Burlington alumnus
to deliver
commencement
speech Friday
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The Cast of Pavement Ends Studios’ “The One-Act Play that Goes Wrong:”
From left (front row) Gabe Wyatt, Xander Jackson, Jocie Shelton, Draven
Lehr, Evan Mitchell; (back row) Kaden Harmon, Avery Sanborn, Chandler
Colvin, Arron Tidwell, Landon Colvin.

Cherokee students to take
award winning show on the road
Pavement Ends Studios has
announced its inaugural youth theater
tour of Mischief Theatre Company’s
“The One-Act Play that Goes Wrong,”
playing at the Alpine Lodge Rail Haus
in Red River, New Mexico, June 1519, 2022. The production began as
Cherokee High School’s 2021 class 4A
state championship play directed by
Jason Paris.
“This is really a dream come true,”
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JAZZMIN IS THE NEW MISS
SOUTH BARBER – Shimmering
in a metallic dress with long golden
locks, Jazzmin Binning was crowned
the new Miss South Barber Monday
afternoon. Although she was the
only young woman in her class interested in the title, teacher Meagan
Henry organized a mini pageant for
Jazzmin to perform her talent and
model her evening gown in front of
a group of students. For her talent
Jazzmin sang the spiritual “Down to
the River to Pray.” She will represent her school in the Miss Cinderella Pageant during NWOSU’s Homecoming in Alva Thursday through
Saturday, Nov. 3-5. Jazzmin is the
daughter of Garrett and Donna Binning. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Paris said, “I’ve visited Red River a
lot over the years, and I’ve always
wondered why there’s no live theater
there. It seemed like an opportunity, so I
reached out to people, kind of randomly,
and ended up finding some really great
partners with the Alpine Lodge. I
couldn’t be more excited about doing
this show there.”
“The One-Act Play that Goes
Wrong” by Henry Lewis, Jonathan
Sayer, and Henry Shields is the original
hour-long version of Mischief Theatre
Company’s West End and Broadway
hit show “The Play that Goes Wrong.”
A fast-paced slapstick comedy in
which a well-meaning but ultimately
incompetent troupe of actors attempts
to put on the exciting whodunit, the play
has spawned numerous professional
productions, other Goes Wrong plays,
and a BBC television series, “The Goes
Wrong Show.”
“I was lucky to see the original cast
in New York in 2017,” Paris said, “I’ve
never laughed that much in my life. It
was good, and I knew I’d be directing
it someday.”
That day was delayed, however, by

Pickleball meeting
set for Thursday

See Cherokee Page 12

See Meeting Page 19

After receiving several local inquiries
about starting pickleball in Alva, the Alva
Recreation Center (ARC) has purchased
initial startup equipment. Pickleball has
become a very popular activity over
the past several years across the nation,
especially with seniors, due to its low
impact type exercise with easily learned
rules.
Since Alva has minimal activities
for seniors, an initial summer league
will be offered (indoor) at ARC.
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Are you interested in playing pickleball?
By Marione Martin
The Alva Police Department is
holding a BBQ fundraiser this weekend
on the downtown square. In addition
to cook-offs, there will be concerts, a
car show and cruise
and an Alva EMS
sponsored 5K run.
It will be a busy
weekend with people
coming in for the
Alva High School
graduation which will
be at 3 p.m. Sunday.
Beginning today,
May 11, concrete
work will begin on
4th Street in Alva, right in front of City
Hall and the fire department. The area
will be blocked off to traffic while work
is underway. If you want to drop off
something for the city offices, they plan
to locate a drop box on Barnes.
I just learned that the kites are
back on Davis Street. I’m referring
to large birds, the Mississippi kites.
They may become aggressive during
nesting season. The overly protective
birds have been known to attack people
who are just out walking. They are a
protected species so it’s illegal to take
lethal measures against them. Waving
a tree branch or broom can give them
something to attack besides your head.
Pickleball Comes to Alva
Have you heard of pickleball? You
may be hearing more about it in the near
future. The Alva Recreation Center has
secured the needed supplies to enable

players to enjoy the sport. A meeting will
be held at 5 p.m. Thursday for interested
people who are 50 or older.
To learn more, I turned to the Internet
for information. While pickleball isn’t as
well-known as tennis or badminton, it’s
becoming a popular sport in the U.S. The
less strenuous play lends itself to players
of all ages. It combines many elements
of tennis, badminton and ping-pong.
Two or four players use solid paddles to
hit a perforated polymer ball over a net.
From what I learned, the sport hits
several of the behaviors recommended
for those who want to stay healthy as
they age. It is good exercise but not
strenuous. It is social because it’s a
team sport. And it exercises your brain
because you’re learning rules, strategies
and new terminology.
Pickleball was invented in 1965 as a
children’s backyard game on Bainbridge
Island, Washington. This year, pickleball
was adopted as the official sport of the
state of Washington.
Apparently the sport came from
an attempt to entertain some bored
kid. Three men are credited with
its invention: former Congressman
Joel Pritchard and two of his friends,
Barney McCallum and Bill Bell. When
Pritchard and Bell returned from golf
one Saturday afternoon, they found
their families bored. They had attempted
to set up badminton, but no one could
find the shuttlecock. Pritchard and Bell
challenged their kids to devise their own
game.
Both kids and adults ended up

on the badminton court and began
experimenting with different types of
balls and rackets including table tennis
paddles. Eventually the net was lowered
to hip level. At first a Wiffle ball was
thought to be ideal, but later the Cosom
Fun Ball was found to be more durable
and provided a better playing experience.
Table tennis paddles were quickly
replaced with larger and more durable
plywood paddles fabricated in a
nearby shed. Later McCallum began to
experiment with various paddle designs
in his father’s basement workshop. One
paddle called the M2 or McCallum 2
became the paddle of choice for early
players.
As for the name of the sport, Joel
Pritchard’s wife Joan said, “The name
of the game became Pickle Ball after I
said it reminded me of the Pickle Boat
in crew where oarsmen were chosen
from the leftovers of other boats.” Other
sources say it was derived from the name
of the Pritchard’s family dog, Pickles.
The Pritchards say the dog came along
after the game had already been named.
Shortly after the game was invented,
some of the founders and their friends
brought pickleball to Hawaii where the
game became known as pukaball. Puka,
meaning hole in Hawaiian, initially was
used to refer to the ball since pickleballs
are covered in holes, but eventually it
became synonymous with the game
itself.
The sport grew during the Covid-19
pandemic as an outdoor alternative
to indoor activities. A survey by the
Sport and Fitness Industry Association
found a 21.3 percent increase in the
number of American respondents who
started playing pickleball in 2020. The
International Federation of Pickleball
has 59 member nations.
There is even a U.S. Pickleball
National Championship with games
held near Palm Springs, California.
Perhaps if the sport catches on in the
50-plus crowd, it will spread to other age
groups locally.
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Kaynette Scheck hired as full-time
Elementary Principal at South Barber
Longtime physical
education teacher
Deb Hitchcock resigns
By Yvonne Miller
The South Barber USD 255 School
Board spent over an hour and a half in
the middle of their May meeting Monday
night in executive sessions. The first 15
minutes were for negotiations.
The remainder of executive sessions
were for non-elected personnel. Fourth
grade teacher and current assistant
elementary principal Kaynette Scheck
was called in several times as was
Superintendent and current elementary
principal Dr. Mylo Miller and Grade
7-12 Principal Brent Shaffer.
Upon return to open session, the
board voted to hire Mrs. Scheck as fulltime elementary principal. The board
specified her salary at $60,000. She’s
taught elementary for 16 years. She was
a preK-6th math instructional coach for
three years in Great Bend.
Scheck has served as the 4th grade
math and ELA teacher and assistant
principal for the past three years here at
South Barber Elementary. She earned
a Bachelors of Science of Education
K-6 with a special endorsement
in mathematics from East Central
University in Oklahoma. She earned her
English for Speakers of other Languages
(ESL) certification from Newman
University in Wichita. She has a Masters

of Science in Education Administration
- Building Principal through Fort Hays
University.
All members were present as
President Mark Pollock called the
meeting to order including: Brian Quick,
Deb Helfrich, Jenna Mostert, Mike
Miller and Emily Lohmann. Besides the
superintendent and principals, Business
Manager and Board Clerk Julie Johnson
was present. When Johnson retires in
October, Alisa Gonzales will take over
the board clerk job. She attends the
meetings as Johnson trains her.
Dr. Miller said that South Barber’s
graduation went well on Sunday
afternoon and thanked all who made it
happen. Referring to the scholarships
and awards for the seniors, he said that
the local money given to those students
was $40,000. The superintendent said
he’s amazed at the generosity of the
community. For example, he mentioned
the plasma cutter the FFA just got cost
$25,000. The school received $20,000
grant money for it from Kiowa groups:
the General Store; Myrtle King Estate;
and the Monty Thompson Foundation.
The district is paying the remaining
$5000.
Longtime
physical
education
teacher Deb Hitchcock submitted her
resignation. The board accepted her
resignation with “great reservation.”
The board approved hiring Abigaile
Harris as the Business/Computer

