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By Senator Roland Pederson 
The state budget has been in the 

spotlight as we’ve returned to the 
Capitol to finish 
our legislative 
business before the 
constitutionally 
required deadline 
of 5 p.m. on the last 
Friday in May. 

I reported last 
week that the Senate 
and House worked 

together to create a budget package that 
will mitigate agency cuts to our core 
services even during the $1.3 billion 
revenue shortfall caused by COVID-19 
and extremely low oil and gas prices. 
Unfortunately, the governor did not 
agree with some of the actions we took 
and subsequently vetoed several bills 
that funded education, as well as the 
general appropriations bill. 

Despite the rhetoric coming from 
the governor’s office, the bills we 

approved do not harm state retirement 
systems or take money from road and 
bridge projects. The legislature has 
been diligent over the past few years to 
make additional payments to our state’s 
retirement systems to increase their 
stability and funding levels. While we 
moved some of those extra payments 
from the retirement systems and applied 
them to education, the corpus of those 
pension plans remain untouched. A real-
life example of this is if a person is making 
extra payments on their car to pay the loan 
down faster. If an unexpected bill arises, 
the extra payment would most likely be 
temporarily applied to the emergency need. 

Some funds originally earmarked for 
transportation were also reallocated for 
education, but we backfilled this funding 
with bond issues, ensuring our state’s 
important road and bridge projects will 
continue. 

As you know, we’ve made historic 
investments in education over the past 
few years. It remains a priority for the 
legislature and we did everything in our 
power to hold education as harmless as 
possible in this budget. Although the 
governor vetoed the budget, the legislature 
swiftly took action to override his vetoes 
with a two-thirds majority. Consequently, 
these bills are now law. 

Our state retirees also received a much 
needed “win” this week when the Senate 
approved a cost-of-living adjustment, also 
known as a COLA. I’m proud to be a co-
author of this measure, which gives a two 
percent COLA to state employees who 
have been retired two to five years, and 
a four percent COLA to those who have 

been retired five years or more as of July 1, 
2020. I’ve worked for a COLA since I was 
elected four years ago, and I’m proud that 
our state retirees are finally receiving this 
adjustment to help with the ever-increasing 
cost of inflation. 

I’m hosting an additional blood drive 
with the Oklahoma Blood Institute at the 
City of Enid offices on May 26 from 1 p.m. 
to 4 p.m. So far, our series of blood drives 
have saved 225 lives. Thank you to all who 
have donated, and if you have time, we’d 
love to see you at the drive in Enid. 

Finally, please don’t forget to fill out 
the 2020 census. Federal funding like 
what we received from the CARES Act 
is distributed based on population data, 
so it’s important that we have an accurate 
count. As of May 13, Oklahoma was 
ranked 44th in the nation in response rate. 
Our state’s response rate of 52.9 percent 
was much lower than the national rate of 
59.1 percent. Across District 19, Alfalfa’s 
response was 39.4 percent, Garfield’s was 
59.5 percent, Grant’s was 42.5, and Kay’s 
was 58.5 percent.

We cannot be satisfied until we get a 
full count, or else we’ll be shortchanged 
for our fair share of federal funding over 
the next decade. If you’ve returned your 
census – thank you. If you haven’t, please 
complete it by mail, via phone by dialing 
844-330-2020, or online at 2020census.
gov. 

Thank you for allowing me to serve 
you. If there is anything I can help you 
with, please do not hesitate to reach out.  
You can contact me via email at Roland.
Pederson@oksenate.gov or by phone at 
405-521-5630. 

Senate Review 

How the budget works; state
retirees receive COLA adjustment
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Large crowd supporting EMS 
at Alva City Council meeting 
By Marione Martin

Monday night, the Alva City 
Council meeting attracted a large 

crowd. The meeting 
was held in the 
Alva Recreation 
Complex gym 
with chairs for 
the audience 
spaced six feet 
apart. In addition 
to a large public 
attendance, there 
was a showing of 
solidarity by the 

EMS department. On the agenda was 
a vote to have the interim business 
manager prepare and publish an 
RFP (request for proposals) for the 
ambulance service.

The size of the crowd and the 
number of people who wanted to talk 
about the issue is a good example of 
the value of public in-person meetings. 
Currently, Oklahoma public bodies are 
allowed to meet via teleconference 
due to an order by the Attorney 
General that expires in late fall. 
While virtual meetings have been a 
useful tool, too often they cut out the 
public from information gathering and 
participation, which is vital to our way 
of life.

We learned a lot about the issues 

facing the Alva EMS and heard many 
good comments, some emotional. 
Watch the Alva Review-Courier 
for stories from the meeting, which 
covered many other topics. A video 
of the meeting, which lasted more 
than two hours, will be available for 
viewing at www.AlvaReviewCourier.
com.

Unexpected Bonus
As shelter-at-home orders are 

eased, I’ve been reflecting on some 
unexpected bonuses from the time 
of pandemic. We’ve seen a rise in 
creativeness as people have dealt with 
various cancellations and restrictions. 
Families have learned more about each 
other. We’ve learned new technologies 
like Zoom and Facetime. 

With the closing down of activities 
and events, I’ve been able to spend 
more time at home. For a bookworm, 
this is a wonderful gift. I’ve also used 
my extra time to catch up on some 
movies I didn’t have time to see earlier. 
CBS has been showing older movies 
on Sunday nights. I watched “Mission 
Impossible” starring Tom Cruise last 
Sunday. They are showing “Titanic” 
May 24. I’ve recorded “Hidden 
Figures” on my DVR. I enjoyed that 
book and look forward to the movie.

A reader of my column asked 
how I was doing on learning to knit. 

Despite several problems, I persisted 
and finished something that looked 
somewhat like a winter scarf. It was a 
bit short because I threw away one ball 
of yarn after I mauled it badly with my 
struggles. When I finished, I threw it 
in the trash. But I have another scarf 
kit waiting. Hopefully, this one will be 
wearable!

Meanwhile, I found a cross-stitch 
piece from years ago that I never 
started. My eyesight made it difficult 
for that exacting work, but after 
cataract surgery I can now see what 
I’m doing! I found the center of my 
fabric and began the piece. The project 
was going well until I discovered the 
graph for the project had two pieces. 
I thought the left half was the whole 
thing!

All the work I did should have been 
located four or five inches to the left. 
I’m now removing all the thread so I 
can start over in the right location. It’s 
a good thing I’ve learned to be more 
patient in my old age!

What I’ve Been Reading
As always, I’ve been reading. 

Books have been my constant 
companion since before I could read. 
Trips to my small hometown library 
were a highlight of my youth, and I 
prefer bookstores over shopping for 
clothes. Tech stores are a close second.

What to Eat When
Currently, I’m reading “What to 

Eat When” by Michael F. Roizen, MD 
and Michael Crupain, MD, MPH. As 
my birthdays have stacked up, I’ve 
found good health to be a fascinating 
topic. I always enjoy any book with 
Dr. Roizen as an author. He has an 
engaging, entertaining style of writing 
liberally sprinkled with puns. He’s 
also very good at explaining scientific 
knowledge in layman’s terms.

Studies have shown when we lack 
the usual cues from clocks, our bodies 
are least hungry around 8 a.m. and 
most hungry around 8 p.m. That’s 
because when food is scarce the best 
time to store calories as fat is to eat at 

 See Support  Page 34
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Obituaries
TRESSA DIRHAM

Tressa Dirham was born on October 
23, 1969, and passed away on May 19, 
2020, at the age of 50. Services are 
pending with Wharton Funeral Chapel. 
Online condolences may be made at 
www.whartonfuneralchapel.com. 

JOAN HAGER
Joan Hager, 93, of Guymon, 

Oklahoma, passed away Saturday 
morning, May 16, 
2020, at her home.

The daughter 
of Earl and Sallie 
(Holding) Richey, 
she was born 
October 20, 1926, 
in Alva, Oklahoma. 
Joan attended and 
graduated high school 
in Alva, and attended 

two years of college at Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University in Alva.

