends. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made through the 
mortuary to the Zion Lutheran Church, the 
American Legion, local Disabled Veterans 
Association, or the Carmen Fire and Rescue. 

Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

ENOLA GAY LIKE 
Graveside services for Enola Gay 

Like will be 2 p.m. Friday, January 22, 
2021, at the Highland 
Cemetery near Pink, 
Oklahoma, with 
Bill David Walker 
officiating. Interment 
is under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral 
Home of Waynoka, 
LLC. 

Enola Gay Like, daughter of Dixie 
Marie (Hauch) Harris and the late Gilbert 
V. Harris, was born May 18, 1953, in 
Shawnee, Oklahoma, and passed away 
January 16, 2021, in Amarillo, Texas, 
at the age of 67 years, 7 months and 28 
days. 

After high school graduation, she was 
united in marriage to E. C. Mehagan. To 
this union one child was born, Wayne. 
She owned and operated a bakery in 
Shawnee for many years. E.C. preceded 
her in death in 1997. In June 1999, she 
was united in marriage to Roscoe Like in 
Shawnee. They lived in Waynoka where 
she worked in several bakeries in the 
surrounding area. 

She was a member of the Elm and 
Murrow Church of Christ. She was an 
avid doll collector and enjoyed spending 
time with her kids and grandkids. 

Besides her father, she was preceded 
in death by one brother, Ricky Harris, and 
one step-daughter, Shereena Montano. 

Enola is survived by her son, Wayne 
Mehagan of Woodward; her mother, 
Dixie Flowers of Tecumseh; one brother, 
Orin Harris and wife, Belinda, of Tuttle; 
one sister, Mieva Riedel and husband, Ed, 
of Marlow; four step-children, Gregory 
Mehagan of Ardmore, Paul Mehagan 
and wife, Kim, of Tulsa, Loretta Hall 
and husband, James, of Oklahoma 
City, and Melvin Like and wife, Kelly, 
of Waynoka; many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; other relatives and 
friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made in her memory to Marshall Funeral 
Home. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

From Page 10 Obits
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A Hutton Construction worker is on 
stilts as he works on the windowed 
office of PT Lana Smith. Photo by 
Yvonne Miller

Physical Therapists (l-r) Brooke Molz and Lana Smith stand in the new over 
2000 square feet PT gym under construction at Kiowa District Healthcare. Pho-
to by Yvonne Miller

By Yvonne Miller
Walking into the new therapy and 

wellness addition at Kiowa District 
Healthcare (KDH) finds of hub of 
activity in a hard hat area. The new 
physical therapy gym area will be over 
2,000 square feet. The current PT room 
is a mere 400 square feet. The gym 
features ceiling-to-ground windows that 
will provide a welcome atmosphere. PT 
patients can see out the windows, but 
outsiders cannot see inside. 

Hutton Construction of Wichita is 
building the new addition, which will 
also house areas for occupational therapy 
and other outpatient services/specialty 
medical services that will be offered soon. 
Other areas include a conference room, 
sleeping quarters for visiting health 
care providers, Strong Mind, two suites 
for contracted staff, outpatient services 
rooms, offices, private Covid-19 rooms, 
and a behavioral health department with 
a separate entrance. 

KDH new addition is on schedule
Total cost of the project is 

$1,757,272. The source of funding is a 
USDA loan, KDH funds, and funds from 
the Friends of the KDH Hospital and 
Manor Foundation. 

The completion date is March 25. A 
dedication/opening ceremony is pending 
due to Covid-19. 

KDH CEO Janell Goodno said, 
“I am excited for the Kiowa District 
Healthcare Wellness and Behavioral 
Health Expansion Project to be 
completed over the next few months. 
The community support for this project 
has been tremendous, and our team is 
eager to begin utilizing the new space 
and offering healthcare services to our 
Kansas and Oklahoma communities.” 
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HERBERT LOUIS NILES
Services for Herbert Louis Niles are 

pending with Lanman Funeral Home, 
Cherokee, Oklahoma. 

Viewing will be held on Friday, 
January 22, 2021, from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at Lanman Funeral Home, 1305 S. 
Grand Avenue. 

Services will be held on Sunday, 
January 23, 2021 at 1 p.m. at the Alfalfa 
County Fairgrounds Exhibit Building, 
600-698 W 5th Street. 

Online condolences may be made at 
www.lanmanfuneralhome.com. 

STANLEY JAMES VAN 
STEENVOORT

Stanley James Van Steenvoort, of 
Wichita, Kansas, passed away Thursday, 

January 14. He was 
86 years old.

Stanley was 
born July 10, 1934, 
in Crary, North 
Dakota, the son of 
Frank and Ethel 
Van Steenvoort. He 
attended school in 
Crary, North Dakota, 

through high school and then continued 
his education with a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree.

He married Bernice Ruth Folkers 
on August 16, 1956. They had three 
children, Carrie, Lynn, and Alan. 
When first married they lived in 
Mayville, North Dakota, followed by 
Karlstad, Minnesota; Carrington, North 

Dakota; Circle, Montana; Weatherford, 
Oklahoma; and Alva, Oklahoma.