Kaynette Scheck has been a 4th
grade teacher and assistant principal at South Barber Elementary
School. Monday night the board
hired her as fulltime principal for
the school.
Applications teacher for the 2022-23
school year. She comes to South Barber
from Jay, Oklahoma.
The agenda had the hiring of J.
Shawn Hooker as head coach for
SBHS girls and boys basketball and
for physical education and history at
the grade 7-12 site. However, the board
tabled it temporarily with Hitchcock’s
sudden resignation.
Cady
Tucker
submitted
her
resignation as the art and spanish teacher
which the board accepted.
The board discussed, but tabled,
giving retention bonuses to South Barber
employees for the 2022-23 school year.
Monthly
expenditures
totaling
$325,531.76 were board approved.
Again the board discussed changing
the start and end times of school to 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m. This is because the school has
exceeded the required number of hours
for the school year by 98 hours. When
principals Shaffer and Scheck were
asked their opinion, both had many pros

See South Barber Page 8
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By Janet McConnaughey
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — President
Joe Biden legally called for suspending
new and gas lease sales while considering
their effect on climate change, and
onshore and offshore sales were legally
postponed, a federal attorney argued
Tuesday.
The current offshore lease sale plan
states specifically that the U.S. Secretary
of the Interior “may reduce or cancel
lease offerings on account of climate
change,” Department of Justice attorney
Andrew B. Bernie told a 5th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals panel.
Land-based
sales
“were
not
postponed by the executive order. They
were postponed because of a need to
comply with NEPA” — the National
Environmental Policy Act, he said.
Arguing for 13 states that challenged
Biden’s January 2021 order, Louisiana
Deputy Solicitor General Joseph Scott
St. John said laws passed in response to
the 1970s oil crisis require lease sales.
The Biden administration failed to
“grapple with prior analyses” of the
planned sales to give a valid reason for
postponing or canceling them, he said.
Judges James L. Dennis, Patrick E.
Higginbotham and James E. Graves Jr.
did not indicate when they will rule.
Louisiana is joined in the suit by
Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Georgia,
Mississippi,
Missouri,
Montana,
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and

West Virginia.
The state challenge to Biden’s order
has not yet gone to trial but a federal
judge blocked the order in a preliminary
injunction, writing that since the laws
did not state the president could suspend
oil lease sales, only Congress could do
so.
Bernie said, “It is routine for
individual lease sales or proposed lease
sales not to be held for various reasons.”
The federal brief said nine five-year
leasing plans have been approved and
all had fewer sales than originally
scheduled.
“We don’t know why prior lease sales
were withdrawn,” St. John responded.
“Presumably there was some kind of
rationale. That was not the case here.”
U.S. District Judge Terry Doughty
found that states which challenged the
order were likely to prove the Interior
Department violated the Administrative
Policy Act by acting without “any
rational explanation.”
After Doughty ruled for the states,
the Interior Department held an offshore
lease sale, which a federal judge in
Washington canceled. Four onshore
lease sales are scheduled next month
— for land in Nevada on June 14; New
Mexico, Oklahoma and Colorado on
June 16; Wyoming on June 22 and Utah,
Montana and North Dakota on June 28.
However, the administration scaled
back the amount of land originally on

offer and raised royalty rates 50% from
12.5% to 18.75%. That’s the amount
usually charged for desirable deep water
offshore leases, while those in less
than 656 feet (200 meters) of water are
charged the 12.5% minimum.
Biden has come under pressure to
increase U.S. crude production as fuel
prices spike because of the coronavirus
pandemic and the war in Ukraine. From
within his own party, the Democrat
faces calls to do more to curb emissions
from fossil fuels that are driving climate
change.
Oil companies have been reluctant
to ramp up, saying there are not enough
workers, scant money for new drilling
investments and wariness that today’s
high prices won’t last.

Court hearing: Did Biden legally
suspend oil lease sales?
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South
Barber
and cons. Such as more collaboration
time for teachers; scheduling conflicts;
and many more pros and cons. Everyone
seemed unclear of what they should do.
Finally, Pollock called for a motion. The
issue died for lack of a motion.
The board voted to raise the
community weight room fee from $25 to
$100 per year. The superintendent said
there are about 60 active memberships.
In his report to the board, Principal
Shaffer thanked the PTO and everyone
who helped provide goodies for teacher
appreciation week.
Shaffer said regional and state sports
are coming up that some SB students
have qualified. In tennis Zander Myers
qualified in singles and Caden Rathgeber
and Tony Vasquez qualified in doubles
to compete at state.
Regional track is at Spearville May
20.
The last day of school is Thursday
with the last bell for the summer at 1
p.m.,
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• To sell GO Building
Bonds May 19
• BHS Graduation
Friday at 7p.m.

a date, time and place for the sale of the
$610,000 General Obligation Building
Bonds of the School District. That date
for a special meeting is May 19.
The superintendent read the letter
from the Alfalfa County Election Board
with the official election results. He
thanked the board for their support and
efforts on the bond.
Superintendent Comments and More
Burlington School Board Action
Superintendent Brown said that
Burlington Little Elks Daycare received
their official license. Daycare Director
Megan Ferrell submitted her resignation
which the board accepted and thanked
her for all her work with the daycare.
Kassandra Kuns who was assistant
director is now serving as interim
director, Brown said.
Burlington’s
Pre-K
4-year-old
program will be increased to five days/
week, Brown explained. The Pre-K
3-year-old program will be increased to
four half days.
The board did a review of unused
personal days for certified and noncertified personnel. They approved at
the rate of $40 per day for certified and
full-time non-certified personnel. The
rate is $20 for part-time non-certified
personnel.
Superintendent
Brown
presented the list of potential employees
to receive payout of unused personal
days per school policy.
The consent agenda was approved by
the board. Under that, the board approved
the following contracts for 2022 - 2023

Speech Language Pathology services
with Konya Martin, M.S. CCC-SLP;
for 2022 - 2023 Occupational Therapy
services with Jana Hickman, OTR
(Occupational Therapist Registered); for
2022-2023 Physical Therapy Services
with Jan Eden, RPT (Registered Physical
Therapist).
The board approved the following
encumbrances, change orders, and
warrants: General Fund: encumbrances
256-268 for $22,953.77 and warrants
923-1027 for $237,527.88; Building
Fund warrants for $777.66; and Child
Nutrition Fund warrants 111-113 for
$4,780.58.
The March 2022 Activity Report was
approved by the board. They approved
the surplus of the roof on the house and
garage located at 309 Main. Bids are due
by noon on May 16. Removal is by May
31 with demolition of the property to
follow.
The board held executive session
for just short of an hour.
Regarding Exhibit A which had a
list of employees for re-employment,
the board amended it to remove coach
Shawn Hooker who is not returning.
The board table re-employment at this
time.
Superintendent Brown told the
board he had received some bids for
the proposed bathroom improvement
project. He said at this point the bids
were too costly. So the board tabled
the item for now.
Principals Pedersen and Spears
presented ample information about the
whirlwind of activities and field trips
that have now mostly already happened.
The Elementary Awards Ceremony
will be held on Friday, May 13 prior
to the high school awards ceremony at
10:30 a.m. Graduation is a 7 p.m.

Burlington School Board elects new officers,
new board member takes seat

By Yvonne Miller
Burlington Public School has lots
going on as the school year comes to an
end. Graduation is Friday at 7 p.m. The
district is starting the process to proceed
with their approximately $10.5 million
building project that will transform the
campus. The board reorganized.
President Terry Graham called the
meeting to order with all board members
present including: T.J. Rockenbach,
Robert Hill, April Kisling and Lindsey
Callison. This was Callison’s first
meeting. Judge Loren Angle attended
for the swearing-in of Callison as the
new board member. She replaces Aaron
Smith who did not seek reelection.
The board reorganized and held
election of offices with the following
results: President Hill, Vice-president
Rockenbach, Clerk Kisling and Deputy
Clerk Callison.
Also attending the meeting was
Superintendent Kevin Brown, High
School Principal Gerrett Spears (via
Zoom), Elementary Principal
Stan
Pedersen and Minutes Clerk Tracy
Granados.
Superintendent Brown presented
information regarding the bond project
received from McDonald & Associates.
The board approved a resolution
determining the maturities of, and setting
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Dr. Tiffany (Rieger)
Kippenberger to
speak at BHS
graduation Friday

By Yvonne Miller

A 2013 graduate
of Burlington High
School,
Tiffany
Kippenberger returns
to her alma mater
as
commencement
speaker. The event is
this Friday, May 13,
at 7 p.m., where nine
seniors will receive
their diplomas.
The
daughter
Dr.
Tiffany
(Rieger) Kip- of Rod and Peggy
penberger
is Rieger, at BHS she
valedictorian
the speaker for was
of
her
class.
Burlington’s
commencement Kippenberger
Friday evening. excelled in basketball
and was named to the
Oklahoma Girls Basketball Association
All-State Team. On a basketball
scholarship she attended Southwestern
College two years. She transferred to
Oklahoma Wesleyan University where
she graduated summa cum laude with
a bachelor’s degree in biology. She
was voted to the All-American team in
basketball.
Accepted into the medical school at
Oklahoma State University College of
Osteopathic Medicine, Kippenberger
will graduate from there Saturday in
the top 10 percent of her class. Recently
promoted to the rank of captain, she is a
recipient of the Army Health Professions
Scholarship. She and her husband Bryce
will soon move to Augusta, Georgia, to
begin her residency in General Surgery
at Eisenhower Army Medical Center.
When asked by the Newsgram what
it means to her to return to Burlington as
commencement speaker, Kippenberger
said, “It’s truly an honor to be asked
to speak at Burlington’s graduation.
I wouldn’t be who I am today without
the influence of the many teachers
and community members who have
positively impacted me.”

