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Eckley and Melva Phillips of Alva 
are excited to celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary on June 14. They 
were married on June 14, 1971, in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, and lived the first 13 
years of their marriage in the Denver, 
Colorado, area. In 1984, they moved to 
Cherokee, Oklahoma, where they lived 
until 2003. At that time, they moved to 
Alva, where they currently reside.

Mr. Phillips worked in the 
transportation industry for over 40 
years both in Colorado and Oklahoma, 
the majority with Northwest Transport 
in Denver, ultimately retiring from 
Croft Chevrolet in Cherokee, in 1998. 
Mrs. Phillips was a homemaker for 
many years, and she also has extensive 
experience in the banking and insurance 
industries retiring from Alfalfa County 
Bank (Now ACB Bank), of Cherokee, in 
2001. They enjoy their home, watching 
birds, listening to music, and spending 
time together.

Eckley and Melva Phillips have raised 
four children, Sandy (Lofton) Winkler of 
Denver, Colorado, who passed in 2015, 
Jeff Lofton of Claremore, Oklahoma, 

Phillips’ to celebrate 50 years of marriage

Eckley and Melva Phillips - 1971

Eckley and Melva Phillips - 2021

Dennis Phillips of Owasso, Oklahoma, 
and Diane (Phillips) Orr of Moore, 
Oklahoma. They have been blessed 
with eight grandchildren and two great-

grandchildren, and they enjoy hearing 
about the many activities and exploits of 
these three generations of children that 
represent their legacy.
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Robocalls have declined temporarily
By Marione Martin

Every day at home my landline rings 
with calls I don’t want to answer. I can 

expect at least one 
call per day from 
“Unavailable” and 
one from “Toll free 
number.” I have an 
answering machine, 
so callers I really want 
to talk to can leave 
a message. Some of 
the recordings are 
obvious scams such 

as problems with my icloud account 
(which I don’t have) or a problem with 
an Amazon order (they only email me).

I’ve registered on the national Do 
Not Call list for both my landline and 
my cellphone. It helps, but the scammers 
don’t care if they’re breaking the law so 
they ignore the restricted list.

We’ve actually experienced a drop 
in robocalls, those annoying recorded 
messages that urge you  not to hang 
up because they have an important 
message. According to an article by 
Consumer Reports, that can be attributed 
to new call-filtering technology and 
the effects of Covid-19 shutdowns. In 
April the number of robocalls received 
in the U.S. dropped by 10.3 percent 
from the previous month, according 
to the blocking and tracking service 
YouMail. But even with that decline, 
U.S. consumers still received 4.4 billion 
unwanted calls during that stretch. It’s 

believed regional lockdowns in India 
due to Covid-19 has reduced the capacity 
of call centers.

The major telecom companies have 
played a part in fighting robocalls, too. 
They’ve installed technology known 
as STIR/SHAKEN to identify spoofed 
calls, which use a fake number to trick 
you into answering your phone. Smaller 
carriers are racing to implement the tech 
in time for a June 30 deadline imposed 
by the TRACED Act.

Hopefully someday they’ll tackle the 
scam text message problem. 

There are some things you can do to 
solve the robocall problem. Consumer 
Reports offers these tip:

Optimize Your Phone
Many cell phones offer a 

“whitelisting” tool that will allow calls 
only from numbers in your contact list.

But there’s a downside. It also blocks 
calls from people you may want to talk 
to, like a doctor or delivery person, but 
who aren’t in your contacts. That means 
you have to keep updating your contact 
list so that you don’t miss an important 
call.

Here’s how to install the whitelist 
tool.

For iPhones (iOS 13 and later): To 
turn on Silence Unknown Callers, go 
to Settings > Phone, then scroll down, 
tap Silence Unknown Callers, and turn 
on the feature. Calls from unknown 
numbers are silenced and sent to your 
voicemail, and will appear in your recent 

Tips on how stop those unwanted calls calls list.
For Android phones: To turn on Block 

Calls From Unidentified Callers, tap the 
phone icon usually found at the bottom 
of your home screen, then at the top right 
corner of the screen, tap the three dots 
> Settings > Blocked Numbers. Enable 
Block Calls From Unidentified Callers 
by tapping the toggle switch on the right.