Joan was united in marriage to 
Everett Hager on October 27, 1946, in 
Alva. She was a loving, Christian wife 
and mother of four children. With an 
artistic bent, Joan was an active member 
of the Merry Glaziers, ceramic club, and 
enjoyed oil painting. She was a member 
of the Nazarene Church.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, Earl and Sallie Richey; 
grandson, Chris Baxter; daughter and 
son-in-law, Barbara and Galen Parry; 
and daughter-in-law, Sandy Hager.

Survivors include her husband of 
73 years, Everett Hager of the home; 
daughter, Helen Hager of Guymon, and 
two sons, Charles Hager and wife Susi 
of Windsor, Colorado, and David Hager 
and wife Sue of Guymon. Survivors 
also include three grandchildren: Doug 
Baxter of Green, Kansas; Teddy Hager 
and Britney of Ponca City; and Crystal 
Chamblee and Matt also of Ponca City; 
and five great-grandchildren: Connor 
Hand, Trace Hager, Avery Hager, Ava 
Chamblee and Liam Chamblee.

Graveside services will be conducted 
Wednesday morning, May 20, at 10 a.m. 
in the southeast section of Elmhurst 
Cemetery with Pastor Craig Shepperd 
and Rev. Odie Nunley officiating. 
Services are under the care of the Bunch-
Roberts Funeral Home of Guymon.

Memorials in Joan’s name can be 

made to the Guymon Church of the 
Nazarene. Memorials will be accepted 
at the church office or Bunch-Roberts 
Funeral Home, PO Box 1112, Guymon, 
OK 73942. Friends can sign the online 
guestbook and leave condolences at 
www.bunchroberts.com.

AARON JOSHUA PERKS
It is with profound sadness we 

announce the passing of Aaron Joshua 
Perks, a beloved 
and cherished son, 
brother, uncle and 
friend, on May 15, 
2020, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, at 
the age of 35 years, 
9 months and 9 days. 

His family, 
friends and loved 
ones will gather at 

2 p.m. Thursday, May 21, 2020, at the 
Bible Baptist Church, where Pastor 
John Clapp will officiate the Memorial 
Service. A graveside service will follow 
at the Alva Municipal Cemetery under 
the direction of Marshall Funeral Home 
of Alva. 

Aaron Joshua Perks, son of Roy Earl 
and Susan Darlene (Abbott) Perks, was 
born August 6, 1984, in Kiowa, Kansas. 
He timed his arrival into this world with 
precision. He came in with a whirlwind 
and lived life with that exuberance until 
the day he passed. On the day he was 
born even the windstorm that wracked 
Alva wasn’t enough to quiet his proud 
PaPa, who told everyone he met about 
his new pride and joy, his bouncing baby 
boy. 

Josh’s youth was filled to the brim 
with wild adventure. Living life, 
untamable, Josh was a shining light in 
dark times and a firecracker in happy 
ones. He graduated from Alva High 
School with the Class of 2004 alongside 
a long list of dear friends and leaving 
behind a longer line of broken hearts. 

He worked several jobs during his 
life, expressing his varied passions in 
every imaginable way never settling, 
always attempting to satiate his 
immense thirst for new adventures. He 
was particularly proud of his time as an 
explosive specialist in the oilfield, which 
was probably the only work befitting his 
personality and zest for life. 

Josh committed his life to Christ 
one morning as a child during Vacation 
Bible School and again on December 
27, 2014, at the Bible Baptist Church 
in Alva, where he attended worship 
services most of his life. 

He loved to work on and ride 
motorcycles, enjoyed hunting and 
fishing, and was always the center of any 
excitement. His immense love for life 
was matched only by his unending love 
for his nephews. He took much pride in 
teaching them how to find joy and create 
joy every moment of every day. 

Befitting his desire to experience 
all the best treasures of life, and in 
accordance to his wishes, he blessed 
the lives of many more even after his 
passing as an organ donor. 

Aaron Joshua Perks, of Alva 
Oklahoma, is survived by his devoted 
parents, Roy and Darlene Perks also of 
Alva; his beloved sister, Sarah Murrow 
and her husband, Derek, of Hardtner, 
Kansas; his doting grandmother, Olla 
Mae Abbott of Attica, Kansas; three 
adoring nephews, Cash Tomberlin, Cody 
Tomberlin, and Carter Murrow, all of 
Hardtner; He leaves behind many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, friends, and admirers. 

The world is a little dimmer without 
his light, his humor, and his sly sparkling 
smile. He is loved and he will be missed.

Memorial contributions may be 
made in his memory to Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva. 

ELSIE RODGERS
A private graveside and burial 

service will be held at the Alva 
Municipal 
Cemetery on 
Monday, May 18, 
2020, at 2 p.m. 
with Pastor Neal 
Gordon, Town & 
Country Christian 
Church, officiating. 
Online condolences 
may be made at 

www.whartonfuneralchapel.com. 
Elsie Janice, daughter of Arzilla 

(Katherman) and George Wray, was 
born in Kansas City, Missouri, on July 
18, 1934, and passed away on May 14, 

 See Holdout Page 32
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Fishing more is now on the to-do list of Rory Reed who is retiring from Kiowa 
District Hospital after 17 years as maintenance director and safety officer. Photo 
by Yvonne Miller

By Yvonne Miller
Rory Reed graduated with the Class 

of 1973, the last class to graduate from 
Kiowa High School. He’s also a third-
generation Kiowan – the son of Jim (and 
the late Joan) Reed; and grandson of the 
late Floyd James (and Opal) Reed.

Needless to say, Reed is a familiar 
face around Kiowa and especially at 
the Kiowa District Hospital where he’ll 
have worked 17 years as of June 3. He’s 
in the process of retiring – semi-retired 
presently. If you’ve been at the hospital 
several times you’ve undoubtedly visited 
with this friendly guy, been helped by 
him or seen him helping someone else.

Working at the Kiowa District 
Hospital since June of 2003, Reed 
is maintenance manager, the KDH 
safety officer and on the emergency 
preparedness team. That’s a lot of titles. 
But Reed is probably best known as the 
go-to guy to everyone who needs some 
help or a good laugh. 

Sondra Davis, an LPN, has worked 
with Reed almost 15 years in emergency 
preparedness (disaster planning). Davis 
is emergency preparedness coordinator 
with him as safety officer. They traveled 
together with other KDH employees 
to multiple training opportunities 
throughout the years, some that are 
monthly. Three times they’ve attended 
training in Anniston, Alabama, at 
Homeland Security Headquarters. Davis 
said all the knowledge they’ve collected 
prepared them for the COVID-19 
pandemic – “no worries.” 

The hospital employs many women. 
In a light-hearted comment, Davis said, 
“Rory always complained that he had 
too many women bosses with all the 
girls around here, but he always took 
care of us. He would scrape our car 
windshields for us when we got off a 
long night shift. He sometimes made us 
biscuits and gravy or a crock pot of ham 
and beans. Rory would come in day or 
night if called, even if we just could not 

Third-generation Kiowa man Rory 
Reed to retire from KDH after 17 years
The maintenance and safety officer wears many more hats; 
Has plans in retirement to have a gun repair shop, fish, visit family

 See Reed Page 19
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When Alyce and Tommy Ferrell (center) got married in 1949, his brother Bill 
Ferrell and Ruth who said “I do” the same year stood up with them at their 
wedding. Alyce and Ruth graduated together at Driftwood and both have 90th 
birthdays in May of 2020.

By Yvonne Miller 
It’s a small world for sure. What are 

the odds that a girl raised in Wyoming 
and another girl raised in Driftwood, 
Oklahoma, would be graduates together 
at Driftwood High School; become 
sister-in-laws and be married to those 
brothers and each couple celebrate 
wedding anniversaries over 50 years; and 
both women have 90th birthdays in May 
of 2020?

Well, Alyce Ferrell of Kiowa, Kansas, 
and Ruth Ferrell of Burlington did it. As 
high school classmates they probably 
never dreamed this would happen or that 
their 90th birthday celebrations/receptions 
could not be in their churches with family 
and friends due to COVID-19. 