On their way to the State Championship and Festival in Salina, South Barber’s Forensics team stopped at the scenic Coronado Heights outside of
Lindsborg, Kansas for a photo and some sightseeing. Pictured from left to
right are: Jacob Hughes, Breckynn Behee, Lynzee Wilbur, Jaden Allen, Autumn Drake, Ruston Erikson, Tyten Courson and Cash Tomberlin (lying
down).
rd

Drake and Erikson earn 3 place medals
in Duet Acting at State Forensics

Forensics Team members place at State Championship and Festival
School in Kiowa, Kansas had some
By Yvonne Miller
Under the coaching of Meagan Henry,
See State Page 14
the Forensics team at South Barber High

From Page 2

Cherokee

Covid-19. Originally set to produce the
show in the fall of 2020 at Cherokee High
School, Paris backed out when it became
clear that the state one-act festival would
be virtual, citing his view that the show
requires a live audience to work. Paris
was able to direct the show during
the 2021-2022 school year, though,
garnering the Oklahoma Secondary
Schools Activities Association’s class
4A state championship, the technical
theatre award, and four All-State cast
positions. In addition to winning the past
three state one-act play contests, the cast
boasts a combined 18 All-State awards
for theatre, speech and debate.
“I know this seems crazy,” Paris
explained, “Like why would anyone do
this? It’s a significant expense, and I’m
sure Pavement Ends Studios will take

a little bit of a financial hit, but I also
feel compelled to put my money where
my mouth is in terms of the importance
of the arts. I think the arts are the most
important things we do, and I want my
students to understand that theatre, or
really any of the arts, aren’t just things
we do in school. They’re life-long
pursuits, and you can engage with them
at any level.
“The other impetus, really, is that I
think we’re just beginning to understand
the damage the pandemic did to our kids’
psyches. They’re resilient, and we’ll all
be fine, but I do think that it took a little
magic out of the world for a lot of kids,
so this is, hopefully, an opportunity to
bring a little magic back for people. And
this group of kids is certainly capable of
doing that.”
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Woods County Commissioners
approve fund transfers
Discuss leaking roof, beam
problem at Senior Citizens
Center

By Marione Martin
As the fiscal year winds down, the
Woods County Commissioners found
on their agenda a number of transfers
among budget accounts to finish out the
year. David Hamil, Randy McMurphy
and John Smiley were all present for the
Monday morning meeting along with
County Clerk Shelley Reed.
The commissioners approved the
following monthly reports:
Assessor Collections $295.00
County Clerk Collections $22,964.00
Court
Clerk
Office
Balance
$68,516.05
Court Clerk RM & P Balance
$9,120.26
Election Board Balance $6,367.09
Health Dept. Collections $0.00
Sheriff’s
Office
Collections
$2,401.15
Board of Prisoners Expenses
$3,444.00
Ashley Woodall visited the meeting
to present the SLA (State-Local
Agreement) for GIS data maintenance

Business Cards
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva
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services. The total award is $12,000
with the local portion being $2,400.
Woodall said the $2,400 to be paid
will be split among the four counties
served by Woods County E911. The
commissioners approved the agreement.
The following list of transfers was
approved:
• From General Fund Reval/Visual
Travel to Personnel Services $7,209 for
the Assessor and from General Fund
Assessor Travel to Personnel Services
$2,875.
• From General Sales Tax Fund/
Personnel Services to Court Clerk
Personnel Services $4,900.
• From General Fund Treasurer
Travel to Personnel Services $1,500.
• From E911 Sales Tax Fund/
Part-Time to E911 Personnel Services
$30,000 and from General Sales Tax
Fund/Personnel Services to E911
Personnel Services $20,000.
Under new business, McMurphy said
the Senior Citizens Center roof leaked in
a different place during the recent rain.
It has been determined that a beam is
broken in the area of the walk-in freezer,
and that’s where the leak occurred. He
said the beam needs to be reinforced and
the roof needs to be patched. He said
he’ll be working to get some quotes to
fix the problems so the commissioners
can address them at a future meeting.
The
commissioners
approved
warrants, claims, monthly appropriations
and blanket purchase orders.

Page 14
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PROUD OF THEIR STATE MEDALS – At the State Forensics Championship, South Barber Duet Acting duo Autumn Drake and Ruston
Erikson placed third overall with
their comedy performance. They
received medals for their achievements.
great results last Saturday. Qualifying
team members competed and placed at
the State Forensics Championship and
Festival competitions in Salina.
At State Champs, performing in the
finals of Duet Acting, Autumn Drake
and Ruston Erikson earned medals as
they took third overall. They performed
a humorous duet entitled “Open to
Interpretation” by Ken Bradbury.
Also in the State Champs division,
Erikson took 9 th overall with “The
Serious Angler.” Drake made it to
semifinals and placed 12th with
Jake Barton’s “The Cookie Jar.” At
State Champs, Lynzee Wilbur and
Erikson made it to the semifinals in
Prose. Wilbur placed 12th overall
with “Stanley, the Magical Talking
Squirrel.”
At Festival, Cash Tomberlin received
a I rating in Poetry for his reading of
“Dance, Monkeys, Dance” by Ernest
Cline. Jacob Hughes received a II rating
in Prose with his performance of “The
Brand” by Roy Dillard
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Hold onto your hat: school’s almost
out for summer!

Keisha and Ronnie Nix attended the Waynoka School Board meeting Monday morning. Ronnie Nix will be the high school principal next year. Photo
by Desiree Morehead
Elementary Principal Patricia Burrow,
By Kathleen Lourde
The Waynoka board of education and High School Principal Dustin Smith.
School Wraps Up in Frenzy of
met Monday morning to handle routine
Activity
business, get a fairly positive update on
The elementary and high school
the school’s finances, and hear about the
barrage of activities students have been principals, Pat Burrow and Dustin Smith,
involved with during this last month of filled the board in on all the activities the
students have been involved in during
school.
All board members were present, April and into May.
The elementary school held a Spring
along with Superintendent Scott Cline,

Concert that Burrow told the board “went
very well! Mrs. Hope always knocks it
out of the park with her programs, and
with the addition of the fifth and sixth
grades and Mrs. Allen helping, it was
even better.”
PreK and the kindergarten went to
Alabaster State Park on April 26. Third
and fourth grades had Ag Safety Day in
Alva April 28.
A.R. points for the last nine weeks
were due April 28, and 69 first through
sixth graders met their goal for this last
nine weeks, Burrow said. Students had
to have reached three out of four of their
overall A.R. goals for the year to go to
the Dodgers game on May 3. The group
left at 7:30 a.m. and returned around 5
p.m. “We enjoyed hot dogs in the stands,
were entertained by the mascots, and had
the perfect weather for a baseball game,”
said Burrow. “Parents who traveled and
joined us were very much appreciated!”
Fifth and sixth grades went to the
State Capitol on May 4. Students toured
the Capitol, sat in on the representatives
in session, and met Rep. Carl Newton
and Sen. Casey Murdock, who gave the
students fairly detailed information on
how the state government works, Burrow
said. The students then ate at Charleston
in Bricktown and toured the Oklahoma
National Memorial and Museum.
Fun Follies was Thursday, May 5.
This event raises money to go toward
incentive trips next year. The Masonic
Lodge matched the total raised, Burrow
said, “so we are extremely grateful for
their contribution.”
Today, May 11, first and second
grades plan to tour NWOSU, paint at the
Graceful Arts Gallery, then head to the
Menagerie for their field trip.
The awards assembly for pre-K
through sixth grades will be tomorrow,
Thursday, May 12, at 9 a.m. Parents are
welcome to take their child after the
assembly is over. “NHS is helping with
a field day for the elementary students
from 1 to 3 that day to finish our school
year with a fun time,” said Burrow.
The summer camp theme is
“Survivor,” and students will fish, camp
in tents, and learn about geodes.
In the high school, both the baseball
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Carl’s Capitol Comments

