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By Kathleen Lourde
At the Freedom School Board meet-

ing Monday evening, the most hotly de-
bated issue of the night centered around 
how to put together a significantly differ-
ent bond package for funding essential 
school repairs that would be able to get 
voters’ approval.

In consultation with experts in the 
field, Miller had documents prepared 
that the board could review and choose 
to sign (or not sign) that would allow 
the school to try again to get voter ap-
proval on a bond issuance to fund school 
repairs. This time, though, the more im-
portant components of the original bond 
proposition were broken down into three 
separate propositions that the public 
could vote on separately. 

Each of the three propositions would 
fund “constructing, equipping, repair-
ing, and remodeling school buildings; 
acquiring school furniture, fixtures and 
equipment; and acquiring and improving 
school sites,” with slight differences.

Proposition 1, which specifically 
mentioned the high school building, 
would be a bond issuance of $410,000; 
Proposition 2, which didn’t mentioned 
any particular section of the school, 
would be a bond issuance of $470,000; 
and Proposition 3, which specifically 
mentioned “constructing an furnishing a 
new ag building,” would be a bond issu-
ance of $520,000.

The board did not sign any of these 

documents, and most of the members ex-
pressed views that a new ag building just 
wasn’t nearly as necessary as the repairs 
to the gym floor and the weight room and 
several other issues through the other 
school buildings. 

Instead of signing any of these, they 
asked Miller to get in touch with the 
school’s bond advisor to have him come 
and speak to the board on July 8 at the 
board’s regularly scheduled meeting 
to discuss whether they might instead 
simply remove the ag building from the 
proposition that the voters failed to elect 
at the last school bond election.

The problem with breaking things 
into separate propositions, is that each 
would be a separate bond issuance, and 
each bond issuance carries some signif-
icant costs. So, putting two propositions 
before the voters would, in the end, cost 
twice as much as just putting one prop-
osition that contains everything that the 
board considers absolutely essential for 
bond funding.

Miller agreed to contact the consul-
tant and find out if he would be able to 
attend the July 8 meeting. Miller himself 
will not be at that meeting due to a con-
ference he, and others, will be attending.

Educator Conferences
Superintendent Miller reported that 

he, and other staff, will be attending a 
few conferences this summer, including 
the OSSBA Education Leadership Con-
ference, held Aug. 22-25, and the Okla-
homa Coaches Clinic in Tulsa July 21-
26. The school also received a $10,000 
grant to enable Miller and some other 
staff to attend a national conference next 
month: the Making Schools Work Con-
ference in Baltimore, Maryland, July 
7-13. 

Staff Contracts Approved
The board also approved the follow-

ing staff contracts:
• Bryan Davey – $25.25 per hour at 

an estimated 12-month cost of $46,460.
• Brenda Daughhetee – $11.72 per 

hour, est. 12-month cost of $21,564.80.
• Patricia Dauphin – $18.28 per hour, 

est. 12-month cost of $33,927.68.
• Patricia Omey – $16.25 per hour, 

est. 11-month cost of $23,546.25.
• Tamara Stoddard (Link) – $12.27 per 

hour, est. 11-month cost of $21,398.88.
• Bryant Weber – salaried at a 

12-month cost of $55,273.20.
School Committees, Workers Comp, 

Other Business
Along with the Superintendent and 

the minutes clerk, Patricia Dauphin, 
board members Shane Morris, Shan Wil-
son, Russell Reed and Phil Kirkpatrick 
were present; member Robert Babcock 
was absent. 

The board approved the consent 
agenda, which comprised the past meet-
ing’s minutes; the activity fund report; 
encumbrances for the general, nutrition, 
and building funds; and two committees 
for next school year: the Safe School 
Committee and the Healthy School 
Committee.

The Safe School Committee in 2019-
20 will have the following members: Su-
perintendent Miller, Principal Michelle 
Shelite, Bryan Davey (maintenance), 
Bryant Weber (teacher/Freedom EMS), 
and a parent and student yet to be deter-
mined.

The Health School Committee for the 
coming school year will be comprised 
of Principal Shelite, Michael Schnatz 
(coach/PE), Cindy Wilson (elementa-
ry teacher), Darci Immell (high school 
teacher), Patricia Omey (child nutrition), 
and a parent and student yet to be deter-
mined.

The board also decided to contin-
ue the contract with OSAG for workers 
compensation insurance, even though 
the cost had gone up quite a bit. Miller 
had attempted to obtain a second quote 
from another company to see if that cost 
could be brought back down, but was un-
able to obtain the quote in time for the 
board to make the decision prior to the 
beginning of the next fiscal year. Miller 
said he would start the process of obtain-
ing that second quote much earlier next 
year so that the board will have some 
options when it comes time to consider 
workers comp insurance for the 2020-21 
school year.

Freedom School Board debates 
how to fund necessary repairs
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Swimming pools and summer pests
By Marione Martin

Be extra alert on the highways right 
now. During wheat harvest, we see a 

lot of large farm 
equipment on 
the roads as well 
as wheat trucks 
hauling loads to the 
elevators. It’s a good 
time to practice 
driving with caution 
and patience.

In Alva, I’m 
hearing some 
differing opinions 

about the upcoming GO bond election 
to pay for a new municipal swimming 
pool. Mayor Kelly Parker explained the 
problems the city is facing in a column in 
Sunday’s Alva Review-Courier. It’s also 
posted on his Facebook page. Basically, 
the pool has developed some structural 
problems and the state is enforcing 
modern regulations for pools. The pool 
won’t be open next summer unless there’s 
a major overhaul or replacement.

Most people seem to want a swimming 
pool; they just differ on how it should be 
financed. The August 13 election seeks to 
finance it through an ad valorem tax on 
property owners inside the city limits. 
The tax would go away after ten years. If 

your property is valued at $100,000, the 
first full year of tax would be about $100 
extra. That’s approximately 27 cents a 
day or less than two dollars a week. And 
the tax rate drops a little each year as the 
bonds are paid off.

Some people would prefer a sales tax 
thinking it would be more equitable since 
non-property owners and people who live 
outside the city limits can use the pool. 
However, sales tax collections vary, the 
revenue could be a little more difficult to 
predict. And increasing the sales tax rate 
by one percent would put Alva at a higher 
rate than any cities and towns in the area 
and even Oklahoma City. Probably would 
not be popular with Alva businesses.

At my age, I don’t frequent the 
swimming pool, but I’m happy to spend 
a couple of dollars a week to provide a 
swimming pool for my grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and the young people 
in the community.

However you feel about the issue, 
be sure you go to the polls to vote your 
opinion on August 13. If you’re not 
registered to vote, the deadline is July 
19 to be able to vote in this election. The 
Woods County Election Board office is 
located in the Professional Building, just 
across from the City Hall and the fire 
department in Alva.

Summer Pests
As a child in Missouri, I spent most 

summer days outdoors. I seemed to 
attract both mosquitoes and chiggers. 
My arms and legs always had some red 
itchy bites. If we visited the surrounding 
wooded areas, we had tick inspections 
after each outing. That was before West 
Nile disease, Lyme disease and Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever became so 
widespread. 

I read with interest an article in the 
July 2019 Consumer Reports about the 

growing epidemic of diseases from tick 
bites. The CDC estimates there are about 
300,000 new cases of Lyme disease in the 
U.S. each year, most of them unreported. 
And Lyme disease is just the best known 
tick-borne illness. At least seven new 
diseases spread by ticks have emerged 
since 2004. 

The article says a study published 
in March predicts that as the world 
warms, a billion new people could be 
exposed to mosquito-borne diseases like 
Zika, dengue and chikungunya between 
now and 2080. There are some public 
abatement methods for growing mosquito 
populations (ask the Alva City Council 
about the reaction to citywide spraying), 
but with ticks you’re on your own.

The article continues with a guide to 
tick-borne diseases. The initial symptoms 
of most tick-borne diseases are similar. 
They can include fever, headache, joint-
swelling and muscle pain, and in some 
cases, gastrointestinal symptoms such 
as diarrhea, nausea, vomiting, or loss of 
appetite. A rash is a common symptom 
for most but not all tick-borne diseases. 

When diagnosed promptly, most 
tick-borne diseases can be treated with 
a short course of antibiotics. Six tick-
borne diseases are listed in the article: 
Lyme disease, ehrlichiosis, anaplasmosis, 
Rocky Mountain spotted fever, babesiosis 
and red meat allergy. 

Interestingly, ticks often crawl around 
a while before attaching so a shower after 
being in a tick-prone area can be helpful 
in removing them. And a tick is usually 
attached for 36 to 48 hours before it 
transmits Lyme disease.