Alyce turned 90 Saturday. Her 
daughters Vickie and Beckie decorated 
her front porch and lawn with balloons 
and happy birthday signs. Some signs 
said to honk and wish Alyce a happy 
birthday. It was certainly noisy along 
Alyce’s section of Main Street all day 
with honking horns. Everyone that 
stopped enjoyed birthday cupcakes on 
the lawn.

When members of her church choir 
appeared on her lawn to sing “Happy 
Birthday” Alyce said, “I knew it was 
going to be a good day, but this is even 
better than I expected!” As the choir 
director Cathy Cox placed a silly pink 
hat on Alyce’s head that was covered 
with Happy 90th Birthday messages, the 
graceful lady politely posed for pictures, 
but said, “I never did wear hats!”

Alyce was a Miller and her parents 
were originally from Ingersoll and 
Driftwood. A railroad job had taken the 
family to Wyoming. When the war was 
over, Alyce said her dad was laid off 
from the railroad and he returned home 
with his family to farm. At age 16, she 
came from a large high school to a class 
of five, including Ruth. There she met 
Tommy whom she married in 1949. “We 
were married just three weeks short of 
69 years,”Alyce said. He was a lifelong 
farmer and she was bookkeeper at the 

Sisters-in-law Alyce and Ruth
Ferrell, both turning 90 this month, 
were classmates at Driftwood

On a happier day, Burlington woman 
Ruth Ferrell was photographed. Her 
90th birthday is May 31 – in the same 
month that her longtime sister-in-law 
Alyce Ferrell also turns 90. In poor 
health now, Ruth has round-the-clock 
care at her home and is beloved by a 
large family and friends. 

Saturday Alyce Ferrell of Kiowa cele-
brated her 90th birthday with a drive-
by honk parade surrounded by fam-
ily and friends at a social distance of 
course. Saying she never wore hats, 
she agreed to wear this silly one for 
a few minutes that was covered with 
Happy 90th Birthday wishes.

 See Birthday Page 29
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By Yvonne Miller 
The Kiowa City Council had a full 

agenda at their May 11 regular meeting. 
However, they got all their business 
conducted in under an hour. All members 
were present when Mayor Bill Watson 
called the meeting to order: President 
R.L. Simpson, B.J. Duvall, Brian Hill, 
Jason Thayer and Tom Wells. City 
Administrator Rusty Varnado was seated 
at his place as was City Clerk Trish 
Brewer. Several guests were seated in 
the spacious public area and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance with council before 
Simpson offered a word of prayer. 

Of utmost importance to the kids 
of Kiowa and their parents, is the 
swimming pool. Varnado said the city 
awaits Kansas Gov. Laura Kelly “to 
allow us to open” amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The pool will not be open 
Memorial weekend unless the governor 
makes a surprise announcement. 

With the pool not yet open, the 
council voted to compensate the pool 
manager and some lifeguards with other 
city jobs until the pool opens. Varnado 
said Tuesday that the pool manager 
is working in the city office and the 
lifeguards are mowing.  

Via Zoom online meeting technology, 
BG Consultant Sam Johnson updated the 
council on the major water transmission 
line replacement project from the water 
wells south of Sharon down Tri-City 
Road to Hazelton. Johnson said he is 
still working through the easements 
of landowners along Tri-City Road. 
Johnson said he’s 85 percent through the 
process. He awaits a couple of easements 
that are tied up in trust or probate issues 

and said, “It’s a long process.” 
Johnson said the financial end of 

the project is with the USDA. The 
railroad permit and insurance is sent 
in to where it needs to be. Because of 
delays, Johnson anticipates it will be in 
the August time frame before they can 
advertise the project. 

More City of Kiowa Business 
The council approved the following 

biennial appointments: Richard Bedford, 
municipal judge; Trish Brewer, city 
clerk; Brandon Ritcha, city attorney; 
Travis Petersen, police chief; Bill 
Duvall, fire chief. 

The police department received 
permission to sell an old taser they 
no longer need to the Harper County 
Sheriff’s Department for $250. The fire 
department has their new truck. The 
council approved the fire department 
selling their old truck outright for 
$2,500. 

Regarding utility cutoff dates, late 
notices are sent out on the 10th of the 
month. 

In the budget the council allowed 
$125,000 for the purchase of a new trash 
truck.  The council will solicit bids for a 
new trash truck. 

Under staff reports City 
Superintendent John Duvall said they 
were starting to fog for mosquitoes the 
next day. The police chief mentioned 
that there are numerous yards that need 
mowed.

Varnado reminds people to fill out the 
2020 Census. It’s important for you to 
be counted as results of the 2020 Census 
will help determine how hundreds of 
billions of dollars in federal funding 
flow into communities every year for the 
next decade.

At the end of the meeting the council 
held a brief executive session. Varnado 
said no action was taken upon return to 
open session. 

AAHN’S Place Director Addresses 

Council About Locating in Kiowa
Derrick Prichard, owner/director of 

AAHN’S Place at Wellington, Kansas, 
spoke during the public comment 
period. He would like to open a foster 
care facility in Kiowa that targets boys 
age 13-18. He would like to remodel the 
former Guest Lodge motel in Kiowa to 
make a maximum 12-bed facility. 

Prichard has a 28-bed facility in 
Wellington where he said he’s had “a 
good response” since opening in April 
2018. He  said the Kiowa facility would 
create approximately 20 jobs and a 
monthly payroll of “approximately 
$25,000-$30,000.”

The boys would be placed by foster 
care agencies in the state of Kansas, 
Prichard said. He added that the boys 
would have supervision 24-7.

When asked, Prichard said that 
AAHN’S Place is a “for-profit LLC with 
a non-profit foundation.” 

Immediately following Prichard’s 
presentation, South Barber USD 255 
Dr. Mylo Miller stood at the podium 
to ask some questions and make some 
statements about the proposal. “We 
have a wonderful relationship with 
the Freedom Gates Boys Ranch (at 
Hazelton),” Dr. Miller said. 

The superintendent said he knows 
that AAHN’S Place takes a lot of 
community support. “That could be a 
strain,” on the Kiowa-area community, 
he said. “I’m not sure we’re equipped to 
handle the strain.” He said it’s hard to find 
enough paras for the school. Dr. Miller 
said he spoke to the superintendent at 
Wellington Schools. He questions why 
Prichard selected Kiowa as a possible 
location for AAHN’s Place.

Since this council meeting, Dr. Miller 
called for a town hall meeting regarding 
AAHN’S Place. It will be Monday, June 
1, at 6 p.m. at Kiowa’s Community 
Building. Varnado made it clear that this 
is NOT a city council meeting.

Kiowa City Council
covers lots of business
City manager urges you to fill out your 2020 Census; AAHN’S Place wants 
to convert old Guest Lodge motel into a boys home; Engineer Johnson gives 
update on major water main transmission line replacement project; Thanks to 
COVID-19, Kiowa’s Pool is not yet open, awaiting Gov. Kelly’s order
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By Yvonne Miller
The Burlington Class of 2020 plans 

their graduation for Friday, May 22, 
at 7 p.m. For the first time in anyone’s 
memory, the BHS commencement will 
be held outside. Tuesday Principal Bart 
said they are just not sure of the exact 
outdoor location. Originally, it was to 
be on a grass lawn north of the school. 
School officials are seeking the best 
location near the school for the best, 
safest surface for people to walk. In 
case of inclement weather, graduation 
will be held Saturday at 7 p.m.

This change is due to the COVID-19 
pandemic that’s ravaged America the 
last few months and continues to cause 
shutdowns of schools, businesses and 
much more. The purpose has been to 
flatten the curve of the contagious virus. 
Social distancing has accomplished 
much to flatten the curve and this week 
and last some states are starting to 
slowly open up some businesses, etc. 

Burlington Superintendent Dr. 
Stacey Croft said she’s met with the 
six seniors as she wants to have their 
graduation as they desired since their 

senior year has been so shutdown 
due to the pandemic with no prom, 
no spring sports, music programs and 
much more. 

Social distancing (sitting or standing 
at least six feet apart) will be observed 
when developing plans for seating or 
placement of family and friends at the 
graduation, the superintendent said. 

