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Aline Cleo Elementary Character 
Students of the Month for showing 
the most responsibility are (from left, 
back row) Jake  Irwin, Kaylee Spring-
er, Amy Wallace and Evie Gould; 
(front row) Hudson Brewer, Charlie 
Rauch, Baylee Zimbelman and Addi-
son Springer.

East Flynn Street in Alva is blocked to through traffic as work begins to repair 
the E. Flynn and Meno Street intersection. The area washed out during spring 
rains and received a temporary fix. Woods County is providing some of the 
heavy equipment needed by the Alva Street Department to replace the culvert. 
Photo by Marione Martin
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By Marione Martin
Many rural areas of the U.S. are 

experiencing a healthcare crisis. Meeting 
even the most basic 
healthcare needs 
means a long drive 
in many sparsely 
populated areas of 
this country.

In Oklahoma, 
we hear news of 
communities losing 
their hospitals, and 
more rural hospitals 
are at risk of closing. 

I attend monthly 
meetings of the Alva Hospital Authority. 
That group is struggling to keep costs low 
while providing the best healthcare they 
can with a very tight budget. Reports of a 
positive, as opposed to a negative, bottom 
line are rare these days. Every month, the 
board and staff look at ways to improve 
collections on accounts receivable. A 
number of services are written off each 
month as charity cases.

One hope on the horizon is the push 
to get Medicaid expansion on the state 
ballot. I’m told the expansion of Medicaid 
would be a big help to rural hospitals in 
Oklahoma, including the one in Alva. I’m 
no expert on this issue, but this article does 
a good job of explaining what’s at stake:

There are no good reasons not to 
expand Medicaid

By Carly Putnam, OK Policy 
Institute

It’s been over seven years since states 
first began expanding Medicaid to cover 
low-income working-age adults. To 
date, 37 states (including the District of 
Columbia) have opted to expand coverage, 
and not a single state having done so 
has since reversed course.  Oklahoma, 
however, remains one of 14 holdout 
states, even as the state’s uninsured rate 
has climbed to second-highest in the 
nation. An initiative petition effort now 
underway, State Question 802, would 
give Oklahomans the chance to decide on 
Medicaid expansion in 2020.

Expanding Medicaid substantially 
reduces the number of uninsured, and 
many benefits follow. States that have 
expanded Medicaid have seen much larger 
reductions in their uninsured rates than 

hold-out states. By 2017, the uninsured 
rate for working-age adults in expansion 
states had fallen to 9.1 percent, less than 
half the rate (19.0) in non-expansion states, 
with the gap growing wider over time.  
Along with lowering the uninsured rate, 
there is also extensive research showing 
the wide-ranging health and economic 
benefits of expansion.  “Most research 
demonstrates that Medicaid expansion 
has improved access to care, utilization 
of services, the affordability of care, and 
financial security among the low-income 
population,” according to the Kaiser 
Family Foundation. Medicaid expansion 
promises to provide greater access to 
treatment and care for those struggling 
with mental illness, opioid addiction and 
cancer.

Still, despite these wide-ranging 
benefits, there are some who still have 
questions and concerns about expansion. 
Here we answer some of the frequent 
questions and major concerns.
Will the federal government uphold its 

funding commitment?
For the population that is newly 

eligible for Medicaid under the Affordable 
Care Act, the federal government initially 
covered 100 percent of the cost; as of 
2020, by law, the federal share will be 90 
percent in perpetuity. This is a much higher 
federal match rate than for the traditional 
Medicaid population, for whom the federal 
share varies but is typically between 60 
and 70 percent in Oklahoma.

Some worry that the federal government 
will renege on its commitment, leaving 
Oklahoma on the hook for a greater 
share of the cost. In reality, Medicaid is 
a longstanding state-federal partnership, 
and in the program’s more than 50-year 
history, the federal government has not 
once reneged on its funding obligation. It’s 
revealing that during efforts to overturn the 
Affordable Care Act in 2017, neither the 
Trump administration nor Congress called 
the Medicaid match rate into question.

However, there’s an easy fix if 
lawmakers are still concerned that the 
feds may someday stop paying their 
share. Arizona and Nevada have built in 
a “circuit breaker” to roll back expanded 
coverage if the federal match ever drops 
below 90 percent. Oklahoma could easily 
do the same.

Will the cost to the state be too high?
Even if the state is responsible for 

just one-tenth of the cost of Medicaid 
expansion, will that still be unaffordable?

Numerous studies have found that 
expanding Medicaid is producing net 
savings for states. This is primarily 
because states can move adults who are 
in existing state-funded health programs 
into expansion coverage and reduce 
their spending on uncompensated care 
as uninsured people gain coverage. 
Reviewing the research, Mark Hall of the 
Brookings Institute notes:

Accordingly, several credible and 
expert evaluations (including one in the 
New England Journal of Medicine) show 
that states such as Arkansas, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Montana, 
New Mexico, Ohio, and West Virginia 
(among others) have actually reduced, 
not increased, state spending as a result of 
expansion.

In Oklahoma, a 2012 report by the 
Leavitt group projected state savings in 
excess of $400 million over 10 years, 
due primarily to capturing federal dollars 
to cover those without insurance whose 
services are currently funded entirely with 
state dollars by the Department of Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Services or 
other state agencies.

A 2018 study estimated that Medicaid 
expansion would require about $110 
million in additional state spending 
per year, while injecting $1.1 billion 
of federal funds into the Oklahoma 
economy annually. There are various 
options for generating the requisite state 
match, including by assessing a provider 
fee on hospitals, who would be a major 
beneficiary of Medicaid expansion.

Will too many people enroll?
States that have expanded Medicaid 

have not seen surges in enrollment that 
exceed projections. A peer-reviewed paper 
that examined the effect of expansion in 
its first two years found that, “States’ 
advance budget projections were also 
reasonably accurate in the aggregate, 
with no significant differences between 
the projected levels of federal, state, 
and Medicaid spending and the actual 
expenses as measured at the end of the 

Medicaid expansion is 
needed now in Oklahoma

 See Medicaid  Page 35
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structure across the district, and assess 
the number of software programs 
currently being used in the district.

The transportation committee, 
chaired by Steve Ellis, transportation 
director, will work this winter to plan for 
transportation safety issues and a five 
year transportation rotation renewal plan 
for district vehicles.

Denton said part of the plan is 
communication with the school board by 
reports like this one during the monthly 
meetings. Principals are also holding 
forums on rotation each month to detail 
the action steps, and the superintendent 
has discussed the strategic plan steps on 
his radio show.

Another action step is to provide 
monthly updates on expenditures related 
to the strategic plan areas and objectives, 
said Decker. 

The next action step is to develop an 
annual budget aligned to the strategic 
plan goal, the area objectives that include 
resources needed. “It will be important 
in an online academy or maybe an after 
school program which are going to be 
investigated in the coming months, how 
these action steps could be funded; and 
also if we continue to see a decrease in 
our estimation of needs it’s going to be 
important to look at alternate funding 
like grants or other methods to fund 
these programs,” said Denton.

Decker said one item in the plan was 
delayed, a full assessment of all physical 
plant buildings across the district. 
That had to wait a little while for the 
Oklahoma State Board of Education to 
get the assessment tool completed. It is 
currently being used to evaluate all the 
buildings. 

“The building assessment tool is a 
standard tool used statewide so it’s going 
to allow the district, I think, to compare 
apples to apples; to make sure decisions 
that are based on what’s good for a four-
year-old might not be best for a 15-year-
old,” she said.

Superintendent Tim Argo asked the 
women to describe how they see the 
strategic plan process and what they 
hope to see in the future.

“I thought it was really interesting to 

Dr. Kay Decker (left) and Gena Denton update the Alva School Board Monday 
on implementation of the strategic plan. Photo by Marione Martin

Planning for resources to meet 
the Alva school district needs
By Marione Martin

During the Alva Board of Education 
meeting Monday, Dr. Kay Decker 
and Gena Denton gave an update on 
the Resources Committee area of the 
strategic plan.

Denton said major areas 
implemented in the last quarter include 
prioritizing facility improvement 
projects, establishing transportation and 
technology committees and setting up a 
communication plan by administrators 
to inform the community and the school 
board.

Decker added more detail. The 
facilities committee project areas 

identified include the art room, the 
locker room and public restrooms at 
the high school, the track and field area 
at the high school, the ventilation and 
cooling systems in the high school gym, 
parking in the north parking lot of the 
high school, improving drainage at the 
ag farm and making improvements to 
the softball field and the Crenshaw Field 
concession.

A technology committee, chaired by 
IT Director Kaitlyn Bouziden, has been 
established. Decker said the committee 
will be meeting this winter to review 
the district’s technology plan, perform 
an assessment of technology and the 

 See Alva  Page 40
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By Kathleen Lourde
At the Cherokee School Board's reg-

ular meeting Monday evening, the board 
discussed and adopted a new policy: one 
for medical marijuana.

Anderson did not just grab the first 
such policy she could find, she said.

“I really did wait until I found pol-
icy that we could probably live with 
the changes,” Anderson told the board. 
“And who knows what the legislative 
session will bring us, because we're just 
a year into medical marijuana.”

Anderson has been educating herself 
on the issues that affect the school now, 
regardless of what happens in the legis-
lative session. “For example, our CDL 
drivers can't have a card at all,” she said. 
“That might really cause a problem in 
the future for bus driving.” 

Anderson chose the policy before the 
board because, she said, “It really does 
treat it like a prescription controlled sub-
stance. And there really wasn't anything 
on here we couldn't live with.”

The school board approved the new 
medical marijuana policy (see sidebar 
for details of the policy).

What the Kids Are Up To
Elementary Principal Ruth Rich-

mond, in her report to the board, listed 
a number of upcoming events at the ele-
mentary school, and High School Princi-

Cherokee School Board
approves marijuana policy
Busy month ahead pal Jeremy Hickman did the same for the 

high school. Here's what the kids are up 
to in the coming month or so:

• Today: Elementary school book fair 
• Tomorrow: Grandparents' Night at 

the elementary
• Friday: Donuts with Dudes (for 

dads); also, One Act will compete in re-
gionals at Tonkawa

• This weekend: Cross country has a 
meet in Enid (regionals will also be in 
Enid).

• Oct. 14: Junior high football will 
have its last game. (High school football 
will be going on for some time yet.)

• Oct. 15: Parent/teacher confer-
ences. 

• Oct. 24: Fall Festival
• Oct. 25: School-wide vision screen-

ing
• Oct. 26: State speech and drama 

competition; also, state cross country 
competition

• Oct. 31: Spook Parade
Six Cherokee FCCLA officers are 

hoping to attend the National Fall Con-
ference in Dallas on Nov. 14-17. The 
conference offers learning opportuni-
ties and students will compete in skill 
demonstrations there. Students will be 
responsible for paying $75 for their por-
tion of the conference, and the FCCLA 
Activity Account will cover th eother 
$210 for each officer. The group will 
travel to Dallas in a school suburban.

Individual students were also singled 
out for recognition in the meeting. Tan-
ner Bowman is starting a local chapter 
of FCA, Hickman told the board. Super-
intendent Anderson chimed in with the 
student praises by pointing out that a 
former Cherokee student, Avery Bagen-
stos, is now appearing in a TV series 
produced by Hulu.com. The name of the 
show is “Into the Dark,” and Bagenstos 
appears in the episode titled “Uncanny 
Annie.” “

“So we have a Cherokee graduate 
who is Prime Time Hulu,” said Ander-
son, “And I'm very excited about it. 
What he's done is pretty neat.”

Numerous Fundraisers Approved
The board approved numerous fund-

raisers:
Cherokee Athletics: golf tournament 

Oct. 12 or 26 in Enid at Pheasant Run 
Golf Course. Projected revenue: $2500-
$3500.

FCCLA's Egg My Yard: students 
will “egg” yards with Easter eggs for 
participants. Projected revenue: $1,000.

Sophomore Class 50/50 Raffle: class 
keeps 50% of total collected and win-
ning ticket gets other half. Projected rev-
enue: $1,000.

Sophomore Class T-shirt sales: Pro-
jected revenue: $2,000.

Sophomore Class Raffle: sell chanc-
es on five night stay in Red River, NM.