Google’s Pixel phones: These 
smartphones have a tool called Call 
Screen that’s built in and works 
automatically. When you receive a call 
from any number, you can tap Screen 
Call on your home screen and Google 
Assistant will answer it for you and ask 
the caller to identify himself or herself 
and the reason for calling. When a caller 
responds, a real-time transcript of the 
response is displayed.

If it’s someone you want to speak to, 
you can simply answer the call. If it’s a 
robocall, you can automatically report it 
to Google as spam as well as log it or 
blacklist it locally on your device. The 
tool will then block the number from 
calling you in the future. Note, though, 
that while this tool (and others like it) 
screens the call, it doesn’t prevent the 
phone from ringing and interrupting you.

Use Your Carrier’s Anti-Robocall 
Tools

Last year big phone carriers like 
AT&T, T-Mobile, and Verizon installed 
STIR/SHAKEN call-filtering technology 
that recognizes most legitimate phone 
numbers while weeding out or warning 
about suspicious numbers.

Carriers can also block suspect calls 
under the new TRACED Act law that 
took effect last year. 

For the most part, consumers don’t 
have to do anything to get these free 
services to work. Calls recognized as 
legitimate will be allowed through with 
an indication, such as a green check 
mark. Numbers not recognized as legit 
will either be blocked or allowed to ring 
with an alert indicating that the call is 
suspected to be spam or a scam.

But these services might not be 
automatically enabled for all phones on 
all carriers. You may have to activate the 
basic robocall blocking features on your 
phone. The steps (listed below) vary 
depending on the carrier.

Note that customers of smaller 

 See Robocalls Page 29
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By Marione Martin
Alva School Superintendent Tim Argo 

started off his report to the school board 
Monday with a list of resignations and 
reassignments.

Dr. Steven Maier has resigned as a 
physics teacher. Argo said there has been 
low interest in the class with only three 
students. Dustin Moffatt resigned as high 
school custodian. Daren Kerns has agreed 
to voluntary separation as a bus driver. 
Cody Hooper resigned as middle school 
baseball coach. 

Cory Smith is resigning as high school 
principal effective June 30, and Whitney 
Smith is resigning as a Pre-K teacher.

Argo announced numerous changes 
and reassignments. Misty Beiswanger 
will move from high school counselor 
to Longfellow and Lincoln. Dusty Horn, 
who resigned as a coach, will continue 
to teach high school math and will add 
middle school math. Special education 
teacher Dalton Beeler will add middle 
school history. Emily Kennedy will move 
from the middle school to teach pre-K. 

Tanya Phillips who teaches ESL 
(English as a second language) will add 
Title I at Lincoln. Dawn Madrid will 
move from Lincoln Title I to Longfellow 
Title I. Leann Levetzow will move from 
Longfellow Title I to Washington Title I. 
Christy Vickers is moving from teaching 
fourth grade to teaching second grade. 
Michelle Mackey is changing from 
teaching third grade to kindergarten.

With 74 pre-K students already 

enrolled, Argo said Alva will be adding 
an additional class for the four-year-olds 
next fall.

The superintendent provided the 
board with a 19 page accreditation report. 
Alva had one deficiency on a missing 
remediation report. Argo said that was 
not required in the 2019 school year. In 
the 2018 report, Alva had 38 students 
who were college-tracked who required 
remediation courses.

The renovations to the art room will 
be completed this week. Argo said the 
project came in $77 under budget. Board 
President Jane McDermott said she had 
a quick look at the renovated facility 
and was impressed. The only thing left 
to make the room ready for art students 
next fall is a fire hydrant. Argo said he is 
working with the city on getting that in 
place.

New Hires
All board members were present 

for the meeting. They voted to hire Tim 
Thomas as the new high school custodian. 
Argo said he is already working because 
the former custodian left just before 
graduation.

The board approved hiring two 
certified personnel on temporary one 
year contracts. Summer Foster was 
hired as a counselor. She comes to Alva 
from Dodge City where she worked as a 
counselor. Valerie Ryder was also hired 
as a counselor. She comes from Guymon 
and has about 20 years’ experience in 
counseling.

Financials
Comparing this year to last year, Argo 

said revenue was down almost $1 million, 
but Alva Schools spent almost $1 million 
less than in the previous year.

After months of low revenue from 
gross production tax, Argo pointed out 
that May was much higher. “Haven’t seen 
it that high since a year ago to date,” he 
said. 