Dr. Croft said there will be no guest 
speaker at graduation this year. The 
idea is to keep the ceremony short, 
especially not knowing what Oklahoma 
weather will do. 

Burlington High School plans
outdoor graduation Friday, May 22
In case of inclement weather, graduation will be Saturday 

Friday, June 5, is the last day to 
apply for voter registration in order to 
be eligible to vote in the June 30, 2020, 
primary and nonpartisan elections. 
There are also three Board of Education 
General Elections for the Timberlake 
I-93, Medford I-54 and the Ringwood 
I-01 School Districts. Only voters who 
are in the geographical boundaries of 
these school districts will be eligible 
to vote on these particular elections, 
Alfalfa County Election Board Secretary 
Kelly Stein said today.

For the county clerk position there 
is a race between Shana Smallwood and 
Laneta Unruh.

For the County Commissioner 
District 2 position there is a race among 
Michael Roach, Kevin Irwin and Nelson 
Frantz.

For the county sheriff position there 
is a race between Rick Wallace and Ryan 
P. McNeil.

There is also State Question No. 
802 relating to Medicaid, and a Special 
Election for Alfalfa County regarding a 
2% county sales tax.

For Timberlake I-93 School District, 
Board of Education Office No. 5 (five-
year term) there is a race between Kodee 
Nickel and Levi Johnson.

For Medford I-54 School District, 
Board of Education Office No. 5 (five-
year term) there is a race between Alyssa 
Hula-Morgan and Scott Chaney.

For Ringwood I-01 School District, 
Board of Education Office No. 5 (five-
year term) there is a race between 
Melanye Baker and Casi Nichols.

Stein said that persons who are 

United States citizens, residents of 
Oklahoma, and at least 18 years old may 
apply to become registered voters.

Those who aren’t registered or need 
to change their registration may apply 
by filling out and mailing an Oklahoma 
Voter Registration Application form in 
time for it to be postmarked no later than 
midnight Friday, June 5.

Stein said applications postmarked 
after that time will be accepted and 
processed, but not until after June 30.

The county election board responds 
in writing to every person who submits 
an application for voter registration. The 
response is either a voter identification 
card listing the new voter’s precinct 
number and polling place location or a 
letter that explains the reason or reasons 
the application for voter registration 
was not approved. Stein said any person 
who has submitted a voter registration 
application and who has not received a 
response within 30 days should contact 
the county election board office.

Oklahoma Voter Registration 
Application forms are available at the 
county election board office located 
at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee, 
and at most post offices, tag agencies 
and public libraries in the county. 
Applications also are available at www.
elections.ok.gov.

Voter registration deadline is June 5



May 20, 2020 Page 19Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

figure out how to work the TV for patients! He can be very 
ornery and tease ya – but is very sweet and kind. I loved my 
time with Rory. I’m still bending his ear as our safety officer. 

“Rory would complain when you wanted to hang something 
on the wall, but then he would cheerfully complete the task. He 
was good with the fire marshal when they were here and kept 
us out of trouble on surveys. He knew his stuff and will be 
greatly missed.”

When asked what he’ll miss the most, Rory said, “I’ll miss 
the girls and dealing with the public – helping people out.” He 
added that his most memorable experience was working with 
“ladies who were the old timers” and listed them by name – 
Lois Talbott, Martha Coppock, Berniece Piersall and Donna 
Ragan. “It was a pretty fun time,” Rory said and added that his 
colleagues “are like family.” 

Discusses Maintenance in Old Hospital vs. New Facility
When Reed started with KDH it was in the old hospital 

on Drumm Street that was built in the 1950s. Square footage 
was 20,650 with 15 beds. As the years went by portions of the 
building were remodeled. 

“That building became a hodgepodge of piping, plumbing 
and electrical systems. Every time they updated we always got 
a little something new to deal with,” Reed said. “I learned the 
tricks – the ins and outs of how to fix things.” He recalled the 
old hospital had a boiler system for heat and a chiller system 
to cool. Patient rooms had window AC units. He said someone 
in one part of the building was always hot while others were 
freezing. 

Reed said, “That poor old building served its purpose, but 
there was no way it could keep up with today’s regulations. 
Everything was grandfathered in, but it couldn’t keep up with 
today’s codes.”

The new hospital, built about six years ago, has square 
footage of 27,536 with 10 beds. Reed said it was challenging 
to come to the new hospital where everything was updated and 
new. He said the people who installed all the new equipment 
“showed me where the fire alarm panel was; where the fire 
pump for the sprinkler system was; where the transfer switches 
were at; and where the main electrical distribution panel was 
and they were out the door. You could read everything up on a 
computer screen.” The mechanical room has hot water heaters 
for sinks, etc. Big, tall boilers are for the HVAC system. 

“It’s been a lot different but it’s been fun and interesting 
though,” Reed said. In addition to doing all the physical work 
to keep the hospital’s mechanical aspect running, he has plenty 
of paperwork “so you don’t get written up.” He conducts fire 
drills, maintains maintenance records, deals with the Fire 
Marshall and insurance people. 

“Most of the equipment has run pretty good,” he said, but 
added that even newer equipment has to be tested and tweaked. 
They’ve had a few minor issues as expected. A typical day for 
Reed is checking all the gauges on everything, and recording 
it; to patching a hole in the wall; to picking up the hospital’s 
laundry at the manor; to checking the hospital’s generator. 
He said the generator is sufficient to run the hospital at least 
two or three days even on a day when temperatures reach 110 
degrees. 

“There’s always something to do,” Reed said. “Even if 

it’s fixing the TV for the girls in patient rooms!” He enjoys 
all the camaraderie with his co-workers, mentioning all their 
traditions with food and monthly birthday parties, etc. “We do 
lots of fun things.” 

Reed and His Family, Looking to Retirement
Reed and his wife Gayla will celebrate 35 years of marriage 

on June 22. Their grown children are Eric and Emily. Eric and 
his wife Katie reside in Standford, North Carolina, with their 
daughter Campbell Mae, age 4. Eric is retired from military 
service and works from home. Emily is an agency nurse and 
currently resides in Tucson. 

Reed has a history of longevity in whatever he does. He 
worked as assistant manager at O.K. Grain Cooperative for 
19 years. 

His retirement plans look as busy as he’s been at the 
hospital. He’s taking a gun-smithing course and wants to have 
a gun repair shop. Of course he plans to find time for fishing 
and “to piddle around the house. I might even find a summer 
job driving a tractor and some other odd jobs.” 

He and Gayla look forward to visiting their family more. 
Reflecting on his life and career for a moment, Reed said, “Oh 
yeah, I’d do it all again.” 

KDH CEO Janell Goodno said, “We want to wish Rory 
the best when he retires. We appreciate everything he has 
contributed to KDH.” 

From Page 12 Reed
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By Stacy Sanborn
Last Friday, Alfalfa County 

commissioners (Jay Hague, Stan 
Tucker, and Marvin Woodall ) decided 
at their special meeting to leave 
courthouse doors closed to the public 
until Monday, June 1.  The county’s 
emergency manager, Shana Smallwood, 
told the men that the personal protective 
equipment supply (surgical masks and 
gloves) was replenished and readily 
available if they were needed. 

At this week’s regular meeting, 

Woodall was absent, leaving Hague and 
Tucker to approve a motion opening the 
fairgrounds in Cherokee next weekend, 
May 30-31, for an outdoor play day 
event. Distancing rules and CDC 
guidelines still apply, commissioners 
said. 

Officials will meet next Tuesday, 
May 26 (because of Memorial Day), and 
at that meeting, they will determine new 
facility opening dates. 

Routine items (previous meeting 
minutes, maintenance and operation 

warrants for payment, and blanket 
purchase orders) were signed, and the 
commissioners moved on to approve a 
resolution for the Interlocal Cooperative 
Agreement with Contiguous Counties, 
along with a request changing Nancy 
Lambert as a receiving officer in District 
1. 

Lastly, deed paperwork for Alfalfa 
County and the City of Carmen (on a 
new fire station building to be jointly 
owned by Alfalfa County and the City of 
Carmen) was handled. 