With the growing prevalence of both 
tick and mosquito carried diseases, it’s a 
good idea to keep some insect repellant 
on hand and use it when you spend time 
in the outdoors. 
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Obituaries
WILMA LORENE MILLEDGE
A Celebration of Wilma Milledge’s 

life will be held at the First Baptist 
Church in Waynoka 
at 2 p.m. on June 
30, 2019, with 
Pastors Paul Jones 
and David Shaw 
officiating. 

Wilma Lorene 
Quinn, daughter of 
the late Emery and 
Hazel (Thompson) 
Quinn, was 

born June 30, 1917, near Hopeton, 
Oklahoma, in Woods County and 
passed away at Mooreland Heritage 
Manor, in Mooreland, Oklahoma, at 
the age of 101 years, 11 months and 21 
days.

Wilma spent the early part of her life 
in the vicinity of Hopeton, Oklahoma, 
where she attended the Hopeton Pilgrim 
Holiness Church. On July 6, 1935, she 
was united in marriage to Dale William 
Percival in Hopeton. In 1946, they 
moved to Waynoka, Oklahoma, where 
she attended the Church of God and 
accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior. 
In 1956, she was united in marriage 
to Clayton Lewis Milledge at Alva, 
Oklahoma. She worked for 19 ½ years 
as a med aide at the Waynoka Nursing 
Home. Wilma was a member of the 
First Baptist Church.

Wilma was preceded in death by 
both parents; brothers Melvin and 
Delbert Quinn; sister Mildred Ferguson; 
sons Ronald Laverne and Gale Dean 
Percival; and stepson Donald Cravens. 

She is survived by sons Ronald 
Milledge and wife Marie (of Pauls 
Valley), Larry Milledge and wife 
Gayla (of Waynoka), and stepson 
Lewis Milledge and wife Debbie (of 
Waynoka). Grandchildren are Eric 
Milledge and wife Stephanie (of 
Glasgow, Kentucky), Emily Smith-
Dunn (of Waynoka), Joshua Milledge 
and wife Courtney (of Newcastle), 
Rebecca Underwood and husband 
Gary (of Muskogee), Mark Martinez 
and wife Miranda (of Enid), Matthew 
Milledge and wife Anna (of Waynoka), 
Autumn Gulliford and husband Trent 
(of Fairview), Lori Robinson and 
husband Jay (of Wellington, Kansas), 
and Scott Percival and Amber (of 

Wichita, Kansas). Also surviving are 
16 great-grandchildren and eight great-
great-grandchildren, as well as a host 
of family and friends too numerous to 
mention.

In lieu of flowers you may donate to 
First Baptist Youth Program in memory 
of Wilma Milledge.

Online concolences may be made at  
www.marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

BRUCE RALPH SOLF
Graveside services for Bruce Solf 

will be 10 a.m., Friday, June 28, 2019, 
at the Pleasant 
Ridge Cemetery, 
Carmen. 
Arrangements are 
under the direction 
of Wentworth 
Mortuary, LLC.

Bruce Ralph 
Solf, son of the 
late Ralph and 

Vona (Ball) Solf, was born August 2, 
1941, at the Alva Hospital, and passed 
away June 11, 2019, at his home in 
Cleveland, Oklahoma, at the age of 77 
years, 10 months and 15 days.

He grew up and attended school 
in Carmen, graduating in 1959. 
Upon graduation he went to work 
for a farmer in the Carmen area. He 
attended Northwestern State College 
before receiving his degree in Auto 
Mechanics in Okmulgee, Oklahoma. 
He returned to Carmen to run 
Spray’s Service Station and repaired 
automobiles.

Bruce then moved to Cleveland, 
Oklahoma, to manage his Uncle Ned 
Ball’s gas/convenience store for many 
years. He built a himself a home just 
outside Cleveland where he passed 
away.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Ralph and Vona.

Bruce is survived by his brother, 
Terry Solf and wife, Vickie, of Lake 
Jackson, Texas; and a newphew, 
Bruce W. Solf.

In lieu of flowers the family 
requests memorial contributions be 
made through the mortuary to the 
Carmen After 55 Club.

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

Woman
hospitalized 
after collision 
with wheat truck
By Marione Martin

A Fairview woman was admitted 
to the hospital with injuries from a 
collision with a wheat truck. The 
wreck occurred Saturday, June 22, 
at 4:25 p.m. on U.S. Highway 412 at 
County Road 258 in Major County. 
The location is a mile south and two 
east of Cleo Springs.

Dennis Howard Ring, 71, of 
Cleo Springs, was driving a 1964 
International wheat truck eastbound 
on US412. Sherri Renee Nault, 50, 
of Fairview, was driving westbound 
on US412 in a 1998 Honda Accord. 
Ring made a left turn, failing to 
yield and striking the Nault car. 
Both vehicles came to rest in the 
intersection.

Nault was transported by Major 
County EMS to St. Mary’s Hospital 
in End and transferred to OU Medical 
Center in Oklahoma where she was 
admitted in stable condition with 
head, trunk external, trunk internal, 
arms and leg injuries. She was 
pinned for approximately 20 minutes 
in her vehicle before being extricated 
by Ringwood Fire Department. Ring 
was treated and released at Bass 
Hospital in Enid. 

OHP Trooper Darrin Lancaster 
investigated, assisted by Trooper 
Jeff Jech, Trooper Matt Wilczek, 
the Major County Sheriff’s Office, 
Ringwood Fire Department, Cleo 
Springs Fire Department and Major 
County EMS.
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By Sen. Casey Murdock
With the 2019 legislative session 

behind us, the Capitol is a much quieter 
place at the moment with the exception 
of the sounds of heavy machinery, 
hammers, drills and other equipment as 
work continues on the multi-year State 
Capitol Restoration project. 

One of the biggest, visible changes 
taking place is the creation of a new public 
entrance to the building. For years, most 
visitors came in the southeast entrance 
on the first floor, just to the right of the 
outside steps leading into the building. 
Workers are currently excavating a new 
entrance, which will actually bring the 
public in at the new ground floor. The 
ground level was formally the basement, 
and was nothing you’d want to invite 
company in to see. Its aging office spaces 
were filled with black mold, sewage pipes 
that would sometimes spew their contents 
back into the building, and numerous 
other problems.

That entire space has been renovated 
and is being made into a wonderful 
space for the public and employees 
within the building. The new entrance 

will bring visitors into public dining 
areas, a visitors’ center, gift shop and 
other public spaces, and is the new home 
to the State Election Board and other 
services previously housed on the first 
floor.

If you’ve ever been to the Capitol, 
you may remember in the center of 
the first floor rotunda there was a state 
seal, and from there you could look up 
through openings that went all the way 
up to another state seal at the top of the 
inside of the dome. For the past few 
weeks, workers have been removing 
that first floor seal and the materials 
underneath to extend that opening all the 
way down to the new ground level. To 
view pictures and videos of the repairs 
and renovations, you can go to http://
capitolrestore.ok.gov/.

During the month of June, members 
of the Senate have been submitting their 
requests to the President Pro Tempore 
for interim studies that will be held later 
in the summer and fall. These studies 
may be held in a single day, or take place 
over multiple days, giving legislators a 
chance to take in-depth looks at complex 

issues ahead of the next legislative 
session. Sometimes these studies result 
in proposed legislation while others are 
strictly informational.

These meetings are open to the 
public, and are usually live-streamed 
on the Senate’s official website, which 
is oksenate.gov. Topics in the past 
have covered everything from school 
bullying, to the flying of drones over 
private property, to self-driving cars. 
The final list of 2020 interim studies will 
be posted on the Senate website later this 
summer.

Finally, Oklahomans now have 
easy access to a new website showing 
how their tax dollars are being used. 
Oklahoma Checkbook is an interactive 
website providing near real time data 
on the state’s expenses, broadening 
accountability and transparency. To find 
out more, go to checkbook.ok.gov. 

Please feel free to contact my Capitol 
office regarding legislative issues or 
other questions about state government. 
You can reach me by calling 405-521-
5626 or emailing murdock@oksenate.
gov. 

Murdock’s Minutes 

By Stacy Sanborn
Six-month bid awarding took the 

majority of the commissioners’ time in 
Alfalfa County this past Monday. The 
three officials carefully examined each 
bid; comparing costs, quality and even 
distance between their respective dis-
trict and the potential vendor. Before 
going through bids however, commis-

sioners signed off on the regular agen-
da items – previous meeting minutes, 
payroll, maintenance and operation 
payment warrants, purchase orders 
and monthly officer reports. Districts 2 
and 3 each held a single road crossing 
permit, totaling $4,625 for the county. 

The three men moved on, tabling 
the awarding of bids for the fair-

grounds’ exhibit building refacing 
project, and instead spent time going 
over a resolution to execute the agree-
ment establishing the Association of 
County Commissioners of Oklahoma 
Self-Insured Group (ACCO-SIG) pay-
ment option for workers comp renewal 
for FY 19-20. 