He started his career as a high 
school teacher and then transitioned 
to college. He taught mathematics in 
Oklahoma for 33 years. That included 
one year at Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University. He started as a 
professor at Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Alva, Oklahoma, in 
1967 and taught the remaining years 
there with a break to teach higher level 
math courses at Alva High School for 
two years. He retired from Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University in 1991.

Stan and Bernice moved from Alva 
in 2014 and went first to Goddard, 
Kansas, and then to Wichita, Kansas, in 
2017.

Stan’s passions included hunting and 
fishing. He was a long-time member of 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Alva, 
Oklahoma, and was a member of the 
Lion’s Club there as well.

He is survived by his daughter, Carrie 
Kramer (husband Robert Kramer and 
granddaughter Katherine Kramer); his 
daughter, Lynn Van Steenvoort; his son, 
Alan Van Steenvoort (wife Christine and 
step-grandsons Luke and Jake Munyon); 
his brother George Van Steenvoort of 
Bismarck, North Dakota, and numerous 
nieces and nephews.

Stan was preceded in death by his 
father and mother, Frank and Ethel Van 
Steenvoort; his brothers Jack, Thomas, 
Eugene, and Daniel and his sisters, 
Frances and Ellen.

Memorial services will be Januuary 
20, 2021 at 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church in Colwich, Kansas. 
The family requests no flowers, please. 
Memorials or donations may be made to 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

GLADYS FAE WHITEHEAD 
WEIGAND

Gladys Fae Whitehead Weigand passed 
away peacefully on January 12, 2021. 

Graveside services 
were held on January 
19, 2021 at 2 p.m. at 
Parker Cemetery in 
Arkansas City, Kansas, 
with Shelly Funeral 
Home officiating. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
shelleyfamilyfh.com. 

Born January 17, 1932, to Arthur 
and Elsie (Glenn) Whitehead outside of 
Capron, Oklahoma, Gladys was the third 
of five sisters. The sisters were close in age 
and spirit and grew up on a farm in Alfalfa 
County. The girls helped in the daily 
work of life on a farm, as well as working 
summers to help other local families 
and more distant relatives. Gladys was a 
blessing to her extended family throughout 
her life helping with children, attending 
them in illness, and feeding harvest crews. 
As Gladys and her sisters grew up, they 
remained close, marrying and having 
children of their own, but exchanging 
frequent letters and phone calls, and getting 
together every chance they got.

After graduating from Driftwood 
High School, Gladys studied nursing at 
Cherokee Hospital. Everyone loved her 
sense of fun and appreciated her efficient, 
caring attention. 

Gladys married Norman Weigand on 
May 1, 1953. They had three children, 
Ronda, Mary, and Randall.

Gladys was the fun aunt, teaching her 
sisters’ kids, and their children, to make 
ugly faces to upset their mothers and crack 
the kids up. Loved ones always looked 
forward to hearing her stories and she’d 
do anything to make the story great. She 
would give anything she had to anyone 
who needed it. She was involved in the 
church and charity work all her life and 
will be remembered by friends and family 
as generous and big-hearted.

Gladys is survived by her husband 
Norman, her children Ronda (Dean) 
Dutton and Randall (Denise), and her 
sisters Virginia Tatro and Jewell James, 
many grandchildren, great-grandchildren, 
nieces, and nephews. She goes to join her 
parents, her sisters JoAnn Dorris and Helen 
Knopf, and daughter Mary Hall

From Page 14 Obits
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during the procedure. 
“They put an oxygen mask over my 

face, tilted me back so they could start 
putting the tube in. The drugs paralyzed 
me so I couldn’t move – couldn’t do 
anything. They thought I was asleep, 
sedated and all that mess. But I was not 
fully sedated. I started freaking out,” she 
said. Porsha has scoliosis (curvature of 
the spine) so doctors performing a lumbar 
puncture was tricky. “It hurts like crazy,” 
she said. “They turned me over and the 
nurse said, `Hey guys, I think she’s still 
awake’ – they brushed her off. The nurse 
was pretty sure I was still awake and 
kept saying `squeeze my hand if you’re 
awake.’”

They had to do the procedure again. 
“They gave me enough drugs to knock 
out a 300-pound man.” She said that 
coming out of the anesthetic, “I was high 
– tripped out. I thought I had died, then 
I hallucinated I was at Arby’s with my 
mom.”

Porsha described 10 days on the 
ventilator as “awful, absolutely terrible,” 
and said, “I was tied down for a while so I 
wouldn’t try to rip it out. It feels like you 
are constantly choking and gagging.”

At first she hurt so bad, Porsha 
couldn’t stand to have her skin even 
touched. She said those first few times 
the PT (physical therapist) came in and 
tried to get her to walk, “ I got really mad 
at them – threw things at them. I cried 
over everything. They sent in a therapist 
because I was having panic attacks. I had 
depression and anxiety.” 

She told of something that helped her. 
“My best friend from back home was so 
worried about me. We are both huge Harry 
Potter fans. She taped herself reading the 
chapters to me and I listened to that a 
lot.” She recalled, “That dead silence in 
the hospital is awful. Being alone makes 
you insane.” Yet being in ICU she said, 
“All the beeping and machines drives you 
crazy. ICU is constantly busy and noisy.” 

