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By Yvonne Miller
It’s nothing new or unexpected that 

the City of Kiowa, Kansas will increase 
their water rates in increments over 
time. It’s necessary to make payments 
on the approximate $8 million waterline 
replacement project that is about to 
begin. At a special meeting November 2 
the subject was discussed. 

Phil Fishburn, a certified planner of 
Wichita attended the meeting to discuss 
water rates. Mayor Bill Watson said the 
city will have to increase water rates 
in a stair step process (over three to 
five years) to make the first payment 
on the loan. The first payment is due 
when the project is finished. That date is 
anticipated in 2023. Fishburn will help 

the council move forward with a water 
rate structure. He’ll attend future council 
meetings. The project will be put out for 
bid.

Other City of Kiowa Business 
A surveillance camera system 

for the city office, council chambers, 
community building and city shops was 
approved by council. The public will be 
able to watch the live feed. The price tag 
is approximately $8700 and will paid for 
with COVID money. The cost was about 
$200 more than the COVID money. 
Watson said this is the same company 
and system used by Kiowa’s O.K. Co-op 
and the Kiowa District Hospital.

The mayor said the budget will 
be finished in another month or two. 

Jayhawk Solutions is almost finished 
with rebuilding the city’s accounting 
data for the 2019 budget. Watson 
reminded that in 2019 a virus got into 
the city’s computer system and all 
the city’s accounting data and other 
information was lost. He said the city’s 
documents have been recovered through 
Kansas Blueprint in Salina who scanned 
Kiowa’s documents of permanent city 
records (should be kept permanently). 
They are stored in the salt mines at 
Hutchinson. 

A boom on the city’s smallest bucket 
truck had a defect. Altec approved to 
replace the defective section of boom. 
Then the truck can pass inspection and 
be put back in the field. 

Kiowa’s water rates to increase next three 
to five years to pay for improved system

Candidates for the boards of education 
in nine Alfalfa County school districts 
will file their declarations of candidacy 
beginning at 8 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 7, and 
continuing Tuesday, Dec. 8 and Wednesday, 
Dec. 9, Alfalfa County Election Board 
Secretary Kelly Stein said today. 

Stein said the official filing period 
ends at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 9. All 
candidate filings will occur at the Alfalfa 
County Election Board office, 602 W. 5th 
St. Ste 3, Cherokee, Stein said.  

The board of education positions 
at stake will be filled at the Board of 
Education Primary Election scheduled for 
Feb. 9, 2021, and the Board of Education 

General Election on Tuesday, April 6, 2021. 
If only two candidates file, the position will 
be filled at the general election. If more 
than two candidates file, a primary election 
will be held. If no candidate receives more 
than 50 percent of the total votes cast in 
the primary election, the two candidates 
receiving the highest number of votes will 
meet in the general election.  

Candidates may file for the following 
offices:  

Burlington School District — Office 
No. 1 (five-year term)

Cherokee School District — Office No. 
1 (five-year term)  

Timberlake School District — Office 

No. 1 (five-year term)  
Aline-Cleo School District — Office 

No. 1 (five-year term) 
Alva School District — Office No. 1 

(five-year term)  
Chisholm School District — Office No. 

1 (five-year term)  
Medford School District — Office No. 

1 (five-year term)  
Ringwood School District — Office 

No. 1 (five-year term)  
Northwest Technology Center — Zone 

No. 1 (five-year term)  
For more information, contact the 

Alfalfa County Election Board at 580-596-
2718.

School board candidate filing 
set to begin Monday, Dec. 7 
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As football playoffs continue, 
basketball gears up
By Marione Martin

With high school football playoffs 
underway, basketball season is on 

the horizon. Alva 
Middle School 
has already begun 
play, and Alva 
High School begins 
basketball on Dec. 
1 with home games 
against Chisholm. 
Special protocols 
will be in place 
for more physical 
distancing among 
fans. The number of 

tickets will be limited.
If you’ve been missing Northwestern 

Oklahoma State University sports, 
there’s relief on the horizon. The Great 
American Conference (GAC) canceled 
all sports through Dec. 31. On Monday, 
they announced start dates for basketball, 
volleyball and women’s soccer. 

League basketball play begins 
Thursday, Jan. 7, with Southern 
Nazarene at Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University. The GAC will have a 
20-game divisional schedule.

Volleyball begins a 10-week, 
10-match schedule opening Tuesday, 
Jan. 26, and running through Tuesday, 
March 30. In the opener, East Central 

will face Northwestern Oklahoma State.
Women’s soccer starts Saturday, 

Feb. 20, locally with East Central 
at Northwestern Oklahoma State, 
according to the news release from 
Eric Moyer, associate commissioner for 
communications for the GAC.

Several area 8-man football teams 
are in the second round of playoffs 
Friday night. The Cherokee Chiefs will 
host the Balko-Forgan Bison at 7 p.m. 
Friday. In regular season play Cherokee 
was 8-1 while Balko was 0-9. 

Timberlake will also have a Friday 
night home game at 7 p.m. in Helena 
against Oaks Mission. Timberlake had 
a regular season record of 10-0 while 
the Oaks Mission Warriors are 4-3. The 
Timberlake Tigers drew a bye in the first 
round of playoffs. Oaks Mission was 
scheduled to play Deer Creek-Lamont 
on Nov. 13 but the game was canceled 
due to Covid.

The Waynoka Railroaders will travel 
to Maysville Friday night for a 7 p.m. 
game. Waynoka has a 9-1 regular season 
record while Maysville is 9-2. Last 
Friday, Waynoka defeated Paoli 58-6 
to advance while Maysville beat Corn 
Bible 60-26.

I hope the indoor sports activities 
don’t contribute to a rise in Covid cases 
among students and fans.

Gov. Stitt enacts new rules for bars, restaurants Covid Fatigue
While the number of active Covid 

cases is rising across the U.S., a lot of 
us are feeling Covid fatigue. We’re tired 
of all the news about the virus and ready 
to get back to normal. Unfortunately, it 
looks like we’ll have to stick it out for a 
few more months. We had some respite 
during the summer as restrictions were 
relaxed, but we’d better prepare for a 
tightening in the next few months.

On Monday, Oklahoma Governor 
Kevin Stitt announced new restrictions 
on restaurants and bars to begin 
Thursday, Nov. 19. Restaurants must 
ensure that all tables are six feet apart. 
If they can’t stay six feet apart, they 
can install properly sanitized dividers 
between tables, booths and bar areas. 
Also, all bars and restaurants must close 
each night at 11 p.m. However, curbside 
and drive-through areas may still remain 
open.

Stitt also instructed all state 
employees to wear face masks at work 
starting Tuesday, Nov. 19, and anyone 
visiting state buildings will also be 
required to wear a mask. 

Last week I talked with Adam 
Jordan, administrator at Beadles 
Nursing Home in Alva. At that time, 
they had three residents who tested 
positive for Covid-19. On Monday, that 
number increased to seven, according to 
Beadles’ Facebook post. Even though 
Beadles has stopped any visitation, 
their staff members live in the area and 
are exposed to other members of the 
community. This community spread 
is very dangerous for older and often 
medically compromised residents of 
nursing homes. Jordan urged everyone 
to be considerate of this risk by wearing 
facemasks in public places and keeping 
a six foot distance as well as washing 
hands often. Share Convalescent Home 
in Alva reports no active cases among 
residents at this time and only one staff 
member testing positive.

Bill Johnson Correctional Center in 
Alva is also experiencing an outbreak 
with 67 active cases among inmates 
and staff reported as of Tuesday. James 
Crabtree Correctional Center in Helena 
reported 87 positive cases on Tuesday.
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Obituaries
CINDY ADELE COHLMIA 

Cindy Adele Cohlmia, daughter 
of the late Sam and Margurite Lorice 

(Razook) Cohlmia, 
was born June 11, 
1952, in Waynoka, 
Oklahoma, and passed 
away November 8, 
2020, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, at 
the age of 68 years, 4 
months and 28 days. 

She was cremated at her request under 
the direction of Marshall Funeral Home 
of Waynoka LLC. Services will be held 
at a later date. 

Cindy graduated from Waynoka 
High School with the Class of 1970. She 
then obtained her bachelor’s degree in 
education from Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University. She taught school in 
Woodward before accepting a position 
in the Enid School System. 

She was a member of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in Wichita, Kansas. 

Besides her parents, she was preceded 
in death by one sister, Becky Cohlmia. 