A resolution for application of tem-
porary temporary cash and budgeted 
account appropriations (FY 19-20) 
was approved next, along with one 
for lease purchase renewals. Commis-
sioners addressed the publishing of the 
county’s indebtedness notice for the 
almost-previous fiscal year (18-19). 

Lastly, the trio worked with county 
clerk Laneta Unruh and administrative 
assistant Nancy Lambert on a chart of 
accounts – some of which were not 
being utilized and some needing sep-
arated. 

Alfalfa County commissioners 
award six-month bids
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holding tank located there that is owned 
by Chieftain Oil, Ryan Molz told the 
Newsgram.  

He said the strike started a fire 
and the crude oil burned causing 
the explosion. Molz said that three 
fiberglass tanks and two steel tanks were 
involved in the fire. He did not yet have 
a damage estimate, but said insurance 
should cover it minus the deductible. 
Lightning strikes to the tall oil holding 
tanks happen frequently, he said, but go 
unnoticed to the general public because 
they are out in the country and not 
beside a major highway like this one. 
Molz said they plan to put up a radio 
antennae to act as a lightning rod.

Steve Christensen, who lives about 
a mile away from the tanks, told Molz 
while he didn’t hear the explosion he 
saw the bright flash from his window. 

Molz thanked the Kiowa Fire 
Department for their efforts and said 
Chieftain Oil will donate to them.

Sunday evening these oil holding tanks owned by Chieftain Oil still smolder af-
ter a lightning strike caused a fire and explosion early that morning. Photo by 
Yvonne Miller

Lightning strike causes
explosion and fire at
Chieftain Oil holding tank site

Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence 
Trustee Christa Hughes of Carmen 
presents an Academic All-State cer-
tificate to Cherokee High School se-
nior Toby Highfill, a recent graduate 
of Cherokee High School. Highfill re-
ceived an All-State scholarship spon-
sored by the James C. and Teresa K. 
Day Foundation. Highfill was also 
honored at the foundation’s televised 
Academic Awards Banquet in May. 

Turns out, that trucker’s route took 
him right by the explosion site, just 
north of the 281 intersection with K2 
Highway that turns west toward Kiowa. 
At 4 a.m., lightning struck an oil 

By Yvonne Miller
A trucker hauling cattle just north of 

Alva on U.S. Highway 281 early Sunday 
morning said he saw a huge fireball and 
smoke toward Kiowa, Kansas.
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By Yvonne Miller
All members of the Burlington 

Board of Education were present when 
President Terry Graham called a special 
meeting of the board together June 13. 
Those members are: April Kisling, T.J. 
Rockenbach, Aaron Smith and Robert 
Hill. Superintendent Dr. Stacey Croft 
and Minutes Clerk Tamre McGinnis.

Following a series of executive ses-
sions, the board hired to fill some posi-
tions. Two of those are principal posi-
tions: Tim Bart as secondary principal 
and Jaden Crocker as elementary princi-
pal for the 2019-2020 school year.

Bart has a long educational career 
and will be moving to Burlington with 
his wife. He was recently inducted in to 
the Oklahoma Basketball Coaches As-

sociation (OBCA) Hall of Fame. Bart 
coached at Moore (1995-98); two years 
at Will Rogers (1998-00) and his final 14 
years at Bartlesville. His overall record 
is 291-176, according to a recent article 
in the Tulsa World. Bart also has experi-
ence as principal. Graham said the new 
principal is moving to Burlington Aug. 
1. 

Crocker is in her third year as a sixth-
grade teacher at Burlington. Graham 
said she will be the lower grade elemen-
tary principal in addition to continuing 
her classroom teaching. 

The board also hired Alisha Matzke 
as a paraprofessional for the 2019-2020 
school year. They voted to employ Jen-
nifer Heatherman as custodian for the 
2019-2020 school year. 

Upon recommendation of the super-
intendent the board agreed to pursue im-
plementing a three year old program and 
a daycare center. Superintendent Croft 
is talking with SoonerStart and DHS in 
implementing a three year old program 
and daycare. There has been positive 
feedback from the community. The pro-
grams will be a part of the school but run 
as a separate entity.

The board authorized the superinten-
dent to continue pursuing the purchase 
of real property. 

The new specs on the bus barn were 
briefly reviewed by the board. Superin-
tendent Croft will talk with the archi-
tect and get the bid process started. The 
board will handle this issue at a future 
meeting.

Burlington School Board 
hires two principals

By Trey Lunn
At the regular Monday meeting, the 

Woods County commissioners appoint-
ed Elisa Pribble of District 2 to the fair 
board. She will replace Brody Bush.

Commissioners John Smiley, Da-
vid Hamil and Randy McMurphy were 

present, as well as County Clerk Shelley 
Reed.

After approving the June 17 meet-
ing’s minutes, the board approved a 
number of financial actions. Among 
these, the commissioners approved 
property and liability insurance with 
ACCO – SIG for fiscal year 2019-2020 
in the amount of  119,804, and enhanced 
911 property and liability insurance with 
ACCO-Sig in the amount of $4.552.

The commissioners also approved 
two ODOT claim forms (one for $3,400 

and the other for $3,800), both assigned 
to Pinnacle for services ending March 
31 for a project over Sand Creek (spe-
cifically referred to as “Project NS 246 
over Sand Creek J/P29782(04)”).

The commissioners also approved:
• report on the Resale Property Fund,
• the financial statement,
• road crossing permits for Recoil 

Oilfield Services and AEC, and
• bid No. 18-19-16 from Royal Print-

ing Service, which had provided the 
lowest bid.

Woods County commissioners 
appoint Pribble to fair board
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By Yvonne Miller
It’s June 25, 2019, and wheat cutting 

in the Oklahoma Newsgram reading 
area is reportedly only at least halfway 
finished while just across the border, 
Kansas is just behind with about 35 to 
40 percent cut. That’s because the past 
six weeks there’s been record rainfall, at 
least eight inches. Amounts vary due to 
location.

With all the rain delays it’s a late 
harvest, but the sentiment seems to be 
one of thankfulness. Yields of bushels 
per acre of grain appear to range from 30 
to 70 with many reports in the 50 to 60 
range which is good. Here’s what area 
elevator operators had to say at this point 
in the harvest. 

Ronnie Truelock, general manager of 
Alva Farmer’s Cooperative, said since 
harvest was at about the “halfway mark” 
Tuesday, they hardly had any farmers 
settle up so he only knows “coffee shop 
talk” on yields. “We’ve heard as high as 
60 to 70 bushels,” he said. 

Truelock said test weights “were hurt 
a little bit after the rain.” Test weights 
were in the 60s to start, he said. In this 
wet wheat harvest cycle, Truelock said 
stronger test weights showed who did 
spray their crop. Variety also plays a 
part.

Protein levels also varied with 
agronomic practices, Truelock said 
with a few 12 to 13 protein levels for 
higher quality grain, but they received 
mainly 10s. The co-op is paying Protein 
Premiums that fluctuates like the price 
of wheat. 

The wheat price has been rising due 
to devastating flooding in spring crops 
in Ohio and Illinois – the midwestern 
states, Truelock said. The price has been 
around $4.30 per bushel and is pushing 
$4.60 today. “Seeing a rally (in the wheat 
price) in the middle of harvest is not the 
norm,” he said. 

Overall when you look at this 2019 
crop, Truelock said the quality is decent. 
“You look at the wet spots and think 
what the yields could have been. You 
think of the torn-up equipment getting 
combines and more dug out of the mud. 
Overall we have pretty good yields. It’s 
not a bin-buster, but this harvest is pretty 
good with all the problems we’ve had.” 

Yields are plentiful in the 2019 wheat harvest in the Newsgram reading area. 
So this is a common site – grain carts running alongside combines to empty. 
Unfortunately, the mud is also abundant after record rains so crews are battling 
getting stuck vehicles pulled out of fields. 

Wheat harvest about half finished; some 
yields in the 60s and 70s; fightin’ the mud

Comments from Dacoma and Alva to 
Cherokee and Burlington 

Reporting from the Dacoma Co-op, 
Sue Schwerdtfeger said they’ve had 
yields from the low 50s to 60s. With the 
rain, she said test weights have fallen 
into the 50s. Protein levels are a little 
above average at 10 to 12. She estimates 
cutting in the Dacoma area is 55 percent 
or more finished. Schwerdtfeger said 
that despite rain, farmers were able to 
cut at least part of most days. 

Reporting from the Cherokee Co-op 
Debbie Stoner said they’ve heard yields 
from 30 to 60 bushels per acre. Test 
weights range from 54 to 60 pounds per 
bushel. Protein levels are 11 to 12. As of 
Tuesday, Stoner knows of one harvest 
crew that is finished and gone and said 
many more are still cutting.