3 Newton bills signed into law
By Rep. Carl Newton
The governor recently signed three
of my House bills into law.
House Bill 3821 extends the sunset
on apportionment of gross production
tax revenue to several state agency or
commission revolving funds until July
1, 2027. The apportionments were set to
end July 1 this year.
Extended funds are: the Oklahoma
Tourism and Recreation Department
Capital Expenditure Revolving Fund;
Oklahoma Conservation Commission
Infrastructure
Revolving
Fund;
Community
Water
Infrastructure
Development Revolving Fund; and the
Oklahoma Water Resources Board Rural
Economic Action Plan Water Projects
Fund.
Agencies use revolving funds to
prepare for larger projects or expenditures
than are sometimes possible within a
single fiscal year’s budget. This will
allow programs and services to continue
that benefit Oklahomans.
House Bill 3823 specifies that licensed
optometrists and ophthalmologists may
perform vision screening for children
going into kindergarten, first and third
grade, and exempts them from additional
training requirements. Vision screenings
for children entering school are vital.
I’ve done these screenings for free for
years. My schooling and training is far
more intensive than what the nurses from
the Department of Health who conduct
many of these screenings receive. The
extra requirement for licensed doctors is

redundant, so this saves some time and
money.
House Bill 3824 authorizes
the Department of Environmental
Quality to apply site-specific criteria
to discharge water quality standards,
so long as they are implemented
by the permitting or rulemaking
process that meets requirements for
public comments. Right now, to give
a variance from the standard to a
community, this would have to go
through a lengthy rulemaking process.
This allows DEQ to permit on a specific
area to take care of those variances for
the short term as they work toward a
more permanent solution through the
longer rulemaking process.
Now that most of the policy work is
done in the Legislature, we’re focused
on completing our state budget for the
next fiscal year that starts in July. As
chair of the Appropriations & Budget
Subcommittee for Natural Resources
and Regulatory Services, I’ve already
turned in our recommendation for budget
needs for the agencies, boards and
commissions under our purview. Other
A&B subcommittee chairs have done
the same thing. Now, we’re working on
putting the final budget together. I’m
hoping the budget will be announced
this week.
As always, please do not hesitate to
contact me. You may reach me by email
at carl.newton@okhouse.gov, or phone
me at 405-557-7339. God Bless you and
the State of Oklahoma.
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Alfalfa County
commissioners
accept quote for
trailer

By Stacy Sanborn
At the Alfalfa County commissioner
meeting earlier this week, Mike Roach,
Jay Hague and Marvin Woodall signed
approvals on their usual orders of
business. They took care of the last
meeting’s minutes, blanket purchase
orders, M&O payment warrants, and
other monthly reports.
They approved special payroll for
election board members that weren’t
turned in last month and then signed
approval on a request for new account
numbers for benefits regarding the Chart
of Account.
Next, the three men signed to
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Meeting
Anyone over 50 who is interested in
learning more can attend an informational
meeting at ARC on Thursday, May 12, at
5:30 p.m. or contact Courtney at ARC.
There
are
many
pickleball
websites or You Tube videos like the
one at
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=kqLRRNOpe8U to help you
become more familiar with the sport.
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Senate Review

As legislative session winds
down, vetting governor’s
nominations underway
By Senator Roland Pederson
We’ve wrapped up our last
legislative deadline, and we’re nearing
towards the end of this year’s session.
Constitutionally, we must adjourn by 5
p.m. on the last Friday in May, but it’s
possible we could adjourn sooner. We’re
getting closer to a budget for Fiscal Year
2023, which typically signals the end of
session may be in sight.
In the meantime, we’re working
on reviewing the governor’s executive
nominations. We have more than
150 Oklahomans who have been
nominated to state boards, agencies
and commissions that we must vet and
approve before we adjourn. I’m proud
to carry the nominations of three very
deserving citizens from our district this
year.
Enid resident Deirdre Gurry has
been nominated to the Oklahoma Space
Industry Development Authority, which
owns and operates the Oklahoma Air
and Spaceport on behalf of the state of
Oklahoma. The board is responsible for
the operations and maintenance of the
airport and spaceport.
Jason Turnbow, Enid, was appointed
to the Board of Regents for Northern
Oklahoma College in Alva. The Board
manages the general affairs of the
college, which was the state’s first public

community college.
I’m also carrying the nomination
of Peter Dillingham of Enid to the
State Board of Career and Technology
Education, which leads our state’s
nationally renowned CareerTech system.
Oklahoma CareerTech is comprised
of 29 technology center districts that
educate more than 426,000 students
across the state to be valued members of
the workforce. It also oversees several
student organizations, like the Oklahoma
FFA Organization and Oklahoma
Technology Student Association (TSA).
Mr. Dillingham was approved by the full
Senate on Monday.
In closing, I hope you all had a
wonderful Mother’s Day and were able
to show the moms and mother figures
in your life all of the appreciation they
deserve. I’m very thankful for my
wife, Terry, and all she’s done for our
children throughout the years. She’s an
excellent wife and example of a mom
that always puts her children above
herself, and I’m so proud of all she’s
accomplished.
It’s an honor to serve as your voice
at our state Capitol. Please feel free
to reach out if there is anything I can
help you with. You can contact me at
405-521-5630 or via email at Roland.
Pederson@oksenate.gov.
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County
change District 2 Receiving Officer
Laura Hague’s name to Laura Dugger,
followed by approval of the five-year
bridge plan for Districts 1 and 2. Lastly,
commissioners reviewed a written quote
for an end-dump trailer. They accepted
the $11,399 quote from Phil’s Cycle out
of El Reno.

Alfalfa County
court filings
According to the affidavits and
petitions on file, the following individuals
have been charged. An individual is
innocent of any charges listed below
until proven guilty in a court of law. All
information is a matter of public record
and may be obtained by anyone during
regular hours at the Woods County
Courthouse. The Alva Review-Courier
will not intentionally alter or delete any
of this information. If it appears in the
courthouse public records, it will appear
in this newspaper.
Misdemeanor Filings
Raul Meza, Fresno, Texas, 23, has
been charged with trespass after being
forbidden and malicious injury to
property. ($628)
Civil Filings
In Re: Chloe Jasmine: name change.
Marriage License Filings
S.A. Pete Laughlin and Crystal
Joanne McPherson, both of Checotah:
marriage license. ($50)
Traffic Citations
Amber Michelle Simpson, Enid, has
been cited for failure to stay in single
lane of traffic. ($249)
Laura Ann Kahler, Fort Worth,
Texas, has been cited for speeding 1-10
mph over the speed limit. ($100)
Katherine E. Pehonsky, Bradford,
Pennsylvania, has been cited for
speeding 1-10 mph over the speed limit.
($100)
Benjamin Ross Book, Moore, has
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over
the speed limit. ($100)
Wildlife Filings
Sean L. Rabourn, Wichita, Kansas,
has been cited with non-resident fishing
without license. ($339)
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Waynoka

softball teams, though defeated at
districts, did well in their seasons, Smith
told the board. Four students went to
the state track meet and did very well;
students competed at the state vocal
and ensemble contest, also doing well.
Last week was FFA’s state convention
in Tulsa. Officers were elected last
week, and they were to be announced at
Monday night’s FFA Awards Banquet.
Smith said the baccalaureate service
was “very nice.”
Scholarships for seniors were to be
presented last night, Tuesday. Thursday
is the last day of school, which will
consist of a junior high awards assembly
at 8:30 a.m. Right before the elementary
awards assembly.
Eighth grade promotion will be
tomorrow, Thursday, at 6 p.m. High
school graduation will be Friday at 7
p.m.
Over the summer, students will
stay active. Several judging camps
have been approved, including a local
judging camp. FCCLA will be going
to the national convention. Summer
basketball skills camps will be held, as
will Summer Pride.
Superintendent Talks Finances