“I was frustrated that I couldn’t move 
to use my phone. My mom isn’t good 
at texting and stuff, but she helped me.” 
Porsha said, “I was so tired of silence – 
not being able to talk to my friends. I was 

KDH, was while offering compassionate 
care. They said that Cheyenne even 
researched Porsha’s symptoms and 
suggested it could be a “very rare” 
disease, Guillain-Barre syndrome. This 
disease is a disorder of the immune 
system where the nerves are attacked by 
immune cells. It was later determined that 
Porsha had Guillain–Barre and it had her 
down, hardly able to move.

“I wasn’t really scared until I got to 
the big hospital (in Wichita),” Porsha 
said. “I’m 18 and supposed to be healthy 
– I thought the doctors know what they 
are doing. I couldn’t breath or move. I 
couldn’t talk and could only respond with 
blinking. Everyone was freaked out. The 
meds weren’t working – I was in constant 
pain. The not knowing was so scary. At 
first I was in shock and not scared and 
then I got really scared. I started accepting 
this is how I’m going to die. I couldn’t 
sleep – every muscle hurt.” 

Porsha said, “I couldn’t swallow but 
could breathe through my nose. I felt like 
I was choking constantly so I freaked 
out.” It only got worse for her as doctors 
were going to insert a respirator down her 
throat to help her breathe. Because of the 
Covid pandemic, she could have only one 
person with her and that was naturally her 
mother. Even her mother had to step out 

By Yvonne Miller
A healthy, talented 18 year-old, 

Porsha Binning is an example of how 
quickly your life can be threatened and 
forever changed. 

About a month ago she noticed 
tingling in her hands and feet – enough to 
see a chiropractor to determine if she had 
a pinched nerve. She did not.

Then the nightmare began suddenly. 
That night everything went wrong. 
Besides numbness in her feet and hands, 
she threw up and felt increasingly 
weak and horrible. By the next day she 
couldn’t walk. Taken to the ER at the 
Kiowa District Hospital, “They thought 
I was having a stroke. One side of my 
face went numb. Then I was choking like 
not getting air. My eyes rolled back in 
my head.” Porsha said. A Covid test was 
negative, but a blood test showed she had 
mono. 

“My symptoms were so severe,” 
Porsha said. She was given steroids. “All 
the doctors and nurses spoiled me.” She 
was admitted to the hospital. Porsha’s 
mother Donna said, “Dr. Wilhelm was a 
god-send. He fought for us to get her into 
a hospital at Wichita. It was so hard due 
to Covid.”

Donna and Porsha both mentioned 
how wonderful Cheyenne, a nurse at 

Porsha tells in detail about her near-
death experience with a rare disease
‘It really was hell’; Now more thankful; ‘You 
don’t realize what you have until you lose it.’

 See Porsha  Page 26
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By State Rep. Carl Newton 
This past week, I and several other 

representatives hosted a public meeting 
in Woodward to 
discuss details of the 
redistricting process. 
Every 10 years, 
the Legislature is 
constitutionally 
required to redraw 
legislative and 
congressional 
district boundaries 

to match population shifts as reported 
from the U.S. Census. 

Each member of the Oklahoma 
House of Representatives and state 
Senate and each member of Congress 
must represent roughly the same 
number of people. As people move 
from one area to another, sometimes 
boundaries shift. Rural districts 
sometimes get larger, while urban 
districts shrink – at least in land area. 

I was grateful for the members 
of the public who made it out to this 
meeting. They asked some good 
questions, and it was good to interact 
with them. We want the redistricting 
process to be transparent and for the 
public to have adequate input. They 
are the folks being represented, after 
all. 

On another note, I will be chair 

this year of the House Appropriations 
and Budget Subcommittee on Natural 
Resources and Regulatory Services. 
My committee, along with the similar 
committee from the Senate will hold 
agency budget and performance 
reviews next week to hear from the 
state agencies under our purview. 

The meetings start at 9 a.m. on Jan. 
19 and 20. They can be livestreamed on 
the Senate website: https://oksenate.
gov/live-proceedings. 

We will hear from the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Insurance 
Department, Conservation 
Commission, Horse Racing 
Commission, Department of 
Labor, Department of Mines, 
Department of Commerce, Election 
Board, Ethics Commission, Merit 
Protection Commission, Emergency 
Management, Military Department, 
State Auditor and Inspector and the 
State Treasurer. 

Lawmakers also are in the process 
of filing bills for the upcoming 
legislative session, which starts Feb. 
1. I will reintroduce a number of bills 
that passed in the House last year but 
that didn’t make it through the entire 
process because of Covid. I also have 
several new bills I will file this year. 
All are designed to benefit northwest 
Oklahoma and rural America. I’ll give 

more details on specific legislation in 
upcoming columns. 

Please remember, if I can help you 
with anything, you can always reach 
out to me by email at carl.newton@
okhouse.gov, or phone me at 405-557-
7339. May God bless you and the state 
of Oklahoma. 