Alva’s Wheeler Brothers Grain 
Manager Jay Lohmann said yields are 
averaging 45 to 50 bushels of grain per 
acre. He said the average test weight is 
58 pounds per bushel which is lower 
than usual due to delays with the rain. 
Protein levels are mainly at 11, he said. 

Lohmann estimates his customer’s 
cutting is close to 50 percent or more 
done. “Farmers and cutters are calling 

dozers every little bit to pull out their 
combines,” he said. “But everyone is 
happy with these yields.”

Burlington Co-op office staff 
Meredith Harden said the average wheat 
yield is 45-50 bushels per acre. Before 
the rain, Burlington crops had a test 
weight of 61 pounds per bushel but 
that’s dropped to an average of 58. She 
said protein levels were high on lower 
test weight wheat. 

Harden estimates cutting in the 
Burlington area is about halfway 
finished. “The rain slowed things down 
quite a bit. Everyone has fought the 
mud.” 
Inslee Says Wheat Cutting is 35 to 40 

percent complete in Kiowa Area
OK Grain Cooperative Manager 

Steve Inslee in Kiowa said they’ve had 
yields in the 40s to mid-60s range in 
their area that includes Hardtner and 
Hazelton. Before the most recent rains, 
test weights ranged from 60 to 61 pounds 
per bushel but have dropped to 59 to 60. 
Protein levels “are not as good as we’d 
like” he said with lots of 10s. 

Tuesday morning Inslee estimated 

 See Harvest  Page 35
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By Yvonne Miller
Kiowa’s City Council held a special 

7 a.m. meeting June 21 with all members 
present. 

The council again heard revised plans 
for the city office remodel/renovation 
project. Mayor Bill Watson said the 
main changes presented at this meeting 
include a drop box in the front window 
of the building so people can more easily 
leave their city bill there. Also the front 
counter will have an ADA compliant 
level in the center so people who are 
handicapped and in a wheelchair, 
scooter, etc., can more easily do business 
with the city. 

The architect drawings were not 
ready for the special meeting and the 
architectural firm, BG Consultants, was 
sending them by courier to Kiowa in a 
few days. Then the board will advertise 
the specs for three weeks.

A pre-bid meeting is set for July 11 
at 2 p.m. The official bid opening date 
is July 18 at 2 p.m. Sealed bids will be 
open then. The mayor said the bids will 
be awarded at a meeting July 22 at 7 p.m. 

Watson said the architects have a list 

of potential bidders as well as local and 
area builders who want to bid. Anyone 
can submit a bid for the project. 

At the recommendation of City 
Administrator Lou Leone, the council 
approved a proposal from Wichita State 
University to start a City of Kiowa 
Strategic Plan. The cost is $17,685. 
This total is inclusive of all personnel, 
operational and administrative expenses. 
The project would start in October 2019 
with completion around March 31, 2020.  

Strategic planning is an inclusive 

planning process, allowing for the 
creation of a community plan that 
establishes a vision for the community, 
and goals and strategies to accomplish 
that vision. The PPMC will focus on 
delivering the City of Kiowa a plan that 
can be successfully implemented and is 
supported by the community

The council held an executive session 
to discuss how they want to proceed in 
the search for a city administrator. Lou 
Leone’s last day as administrator is 
Friday. 

Kiowa Council takes steps for a strategic 
plan, has bid dates for city hall remodel

Waynoka Railroaders 12U take Runner-Up NOKL at Okeene on June 19. From 
left are (front row) Morris Litzenberger, Titan Smith-Dunn, Lydon Hommertz-
heim, Price Poe, Korbin Ferguson, Wyatt Milledge, Jake Inman, Kolin Bechard; 
(back row) Daycen Cunningham, Landon Seiger, Ethan Strohmeyer, Colin My-
ers, Brac Long,. Coaches Dwight Biel, Michale Strohmeyer, Jay Myers, Michael 
Hommertzheim. 
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Old film movies transferred
to digital DVD’s.
First DVD is �20 plus 20 
cents per foot without sound
or 24 cents per foot with sound.

Gather up all those old home movies.
Once you have them on DVD, we can
make DVD duplicates for only  ��. 
Preserve your family history for the kids.

Modernize
Your

Memories!

Bring your box of reels
to the newspaper office
Alva Review-Courier, 620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK

SMC Downtown Clinic
580-430-3328 7:30 am - 5 pm M-F

ALVA, OKLAHOMA 73717 - WWW.SMCOK.COM
THE HOMESTEAD

580-327-4080
SHARE MEDICAL CENTER MAIN

580.327.2800
SHARE CONVALESCENT HOME

580.430.3324

SSM - St. Anthony Hospital Affiliate

SMC Physicians Clinic
580-430-3366  8:00 am - 5 pm M-F

BRYAN NUTTER, A.P.R.N. GWYNETH HOLDERBY, APRNPAIGE KRUCKENBERG, PA-C

SMC Urgent Care
580-430-3325 8:00 a.m - 8 pm M-Sat

10 am - 4 p.m. Sun.

Jennifer Nichols
APRN

Jeremy Logsdon
APRN

SMC Emergency Room

SMC Medical LabCall or
Walk-In

Call or
Walk-InCall for

Appointment

Open Daily
24/7

Serving SMC and
your out of town specialist
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By Ben Felder The Oklahoman
HOMINY, Okla. (AP) — Darrell El-

liott carried a crate of lavender flowers 
out of the greenhouse into the direct sun-
light, taking advantage of a break from 
a recent string of spring storms that left 
northeast Oklahoma soggy and humid.

Wearing an orange prison jumpsuit 
with dirt smudges on the legs, Elliott 
gently stroked the petals of one of the 
flowers, ignoring the razor-wire fence 
that surrounds the Dick Conner Correc-
tional Center.

"It makes you feel like you're not in 
prison," Elliott, who has five years left 
on an 11-year sentence for manslaughter, 
told The Oklahoman. "This also gives 
me hope."

Elliott's work in the prison green-
house is part of a horticultural class he 
is taking through Tulsa Community Col-
lege, which offers several courses and an 
associate degree program at the prison.

"I would like to work in landscap-
ing when I get out, maybe a small lawn 
mowing service," said Elliott, who began 
taking classes last August. "I can't change 
the past, but I can change the future."

Janet Dowling, the warden at Dick 
Conner, said she can tell an inmate like 
Elliott is taking college classes even 
without looking at the enrollment list.

"You can just tell the guys who are 
envisioning a new life for themselves, 
the ones that seem to have a plan and 
have hope," Dowling said. "You don't al-
ways see that here."

She said enrollment in college or 
an education program improves inmate 
behavior and offers a productive use of 
time.

Criminal justice reform advocates 
point to education as one of the most 
effective ways of combating recidivism 
and decreasing incarceration rates, of 
which Oklahoma leads the nation.

"We know this works," said Jeff Hor-
vath, the corrections education coordina-
tor at Tulsa Community College.

Inmates who take education classes 
have a 43% lower likelihood of reincar-
ceration, along with a 13% higher chance 
of getting a job, according to a report by 
the RAND Corporation.

Less than 5% students in the Tulsa 
Community College program return to 

prison, according to data from the col-
lege.

An Oklahoma inmate can also have 
their sentence reduced for earning col-
lege credits. Completing an associate de-
gree can reduce a sentence by about one 
year.

But in a state where prisons are over 
capacity and one out of every 10 children 
has been separated from an incarcerated 
parent, only three Oklahoma prisons of-
fer college courses.

Just a few colleges work in Oklaho-
ma prisons because of a ban on inmates 
accessing Pell Grants, which are federal 
funds that low-income students can use 
for college tuition.

Pell Grants were once offered to 
inmates, but a 1994 federal crime bill 
banned the use, ending a nearly 30-year 
program that had fueled hundreds of col-
lege programs in prisons across the na-
tion.

"The federal ban on Pell Grants for 
incarcerated people is a relic of the infa-
mously punitive 1994 crime bill and has 
no place in an America that overwhelm-
ingly supports common-sense criminal 
justice reform," said Nick Turner, pres-
ident and director of the Vera Institute.

Tulsa Community College began of-
fering college courses at Dick Conner in 
2007, but the funding was completely 
dependent on private donations.

Unless inmates could personally pay 
for tuition — which was unlikely for 
most — the only option was to take ad-
vantage of the limited number of schol-
arships offered through TCC.

"We had pretty big wait lists because 
we couldn't offer that many seats due to 
our reliance on donations," Horvath said.

But in 2016, the U.S. Department of 
Education launched the Second Chance 
Pell Grant pilot program, which of-
fered the federal funds for some inmates 
through 65 colleges and universities, 
including three in Oklahoma — TCC, 
Connors State College and Langston 
University.