Alfalfa County courthouse 
closed until June 1

MANNFORD, Okla. (AP) — A Tul-
sa-area man shot and killed his neigh-
bors before turning the gun on himself 
in front of police officers who pleaded 
to him to lower the firearm that he had 

pointed at his head, police said.
The Oklahoma State Bureau of In-

vestigation said 57-year-old Mary Mi-
lam and 59-year-old Donald Langdon 
were shot to death Monday morning in 
Mannford, The Tulsa World reported 
Tuesday.

Upon arriving at the scene, officers 
found Milam and Langdon dead in their 
home. Soon after, 83-year-old James 
Hancock walked out of his nearby mo-
bile home, sat down in a lawn chair and 
put a gun to his head, Mannford Police 
Chief Jerry Ridley said.

Hancock told the officers that he had 
shot Milam and Langdon, the bureau 
said in a news release.

Responding officers and two investi-
gators from the district attorney's Drug 

Crime Task Force tried to convince 
Hancock to lower his gun, Ridley said. 
Though he initially complied, he even-
tually shot himself, Ridley said.

Hancock was pronounced dead at a 
hospital.

Investigators are uncertain what 
prompted the confrontation that led to 
the shooting, Ridley said.

The Mannford police department re-
quested the OSBI's help with the probe. 
The last homicide in Mannford took 
place in 2012, and before that in 1996. 
The small city of little more than 3,000 
residents is 20 miles (32 kilometers) 
west of Tulsa.

"We don't have a lot of homicides in 
Mannford," he said. "Thank goodness. 
We can certainly do without."

Man, 83, admits he killed 
neighbors then shoots himself

Don’t Lock
Me In

The
Car!
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This was the scene on Kiowa’s Main Street as the South Barber High School Class of 2020 graduated Monday evening. 
Each graduate and their parents rode in a decorated golf cart for social distancing in a ceremony that was so moving. It 
was a welcome, happy culmination of their senior year that was an absolute runaway train this spring semester with the 
COVID-19 pandemic madness. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Cody Thayer had a private grad-
uation Sunday evening because 
his military call to service came 
a day earlier than South Barber 
High School’s commencement 
planned for Monday. SBHS tried 
to have their graduation on May 
9 as planned but Gov. Laura Kel-
ly stopped all graduations until 
May 18 in this time of the corona-
virus. That didn’t stop the town 
from coming to support Cody as 
he received his diploma. He and 
his folks, Jason and Sameta, deco-
rated a very patriotic golf cart and 
took a spin down Main Street as 
his classmates did Monday night. 
As they graduated Cody was al-
ready opening the next chapter of 
his life. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Adrienne Allison is salutatorian and 
Kutter Jewell is valedictorian of the 
South Barber High School Class of 
2020. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Mike Miller, a veteran and USD255 
board member, salutes South Barber 
graduate Cody Thayer who is enter-
ing the U.S. Army. Photo by Yvonne 
Miller 
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Man dies from 
Oklahoma City 
overpass leap 
during arrest try

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A 
30-year-old man died after jumping 
from a highway overpass during an at-
tempted arrest, Oklahoma City police 
said Tuesday.

Police responded to the scene of an 
accident at Interstate 40 and Meridian 
Avenue about 1:30 a.m. Monday and 
came into contact with a woman and a 
man later identified as Zachary Lambert, 
said police Capt. Larry Withrow.

Withrow said Sgt. Jeffrey Davis de-
tained the female and placed her in a pa-
trol car. When Davis placed a handcuff 
on Lambert, the man "began resisting 
and jumped over the side of the side of 
the bridge, falling to Meridian Avenue," 
Withrow said.

Lambert was transported to a local 
hospital where he was pronounced dead, 
Withrow said.

By Heather Hollingsworth And 
John Hanna

MISSION, Kan. (AP) — Kansas 
lawmakers appear divided on the impor-
tance of wearing masks as they prepare 
to convene for the final day of the ses-
sion, generating concerns that the gath-
ering could fuel a coronavirus outbreak 
in the Legislature and further complicate 
efforts to reopen.

Gov. Laura Kelly meanwhile an-
nounced Tuesday that Kansas is ready to 
move on to the next phase of reopening 
Friday, instead of June 1. The maximum 
size of mass gatherings will increase 
from 10 to 15 people, and state-owned 
casinos can reopen, along with theaters, 
museums, bowling alleys and other in-
door leisure places. Sports tournaments 
and practices also can resume, with 
some exceptions. But bars, nightclubs 
and swimming pools must stay closed 
for now, and individual communities can 
approve stricter rules.

The final day of the legislative ses-
sion is scheduled for Thursday, and that 
is a cause of disquiet for some. Republi-
can Rep. Don Hineman, a farmer from 
Dighton, said some lawmakers have at-
tended open-up rallies at which social 
distancing and other safety protocols to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus 
weren't followed, and that they could be 
carriers who aren't yet showing symp-
toms. He said those lawmakers could 
also be the ones least likely to wear 
masks in the Legislature Thursday, be-
cause in some circles doing so has "be-
come a political issue."

Lawmakers will mostly watch the 
session from their offices, only leaving 
to cast votes in groups and speak. Al-
though masks will be provided and law-
makers are strongly encouraged to wear 
them, they will not be required, accord-
ing to an email from House Speaker Ron 
Ryckman, explaining the protocols for 
the one-day meeting. 

Sen. Dennis Pyle, a conservative Hi-
awatha Republican, didn't wear a mask 
Tuesday for a committee meeting at the 
Statehouse. He said he doesn't criticize 

colleagues for wearing them — most 
did, some wore gloves — but he ques-
tioned how effective they are in blocking 
the coronavirus.

"I wash may hands and I take care of 
myself," he said. "Putting up a chain link 
fence won't stop a mosquito."

But Hineman said the risk then is that 
people could become infected during the 
session and take the virus home to their 
districts.

"That," he said, "would be a terrible 
outcome.""

Hineman said he is 72 and that his 
wife has heart issues, putting them at 
increased risk if they catch the virus. 
About two-thirds of the legislative body 
is considered vulnerable. 

"If I feel it is not safe, I might not 
stay," he said. "I think the worst thing is 
to drop our guard while in Topeka."

The Legislature began its annual 
spring break on March 20, about two 
weeks early, because of the pandemic. 
The wrap-up session will focus on a va-
riety of issues, including the governor's 
power. 

Statewide, there are 8,300 cases and 
198 deaths, according to the latest data 
from Johns Hopkins University. 

Nursing homes have been particular-
ly hard-hit, and among those killed by 
the virus were 14 residents of the Brigh-
ton Gardens nursing home in Prairie Vil-
lage, Kansas. A wrongful death lawsuit 
was filed Monday on behalf of the fam-
ily of one of them, 88-year-old Gordan 
Grohman, who died May 1. 

The nursing home's owner, Sunrise 
Senior Living Management, Inc., said 
in a statement that it doesn't comment 
on legal matters. The company based in 
McLean, Virginia, said it has followed 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion guidelines.

For most people, the coronavirus 
causes mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough, that clear up in 
two to three weeks. For some, especial-
ly older adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause more se-
vere illness, or death. 

Mask use divides 
lawmakers as they 
prepare to convene
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By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Doz-

ens of people rallied at the state Capi-
tol on Monday, complaining that their 
state unemployment claims aren't be-
ing processed.

Most of those who gathered on the 
Capitol's south steps were self-em-
ployed and complained of glitches 
with the Oklahoma Employment Se-
curity Commission's website, waiting 
on hold for hours to talk to an agent 
and not getting promised call backs. 

Pandemic unemployment assis-
tance is "my last resort," said Charity 
Snapp, the owner of a Warr Acres sa-
lon that was forced to shut down for 
five weeks. "There is no other hope 
for me."

Snapp organized the event after 

she spent weeks on the phone and 
online trying to submit a claim to the 
agency. Even though she was out of 
work for more than a month, she said 
she was only able to submit a claim 
for two days of work, and she's yet to 
receive any money. 

Oklahoma's Secretary of Digital 
Transformation David Ostrowe has 
acknowledged the agency was ini-
tially hindered by outdated technol-
ogy and an overwhelming number of 
claims, but says the agency also has 
also made great progress in recent 
weeks. 