Cindy is survived by one sister, Debra 
Sisemore of Elk City; one nephew, Derek 
Sisemore and wife, Stacey, of Ardmore, 
and their children, Drake Sisemore (of El 
Dorado, Kansas) and Shepherd Sisemore 
(of Ardmore); one niece, Devin Seager 
of Oklahoma City and her daughter, 
Sadie Adele Seager of Oklahoma City; 
her brother-in-law, Harbour Whitaker 
of Marlow, Oklahoma; two nephews, 
Parrish Whitaker and wife Melissa from 
Edmond and Drew Whitaker and wife 
Taylor and children Margot and Tommy 
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana; other 
relatives and many friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation 
for heart research. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

DANIEL SCOTT COUNTRYMAN
On Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 

Daniel Countryman went to his heavenly 
home. He was born on October 24, 1959, 
in Eureka, Kansas, to Garry and Pat 
Countryman. Daniel had many friends, 
and he did not know a stranger. He had 
spent many years with the Masons and 

Barber County Shriners.
Daniel was preceded in death by 

his grandad Scott, grandmother Scott, 
granddad Countryman and grandmother 
Countryman.

He is survived by his significant 
other, Robin Pinkerton of Kiowa, 
Kansas; his daughter, Christina 
McMurray and husband Mack of Kiowa, 
Kansas; his daughter, Ashley Williams 
and husban Jeremy of Wichita, Kansas; 
his son, Scott Countryman of Kiowa, 
Kansas; step-daughter, Misty Abott of 
Pratt, Kansas; parents, Garry and Pat 
Countryman of Hardtner, Kansas; sister, 
Debbie Meitl and husband Charlie 
of Hardtner, Kansas; sister, Rhonda 
Scott of Tacoma, Washington; brother, 
Russell Countryman and wife Tammy 
of Hardtner, Kansas; 15 grandchildren; 
one great- grandson; four nieces and one 
nephew.

Graveside services for Daniel were 
held Tuesday, November 17, 2020, at 
2 p.m. at Hardtner-Elwood Cemetery 
with arrangements by Lanman Funeral 
Home, Inc. Online condolences may be 
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials may be given to the 
funeral home on behalf of the family.

VICKIE L. McDONALD 
Vickie L. McDonald, 67, of Medicine 

Lodge, Kansas, died Tuesday, November 
10, 2020. 

She was born on 
June 19, 1953, in 
Hardtner, Kansas, the 
daughter of Norman 
Long and Doris 
(Griem) Long. On 
September 30, 1972, 
she married Robert 
“Bob” McDonald. He 

survives. 
Vickie was a homemaker and co-

owner of Bob’s Roustabout. She was a 
member of the First Christian Church, 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas. 

Surviving in addition to her 
husband, Bob McDonald, are two sons, 
Jon (Angela) McDonald and Luke 
McDonald, all of Medicine Lodge, 
Kansas; one daughter, Lynda McDonald 
of Medicine Lodge, Kansas; eight 
grandchildren, Dylan, Evan, Haedan and 
Nathan McDonald, Cassidy and Daxton 
Brown, and Sierra and Adler McDonald; 

three great-grandchildren, Charlotte, 
Caroline and Cayne McDonald; one 
brother, Jim Long of Tulsa. 

Vickie was preceded in death by her 
parents, Norman and Doris Long, and by 
two brothers, Grant and George Long. 

Graveside services were held on 
Saturday, November 14, 2020, at 10:30 
a.m. at the Highland Cemetery, Medicine 
Lodge, Kansas, with Pastor Tom Walters 
officiating. 

Memorials may be made to the 
American Legion Post 69 in care of the 
funeral home. 

Condolences may be left at www.
larrisonmortuary.com. 

CHRISTOPHER EDWARD 
THOMAS 

Christopher Edward Thomas, the son 
of Donald and Karen (Hart) Thomas, was 

born on July 9, 1974, 
in Alva, Oklahoma. As 
a man of adventure, 
he passed away on 
November 14, 2020, 
at the age of 46 while 
hunting with friends 
outside of Dodge City, 
Kansas. 

He graduated from Alva High School 
in 1992. Chris attended Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M College and Oklahoma 
State University, were he graduated with 
agricultural economics/finance minor 
from both universities. Chris reflected 
that his college years were some of the 
best times of his life as we meet such 
an outstanding network of friends and 
agricultural pillars. He later received 
his master’s degree from the Graduate 
School of Banking in Colorado. 

On December 26, 1998, he and Tara 
(Bisel) Thomas were united in marriage 
in Cripple Creek, Colorado. To this union, 
their only child, Falynn Thomas, was born 
on October 4, 2010. 

Chris worked for Alva State Bank 
for 26 years. He was very dedicated to 
his work and treasured his clients and 
bank family. He loved to help people! He 
dedicated himself to farmers and agri-
businessmen throughout the region. Chris 
was known by all for his smile, sense of 
humor and his genuine kindness. He had 

 See Obits Page 39
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By Marione Martin
Prisons are again added to the 

number of active cases of Covid in 
area communities. On Tuesday, the 
Oklahoma Department of Corrections 
listed 67 active cases at Bill Johnson 
Correctional Center in Alva and 87 
testing positive at James Crabtree 
Correctional Center in Helena. The 
numbers include both inmates and staff.

As a result, Alva is listed with 147 
active cases. Subtracting the BJCC 
cases still leaves 80 others in Alva. On 
the other hand, Helena has 89 cases, 

and if JCCC cases are subtracted that 
leaves two other active cases.

The Oklahoma State Health 
Department (OSHD) shows Alfalfa 
County with 94 active cases on Tuesday. 
These include the 89 at Helena, six at 
Cherokee, two at Carmen, one at Jet, 
one at Burlington and one in Goltry. 
City numbers don’t always add up to 
the county numbers. 

Woods County had 154 cases with 
147 in Alva, four at Waynoka, three at 
Dacoma, and two at Freedom. 

In other counties in the area, 

Woodward County is listed with 217 
active cases, Major County with 106 
and Harper County with 30. Garfield 
County has 217 active cases.

Although the additional 1,551 
new cases for the state on Tuesday’s 
report is lower than in previous days, 
the number of active cases in the 
state is listed at 28,807 with 1,381 
hospitalized. Covid has claimed the 
lives of 1,544 people in Oklahoma this 
year. 

For more information, go to 
coronavirus.health.ok.gov.

Area prisons have increasing 
numbers of Covid cases

State Sen. Roland Pederson was 
officially sworn in for his second four-
year term in the Oklahoma State Senate 
on Monday. The Burlington Republican 
represents communities in Alfalfa, 
Garfield, Grant and Kay counties. 

Due to increased community spread, 
the oath of office ceremony was held 
in small groups in the Senate chamber 
to accommodate for Covid-19 safety 
protocols. 

During his first term, Pederson served 
as the vice chairman of the Agriculture 
and Wildlife committee. He also sat on 
the Natural Resources and Regulatory 
Services committee and both the Education 

and General Government committees. He 
supported and helped passed a historic 
teacher pay raise for Oklahoma educators 
and a cost-of-living adjustment for retired 
state employees. Pederson also served as a 
voice for rural interests. 

“We were able to make strides in 
supporting our educators, law enforcement 
officers and other state employees over 
the last four years, and I’m excited to see 
what we accomplish next,” Pederson said. 
“2020 has no doubt been a challenging 
year for all of us due to Covid-19, and 
it’s going to be important that we come 
together as a legislature to help the people 
of Oklahoma move forward during these 

Sen. Pederson sworn in for second term 
trying times.” 

The Senate will hold a one-day 
organizational meeting on Jan. 5 and 
will kick-off the First Session of the 58th 
Legislature on Feb. 1. 
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By Yvonne Miller 
There’s lots of noise and activity 

going on at the Kiowa District Hospital. 
That’s as building of the new wellness 
and therapy addition on the south end of 
the hospital is ongoing. 

Kiowa District Hospital Board of 
Directors President Pat Myers called 
the Oct. 27 regular monthly meeting to 
order in the hospital lobby. Members 
present were Chantae Simpson, Jim 
Parker and Jeff Miller (via Teams). 
Hospital CEO and CFO Janell Goodno 
attended, as did Operations/IT Director/
Manor Administrator Phillip Anton. 
Also attending were Chief of Staff Dr. 
Paul Wilhelm, Business Office Manager 
Tara Girty, Hospital DON Robyn 
Whitaker, Manor DON Robin Davis (via 
Teams), Clinic Manager Lacey Volker 
and Foundation President Judy Schrock. 