The pilot program made Pell Grants 
available to more than 12,000 inmates 
nationwide and enrollment in TCC's pro-
gram grew significantly.

Since 1997, Connors State has of-
fered classes at Jess Dunn Correctional 

Center and the Eddie Warrior Correc-
tional Center for women.

When Pell Grants were made avail-
able, Connors State increased its course 
offering at each facility from four to 16.

Langston University began offering 
courses at Dick Conner Correctional 
Center in 2017 and saw its enrollment 
grow from seven to 62 within a year be-
cause of the Pell Grants pilot program.

This year's enrollment surpassed 100.
"If that funding is pulled, only self-

paid inmates would be served," said Lisa 
Weis, associate vice president for aca-
demic affairs at Langston University's 
Tulsa campus.

Inmates nationwide have received 
about $13.4 million in Pell Grant funds 
this year, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

While the pilot Pell Grant program is 
only guaranteed through next year, there 
has been growing bipartisan support for 
making it permanent.

"Making Pell Grants available to 
(inmates) in the right circumstances is a 
good idea," U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander, 
R-Tennessee, the chairman of the Health, 
Education, Labor and Pensions Commit-
tee, said in a statement last year.

A study released earlier this year bol-
stered the case for lifting the Pell Grants 
ban for inmates.

While 64% of state and federal in-
mates have a high school diploma, just 
9% are able to complete a post-secondary 
program while in prison and just 2% get 
an associate degree, according to a report 
by Georgetown Law School's Center on 
Poverty and Inequality.

If 50% of Pell Grant-eligible inmates 
had access to the federal funds it would 
increase the post-release employment 
rate by 2.1%, according to the report.

The report also estimates that states 
would save nearly $366 million on pris-
on costs if the ban were lifted, largely 
due to improved recidivism rates.

While allowing eligible inmates to 
access Pell Grants would be a significant 
boost for college prison programs across 
the country, local states play a role not 
only in helping education programs suc-
ceed, but ensuring inmates can utilize 

Hundreds of Oklahoma inmates 
using federal funds for college

 See Funding  Page 28
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Oklahoma
Supreme Court 
declines to take 
liquor lawsuit

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The Oklahoma Supreme 
Court says a lower court should first consider a case brought by 
a group of liquor wholesalers who are challenging a change in 
the state's alcohol laws.

The court rejected the request Monday to immediately take 
the lawsuit and issue an injunction blocking the law signed last 
month by Gov. Kevin Stitt. The court sent the case to Oklahoma 
County District Court.

The law requires top brands of wine and spirits to be sold 
to all Oklahoma alcohol wholesalers. Currently, manufacturers 
can designate a single wholesaler to distribute their products.

The group contends the law unconstitutionally changes the 
amendment passed by voters in 2016 that also allows the sale 
of strong beer in grocery and convenience stores and the sale of 
cold, strong beer in liquor stores.
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By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A 

judge in Oklahoma signed off on the 
state's $85 million settlement with 
Israeli-owned Teva Pharmaceuticals 
on Monday following a squabble be-
tween the attorney general, Legisla-
ture and governor over how the deal 
was structured.

Cleveland County District Judge 
Thad Balkman signed the agreement 
calling for the funds to be used to 
help abate the state's opioid crisis.

Under the deal, Teva admits to no 
wrongdoing and agrees not promote 
opioids in Oklahoma. The company 
also agrees to help law enforcement 
investigate cases of opioid drug di-
version or other criminal activity.

"The resources and terms of the 
agreement will help abate the ongo-
ing crisis the state is facing, help pre-
vent doctors and Oklahomans from 
being misled by marketing materials 
and provides law enforcement with 
another investigative tool to help us 
shut down pill mills and illicit enter-

prises," Oklahoma Attorney General 
Mike Hunter said in a statement.

A Teva spokeswoman didn't im-
mediately respond to a request for 
comment on the settlement's approv-
al.

Under the deal, outside attorneys 
hired by the state will receive nearly 
$13 million of the settlement money. 
The rest of the funds will be placed 
into a special account in the state 
treasury.

Balkman said the deal also does 
not release Teva from any separate 
claims that might be brought by indi-
vidual cities or counties. At least nine 
Oklahoma cities have separately filed 
claims against similar drug manufac-
turers, including Teva.

Gov. Kevin Stitt and legisla-
tive leaders had sought to intervene 
in the case, arguing the deal didn't 
comply with a new state law direct-
ing any settlement proceeds into the 
state treasury. The law was passed 
last month after lawmakers openly 
grumbled about how Attorney Gener-

al Mike Hunter structured the state's 
$270 million settlement with Purdue 
Pharmaceuticals. That deal called 
for nearly $200 million to go toward 
establishing a National Center for 
Addiction Studies and Treatment at 
Oklahoma State University in Tulsa, 
while $12.5 million was earmarked 
for local governments.

Oklahoma's public nuisance law-
suit against consumer products giant 
Johnson & Johnson is continuing in 
Cleveland County. The state's wit-
ness, Jessica Hawkins, an administra-
tor with the Oklahoma Department of 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services, continued testifying Mon-
day about a proposed $17.5 billion 
plan to abate the opioid crisis in the 
state over the next 30 years.

Oklahoma judge signs state’s 
$85M settlement with drugmaker

4-seat plane 
lands on its 
belly at
Wichita airport

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — Authorities 
say no one was hurt when a pilot landed 
a four-seat plane on its belly at a Wichita 
airport.

The Wichita Eagle reports that emer-
gency crews were called around 10:15 
a.m. Tuesday after the 1966 Mooney 
M20C landed wheels up at Jabara Air-
port.

The Kansas Highway Patrol said 
the pilot had been doing "touch and go" 
landings — a maneuver in which pilots 
land on a runway and take off again 
without coming to a full stop. The patrol 
says that after the first landing, the pilot 
forgot to retract his landing gear. When 
the pilot attempted a second landing, he 
thought he was extending the landing 
gear but was actually retracting it.

The rough landing closed the run-
way, which will have to undergo an in-
spection.

Kansas man sentenced 
to nearly 49 years in 
toddler's death

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — A Kansas man has been ordered to spend nearly 49 years 
in prison in the fatal beating of his girlfriend's toddler who died several months after 
state welfare officials received reports that he was being abused.

KSNW-TV reports that 26-year-old Lucas Diel of Wichita was sentenced Tuesday 
for second-degree murder in the May 2018 death of 2-year-old Anthony Bunn. He 
died two days after he was found unresponsive in his Wichita home.

Anthony's grandfather, Zak Woolheater, described Diel as a "monster" and re-
called the horror of sitting next to the dying toddler's hospital bed.

Woolheater's attorney said in a court document filed last year that the state was 
aware of a previous abuse report involving Anthony and didn't follow procedures.

The boy's mother, Elizabeth Woolheater, also has been charged with murder.

SUMMER SAFETY
Look Out...The Kids Are Out!
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their education upon release.
Many state-issued occupational li-

censes are not available to a person 
with a felony conviction, a barrier to 
employment that some lawmakers be-
lieve sets up released inmates for fail-
ure.

"We know that the main barrier for 
people who have been incarcerated is 
not being able to find a job," said state 
Rep. Cyndi Munson, D-Oklahoma 
City, the author of a bill that would al-
low those with felony convictions to 
obtain an occupational license if the 
conviction doesn't directly relate to the 
occupation they seek to enter.

Despite public support from the 
state's Republican governor, the bill 
stalled in the Senate this year.

With several different types of pre-
scription drugs in his system, Cody 
Zimmer lost control of his car, crossed 
the grassy median of a Tulsa highway 
and struck an oncoming vehicle, killing 
the driver who left behind a wife and 
young daughter.

The August morning accident in 
2010 resulted in a manslaughter con-
viction for Zimmer, who is now half-
way through a 10-year sentence at Dick 
Connor prison.

"I kept thinking about how it was 
possible to turn this experience into 
something that can help others," Zim-
mer said.

Early in his incarceration, Zimmer 
took a few landscaping courses from 
Tulsa Community College.

But when Pell Grants became avail-
able, Zimmer quickly enrolled in an 
associate degree program in applied 
sciences.

With one degree already complete, 
Zimmer is working on another with 

hopes to transfer to a counseling de-
gree program after his release. His goal 
is to help those dealing with substance 
abuse.

"That's a really hard thing to come 
back from, and I feel like there are 
things we can do to help (keep) others 
from making the same mistakes," said 
Zimmer, reflecting on the drug-induced 
crash that landed him in prison. "I want 
to help people from having to live with 
the same type of guilt for the rest of 
their life."

Horvath said Zimmer is an example 
of how education can help an inmate 
find purpose.

"Education unlocks doors and gives 
meaning," Horvath said. "Being able to 
take a tough situation and turn it into 
a positive is just one reason this is so 
important."