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

Livestream hearings on natural
resources and regulatory services

Woods County 
municipal
candidate filings 
begin Feb. 1

Candidates for municipal office in 
Woods County municipalities may file 
Declarations of Candidacy beginning at 
8 a.m. Monday, Feb. 1.

Sandra Koehn, secretary of the 
county election board, said the filing 
period ends at 5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 3.

Declarations of Candidacy will be 
accepted at the county election board 
office for the indicated offices for each 
of the following municipalities:

City of Alva – 4-year terms
City Treasurer Ward 1, Seat 1
Ward 2, Seat 1
Ward 3, Seat 1
Ward 4, Seat 1
City of Waynoka – 4-year terms
Ward 1, Seat 2
Ward 2, Seat 2
Ward 3, Seat 2
Ward 4, Seat 2 - Unexpired 2-year 

term Ward 2, Seat 1
Town of Freedom – 4-year terms
City Clerk Trustee Ward 2
Town of Freedom – Unexpired 

2-year terms
Trustee Ward 1
Trustee Ward 3
Town of Dacoma – 4-year terms
Town Clerk Board of Trustees
The municipal offices at stake will 

be filled in the non-partisan election 
scheduled for April 6.



January 20, 2021 Page 23Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The attack on the U.S. Capitol 

by an angry mob of President Donald Trump's supporters shocked 
many Americans who thought such a violent assault by their fellow 
countrymen wasn't possible.

But for Oklahoma City bombing survivor Dennis Purifoy, the 
Capitol assault was a clear parallel to what happened at the fed-
eral building in his hometown more than 25 years ago. The anger 
against the government, a radicalized perpetrator fueled by right-
wing extremism, a desire to spark a revolution — all commonal-
ities with Timothy McVeigh, whose fertilizer truck bomb ripped 
apart the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building on April 19, 1995, and 
killed 168 people. 

Even the 1978 book that inspired McVeigh, "The Turner Dia-
ries," includes a fictional attack by white supremacists on the U.S. 
Capitol.

"The disdain for government and the disdain for government 
public servants is another parallel that I would draw," said Purifoy, 
who was working in the Social Security Administration office on 
the building's first floor and suffered minor injuries when the bomb 
detonated.

While people around the globe expressed outrage at the Cap-
itol insurrection, the feelings are particularly intense for some in 
Oklahoma, which witnessed firsthand the deadly repercussions of 
violent anti-government extremism.

A memorial and museum that now stand on the bombing site in 
downtown Oklahoma City is one of the state's most popular desti-
nations for visitors — typically drawing more than 500,000 each 
year. School children who arrive at the memorial by the busload 
learn about the dangers of political violence.

Gates to the memorial mark the times, 9:01 and 9:03 a.m., with 
a reflecting pond between them representing 9:02, the minute the 
explosion occurred. Empty metal chairs represent each person who 
died, and the "Survivor Tree," a gnarled American elm that with-
stood the blast, now stands on a small hill and shades the memorial 
below. 

The museum's executive director, Kari Watkins, says one simi-
larity between the incidents was how government workers in both 
buildings were just going about their jobs, unaware of the impend-
ing danger.

"It is America, and we should expect to go about our business in 
a government building without fear of being killed or in the middle 
of a riot when you're in there," Watkins said.

There are also differences. McVeigh's hatred of the federal 
government was specifically fueled by the government's raid on 
the Branch Davidian religious sect near Waco, Texas, that left 76 
people dead, and a standoff in the mountains of Ruby Ridge, Idaho, 
that left a 14-year-old boy, his mother and a federal agent dead. 
McVeigh picked April 19 because it was the two-year anniversary 
of the Waco siege's fiery end. 

"These people in Washington are exercised about the election 
and the fraud they believe took place," said David Cid, a retired 
FBI agent and former director of the Memorial Institute for the 
Prevention of Terrorism. "It's an important distinction. 

"These people in Washington thought they were trying to save 
our government. McVeigh and his cohorts wanted to destroy it."

The rioters who laid siege to the U.S. Capitol were a melting 

Capitol attack stirs memories 
of Oklahoma bombing

pot of  militia members, white supremacists, paramilitary organiza-
tions and fanatical supporters of Trump.

"For the first time in a long time, you're not only bringing hate 
groups, but you're bringing everyday citizens into movements that 
have been hijacked by those with alternative beliefs and who are 
pushing alternative theories, such as Q-Anon, Proud Boys, Booga-
loo Boys and things like that," said retired FBI agent Eric Jackson, 
who worked in the agency's counter-terrorism division and led a task 
force on anarchists.

On the same day the riot broke out at the U.S. Capitol, about 
1,000 Trump supporters showed up at the Oklahoma Capitol, and 
while angry about what they believed was an unfair election, the 
event was peaceful.

"By no stretch of the imagination was there a call to arms or any 
kind of physical action at all," said state Rep. Jay Steagall, a Trump 
supporter who spoke to the group in Oklahoma. "It was really a First 
amendment type of rally and protest."