Detailing some of the expenditures, 
Argo pointed out $5,500 to Graceful Arts. 
For the past four or five years, elementary 
students have gone to Graceful Arts for art 
education and activities.

A purchase order for $2,049 to Telcom 
is for maintenance on the phone system. 
Installation of a new fire alarm panel and 
monitor in the art room cost $1,210. The 
school is paying $4,000 for psychological 
evaluations as part of the IEP (individual 
education plan) process. Damage to bus 
seats cost $2,050 to repair. Basketball 
uniforms were on the rotation this year, 
and those were purchased for $9,032. RT 
Diesel Repair was paid $4,800 for repairs 
to two activity buses. Monitors and 
docking stations for all teachers and staff 
cost $20,819, and that will be reimbursed.

From the building fund, Top Choice 
Mechanical for $1,500 took care of issues 
with the HVAC system which occurred a 
couple of days before commencement and 
graduations in the auditorium. At Lincoln 
School on the middle level there’s a patio 
with a drainage issue. Argo said that water 
will run down the wall into the basement 
so $3,975 will go to fix the issue this 
summer. A purchase order to Vendetti 
Plumbing is for multiple plumbing repairs 
at Washington Elementary. Finally, a 
purchase order for $2,250 was for mowing 
of the football field and the hills on both 
sides so custodians would have time to 
complete their work in their buildings. 

Following an inspection, Washington 
cafeteria needed about $1,500 in repairs, 
mainly for some exit lights.

Other Business
The board approved four student 

transfers into the Alva school system. 
Argo said three were returning students 
and the fourth is entering Pre-K.

Board members voted to approve 
entering into a cooperative agreement 
with Blackwell Public Schools for a Title 
III Consortium. Argo said this allows 
the schools to join together to purchase 

Smith resigns as Alva High School principal
Numerous other resignations and reassignments

 See Smith Page 13
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By Kathleen Lourde
The Cherokee school board approved 

hiring Keela Patterson as elementary 
principal and Lane Pruett as junior 
high/high school principal at the board 
regular monthly meeting Monday. Amy 
Eckhardt was also hired as an elementary 
teacher.

Jeremy Hickman has resigned as 
junior high/high school principal; he 
has taken an administrative position in 
another school district. Superintendent 
Bryce Schanbacher read from the letter 
of resignation at the board meeting. “I 
started working in Cherokee in 2010,” 
the letter read. “I feel I was able to give 
back to the community and the school 
that I love. I also feel I left it better off 
than I found it. It’s been an honor to 
work with so many great teachers and 
students.” Schanbacher concluded his 
reading by adding, “We wish him all the 
best.” 

Steve Hickman, head boys track 
coach, has also resigned. He had retired 
as a teacher two years ago, Schanbacher 
told the board, and has now decided 
to retire as coach as well. “I came to 
Cherokee Schools in August of 1976,” 
his resignation letter read, “and feel it is 
the right time for me to resign my position 
as head track coach. I greatly appreciate 
the time and effort that these young men 
have donated to the program.” 

Schanbacher paused to note that the 
change is “bittersweet with both of those. 
Steve has had an outstanding career here 
with the track program. You can see that 
walking up and down the halls here and 

seeing the championships (banners) that 
his teams achieved. We will miss him.”

Student Activities
Although things are wrapping up 

for summer, students do have some 
activities coming up. FCCLA will attend 
the national convention in Nashville 
June 27-July 2. FFA has their officer 
retreat June 30-July 2 at Robber’s Cave. 
Basketball has had some camps already 
and more are coming up. The school has 
also hosted a football camp with five 
other schools attending. Summer league 
softball, baseball and T-ball are all in 
swing.

The school will host a track and 
field meet on the weekend of June 19; it 
should draw enough visitors to the town 
to benefit local businesses.

Also, 4th of July activities will be 
held at the school’s complex, as it was 
last year.

Financial Struggles Continue; 
Progress Is Being Made

“We still have a couple financial 
hurdles to get through as we close out 
this fiscal year,” Schanbacher told the 
board. “It does appear our general fund 
balance as of June 30 will probably still 
be in the negative. We’ve been working 
against that all year, doing lots of 
different things – absorbed positions as 
people left, shifted utilities. Originally 
some of those early projections were 
showing us anywhere from $800,000 to 
almost $1 million in the negative. As of 
today, that number is closer to $200,000. 
So that’s still bad news, but we have 
made some strides.”