John Kahre, who spent three de-
cades teaching at TCC's main campus 
before working at Dick Conner, said 
the personal drive of students like Zim-
mer is one reason he prefers teaching 
in a prison.

"Here, every class is full with a 
waiting list. These guys really want to 
give it their all," he said.

Kahre said he has never had a prob-
lem with student behavior inside the 
prison.

As the director of the horticulture 
program, Kahre also said he enjoys in-
troducing inmates to a career field that 
is attainable after release.

"That industry is fairly felon-friend-
ly and they can get a certification that 
can really help," he said.

Horvath said it's no easy feat to find 
teachers for a prison.

"We still have to have credentialed 
professors at the prison, plus it's an 

hour from Tulsa, so that presents a 
challenge," he said.

The coursework at Dick Conner is 
just as rigorous as classes on the main 
campus. But the effort from students 
in prison can sometimes exceed that of 
students in Tulsa, "because they might 
have more on the line," Horvath said.

Philip Gentry has dreams of start-
ing his own security company and is 
working through the associate degree 
program at Dick Conner.

"Being a felon, you are not really 
job applicable. But I saw this as an op-
portunity to make my situation better 
when I get out," he said.

"It's been challenging because I'm 
not the most academically gifted stu-
dent. There are some things I pick up, 
but other things like Spanish that has 
been a challenge. Math is also a chal-
lenge."

But Gentry is on track to meet his 
goal of a 3.0 grade point average and is 
set for release in January.

"It really depends on whether you 
are willing to work at it," he said.

Brad Goodson is in TCC's associate 
degree program and is hopeful he can 
land a job in landscaping when he is 
released.

"My motivation is to get out of here 
and stay out of trouble and make up for 
lost time," he said. "This program gives 
you a skill and a trade, it allows you to 
make money, and that is the key to not 
coming back here."

Goodson said the idea of being re-
leased would be daunting if he weren't 
currently in school.

"If you are going into a job inter-
view you are always going to be wor-
ried that you have a felony," Goodson 
said. "But now I go into an interview 
and say, 'Yeah, I was in prison, but 
look at what I did while I was in there.' 
I think that might be an advantage for 
me."

Elliott, who is taking a horticulture 
class, said he also has more confidence 
about his future because he plans to 
leave prison with a degree.

"I think about (life after prison) all 
the time. That's what keeps me going," 
Elliott said. "You've got to think posi-
tive and think about the future, but you 
can't think positively about the future if 
you don't have plans."

From Page 22 Funding
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Channel Five storm spotters were in Burlington Saturday evening and cap-
tured this footage of a wheat field fire at Garvie Farms started by lightning and 
stopped by many volunteers. 

This is a view of a wheat field fire in the Garvie Farms field that was caused by 
bolts of lightning Saturday evening. 

By Yvonne Miller 
It’s hard to imagine writing about a 

wheat field fire when record amounts 
of rain have fallen in the Burlington 
area leading to and during the 2019 
wheat harvest. However, Mother 
Nature brought a wicked thunderstorm 
to Burlington early Saturday evening 
– enough bad weather that KOCO TV 
Channel 5 from Oklahoma City had 
storm chasers in the area. One wicked 
thunderbolt of lightning and the storm 
chasers had a wheat field fire to video 
right in front of them.

A harvest crew was cutting for the 
Garvie family (Charles, Brent and 
Vanessa) in a field just east of Burlington 
along the north side of the highway, 
known as the Meredith Allenbach 
homeplace. The cutter was Mike Strunk 
of Silver Lake, Kansas, who has cut for 
the Garvie family over 20 years.

Burlington wheat field fire damage 
lessened thanks to good neighbors 
and volunteer firefighters

Vanessa described what happened, 
“We were cutting and the lightning and 
thunder was just crazy. Our cutter called 
and said lightning just struck and he was 
getting the combines out of the field.” 
Another strike boomed down in their field 
across the road and fires were crackling 
through the dry wheat. Neighbors 
Jessy Ferrell and Terry Morgan came 
instantly with their tractors and discs to 
help as did the harvest crew with their 
combines. The Burlington and the A&B 
fire departments also helped extinguish 
the flames. 

They stopped the fire from spreading 

beyond burning only about 10 acres 
of wheat, Vanessa said thankfully. 
Undoubtedly, Channel 5 got their story.

A humorous side note came from 
Josh Bellamy who now lives in the 
former Garvie house on the property by 
the field that caught fire. He wrote on 
Facebook that he had his headphones in 
and was down varnishing the hardwood 
floors. He was certainly surprised to 
look up and see a firetruck coming down 
his driveway. 

“Friends and neighbors coming to 
the rescue again, further proof we live 
in the best place to be,” Bellamy wrote. 
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Tuesday, June 18, 2019
During this day there were 10 traffic 
stops.
2:58 p.m. – Barber County advised of 
a reckless driver in their county. The 
deputy stopped the semi truck to check 
on the driver and the semi driver took 
off. Vehicle was unable to be located. 
Woods County was notified.
7:46 p.m. – Caller advised of a red and 
black Peterbuilt with grain trailer that 
was speeding on State Highway 8B.

Wednesday, June 19, 2019
During this day there were three 
traffic stops.
9:35 a.m. – Medic was needed for a 
male with shortness of breath and 
possible brain cancer. Medic took 
patient to Share Medical Center in 
Alva. 
3:52 p.m. – Caller advised of a snake 
out in front of their apartment.

Thursday, June 20, 2019
During this day there were four traffic 
stops.
9:37 a.m. – Helena officer advised 
a gray car that was swerving on 
the highway, headed north towards 
Helena. Officer with vehicle. Advised 
it had a headlight that was broken.
10:52 a.m. – Caller advised he worked 
for a location in Oklahoma City and 
a vehicle was stolen the night before 
and the current GPS showed the 
vehicle in Alfalfa County.
1:50 p.m. – Medic needed for a person 
with blood pressure problems. No 
transport needed.
3:36 p.m. – Caller advised her 

13-year-old son was walking and out 
on 4th Street and Kansas when a dog 
attacked him. Advised the dog tore 
the boy’s pants. Deputy had the dog 
and found the owner. 
9:03 p.m. – Alarm company advised 
of a medical alarm going off on 4th 
Street. Person accidentally pushed the 
button. Everything was okay.
9:31 p.m. – Report of a reckless 
driver. Deputy was unable to locate.
11:02 p.m. – Caller wanted an officer 
to come to his property because his 
garage had been broken into and items 
were missing. No report was taken.

Friday, June 21, 2019
During this day there were 11 traffic 
stops and one civil paper served.
10:18 a.m. – Report of a snake at the 
apartment. 
2:17 p.m. – Welfare check needed 
in the 600 block of Main. Officer 
advised all was okay.
5:32 p.m. – Caller advised a female 
had fallen and couldn’t get up. Medic 
did a lift assist but no transport 
needed.
6:12 p.m. – Caller advised a person 
had passed out at the Carmen Jiffy 
Trip. No transport needed.
10:28 p.m. – Report of a combine on 
fire south of State Highway 11. 
10:43 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female who was unresponsive. Medic 
took patient to St. Mary’s Hospital.
11:16 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 
with diabetes with overexposure to the 
sun and fainted. Medic took patient to 
Bass Hospital in Enid.

Saturday, June 22, 2019
During this day there was one traffic 
stop.
1:48 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 
with leg and back cramps and can’t 
stand or walk. Medic took patient to 
Kiowa Hospital. 
4:27 p.m. – Medic needed for a female 
who is diabetic and unresponsive. 
Medic took patient to Bass Hospital 
in Enid. 
5:56 p.m. – Wheat fire on County 
Road 580 and LeFlore Road. 
7:49 p.m. – Medic needed for a first 
responder having trouble breathing.