Revenue is down $55,000 on the
year, said Superintendent Scott Cline,
but then added “We’re kinda blessed
to be down just that much. Right now
we’ve under-collected ad valorem by
$427,000 compared to last year; two
years ago that was $988,000. So, that’s
in protest and we’ll eventually see it,
but when I don’t know and how much
I don’t know.”
Looking out over the next few
months, Cline said, “a lot of things can
change, but worst-case scenario I’m
looking at being able to carryover about
$300,000 unless something obscene
happens.”
He added that the school’s fuel bill
has increased. It’s a significant increase:
“About a 75 percent increase in the
fuel bill, and a 20 percent natural gas
increase,” he said.
However, daycare expenditures are
down on the year and revenue is up, he
said. The daycare is still $23,000 in the
hole, but last year that number was closer
to $60,000 in the red, “so we’ve made
great strides there,” Cline concluded.
Personnel: Summer Contracts
Approved
The board approved a list of extra duty

contracts for summer school teachers.
This is for student summer camp, said
Cline, adding that the individuals would
be paid $30 an hour.
The board also approved the
employment of certified teachers under
a temporary contract for the 2022-2023
school year, and to employ a certified
speech pathologist from June through
July 2022 and the 2022-2023 school
year.
They also voted to employ – at $13
an hour – the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023
summer maintenance staff listed on
Attachment C in the board’s documents.
And they approved employing a driver’s
education teacher for this summer.
Other Board Business
The board then approved a number
of routine items with little or no
discussion: temporary appropriations
for FY 2022-23; OSSBA membership
renewal for the 2022-23 school year;
OSSBA Employment Services service
agreement for 2022-23 school year; an
agreement with the Cooperative Council
for Oklahoma School Administration
(CCOSA) for participating in CCOSA’s
District-level Services Program for the
2022-2023 school year.
The board also approved a fundraiser
request from FFA.
The board approved the agreement
with Alcohol and Drug Testing Inc. for
the bus drivers’ alcohol and drug testing
and student extra-curricular activity
alcohol and drug testing for the next
school year.
Also approved wass a list of board
policies that had only had minor
verbiage changes, according to Cline.
These policies had to do with searches
for drugs, alcohol or contraband, the
process for making a complaint of
discrimination in the curriculum. Other
policies related to graduation and to
head injuries.
The board approved next year’s
calendar for the Beginning Tracks
Childcare Center. They then declared a list
of library books as surplus.
The board also approved the
consent agenda, comprising minutes of
past meetings; reports on the general,
building, activity and Bond #31 funds;
encumbrances for the general, building
and Bond #31 funds; and change orders.
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Obituaries
JIMMY DEAN BECKER
Jimmy Dean Becker, age 58,
resident of Alva,
Oklahoma,
passed
away Saturday, May
7, 2022, surrounded
by family.
Jimmy was born
October 30, 1963, to
Rosalyn and Everett
Becker.
He
graduated
from Oswego High School in 1982.
During his high school years, he
competed as a team roper and steer
wrestler in the Kansas State High School
Rodeo Association and was honored as
the state champion in steer wrestling in
1982. He then attended Northwestern
Oklahoma State University. While
at NWOSU he earned his bachelor’s
degree and competed on the rodeo team.
He then worked for Triple C Cattle
traveling all over western Kansas buying
cattle from feedlots.
Jimmy had two passions in life. First
was his passion for rodeo. Throughout
his life Jim competed in the sport of rodeo
earning many honors and developing
lifelong friendships along the way. He
was especially fond of his horses and
took the time to develop each of them
to their potential. Second was his love
music. He enjoyed attending a concert
whenever he had to opportunity, usually
taking friends along with him to enjoy it
too. His willingness to share his hobbies
with others was greatly appreciated by
those who knew him.
Jimmy was preceded in death by his
mother, Rosalyn Becker.
Survivors include his dad, Everett
Becker of Oswego, Kansas; sister,
Sherri Brown and her husband Matt
of McLouth, Kansas; brother, Rocky
Becker and his wife Jennifer of
Oswego, Kansas; nieces and nephews,
Christopher Becker, Baylee Brown,
Allison and Emmett Becker.
A Celebration of Life will be held on
Friday, May 13, at 11 a.m. at the Labette
County Fairgrounds Rodeo Arena in
Oswego, Kansas.
In lieu of flowers, the family strongly
suggests memorials to Allison and
Emmett’s college fund. Memorials may
be sent to Derfelt Funeral Home, 203
Illinois St., Oswego, KS 67356.

Online condolences may be made at
www.derfeltfuneralhomes.com.
DANIEL ‘DAN’ JOSEPH FRIEDEN
Daniel (Dan) Joseph Frieden was
born the youngest
son of Joseph and
Mildred Frieden on
February 15, 1953,
in Hardtner, Kansas.
He passed away at
his family home in
Kiowa, Kansas, on
April 18, 2022.
Dan
graduated
from Burlington Public Schools in 1971
where he was a member of the basketball
team. He then went on to graduate with
honors from the OSU-Okmulgee Auto
Mechanic Program in August of 1973.
After graduating, Dan worked for
John Deere Tractor in Kiowa, Kansas,
until he purchased his grandfather’s
filling station in Hazelton, Kansas.
In 1980, Dan married Pamela
Johnson of Alva, Oklahoma, and they
made their home in Hazelton, Kansas. To
this union, three sons were born: Cody,
Kelly, and Bret. In 1983, they moved to
Alva where Dan worked at a parts store
called Green Light Auto. Dan enjoyed
playing and umpiring softball – which
began his officiating career. Dan was
also worship leader at the Alva Friends
Church.
In 1988, the family relocated to
Ponca City where he transferred with
Green Light Auto. To help the family, he
acquired a part time job delivering pizza
with Domino’s. In 1993, the family
relocated again to Stillwater for better
opportunities. This is where the family
would call their home.
While in Stillwater, Dan worked
several odd jobs to support his family. He
worked in parts, custodial services, food
services, motor services, maintenance,
and officiating; but officiating was Dan’s
greatest passion up until the day of his
passing.
Dan will be remembered by those
on the field, coaches and players alike.
Dan was always friendly to everyone
and loved to see the good in people. He
never knew a stranger, made anyone
feel welcome, had an infectious laugh
that was unforgettable, and would help
anyone in time of need.
Survivors include his sons, Cody

(Brettina) Frieden, Kelly (Tiffany)
Frieden, Bret (Baillie) Frieden;
grandchildren,
Ashley
Freeman,
Franchel (Johnny) Moran, Brittany
(Dylon) Hale, Olivia Frieden, Audrey
Frieden; great grandchildren, Shamiah
Freeman, Adreyana Freeman, Destiny
Freeman, Kyrhee Johnson, Darrion
Thomas, Calleigh Freeman, Rhaegar
Moran, Alexander Cox, Lendyn
Freeman, Parker Hale; mother, Mildred
of Kiowa, Kansas; siblings, David
Frieden (MJ), Janice (Jeff) Bahr;
former wife, Pam Frieden; many nieces,
nephews, cousins, and a host of family
and friends.
On May 13, 2022 at 3 p.m., there will
be a memorial service at Life Church,
1917 N. Country Club Road, Stillwater,
Oklahoma. On June 4, 2022 at 10:30
a.m., there will be a memorial service at
Lanman Funeral Home, Inc., 204 N. 7th
Street, Kiowa, Kansas. Then Dan will
be laid to rest at the Apostolic Christian
Cemetery near Burlington, Oklahoma.
Kiowa arrangements are by Lanman
Funeral Home, Inc. of Kiowa. Online
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.
In lieu of flowers, the family
requests memorials be made to St Jude’s
Children’s Hospital through the funeral
home.
GARY MAX JOHNSON
Gary Max Johnson was born in
Cherokee, Oklahoma, on March 22,
1944, and passed
away
peacefully
surrounded by his
wife and children at
his home in Cypress,
Texas, on April
30,2022.
He is preceded in
death by his parents,
Doyle Johnson and
Thelma Johnson, nephew, Monte
Tucker and brother- in- law, Charles
Tucker.
Gary grew up in Amorita,
Oklahoma, and graduated from
Burlington High School, where he
met his wife and best friend, Nancy
Johnson. He was a graduate from
Southwestern
Oklahoma
State.
Gary worked for Phillips Petroleum
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Company for 33 years, his last few
years was as a chemical salesman.
Survived by his wife Nancy
Johnson, son, Chris Johnson and wife
Angie Johnson, daughter, Stephanie
Orlando and husband Paul Orlando
and grandchildren, Beau Orlando,
Zach Orlando and Grace Orlando,
sister, Jane Tucker and sister in-law,
Becky and husband Ken McMurphy,
several nieces and nephews.
After retirement, Gary enjoyed
woodworking and woodcarving and
watching old western movies. He and
Nancy were members of the Tejas Hilo’fer Camping Club for many years.
He was an avid Dallas Cowboy and
OU football fan. His spontaneous one
liners will be greatly missed.
He was the first property chairman
and was one of many members that
worked tirelessly on building Cypress
Crossings Christian Church in Cypress,
Texas.
Memorial Services will be held at a
later date. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made in Gary’s memory to
the Children’s Ministry at Cypress
Crossings Christian Church at 15751
Cypress Rosehill Rd. Cypress, Texas,
77429.

GRACE ELAINE MATHES
On Saturday, May 7, 2022, Grace
Elaine Mathes went to be with the
Lord at the age of 73
years, 3 months and 9
days. Grace was born
January 29, 1949, in
Liberal, Kansas, to
Fred and Zola Mae
(Chambers) Harvey.
She grew up
there and in Kismet,
Kansas, graduating
high school at Southwestern Heights
in Kismet in 1968. Grace moved to
Shawnee in 1982 to raise her daughter
Mandy near family. She was a hardworking single mom, working at TDK
for 20 years, all the while being active in
the school system as a substitute teacher,
the band boosters and in her church
home Wallace Avenue in Shawnee.
It was in Shawnee that she met John.
They were married, June 29, 2002, in
Shawnee and later moved to John’s
hometown of Alva. There they started
the Honey Wheat Bed & Breakfast where
she catered events and greeted guests
with a heartfelt welcome into a cozy
home and a hot homemade breakfast.