Sophomore Class Raffle: sell chanc-
es on family photo session.

Sophomore Class Yard Decorating: 
decorate lawns with flamingos or anoth-
er fun decoration, remain in yard for 24 
hours and then person pays to move to 
new yard.

High School Basketball Banner and 
Scariest Ads Fundraiser. Projected reve-
nue: $4,000 to $5,000.

High School Basketball Discount 
Cards. Projected revenue: $1500-$1700.

Elementary & Junior High Cheer: 
Tattoo Sale

Elementary & Junior High Cheer: 
Bake Sale

Girls Basketball: Free Throw Shoot-

 See Cherokee Page 36
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Other Board Business
The school board declared the fol-

lowing to be surplus:
• 60 athletic lockers (in banks of 3)
• 15 shoulder pads
• 20 helmets
• 20 girdles
They also approved the consent 

agenda, consisting of the minutes of pre-
vious meetings; fund reports, including 
the general fund, building fund, activity 
fund, child nutrition fund, bond funds 
No. 31 and No. 32; and reports on those 
funds’ encumbrances and change orders. 
All members were present, as well as 
Superintendent Scott Cline, Elementary 
Principal Patricia Burrows, and Minutes 
Clerk Lori Adair.

• FCCLA and the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. From Oct. 14 to 
Oct. 17, boxes will be placed around 
the school to collect spare change. The 
money will be donated to organizations 
doing research or providing treatment 
for leukemia and lymphoma. Projected 
revenue: $200.

• Incentive. This group will hold 
plant sales in the spring, with projected 
revenue of $500.

• TSA Trip to State Conference. TSA 
members will raffle off wall art featuring 
the Waynoka logo at home basketball 
games. Tickets will be $5 apiece or $20n 
for five tickets. The fundraiser will run 
from December to February, and pro-
jected revenue is $500.

By Kathleen Lourde
In a remarkably brief early morn-

ing meeting this Monday, the Waynoka 
School Board approved five fundrais-
ers and designated a short list of sports 
equipment to be surplus.

The fundraisers approved Monday 
for the 2019-20 school year were:

• Second Grade Class’ Angel Tree 
Service Project. During December, the 
second grade class will choose two an-
gels from the local angel tree to purchase 
gifts for. Projected revenue: $100.

• Basketball Xtraman Fundraising. 
Discount cards will be sold that will 
provide discounts at participating mer-
chants. Projected revenue: $1,000 to 
$1,500.

Waynoka school board approves fundraisers 

allow the state to expand Medicaid to 
more Oklahomans. There are some 
very vocal people in our state who 
want us to take more Medicaid dollars 
from the federal government under the 
regulations of the Affordable Healthcare 
Act, otherwise known as Obamacare, 
and use those dollars for anyone who 
makes 138 percent above the federal 
poverty level. There are others, who 
want to see us adopt a solution that is 
unique to Oklahoma and doesn’t tie the 
state’s hands if the federal government 
should stop paying its share in the 
future, leaving the state to pay hundreds 
of millions of dollars in healthcare costs 
for those who might otherwise be able to 
work and afford private insurance.

Insurance, however, is only one part 
of the discussion. What we’ve learned 
in the healthcare working group is that 
behavior is the biggest issue in poor 
health outcomes. In talking to healthcare 
professionals across a wide spectrum, 
we learned that three behaviors: 
tobacco use, poor diet and a sedentary 
lifestyle lead to four major diseases: 
cardiovascular disease, diabetes, cancer 
and lung disease – and those contribute 
to 65 percent of the deaths across the 
state. We also learned that overall, 68 
percent of all health outcomes are due 
to personal responsibility. We might 
want to consider some changes to the 

This working group is examining 
every area of healthcare – from access to 
hospitals in both rural and metropolitan 
areas, to the services offered by the 
Department of Health, the Department 
of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services, the Oklahoma Health Care 
Authority and our Native American 
tribes. We’ve also talked to national 
experts to help us see what is working 
or not working in other states that are 
tackling these same issues.

One of the things that prompted 
these multi-week meetings is an 
initiative petition drive that would 
change the Oklahoma Constitution to 

By State Rep. Carl Newton
I’ve been attending weekly meetings 

at the Capitol this interim as a member 
of the joint House and 
Senate Healthcare 
Working Group. 
We are looking 
at all aspects of 
Oklahoma healthcare 
from behaviors that 
contribute to poor 
health outcomes 
for Oklahomans to 

options for care and of course funding 
sources, such as private insurance and 
Medicaid.

Carl’s Capitol Comments

 See Newton  Page 39
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Obituaries
JOYCE ANN BEAGLEY

Services for Joyce Ann Beagley, 78, 
Alva resident, will be held on (TBA) 
in the Bible Baptist Church of Alva 
with Pastor John Clapp officiating. 
Committal prayers and interment will be 
in Marshall Lion’s Cemetery, Marshall, 
Oklahoma, under the kind guidance of 
the Amy Stittsworth Funeral Service.

Joyce was born on May 30, 1941 in 
Wichita, Kansas, the daughter of Roy 
and Mary Lutes Roberts, and passed 
away on October 6, 2019 in Alva. She 
was raised in Marshall, moved to Alva 
in 1958 and graduated from Alva High 
School with the class of 1959. Joyce 
married Bobby Lee Beagley in Alva 
on May 15, 1959, in the Bible Baptist 
Church of Alva. Joyce worked at Lee’s 
Grocery and Market, waitress for Clara 
Tippican (Truck Stop), sales clerk at 
C.R. Anthony’s, and attended beauty 
school and worked as a beautician 
for many years. Joyce helped operate 
Beagley Custom Harvest until 2003, and 
also worked for Elsie Rodger’s CPA. 
She was affiliated with the Bible Baptist 
Church of Alva. 

Survivors include her husband, 
Bob of Alva; son, Jere Beagley of 
Dallas, Texas; granddaughter, Makinzie 
Beagley of Austin, Texas; other relatives, 
including a brother-in-law, cousins, 
nephews, nieces, and many friends. 

Joyce was preceded in passing by her 
parents, and sister, Kathy Shore. 

Remembrances may be shared online 
at www.stittsworthfuneralservices.com.

RUDY JOE BRIGGS
Funeral services for Rudy Joe 

Briggs, 76, of Eldon, Oklahoma, will 
be Wednesday, 
October 9, 2019, at 
2 p.m. in the Green 
Country Funeral 
Home Chapel. 
Officiating will be 
Rev. Glenn Morgan. 
Interment will follow 
in the Tahlequah City 
Cemetery under the 

care of Green Country Funeral Home. 
Online condolences may be left at 
tahlequahfuneral.com. 

Rudy was born February 4, 1943, 
in Cherokee County and died October 
5, 2019, in Muskogee, Oklahoma. He 

attended school at Slate Bluff before 
moving to Blackwell. Rudy was a 
graduate of Blackwell High where he 
played football and wrestled. 

A lifelong lawman, Rudy retired 
in 2005 after 43 years of service – his 
final eight as sheriff of Wagoner County.  
He enjoyed horses, motorcycle riding 
and tinkering with “stuff” as he took 
care of his farm. He also enjoyed visiting 
with friends. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; three children, William “Bill” 
Harold Briggs, Jerry Butts and Kathy 
Prado; and brothers and sisters Trulin 
Briggs, Lois Nuckolls and Dale Briggs. 

Rudy is survived by Sarah, his wife 
of 38 years; children Rudy Briggs Jr. 
(Melissa) of Alva and Darleen Carver 
of Dacoma; 11 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren; sister Evelyn 
Briggs Newman (Don); and a host of 
relatives, friends, and loved ones.

ELDON DALE LYON
Eldon Dale Lyon, 88, died October 

8, 2019, at his residence in Bethany, 
Oklahoma.. He was 
born March 18, 1931 
in Alva, Oklahoma, 
to J.W. and Thelma 
(McWilliams) Lyon. 

He worked as 
a Sr. Engineer for 
Western Electric, 
then ATT/Lucent. 
He was a Bethany 

City Councilman, then became Mayor, 
giving 15 years of service to the City of 
Bethany. In honor of his service, a park 
was named after him. Eldon enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, sports, and was an avid 
OSU fan. 

He graduated from Alva High School, 
attended Northwestern State University 
and OSU, and earned his Juris Doctorate 
from OCU. He was a proud veteran of 
the United States Air Force. 

He married Nancy Ann Zahorsky 
September 6, 1953. They enjoyed 66 
wonderful years together. 

Eldon was preceded in death by his 
parents and son, Michael. Survivors 
include his wife, Nancy; son, Kevin Lyon 
and wife Karen of Edmond, Oklahoma; 
daughter, Diana Capps of Bethany, 
Oklahoma; grandchildren, Parker, 
Jameson, Michael and Catherine; and 

great-granddaughter, Rowan Shadid. 
Viewing will be Thursday, noon to 9 
p.m. for the public. Services will be 
Friday, October 11, at 3 p.m. at Mercer-
Adams Chapel, Bethany, with interment 
in Resurrection Memorial Cemetery. 
To share a memory or condolence, visit 
www.mercer-adams.com

MICKEY BOB WHITE 
Inurnment of Mickey Bob White 

will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, October 12, 
2019, at the Alva 
Municipal Cemetery. 
Memorial services 
will follow at 1 p.m. 
at the Alva First 
United Methodist 
Church with Rev. Dr. 
Carol Cook Moore 
officiating. The 
arrangements are 

entrusted to Marshall Funeral Home of 
Alva. 

Mickey Bob White, son of the 
late Herbert Elvin and Margaret Anne 
(Houston) White, was born July 16, 
1953, in Alva, Oklahoma, and passed 
away October 6, 2019, in his home in 
Alva, Oklahoma, at the age of 66 years, 
2 months, and 21 days, following a 
lengthy battle with cancer. 

Mickey attended Alva Public 
schools, graduating with the class of 
1971. After high school, he earned 
his bachelor of science degree in 
business administration and sociology 
from Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University and graduated in 1976. 
While attending college, he worked at 
C.E. Loomis Furniture Company as a 
salesman. 

It was during Mickey’s time at 
Northwestern that he met the love 
of his life, Donna Rae Rottmayer. 
On December 22, 1974, Mickey and 
Donna were united in marriage at the 
First Baptist Church in Woodward, 
Oklahoma. Making Alva their home, 
Mickey was the Road and Bridge Crew 
Foreman for Woods County District 1 
for 34 years, until his retirement.

Mickey received certification from 
the Oklahoma State University Center 
of Local Government Technology, 

 See Obits  Page 42
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Dan Egner and Neva Ryel will 
celebrate their 50th anniversary on Oct. 
11. 

Dan was on leave from the Army, 
stationed in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
when he and Neva met at a class party and 
became pen-pals. 

Neva graduated from nursing school 
and the couple was married on Oct. 11, 
1969, and spent their honeymoon in 
Branson, Missouri. They made their first 
home in Dacoma, later moved to the 
family farm northwest of Dacoma, and in 
2000 they moved to Alva.

Dan worked at the Dacoma Co-op two 
winters, custom harvested 22 years and 
worked for IH as a manager for four years, 
while also working the family farm. He is 
now happily retired and working hard at 
his golf game.

Neva was a stay-at-home mom. She 

did work for four years at Share Medical 
Center and then went to work for Dr. 
Bierig’s office. He allowed her to play 
jokes on some of her favorite patients. 
Sometimes the jokes were on her (rightn 
Ron and Stan?) Dr. Bierig was always 
good to pull a joke on, too. After 24 years 
Neva retired due to health reasons. She 
worked two years part-time at Happiness 
House. She now chases after her four 
grandchildren, does cross stitch, crafts 
and reads. 

Dan and Neva are blessed with two 
wonderful children and four grandchildren. 
Travis and Mandy have two children, 
Daxton 12 and Paisley 8. Bridgette and 
Jay Myers have two children, Carli 14 (a 
teenager) and Colin 12.

The couple will celebrate their 
anniversary with a trip to Angel Fire, New 
Mexico. 

Egners celebrate 50th wedding anniversary

Dan Egner and Neva Ryel

By Yvonne Miller
South Barber’s School Board held 

an early morning special meeting 
Tuesday. The purpose was to address 
the high school parking lot resurfacing 
project. 