Sunday, June 23, 2019
During this day there were three 
traffic stops.
12:35 a.m. – Alarm company advised 
of a residential alarm going off. 
Officer advised everything appeared 
to be okay.
1:05 a.m. – Report of a suspicious 
person at Massachusetts and 5th 
Street. Officer advised the juveniles 
of the curfew. All was okay.
3:54 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 
who had fallen and couldn’t get up. 
No transport needed.
6:41 a.m. – Medic needed for a female 
having a hard time breathing. She 
advised she did have heart issues. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

Monday, June 24, 2019
8:53 a.m. – Report of a maroon Ford 
truck speeding on U.S. Highway 64 
eastbound. Deputy advised the vehicle 
wasn’t speeding when he found it.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

For Sale
Border Collie puppies born 
April 11. $400. 580-596-2780

Missing
3 650 pound Black Bulls 
between Capron and 
Burlington. P Brand on L hip. 
580-859-3156

Business Services
Tires-Tires-Tires

Drive with confidence on 
Hercules Tires. Free road 
hazard protection that offers 
Free Replacement for any 
Hercules brand passenger and 
light truck tire for two years or 
the first 50% tread of life. Call 
us today to improve your ride. 
Garnett’s Conoco. 580-327-
2691

Local & Affordable
Luxury Walk-In Showers 
and Senior Walk-In Tubs. 
“Bathe Safe & Feel Safe!” 
Free estimates. 620-213-2612. 
www.freebathquote.com

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

New Line
of Speed Queen Classic 
Washer and Dryer has arrived 
at J & J Appliance, 409 Barnes, 
Alva, OK. 580-327-1104. 
Washer features turnover 
driven wash action that you 
remember from decades past 
with deep fill option and no lid 
lock. Built to last 25 years

Replacement Windows
Many styles to fit your home 
& Budget Perfectly. 620-213-
2612

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

Employment
Help Wanted

Line Cooks & Dishwashers. 
Experience preferred. Salary 
based on experience. Apply in 
person at 1705 College Blvd, 
The Other Place

Help Wanted
PT, flexible hours. Computer 
Skills necessary. Wharton 
Funeral Chapel. 1302 Okla 
Blvd. 580-327-1234

Help Wanted
Competitive Salary. Health 
Insurance. Contact 580-626-
4420 or email resume to 
billing@devinewater.com
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Plane Plastics
is an employee owned 
company (ESOP). Now 
accepting applications for 
a FT Customer Service 
Representative and a 
Production Worker. Working 
hours 6am-3pm, 8am-5pm, 
M-F. Starting pay $12/hour. 
Benefits: Health Insurance, 
401K, ESOP, 8 paid holidays, 
paid Long Term Disability, 
Basic Term Life and AD & D 
Insurances and much more. 
Fill out application at 3161 
College Blvd, Alva, South 
end of Airport

Help Wanted
Part-Time Station Help 
wanted after school & 
weekends with more hours 
over summer. Pick-Up 
application at Garnett Oil Co/
Conoco. 580-327-2691

Farm Supplies
For Sale

1995 2188 Case IH Combine. 
30 ft header, 5000 engine 
hours, 4000 separater hours, 
shedded, ready for harvest. 
580-829-3156

For Sale
24’ Kent Crustbuster with 
hydraulic cylinder - in good 
shape. Call 620-213-3081 if 
interested.

Garage Sales
Hugh Holmes Estate Sale

415 S Oak, Wakita, OK. June 
28-29. 8am-5pm. Cashe Only. 
Couches, recliners, table & 
chairs, quilts, bedroom suites, 
cedar chest, upright freezer, 
desks, golf clubs, china 
cabinets & much more

Garage Sale
221 Randolph, Cherokee. 
Cash Only. June 28-29. 8am-
5pm. Honda 185S 3-wheeler, 
MTD wood chipper, rock 
tumbler, camping gear tents, 
sleeping bags, cots, ice chest, 
water jugs, ovens, grills, cast 
iron skillets, tools, scrapbook 
items, baskets, iron patio table, 
portable fire pit, fishing poles 
& much more

Large Sale!
130 E Flynn, Alva. Sat 8am-
2pm

Inside Sale
120 Center St., Alva. Sat, 8am-
2pm

Miscellaneous
Fireworks

Shane Miller Family. Located 
at 1001 10th St., Cherokee, 
OK. Will be open Sat-Thurs.

Real Estate
Rentals Available

Pets allowed. 2bdrm, 1bth. 
619-534-2878-text for inquiry

For Rent
All Electric 3bdrm Mobile 
Home. 580-430-1003

For Sale
4 or 5bdrm home with fenced 
10 acres+. Remodeled upstairs, 
CH/A, rural water. Cherokee, 
OK. 918-225-8678

Thinking of Moving?
Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please leave 
message if unavailable
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ALVA STATE
BANK &

TRUST COMPANY

Specialists in
Agriculture Lending

We’ve Served You
100 Years!

VENDETTI
PLUMBING & DRAIN     
Call us today and let us take care of  
ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS!

 
    

580-871-2223
OK LIC# 071167

PROUDLY SERVING NORTHWEST
OKLAHOMA SINCE 2005

For Sale
120 Alfalfa round bales, good 
grinding hay. 580-829-2782. 
Burlington, OK

80 Acres
M/L Woods County Farm 
Ground, 5 E of Alva, 5 3/4 S 
on Dacoma blacktop, SE 1/2-
se 1/4 23-26-13, surface only, 
windmill on NE corner. For 
info contact Randy Stelling 
580-829-2601

Garage Sales
Washington ECC

Annual Garage Sale May 
25th, 8am-noon. Items may be 
dropped off starting May 17th 
at the north cafeteria door

Huge Consignment Sale
in big shed, 400 S Florida 
Avenue in Cherokee, OK. 
May 10 & 11, 8am-4pm. May 
12, 1-4pm. Lots of furniture, 
glassware, pottery, linens, 
pictures, cookware and much 
more. Come see the building is 
full. Sale by Jan’s Collectibles. 
580-829-3062
AAHEAD = Peddler’s Market
at Ruby’s in Nash, OK. Sat, 
May 11 8am-2pm. Mary Ann 
Oyler 580-819-2900

Lawn Care
Looking For

yards to mow and maintain. 
580-748-3548

Miscellaneous
40x76 Insulated

Metal Building. 700 sq’ 
apartment. 2000 sq’ open 
storage. AC in apartment, 
heat in all. Covered parking 
space. 1014 2nd St., Alva. 
For Sale or Rent. 580-829-
2601

Happy Birthday Brother
Jeff Scribner is so old today 
he can remember when the 
Dead Sea was just sick. Happy 
Birthday and don’t let the 
cons talk you into a spanking!

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm fully furnished. All 
bills paid. Rent by the day, 
week or month. 580-732-7181

House for Rent
2bdrm, 1 1/2 bth in Alva. 
Stove & Refrig included. No 
Smoking. No Pets. 580-541-
1067

For Rent
3bdrm 1bth House. 580-748-
1537

For Sale
4 or 5bdrm home with 
fenced 10 acres+. Remodeled 
upstairs, CH/A, rural water. 
Cherokee, OK. 918-225-8678

For Rent
2bdrm House. 580-327-7580
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According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following 
individuals have been charged. 
An individual is innocent 
of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law. All information is a 
matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper.

Divorce Filings
Matthew Gregory Flaming, 
Cherokee, vs. Kurstin Lynn 
Flaming, Cherokee: divorce 

($262.14).
Nicole Lee Turner, Cherokee, 
vs. Lucas Richard Turner, 
Tulsa: divorce ($262.14).

Traffic Filings
Perry Jay Kinney, Argonia, 
Kansas, has been cited for 
failure to stop at stop sign 
($249).
Jay Don Ryel, Amorita, has 
been cited for operating an  
ATV on roadway ($249).
Ronald Gene Smith, Enid, 
has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit 
($100).

Wildlife Filings
Davin Cole Tarkinton, Enid, 
has been cited for resident 
hunting without a license 
($264).

Alfalfa County court filings

that cutting in the Kiowa area just north of the Oklahoma border 
is 35 to 40 percent complete.

“The rain slowed everything down. But thankfully at this point 
we have no sprout damage. Everybody’s been fighting the mud,” 
Inslee said. He’s optimistic that the weather forecast is pretty 
much dry (except for a small chance Tuesday night) and combines 
can roll the next few days and get the 2019 wheat harvest in the 
bin for this area. 

Custom harvesters still cutting in Kiowa said they’ve received 
calls that wheat is ready to be cut in western Kansas and eastern 
Colorado. No rest for those crews. 

From Page 16 Harvest
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Community Calendar
Wednesday

9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
open for games and other activities. 
Exercise is scheduled each day at 11 
a.m. Transportation provided upon re-
quest.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
open for games and other activities. 
Exercise is scheduled each day at 11 
a.m. Transportation provided upon re-
quest.

Noon Alva Rotary Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 

meets every fourth Thursday of the 
month at The Homestead in Alva.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Thursday.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in 
Alva every Monday and Thursday.