Ostrowe and several agency staff-
ers met with protesters Monday to 
offer onsite assistance, said agency 
spokeswoman Shelley Zumwalt.

"Each OESC staff member gath-

Dozens rally at Oklahoma Capitol 
over unemployment problems

ered information and listened to the 
difficulties the protesters are experi-
encing and is personally looking into 
each protester's claim to help resolve 
their issues," Zumwalt said.

State Sen. Mary Boren said her of-
fice has been inundated with calls and 
emails of constituents who have not 
received benefits and have not been 
able to get through to the OESC to 
check on their claim.

"It's beyond frustrating that our cit-
izens, through no fault of their own, 
had to close their business because of 
the health crisis yet haven't received 
the unemployment benefits they were 
promised," said Boren, a Democrat 
from Norman.

LATEST COVID-19 NUMBERS
Oklahoma health officials report-

ed no new deaths and 88 new positive 
cases of COVID-19 on Monday, most 
of them connected to a hog processing 
plant in Guymon.

The Department of Health said 64% 
of its new positive cases were in Texas 
County in the Oklahoma Panhandle, 
where Seaboard Farms employs about 
2,700 workers at the plant.

The department and the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion have been working with local 
health officials to increase testing and 
contract tracing to contain and miti-
gate the spread of the virus in the re-
gion.

As of Monday, there were near-
ly 5,400 confirmed positive cases of 
COVID-19 in Oklahoma, although 
the actual number of those infected 
is thought to be much higher because 
many people haven't been tested and 
studies suggest people can have the 
disease without showing symptoms. 
A total of 288 people have died from 
COVID-19 in Oklahoma, nearly half 
of whom were residents of nursing 
homes or long-term care facilities.

For most people, the coronavirus 
causes mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough that clear up 
in two to three weeks. For some, es-
pecially older adults and people with 
existing health problems, it can cause 
more severe illness, including pneu-
monia, and death.
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Kiowa IGA (now Hometown Market) 
for 31 years. “I saw lots of changes,” she 
said.

Tommy and Alyce had two 
grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. Longtime members of 
Kiowa’s Congregational Church, Alyce 
was a tireless worker as one of the 
Pilgrim Daughters and was an integral 
part of the annual fall bazaar for years 
– she has helped organize more funeral 
dinners through the years than she can 
count and much more. 

Alyce is famous for her delicious 
pies – especially lemon; the slices of 
it disappear even before the meal is 
served at church dinners. She’s known to 
surprise her church choir with treats for 
no reason except that Alyce is “a good 
person,” as stated by her longtime friend 
Norma Jacobs. 

“I can’t bake pies like I used to, but I 
still do some cooking. The girls help me,” 
Alyce said. Her fondest memories are of 
“raising our girls.” It’s a compliment to 
Alyce that her daughter’s friends “stay in 
touch with me.” 

Alyce’s advice is to “Always consider 
the other person because they have a side 
to their story.”

When asked the secret to her 

longevity, Alyce said “no smoking or 
drinking,” and added, “I’ve always been 
active just doing average activities. All 
the exercise I get now is walking around 
the yard. 

“Now I enjoy just sitting on the front 
porch watching the world go by. I’ve 
just lived a basic life – nothing out of the 
ordinary.” 

Ruth Ferrell 
Ruth Ferrell was a Nossaman who 

grew up south of Driftwood. She married 
Tommy’s brother Bill Ferrell in 1949 and 
they had celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary before he died in 2003.

Ruth is quite ill but able to stay in her 
home at Burlington with round-the-clock 
care. Her 90th birthday is May 31. Ruth 
and Bill had four sons: Danny, Dennis, 
Monte and Mick. He said his mother 
“was a wonderful Sunday school teacher 
and knows her Bible.” She’s a member of 
the Driftwood Christian Church.

Burlington woman Marci Hyde 
reaffirmed Mick’s comment and said, 
“Ruth’s knowledge of the Bible is 

amazing!” Marci’s daughter Bayli has 
been one of Ruth’s caregivers. Marci 
said that despite Ruth having dementia, 
she loves to sing her favorite hymns and 
knows every word by heart to “Amazing 
Grace,” “It is Well with My Soul,” and 
“Jesus Loves Me,” to name a few.

Ruth’s daughter-in-law Sheila 
described her as “a good, good cook,” 
and then with a chuckle added, “What 
choice did she have raising four 
boys?!” Those four sons gave Bill and 
Ruth 11 grandchildren and 21 great-
grandchildren. Ruth has always been 
a homemaker and is a member of the 
Wheathearts Extension.

When asked some other things Ruth 
was known for, Marci listed several 
things, “her quick wit,” “starting prayer 
chains,” “speeding through town!” 
“giving out full-size candy bars at 
Halloween.” 

Alyce said although the brothers and 
their families were busy with their own 
activities, through the years they always 
stayed in touch with one another.

From Page 13 Birthday
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2020 at the age of 85 years, 9 months 
and 26 days.

She attended East High School 
and graduated with the class of 1951.

Miss Wray was married to 
Donald Lee Barr in 1951 and to this 
union five children were born, Julia, 
Janice, Jeff, Joyce and Jill.

She received her bachelor of 
science in 1968, and began her 
teaching career in the business 
department as an accounting 
teacher at Northwestern Oklahoma 
State University. She went to 
Stillwater during the summer to 
obtain her master’s degree. She was 
also recognized as an Oklahoma 
Outstanding Accountant Educator 
and awarded a fellowship at 
NWOSU. In 1985 she took the CPA 
test, which she passed the first time, 
and began preparing personal taxes 
in 1987. She retired from teaching in 
1995.

Elsie was married to Ira James 
Rodgers in Alva, Oklahoma, in 1980.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; a brother, George (Bus) 
Wray; her husband, Jim Rodgers; 
and granddaughters Michelle Mathis 
and Connie Hofer.

She is survived by four daughters 
and their husbands, Julia and Johnny 
Bartlett, Janice and David Mathis, 
Joyce and Darren Stebens and Jill and 
Robert Glasse; a son and his wife, Jeff 
and Janette Barr and stepdaughter 

Carolyn Hofer; 18 grandchildren, 
25 great-grandchildren and 12 great-
great-grandchildren; a number of 
nieces and nephews; other relatives 
and friends

In lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made in her memory to Town 
& Country Christian Church, Woman 
of the Moose #1643 or the NWOSU 
Foundation business department 
through Wharton Funeral Chapel.

JUSTIN TIDWELL
Family visitation will be Friday, 

May 22, 2020, at Goodwin-Wharton 
Funeral Chapel 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Funeral services 
will be Saturday, 
May 23, 2020, at 
2 p.m. at Cherokee 
First Baptist Church 
with Brother Gary 
Lillie, Nash Bethel 
Hawley Baptist 
Church, officiating. 

Burial will follow in Whitehorse 
Cemetery northwest of Alva. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.com. 

Justin Allen was born on October 
19, 1979, to Dee (Parsons) and Henry 
Tidwell in Hays, Kansas. He lost a 
long hard fought battle with diabetes 
and kidney disease on May 17, 2020, 
in Wichita, Kansas, at the age of 40 
years, 6 months and 28 days.

From Page 8 Obits
He attended Cherokee Public 

School System, graduating with 
honors with the Class of 1998. After 
high school he attended OSU in 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma, graduating 
with an associate degree in computer 
science in 2000. He then finished his 
bachelor degree in computer science 
from NWOSU in 2002.

He married Darci Lancaster on 
October 21, 2006; later, he welcomed 
a daughter, Kiersten. She was his 
pride and joy.

On November 12, 2016, he 
married Tammy Woodward to which 
he adopted Nicholas and Josie. This 
addition completed his heart. He 
loved his kids more than anything.

Justin was a loving uncle to his 
four nieces and four nephews. He 
loved giving them a hard time and 
joking with them.

He is preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Fred and Waneva 
Parsons and Harold and Joan Tidwell.