The board approved the quote of 
$32,356 for the project. The company is 
in Kiowa as they do projects for the city. 

Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller said 
the project was going to start Thursday, 

however Circle C said they are worried 
about the lower temperatures Thursday 
night and what impact that could have 
on the parking lot. So the project will 
not begin until Monday. 

Miller provided the following 
timeline of the slurry seal repaving:

Oct. 14th Monday – Circle C will 
section off the high school main entry 
area parking toward the K2 highway 
railroad tracks area for resurfacing. 
The work will begin around 8:15 a.m. 
Please assist us with keeping people 
from parking in the designated area by 
spreading the word. 

Oct. 15th Tuesday – Remaining 
areas will be resurfaced and they will 
section it off. But those areas include 
the south side over by the football field 
and back by the FFA building up to the 
transportation area. This will impact our 
transportation services and we will need 
to prepare beforehand where to park 
those vehicles. Marking the parking lot 
lines.

South Barber to
resurface high school 
parking lot next week
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By Stacy Sanborn
National 4-H Week is declared each 

year to recognize youths and the impact 
they have on their community, and on 
Monday morning, Alfalfa County com-
missioners did just that. Student 4-H 
president Taryn Miller was on hand with 
the county officials (Jay Hague, Stan 
Tucker and Marvin Woodall) to hand in 
a proclamation for this year’s National 
4-H Week (Oct. 6-12). Hague read the 
proclamation aloud and followed with a 
motion for its acceptance that the other 
two men endorsed.

Usual items of business were han-
dled: maintenance and operation war-
rants for payment, monthly officer re-
ports, monthly highway expenditures, 
and blanket purchase orders were all 
approved, as well as the allocation of 
the alcohol beverage tax. There were 
no road crossings for the week. Com-
missioners moved on to review and sign 
off on an endorsement form for Wood-
all’s District 3 for the Oklahoma Federal 

Land Access Program proposed project 
he’s been working on.

Next, Alfalfa County Sheriff Rick 
Wallace handed county officials paper-
work with quotes for the purchase of a 
2020 Chevrolet Tahoe and equipment 
from John Vance Fleet Services. The 
Tahoe, with additions like four-wheel 
drive, OnStar, and extra keys and re-
motes, was quoted by John Vance Fleet 
Services for $35,699. For customizing 
the vehicle, Quality Custom Upfitters 
out of Stillwater estimated $22,311.22 
for all parts and labor. The commission-
ers approved the purchase.

Lease purchase agreements for four 
2020 Mack tractors for districts 1 and 2 
(each) were approved and signed also. 

The commissioners discussed 
lease-purchase receiving and req-
uisitioning officers for the districts 
before hearing from Shana Small-
wood-Hague, Alfalfa County’s emer-
gency management director. Small-
wood-Hague has been working on an 

updated evacuation plan for the court-
house since the one in place has long 
been outdated.

Lastly, the agenda called for action 
on employee health insurance. Commis-
sioners, over the last couple of weeks, 
were mulling over possibly switching 
from HealthChoice to a new health in-
surance carrier (OPEH&W Insurance), 
but decided to leave the insurance as 
is (with HealthChoice). Nothing will 
change, Hague said, except for a premi-
um increase of about $25 per employee. 
Before the meeting closed, the resolu-
tion for setting the employee health care 
premium amount to be paid by the coun-
ty for 2020 was approved.

National 4-H Week
declared in Alfalfa County

Fall has arrived and that project 
around the house, farm, or place of 
business that you have wanted to get 
completed this summer is still sitting 
there undone. The South Barber FFA 
chapter has a solution to this problem. 

On Monday, Oct. 14, 29 FFA 
members, one officer team, and one 
advisor, will be on the auction block, 

committing to an eight-hour work day 
for a donation of your choice. Do you 
have a shop or garage that needs cleaned 
out? Do you have fencing that needs 
fixing, flowerbeds that need weeding or 
a lawn that needs to be mowed or raked? 
The members of the South Barber FFA 
chapter are eager and willing to help you 
with these or any other tasks that you 

may need assistance with throughout the 
upcoming year.

This year’s work auction will 
be held at the Kiowa Community 
Building. The free meal consisting 
of calf fries, pork loin, brisket, green 
beans and dessert, will begin promptly 
at 6:30 p.m. We anticipate the auction 
beginning somewhere around 7 or 7:15 
p.m. All funds raised will go directly 
into the South Barber FFA activity 
account and allow the program to 
function and operate throughout the 
year. South Barber FFA members are 
active in leadership events, public 
speaking contests, livestock judging 
teams, career development events, 
parliamentary procedure, agricultural 
mechanics contests, state and national 
conventions and a host of other 
activities utilizing the school farm 
facility and local agriculture mechanics 
shop and classroom.  

South Barber FFA Annual Calf Fry 
and Work Auction to be Oct. 14
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The Burlington FFA chapter, in 
conjunction with the Timberlake FFA 
chapter, was awarded funds for their 
project called “Drone Zone.” These 
two FFA chapters have requested 
funds to purchase two drones and the 
necessary accessories to effectively 
operate the drones. 

The use of drones in the classroom 
will be interwoven throughout 
existing curriculum and will provide 
new learning opportunities as well as 

enhance existing lessons. Students 
will learn valuable lessons in 
agriscience, technology, engineering, 
math and agri-communications.  

“We are so excited to work with 
Oklahoma businesses who believe 
in what is happening through 
agricultural education and the many 
careers that students are being 
introduced to through the use of 
technology in their local school ag-
ed departments,” said Holly Blakey, 

executive director of the Oklahoma 
FFA Foundation. 

Trevence Mitchell, senior 
advisor, community and employee 
iInvolvement, said, “At TC Energy, 
we support education and training 
initiatives in the communities where 
we do business to help develop the 
next generation of community leaders 
and build vibrant communities.” 

These grants were made available 
to agricultural education programs 
in Oklahoma. Grants awarded fell 
under one of these four categories: 
Safety Equipment or Education, 
Community Impact, Environmental 
Impact, or Leadership Development. 
Grant applications ranged from $1,000 
- $5,000 with a total of $26,000 in 
grants awarded. Priority was given to 
applications allowing for equipment to 
be shared between programs. 

(From left, back row) Oklahoma FFA Foundation Executive Director Holly Blakey, Reporter Kayli Stewart, Sentinel 
Gabe Stewart, Vice President Anna Motycka, Advisor Wyatt Shaw; (front row) President Tateyn Rieger, Treasurer Hailey 
Dotson, Secretary Lauren Lagos.  

Burlington FFA receives 
TC Energy grant
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By Marione Martin
Felony embezzlement charges have 

been filed against a Cherokee man 
in Alfalfa County Court. James Ray 
Reneau, 32, has been charged with one 
count of embezzlement and one count 
of felony value – false pretenses, bogus 
check or con game. 

The first charge is punishable by 
imprisonment in the state penitentiary for 
up to five years and a fine not to exceed 
$5,000 and restitution. The second 
charge is punishable by imprisonment in 
custody of the Department of Corrections 
for a term not to exceed five years or in 
the county jail for a term not to exceed 
one year, or by a fine not to exceed 
$5,000, or by both such imprisonment 
and fine.

While employed by Lightning Creek 
Investment Group, LLC, Reneau is 
accused of collecting rent checks from 
Joan Hicks and having them made out to 

him personally rather than his employer. 
The total value is listed as $4,050.

Court documents show on Sept. 25, 
Doug Maddux representing Lightning 
Creek contacted Cherokee Police Chief 
Ryan McNeil. He said after Lightning 
Creek closed the Cherokee Manor 
nursing home, they continued to operate 
a small apartment building on the 
property. Maddux said Reneau was hired 
to provide maintenance and lawn cutting 
for the property and paid $500 a month 
for those services. Maddux said that in 
December 2018 or January of 2019, 
Reneau was also tasked with collecting 
the monthly rent payments for the three 
tenants living in the apartment building. 

Maddux stated that Reneau quit his 
employment with the business in August of 
2019 after which the business discovered 
no rent monies or checks from the tenants 
had been deposited in the business bank 
account at ACB Bank. Maddux said he 

made several attempts to contact Reneau 
and was never able to get in touch with 
him. Maddux stated it was discovered that 
Reneau came back to the apartments at 
the beginning of September and collected 
the rent owed from the residents despite 
having quit his employment in August. 
Maddux further discovered that Reneau 
had been having the residents made the 
checks out to him personally instead of 
to the business and had also been cashing 
those checks himself.

Maddux provided Chief McNeil with 
copies of the checks from Hicks from 
January 2019 through September 2019 
and made out to Reneau. The checks 
were endorsed with Reneau’s name 
on the back. McNeil located a traffic 
citation issued by the Cherokee police 
on August 29, 2019, which had been 
signed by Reneau. The signatures on 
eight of the nine checks appeared to be 
the same as on the traffic citation.

Man charged with embezzling over $4,000

By Marione Martin
A Cherokee woman is accused 

of taking $300 in cash from her 
employer. Samantha Pinnell, aka 
Samantha Renee Wells, 29, has been 
charged with three misdemeanor 
counts of embezzlement. Each count 
is punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding one year or 
by a fine not exceeding $500, or both 
such fine and imprisonment.

Pinnell is accused of taking $100 
in cash on three separate occasions 
from Subway in Cherokee, which is 
owned by Jiffy Trip.

Court records state on Sept. 
26, Cherokee Police Officer Mike 

Andrews was contacted by Alfalfa 
County Dispatch to respond to the 
Jiffy Trip Store. He met there with 
Vicki Horton, district manager for 
Jiffy Trip. Horton told him on Sept. 
20, 23 and 24, Pinnel’s register came 
up short at Subway. After checking 
video surveillance, Horton saw and 
recorded three different occasions 
when Pinnel took $100 from the 
cash register and put it in her pocket. 
Horton provided a copy of the three 
CD’s contacting incidents.

Horton said she and the store 
manager met with Pinnel on Sept. 
25. She said Pinnel was told she had 
been caught on video taking cash 

from the register. Horton said Pinnel 
denied stealing the money then told 
her if she did do it, it was when she 
blacked out. Horton said Pinnel was 
terminated from her job and told if 
she repaid the $300 to the company by 
noon on Sept. 26, they would not turn 
the incidents over to the authorities. 
Horton said Pinnel had not repaid the 
$300 nor made contact with her by 
the deadline.

Woman charged in $300 embezzlement
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Alva School Picture Retakes

Monday,
October 14

at
Alva High School

The photos will be taken on green screen so you may have a choice of many backgrounds. The photos will be
taken at 3/4 length and can be cropped to a head shot. Please dress your student (not in green or turquoise) for
nice photos even if you do not plan to purchase any. They are used for school records and the yearbook. You will
be provided with an order envelope with proofs in a couple of weeks. No payment is needed in advance.

You do not have to allow a school picture. 
Tell your principal if you want to opt out.

Alva�Review-Courier
580-327-2200
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By Yvonne Miller
On January 21, 1985, Goddard 

(Kansas) Junior High Principal Jim 
McGee was shot and killed by a 14-year-
old student who entered the school with 
a M-1A semi-automatic rifle. Raised in 
Kiowa, Kansas, McGee was 35 when 
he died and his wife Crystal was 34 and 
three months pregnant with their fourth 
child.

“It’s wonderful to see that Jim is 
still inspiring people 35 years after his 
death,” his widow Crystal said. “God is 
in control. In his plan, he could work this 
for good.” This was after she and family 
attended a ceremony in late September 
where McGee and a few others received 
the Goddard Distinguished Alumni and 
Staff Award at an induction ceremony 
sponsored by the Goddard Education 
Foundation.

“We saw so many positives that 
came from his death,” Crystal said. After 
the shooting, in McGee’s honor students 
built a new bell tower at the large school 
in Goddard, a suburb of Wichita. It 
features a “Victory Bell” that students 
get to ring to celebrate when their team 
wins or they have done something 
special. 

“For 35 years kids have been ringing 
the bell. His grandkids got to ring it last 
weekend,” Crystal said. Telling of the 
late September ceremony and weekend 
in Goddard, she said of the event 
organizers, “They just blew us away. 
It was such an emotional weekend. Of 
course Rudy (Crystal’s name for Jim) 

Slain Principal McGee honored 35 
years later in Goddard, Kansas
Raised in Kiowa was special to us but they showed how 

he changed the direction of the school 
district. It’s an amazing district.”