(Later in the meeting, the board 
approved a resolution authorizing the 
district to transfer unobligated funds 
from Fund 31 – building bond fund to 
the general fund for operating purposes 
in the amount of $200,000.)

Schanbacher also talked about the 
school district’s Return to Learn Plan 
for 2021-22, and how it could bring the 
school $548,000.

“With the American Rescue Plan 
money there’s a lengthy application 
process we have to go through,” he said. 
“The first step is having our Return to 
Learn plan posted to the school website 
by June 22. Then we have six months to 
make revisions to it. 

“So far all I’ve done is make some 
minor adjustments” to last year’s Return 
to Learn Plan, he said. “There are nine 
areas that have to be in compliance with 
what the CDC safety guidelines are. 
Almost all nine areas are addressed in 
our current plan. 

“One area I want to draw attention to 
– and I want to be really clear and explain 
this, because it has to do with masks. Part 
of the CDC recommendation is universal 
and correct wearing of masks, and what 
that means is you have to follow the 
CDC guidelines for wearing them.

“So for now, all I put is that 
‘Cherokee Public Schools will require 
that face coverings be worn correctly 
and according to CDC guidelines IF 
a federal, state or local decision to 
mandate it is made.’ That criteria has to 
be in here. 

We have six months to make 
revisions. This is going to be an evolving 
process, but we do have to have this 
posted quickly to qualify for those funds 
of $548,000. This is the first step in that. 
Everything has to be completed for that 
in August.

In a related matter affecting the 
school’s bottom line, Schanbacher told 
the board that the school’s liability 
insurance premium had gone up $31,000 
this year to $98,267. The insurance 
premium goes up 3.05 percent every 
year, but Schanbacher has learned – 
after calling OSIG to find out why the 
premium had gone up so much – that 
the organization has decided to start 
doing property appraisals every five 
years. Cherokee hadn’t had an appraisal 

Cherokee board of education
New principals: Keela Patterson, Lane Pruett

 See Cherokee Page 28
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On Saturday, June 12, 2021, Roger 
and Betty Mantz will celebrate 50 
years of marriage. Roger and Betty 
exchanged vows on June 12, 1971 at the 
First Assembly of God Church in Alva, 
Oklahoma. The ceremony was officiated 
by Reverend Edwin Lack. 

This lasting union has served as a 
positive example for their two sons, 
Chad and his wife Tyla, Tyler and his 
wife Alexandra, from which they are 
blessed with four grandchildren, Statton, 
Dexton, Merritt and Larson. 

Be sure to congratulate Roger and 
Betty Mantz on 50 years of marriage.

Please join in celebrating this 
momentous anniversary by showering 
them with cards. 

Please send cards to Roger and Betty 
at 419 Lane, Alva, OK 73717.

Mantz’s celebrate 50th wedding anniversary

Roger and Betty Mantz - 1971

Roger and Betty Mantz - 2021
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Waynoka Board of Education held 
a regular meeting Monday, May 10. 
Present were board members Travis 
George, Garret Gum, John Hanson, 
Clint Olson and Caleb Zook. Also 
present Superintendent Scott Cline, 
Junior High/High School Principal 
Dustin Smith, Elementary Principal Pat 
Burrow, Minutes Clerk Lori Adair, and 
guest Isaac Sanders.

The board approved the consent 
agenda, consisting of minutes of 
previous meetings, reports on the 
general, building, activity, and bond 
funds, encumbrances for the general, 
building and Bond #31 funds, and 
change orders.
End-of-School Reports: Elementary 

The E-I-E-I OOPS Elementary 
Music Program went very well, Burrow 
said. “Mrs. Hope always knocks it out 
of the park with her programs.” The 
pre-K and kindergarten went to the Alva 
Menagerie on May 3. 

Third through fifth grades had Ag 
Safety Day in Alva on May 5. “Each 
station the classes visited was informative 
and the closing was a demonstration by 
the Alva K9 dog, showing us aspects 
of his job. Afterwards, we enjoyed a 
picnic in the park before heading back to 
school,” she said. 

Fun Follies was Thursday, May 6. 

“Lots of laughs were heard and smiles 
spread. The students and staff did an 
amazing job and the event brought in 
$2,093 to go towards incentive trips next 
year. Thank you, thank you for all of the 
support,” Burrow said.