An update on the wellness and 
therapy new addition topped the agenda. 
Goodno said that in working with the 
general contractor, Hutton Construction 
of Wichita, they’ve trimmed costs. She 
listed the cost of this building project 
as $1,753,637. Since the meeting the 
workers have been setting steel and 
more. A goal is to have the addition 
enclosed by mid-December.

This Nov. 16 photo shows the construction progress of the new wellness and ther-
apy addition at Kiowa District Hospital in Kiowa, Kansas. The building should 
be enclosed by mid-December. The contractor is Hutton Construction of Wichi-
ta. Photo by Yvonne Miller

New addition moving forward, 
three provider contracts
approved at KDH Board meeting

Following an executive session at the 
end of the meeting, the board voted to 
approve the contracts of the hospital and 
clinic’s three providers: Wilhelm; Kirk 
Bliss, D.O.; and Melissa Stroh, PA-C. 
The board also approved the monthly 
risk management report for the manor. 

Hospital and Manor Statistics and 
Financials

Goodno presented the statistics 
and financial reports for the month of 
September. The hospital had 14 total 
admissions for 67 days of acute and 
swing-bed care. Of those, 45 were 
swing-bed days. Outpatient visits totaled 
585, of which 315 were lab. Clinic visits 
totaled 404. She noted that numbers 
of visits are gradually climbing to pre-
Covid levels. 

For September, the hospital showed 
a profit of $39,290. That total derived 
from $496,416 net patient revenue and 

$577,995 total operating expenses. 
This made a loss of $81,580. However, 
Goodno said KDH received more 
tax money from Barber County than 
expected: $120,451. With a total of 
$120,870 non-operating revenue, the 
hospital showed a profit of $39,290. At 
the end of September, the hospital was 
in the black $4,654,100, which Goodno 
reminds is substantially Covid money.

The day of the board meeting, the 
manor patient census was 21, of which 
seven were private pay. For September 
the manor showed a profit of $20,454. 
That figure came from total operating 
revenue of $125,342 and total operating 
expenses of $162,630. This made a loss 
of $37,288. With $5,692 mainly tax 
revenue and $52,050 of Covid stimulus 

 See KDH  Page 39
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By Yvonne Miller
A call Tuesday to the Barber County 

(Kansas) Health Department to get the 
latest number of Covid-19 cases found 
that three of four employees there have 
been sick with the virus. 

Tuesday, Marilyn Vierthaler at the 
health department said that since March 
when they started counting Covid-19 
cases they’ve had about 158 cases and 
nearly 20 of them are active in Barber 
County.

The Newsgram contacted some area 
folks who survived the virus and were 
willing to share their story. Those follow.

Schrocks
At age 73, Mark and Judy Schrock 

are longtime residents of Kiowa. 
This summer their son Nathan, 41 of 
Manhattan, Kansas, came home to help 
with wheat harvest. “I sat on a combine 
for 10 days,” Nathan said. He was just 
around his parents. 

Before Nathan came to Kiowa for 
harvest, in mid-June he said that he went 
out for dinner in an outdoor setting and 
wore a mask. “That’s the first thing I had 
done since the lockdown started,” he 
said, emphasizing that he was careful.

Nathan drove back to Manhattan 
from Kiowa, was tired and decided to 
stop and get a pizza to take home. 

“My son said how good the pizza 
smelled and I realized I couldn’t smell 
it.” He couldn’t taste it either and he 
tried to explain it by all the wheat dust 
he was around that could cause the 
problem. “I never had a fever or cough. 
There were a couple days I felt like I hit 
a wall and needed a nap.” He got tested 
on a Tuesday and didn’t get the positive 
results until the following Tuesday. 

Although his case was mild, Nathan 
said, “I think Covid is for real and people 
need to be careful. I had not been around 
a soul.” He thinks he may have got the 
virus from his kids or the waitress at that 
outdoor restaurant.

Mark and Judy were tested at 
the Kiowa District Hospital. He was 
negative; however, Judy tested positive. 
“I was the No. 2 case in Barber County,” 
she said. Fortunately for Judy, she never 
experienced any Covid symptoms.

An interesting twist to Judy’s story 
is that she’s donated blood twice since 
July. Both times she tested positive for 
the antibodies. “But, nobody knows how 

long the antibodies last,” she said. 
MacKinney

Kiowa woman Teresa MacKinney, 
who is a wife and mother, said she has 
allergies so she didn’t think anything 
was unusual when she had a runny nose 
and cough the first day. “Then I had a 
really bad headache that medicine didn’t 
really touch,” she said. MacKinney, age 
31, said that headache lasted four to five 
days.

“The worst part was I had zero 
energy and slept a bunch,” MacKinney 
said. “I had a fever of 102.4 and was 
sick six days.” She felt sick before she 
got a Rapid Test at Share Medical Center 
in Alva. Of course, her husband and 
children had to quarantine.

“I just texted, rested and drank 
water,” MacKinney said. “I had a mild 
case. We had awesome support from 
our church family and the community. 
We’re lucky to live in this community – 
we are blessed.” 

MacKinney concluded, “Overall, for 
the most part, it’s not something to be 
afraid of. Just rest when you don’t feel 
good.” 

Croft
Burlington School Superintendent 

Dr. Stacey Croft said her first symptom 
of Covid-19 was shortness of breath as 
she did her daily walk from the school 
to the post office. She lost her sense of 
taste and smell. 

Then she got really sick. Croft, age 
53, has asthma and a compromised 
immune system. She’s had previous lung 
issues. “The shortness of breath was 
something we were concerned about – 
and a heavy feeling in my chest.” Other 
symptoms she listed were congestion, 
indigestion and heartburn. 

“I went to the emergency room three 
times,” she said. “I hurt from head to 
toe.” She was down for three weeks. 

Covid-19 survivors tell 
how they were affected
‘On a scale of one to ten, it was about a two for me’; ‘For the most 
part, it’s not something to be scared of’; ‘I hurt from head to toe and 
made three trips to the emergency room’

 See Covid  Page 32
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By Yvonne Miller 
South Barber eighth-grader Cody 

Tomberlin won the VFW Patriot’s Pen 
contest from among the 12 members of 
his class. Retired English teacher Melva 
Armbruster judged the entries. He stood 
at the podium at Kiowa’s Veterans Day 
Program and read his speech. 

The gymnasium is usually filled with 
cheering students from pre-K to high 
school, local veterans and members of 

the public who want to honor veterans. 
Students perform patriotic music 
with the littlest children excitedly 
waving flags as they sing. Veterans are 
recognized individually. But because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, the crowd 
was limited to mainly students, teachers 
and staff. The public was asked to stay 
home to help combat the spread of the 
virus. School officials still saw that the 
program was respectful to veterans. 
Vietnam veteran Bob Drake spoke 
about his service in the U.S. Army. The 
program was streamed live on the USD 
255 Facebook page and can be seen on 
the school’s website southbarber.com.

Tomberlin is one of thousands of 
sixth- through eighth-graders nationwide 
who compete in the Patriot’s Pen contest 
sponsored by Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and Auxiliary. He is the son of 
Sarah Murrow and step-father Derek 
Murrow. The Kiowa VFW Post 5982 
and Auxiliary sponsor on the local level 
and award monetary gifts to winners. 
Winning entries from individual posts 
go to the district level and those winners 
advance to nationals. The top prize this 
year is $5,000 and an all-expense paid 
trip for two to Washington, D.C.

Participants write a 300- to 400-word 
essay with the year’s theme selected by 
the national commander. The theme this 
year is “What is Patriotism to Me?” 

Tomberlin’s essay follows:
What is Patriotism to Me? 

By Cody Tomberlin
I believe that patriotism is working 

and earning something for yourself. I 
At Kiowa’s Veterans Day program, 
eighth-grader Cody Tomberlin pres-
ents his winning Patriot’s Pen essay. 

Tomberlin wins Patriot’s Pen
essay contest, presents at South 
Barber Veterans Day program

believe that patriotism is being a good 
person. I believe that patriotism is not 
something that is just given.

We have to take a chance. We have to 
try to be our best. We have to dig deep. 
I believe everybody has to be kind and 
courageous. In this year of challenging 
times of 2020, patriotism is difficult to 
define, but we have to persevere through 
all the hatred and all the lies. We have 
to want it. We have to do the right thing.