A video was made of McGee’s life 
featuring his childhood in Kiowa, the 
son of John and Minnie McGee; how 
he and his brother Max helped their 
dad farm from the tine they were boys 
which helped establish their strong work 
ethic; and how he was quarterback for 
the Kiowa High School Chieftains 
undefeated football team his senior year. 
The video shows his time as a Marine in 
Vietnam and as a Marine Corps officer 
before he began his educational career. 
The video showed interviews with his 
former colleagues, students and others 
who knew him while at Goddard; in 
addition to family and friends.

Crystal said now grown men and 
women who were junior high students 
that day at Goddard told how McGee’s 
shooting inspired their careers in law 
enforcement and more; and the impact on 
their lives. One of those is a KBI Agent 
and the other is a Sedgwick County DA. 
The family received goodie bags that 
had many things, including handwritten 
notes from community members with 
thoughts of McGee. 

In Goodard’s school library, there is 
a book displayed that tells of the tragic 
event that January day. A picture of 
Principal McGee is also displayed there 
that is illuminated 24/7.

One of the other Distinguished 
Alumni Award recipients was teacher 
Tish Dimick who thanked McGee 
for getting her started in her lifelong 
educational career at Goddard. Another 
recipient was high school counselor 
Steve Sandall who was the McGee’s next 
door neighbor at the time of the shooting. 
Sandall wrote papers that went national 
about how to handle your school after 
such a horrific event. Crystal said they 
learned how hard the school worked to 
turn this negative into a positive. “They 
had to turn around school spirit,” she 
said and added they learned that students 
were so ashamed that this happened at 
their school many wouldn’t even wear 
their letter jackets off campus. “There’s 
so many things we didn’t know.”

At the induction the McGee family 

was asked to have someone give an 
acceptance speech. Their son Joseph 
did the honor. He is a pastor of an ECO 
Presbyterian Church in Eldorado, Texas. 
His words were eloquent as he thanked 
many. “Thank you to everyone who 
knew our dad when he was alive and 
have held on to those memories and share 
stories of his life and character through 
the years. Thank you to everyone who 
has remembered to pray for our family 
over the years.” Mainly Joseph thanked 
God for his “faithfulness that has been 
demonstrated time again in our lives 
and most of all in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus, who walked in the 
way of forgiveness instead of vengeance, 
faith instead of fear, love instead of hate 
and taught there is no greater love than 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friend.” 

That selfless act is how McGee is 
remembered.

Crystal Remembers the Day Her 
Husband Was Shot and Killed at 

School
News reports from that Jan. 21 day in 

1985 say it was really cold that morning 
– about 16 degrees. The 14-year-old 
shooter reportedly couldn’t get his car 
started. So he grabbed two guns said to 
be owned by his father out of the backseat 

 See McGee  Page 39
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By Yvonne Miller
Heritage Players director Matt 

Thom says “Greetings to all you 
Spooky Specters, Spirits and Goblins!

“Once again, it’s time for those 
spooky, ookey, kookey and weirdly 
wonderful folks at The Barber County 
Heritage Center at Medicine Lodge to 
bring a little pain and misery to the 
area, along with a coffin full of giggles.

“Last year, Mother Nature thought 
it would be really nice to dump a lot 
of rain on us right before Halloween, 
forcing us to cancel our Annual 
Haunted Hayrack ride.  But,  ‘Never 

fear,’ we said. ‘We’ll be back bigger 
and better in 2019’. 

“Uh huh. By late Spring 2019, water 
still stood on the ride trail, leading us to 
once again cancel the event … but with 
a twisted devious little backup plan.”

With Thom as director, The 
Heritage Center Players plan to present 
a 45-minute spooky little comedy 
called “Frankenstein Slept Here” – that 
touches the supernatural.

You’ll want to arrive when the 
doors open at 6:30 p.m., well before the 
show. There’s a costume contest with 
cash prizes each night. There’s fun 
games with prizes for the kids.

There will also be face painting for 
$1 and a Wheel of Misfortune for $.25/
spin with prizes.

At 8 p.m. the Storyteller will kick off 
the festivities with a frightening tale of 

woe and misery, followed immediately 
by the main show, “Frankenstein Slept 
Here.”  Please be sure and bring your 
own treat bag to carry your prizes.

Cate”gory’s” for the best costume 
are: Ages 0-8, Ages 9-18 and Best 
Family costume, with a prize of $15 for 
each of the 3 divisions.

The costume contest winners 
will be announced and prizes 
awarded immediately following the 
performance.

As always, glow necklaces and 
glow sticks will be sold at the door 
where you’ll pay a small admission. 
Kids under age 5 are free. 

The casket splitting, tombstone 
tipping, bone chilling good time can be 
found at 1056 SE Isabel Road (corner 
of Highway 160 and Isabel Road) in 
Medicine Lodge on Oct. 25 and 26. 

Excessive moisture doesn’t dampen 
Medicine Lodge Halloweenish mood 
Oct. 25 and 26: Spooky Comedy by the Heritage Players; Costume 
contest, fun and games, all at The Heritage Center

By Yvonne Miller
Sunday afternoon about 4:10, a 

single vehicle accident occurred 1 mile 
northeast of Kiowa, Kansas, on KS-2 at 
mile post 13.5. The crash resulted in a 
temporary power outage for the towns of 
Kiowa and Burlington.

KHP Trooper Charley Brattin 
worked the accident. He said that Cullen 
Reynolds, 20, of Belle Plaine, was 
driving a 2008 Toyota Tundra northeast 
on KS-2. The vehicle went off the 
roadway to the right and into the ditch. 
The vehicle then went airborne and 
landed on all four tires before striking a 
power pole. The trooper said the vehicle 
continued northeast where it came to rest 
in the ditch. Brattin noted that the Toyota 

had a 2016 Polaris ATV in the bed.
Hannah R. Evans, 20 of Wellington, 

was a passenger in the vehicle. Trooper 
Brattin said both had possible minor 
injuries and were treated and released 
at the Kiowa District Hospital. Many 
emergency vehicles from Kiowa 
raced to the scene including EMS, fire 
department, sheriff’s department, etc.

One electric pole fell on another 
causing the outage, the trooper said. 
Burlington has a generator that kicks 
in after their power is off for only 10 
seconds. Electric companies made 
repairs and Kiowa had power back 
within about one hour. Marci Hyde 
said that Burlington’s power returned in 
about one-and-a-half hours. 

Sunday afternoon wreck 
results in power outage 
for Kiowa and Burlington
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By Yvonne Miller
Save the date of Sunday, Oct. 27, 

for a fun afternoon of old-fashioned 
fall activities, reminiscent of a Thomas 
Kinkade painting.

Starting at 2 p.m., you’ll want to 
be downtown and see kids of all ages 
playing a variety of games. Try to guess 
what everyone is in their Halloween 
costume. Check out the pumpkins that 

are carved or decorated to be either 
pretty, funny or scary – always amazing 
to see the creativity. Prizes will be given 
for the top pumpkins and costumes.

There will be a variety of vendors on 
the street. At 3 p.m., you can see the new 
Adams Family movie with an admission 
price at The Chief Theater. 

All afternoon you’ll smell the aroma 
of charcoal and wood burning in grills 

cooking a variety of meats. This will 
be for the 3rd Annual Meat Cookoff by 
Centennial Park. Plan on buying a plate 
at 5 p.m. You’ll get a few samples of 
meat, cheesy potatoes, baked beans 
and a roll. The Chamber of Commerce 
calls the many grill champions in the 
community to enter. 

Watch for more details in The 
Newsgram. 

Follow the smoke to Kiowa’s 
Fall Fest Sunday, Oct. 27
3rd Annual Meat Cookoff; Pumpkin decorating and Halloween
costume contests; Games galore, Adams Family movie matinee

Medicine Lodge High School’s 
football team played South Central High 
School (Coldwater, Kansas) on Friday, 
Oct. 4. 

The South Central Timberwolves 
stomped the Indians, who lost 0-48. 

The players turned in the following 
statistics:

Passing
Josh Bowman – 10 Completions, 24 
Attempts, 72 yards, 2 Interceptions

Receiving
Theron Wedel – 3 catches, 43 yards
Cauy Scripsick – 5 catches, 21 yards
Ayden Edwards – 1 catch, 8 yards
Kirk Fisher – 1 catch

Rushing
Josh Bowman – 14 carries, 10 yards 
Cauy Scripsick – 1 carry, 11 yards, 1 
touchdown 
Cason Liebst – 3 carries, 15 yards

Defense
Josh Bowman – 7 tackles (4s/3a), 2 sacks
Theron Wedel – 9 tackles (6s/3a)
Cauy Scripsick – 5 tackles (1s/4a)
Caden Snyder – 1 assisted tackle
Brayden Schmidt – 5 tackles (1s/4a)
Dylan Holloway – 7 tackles (4s/3a), 2 
sacks
Cason Liebst – 11 tackles (6s/5a)
Grant Ricke  – 8 tackles (4s/4a)
Tyce Lonker – 8 tackles (2s/6a)

Football: Medicine Lodge 
High School slammed by 
South Central, 0-48

Judge orders
extradition of
suspect in Kansas 
bar shooting

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — A 
Missouri judge has ordered the ex-
tradition of a suspect in a Kansas bar 
shooting that left four people dead 
and five wounded, while the search 
continues for a second suspect.

Court records show that the 
judge issued the order Tuesday after 
23-year-old Javier Alatorre waived 
his right to fight being returned to 
Kansas.

Alatorre and 29-year-old Hugo 
Villanueva-Morales are charged 
with four counts of first-degree mur-
der.

Police say surveillance video 
shows Villanueva-Morales arguing 
with someone and being forced to 
leave the bar in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, late Saturday. Police say gun-
fire erupted when he returned about 
two hours later with Alatorre, who 
was arrested later Sunday in Kansas 
City, Missouri.

Police provided no updates 
Tuesday on the search for Villanue-
va-Morales but have warned that he 
should be considered "dangerous."
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Two 
companies marketing self-administered 
rape kits have responded to cease-and-de-
sist letters sent by Oklahoma Attorney Gen-
eral Mike Hunter, arguing that they believe 
there's a legitimate market for their products 
among some sexual assault victims.

Hunter's office says it's reviewing the 
correspondence and an investigation is on-
going, The Oklahoman reported.

New Jersey-based The Preserve Group 
LLC and New York City-based MeToo Kits 
Company marketed the kits with the inten-
tion of home use by women who don't want 
to report assaults to the police but still want 
the option of collecting evidence for future 

use, if needed.
Law enforcement officials, victims' 

advocates and others have raised concerns 
about the at-home practice, saying these 
kits are an inadequate replacement for a fo-
rensic medical exam.

The cease-and-desist letters say at-
home rape kits break Oklahoma's consumer 
protection laws and wouldn't be admissible 
in court.

Hunter gave both companies 10 days 
to provide his office with "assurance of 
voluntary compliance," including an agree-
ment that they will not sell their products 
in Oklahoma. Attorneys general in several 
states have sent similar letters.

Founders of both companies have said 
their goal is to empower survivors of sex-
ual assault, not to discourage them from 
going to the police. Jane Mason, co-found-
er of The Preserve Group, argues that the 
evidence collected by the victims is just as 
admissible as evidence collected by law en-
forcement.

Both companies claim they are working 
to "constructively and deliberately" address 
the marketing concerns raised, however 
neither have directly said they would re-
frain from selling their products. As of now, 
MeToo's kits are not for sale and the Pre-
serve kit is listed online as "currently un-
available."

At-home rape kit makers respond 
to Oklahoma cease-and-desist

By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A Dem-

ocratic state representative from Oklaho-
ma City and other advocates for more re-
strictive gun laws filed a lawsuit Monday 
challenging a new Oklahoma law that will 
allow people to carry firearms without a 
background check or training.

State Rep. Jason Lowe sued in Okla-
homa County, arguing that the law violates 
a state constitutional requirement that bills 

deal with only one subject matter.
"This fight is far from over," Lowe said 

at a news conference. "We believe this law 
is dangerous."