Despite the time that has passed since the Oklahoma City bomb-
ing, said Purifoy, the bombing survivor, there remains in Oklahoma a 
lingering sensitivity "that people who work in government buildings 
are not evil, they're just trying to help people with housing or Social 
Security or whatever.

"There may be some of that. I hope there still is. I hope we hav-
en't lost that awareness."
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By Marione Martin
A story from KOCO TV in Oklahoma 

City Monday was headlined “Data 
shows significant spread of Covid-19 
in rural Oklahoma counties.” Using an 
analysis by Oklahoma State University 
Center for Rural Health, the article states 
“hot spots can be seen in counties like 
Roger Mills, Adair, Love and Alfalfa, 
with developing hot spots in south-
central Oklahoma.” 

The analysis compares the per capita 
number of cases around the state. The 
Center for Rural Health says there have 
been 90 deaths per 100,000 people in in 
rural areas this month compared to 71 in 
urban areas.

Oklahoma’s number of positive 
cases has dropped in the past couple 

of days with 36,136 active cases as 
of Tuesday, Jan. 19, according to the 
Oklahoma State Department of Health 
(OSDH). Alfalfa County has 71 active 
cases and five deaths as of Tuesday. 
The county had a population of 5,642 in 
2020. Meanwhile, Woods County with a 
population of 8,563 has 63 active cases 
and a total of five deaths.

Tuesday’s numbers for surrounding 
counties list Grant with 27, Harper with 
20, Major with 70, and Woodward with 
182.

Cherokee, the Alfalfa County seat, 
has 160 active cases. Helena follows 
with 41, Carmen four, Goltry four, Aline 
three, Jet three and Burlington two. 
James Crabtree Correctional Center, 
located in Helena, has 32 positive 

cases among inmates, according to the 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections.

In Woods County, the county seat of 
Alva has 51 active cases with Waynoka 
at five, Freedom two and Dacoma one. 
Bill Johnson Correctional Center in 
Alva currently shows no cases among 
inmates.

As of Friday, Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University listed 18 students and 
four employees who were positive for 
the coronavirus. That number is a total 
from the three campuses located in Alva, 
Enid and Woodward. NWOSU updates 
the numbers on their website every 
Friday.

For more information, you can check 
the OSDH dashboard at https://oklahoma.
gov/Covid19.html.

Alfalfa County among
Oklahoma hot spots for Covid

"For this week, we're in the pro-
cess of receiving 81,125 doses of 
vaccine, next week we're expecting 
to receive 86,875 doses," Reed said. 
"This inventory includes vaccine for 
both first and second doses," with 
the second "booster" doses reserved 
for those who have already received 
the first shot.

Reed said he would like to see a 
total of about 3 million of Oklaho-
ma's estimated nearly 4 million resi-
dents eventually vaccinated.

Reed said there have been no con-
firmed cases of any of the coronavi-
rus variants in Oklahoma and health 
officials have said the vaccines ap-
pear to be effective against those 
variants, which appear more infec-
tious, leading to a rapid rise in cases. 

The seven-day rolling average of 
deaths in Oklahoma has increased 
during the past two weeks from 
24.14 per day on Jan. 4 to 31.29, 
according to data from Johns Hop-

Oklahoma coronavirus deaths 
top 3,000; US toll hits 400,000
By Ken Miller

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
Oklahoma surpassed 3,000 deaths 
due to COVID-19 Tuesday as the na-
tional death toll topped 400,000, and 
the rollout of coronavirus vaccines 
continued at a steady pace.

The health department reported 
an increase of 43 deaths in the state 
to reach a total of 3,037 people who 
have died due to the illness caused 
by the virus. Oklahoma also reported 
1,558 confirmed new cases, taking 

the state's total to 358,374. 
Also Tuesday, the Oklahoma City 

Council voted to extend to March 5 
a mask mandate in the state's most 
populous city. It has been set to ex-
pire Friday. The Tulsa City Council 
last week extended that city's mask 
mandate until April 30.

Oklahoma has administered 
243,807 vaccinations thus far, said 
deputy state health commissioner 
Keith Reed, including 31,087 who 
have received both doses of either 
the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines.

 See Covid Page 27
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thankful. I’m thankful for the fact that I 
can walk and talk. You don’t realize what 
you have until you lose it.”

Her friends had a welcoming home 
parade for Porsha. “I’ve lived here less 
than a year, like eight months, and the 
people where I lived for 18 years would 
never have done anything like that. Oh 
my goodness. I was so happy to see 
everyone. I started crying and they started 
crying. They made posters for me and 
one of the best things was all the cards 
I got. I can’t believe the number of cards 
I got from everybody in Kiowa. The 
number of people who thought about me 
and cared for me and my family’s well 
being. The church we’ve been going to 
collected donations for me. My FFA gave 
me money for medical bills.

“It’s crazy the amount of support a 
community can have for someone they 
barely know. Kiowa is one of those 
communities that you can’t get enough 
of – I love Kiowa! The amount of prayers 
that must have went out to get me to 
where I am now is crazy to think about!

“I got so lucky – being able to walk 
and talk. I’m so thankful. Why me? God 
knew I would push through it. I definitely 
feel like myself now, but I have a long 
ways to go.”