I think we should all be as courageous 
as we can. We can all be strong. We can 
all be courteous. We can all be kind. 
We can all persevere. We can all be 
determined to do our best.

I believe that everyone has the 
strength to be patriotic, but most are just 
too passive. Everyone always complains 
and argues that there is not enough 
patriotism in America, but the fact of the 
matter is that if we all show patriotism 
instead of questioning others’ it will 
make our country stronger and more 
unified.

America used to show an abundance 
of patriotism, but now we struggle with 
forfeiture and catastrophe. Our flag flies 
today because of patriotism of the past, 
though we have many differences in both 
our beliefs and our opinions, we can all 
show patriotism in everything we do. It’s 
a great day to show patriotism.

When we show patriotism we make 
each other stronger. Let’s all work 
together in our everyday life to show 
patriotism. Patriotism to me is freedom. 
It is courage. It is showing our founding 
fathers we are worthy and proud of this 
country. Patriotism is a way of life. 
Patriotism is the way I want to live my 
life. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – The number 
of weekly new Covid cases in nursing 
homes in the U.S. hit a record high this 
month, and the cause is community 
spread among the general population. 
That’s according to a report released 
today by the American Health Care 
Association and National Center for 
Assisted Living (AHCA/NCAL), 
a national nonprofit organization 
representing nursing homes and assisted 
living communities providing care to 
approximately five million people each 
year.

Recent data released by Johns 
Hopkins University and the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) show that with the recent spike 
in new Covid cases in the general U.S. 
population, weekly nursing home cases 
are also on the rise. 

According to Johns Hopkins 
University, weekly new Covid cases 
in the general U.S. population rose 
by 140 percent to 572,613,527 new 
cases the week of Nov. 1. A correlating 
uptick in new cases in nursing homes 
occurred when cases in the surrounding 
community started rising back in mid-
September.
Community Spread Linked to Cases 

in Nursing Homes
As experts have repeatedly noted, 

Covid-19 cases in a surrounding 
community is a top factor in outbreaks in 
nursing homes. University of Chicago’s 
Tamara Konetzka, a nationally 
recognized expert on long-term care, 
recently said, “Trying to protect nursing 
home residents without controlling 
community spread is a losing battle.” 

Dr. David Grabowski, professor of 
Health Care Policy, Harvard Medical 
School recently stated, “The strongest 
predictor of whether or not we’ll 
see cases in [a particular setting] is 
community spread.”

“Our worst fears have come true 
as Covid runs rampant among the 
general population, and long term care 
facilities are powerless to fully prevent 
it from entering due to its asymptomatic 
and pre-symptomatic spread,” stated 

Nursing homes see record 
number of new Covid cases
Nearly 50% of new cases in nursing homes from Midwest states

Mark Parkinson, president and CEO of 
AHCA/NCAL. 

“Our health care heroes are doing 
everything they can to prevent it from 
spreading further, but this level of 
Covid nationwide puts serious strain 
on our workforce, supplies and testing 
capacity,” he continued. “If everybody 
would wear a mask and social 
distance to reduce the level of Covid 
in the community, we know we would 
dramatically reduce these rates in long 
term care facilities.” 

During the first week of November, 
nearly half (47 percent) of new Covid 
cases in nursing homes were from 
Midwest states with major spikes in 
community spread in the upper parts 
of the region. As a result, the Midwest 
region saw a 200 percent increase in 
weekly Covid cases in nursing homes 
since mid-September.

The report also showed Covid-
related deaths in nursing homes have 
risen slightly. Nursing home residents 
are typically older adults with multiple 
chronic conditions, making them most 
vulnerable to Covid-19. Residents of 
long term care facilities account for only 
eight percent of the nation’s cases, but 
40 percent of its deaths. While mortality 
rates have decreased compared to the 
spring due to a better understanding 
of the virus, better treatments and 
government resources to help reduce 
spread, industry leaders remain deeply 

concerned that the rising number of new 
Covid cases in facilities will ultimately 
lead to an increasing number of deaths.

COVID-Related Deaths in U.S. 
Nursing Homes

“We are especially concerned 
that this situation will only get worse 
with Thanksgiving just around the 
corner,” continued Parkinson. “The 
public must realize that their actions 
not only endanger our nation’s most 
vulnerable, but also trigger government 
lockdowns of facilities, keeping these 
residents from their loved ones. This is 
detrimental to their health, well-being 
and happiness. We urge everyone to do 
their part to slow the spread immediately 
and exercise caution when celebrating 
Thanksgiving.”

With rising new Covid cases across 

 See Nursing Page 32
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From left: Justin Morrison, Ray Givens, Brent Stone, Elmo Anderson, Henry Redman, Lewis Hubbell, Darryl Gaddis, 
Ryan Kirkpatrick.

Student council members who participated in Timberlake’s Veterans Day as-
sembly are (from left) Carver Sands, Marlee Pecha, Kinlie Judd, Jack McCoy, 
Joel Pecha, Conner Griffin.              

The Timberlake Student Council 
sponsored a Veterans Assembly on 
Veterans Day, Nov. 11. Student Council 
President Jack McCoy and Vice 
President Joel Pecha were emcees for 
the assembly. 

Student council members Conner 
Griffin and Greysan Ioerger presented 
the colors while Kinlie Judd and Marlee 
Pecha read the flag raising and flag 
lowering script. 

The Timberlake Band performed 
the national anthem. The Timberlake 
Kindergarten class sang “Thank a Vet” 
and “God Bless America,” followed by 
the video “I Fought for You.” 

Carver Sands, Blake Choate and 
Greysan Ioerger greeted the veterans. 
All veterans were recognized and shared 
their branch of service. 

Veteran’s Day assembly 
at Timberlake School
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BOTTOM RIGHT: PRINCIPAL 
SHAFFER HONORS VETERANS 
– South Barber 7-12 Principal Brent 
Shaffer speaks at the school’s Veterans 
Day program. He said, “Veterans Day 
is one of our most sacred days. This 
day honors those men and women of 
all colors and creeds who served and 
sacrificed to preserve the freedoms we 
treasure today. For some of us it’s per-
sonal with family members, for some 
it’s the recognition that all gave some 
and some gave all. But for all of Amer-
ica it is recognition and acknowledg-
ment of your efforts for our freedom!”

ABOVE: DRAKE SERVED WITH 
HONOR – As guest speaker for South 
Barber’s Veterans Day program, Viet-
nam veteran Bob Drake of Kiowa wore 
a cool T-shirt that shows the layout of 
that country where a controversial war 
was fought. Drake’s voice trembled 
with emotion a few times as he recalled 
his service and the disrespect shown to 
American soldiers when they returned 
home to the States. He told of a pass-
erby who “spit in my face” when get-
ting a burger and fries with his army 
buddies. Joining the service in 1967, 
Drake recalled good times too – espe-
cially when he served as a security ana-
lyst and he and his wife, Sandra, got to 
explore Europe. Photo by Yvonne Miller 

SALUTING THE TROOPS – Vietnam veteran Bob Drake and his daughter, 
Danielle Jewell, a teacher at South Barber High School, stand for the Armed 
Forces Medley – specifically for the U.S. Army’s theme song, since Drake served 
in that branch as a soldier and later as a security analyst. This was at South 
Barber’s Veterans Day program, which was different this year due to Covid-19 
restrictions. The public was not invited in an attempt to halt spread of the virus. 
Drake spoke at the program, attended mainly by students and school personnel, 
sharing what he did in Vietnam, serving during the harrowing time of the infa-
mous Tet Offensive. Photo by Yvonne Miller
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HERE’S TO THE FIVE BRANCHES OF MILITARY – South Barber High School students wave the various flags of the 
five branches of the U.S. military as the theme song of each plays in the Armed Forces Medley. South Barber students pic-
tured here honoring veterans at the school’s Veterans Day program are (from left) Lacee Wolf, Kate Pershbacher, Clare 
Pollock, Emilio Perez, Grace Cantrell and Jaden Michael. Photo by Yvonne Miller 

By Stacy Sanborn
Commissioners in Alfalfa County 

didn’t have much to tackle on their 
agenda this week. 

Jay Hague, Stan Tucker, and Marvin 
Woodall did their usual routine of 
signing off on last week’s minutes, 
maintenance and operation warrants 
for payment, and blanket purchase 
orders. Monthly officer reports garnered 
approval too. 