Dubbed "constitutional carry" by its 
supporters, the bill signed by Republican 
Gov. Kevin Stitt would allow most adults 
to carry firearms, concealed or openly, 
without the currently required background 
check or training. Exceptions would in-
clude anyone in the country illegally or 
those convicted of certain crimes. Fire-
arms would still be prohibited in certain 
locations, including public buildings, 
schools, professional sporting events, casi-
nos and bars. The bill, which was the first 
Stitt signed into law, is scheduled to take 
effect Nov. 1.

Lowe and other advocates for tighter 
gun laws already fell short of gathering 
enough signatures to send the issue to a 
vote of the people.

In the lawsuit, attorneys for Lowe and 
the other plaintiffs argue that the bill deals 
not just with carrying firearms, but also 
with self-defense, a campus weapons ban, 
the transportation of firearms, preemption 
and other subjects.

"In short, like the numerous acts of 
the Legislature that have previously been 
struck down for violating the single-sub-
ject rule, HB 2597 addresses 'multiple 
subjects that are not germane, relative and 
cognate to a common theme and purpose," 
the lawsuit states.

Stitt's office declined to comment 
while the lawsuit is pending.

One of the law's biggest proponents, 
Don Spencer, executive director of the 
Oklahoma Second Amendment Associa-
tion, said he believes Lowe's attempt is a 
last-ditch effort to derail the law and that it 
will ultimately fail.

"We're considering it kind of a Hail 
Mary attempt, and we're confident the 
attorney general's office will deal with it 
appropriately, and constitutional carry will 
go into effect on Nov. 1, as scheduled," 
Spencer said.

Group sues seeking to stop 
Oklahoma ‘permitless carry’ law
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By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — An 

Oklahoma woman who has already 
served 15 years in prison for failing 
to report her boyfriend, who served 
just two years behind bars for abus-
ing her children, on Tuesday moved 
a step closer to freedom.

Oklahoma's Pardon and Parole 
Board voted unanimously to recom-
mend 35-year-old Tondalao Hall 's 
30-year prison sentence be commut-
ed to time served. Republican Gov. 
Kevin Stitt will now consider the rec-
ommendation.

Hall's ex-boyfriend, Robert Brax-
ton Jr., pleaded guilty to abusing the 
children and was released on proba-
tion after a couple of years in jail.

The inequity of the case has out-
raged women's rights groups and 
brought further attention to Oklaho-
ma's high rate of incarceration, par-
ticularly of women.

"This case is critically import-
ant because it is an example of the 

injustice done within the Oklahoma 
criminal justice system, specifically 
against women," said Megan Lam-
bert, an attorney with the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Oklahoma 
who is helping with Hall's case. "And 
it's a good example of why Oklahoma 
has a higher rate of female incarcera-
tion than anywhere else in the world, 
and that is because we impose harsh 
sentences upon women for the crimes 
of their male romantic partners."

Hall appeared before the board 
via video from the Mabel Bassett 
Correctional Center in McLoud and 
expressed gratitude to them and her 
supporters, Lambert said.

Previous attempts at securing 
Hall's early release have been unsuc-
cessful , but the Pardon and Parole 
Board has new members appointed 
by Stitt, a businessman-turned-gov-
ernor who has made reforming the 
state's criminal justice system a pri-
ority for his administration. He also 
signed a bill earlier this year that ret-

roactively changed some felony drug 
and property crimes to misdemean-
ors and accelerated the commutation 
process.

"Once the governor's office re-
ceives the packet from the Pardon 
and Parole Board, the legal team will 
begin reviewing recommendations 
with the governor," said Stitt spokes-
woman Baylee Lakey.

Hall's three children wrote letters 
to the Pardon and Parole Board to ad-
vocate for their mother's release, and 
Oklahoma County District Attorney 
David Prater recommended the com-
mutation of her sentence.

"I wish Ms. Hall the best," Prat-
er said in a statement Tuesday. "She 
now has the opportunity to have a re-
lationship with her children outside 
of prison.

"I'm hopeful that Ms. Hall will 
use this opportunity to educate wom-
en in abusive relationships to seek 
help before their children are abused 
by their violent partner."

Oklahoma board recommends 
release in failure-to-protect case

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — A federal 
jury has sided with the operator of a 
Wichita abortion facility who contend-
ed she had reasonable grounds to seek a 
protection-from-stalking order against 
an abortion protester.

The verdict returned Tuesday fol-
lows a seven-day trial in the lawsuit 
filed by anti-abortion activist Mark 
Holick against clinic operator Julie 
Burkhart.

The lawsuit stems from anti-abor-
tion protests in 2012 and 2013 in 
front of Burkhart's home and neigh-
borhood. She got a temporary protec-
tion-from-stalking order against Holick 
that was dismissed two years later. He 
then sued her.

Jurors found Holick failed to prove 
his claim for malicious prosecution.

Burkhart says in a news release that 
she opened the clinic after Dr. George 
Tiller was killed for providing abor-
tions. She says that's why she finds 
threats against her and her family "par-
ticularly chilling."

Jury rules for Kansas clinic 
operator in stalking case
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By Deepti Hajela
NEW YORK (AP) — The scene is 

playing out in courtrooms from coast to 
coast — federal judges being asked to 
block a new Trump administration poli-
cy scheduled to take effect next week that 
would deny legal permanent residency to 
many immigrants over the use of public 
benefits.

Almost a dozen lawsuits have been 
filed from New York to California with 
plaintiffs including states, counties, cities, 
service providers and immigrants to pre-
vent the "public charge" rule from taking 
effect on Oct. 15. A judge in California 
held a hearing last week, while a judge in 
New York held one on Monday, and oth-
ers are scheduled for this week, with the 
lawsuits asking for preliminary injunc-
tions to keep the rule from being enforced 
while challenges to its legality are ongo-
ing. Judges have indicated a willingness 
to issue rulings before the scheduled start 
date.

"I've litigated against federal and state 
agencies over the years and I've never 
seen anything like this," said Liz Schott 
of the Center on Budget and Policy Priori-
ties, which has been tracking the progress 
of the various lawsuits. "It's a tremen-
dously broad set of players reflecting the 
huge significance and impact of the rule."

The rule is an aggressive step by the 
Trump administration in its efforts to re-
write the nation's immigration policies 
with its focus on effectively denying per-
manent resident status to many legal im-

migrants through how it defines a "public 
charge."

Currently, legal immigrants seeking 
to become permanent residents (a step 
before being eligible to become natural-
ized citizens) must prove they won't be 
burdens to the country, or public charges, 
which in practice has been understood to 
mean becoming primarily dependent on 
cash assistance, income maintenance or 
government support for long-term institu-
tionalization.

The Trump administration's rule takes 
that further — considering past and cur-
rent use of a wide range of assistance 
like Medicaid, food stamps, and housing 
vouchers that aren't currently consid-
ered, taking into account factors like the 
immigrant's age, employment status and 
English-language ability to determine 
whether they could potentially become 
public burdens at any point in the future 
and denying them legal residency if offi-
cials decide the answer is yes.

Those changes have outraged im-
migrants and their advocates, who say 
there's already been a chilling effect from 
immigrants who are now scared to ask for 
help they're eligible to get, for themselves 
or their relatives including citizen chil-
dren, out of fear of what it could mean.

They've also said the rule changes are 
discriminatory and would have the effect 
of barring immigrants with lower incomes 
in favor of those with wealth. The gov-
ernment has said the rule changes would 
ensure that those gaining legal residency 

status are self-sufficient.
The scheduled enactment next week 

of the rule comes as the Trump adminis-
tration on Friday announced another rule, 
a proclamation effective Nov. 3 that bars 
immigrants from coming to the U.S. un-
less they will be covered by health insur-
ance within 30 days of entering or have 
the financial wherewithal to pay for any 
medical costs.

In a packed Manhattan courtroom on 
Monday, U.S. District Judge George Dan-
iels extensively questioned the govern-
ment's lawyer, Ethan Davis of the Depart-
ment of Justice, over the rationale behind 
the administration's changing of the rule 
and the adding of factors that would be 
considered in determining whether some-
one could become a public charge.

"You've got to give me some rational 
basis," he said.

Roughly 544,000 people apply for 
green cards annually. According to the 
government, 382,000 are in categories 
that would make them subject to the new 
review, according to the government.

Immigrants make up a small portion of 
those getting public benefits, since many 
are ineligible to get them because of their 
immigration status. And an Associated 
Press analysis of census data shows that 
non-citizen immigrants with low incomes 
have a lower rate of using Medicaid, food 
aid, cash assistance and Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSI) than their native-born 
counterparts.

For Medicaid, non-citizen immigrants 
are only 6.5% of participants, while more 
than 87% are native-born. For food assis-
tance, immigrants are 8.8% of recipients, 
with over 85% of participants being na-
tive-born.

Lawsuits around US seek to 
block Trump’s public charge rule
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fiscal year. Reviewing the findings of studies in numerous states, 
Mark Hall reports:

Contradicting this source’s claim that “each and every 
state that opted into ObamaCare expansion is facing a surge in 
Medicaid enrollment far higher than ever anticipated, ”officials or 
agencies from  Indiana, North Dakota, and Ohio (here and here)  
have flatly stated (and documented) that expansion enrollment, or 
overall enrollment, has either fallen short of, or not substantially 
exceeded, expectations.
Does expanding Medicaid to healthy adults divert resources 

from the truly needy?
There’s no evidence that Medicaid expansion means worse 

care or access for children and people with disabilities; in fact, 
Medicaid expansion appears to actually increase access to 
care and employment for people with disabilities because they 
can qualify for health care through a less onerous eligibility 
verification process. Researchers have found a significant increase 
in the percentage of adults with disabilities who are employed 
in expansion states, while non-expansion states have seen no 
comparable change.

Medicaid expansion can also strengthen the financial situation 
of providers who serve children and people with disabilities as 
well as working-age adults. For example, rural hospitals are far 
more likely to remain open and solvent in states that expand 
Medicaid.
Does expanding Medicaid remove the incentive for people to 

climb out of poverty?
Some also claim that Medicaid expansion removes the 

incentive for working-age adults to seek employment and 
climb out of poverty. There is scant evidence that it is true, and 
substantial evidence that it is not. For instance, in an exhaustive 
study of its Medicaid expansion population, Ohio found that 
people who were not working when they got Medicaid through 
expansion said Medicaid made it easier for them to find work; 
people who were already working said that expansion made it 
easier to remain employed.

Should we expand coverage differently?
Governor Stitt and some legislative leaders say that rather 

than just adjust our Medicaid program’s eligibility proposed by 
State Question 802, we should instead seek federal permission 
to do a more creative expansion through what’s called a Section 
1115 Medicaid demonstration waiver.

Under previous Administrations, federal regulators only 
allowed these waivers if the state stayed within important guardrails 
designed to protect Medicaid enrollees. However, the Trump 
administration is encouraging states to radically change the way 
their Medicaid programs work by offering them a green light to 
impose new barriers to care, such as work reporting requirements 
or monthly premiums, as a condition of eligibility. In Arkansas, 
the first state to implement a work reporting requirement, many 
people who are working or should be exempt lost coverage 
because they were unable to navigate the bureaucratic obstacles 
needed to meet the reporting requirement. These reporting 
obstacles are greatest for individuals with physical disabilities, 
mental health conditions, and substance abuse disorders, as well 
as for rural residents with less access to the Internet. As of now, 
Arkansas and Indiana are the only states to implement a Medicaid 

work requirement, although seven other states have had work 
requirement waivers approved with implementation pending, and 
seven others, including Oklahoma, have applications pending.

Because these waivers create new bureaucracy, they are 
expensive for states to operate. They also invite expensive 
litigation.  So far, every work reporting requirement waiver 
has been struck down when challenged in court, although the 
Administration has continued to grant them. Furthermore, the 
current administration has a habit of verbally promising states that 
certain waivers will be approved and then disapproving them, as 
happened to Utah this summer.  In short,  waivered expansions 
are proving to be risky, expensive, and complicated. Simply 
filing a State Plan Amendment alerting the federal government 
that the state intends to expand Medicaid per the Affordable Care 
Act, which SQ 802 would instruct the state to do, is the best way 
to ensure that Medicaid expansion takes effect as quickly and 
efficiently as possible. 