They later moved to their current
home at Greensberg Corner where they
welcomed their son Thomas Mathes.
They opened the old Miller Café as the
Honey Wheat Café & Catering in 2011
in Waynoka where Grace continued to
welcome everyone with a smile and a
homecooked meal. She was a great wife,
mother, daughter, and aunt who loved
deeply and will be greatly missed by
everyone whose life she touched with
her warm heart.
She was preceded in death by both
parents, Fred and Zol; two brothers,
Chet Harvey and Donny Harvey; sisters,
Linda Lou Harvey, Calamatty Jane
Harvey, and Judy Harvey Turnell Warta
Winslow.
She is survived by her husband, John
Mathes; son, Thomas Mathes of Carmen,
daughter, Mandy Clayton and husband,
Oran, of Waynoka; granddaughter,
Abbigail Clayton of Waynoka; motherin-law, Beulah Mathes of Alva; son,
Jesse Turnell of Alva; sister, Katherine
Edie and husband, Tom, of Bethel;
numerous nieces, nephews, and other
family and friends.
Funeral services will be at 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 14, 2022, at the Alva
Church of God with Pastor Nathan
Braudrick officiating. Interment will
be in the Galena Cemetery under the
direction of Marshall Funeral Home of
Alva.
Memorial contributions may be made
through the family to the Alva Church of
God or the Alva Senior Citizens.
Remembrances
may
be
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com
LESTER GENE ROSE
Lester Gene Rose was born in
Alva, Oklahoma, to Albert “Bud” and
Faye Rose on March 6, 1955, and left
this world on April 28, 2022, in Enid,
Oklahoma.
A Celebration of Life service
for Lester Gene Rose will be 2 p.m.
Wednesday, May 11, 2022, at the
Marshall Funeral Home Chapel with
Rev. Drew Kirtley officiating.
On September 1, 1979, he and Paula
Spratt were married.
He leaves behind one son, one

See Obituraries Page 36

May 11, 2022

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 33

May 11, 2022

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 34

May 11, 2022

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 35

May 11, 2022

From Page 32

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 36

Obituaries

daughter, three brothers and their
families, three grandchildren, numerous
nephews and nieces, other relatives and
friends.
Online condolences may be made at
www.marshallfuneralhomes.com.
PEGGY LOUISE JACKSON
WELLS
Peggy Louise Jackson Wells, 87, of
Amarillo, Texas, passed away on May 6,
2022. A Celebration
of Life will be
held at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, May 12,
2022 at Washington
Avenue Christian
Church with Pastor
Jim
Shelburne
officiating.
Peggy was born
on January 20, 1935, in Alva, Oklahoma,

to Roy and Alice Jackson. She graduated
from Alva High School, home of the
Goldbugs, in 1953.
She married her soul mate and
love of her life Vernon “Jerry” Wells
on November 26, 1975 in Goddard,
Kansas. They spend 42 wonderful
years together until his passing in
2017.
Peggy was a longtime member of
Paramount Terrace Christian Church/
Hillside and in her later years attended
Washington Avenue Christian Church.
She was a special mother who, instead
of a bedtime story, sang “Moon River”
to her children every night at bedtime.
She was a classy woman who had
an eye for fashion and loved to shop.
She enjoyed gardening, sewing, games
and spending time with her family.
She was a member of Beta Sigma Phi
for many years, and cherished her

friendships.
Peggy will be deeply missed by all
who were blessed to know and love
her.
She was preceded in death by her
parents, Roy and Alice Jackson, her
husband, Jerry, her son, Dr. Derrick
Skaggs, and her brother, Jim Jackson.
Left to cherish her memory are her
children, Jana May and husband Mike,
Robbie Davis, Cindy Ray and husband
Keith, Chris Wells and wife Ellen,
her brother, Timm Jackson and wife
Karen, along with 10 grandchildren
and 9 great grandchildren.
The family would like to thank
Brenda Christy, Diane Shepherd
and the staff of Care Cottage for the
excellent care and love shown to
Peggy during the past 7 months. You
made her part of your family and we
will be forever grateful.
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Fifteen graduate as the South Barber Class of 2022
By Yvonne Miller
The weather has turned hot and windy,
so you know it’s time for graduation. On
Mother’s Day 15 graduated with the
Class of 2022 at South Barber in Kiowa.
One by one the seniors walked into
the gymnasium to the sound of “Pomp
and Circumstance” played by Nikki
Brattin. Adoring family and friends
watched, undoubtedly remembering that
graduate since they were in diapers. The
video toward the end of commencement
featuring each graduate is certain to
spark emotion.
Rather than a guest speaker, the class
president, valedictorian and salutatorian
address the audience. Excerpts from
their speeches follow.
Clare Pollock Gives Valedictory
Address
Valedictorian Clare Pollock stepped
to the podium to give her address and
said, “We have been waiting for this day
for what seems like an eternity, and it is
finally here. Back in elementary school
when we began typing our username
with the number ‘22’, as our graduation
year, that seemed so far away,” Pollock
said.
“I would like to thank all of our
elementary, junior high, and high school
teachers, as well as Mr. Shaffer and Mrs.
Kersten, for helping get us to this point.
Without your guidance through the
years, we would not be sitting in these
seats.”
Pollock reminisced about all the
fun times and other times with her
classmates. Then she said, “Instead of
labeling people based on ‘things,’ let’s
label each other based on choices. We
choose what we say. We choose how
we treat others. We choose between
right and wrong. We choose to build
others up instead of tearing them down.
We choose to stand up for others when
they’re being bullied. Instead of our
label being “the popular kid, the athlete,
or the smart one” wouldn’t it be better
if our label defined what we choose to
be: kind, compassionate, easy-going,
friendly, trustworthy, dependable, loyal,
full of integrity? 1 Peter chapter 3 verse 8
says ‘Finally, all of you, be like-minded,
be sympathetic, love one another, be
compassionate and humble.’”
She remembered the book “Wonder”
her class read in seventh grade about a
boy named Auggie with severe facial
impairments. He just wanted to be

SOUTH BARBER GRADUATING CLASS OF 2022 – From left: (back row)
Clare Pollock, Tony Vasquez, Kyler Ferrell, Gatlin Jewell, Ruston Erikson,
Gavin Allen; (middle row) Avery Grieve, Chase Schmidt, Grace Cantrell, Alex
Bougoukalos, Jordan Talbott; (front row) Bianca Binning, Alexis Schultz,
Breckynn Behee, Caden Rathgeber.
normal.
“Auggie has been a hero for the
ages, one who proves that “you can’t
blend in when you were born to stand
out.” I remember how that story left an

AT THE TOP OF THE CLASS – Avery Grieve (left) is salutatorian and
Clare Pollock is valedictorian of the
South Barber Class of 2022. Photo by
Yvonne Miller

impact on me … on us. A quote that has
always stuck with me from that book
was “Given the choice to be right or be
kind, choose kind.”
Salutatorian Avery Grieve Says You
May Strike Out but Don’t Give Up
When Salutatorian Avery Grieve
stood at the podium, she described
herself as “a huge baseball fan.” She
told the story of one of her favorite
baseball players Houston Astro Jose
Altuve. He is the shortest active MLB
player at the height of five-six. He faced
many challenges on his road to play in
the major leagues, often in the form of
rejection from tryout camps. Despite
Altuve’s talent he was rejected because
of his small stature.
Grieve told how after thinking he
was close to a Major League contract, it
was pulled away from him in the blink
of an eye. “Altuve was devastated, but
he did not let that stop him. He got right
back to work, attending more tryout
camps,” she said.
Alfredo Pedrique, the Astros
Latin American Coordinator, was
a key decision-maker in the Astros
organization.
Pedrique used his
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influence to promote Altuve and the rest
is history.
Grieve said Altuve is now the
Houston Astros second baseman.
He’s won five Silver Sluggers, been
selected to seven All-Star teams, earned
American League’s most valuable player
in 2017, and helped lead the Astros to a
world series title in 2017.
“Jose Altuve would not be where he is
today without his determination. He was
rejected by eight major league baseball
teams. The message to pull from this is,
never give up! Keep pushing forward.
You will meet your goals. There will be
struggles and trials along the way. There
will be people who don’t believe in us.
Use this as fuel to prove them wrong. Stay
determined and focused, and you will
reach your goals in no time,” Grieve said.
“Without Pedrique, Altuve never
would have gotten the chance to be
a major league player. We all need
somebody like that in our corner. It is so
important to have that group of people,