One list item from the agenda was 
about the Alfalfa County Educational 
Authority Audit with CPA Michael 

W. Green. County clerk Laneta Unruh 
explained to the commissioners that she 
talked to the accountants who explained 
how they would work out the details 
between the County and Cherokee Public 
Schools. Commissioners in 2014 set up 
the Educational Authority because of a 

$17 million bond exceeding its original 
amount, resulting in the authority’s 
creation to cover the extension. 

Last on the list was a resolution 
for the 2021 safety incentive, which 
commissioners left unchanged.

Quick work for Alfalfa County commissioners 
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By Yvonne Miller
It’s not yet completely official, 

but Sam Demel has signed a contract 
with the City of Kiowa to be the new 
administrator, Mayor Bill Watson 
confirmed to the Newsgram Tuesday 
afternoon. Demel attended the council 
meeting last week and sat in the 
administrator’s chair as an observer. He 
met with council in executive session 
but no action was taken afterward. Since 
that time, however, Demel signed on the 
dotted line and the agreement is pending 
with just a few details to be finished. 
Watson said he anticipates having a 
special council meeting before the 
December one to take care of some other 
business and possibly appoint Demel. 

Kiowa’s City Council met for their 
November 9 meeting with all members 
present including Mayor Bill Watson, 
President R.L. Simpson, B.J. Duvall, 
Brian Hill, Jason Thayer and Tom Wells. 
City Attorney Brandon Ritcha and City 
Clerk Trish Brewer were also seated in 
the council chambers at the long curved 
wooden desk with council members.

Later in the meeting during “council 
items,” Simpson again mentioned a 
possible new business that wants to 
move forward in Kiowa. When asked 

about the business, Simpson said he 
doesn’t know exactly what is opening, 
but that it is “a general retail store.” 
The location is directly north of D&W 
near 7th and Hardtner streets. He said the 
people he’s dealt with are “very nice to 
work with.” They will be annexed into 
the city limits, Simpson said. They are 
reportedly “fine” with the septic tank 
situation there. He expects to know the 
name of the business soon. 

Meeting Time Change and Other 
City of Kiowa Business 

There’s been discussion for quite 
some time for the council to change their 
meeting time to the same time year round 
– to not change with Daylight Savings 
Time. The first motion to change the 
time to 6 p.m., failed.  The council then 
approved holding the monthly meetings 
at 7 p.m., year round. That passage was 
in the form of Ordinance 20-463.

Advantage Jayhawk software was 
on the agenda with multiple options for 
accounting/payroll, bank reconciliations, 
etc., and support hours. The council 
approved the entire package at a cost of 
$2441. 

When City Superintendent John 
Duvall presented his report he told about 
options for the generator maintenance 

contract.  The council approved one with 
Foley not to exceed $8,000. 

As the city is replacing street lights 
with LED lights, council approved 
spending $10,080. Council also approved 
purchasing work boots through Red 
Wing. Sewer cleaning is estimated at 
$16,000 Duvall said and it was not done 
last year. Council approved a spending 
limit increase from $500 to $1000 for 
the fire department, public works and 
city clerk. 

The Police Chief Travis Peterson said 
he wants signs for the ends of the alley 
behind city hall and the police station 
alerting of emergency vehicles so don’t 
block. Wells would like to see a mural 
painted on the wall there. 

Fire Chief Bill Duvall said he wants 
to order some equipment. However, 
he is waiting until the city has the new 
budget finished.

Brewer said the city office receives 
lots of calls daily for Police Chief 
Peterson. She reported that utility clerk 
Lynette Callison attended a webinar. The 
clerk said there is lots of confidential 
information in personnel files that needs 
to be made not available. 

The city’s $8 million water 
replacement project was approved by 
KDHE. Attorney Ritcha said that all but 
one land easement is done on the water 
project.

Administrator candidate signs 
contract with City of Kiowa
City Council will now meet at 7pm year 
round; New Business coming to town?

By Heather Hollingsworth And John 
Hanna

MISSION, Kan. (AP) — Kansas health 
officials on Tuesday urged communities to 
take stronger action as more hospital rooms 
are devoted to the care of coronavirus pa-
tients and hundreds of doctors, nurses and 
other workers are quarantined, leading 
some surgical procedures to be delayed. 

State health department head and Dr. 
Lee Norman said a system that he likened 
to air traffic control for coronavirus patients 

is being put in place so nurses from rural 
hospitals can make a single call to find a 
larger hospital that can take their sickest pa-
tients. In some cases, nursing and doctors 
have been spending up to eight hours look-
ing for a large hospital with an opening. But 
Norman said these rural communities can't 
leave it entirely to the state to help. 

"Number one, they need to help them-
selves," he said during a call with officials 
from the University of Kansas Hospital. 
"They have been, I think, very slow to come 

on board with the anticontagion measures 
that we know work."

State law allowed Kansas' 105 counties 
to opt out of a mandate for people to wear 
masks in public issued in July by Demo-
cratic Gov. Laura Kelly, and most did. But 
the tides are shifting: Dodge City commis-
sioners passed a mask mandate Monday as 
cases swelled in Ford County, rising by 97 
to 4,225 from Friday to Monday.

Health officials urge communities 
to do more amid surge

 See Surge  Page 28
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Oklaho-
ma legislators are getting a pay raise after 
for the first time in more than two decades, 
even as state agencies face budget cuts 
amid an ongoing pandemic.

Legislators will see their annual sala-
ries jump to $47,500 from $35,021. The 
35% pay increase will take effect Wednes-
day, The Oklahoman reported.

The Legislative Compensation Board, 
which is made up of non-elected officials, 
approved the raises last year. The board is 
appointed by the governor, House speak-
er and Senate pro tempore and meets in 
odd-numbered years.

The raises are funded through the $7.7 
billion state budget that took effect July 1. 
The budget includes cuts of 4% for most 
state agencies.

"The politics of it are awful," said 
House Majority Floor Leader Jon Echols. 
"The optics of it are bad, so the question 
becomes why did the legislative compen-
sation committee do it? Well, they met pre-
COVID."

Echols, a Republican said he wouldn't 
mind if they lowered the pay next time or 
if they kept it the same. But he was firm in 
his stance that the board should not raise it 
again in 2021.

The board, which met in 2019, had 
all new members and sought to reverse a 
previous legislative pay cut that they saw 
as punitive. In 2017, the board cut legisla-
tors' pay by about $3,400, which may have 
been because of the political gridlock at 
the Capitol.

The National Conference of State Leg-

islatures considers the Oklahoma Legisla-
ture to be a hybrid, somewhere between 
part-time and full-time. Legislators work-
ing at "hybrid" legislatures earn an average 
of $30,485 per year.

Average legislator pay is $38,370 
across the 41 states that pay legislators per 
year, according to the association.

The compensation board also ap-
proved a stipend check increase for legis-
lative leaders. Stipends for House Speaker 
Charles McCall and Senate Pro Tem Greg 
Treat increase from $16,354 to $17,932. 
Checks for other leaders will jump to 
$12,364 from $11,276.

When the pay raises are annualized, the 
total cost will be about $2.4 million. The 
cost is lower this year because the raises 
are not in effect for the full fiscal year.

Oklahoma lawmakers get pay 
raise as state agencies face cuts

"That is the first they have had anything 
like that," Norman said. "It is not surprising 
that the numbers are quite high there."

About a dozen other counties have 
tightened pandemic-related rules within 
the past two weeks. In northeast Kansas, 
Brown, Jackson and Nemaha counties 
have imposed mask mandates. Together, 
the three counties saw 770 new corona-
virus cases during the two weeks ending 
Monday, according to the state health de-
partment, a 76% increase.

In northeast Kansas, the Stormont 
Vail Health system has seen its number of 
hospitalized coronavirus patients steadily 
climb in the past few weeks, to 81 as of 
Monday. Spokesman Matt Lara said Tues-
day that the hospital has converted two 
waiting rooms for patients' families into 
space for coronavirus patients.

"If we get to a point where we need 
to expand more, we have some conference 
room areas that we can turn into care en-

vironments," Lara said. "We have other 
waiting rooms."

Stormont Vail reported that as of Mon-
day, it had more than 150 employees and 
physicians who had active coronavirus 
cases or were isolated and on leave be-
cause of contact with someone who had 
coronavirus. The system's president and 
CEO, Dr. Robert Kenagy, called it a "pub-
lic health crisis."

Cindy Samuelson, spokeswoman for 
the Kansas Hospital Association, said it 
has heard of hospitals converting other 
spaces that are not getting use because of 
the pandemic, such as chapels and cafe-
terias, into space for COVID-19 patients.