The Bottom Line
Over 200,000 Oklahomans would gain health insurance 

coverage through a Medicaid expansion. The result would be 
more regular and affordable access to health care, a healthier and 
more productive workforce, and greater financial stability for our 
health care providers. After too many lost years, there is simply no 
excuse for Oklahoma not to expand Medicaid.

From Page 4 Medicaid
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A-Thon. Projected revenue: $3,000 to 
$3,500.

High School Cheer: Bake Sale. Pro-
jected revenue: $300.

High School Cheer's Mini Cheer 
Clinic. Projected revenue: $700.

FFA Meat Sales: Blue & Gold Sau-
sage, etc. Projected revenue: $18,000.

FFA Labor Auction/Dinner. Project-
ed revenue $20,000.

FFA Business Ads: on screen at 
Cherokee Sale Barn. Projected revenue: 
$2,000.

Seventh Grade 50/50 Raffle. Project-
ed revenue: $500.

Other Board Business
Among other business, the board ap-

proved the annual school board election 
resolution.

“We do this every year,” said Ander-
son. “We get it written and publish it in 
the newspaper and have it ready to go 
for the December filing period. We'll see 
how many file in December,” she added. 
“Seat 5 is up for election.” The resolu-
tion also closes a couple precincts due to 
low numbers. 

After mentioning that the school is 
accredited with no deficiencies for last 
year, Superintendent Anderson singled 
out Principal Hickman for her thanks.

“He's representing us on some com-

mittees at the Career Tech,” she told the 
board. He's also involved in some dis-
cussions about ways to provide educa-
tional services to home-schooled kids 
– offer them the benefits of being part 
of an established public school without 
taking from those parents their control 
over what exactly gets taught during the 
school day, Anderson said.

Under new business, Anderson an-
nounced that she'd received the resigna-
tion of Anna Sanborn,a school cook. 

“Anna's been with us six years, and 
we really appreciate Anna,” said Ander-
son. “We will probably not be replacing 
Anna; we just will try to fill that when 
we can.”

The board will not officially accept 
Sanborn's resignation until the next 
board meeting, so that it can be put on 
the agenda in advance.

The board also approved the consent 
agenda (consisting of the minutes of two 
past meetings; reports on the encum-
brances, purchase orders, warrants, and 
balances of the general fund, child nutri-
tion fund, building fund, complex bond 
fund, bond fund and activity fund; the 
treasurer's report, and activity fundraiser 
requests), and voted to allow the super-
intendent to pursue development of re-
tirement packages for eligible personnel.

By Kathleen Lourde
The policy states, in part, “the district 

will not regulate or take any adverse ac-
tion against an employee for holding a 
medical marijuana license. The school 
district may take action against an em-
ployee who possesses a medical mar-
ijuana license if the employee uses or 
possesses marijuana while at school or 
during the hours of employment.”

No smoking of any substance is ever 
allowed on school premises, and at no 
time will marijuana be grown or stored 
on school premises.

School employees are prohibited in 
all circumstances from helping students 
get or use medical marijuana, store med-
ical marijuana for students, take or use 
a student’s medical marijuana, or serve 
as a student’s designated caregiver, un-
less the student is the child or in the legal 
custody of the employee. From Page 8 Cherokee

Basics of the Cherokee’s New Medical 
Marijuana Policy for Students and Staff

Employees who violate the policy 
are subject to disciplinary action, which 
can include losing their job.

Students with a medical condition 
that requires the use of marijuana (and 
has a marijuana card) may use it during 
the school day, but the circumstances are 
carefully controlled. 

“School personnel are not legally 
permitted to administer medical mari-
juana to students. The district will pro-
vide a private location for a caregiver 
to administer medical marijuana to stu-
dents at school.” Caregivers must have 
the appropriate state license designating 
them to act on behalf of the student. This 
person may bring the medical marijuana 

to the student, and then, when the stu-
dent has taken his dosage, must prompt-
ly remove the medical marijuana from 
the premises.

However, learning always takes pre-
cedence. 

“If a student has specific procedures 
regarding medical marijuana that are 
written into the student’s individual-
ized education program (IEP) and such 
procedures are consistent with state and 
federal law, those provisions will take 
precedence over this policy.”

Students who violate the policy are 
also subject to disciplinary action in 
accordance with the student discipline 
code.
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By Wilson Ring, Steve Peoples 
and Will Weissert

BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) — Bernie 
Sanders began reintroducing himself to 
the 2020 campaign on Tuesday, ven-
turing outside his Vermont home to say 
that he doesn't plan on leaving the pres-
idential race following last week's heart 
attack — but that he may slow down a 
frenetic pace that might have contribut-
ed to his health problems.

"We were doing, in some cases, five 
or six meetings a day, three or four ral-
lies and town meetings and meeting with 
groups of people. I don't think I'm going 
to do that," Sanders told reporters when 
asked what his schedule may look like 
going forward.  "But I certainly intend 
to be actively campaigning. I think we're 
going to change the nature of the cam-
paign a bit. I'll make sure that I have the 
strength to do what I have to do."

Pressed on what that meant, Sanders 
replied: "Well, probably not doing four 
rallies a day."

Sanders' campaign has said he will 
be at next week's Democratic presiden-
tial debate in Ohio. But it hasn't com-
mented on if or when he'll resume cam-
paigning before that — or what his next 
steps will be. NBC News announced it 
would air an "exclusive" interview with 
Sanders, his first since the heart attack, 
on Wednesday.

His health problems come at a pre-
carious time, since Sanders was already 
facing questions about being the oldest 
candidate seeking the White House, and 
he has seen his recent poll numbers de-
cline compared to 2020 rival Elizabeth 
Warren, his chief competitor for the 
Democratic Party's most-progressive 
wing.

Sanders, a Vermont senator, also re-
cently shook up his campaign staff in 
Iowa and New Hampshire, which kick 
off the presidential nominating process.

"I must confess, I was dumb," Sand-
ers said in front of his house, speaking 
in soft, calm tones with his wife, Jane 
O'Meara Sanders, looking on behind 
him. "Thank God, I have a lot of energy, 
and during this campaign I've been do-
ing, in some cases, three or four rallies a 
day all over the state, Iowa, New Hamp-
shire, wherever. And yet I, in the last 
month or two, just was more fatigued 
than I usually have been. And I should 
have listened to those symptoms."

Supporters privately conceded that 
the timing of the heart attack — which 
came just as the impeachment inquiry 
against President Donald Trump was 
escalating — helped limit the political 
fallout. But they also acknowledge that 
he will have to more directly address 
lingering health concerns then, if not be-
fore.

And they hinted changes would be 
coming to better keep their candidate 
healthy.

"We're going to look at everything 
— the whole campaign in its totality 
— and make adjustments where neces-
sary," said national campaign co-chair 
Nina Turner, who spoke with Sanders 
at length on Tuesday during a call with 
his four national co-chairs. "But make 
no mistake: Sen. Bernie Sanders is as 
committed — more so, even more now 
than he always has been, if that's even 
possible."

Last week began on a high note when 
Sanders announced that he'd raised 
$25.3 million during the year's third 
quarter, more than Warren and any oth-
er Democratic presidential hopeful. But 
word of that was overshadowed hours 
later Tuesday, when Sanders was at a 

campaign event in Nevada, experienced 
chest discomfort and was taken to a hos-
pital, where he was diagnosed with a 
heart attack.

Doctors inserted two stents to open 
up a blocked artery in his heart. Sanders 
left the hospital on Friday and flew home 
to Vermont the following morning.

"It wasn't a major heart attack. He 
had a minor heart attack. The stents will 
be extremely helpful in terms of blood 
flow. I assume he'll be far more vigor-
ous," said RoseAnn DeMoro, a Sanders' 
confidante and former executive direc-
tor of National Nurses United. "Heaven 
help the opposition."

His campaign noted that he had $33.7 
million in cash on hand in the quarter 
that ended last month and, on Monday, 
he released a plan to impose stricter 
campaign finance limits. The plan was 
in the works for weeks before Sanders 
took ill, advisers say, but they declined 
to comment on the effectiveness of cam-
paigning via press release — simply is-
suing policy statements without a candi-
date out there campaigning to back them 
up. Surrogates have taken Sanders' place 
on the campaign trail in the meantime, 
including Carmen Yulín Cruz, mayor of 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, who visited New 
Hampshire on Saturday.

Sanders has been active in recent 
days communicating with his staff and 
broader network of longtime supporters. 
Those who have spoken to him say he is 
quick to shout down questions about his 
health, insisting that he's fine — and that 
he vowed to remain committed to the 
2020 race in a Monday conference call 
with his entire campaign staff.

Supporters also say the campaign 
has seen a surge in fundraising while he 
recuperates — though it hasn't released 
figures to quantify that.

Sanders said Tuesday that he would 
be meeting with the cardiologist on a 
regular basis and getting some checkups, 
but that his main doctor is in Washing-
ton, meaning he didn't have a physician 
in Vermont, "let alone a cardiologist." 
He previously promised to release his 
medical records and reiterated that, say-
ing, "We will release them at the appro-
priate time."

Recuperating Sanders says he 
may slow down campaigning pace
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insurance offered to our state residents, 
and we want to ensure Oklahomans 
have access to care when they need it. 
If we truly want to see changes in health 
outcomes in our state, however, we 
have to do a better job of educating our 
residents about the benefits of changing 
the behaviors that contribute to their 
poor health and early deaths.

Our overall goal with these meetings 
is to determine the best way to care for 
Oklahomans in need of state-funded 
healthcare while allowing freedom from 
over-burdensome regulations for other 
Oklahomans and outrageous costs for 
Oklahoma taxpayers should we adopt 
an inflexible system that the federal 
government could possibly stop paying 
for at some point.

Also this interim, I’ve attended other 
studies at the Capitol on various other 
subject matters from agriculture and 
energy to education. And, I’ve enjoyed 
being out in District 58 more. It’s great 
to see people and visit many of our area 

events – something that’s limited to 
long weekends when I’m in legislative 
session.

Thank you for allowing me to 
represent Northwest Oklahoma. May 
God bless you and our Great State.

From Page 10 Newton

From Page 26 McGee
and jogged the some 200 yards to his 
school. He had a M-1A semi-automatic 
rifle and a .357-caliber Magnum pistol. 

The shooter was first seen poking his 
head in a classroom but didn’t see who 
he was looking for and started to walk 
toward the cafeteria where there were 
hundreds of students gathering for lunch. 

A teacher spotted him as he passed 
the teacher’s lounge and principal’s 
office. That’s when McGee stepped out 
in the hallway and ask him where he 
was going with the guns. The young man 
turned around and from about 25 feet 
started firing, a witness said. 

One of the shots hit McGee in the 
chest, severing his aorta. Before police 
could arrive he had injured three others 
– two teachers and a student who all 
survived. 

Crystal said that morning her 
three elementary children were home 
from school sick and were thankfully 
watching cartoons on their new VCR. 
The Goddard High School Principal and 
secretary went to Crystal’s home to tell 
her that Jim had been shot and was at the 
hospital in surgery. The superintendent 
would drive her while the secretary 
stayed with the children. McGee died 
a few hours later. Crystal said she was 
later told he didn’t really have a chance. 

Unfortunately, McGee’s parents and 
other family got the breaking news on 
television. 

The young shooter was said to be 
bullied. Crystal said a 20/20 special 
said he had an abusive father. Whatever 
happened to the young man to trigger his 
evil act, Crystal said, “There is no point 
in holding ill will against the shooter.” 
The last time she ever heard anything 
about him was maybe 15 years ago when 
saw an article in the Wichita newspaper 
that he had reportedly beat up a girlfriend 
and was holding a gun to his own head. “I 
would love to see something that would 
turn his life around,” she said. 

When asked how she survived that 
day and successfully raised four children, 
Crystal replied, “It’s real simple.” 
She explained as their families prayed 
together that night of the unthinkable, 
her older brother read Psalm 68:5 
which says, “A father to the fatherless, 
a defender of widows, is God in his holy 
dwelling.” Crystal said she decided “God 
would father my kids and he absolutely 
did.” She said when the family needed 
big brothers, their church provided and 
cash seemed to appear when needed. 