Porsha has lots to look forward to, her 
mother said. They were from Atwood in 
northwest Kansas. “She was involved in 
everything and fairly good at it all,” her 
mom said. She’s been accepted to KU, 
Penn State and Dodge City where she was 
offered a full ride for livestock judging. 
She wants to earn a degree at KU or Penn 
State to become an architectural engineer. 

Her goal this spring is to run track at 
South Barber. She competes in relays, the 
mile, two mile and pole vault. Her mom 
said she made it to state her freshman 
and sophomore year and stood on the 
podium. “Covid ruined her junior year,” 
Donna said. 

What’s next for her recovery? “We’re 
in limbo now,” Porsha said, “Doctors 
say it should take two to three months to 
regain what I have. People find it amazing 
I was paralyzed about four weeks ago.”

Reflecting on this life-altering 
experience of the past month, Porsha 
said, “It really was hell. But it’s a blessing 
in disguise because I’m thankful for a lot 
more now. I don’t think I’ll ever lose the 
taste for applesauce!”

mom became a ritual. Donna said, “She 
was out of the hospital in two weeks. 
The docs at first thought it might be three 
months. She was bound and determined 
to get better.” Despite exercises, Porsha 
said after lying in bed 10 days, “All 
my muscles went to crap. I felt like a 
vegetable. Now I feel like an old lady. 
They tell me to keep doing what I’m 
doing.”

Donna said they learned there is only 
a five percent chance Guillain-Barre 
syndrome will come back. “Me being 
18 and having this disease is crazy rare,” 
Porsha said. “I know there will be things 
I’ll struggle with throughout the rest of 
my life.” 

Doctors tried different medicines so 
there were “daily ups and downs,” Donna 
said. More blood tests revealed Porsha 
also had Lyme Disease so she had to 
take an IV treatment for that. Porsha said 
about a week prior to getting sick, she had 
rolled her car but escaped injury.

Porsha and Mom Express 
Thankfulness

Once out of the hospital, the family 
attended a cattle show in Oklahoma City. 
Donna said that Porsha was actually able 
to lead her cattle into the show ring with 
two Gelbvieh board members as escorts 
to make sure she was okay and didn’t get 
too tired. 

Referring to that day at the cattle 
show, Donna said, “She still does not 
have feeling in her fingers and feet, but 
finally has her smile back.”

“It has been an amazing miracle to 
see her improvement,” Donna said of her 
daughter. “Thank you to everyone who 
prayed for her. It truly is a blessing from 
God that she is doing so well.” 

Porsha said, “Out of this whole 
experience I think I’m now so much more 

going crazy. I talked to the nurses and my 
mom talked to me. There’s only so much 
to talk about after 10 days.” 

When Porsha’s breathing was so 
compromised, a surgeon was called to do 
a tracheotomy as a last option. “The next 
day they finally got pain meds right and 
they pulled the tube. Then the next day 
the surgeon came in ready to do the trach. 
He didn’t even know they didn’t need to 
do a tracheotomy,” she said in frustration. 
Donna said that during this experience 
they found the difference of care in a 
small hospital and large hospital. 

Porsha was dehydrated and said, “I 
was so thirsty it was torture.” A speech 
therapist had just told her the tube would 
have to remain in another two or three 
days. A doctor came in right then and said 
since she could swallow the tube could 
come out now.

“When the tube came out I was so 
hoarse I sounded like I smoked six packs 
a day,” Porsha said. She loves to sing and 
is the reigning Miss South Barber. As her 
talent she sings and plays piano. “I have 
a four octave range – now just one. I’m 
worried about my vocal cords.”

“A feeding tube in my nose was 
terrible. You can taste that stuff,” she 
said. Since she could swallow she begged 
her mother to sneak her a few ice chips. 
“You can’t believe how good applesauce 
tastes,” she said of her first food after the 
tubes were out.

“My next meal was a giant 
cheeseburger. My jaw had lost the muscles 
so I could barely open my mouth. I took 
little nibbles – it was the best thing ever!”

Her saving grace was when she was 
pretty much paralyzed and couldn’t talk, 
one arm moved enough she could write 
some on a white board to communicate. 
Exercising with the help of the PT or her 

From Page 20 Porsha



January 20, 2021 Page 27Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Farm Supplies
For Sale

Premium little square bales 
sprayed Alfalfa & Bermuda. 
580-884-7447

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-
430-1003
Crooked Oak Guest House

2bdrm, w/d, shower, fully 
furnished, covered parking, 
storm cellar. Rent by night, 
week, month. 580-430-5450

For Rent
3bdrm 2bth trailer house. 
Yearly contract. No indoor 
pets. Pens available. 580-748-
0901

kins University. The roll-
ing average of new cases 
declined from 3,454.86 per 
day to 3,081.29 and the pos-
itivity rate fell from 23.29% 
to 17.59% during the same 
time period.

Oklahoma had the fourth 
highest number of new cas-
es per capita in the nation 
with 1,269.19 per 100,000 
residents during the past 
two weeks, according to the 
Johns Hopkins data.