The library closed May 6 and A.R. 
points were due that day, she told the 
board. Sixty-four first- through sixth- 
graders had met their goal for the last 
nine weeks. Those students were taken 
to Boomer Skate to skate, then eat hot 
dogs, and, weather permitting, the group 
planned to stop at Crystal Beach Park.

On May 11, first and second grades 
went to the park in Alva, then to the 
Menagerie for their field trip. 

Elementary Awards Assemblies were 
May 13. 
Junior High and High School End-of-

School Report
High School and Junior High 

Principal Dustin Smith told the board 
that the Oklahoma State Track Meet was 
held on Saturday, May 8, at Cherokee. 
Waynoka had three athletes participate; 
the school had a State Champion in the 
110- meter hurdles and second place in 
the 300-meter hurdles “in one of the best 
races I’ve ever seen with Casen Olson 
placing second literally by a hair in a 
photo finish that was reviewed several 
times by the judges to determine the 

winner where both competitors were 
under 40 seconds,” reported Smith.

The Class of 2021held their 
baccalaureate at the First Baptist Church 
with all but one senior attending. The 
High School Awards Assembly was 
the day after the board meeting. Eighth 
Grade Promotion exercises were held, 
as was the High School Graduation 
ceremony.

The 7th through l2th grade classes 
A.R. Incentive was a fun afternoon at the 
school. The week before, they were able 
to get their first semester A.R. incentive 
trip in that was canceled in December 
due to inclement weather. The students 
enjoyed an escape room in Enid.

Spring football is underway. 
Football, basketball and judging camps 
are going on all summer long. Driver’s 
Education has begun. STEM camp is 
coming up. There are four different units 
the students will be working on. The 
students will take live diodes and build 
a string of lights that will create a scene 
of lights by programming a micro-bit 
controller. They will be studying wind 
energy by creating a wind turbine to see 
how wind is saved, used and distributed. 
They will study brain trauma by creating 
a simulated brain and exposing it to 
different types of trauma to see its effect 
on the brain. 

Cline Reports on Finances 
Superintendent Scott Cline reported 

expenditures were $3,000,000 for the 
year and the school is down $91,000. 
The revenue collections for the year were 
$3,900.000, which is down $900,000 that 
was under-collected from the previous 
year. With two months left, typically 
the school spends approximately 
$1,000,000. With collections, the school 
should not have to dip into the carry-
over unless there is some unforeseen 
event coming. The school should be 
financially sound moving into next year. 

Nothing has been spent this year out 
of the building fund at this time, he told 
the board. However, with the baseball 
field renovations there might be some 
expenditures from that fund. Collections 
are based on the ad valorem and, the 

Olson brings home first,
second from state track meet
End of school activities at Waynoka

 See Waynoka Page 28
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Obituaries
WILMINA “NINA” BURKES 
A memorial service for Nina Burkes 

will be held 2 pm, Saturday, June 12, 
2021, at the Carmen 
Christian Church 
with Pastor Kirk 
Board officiating. 
Arrangements are 
under the direction 
of Wentworth 
Mortuary, LLC of 
Carmen. 

Nina Wiggins 
Burkes was born January 6, 1931, near 
Cleo Springs to the late Knolt and Belle 
Wiggins. She passed away April 29, 
2020, at her home at the age of 89 years. 

Nina grew up in Enid and Cleo 
Springs, graduating from Cleo Springs 
High School. On October 16, 1947, 
she was united in marriage to Charles 
Burkes. To this union six children were 
born: Terry, Johnny, Vicki, Kim, Jackie, 
and Shawn. 

Nina worked for many years at 
the Carmen Nursing Home. After her 
retirement, she served on the Alfalfa 
County Election Board, the Carmen 
After 55 Board, and the Carmen Library 
Board. She was a published poet, enjoyed 
traveling, gardening in her flower beds, 
playing the piano, bowling, fishing and 
spending time with her grandchildren: 
Trenton Burke and wife, Sajdah, Ashlee 
Ryal and husband, Travis, Andrea 
Burkes McDonald and husband, Josh, 
Austin Burkes and wife, Tyler, Landon 
Olson and wife, Ana, Dane Olson and 
wife, Kristen, Ian Olson, Baye Burkes 
and wife, Mollie, Gage Burkes, Journee, 
Bryson, and Jordan Rolfe. 