At the recent induction weekend, 
Crystal said some teachers, the assistant 
principal and others who were there that 

fateful day, met with the family members 
privately and answered any questions 
they had about what happened. “We 
could hear it 35 years later,” she said.

Crystal and her four children 
underwent family counseling for two 
years. “I highly recommend that,” she 
said. She learned from a counselor the 
difference between violent death and 
death due to sickness.

“It’s been very interesting to see the 
three (children) with the trauma and 
the baby who didn’t. The older three all 
developed a strong faith because they 
saw God taking care of us,” Crystal said.

Shortly after the shooting Crystal 
and her children moved back to Edmond 
where she had ties. She remained single 
for 28 years. She married Dale DePue 
seven years ago and they live in Edmond. 

The induction program said that 
McGee’s positive impact is very evident 
in the lives of his children: Jeannie is a 
dentist who works for a charity clinic 
in Oklahoma City; Joseph is a pastor 
as mentioned above; Jameson is an 
electrical engineer for Naval Research 
Lab in Virginia; and Jordan works for 
Warwick Energy in Oklahoma City.

“All four demonstrate Jim’s faith, 
hard work ethic, selfless concern for 
others and integrity.” 
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see how many different viewpoints there 
were from all the different areas,” said 
Denton. But she said it became clear 
everyone had the same focus. Because 
the process is spread over five years, she 
said it will be easy to implement. From 
the viewpoint of the school employ “we 
can do this. It’s not so much at one time.”

“My biggest thing was that with all 
the viewpoints how everyone has the 
same goals for Alva Schools,” Denton 
concluded.

“My perspective as a taxpayer, 
as a grandparent of three kids in the 
Alva school district, I appreciate the 
commitment level of staff, faculty, 
administration to engage in this 
comprehensive planning process,” said 
Decker. “I think that for any school 
district to embrace the future needs 
of learning and the public and fulfill 
those accountability expectations, you 
have to have a plan in place. This is 
comprehensive, but at the same time 
it’s not so overwhelming. At least it 
doesn’t appear to be. It’s doable and 
sets the stage for a continuous plan of 
improvement. Once you finish this, you 
should continue.”

Personnel
Superintendent Argo informed the 

board of the resignation of Starlet James 
who is moving on to another employment 
opportunity. The board approved hiring 
Kandy Anderson as a paraprofessional 
at Alva Middle School to replace James. 
They also approved the employment of 

Ty Hooper as a paraprofessional to work 
with a newly enrolled student.

Other Business
Board members present for Monday’s 

meeting were Jane McDermott, Karen 
Koehn, Larry Parker, Tiffany Slater and 
Shane Hansen. 

The board approved using hours 
instead of days for the school year. Argo 
said this will allow flexibility when 
dealing with inclement weather.

Argo went through a 39 page budget 
book prepared by office staff for the 
board. It included helpful descriptions 
to identify the function of each line 
item. Slater said it was the best budget 
document she had seen and commended 
the staff on the book. 

The board approved out of state travel 
by the high school baseball team and 
Coach Baugh to attend an invitational 
tournament in Phoenix, Arizona, March 
14-21, 2020.

A district gifted educational plan 
was approved. Argo said this was a 
big component of the strategic plan. 
The gifted program committee has 
begun looking at different options to 
test students who might qualify for 
accelerated programs. 

Approved for the current school 
year’s District Teacher Residency 
Committee were Kaye Christensen, 
Crystal Clapp, Sara Eckhardt, Kiley 
Feely, Tiffany Mata, Kendi Wooten, 
Keli Woods, Dawn Self-Hill, Kandee 
Almgren and Tim Argo. Supt. Argo 

said this committee is required for 
accreditation. The committee sets up 
regular meetings and training for mentor 
teachers. They are also reviewing the 
mentor teacher checklist which is now 
three or four years old.

Another state requirement, an 
alternate education waiver allowing the 
district to serve fewer than ten alternate 
education students, was approved. Argo 
said currently the district has fewer than 
ten students in the program, but that 
number will probably increase further 
into the school year.

The board was also presented 
with the AEA contract agreed upon in 
negotiations, and it was approved.

Financial
One of the major revenue components 

for the Alva school district is the gross 
production tax on oil and gas. Argo told 
the board the figure for September 2019 
is $227,000 less than last September.

Two activity funds showed increases. 
The FFA account increased with funds 
from the Blue & Gold sausage sales. The 
middle school vocal fund grew from a 
cookie dough fundraiser. There was also 
a transfer from football to track from 
the sale of gold cards. Argo said that is 
a joint fundraiser so the resulting funds 
were split between the two accounts.

The superintendent explained several 
of the purchase orders in the general fund. 
Washington Elementary had to replace 
their intercom system which cost $3,500. 
Banc Central installed some additional 
security cameras for indoor facilities for 
$2,823. A sinkhole developed near one 
of the playground toys at Longfellow 
Elementary so $3,000 was spent on dirt 
work and concrete to fill in the area.

Due to the number of kindergarten 
students, the district had to add another 
class. This required spending $3,114 
on additional textbooks from McGraw 
Hill. Learning A to Z, a software reading 
program, was purchased for $4,757. 
Argo said it is used for all the elementary 
grades. 

Mac Books were purchased for 
$6,592 for speech and debate. In the old 
days, debaters hauled around boxes of 
paper files for their debate notes. Now 
everything is digital, and the district’s 
Chromebooks don’t have enough 
memory for the files.

From Page 6 Alva
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Bar 74 Radiator

and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd 
St., Cherokee, OK. 580-596-
6131

Come and Enjoy
the fun with the Alva Twisters 
for Square Dance Lessons on 
every Thurs through the first 
of the year at the Lutheran 
Hall east of the Lutheran 
Church. Contact Melvin 
Evans at 580-430-6832 or 
580-829-3226

Local Cleaning
Rental houses, Yards, Lots, 
Barns and Scrap Iron. 580-
430-1854

Employment
Help Wanted

Construction Worker. 580-
748-0379

Help Wanted
Bill Johnson Correctional 
C e n t e r - C o n s t r u c t i o n 
Maintenance Tech III starting 
at $2737.83/mo ($15.80/
hr). Fleet Specialist IV 
starting at $2699.50 ($15.57/
hr). Benefits include health, 
dental, vision (employee & 
family), vacation, sick leave 
and retirement. Contact Lisa at 
580-327-8000

Help Wanted
Bill Johnson Correctional 
Center-Correctional Security 
Officer starting at $15.74/hr 
with increase to $16.52 in 6 
mo and $17.35 after 18mo + 
OT. Visit our Facebook page 
for more information and the 
link to apply for a CSO position. 
Benefits include health, dental, 
vision (employee and family), 
vacation, sick leave and 
retirement. Contact Lisa at 580-
327-8000

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

Sat, Oct 12. 8am-? 620 W 
Main, Cherokee, OK. Baby 
items, furniture, lawn items, 
household, remodel leftovers, 
etc

Garage Sale
1644 Skyline. Fri, noon-6pm. 
Sat 9am-2pm. Toys, clothes, 
hinges & door pulls, decor, 
dishwasher
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Real Estate

8 Lots for Sale

North 1st Street, Sharon, KS. 
620-294-5431

House For Rent

3bdrm, 1 1/2bth, 2000 sqft, 24 x 
30 TV/game room, new kitchen 
cabinets, granite countertops. 
145,000. Helena, OK. 405-626-6906

ALVA STATE
BANK &

TRUST COMPANY

Specialists in
Agriculture Lending

We’ve Served You
100 Years!

VENDETTI
PLUMBING & DRAIN     
Call us today and let us take care of  
ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS!

 
    

580-871-2223
OK LIC# 071167

PROUDLY SERVING NORTHWEST
OKLAHOMA SINCE 2005

Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation and Federal 
Highway Administration.

He was a member of the Alva 
First United Methodist Church, 
a member of the NWOSU 
Alumni Board of Directors, an 
original member of the Rowdy 
Rangers, a member of the 
Spinners Car Club in Ponca City, 
and a member of the Northwest 
Antique Car Club. 

At an early age he developed 
a love for cars, especially old 
Cadillacs. He collected several 
cars over the years, fondly 
nicknaming and designating a 
theme song for each. Along with 
old cars, he also enjoyed the 
hunt for finding nostalgic and 
unique collectibles.

Although an amazing man 
to work alongside, he was an 
even greater husband to his 
wife, Donna, and father to his 
three girls, Elizabeth, Sarah, and 
Savannah. “The White House” 
was often the gathering place 
for many family and friends. 
He was a great storyteller and 
loved to have people around, 
often offering an unexpected 
and sarcastic zinger. His girls 
were his world with Donna by 

his side. Mickey enjoyed many 
roles as their father: instigator, 
protector, annoyer, intimidater 
to boys, confidant and, most 
importantly, Grandpa. His best 
friends call him “Grumpa” and 
“Ba.”

Mickey is survived by his 
wife, Donna (of Alva); three 
daughters, Elizabeth Anne 
Bishop and husband Brant (of 
Enid), Sarah Jane Washburn 
and her husband the late Cory 
Washburn (of Alva), and 
Savannah Jayne White (of 
Oklahoma City); one sister, 
LaDonna Benningfield and 
husband Max (of Alva); three 
grandchildren, Liam Lyle 
Washburn (of Alva), Batten 
Kernie Bishop and Sloan 
Margaret Bishop (of Enid); 
honorary sons: Brandt Sterling, 
Nick and Jerad Bradt, Kevin Poe 
and Matt Hardison; and other 
relatives and many friends. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made through the funeral 
home to the NWOSU foundation 
or the AHS Speech and Debate 
Team. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

From Page 11 Obits
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper.

Felony Filings
James Ray Reneau III, 

Cherokee, has been cited for 
embezzlement and felony 
value – false pretenses/bogus 
check/con game. ($730.50)

Misdemeanor Filings
Samantha Pinnell, 

Cherokee, 29, has been 
cited for three counts of 
embezzlement. ($939.50)

Civil Filings
Midland Funding LLC, 

San Diego, California, vs. 

Donna R. Danner, Amorita: 
indebtedness. ($229.14)

Traffic Filings
Jesus Garcia, Houston, 

Texas, has been cited for 
overweight vehicle (axle), 
$434.

The following individuals 
were cited for speeding: 
Lauren Paige Harms, 
Burlington (15 mph over the 
speed limit, $264); David M. 
Copell, Lafayette, Louisiana, 
(1-10 mph over the speed limit, 
$100); KyLee Ryann Corr, 
Cherokee, (1-10 mph over the 
speed limit, $100); Keith Jay 
Nelson Jr., Enid (1-10 mph 
over the speed limit, $100); 
Richard Damien Starks, Alva 
(1-10 mph over the speed 
limit, $100); Hayden Allen 
Colwell, Alva (1-10 mph over 
the speed limit, $100); Allen 
Jo Rains, Meno (1-10 mph 
over the speed limit, $100); 
Morgan Tylor Leid, Halstead, 
Kansas (1-10 mph over the 
speed limit, $100).

Dakota Jae Eckert, Enid, 
was cited for no seatbelt ($20).

Alfalfa County 
court filings

Mortgages
Book 850 page 299: James 
W. Cowgill, to Interbank: 
The west 75 feet of lot 13, 
in Hodgen’s Subdivision in 
section 10, township 36 north, 
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $3,000.00. 

Book 850 page 304: Douglas 
D. Buller and Treasa Dianna 
Buller, husband and wife, to 
The Bank of Kremlin. The north 
half of the southwest quarter of 
section 14, township 24 north, 
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $9,700.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is open 
for games and other activities. Exercise 
is scheduled each day at 11 a.m. Trans-
portation provided upon request.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is open 
for games and other activities. Exercise 
is scheduled each day at 11 a.m. Trans-
portation provided upon request.

Noon Alva Rotary Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 P.M. Woods County Democrats 
meet the second Thursday of the month 
at Cancun Grill in Alva.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Thursday.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in Alva 
every Monday and Thursday.

8:15 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in Alva.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Tuesday, October 1, 2019
During this day there were 10 traffic 
stop, one report of cattle out and one civil 
paper served.
3:17 p.m. – Report of a fire alarm 
going off in the 400 block of Colorado. 
Everything was okay.
6:36 p.m. – Call of a juvenile possibly 
playing with fire on Nebraska.
9:39 p.m. – Officer checked on a 
suspicious van. Advised all was okay.