who, no matter what, believe that you
can accomplish anything. Everybody
needs people to believe in them. We
all need a support system. That support
can come from family, friends, teachers,
community members, coworkers, and
sometimes, even complete strangers.
“Without people believing in us and
our dreams, we would lose motivation
and start to believe that we actually can’t
do it. With a little determination, hard
work, and a great support system, we
can accomplish anything. So, to the class
of 2022, remember Altuve’s story. When
life throws you curveballs, you may
swing and miss, you may strike out, but
you’ll always get another at-bat. Lean
on those around you who believe in you,
and don’t give up,” Grieve concluded.
Class President Ruston Erikson
Not surprisingly, Class President
Ruston Erikson brought his humor to the
podium and had a special description for
each of his classmates.
Erikson laughed as he said the

phone calls these graduates will make
to parents this next year will be like
what button do you hit on the washing
machine; can you put some gas money
in my account; and many more.
“We like to think we can do it all
on our own already, but in reality, we
know that we’ll need them to hold our
hands just a little bit longer,” Erikson
said of their parents.
In conclusion he said, “I’ve watched
these young men and women grow up
together, tackle challenges together,
and bully each other nonstop. Even
though we are going separate ways, I
know I will always remember my high
school years. We have accomplished
so much just by being here, and I
know that we will continue to do great
things in our futures. I’m so glad I was
able to be a part of this senior class of
2022 and I hope that you guys will be
diligent and successful in everything
you put your mind to. I love you guys
and Go, Chieftains!”
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Barber County
court filings
Limited Civil
Synchrony Bank vs. Roberta Martin:
debt collection.
LVNV Funding LLC vs. Christopher
Conaway: debt collection.
Housing Authority of Medicine
Lodge vs. Tiffany Henson: landlord/
tenant dispute-other.
LVNV Funding LLC vs. Savanah R.
Dutton: debt collection.
Traffic Citations
Deborah Anderson Frazier has been
cited for maximum speed. ($276)
Matthew Adam Harding has been
cited for maximum speed. ($183)
Jibril Liban has been cited for
maximum speed. ($213)
Caleb Joseph Masters has been cited
for maximum speed. ($201)
Christina Medeiros has been cited
with driving while license cancelled/
suspended/revoked. ($258)
Justin Wayne Bennett has been cited
for maximum speed. ($362)
Chelsea Shanea Buzzard has been
cited for maximum speed. ($240)
Veronica Del Rio has been cited for
overweight limits on wheels and axles.
($153)
Allen Burl Hammond Jr. has been
cited for maximum speed. ($408)
Jessica Faye Hemken has been cited
for maximum speed. ($500)
Dylan Michael Hildreth has been
cited for maximum speed. ($207)
Kayla Shayne Land has been cited
for maximum speed. ($189)
Sergio Ramirez Zapata has been
cited for over weight limits on wheels
and axles. ($153)
Felix Rodriguez Romo has been
cited for maximum speed. ($222)
Andrew Lynn Stackhouse has been
cited for maximum speed. ($201)

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Page 42

Real Estate Transfers
Book 147 page 244: SOVARBCO
LLC conveys unto Linchpin Farms LLC.
Lots 1 and 2 and the north half of the
northeast quarter of section 17, township
35 south, range 12 west of the 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 248: Steven Keimig
and Tammy Keimig convey unto Steve
and Tammy Keimig Trust. The east half
of the east half of section 33, township
30 south, range 11 west of the 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 250: Virginia M.
Reverts and Verleen Rewerts and Karen
Nicole Gordon an Kenneth Alvin Gordon
Jr. unto the Jody T. Nittler Living Trust.
The southeast quarter and the south 60
acres of the northeast quarter of section
16, township 30 south, range 14 West
of the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas.
Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 252: 3 A Farms
conveys unto The Jody T. Hittle Living
Trust. Undivided ¼ interest in and to:
the southeast quarter and the south 60
acres of the northeast quarter of section
16, township 30 south, range 14 west
of the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas.
Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 253: Joseph A.
Duvall and Kayla E. Duvall convey
unto the Jody T. Nittler Living Trust.
The southeast quarter and the south 60
acres of the northeast quarter of section
16, township 30 south, range 14 west
of the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas.
Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 255: Virginia M.
Reverts and Verleen Rewerts and
Karen Nicole Gordon an Kenneth Alvin
Gordon Jr. unto The Jody T. Nittler
Living Trust. The northwest quarter of
section 15, township 30 south, range
14 West of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 262: Rose Marie
Blunk conveys unto Rose Marie Blunk
Living Trust. The southeast quarter of
northeast quarter of section 21, township
34, south, range 13 West of the 6th PM.
Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 264: Annette L.
Harris conveys unto Michael Davis. Lot
10 and the west half of lot 11 in block
113 in the Town Company’s Addition
to the City of Kiowa, Barber County,

Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 266: John Earl
Carroll and Heather Lois Wallace
Carroll convey unto John Frank Gibson
III. The south half of the south half of the
southeast quarter of section 35, township
31 south, range 13 West of the 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 268: Freeman
Buildings LLC conveys unto Midwest
Pharmacy Foundation, Inc. Lots 24 and
26 on north Main Street; and the north
half of the lot 2 and the north half of the
west 25 feet of lot 4, on First Avenue
East, all in the Original Townsite of the
City of Medicine Lodge, Barber County,
Kansas. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 269: Brandon L.
Graham and Sydnie L. Roberts unto
Francisco Smith. Lot 7 in Lahey’s
Re-Plat of block 2, Hammond’s 2nd
Addition to the City of Medicine Lodge,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 276: Rufus Murray and
Tammy Jo Murray convey unto Jennifer
Paasch and Rita Adams. Lots 8 and 9 in
block 67 in the City of Hardtner, Barber
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 277: Ricky R.
Lambert and Torah Murphy Lambert,
and Gerald L. Hirt and Sandra L. Hirt,
unto Cha-Che Land Co. LLC. The
northeast quarter of section 23, township
32 south, range 10 West of the 6th PM,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 281: Sessions Farm
& Land LLC convey unto John Crum
Session, trustee or his successors in
the trust of the John Henry Session
Irrevocable Trust. The south half of
section 26 and the east half of the
southeast quarter of section 27 and the
east half of the east half of section 34
and all of section 35, township 33 south,
range 14 west of the 6th PM, Barber
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 283: Joshua T. Quiet
and Tabitha Quiet convey unto Emmelia
Landwehr and Cecelia Landwehr. The
west 75 feet of the north 18 feet of lot
58, and the west 75 feet of lot 60, and
the west 75 feet of the south 10 feet of
lot 62, on north Main Street, in Stolp’s
Addition to the City of Medicine Lodge,
Barber County, Kansas. Joint tenancy

Barber County real estate
transactions
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Animals and Pets

Day Labor at the Salvage.
$12-$14 hour depending
Riding Lessons
on experience and talent.
Therapeutic horse riding Iron cutters top pay. 1208
lessons. Learn proper Fair St., Alva. 580-327techniques,
rehabilitate 1313
your mind, body and soul
Farm Supplies
through horse therapy. For
info, call Colette Baier
For Sale
580-401-0509.
2021 Kubota L3301HST.
For Sale
Front end loader, 5ft
mower deck, sun canopy,
Yearling Commercial Red
only 35 hours. $27,000.
Angus & Red SimAngus
316-706-5862
Replacement
Bulls.
Passed fertility test. EPDs
For Sale
available. Manchester, OK.
Sires include Red Angus John Deere 7720 combine
5L Defender, Redemption & header. 580-829-2830
& SimAngus Cadillac.
For Sale
Contact Garet for details.
580-716-3667.
Pictures 1967 C50 Chevy Wheat
Truck. 620-886-1694
available upon request
Kiowa Straw Delivered
Business Services
$7/bale delivered. Local &
bulk discounts. 580-829Need junk hauled off? Call 3090.
James. 580-748-4293
Garage Sale
Ms. Dian’s Gymnastics
Yard Sale
Enroll now for a summer
gymnastics camps offered 120 Center St., Alva. Sat
June and July. Mom and 8:30am-2pm
Me class for 2 yr olds. Boy
Multi Family Sale
and girl classes offered.
Call for details. 580-829- Fri, May 13, 4pm-7pm and
Sat, May 14, 7am-3pm. 810
2674
Logan St., Alva. Furniture,
Employment
home decor, appliances,
kitchenware,
clothing,
Tuesday Night Help
shoes (mens, womens,
Counting,
inserting, boys, girls, various sizes),
bundling Newsgram. 7:30 exercise equipment, tools
p.m. to ? usually 11 p.m. and much more. Do not
but stop time varies. Must miss these steals and deals
be 18 years or older, able
Large Garage Sale
to lift 10 lb. Pay is $10/hr.
Pick up application at 620 Sat. 8am-? 1703 Murray
Choctaw St., Alva.
Dr., Alva
Help Wanted
Big Sale
Call James
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Saturday, May 14, 9am5pm, 108 Stolt, Medicine
Lodge, KS. (Old Nursing
Home) Buy a room or buy
item by item. Household
items:
dishes,
sheets,
furniture.
Appliances:
washers, dryers, stove.
Antiques: nice phonograph
w/records, organ, metal
tubs, scales, furniture.
Construction
tools,
materials: tile cutter, lathe,
siding, windows, duct
work, tools & more. Sold
as is, cash only.