The University of Kansas Hospital, 
meanwhile, has 187 workers, including 
physicians, nurses and support staff, out as 
of Tuesday after testing positive. Another 
200 aren't at work while they await test 
results. Hospital spokeswoman Jill Chad-
wick said most are being infected in the 
community, not at work.

She said the hospital also is identifying 
and delaying up to 20 surgeries per day to 
free up bed space as its number of corona-
virus swells, hitting 124 on Tuesday.

In the Wichita area, Wesley Medi-
cal Center is treating an all-time high of 

100 coronavirus patients and Ascension 
Via Christi St. Francis is caring for 130 
COVID-19 patients. Wesley doubled its 
COVID-19 capacity in the past week and 
a half, and the entire fifth floor at St. Fran-
cis is now designated for coronavirus pa-
tients. 

Jennifer Rogers, who manages two 
of the fifth floor coronavirus units at St. 
Francis, begged the community to step up 
and help in a blog  that was posted Tues-
day on the hospital's website.

Meanwhile, the state has contracted 
with hotels in seven communities to house 
people who must quarantine but can't do 
it effectively at home. The hotels are in 
Dodge City; Emporia; Gardner; Kansas 
City, Kansas; Lansing, and Salina, and 
people can get access through their local 
health departments. 

"The most effective way to slow the 
spread of the virus is to isolate or quar-
antine yourself away from others in your 
household," said Devan Tucking, human 
services branch director, Kansas Division 
of Emergency Management. "We know it 
is not always possible to isolate or quaran-
tine someone in a single-family residence 
where people must share a kitchen, a bath-
room, laundry room and other spaces."

From Page 26 Surge
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HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  SSAALLEE
The Newsgram is having a BBFFGGOO  SSaallee

(buy four, get one FREE) Nov. 22-Dec. 23 on
quarter page or larger ads. Ask our

ad sales representatives for details at

580-327-2200
Orders must be placed by Nov. 23.

Call now before it’s too late!

Newsgram, 620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK
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See photos that didn’t make the paper

www.AlvaReviewCourier.com

You can
look and
order 
photos
on our
website.

We post photos from all kinds of events we we cover for news
 and sports. Click on More Photos at the top of the home page.
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Through it all she never had a fever. 
Summers

Tom Summers, 58 of Kiowa, said, 
“One afternoon I painted a fence in our 
yard with a roller and I felt so tired, 
which is not normal.” His first symptoms 
were like allergies. “I would have never 
got tested, but the guy I work for had it. 
I really never felt terrible and never had 
a fever. One evening I felt cold.”

Summers continued, “The worst 
thing was being tired and 14 days of 
quarantining.” He experienced lots 
of congestion. He got a Rapid Test at 
the Kiowa District Hospital. “I took a 
steroid shot when I was there. I don’t 
know if it helped or not. I have high 
blood pressure so it was a concern.”

Summers said his wife Heather 

never tested positive, “but she got a 
little sicker than I did. Hers was more 
of a stomach issue. She lay in bed four 
days.

“We both recovered. I’ve had the 
flu way worse. On a scale of 1-10, 
having Covid was about a two for me,” 
Summers said. “A golf buddy of mine 
who has other health conditions won’t 
go out in fear of getting Covid.” Despite 
his and Heather’s good recovery, 
Summers said he’s heard stories of 
an otherwise healthy 31-year-old and 
18-year-old who died from the virus. 

McNett
Gayle McNett of Kiowa is a wife, 

mother and teacher at Burlington. Age 
33, she described her experience with 
Covid.  “My first symptoms were 

feeling more tired than usual and a 
headache,” she said.

“I developed a low-grade fever for 
a couple of days and had lower energy 
than normal for about a week. I coughed 
a few times a day for several days and 
noticed I felt somewhat winded when I 
exerted too much energy at that time. 
I was fortunate to not develop major 
respiratory symptoms.” The only time 
she saw a doctor was when she first 
tested. She lost her sense of taste and 
smell.

Her family quarantined together and 
she said each child experienced one or 
more mild symptoms but she did not 
have them tested. Her husband, Tyler, 
and the kids had to quarantine for 14 
days after Gayle tested positive.

Gayle said, “I feel fortunate to have 
had a mild case, as I know it affects 
each person differently. Our family 
was shown much kindness and support 
during our illness and quarantine. I 
hope I’ll be able to do the same for 
others as we continue to deal with this 
virus in our community.” 

From Page 16 Covid

From Page 19 Nursing
the country, Parkinson said Congress 
must prioritize front-line health care 
workers and long term care residents 
during the lame duck session. This week 
AHCA/NCAL released a list of actions 
that Congress should urgently take to 
help nursing homes and assisted living 
communities respond to the uptick in 
new cases.

Most of the $175 billion Provider 
Relief Fund provided by the CARES 
Act back in April has already been 

distributed and Parkinson said health 
care providers, including long term care 
facilities, will need additional funds 
to continue the response to the Covid 
pandemic heading into the cold and flu 
season. The financial aid is crucial in 
helping long term care facilities acquire 
personal protective equipment, conduct 
regular testing, and hire additional staff 
or reward current caregivers for their 
heroic efforts.

“Congress must fulfill its duty,” 

stated Parkinson. “Without adequate 
funding and resources, the U.S. is 
repeating the same mistakes made 
during the initial outbreak last spring 
and the major spike over the summer. 
We need Congress to prioritize our 
vulnerable seniors and their caregivers 
in long term care facilities, by passing 
another Covid relief package during the 
lame duck session on Congress.”

For more information, please visit 
www.ahcancal.org/coronavirus. 
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 862 page 28: Francis Loren Miller, as successor 

trustee of the Miller Family Trust, conveys unto Kathy 
Baird: southwest quarter of Section 27, Township 27N, 
Range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 862 page 50: Donald L. Arganbright and 
Bernadette J. Arganbright convey unto Donnell Gibson: 
Lots 20 and 21 in Block 9 in Original Town of Cherokee, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 862 page 52: Donald L. Arganbright and 
Bernadette J. Arganbright convey unto Donnell Gibson: 
The south 10 feet of Lot 10 and all of lots 11 and 12 in 
Block 44 in the Eastside Addition to the Town, now City, 
of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 862 page 53: Donald L. Arganbright and 
Bernadette J. Arganbright convey unto Kendall Arganbright: 
Lots 7 and 8 in Block 44, in the Eastside Addition to the Town, 
now City, of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 862 page 54: Donald L. Arganbright and Bernadette 
J. Arganbright convey unto Donnell Gibson and Kendall 
Arganbright: A part of the northwest quarter of Section 
26, Township 27 north, Range 10, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 862 page 63: Robert Eldon Fishback and Jennifer 
Fishback, husband and wife; Lloyd Presley Brown, a single 
person; Cassandra Lee Srader, a single person; William 
Raymond Fishback and Amy Fishback, husband and wife; 
Diandra Ellen Fishback, a single person; and Laura Violet 
Springer and Trent Springer, wife and husband, convey unto 
Kelly Nightengale and Laurie Nightengale: Lots 19, 20, 21, 
22, 23, and 24 in Block 30, First Addition to the Town of Aline, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Joint tenancy quit claim deed.

Book 862 page 77: Robert L. Koehn and Kathleen P. 
Koehn, husband and wife, convey unto Benjamin R. Koehn 
and Ida B. Koehn: The south half of the northwest quarter 
of Section 31, Township 24 North, Range 11, WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 864 page 325: Ida Margaret Evans conveys unto 
Ida Margaret Evans Legacy Trust: The southwest quarter of 
Section 2, Township 27  North, Range 10, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 864 page 347: B-C Resources LLC conveys 
unto L. Bradley Chegwidden and Dyane M, Chegwidden, 
husband and wife: A tract of land lying in the west half 
of the north 105 acres of the northwest quarter of Section 
28, township 26 north, range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 862 page 69: Roger Lee Simpson III and Gabrielle 

Emma Simpson, to Alva State Bank and Trust Company. 
The east 67 feet of lot 6, in block 57 Titus Second Addition 
to Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: $23,000.00.

Book 862 page 79: Benjamin R. Koehn and Ida B. 
Koehn to Farm Service Agency. The S/2 NW/4 of section 
31, township 24 North, Range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $494,200.00.

Book 862 page 107: Robert M. Kimminau and Michelle 
Kimminau, husband and wife, to ACB Bank. Lots 19, 
20, and 21, in block 36, in the Original Town, City of 
Cherokee, Oklahoma and The east 92 feet of lots 22, 23, 
and 24, in block 26, in the Original Town, City of Cherokee, 
Oklahoma. Note: $109,600.00.