Wednesday, October 2, 2019
During this day there were three traffic 
stops and one civil papers served.
8 a.m. – Report of a blue heeler out at the 
school. Owner was contacted.
8:56 a.m. – Medic needed for a female 
that has fallen. Medic took patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.
10:11 a.m. – Welfare check was needed 
for a juvenile male.
10:36 a.m. – Medic needed at James 
Crabtree Correctional Center. Medic took 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
6:31 p.m. – Report of liquid substance 
spewing out of the ground on the south 
side of the road 2 miles west on Greer 
Road.

Thursday, October 3, 2019
During this day there were eight traffic 
stops.
7:56 a.m. – Caller advised of a car in the 
ditch at U.S. Highway 64 and County 
Road 630. Advised a lady was outside the 
car and was okay. 

Friday, October 4, 2019

During this day there were eight traffic 
stops and a report of cattle out.
2:56 p.m. – Welfare check needed on 
Oklahoma Highway 8.
10:04 p.m. – Medic needed in the 400 
block of 6th Street.

Saturday, October 5, 2019
During this day there were seven traffic 
stops.
2:08 a.m. – Resident alarm on County 
Road 750 went off. Everything was okay.
6:58 a.m. – Commercial alarm went off. 
Officer advised everything is okay.
2 p.m. – Woods County advised of a 
domestic in progress in Carmen. 

Sunday, October 6, 2019
During this day there were 15 traffic 
stops.
3:24 a.m. – Residential burglar alarm 
went off in the 800 block of Grand. 
Everything was okay.
1:04 a.m. – Medical alarm going off in 
the 200 block of Broadway. 
8:01 p.m. – Caller advised of a male who 
got drunk and smashed his truck into 
his wife’s car, then drove away. Officers 
advised since it happened on private 
property it would be a civil matter, but the 
wife wanted to press charges.
10:58 p.m. – Caller advised of a reckless 
driver headed north on OK-8.

Monday, October 7, 2019
During this day there was one traffic stop.
9:24 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 
having health problems. Medic took the 
patient to Share Medical Center.

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs
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Reporter/Photographer
Part Time

Good writing skills required.
Must be available flexible

hours including some nights
and weekends. Must be able
to write and edit stories and

photos on deadline.
Pay depends on experience

and proven ability.

Send resume, references and
samples of work to:

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK 73717
marione@alvareviewcourier.net
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Criminal Filings
Timothy Ball has been charged with 

domestic battery. 
Civil Filings

Lawrence Rausch vs. City of Sharon: 
other tort.

Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 
and Physicians Clinic vs. Tina Herd: 
other.

Limited Civil Filings
Unifund CCR LLC vs. James L. 

Evans: debt collection.
Credit Acceptance Corporation vs. 

Shawn Harbert: debt collection.
LVNV Funding Inc. vs. Natalie 

Cheever: debt collection.
Midland Funding LLC vs. Kaley 

Stoner: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Nadia 

Williams: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Linda 

Weve: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Patty 

Wills: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Michael 

Schmidt: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Abbigail 

Holden: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Travis D. 

Fouctch: debt collection.
Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 

and Physicians vs. Hope Gonzalez: debt 
collection.

Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 
and Physicians vs. Brenda Pettit: debt 
collection.

Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 
and Physicians vs. Jose Miguel 

Hernandez: debt collection.
Credit Management Services Inc. vs. 

Linda Kaiser: debt collection.
Credit Management Services Inc. vs. 

Adam Miller: debt collection.
Small Claim Filings

Beth Conaway vs. Colby Sartain.
Traffic Filings

The following people received 
speeding tickets (fines are in 
parentheses): Tiffany Jeanne Beierle 
($153); Joshua Yale Burden ($171); 
Juandre De Villiers ($201); John Robert 
Dobson ($171); Kayan Domnick ($171); 
Malayna Renee Mckitrick ($159); 
Autumn Marie Rickard ($159); Joshua 
Caleb Skipper ($153); Harold E. Stall 
($153); Zane James Thompson ($165) 
and again ($171).

Barber County court filings

Real Estate Transfers
Book 144 page 440: HMS Ranch 

LLC conveys unto Bode S. Bond and 
Steven G. Bond. All that part of the east 
half of the northeast quarter of section 8 
and the north half of the northwest quar-
ter of section 9, lying south of Ridge 
Road, and the southwest quarter of the 
northeast and the southeast quarter of 
the northwest quarter and the east half of 
the southwest quarter and the southeast 
quarter of section 9, township 31 south, 
range 11 West of the 6th PM. Warranty 
deed.

Book 144 page 441: Allan J. Maze 
and Patricia A. Maze, husband and wife, 
unto Allan J., Maze and Patricia A. 
Maze, husband and wife. A tract of land 
located in the south half of the northeast 
quarter of section 14, township 33 south, 

range 13 west of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kanas. Joint tenancy warranty 
deed.

Book 144 page 442: Edwards Ser-
vices LLC unto Josh Graham and Shiloh 
Graham, husband and wife. The north 
26.5 feet of lot 2, all of lot 3, and the 
south 10 feet of lot 4, all in block 1 in 
McCleary’s second addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge. Joint tenancy war-
ranty deed.

Book 144 page 443: Olla Mae Ab-
bott, a single person, unto Erica Gwen 
Hansen. The south 65 feet of lots 15, 16, 
and 17 in block 13 in the City of Kiowa. 
Warranty deed.

Book 144 page 453: Mike G. Lacore 
and Shelie A. Lacore, husband and wife, 
unto Lena L. Bentley. Lots 16, 17, 18, 19 
and 20 in block 20 in the City of Sharon, 

Kansas. Quit claim deed.
Mortgages

Book 144 page 224: Erica Gwen Hansen, 
unmarried woman, to The SunTrust 
Bank. The south 65 feet of lots 15, 16, 
and 17 in block 13 in the City of Kiowa, 
Barber County. Note: $25,037.00.
Book 144 page 241: Bode S. Bond 
and Joni Kay Bond, husband and wife, 
and Steven G. Bond, and Pamela Jean 
Bond, husband and wife, to all that part 
of the east half of the northeast quarter 
of section 8 and the north half of the 
northwest quarter of section 9, lying 
south of ridge road  and the southwest 
quarter of the north quarter and the 
southeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter or section 9, township 31 south, 
range 11 west of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kansas. Note: $349,600.00.
Book 144 page 323: Rolland J. Lytle and 
Madelyn S. Lytle, trustees of the Rolland 
J. Lytle Revocable Trust and Madelyn S. 
Lytle and Rolland J. Lytle, trustees of 
the Madelyn S. Lytle Revocable Trust, 
to BancCentral, National Association. 
The southeast quarter of the southeast 
quarter of section 12 township 33 south, 
range 13 West of the 6th PM., Barber 
County, Kansas. Note: $110,000.00.

Barber County real estate transactions
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September 30, 2019
Barber County Sheriff office (BASO) 

responded to cattle out on Papoose 
Avenue.

BASO responded to suspicious 
vehicle on North Valley Road.

October 1, 2019
Medicine Lodge Police Department 

(MLPD) responded to a commercial 
alarm at Casey’s.

MLPD responded to a citizen 
complaint on Guffey Street.

BASO responded to criminal damage 
to property in Sharon.

MLPD responded to an accident at 
the Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital.

BASO responded to traffic hazard on 
Iliff Street.

BASO and MLPD responded to 
possible theft in Lake City.

MLPD responded to possible 
burglary on Curry Lane.

MLPD and BASO responded to 
Horizons.

BASO did a VIN inspection on North 
Walnut.

MLPD and BASO responded to Stolp 
Street for burglary.

MLPD responded to damage to 
property on North Cedar.

MLPD and BASO responded to 
suspicious person at North Walnut.

October 2, 2019
Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) 

responded to a hit and run on 8th Street.
BASO and MLPD responded to a 

reckless driver on U.S. Highway 281.
BASO responded to a lost cow on 

Rodeo Drive.
KWPD responded to a citizen 

complaint on 5th Street.
MLPD responded to a loose dog on 

Goodview.
BASO responded to cattle out on US-

281.
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

suspicious activity on South Cherry.
MLPD and BASO responded to a 

disturbance on North Cedar.
October 3, 2019

KWPD and BASO responded to a 
vehicle accident on Kansas Highway 2.

BASO responded to accident on 
North US-281.

KWPD responded to theft on 
Robinson Street.

MLPD responded to request to speak 
to officer at the grade school.

BASO did a VIN inspection at the 

hospital.
MLPD responded to suspicious 

person on South Spring.
MLPD responded to missing child on 

Guffey.
MLPD responded to Black Gold for 

found objects.
MLPD, BASO and Medicine Lodge 

EMS responded to a noise disturbance 
on North Oak.

October 4, 2019
MLPD responded to suspicious 

activity on South Iliff.
Kiowa EMS responded to the Kiowa 

Manor.
MLPD responded to North Oak for 

criminal damage to property.
KWPD did a VIN inspection on 

South 4th.
KWPD did a VIN inspection on 7th.
MLPD responded to Elm for dog call.
KWPD, Kiowa Fire Department and 

Kiowa EMS responded to residential 
alarm on Marvin Street.

KWPD responded to citizen 
complaint on Rumsey.

BASO did a VIN inspection.
BASO did a civil standby on Drumm 

Street.
BASO sis a welfare check in Lake 

City.
October 5, 2019

MLPD responded to a citizen 
complaint on Stolp Street.

BASO responded to cattle out on Tri 
City.

MLPD and BASO responded to North 
Market street for suspicious activity.

MLPD responded to motor assist on 
Iliff.

October 6, 2019
BASO responded to 911 call in 

Kiowa.
BASO investigated a suspicious 

person on Rumsey Street.
BASO and MLPD responded to a 

disturbance on southeast Papoose Road.
BASO responded to cattle out on the 

Hardtner Shortcut.
BASO responded to accident on KS-

2.
MLPD responded to a suspicious 

person on South Iliff.
MLPD did a welfare check on Market 

Street.
KWPD did a civil standby on Drumm 

Street.
ARRESTS

Matthew Lee Schultz, Medicine 

Lodge, W/M, 29.  Arrested By BASO.  
Charges: probation violation.

Michael Shane Giddeon, Medicine 
Lodge, W/M, 45.   Arrested by MLPD.  
Charges: disorderly conduct, criminal 
damage to property, use/possess with 
intent to use drug paraphernalia into 
human body, Interference with law 
enforcement officer. Released on Oct. 3, 
2019.

Dalton Ray Cope, Sharon, W/M, 27.  
Arrested by MLPD.  Charges: battery. 
Released Oct. 3, 2019, on surety bond.

Steven Tyler McLemore, W/M, 27.  
Arrested by MLPD.   Charges:  theft 
of property or service, criminal threat, 
resisting arrest.

John Patrick Flaherty, Hutchinson, 
W/M, 49.  Arrest by BASO.  Charges: 
warrant arrest.

Oaklee Mae Grant, Hardtner, W/F, 
35.  Arrested by BASO.  Charges:  
warrant arrest. Released Oct. 6, 2019, on 
bond.

Kynan James Brown, Pratt, W/M, 
45.  Arrested by Kansas Highway Patrol 
(KHP).  Charges:  driving under the 
influence; incapable of safely driving. 
Released Oct. 6, 2019, on bond.

Rene Rivera Rodriguez, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, 38, W/M. Arrested by BASO. 
Charges: operating a motor vehicle 
without a valid license, Maximum speed 
limits. Released Oct. 6, 2019.

Fire/EMS
September 31, 2019

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 
North Walnut.

October 1, 2019
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

South Cherry.
October 2, 2019

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 
North Cedar.

October 3, 2019
Kiowa EMS responded to Kiowa 

Manor.
Kiowa EMS and Kiowa Fire 

Department responded to a residential 
fire alarm on Marvin Street.

October 5, 2019
Medicine Lodge Fire Department 

responded to South Walnut.
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

South Cherry.
October 6, 2019

Hazelton Fire Department, Kiowa 
Fire Department and Kiowa EMS 
responded to accident on KS-2.

Barber County Sheriff’s Office logs
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