Water Tank. 2 Spare Tires
& Rims 170 by 80-13 for
Trailer. Charcoal Smoker.
Southland Tiller. UTV Side
by Side. Deer Cart. 580748-0630
Annual Meeting
Union Center Cemetery at
Dacoma Town Office, May
18, 7pm
Real Estate
Apt for Rent

625 sq ft m/l. 2bdrm, living
room, kitchen (just the
Lawn Services
basics for 1 to 2 people),
Hometown Lawn Care bills & utility deposits
paid by owner. One month
Reasonable rates. Mowing, deposit & one month rent
blowing & edging. 30 years move-in. 580-327-2554
experience. Call Jeremy at
Houses for Rent
405-655-6219. Go Bugs!
2, 3 or 4 bdrm. Alva. 580Garden Tilling
603-2635
Any size. Call James at
Restaurant for Rent
580-748-4293.
I need someone to lease my
Miscellaneous
restaurant at Cherokee Inn.
For Sale
Good business possibility
250 gal container. Gas Hot in Cherokee. 580-761-0260

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office logs
Tuesday, May 3, 2022
During this day there
was one traffic stop.
2:03 p.m. – Report
of a person who fell at
Cherokee’s sport complex.
Medic took the patient to
Kiowa Hospital in Kiowa,
Kansas.
Wednesday, May 4, 2022
During this day there

were two traffic stops.
Thursday, May 5, 2022
9:18 a.m. – Medic
needed in the 400 block
of Pennsylvania for a
male who was weak and
throwing up. Medic took
the patient to Bass Hospital
in Enid.
9:29 a.m. – Report of
dogs running loose in the

See Sheriff Page 45
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From Page 44

Sheriff

road south of Cherokee.
9:35 a.m. – Medic needed
for a patient that was possibly
overdosing. Medic took the
patient to Bass Hospital in
Enid.
6:46 p.m. – Caller advised
his neighbor’s son was once
again pointing his air soft fire
at him when he goes by. Report
was taken and the juvenile’s
parents were contacted.
Friday, May 6, 2022
During this day there was
one traffic stop.
7:51 a.m. – Report of a dog
that looks like a black Lab mix
at 8th Street and Grand.
11:52 a.m. – Caller
reported that their neighbor
was playing their music too
loud, and wanted to file a
complaint. 12 p.m. a second
call came in about they had
turned the music up again.
11:54 a.m. – Report of a
grass fire on County Road 720
and McClain Road.
7:07 p.m. – Welfare check
needed in Helena.
7:55 p.m. – Caller wanted
to speak with a deputy about
a suspicious car that has been
following him around. Says it
might have something to do
with an incident that happened
earlier, but the car that looks
like law enforcement and has
been following him all day.
9:58 p.m. – Medic needed
on County Road 660 for a
male with problems with his
blood pressure. No transport
was needed.
10:55 p.m. - Lift assist
needed in the 700 block of
Myrtle Street.

Saturday, May 7, 2022
During this day there was
one traffic stop.
5:36 p.m. – Caller advised
her neighbor’s dog keeps
chasing her daughter and the
owner hasn’t done anything
about it. Officer arrived on
scene. Advised everything
was okay and the dogs were
put up.
6:12 p.m. – Caller advised
their neighbor in the 100 block
of Colorado was playing their
music loudly. Advised you
could hear it half a block away.
Officer on scene and advised
he had one male detained and
one male was pulled out of the
house at gun point. Dispatch
asked if he needed back up.
Advised he did not. Officer
has one male in custody.
7:17 p.m. – Medic needed;
she was trying to fix an outlet
and she felt an electric shock
and she can’t move her legs
or arms on her right side.
Medic took the patient to Bass
Hospital in Enid.
9:47 p.m. – Caller advised
that she and a friend were at the
park and someone screamed
three times like they were in
pain. Advised it came from
the north side of the park. She
advised they left because they
were scared. Officer advised
everything was okay.
Sunday, May 8, 2022
12:04 p.m. – Medic needed
for a male having a possible
stroke. No transport needed.
2:14 p.m. – Medic
needed in the 400 block of
Pennsylvania for a male who
was weak and throwing up.

See Sheriff Page 46
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Community
Calendar
Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva,
has in person dining and delivery
for homebound seniors. Please call
327-1822 until noon the day before
to order.
Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet
at Cancun Mexican Grill.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s
meeting is held every Wednesday.
Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior
Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva,
has in person dining and delivery
for homebound seniors. Please call
327-1822 until noon the day before
to order.
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip
Museum in Alva is open every day
except Monday.
3-6 p.m. Food distribution is every
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank,
818 Lane St.
5:30 p.m. An informational
meeting about starting a pickleball
league for seniors over 50 will be
held at the Alva Recreation Complex
in the field house.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous
open meeting is at 623 5th St. (Youth
Corr House), Alva on Mondays and
Thursdays.
Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum in Alva is open every day except
Monday.
6-10 p.m. BBQ Rib Cook-Off and
Concerts on square in Alva. One payment gives you all the ribs you can eat
and a vote on the People’s Choice award.
Stay to enjoy the concert by Love Handle. There’s also a car show with a cruise
around 7:30 p.m.
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Medic took the patient to Bass Hospital
in Enid.
Monday, May 9, 2022
2 a.m. – Caller advised they wanted
to make a report of stolen weapon in the

From Page 42
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200 block of Texas.
6:35 a.m. – Medic needed for a male
with chest pains. Medic took the patient
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Barber

warranty deed.
Book 147 page 285: Mary Rose
Helten and Ronald J. Helten convey
unto Mary Rose Helten Trust. The east
half of the northeast quarter of section
10, township 32 south, range 10, Barber
County, Kansas. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 286: Lawrence
D. Rausch conveys unto Jason E.
Beveridge. Lots 8–12 in block 13 in
Henton’s Addition to the City of Sharon,
Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 287: Bryon Smart
and Fern Smart convey unto Steven L.
Thompson and Patricia R. Thompson.
The east 30 feet of lots 37 and all of lot
39, First Avenue East, in the Original
Townsite of the City of Medicine
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas.
Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 294: Marlena Jackson
convey unto William McAdoo. Lots 1,
2, 11, 12 and the north half of lot 3, in
block 8, in Highland Addition to the City
of Medicine Lodge. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 295: Medicine
Lodge Meat Company LLC convey
unto Medicine Lodge Properties Group
LLC. A portion of the southeast quarter
of section 2, township 32 south, range
12, West of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 296: Delbert Keith
Roberts conveys unto Corner Stop 1
LLC. Kiowa Original City, block 33, lot
005PT, N 75 lots 6–8 and 75W 17 lot 5.
Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 297: Bryan
Investments LLC convey unto Michael
W. Coffins and Shana K. Coffins. Kiowa
Original City, block 52, N 42 lots 11 and
12. Quit claim deed.
Book 147 page 298: Alan C. Goering
and Virginia C. Goering. Lots 1–4 on
Oak Street in Ramsey’s Addition to the
City of Medicine Lodge, and the east half
of lot 13 and all of lot 14, Washington

Avenue West in Lake’s Addition to the
City of Medicine Lodge, Barber County,
Kansas. Warranty deed.
Book 147 page 300: Mary Jayne
Marsh conveys unto Charles Adamson
and Noel Adamson. The east 26 feet of
lot 6 and the west 63 feet of lot 8, on
Stolp’s Avenue West, in Stolp’s Addition
to the City of Medicine Lodge. Joint
tenancy warranty deed.
Mortgages
Book 246 page 280: Justin D. Binder
and Taylor Jo Binder to Farm Credit of
Western Oklahoma. A portion of the east
half of outlot 62 and a portion of outlot
77 to the City of Kiowa, being party
of the northwest quarter of section 14,
township 35 south, range 11 west of the
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note:
$133,000.00.
Book 246 page 292: Jason E.
Beveridge, to The People’s Bank. Lots
8–12 in block 13 in Henton’s Addition
to the City of Sharon, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $36,000.00.
Book 246 page 346: Marsha
Hoagland to Rocket Mortgage LLC. Lots
1, 2, 3 and 4 on Oak Street in Ramsey’s
Addition to the City of Medicine Lodge,
and the east half of lot 13 and all of
lot 14 on Washington Avenue West in
Lake’s Addition to the City of Medicine
Lodge, All in Barber County, Kansas.
Note: $225,834.00.
Book 246 page 363: Alan C. Goering
and Virginia C. Goering, to Citizen’s
Bank of Kansas. A tract of land in
the southwest quarter of section 32,
township 31 south, range 12 west of the
6th PM, Barber County Kansas. Note:
$350,000.00.
Book 246 page 378: Bruce E. Rickard
and Pamela K. Rickard, to American
AgCredit. The southwest quarter of
section 2, township 31 south, range 11
west of the 6th PM, Barber County,
Kansas. Note: $575,000.00.
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