Besides her parents, Knolt and Belle 
Wiggins, she was preceded in death 
by her husband, Charles; her brother, 

Wayne Wiggins, who recently passed; 
and two great-grandchildren. 

Nina is survived by her children, 
Terry Burkes of Carmen, Johnny Burkes 
of Carmen, Vicki Burke of Enid, Kim 
Olson and husband, Gary, of Carmen, 
Jackie Garcia and husband, Eddie, of 
Enid, and Shawn Burkes and wife, 
Lisa, of Oxford, Kansas; her sister, 
Elma Riggs of Laverne; grandchildren; 
great grandchildren; great-great-
grandchildren; other relatives and 
friends. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
through the mortuary to the Carmen 
Christian Church or the Carmen After 
55 Club. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

BARBARA DUGGINS
Barbara was born on November 21, 

1935, in Stroud, Oklahoma, to E.K. 
White and Elva Cagle 
White and passed 
from this life on 
June 4, 2021, at her 
home in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma. She 
married Junior Dale 
Duggins on March 
31, 1954, at First 
Baptist Church in 

Oklahoma City. In 1954-1958 Barbara 
worked at Adjutant General Office as 
Secretary to Major Truitt and Major 
Weber. In 1958 Barbara worked as 
a CPA at Hill Accounting Firm, at 
Holderby Ford and was a co-owner 
of Fair Store and Kountry Kitchen in 
Cherokee. She was a member of First 
Baptist Church and the Red Hat Society. 
She was Citizen of the Year and was the 

first woman president of the Chamber of 
Commerce in Cherokee.

Those who preceded Barbara in death 
include her husband, Dale Duggins; her 
parents, E.K. and Elva White and sisters, 
Dee Parsons and Carolyn Heck.

Survivors include her two daughters, 
Donna Inbody and husband, Kevin 
of Meeteetse, Wyoming, and Debbie 
Jackson and husband, Tim of Alva; 
six grandchildren, Kory Littlefield and 
Natalie; Ross Littlefield and Carly; 
Christa Nordquist and Drew; Cody Lakin 
and Kate; Lindsay Corder and Blake, 
and Morgan and Kayla Jackson; twelve 
great grandchildren, Tessa and Kaden 
Littlefield, Case and Cooper Littlefield, 
Asher and Roman Nordquist, Styles and 
Scarlett Lakin, Trinity McGee, Haedynn 
and Koltynn Corder, Emry Corder; 
brother-in-law, Larry Heck; nephews, 
Mark Parsons, Terri Heck, and Brian 
Heck; niece, Shelly Heck.

A memorial graveside service for 
Barbara will be Friday, June 11, 2021, 
at 11 a.m. at Cherokee Municipal 
Cemetery with arrangements by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials may be given to American 
Cancer Society through the funeral 
home.

JERRY DEAN NUSSER 
Funeral service for Jerry Nusser was 

held 2 p.m. on  Monday June, 7, 2021, at 
the Marshall Funeral 
Home Chapel with 
Rev. Tony Aton 
officiating. Interment 
was in the Alva 
Municipal Cemetery 
under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva. 

Jerry Dean 
Nusser was born March 8, 1945, in Alva, 
Oklahoma, to James Arlen and Afton 
Pearl (Heaton) Nusser and passed away 
June 1, 2021, in Alva at the age of 76 
years, 2 months and 24 days. 

Jerry graduated from Alva High 
School. He married Karen Davison on 
July 3, 1964, and they divorced in June 

 See Obits Page 33
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fungicide” put on this crop in March and 
April. When asked about unwelcome rye in 
the wheat, Theilen said there is rye in some 
places “but no more than normal.” 

Monday wheat was over $6/bushel. 
He said there’s always the potential for the 
price to drop. Especially if western Kansas 
has “the big crop” they anticipate. Theilen 
said western Kansas had more moisture 
than south-central Kansas. 

Dacoma Cooperative
“I expect something by the end of 

the week,” Dacoma Co-op Manager Jake 
Kelln said. “I think we’ll really be going by 
Tuesday and Wednesday.” 

Kelln said he planned to get their first 
load of canola Tuesday.

“This crop has the potential to be a 
really good crop. “I’m hoping for high 
proteins and test weights because of the 
cooler weather we’ve had in May,” Kelln 
said. “More people need to seek treatment 
with fungicides and insecticides, even in 
the fall.” 