Book 864 page 394: Bradley Chegwidden and Dyane 
M, Chegwidden, husband and wife, to ACB Bank. . A tract 
of land lying in the west half of the north 105 acres of the 
northwest quarter of section 28, township 26 north, range 
9, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: $91,200.00.

Alfalfa County real estate transactions
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Tuesday, November 10, 2020
During this day were three traffic 

stops.
12:11 p.m. – Woods County called 

for mutual aid with a fire on County 
Road (CR) 460 and Oklahoma 
Highway 45.

1:40 p.m. – Caller advised of 
someone driving way too fast through 
town and running the stop sign.

3:55 p.m. – Caller advised they 
had hit a cow and might have broken 
their arm. Medic took the patient to 
Bass Hospital in Enid.

9:04 p.m. – Alarm company 
advised of a fire alarm going off on 
Main Street.

9:20 p.m. – Caller advised she 
heard five gunshots just south of 
her house in Nescatunga. A second 

person called and advised they 
heard three or four gunshots by their 
house. A third person called in and 
advised she was talking to a friend 
(the second caller) and she heard 
the gunshots. Deputy advised he 
couldn’t locate anything.

9:33 p.m. – Report of a dark-
colored truck in the middle of the 
road at 9th and Ohio. Caller advised 
it had been sitting there for about 15 
minutes with no lights on. Officer 
was unable to find anyone.

Wednesday, November 11, 2020
9:02 a.m. – Caller wanted to make 

a report that some of their jewelry 
was missing from her house.

1:32 p.m. – Report of a tall, skinny 
man dressed in gray sitting at a table 
in the RV Park; he was making her 

nervous and uneasy. 
2:22 p.m. – Report of an 

aggressive black-and-tan dog with a 
black collar.

5:10 p.m. – Report of a blue 
Mustang revving its engine while 
driving by the caller’s house on 
Texas and 2nd Street.

5:23 p.m. – Report of a 
fender bender at 2nd Street and 
Pennsylvania. No one was hurt and 
airbags didn’t deploy.

9:25 p.m. – Report of a goat out 
in the road on 10th Street.

Thursday, November 12, 2020
 12:55 a.m. – Report of a thin 

male wearing a ball cap peeping 
into his windows on the right side of 
where he was staying.

8:14 a.m. – Medic needed for 
female with chest pains. Medic took 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Enid.

12:51 p.m. – Caller advised the 

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following individuals 
have been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court of law. All 
information is a matter of public record 
and may be obtained by anyone during 
regular hours at the Alfalfa County 
Courthouse. The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or delete any 
of this information. If it appears in the 
courthouse public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper

Protective Order Filings
Douglas R. Leierer, Helena, vs. 

Marleen Leierer, Ringwood: protective 
order ($173).

Tony Nolan Tucker, Cherokee, vs. 
Clarence Frye, Cherokee: protective 
order ($173).

Traffic Filings
Jason Ray Villanueva Guerra, 

Norman, has been cited for operating a 
vehicle on which all taxes due to state 
have not been paid ($249).

Tairryn Bowers, Sapulpa, has been 

cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Gregory Scott Pepper, Triniadad, 
Colorado, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit ($100).

The following individuals were cited 
for not wearing a seatbelt ($20): Gregory 
Scott Pepper, Triniadad, Colorado; 
Jessica J. Pepper, Trinidad, Colorado; 
Jason Gary Knight, Garber; Slade Glen 
Gum, Aline; Jason Ray Villanueva 
Guerra, Norman and Corbin Wyatt 
Babgy, Midlothian, Texas.

Alfalfa County court filings

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs

 See Sheriff Page 38
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

For Sale
Angus & Red Angus Bred 
Heifers. A.I to low BW Angus 
Bulls. Dec Delivery $1500. 
Alva, OK. 580-430-1091

Business Services
Septic Tank Cleaning

Serving area since 1972. 
Anytime service. 580-327-7510

$40% Off Mary Kay Sale
Discount valid from Nov 13-
Dec 6. Amber Leroux. 580-748-
1755. amber.leroux@yahoo.
com

Employment
Help Needed

Grilling and Kitchen help at 
Red Brick in Helena. Call 580-
761-6978 for more info

Help Needed/Feed Yard
Feed Tractor Driver and 
Maintenance person. Call 580-
603-4513 for more info

Help Wanted
Lady wanted for light 
housekeeping and take care 
of elderly person in the 
home. Min of 4 days a week. 
Contact Don at 580-327-
2600

Farm Supplies
Straw For Sale

$5 small square bales. Wired. 
Will deliver. Mileage fee 
beyond 15 miles from Kiowa, 
KS. 580-829-3090

For Sale
1965 Ford Tractor, 3 cyl 
gas with Brush Hog & 18 ft 
trailer. $4300. 580-327-2548

Premium Prairie Grass
Hay. Fertilized and sprayed 
for weeds & Johnson Grass. 
Horse or starter calf quality. 
4ft x 6ft round bales. $90 per 
ton or $60 per bale. Delivery 
available. 580-542-8559

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

1706 Windsor Cove. Sat, 
8am-noon
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Yard Sale
309 Flynn (next to NAPA), 
Friday 2pm-6pm and 
Saturday 9am-2pm.

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Well cared for Golf Carts. 
$2600 & up. 2003 and newer. 
Alva, OK 928-503-9571

The Crusher is Here
Time to sell your tin ($50/ton) 
and cars ($100/each). Feel 
free to come watch, but don’t 
drive back to the Crusher. 
Scribner Salvage, 1208 Fair 
St., Alva. 580-327-1313

Taking Applications

for Enrollment and 
Employment for V’s Learning 
Center. Alva. Nov 21 from 
9am-3pm (due to COVID 
small group of 1 family 
member of each family), 
masks required, no children. 
902 2nd St. 580-748-1749 for 
more info

Real Estate

House for Sale

House on 5 acres. Arena and 
horse shed. Burlington/Byron 
area. 405-612-9357

Civil Filings
Reverse Mortgage 

Solutions Inc. vs. Twyla 
Ratlief: mortgage foreclosure.

Limited Civil
Midland Credit 

Management Inc. vs. Rudy 
Perez: debt collection. 

Domestic Relations
Mark Eugene Lambert 

vs. Karen Marie Lambert: 
Marriage dissolution/divorce.

Sonya Bush vs. Alan W. 
Maher: non-divorce visitation, 
custody, etc.

Traffic Filings

Jeremiah Steve Barker has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($258).

Jonathan Michael Lee 
Fowler has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($213).

Sarah Kathleen M. Pearce 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits ($183).

Shauna L. Taylor has been 
cited for operating a motor 
vehicle without a valid driver’s 
license ($100).

Jonathan J. Webster has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($183).

Barber County 
court filings
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 145 page 420: Troy 

W. Wells and Brenda S. Wells, 
husband and wife, convey 
unto Patricia McLemore: Lots 
2 and 4 on the south side of 
Lincoln Avenue in Friedley’s 
Revised Addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge. Quit claim 
deed.

Book 145 page 423: Nancy 
J. Winfrey and Leon Winfrey, 
wife and husband, convey unto 
Steven L. Wright and Brenda 
D. Wright, husband and wife: 
Lot 4 in Block 1 in Regnier’s 
Lakeview Addition to the 
City of Medicine Lodge. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 145 page 424: Paula J. 
Stoskophf and Scott Stoskopf, 
wife and husband, convey unto 
Steven L. Wright and Brenda 
D. Wright, husband and wife: 
Lot 4 in block 1 in Regnier’s 
Lakeview Addition to the 
City of Medicine Lodge. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 145 page 425: Mary F. 
Strole conveys unto Steven L. 
Wright and Brenda D. Wright, 
husband and wife: Lot 4 in 
Block 1 in Regnier’s Lakeview 
Addition to the City of Medicine 
Lodge. Joint tenancy warranty 
deed.

Book 145 page 426: Patricia 
A. Maze and Allan J. Maze, 
wife and husband, convey unto 
Steven L. Wright and Brenda 
D. Wright, husband and wife: 
Lot 4 in Block 1 in Regnier’s 
Lakeview Addition to the 
City of Medicine Lodge. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 145 page 439: Charles 
E. Bird, a single person, and 
Bernice A. Tyree, a single 
person, convey unto Chad A. 