Justin is survived by his children, 
Kiersten Tidwell of Alva, and 
Nicholas and Josie Tidwell of 
Lahoma; his parents; three siblings 
and their spouses, Sarah and JJ 
Green of Nash, Scott and Christy 
Tidwell, Chris and Jessica Tidwell, 
all Cherokee; eight nieces and 
nephews: Natalee, Arron, Alec, 
Hesston, Paizley, Marliegh, Allison 
and Hagen; many aunts, uncles, 
cousins, other relatives and friends.

Memorials can be made to the 
American Kidney Foundation 
through Wharton Funeral Chapel.
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of investigators headed by a former 
Texas Ranger to uncover the truth. 
The investigators risked death to bring 
justice for the murder victims.

Walk the Wire
Just for fun, I recently read “Walk 

the Wire” by David Baldacci. When 
I’m looking for a good mystery, 
Baldacci never disappoints. This book 
is part of the Memory Man series 
featuring Amos Decker and Alex 
Jamison. After a head injury in an NFL 
game, Decker develops an exceptional 
memory while he loses his ability to 
connect with people. Jamison smooths 
the way when he ruffles feathers. 

The FBI sends the pair to 
investigate a murder in the Bakken oil 
boom town of London, North Dakota. 
They don’t understand why the FBI is 
involved, and no one will tell them. 
Perhaps it has something to do with 
the fenced military area around an old 
radar installation. As they search for 
clues and follow leads, other murders 
occur and the case becomes even more 
complicated.

When Decker is ambushed by a 
sniper, a mysterious stranger suddenly 
appears to save his life. The stranger is 
eventually identified as a government 
assassin from previous Baldacci 
books. They combine forces to solve 
the mysteries.

Hopefully, you’re finding creative 
ways to deal with more time at home. 
Wash your hands and be safe!

night. 
However, with our abundant food 

supply, fat storage works against us. 
In the modern world, it’s healthier if 
we eat most of our food before 2 p.m. 
Breakfast and lunch should be the 
biggest meals with only 20-25 percent 
of calories reserved for evening. 
Eating should occur only when the sun 
is shining (unless you live in Alaska). 

After discussing the best foods to 
eat and when to eat, the doctors cover 
the best food choices for specific 
scenarios. These fall into three 
categories: emotional (such as what 
to eat when you’re hangry), medical 
(what to eat to prevent heart disease) 
and situational (what to eat when you 
can’t sleep).

The XX Brain
Recently, I read a book specifically 

focused on women and the prevention 
of Alzheimer’s disease. I was surprised 
to learn that at age 45, the risk of 
developing Alzheimer’s in men in one 
in ten while the risk for women is one 
in five. “The XX Brain” is by Lisa 
Mosconi, PhD.

While some of the principles 
also apply to men, Mosconi covers 
research that focuses specifically on 
women. In the past, most medical and 
scientific research has been done with 
men. Although the results have been 
considered to apply to women also, our 
bodies are a lot different, especially 
because of hormones.

Mosconi recommends managing 
carbs and making vegetables (non-
starchy) fill half your plate. She 
covers phytoestrogens (estrogen from 
plants), antioxidants, the right fats and 
how to feed your intestinal microbes. 
Drinking water, getting enough sleep 
and exercise are also important. 

She gives tips on managing stress 
and how to keep your brain active 
and engaged. Much of her advice is 
summed up in the proverb she quotes: 
Eat half, walk double, laugh triple and 
love without measure.

Killers of the Flower Moon
“Killers of the Flower Moon” by 

David Grann has been around for a 
while, but I didn’t read it until recently. 
I knew it was about the exploitation of 
the Osage tribe in Oklahoma and the 
birth of the FBI, but I assumed it was 
fiction based on that time. 

Instead it is more of a “true 
crime” story. The author obviously 
researched the topic extensively. The 
book centers on Mollie Burkhart and 
her family in the 1920s. Mollie, her 
mother and her sisters were targeted 
for their headrights to riches from oil 
discovered on Osage tribal land. 

Unexplained deaths of Osage 
tribal members began to accumulate. 
There was widespread corruption 
among law enforcement, politicians 
and businessmen. J. Edgar Hoover 
headed the Bureau of Investigation 
(later the FBI), and he sent a team 

From Page 4 Support



May 20, 2020 Page 35Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Automotive
For Sale

1977 Chevy Truck, 22” Bed, 
48” sides, with Westfield 
Drill Fill Auger, clean truck. 
$5000. 580-829-1940

Business Services
Help Wanted

Combiner looking for acres 
& seasonal employees for 
wheat harvest in the area. 
Call Scott at 620-562-0453

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

B’s Tree Service
We do tree removal, tree 
trimming, shrub pruning, 
gutter cleaning and any 
general cleanup. Call Bernie 
Stocking. 580-748-4250

Ms. Dian’s Gymnastics
Enroll now for a summer 
camp! Needing a summer 
activity for your child? Give 
me a call to sign up for a June 
or July camp. Classes with 
less than ten students and 
social distancing. Call for 
details 580-829-2674. Boy 
and girl classes offered ages 
2-12

Farm Supplies
For Sale

1982 JD 7720 Combine. 
New 25’Header Trailer, bolt 
on sickle sections, Chaff 
Spreader, fine cut chopper, 
new Milo fingers. Price 
reduced $12,000. 580-829-
1128

Custom Planting
Call today to book your sesame 
acres. No-till or conventional 
planting available. Spots are 
filling up fast. Bush Farms at 
580-430-5801

Oat Hay for Sale
Great Quality. Alva Area. 
Extra Net Wrapped. 580-430-
5801

Straw For Sale
$5 small square bales. Wired. 
Will deliver. Mileage fee 
beyond 15 miles from Kiowa, 
KS. 580-829-3090
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Garage Sales
Flea Market

Sat, May 23, 7:30am-3pm. 
at Holiday Motel parking 
lot, 701 E Okla Blvd

Huge Yard Sale
Nescatunga Salt Plains 
Lake Hwy 38. Memorial 
Weekend. Sat 23 & Sun 
24, 8am-6pm. Pontoon, Jon 
Boat, 23’ Ford T Bucket, 
trolling motor, luggage 
carrier, compact desk, roll 
top desk, table & chairs, lots 
of misc, Semi & Trailer & 
Dozer

Large Multifamily
Sat, May 23 8am-? 646 
Apache Dr

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Shotguns, Rifles & Archery. 
Call 580-327-3744

Canceled
Concern for the welfare of 
the attendees in this time of 
Coronavirus has led to the 
Cemetery Board to cancel the 
schoolhouse assembly. Instead, 
a short meeting and assembly 
will be held at the cemetery on 
May 25 at 11a.m. There will be 
no organized potluck luncheon

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm fully furnished house. 
580-732-7181

For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-430-
1003

Thinking of Moving?
Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please leave 
message if unavailable

 See Court Page 39

According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or 
delete any of this information. 

If it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper

Traffic Stops
Shelby Lynn Wagner, Enid, 

has been cited for operating a 
vehicle without a valid driver’s 
license. ($304)

Shelby Lynn Wagner, Enid, 
has been cited for failure to 
carry insurance verification. 
($269)

Alfalfa County 
court filings
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 See Sheriff Page 13

Tuesday, May 12, 2020
During this day there 

were one traffic stop and two 
controlled burns.

2:20 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a person who fell. Medic 
took patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

5:06 p.m. – Alarm company 
advised of a fire alarm in the 
1200 block of Oklahoma.

6:27 p.m. – Caller advised 
his brother kept threatening to 
beat him up and he was scared 
and ran away.

7:34 p.m. – Report of a 
vehicle fire on SH-45.

8:27 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed in Nescatunga.

Wednesday, May 13, 2020
12:08 a.m. – Report of a 

suspicious person parking in a 
handicap spot and shining their 
lights. They advised this is the 
third night in a row they have 
done this.

3:19 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female who had fallen and 
needed help getting up.

1:04 p.m. – Report of a 
reckless driver on US-64.