8:15 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous 
will meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) 
in Alva.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

Real Estate Transfers
Book 846 page 1: Steven K. Siler and 
Pamela L. Siler, his wife, convey unto 
Steven K. Siler and Pamela L. Siler, 
husband and wife. West 100 feet of east 
250 feet of south half, Azbill’s addition 
to the City of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy quit claim 
deed.
Book 846 page 36: Kevin S. Holland and 
Jennifer L. Holland, husband and wife, 
convey unto Ethel Allen, as trustee of the 
Ethel Allen Trust. Lot 2 containing acres, 
also known as the and the southwest of 
the northeast quarter (SW/4, NE/4), also 
known as the W/2 NE/4, the northwest 
quarter of the southeast quarter (NE/4 
SW/4) and the northwest quarter of 
the southeast quarter (NW/4 SE/4) of 
section 4, township 27N, range 9, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.
Book 846 page 43: Brown & Guin, LLC 
vs. David Grant Wilber and Orla Beth 
Wilber as Trustees of the Wilber Family 
Revocable Trust. Northeast quarter of 
section 22, township 25 north, range 11 
WIM. Warranty deed.
Book 846 page 112: Myrtle Ellen Shaklee 
Revocable Trust conveys unto Pamala 
Johnson. Lots 3 and 4, also described 

as the west half of the southwest quarter 
of section 31, township25 north, range 
9, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.
Book 846 page 119: Myrtle Ellen 
Shaklee Revocable Trust conveys unto 
Alan C. Wright. Southeast quarter of 
section 21, township 25 north, range 9, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.
Book 846 page 131: Shaklee Farms, 
LLC and John M. Shaklee conveys 
unto Kenneth P. Jordan and Anita D. 
Jordan. The northeast quarter of section 
30, township 25 north, range 9, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.
Book 846 page 136: Myrtle Ellen 
Shaklee Revocable Trust conveys 
unto Kenneth P. Jordan and Anita 
D. Jordan. The southeast quarter of 
section 30, township 25 north, range 9, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.
Book 846 page 153: Don Campbell and 
Phyllis M. Campbell, husband and wife, 
conveys unto Northwestern Foundation, 
Inc. Lot 22 and 23, block 44, of the 
Original town, Helena, Oklahoma. Quit 
claim deed.
Book 846 page 156: Ronald Ray Shafer 
and Josie Lou Shafer, husband and 

wife, convey unto Ronald Ray Shafer 
and Josie Lou Shafer, Trustees or their 
successors in the interest of the Shafer 
Family Revocable Trust.
Book 846 page 160: Ron Howe, a single 
person, conveys unto Louis Kent Thomas 
and Jaci Lyn Thomas. The northwest 
quarter of section 12, township 23 
north, range 12 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 846 page 46: David Grant Wilber 
and Orla Beth Wilber as Trustees of 
the Wilber Family Revocable Trust. 
Northeast quarter of section 22, 
township 25 north, range 11 WIM. Note: 
$125,000.00. 
Book 846 page 82: Matthew William 
Roberts, a single person, and Elisa Jean 
Diel, a single person, to ACB Bank. A 
tract of land located in the southeast 
quarter of section 21; township 27 
north range 11 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $160,000.00.
Book 846 page 138: Kenneth P. Jordan 
and Anita D. Jordan, husband and wife, 
to ACB Bank. The southeast quarter of 
section 30, township 25 north, range 9, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma and the 
northeast quarter of section 30, township 
25 north, range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $424,779.10.
Book 846 page 162: Louis Kent Thomas 
and Jaci Lyn Thomas, husband and 
wife, to Fairview Savings and Loan 
Association. The northwest quarter of 
section 12, township 23 north, range 12 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$194,000.00.

Alfalfa County real estate transactions
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June 17, 2019
Medicine Lodge Police Department 
(MLPD) responded to a dog complaint on 
Drumm Street.
MLPD responded to a dog complaint on 
north Oak Street.
MLPD responded to an EMS call on north 
Cedar Street.
MLPD responded to a dog complaint.
MLPD responded to a reckless driving 
complaint on Robie Street.
MLPD investigated a report of theft on 
Curry Lane.
MLPD investigated a reckless driving 
complaint on north Guffey Street.
MLPD investigated a complaint of child in 
need of care.
MLPD investigated a report of harassment 
at Casey’s
MLPD responded to an EMS call on north 
Oak Street.
Barber County Sheriff Office (BASO) 
investigated a report of suspicious activity 
in Hardtner.

June 18, 2019 
MLPD and BASO responded to a domestic 
disturbance on north Main Street.
BASO performed a VIN inspection.
MLPD responded to a dog complaint on 
north Walnut Street.
BASO and Kiowa Police Department 
(KWPD) responded to a report of a 
reckless driver on Kansas State Highway 
2.
MLPD and BASO responded to a request 
for an officer on Iliff Street.
MLPD responded to a dog complaint on 
Walnut Street.
BASO investigated a burglary on north 
Oak Street.
BASO responded to a theft report of a 
reckless driver in Sharon.
BASO performed a VIN inspection.
MLPD performed a welfare check on 
north Oak Street.

June 19, 2019
MLPD responded to a dog complaint on 
east 1st Avenue.
BASO performed a VIN inspection.
MLPD and BASO performed a welfare 
check on Curry Lane.
KWPD assisted a motorist on Kansas State 
Highway 2.
MLPD responded to a report of suspicious 
person on Freemont Street.
MLPD responded to a dog complaint on 
Elm Street. 
KWPD responded to a dog complaint.
BASO investigated a report of a runaway 
juvenile in Hardtner.

June 20, 2019
MLPD responded to a report of harassment 
on Goodview Street.
KWPD responded to a citizen’s assist on 
north Oak Street.
MLPD responded to a request for an 
officer.
MLPD responded to a report of harassment 
on Goodview Street.
KWPD investigated an incident at the 
Kiowa Manor.

June 21, 2019
MLPD and BASO investigated a report of 
suspicious activity on west 2nd Street.
MLPD and BASO assisted a funeral escort.
MLPD responded to a citizen’s assist on 
north Oak Street.
MLPD investigated a report of criminal 
threat on west Kansas Avenue.
BASO investigated a report of a runaway 
juvenile in Hardtner.
KWPD performed a welfare check on 
Main Street.
KWPD assisted a motorist on Miller Street.
MLPD responded to a citizen’s complaint 
on Oak Street. 
BASO responded to cattle out on U.S. 
Highway 281.

June 22, 2019
BASO responded to a request for traffic 
control in Kiowa.
MLPD responded to a custody dispute on 
Goodview Street.
MLPD responded to animal call on Oak 
Street.
MLPD performed a welfare check on 
Market Street.
MLPD investigated a report of harassment 
at Casey’s.
BASO responded to a report of cattle out 
on U.S. Highway 281.
KWPD responded to an EMS call at the 
Kiowa Manor.
MLPD and BASO responded to a domestic 
disturbance on Goodview Street.
KWPD and BASO responded to a 
commercial alarm on south 6th Street.
MLPD and BASO investigated a report of 
harassment on Goodview Street.
KWPD investigated a suspicious person.

June 23, 2019
MLPD and BASO investigated a report of 
damage to property on Williams Street.
BASO assisted Kiowa Rural Fire 
Department on a tank battery fire.
BASO responded to a civil dispute on 
south Oak Street.
BASO took a report of theft on Rodeo 
Drive.
BASO responded to a report of cattle out 

on Curry Lane.
KWPD investigated a juvenile complaint 
on Kansas State Highway 2.
MLPD investigated a report of harassment 
on east Kansas Avenue.
KWPD investigated a suspicious person 
on north 14th Street.
MLPD responded to a report of reckless 
driving on north Walnut Street.
BASO performed 18 traffic stops.

DISPATCH NEWS FIRE/EMS
June 17, 2019

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 
on north Cedar Street.
Medicine Lodge EMS transferred a patient 
to Kansas Heart Hospital.
Kiowa EMS transferred a patient to St. 
Francis Hospital.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 
on north Oak Street.

June 18, 2019
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 
on north Main Street.
Kiowa EMS responded to a call on Holmes 
Street.

June 19, 2019
Medicine Lodge EMS transferred a patient 
form St. Francis Hospital.

June 20, 2019
Kiowa EMS responded to a call at the 
Kiowa Manor.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 
on south Oak Street.
Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 
Chieftain Road.
Elwood Fire Department responded to a 
grass fire on U.S. Highway 281.

June 22, 2019
Kiowa EMS responded to a call at the 
Kiowa Manor.
Kiowa EMS transferred a patient to Pratt 
Regional Medical Center.
Medicine Lodge EMS transferred a patient 
Wesley ER.

June 23, 2019
Kiowa Rural Fire Department responded 
to a call on U.S. Highway 281.
Kiowa EMS responded to a call at the 
Kiowa Manor.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a call 
on Walnut.

ARRESTS
June 18, 2019

Jason D. Jackson, Medicine Lodge, 35, 
W/M. Charges: aggravated battery.
David Dee Countryman, Hardtner, 35, 
W/M. Charges: probation violation.

June 19, 2019
Elizabeth Kailinn Milford, Pratt, 23, W/F. 
Charges: probation violation.

Barber County Sheriff’s Office log
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Newsgram • 620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK

Coverage That Counts!
Every home, every week in three counties

Are you depending
on the hit or miss of
social media?

Make your advertising
count with our
superior coverage!
Call Stacy or Bill at
580-327-2200.
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