Wilson and Kelly Johnston-
Wilson, husband and wife: 
Lot 9 in Block 66 in the City 
of Hardtner. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Book 145 page 440: Stuart 
Beattie and Jessica Beattie, 
husband and wife, and Aaron 
Kuhn and Dawn Kuhn, husband 
and wife, convey unto Max E. 
Nichols, trustee: The southeast 
quarter of the northeast quarter 
and the southwest quarter of 
Section 25 and the northeast 
quarter of the southwest 
quarter and the north half of 
the southeast quarter of Section 
35 and the west half of Section 
36, Township 32 South, Range 
14 West of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 145 page 442: HMS 
Ranch LLC; Camille Ardeen 
Colle and Dennis Eugene Colle, 
wife and husband, convey unto 
Karen S. Spencer: All that part 
of the northwest quarter of 
Section 8, Township 32 South, 
Range 11 West of the 6th 
PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Warranty deed.

Book 145 page 446: Vance 
W. Diggins and Jane E. Diggins, 
husband and wife; Audrey 
Virginia Blessing and Troy 
Blessings, wife and husband; 
and Ryan William Diggins and 
Brieann Diggins, convey unto 
John Earl Carroll and Heather 
Lois Wallace Carroll, husband 
and wife: The south half of 
the south half of the southeast 
quarter of Section 35, Township 
31 South, Range 13 West of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Joint tenancy warranty deed.

Mortgages

Barber County real 
estate transactions

 See BCRE  Page 38
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open Tuesday through 
Sunday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

8 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open Tuesday through     
Sunday.

Book 239 page 494: Steven L. 
Wright and Brenda D. Wright, to 
Quicken Loans LLC. Lot 4 in Block 1 in 
Regnier’s Lakeview Addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge.  Note: $100,000.00.

Book 239 page 528: Robert L. 
Spencer and Karen S. Spencer, to 
AgCredit, FLCA. All that part of 
the northwest quarter of Section 8, 
Township 32 South, Range 11 West of 

the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Note: $88,000.00.

Book 239 page 563: Chad Eugene 
Banks and Julia Anne Banks, husband 
and wife, to The People’s Bank. Lot 19, 
20, 21, 22 and 23, in Block 5, Cook, 
Standiford and Company’s Revised 
Addition to the City of Medicine 
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$127,000.00.

From Page 37 BCRE

From Page 34 Sheriff
male subject threatened him this 
morning at the Jiffy Trip and now 
was driving by his place of business. 
Caller wanted to talk to an officer.

4:50 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
male who hadn’t been able to eat for 
two days. Medic took the patient to 
Bass Hospital in Enid.

6:28 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female who fell down some stairs. 
Medic took the patient to St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Enid.

8:27 p.m. – Report of a lady 
crashing her vehicle and then running 
into a house. Officer advised it was a 
miscommunication and there was no 
wreck.

Friday, November 13, 2020
During this day were four traffic 

stops.
1:41 a.m. – Medic needed for a 

female who had fallen and possibly 
broken her hip. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

10:46 a.m. – Medic needed for 
a female who had fallen and hit her 
head and couldn’t get up. Medic took 
the patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Enid.

3:59 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female who was having chest pains 
and not eating. Medic took the 

patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.
4:28 p.m. – Report of two donkeys 

out on OK-8.
9:23 p.m. – Caller advised her 

brother was making threats against 
his neighbor on Facebook and 
wanted to talk to an officer.

9:50 p.m. – Medic needed for 
a male having trouble breathing. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

10:41 p.m. – Caller advised he had 
crashed his vehicle by the football 
stadium. Advised air bags deployed. 
No injuries and no transport.

Saturday, November 14, 2020
During this day was one traffic 

stop.
8:26 p.m. – Medic needed for a 

male who wasn’t feeling well. Medic 
took the patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

9:46 p.m. – Barber County 
advised they had a report of 40 head 
of cattle heading south. Advised they 
were in Woods County. The owner is 
sending out workers to get them.

Sunday, November 15, 2020
5:30 p.m. – Report of a man 

wearing all black walking down US-
64 by CR 520. Deputy was unable to 
locate.
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From Page 12 KDH
a niche for getting to know people, a trait 
his father Don taught him to understand at 
an early age. 

Chris also treasured his friends! He 
made each feel special in a way that no 
other did. He remembered details, and 
enjoyed reaching out to encourage, taunt 
and joke. He had a mischievous side that 
enjoyed a good prank, picture or enhanced 
story. 

He is survived by his wife, Tara 
Thomas, and daughter, Falynn, of the home; 
his parents, Donald and Karen Thomas 
of Alva; his brother, Timothy Thomas, 
and nephews Brayden and Zachery of 
Alva; grandmother Leona Thomas of 
Woodward;  father- and mother-in-law 
Kelly and Melody Bisel, Ames; sister-in-
law Traci Gosney and husband Travis and 
children Tarren, Tori and Tucker Jack (TJ) 
of Enid; many aunts, uncles and cousins; 
and countless longtime friends. 

He was preceded in death by his 
maternal grandparents, Leonard and 
Winnie Hart, and paternal grandfather, 
Arley Edward Thomas. 

A celebration to honor Chris’s life will 
be held this coming spring. 

Contributions may be made to the 
Alva 4-H and FFA Booster Club, or The 
Christopher Thomas Memorial Scholarship 
in care of Marshall Funeral Home of Alva, 
PO Box 804, Alva, OK 73717. 

Remembrances may be shared with 
the family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com. 

From Page 6 

Obitsmoney, the manor showed the $20,454 
profit. For YTD at the end of September 
the manor had a loss of $72,652.

The comparative balance sheets of the 
hospital and manor show a current year 
profit of $5,260,577, which is primarily 
Covid money and has many restrictions 
on how it can be spent. Goodno said they 
are having another interim cost report to 
insure where they are financially.

Girty gave the accounts receivable 
(AR) report. The net patient AR is 
$808,382. She said the average in AR is 
58 days. The board learned the bad debt 
is higher because of an emergency room 
visit that cost $22,900 and the patient 
had no insurance. 

Goodno said Barber County is 
starting to see more cases of Covid. “It’s 
just starting to ramp up here,” she said. 

The board approved the $22,900 bad 
debt and all the financial reports. 

Capital Equipment Purchases with 
Covid Stimulus Funds

Some needed equipment can be 
purchased with Covid stimulus money. 
One of those approved by the board is 
a new copier system for the hospital 
and manor. Goodno said the hospital’s 
copier system is 7 years old and needs 
to be replaced, as does the manor’s. The 
board accepted the purchase from Office 
Solutions Inc. for Copystar machines at 
a cost not to exceed $13,428.

The Covid funds will also purchase 
security and access control systems for 
the hospital and manor. With surveillance 
cameras and access controls, this system 
has capabilities to track individuals, 
identify mask issues, etc. The board 
approved the purchase from INAalert for 
a cost not to exceed $129,769. INAalert 
said they will donate $5,000 back to the 
hospital foundation. 

At the request of Whitaker, the 

board agreed to purchase more “vitals 
machines.” She said they need five more 
vitals machines to have one for each of 
the patient rooms at the hospital. The 
clinic needs two more vitals machines. 
The approved purchase was from Welch 
Allyn Inc. for the seven machines at a 
cost not to exceed $19,322.94.

Administrative Reports and other 
KDH Business 

In her administrative report, Goodno 
said staff is looking for other equipment 
that needs to be replaced before the 
end of the year. The week of the board 
meeting was Employee Appreciation 
Week. Instead of one dinner event in 
the evening as is tradition, in this year 
of Covid-19 employees are recognized 
daily. She said Incident Command 
meets weekly regarding the virus.

Goodno said CMS is requiring even 
more pricing transparency for hospital 
services starting in January 2021. Girty 
is gathering pricing data.

Reporting on the manor, Anton 
said the county is in the red regarding 
Covid. Manor employees are tested 
twice weekly. He said the manor 
remains in lockdown. Construction on 
the visitation room was delayed due to 
illness. With quarantines, Anton said 
staffing is challenging. Having more 
activities for residents is helped with 
the addition of a part-time hospitality 
aide, Anton said. A front ramp was 
completed at the manor. 

Anton continues to work toward 
completion of his permanent license. 
The manor is operating on his temporary 
license. 

The board approved numerous 
routine items and reports including 
medical staff minutes, QAPI for hospital 
and manor, and the IT risk report.

The next meeting is Nov. 24. 
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