7 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a man beating on her door 
and sticking his penis through 
the door knob. The Helena 
officer showed but she wanted 
a deputy. Caller advised the 
male had peed on the door and 
kept beating on the door. She 
advised she had pepper spray 
and will use it. Caller advised 
subject has broken her arm 
in the past and strangled her. 
Caller advised he went through 
a window on the side of the 
house. Caller advised he has 
dementia. She advised he had 
flooded the house with the 

sewer the week before and the 
day before he put burnt marks 
on the house.

11:10 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed.

Thursday, May 14, 2020
During this day there were 

one report of cattle out and one 
traffic stop.

9:19 a.m. – Report of debris 
in the roadway on SH-8.

2:20 p.m. – Caller advised 
they found a toolbox on County 
Road 550. At 5:42 p.m.  a caller 
advised of a stolen toolbox and 
dispatch told them someone 
had found it.

Friday, May 15, 2020
During this day there were 

four reports of controlled burns 
and one traffic stop.

1:43 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female vomiting and short 
of breath. 

8:07 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a fire east of tanks. Helena 
fire department was called.

11:54 p.m. – Caller advised 
of an alarm going off in Carmen 
somewhere between the Jiffy 
Trip and Bank.

Saturday, May 16, 2020
During this day there were 

two traffic stops, one report of 
cattle out and one report of a 
controlled burn.

2:04 a.m. – Caller advised 
of loud music at the lake.

1:36 p.m. – Report of stolen 
hand gun.

2:42 p.m. – Caller advised 
she needed a deputy for a civil 
matter.

2:54 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a man walking around Aline 

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office logs
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon – 1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop free summer lunch for all chil-
dren under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through Washington Elementary circle 
drive (south side) in Alva. Pick up only. 
580-327-1647 for any questions.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing only carry out meals. Please call 
327-1822 until noon the day before to 
order. Meals will be ready for pick up at 
10:30 a.m.

Noon – 1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 
Gallop free summer lunch for all chil-
dren under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through Washington Elementary cir-
cle drive (south side) in Alva. Pick 
up only. 580-327-1647 for any ques-
tions.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
Noon – 1 p.m. Goldbug Gulp and 

Gallop free summer lunch for all chil-
dren under 18 through July 31. Drive 
through Washington Elementary circle 
drive (south side) in Alva. Pick up only. 
580-327-1647 for any questions.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Muse-
um in Alva is closed until further notice.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

May 4, 2020
The Barber County Sheriff’s Office 

(BASO) responded to a report of cattle 
out on KS-2.

BASO performed multiple VIN 
inspections.

Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) 
responded to a request to speak to an 
officer on Robinson Street.

Medicine Lodge Police Department 
(MLPD) responded to a possible suicidal 
subject on E. First Avenue.

MLPD performed a welfare check
MLPD responded to a possible 

suicidal subject on N. Walnut Street.
BASO investigated a report of 

harassment on NW River Road.
KWPD and BASO responded to a 

request for a child in need of care.
MLPD performed a welfare check on 

E. First Avenue.
May 5, 2020

MLPD responded to a domestic 
disturbance on N. Walnut Street.

BASO responded to a dog complaint 
in Kiowa.

MLPD responded to a request to 
speak to an officer. 

BASO responded to a dog complaint 
in Kiowa.

BASO performed traffic control on 
US-160.

BASO responded to a report of cattle 
out on US-160.

KWPD and BASO responded to a 
possible suicidal subject on Campbell 
Street.

BASO responded to a report of a 
reckless driver on US-281.

KWPD and BASO performed a civil 
standby on Campbell Street.

MLPD performed a welfare check on 
N. Oak Street.

MLPD responded to a dog complaint 
on S. Iliff Street.

BASO responded to a possible 
suicidal subject on US-160

May 6, 2020
BASO perform a citizen assist on 

US-281.
MLPD responded to 911 call on 

Main Street.
BASO responded to cattle out on 

US-281.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspection.

BASO responded to abandoned 
vehicle on Isabel Road.

BASO responded to a request to 
speak to officer in Hardtner.

BASO responded to 911 call on 
South Main.

KWPD did a welfare check on N. 6th 
Street.

BASO responded to a citizen 
complaint in Sun City.

KWPD responded to 911 call on 
Campbell Street.

MLPD and BASO responded to 
an accident on Currie Lane and Cedar 
Street.

May 7, 2020
KWPD and BASO responded to a 

commercial alarm on Main Street.
MLPD responded to a child in need 

of care on Main Street.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspection.
KWPD responded to a locked vehicle 

on Main Street.
KWPD investigated criminal damage 

to property on Coats Street.
MLPD responded to reckless driving 

on US-281.
MLPD investigated a suspicious 

person at Casey’s.
BASO performed a motorist assist 

on US-281.
MLPD responded to a citizen 

complaint on US-160.
BASO responded to cattle out on 

US-160.
BASO responded to cattle out on 

River Road.
May 8, 2020

BASO responded to an EMS call in 
Lake City.

MLPD assisted a motorist on River 
Road.

BASO responded to a dog complaint 
in Hardtner.

BASO responded to a report of cattle 
out on Tri-City Road.

KWPD performed a VIN inspection.
MLPD responded to a request to 

speak to an officer.
BASO responded to a report of cattle 

out on US-160.
MLPD investigated a report of 

Barber County
Sheriff’s Office logs

 See Barber Page 39
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criminal damage to property on Oak 
Street.

BASO and KWPD responded to a 
non-injury accident on KS-2.

KWPD responded to a report of 
cattle out on KS-2.

May 9, 2020
BASO responded to a report of 

cattle out on US-160.
MLPD investigated a report of 

indecent liberties with a child.
May 10, 2020

MLPD investigated a report of 
suspicious activity on N. Adams Street.

BASO responded to a domestic 
disturbance in Kiowa.

BASO investigated a report of an 
abandoned vehicle in Kiowa.

BASO responded to a report of 
cattle out on US-160.

MLPD responded to a request to 
speak to an officer.

BASO and MLPD responded to an 
accident on US-160.

BASO performed one traffic stop.
Fire/EMS

May 4, 2020
Medicine Lodge Rural Fire 

Department responded to a non-injury 
accident on Chieftain Road.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 
a call on E. First Avenue.

May 5, 2020
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

a call on US-160.
May 6, 2020

Medicine Lodge EMS responded 
to a accident at Currie Lane and Cedar 
Street.

Hardtner Fire Department 
responded to a controlled burn on 
Crown Point.

with a gun. He didn’t point it at him but 
he looked really angry.

3:57 p.m. – Caller advised her and 
her husband were out of town and there 
was someone at their house taking care 
of their cats and they advised of a male 
banging on their door.

8:39 p.m. – Caller advised her 
daughter who lives in Enid was fighting 
with her husband. Dispatch advised 
Enid Police Department.

Sunday, May 17, 2020
During this day there were one report 

of cattle out and one controlled burn.
1:28 p.m. – Caller advised there 

were people who were threatening her 
and her boyfriend. Advised they had a 
gun stolen the day before. She advised 
she had seen the gun and if they give it 
back she will give back the back pack.

6:50 p.m. – Business alarm going 
off.

Monday, May 18, 2020
2:21 a.m. – Caller advised her sister-

in-law had hit her in the face and left 
and the caller needed an officer.

9:46 a.m. – Caller state she had 
gotten a letter from the unemployment 
office and had been retired for 7 years. 
She just wanted to make a report.

From Page 38 

Barber The following individuals have been 
cited for speeding:

Tobe Lee Bettis, Sapulpa, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Wesley Morgan Sims, Woodward, has 
been cited for speeding 15 mph over the 
speed limit. ($264)

Keith Jay Nelson Jr., Enid, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Anita Dee Streich, Alva, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Andrew Stephen Armbuster, 
Oklahoma City, has been cited for 

speeding 16-20 mph over the speed limit. 
($100)

Kylie Michelle Wilson, Perkins, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Shelby Lynn Wagner, Enid, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Qiuying Wang, Stillwater, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

The following individuals have been 
cited for not wearing their seatbelt ($20): 
Christopher Phillip Marshall, Enid; 
Skyler John Evans, Macksville, Kansas; 
and Alexis Rochelle Eck, Ponca City.

From Page 37 Sheriff

From Page 36 Court
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