For most people, the 
coronavirus causes mild or 
moderate symptoms that 
clear up within weeks. But 
for others, especially older 
adults and people with exist-
ing health problems, the vi-
rus can cause severe illness 
and be fatal.

From Page 24 

Covid
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper.

Civil Filings
R.L. Wilson and Vickie Sue 

Wilson vs. Wachovia Bank: 
release of mortgage ($174.14).

Synchrony Bank, Daper, 
Utah, vs. Teresa Nichols, 
Carmen: indebtedness 
($239.14).

Divorce Filings
Melissa Colvin vs. 

Christopher Colvin: divorce 
($262.14).

Stephen Thomas Carson 
and Stephanie Lynn Carson: 
divorce ($262.14).

Traffic Filings
James K. Mbugua, Midwest 

City, has been cited with posing 
articulable danger by driving 
inattentively while using cell 
($249).

Lee Joseph Rabon, 
Oklahoma City, has been 
cited with failure to dim lights 
($249).

Brittany Hanna Grimsley, 
Carmen, has been cited for 
operating a vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license ($304).

Charles Darnall Shelite, 
Alva, has been cited for failure 
to carry insurance verification 
($269).

Joseph F. McQuiston, Jet, 
has been cited for driving 
with expired license ($249).

Tommy D. Crites, Meno, 
has been cited for failure 
to pay all taxes due to state 
($249).

Meranda Rashelle Prince, 
Burlington, has been cited for 
speeding 11-14 mph over the 
speed limit ($264).

Holt Christopher Nease, 
Garber, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Charles Darnall Shelite, 
Alva, has been cited for 
speeding 21-25 mph over the 
speed limit ($319).

Timothy Donald Kimball, 
Cherokee, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Kristin N. Shepard, 
Helena, was cited for not 
wearing a seat belt ($20).

Alfalfa County 
court filings
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Tuesday, January 12, 2021
During this day were five 

traffic stops.
7:50 a.m. – Caller advised 

of a horse and donkey 
running down the middle of 
U.S. Highway 64.

9:20 a.m. – Two people 
came into the sheriff’s office 
and advised of a female at 
the Jiffy Trip “higher than a 
kite” asking for people with 
medical marijuana cards.

11:01 a.m. – Alarm 
company advised of an alarm 
going off. Key holder advised 
everything was okay. 

1:50 p.m. – Fire alarm 
went off in the 1000 block of 
Massachusetts. All was okay.

8:20 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a female that had fallen. 
Medic took patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital.

Wednesday, January 13, 
2021

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

10:17 a.m. – Medic 
needed for a lift assist. Medic 
took patient to St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Enid.

10:55 a.m. – Medic 
needed for a male who had 
fallen at the courthouse. 

1:16 p.m. – Caller advised 
someone had dug and hit 
a gas line on County Road 
(CR) 540 and Caddo Road.

Thursday, January 14, 
2021

During this day were four 
traffic stops.

4:53 a.m. – Report of hay 
bales that appeared to be 
smoldering on US-64. 

1:17 p.m. – Report of two 
hay bales on CR 620 and 
Cimarron on fire.
Friday, January 15, 2021

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

11 a.m. – Report of a 
grass fire at the feedlot.

3:21 p.m. – Report that 
a semi hit a small car that 
pulled out in front of it on 
Harmon Road and OK-8. No 
transport needed. 

8:31 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male with elevated heart 
rate. No transport needed.

Saturday, January 16, 
2021

1:23 p.m. – Caller advised 
of kids who ganged up on her 
daughter and a friend.

2:07 p.m. – Report of 
a controlled burn south of 
Cozy Curve.
Sunday, January 17, 2021

During this day there 
were two controlled burns.

1:28 a.m. – Report of a 
car accident on the corner of 
Logan and CR 580.

2:43 a.m. – Caller advised 
of a female juvenile that 
showed up at her house and 
refused to leave.

11:39 a.m. – Caller 
advised she felt like someone 
had been in her house. 
Advised they used her toilet, 
moved her canister set on 
baker rack and her antibiotics 
and pain meds were missing.

2 p.m. – Report of a grass 
fire by Goltry blacktop.

4:24 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a truck hauling a boat 
trailer with no lights.

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff Logs
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is currently closed.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is currently closed.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-

um in Alva is currently closed.

January 11, 2021
Barber County Sheriff’s office 

(BASO) returned lost property to an 
individual on Hackberry Road.

Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) 
and BASO responded to a non-injury 
accident at the Corner Stop.

BASO performed multiple VIN 
inspections.

Medicine Lodge Police Department 
(MLPD) responded to an EMS call on 
Jefferson Avenue.

BASO transported a hitchhiker.
BASO responded to a report of cattle 

out on US-160.
MLPD responded to an EMS call on 

N. Adams Street.
January 12, 2021

BASO investigated a report of 
criminal damage to property at the 
county landfill.

BASO transported a hitchhiker to the 
Comanche county line.

MLPD responded to a request to 
speak to an officer.

KWPD performed a VIN inspection.
MLPD responded to an incident at 

White’s Foodliner.
MLPD took possession of found 

property on N. Oak Street.
MLPD responded to a report of a 

suspicious vehicle on N. Adams Street.
MLPD responded to a disabled 

vehicle on N. Main Street.
MLPD assisted Harper County in 

contacting an individual regarding an 
abandoned vehicle.

MLPD and BASO performed a 
welfare check on W. First Avenue.

January 13, 2021
BASO responded to trash dumping 

on S.E. Berry Road.

MLPD and BASO responded to 
aggressive dogs on Fremont Street.

MLPD responded to a dog call on 
Currie Lane.

BASO responded to two non-injury 
accidents on U.S. 281.

January 14, 2021
BASO responded to a injury accident 

on Resort Road.
MLPD performed a welfare check on 

N. Goodview.
MLPD and BASO responded to an 

EMS call on S.W. Mill Road.
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

suspicious person at Casey’s.
KWPD responded to an EMS call on 

south 6th Street.
BASO responded to cattle out on 

US-281 south of Medicine Lodge.
January 15, 2021

MLPD and BASO assisted with an 
investigation of abandoned vehicles 
found in Pratt.

BASO investigated a report of a 
stolen vehicle on Cleveland Street.

KWPD performed a VIN inspection.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspections.
MLPD responded to a request to 

speak to an officer on Curry Lane
BASO and MLPD responded to a 

domestic disturbance on US-160.
MLPD responded to an EMS call on 

S. Cherry Street.
January 16, 2021

MLPD responded to an incident on 
N. Main Street.

BASO responded to an incident at 
Homer Wine & Spirit.

BASO responded to a report of a 
suspicious person at Sidelines.

BASO responded to an abandoned 
vehicle on US-160.

January 17, 2021
BASO performed a welfare check.
BASO performed four traffic stops.

Fire/EMS
January 11, 2021

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call on N.E. Goldenrod.

Lake City Fire Department responded 
to a grass fire on Bitter Creek Road.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

Barber County
Sheriff’s Office logs

 See Sheriff  Page 31
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call on Jefferson Avenue.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on N. Adams Street.
January 13, 2021

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call on US-281.

January 14, 2021
Medicine Lodge EMS and Medicine 

Lodge Rural Fire Department responded 
to an injury accident on Resort Road.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call on S.W. Mill Road.

Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 
S. 6th Street.

January 15, 2021
Kiowa EMS responded to a call at 

the Kiowa District Manor.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on S. Cherry Street.
January 16, 2021

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call on N. Cherry Street.

Kiowa EMS responded to a call in 
Hardtner.

January 17, 2021
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on S.E. Bethel Road.

From Page 30

Sheriff
municipality. 

The City of Cherokee is a charter 
city whose commissioners of each ward 
are nominated and elected by only that 
ward.  

The commissioner at large (mayor) is 
elected at large.  

No person shall be eligible to 
be a member of the board of city 
commissioners unless such person shall 
have been a citizen of the United States, 
and a resident of the city, for at least 
one year prior to such person’s election, 
and shall have resided in the ward from 
which such person is elected for at least 
30 days prior thereto, and be a registered 
voter of the city for a minimum of six 

months prior to filing the candidate’s 
declaration of candidacy.  

Filing forms for these offices are now 
available at the Alfalfa County Election 
Board office located at 602 West 5th 
Street, Suite 3, Cherokee, OK. or online 
at www.ok.gov/elections. Declaration of 
Candidacy forms will be accepted in the 
Alfalfa County Election Board office on 
the following dates:  

Monday, Feb. 1, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 2, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 3, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
The municipal offices at stake in 

above-mentioned municipalities will 
be filled in the nonpartisan election 
scheduled for April 6. 

From Page 2 Filings

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Okla-
homa schools are advising people to 
throw away milk products received from 
districts last week after a dairy company 
recalled its chocolate milk because some 
of it may have been contaminated. 

Hiland Dairy is recalling 4,800 cases 
of its one-half pint 1% low fat chocolate 
milk made at the Norman, Oklahoma, 
plant because some of that milk may 
contain food-grade sanitizers, which can 
make people sick if consumed. 

SSM Heath St. Anthony Hospital re-
ported examining 50 children who were 
sick after drinking the milk and 28 were 

brought to Oklahoma Children's Hospi-
tal to be evaluated and monitored.

"Hiland Dairy was saddened to learn 
today that a product from our Norman, 
Oklahoma Plant had been improperly 
filled and caused several children and 
their families additional distress at an 
already worrisome time," said President 
and CEO Gary Aggus.

Edmond Public Schools and Oklaho-
ma City Public Schools urged families 
to discard milk products distributed last 

week at schools. 
"OKCPS School Nutrition Service is 

completing an audit of our Hiland Dairy 
products at all schools to determine if we 
received any of the recalled products," 
the district said in a statement. "OKCPS 
will properly discard any recalled prod-
ucts to ensure it's not served in cafeterias 
or at our drive-thru locations."

Hiland Dairy said it's working with 
the Food and Drug Administration on 
handling the contaminated products. 

Company recalls contaminated 
milk given to Oklahoma children
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