He added, “I’m hoping for a good, safe, 
quick harvest so farmers can put a little 
money in their pocket.” 

Wheeler Brothers Alva
Jay Lohmann, manager of Wheeler 

Brothers in Alva, said, “We’ll get a sample 
Thursday.”

“The weather we’ve had, cool and rainy, 
makes good berries and fills the head,” 
Lohmann said. He predicts the quality of 
this crop to be “above average.”

When asked about any problems with 
this crop, Lohmann said not much but “a 
spotted case of leaf rust, stripe rust and 
powdery mildew.” He said the farmers that 
used fungicides protected their crops from 
getting those diseases.

Lohmann said, “I anticipate really good 
test weights which increase your yield.”

With the price of wheat at $6.08 
Monday, Lohmann said, “We have prices 
better than we’ve had in seven years. Let’s 
be optimistic! I hope everyone has a happy 
and safe harvest!”

Alva Farmer’s Cooperative
Alva Farmer’s Cooperative 

Agronomy Manager Merle Ridgway 
said “maybe Thursday” they’ll see a few 
trying to cut, but he thinks it will get going 
this weekend. 

Combines will roll into ripe wheat fields in a few days to start the 2021 harvest 
in northwest Oklahoma and south-central Kansas. 

Wheat whacking to start in just days in
northwest Oklahoma and south-central Kansas
By Yvonne Miller 

It’s June 8 and everyone is at the 
starting gate ready to hear “on your mark, 
get set, go!” It’s not a track meet but the 
excitement is there for the 2021 harvest 
of primarily red, hard winter wheat. Huge 
combines in shades of green, red, yellow 
and silver with enough bells and whistles 
to provide a concert are ready to roll into a 
field near you.

A call Monday and Tuesday to area 
elevator operators in the Newsgram reading 
area found the following predictions. 

Debbie Stoner, secretary of the 
Cherokee Co-op, said she’s heard farmers 
talking that they’ll test the fields possibly 
over the weekend  – of course depending 

on the weather. When asked about any 
adversity this crop faced, she only knows 
of  “a light freeze.”

OK Grain Cooperative in Kansas
Ernie Theilen expects combines to 

be out in fields around Kiowa, Kansas 
early next week at least testing the 2021 
wheat crop. Theilen is general manager 
of O.K. Grain Cooperative in Kiowa that 
also includes elevators in Hardtner and 
Hazelton, Kansas.

Theilen expects “a good quality 
crop that is above average.” That’s what 
producers in the area are telling him. He 
would like to have seen more moisture 
“early on” for this crop.

He said, “There was a fair amount of 

 See Wheat Page 32
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 See Alfalfa Page 26

By Stacy Sanborn
Emotions ran high at Monday’s 

Alfalfa County commissioners meeting 
as longtime county employee Vernon 
Sanders addressed Marvin Woodall, 
Jay Hague, and Mike Roach about the 
upcoming change to his employment 
status. Besides Sanders, Alfalfa County 
Sheriff Rick Wallace was in the gallery. 
Sanders, the jail administrator, took the 
floor after the commissioners signed the 
routine paperwork of previous meeting 
minutes, maintenance and operation 
payment warrants, monthly officer 
reports, and blanket purchase orders.

“I would like to start out by saying 
thank you to the county commissioners 
for putting all the undue stress and 
hardships on my family,” Sanders 
began. “It’s caused financial, insurance, 
personal hardships between me and my 
family, my wife. Almost it’s caused a 
divorce. Because of decisions on budgets 
that have been made.” 

He mentioned seeing the large stack 
of purchase orders being approved and 
signed. 

“Down in the jail, I have tried and 
tried and tried for six years to get certain 
things fixed. Still not done. But then you 
got to cut my position to help ease the 
budget? That doesn’t make any sense.” 
Sanders said he has saved the county 
money – probably millions of dollars 
in lawsuits – by taking care of issues 

within the jail. “I guess that doesn’t 
really matter because you guys want me 
gone. Or certain people do.” He said he 
was told it wasn’t personal but couldn’t 
understand how he was the only one out 
of all employees whose position would 
be cut. 

He asked the commissioners to 
ponder on the situation. “I just wanted to 
be heard, and if you all happen to have 
answers for me, I’ll be here all day.”

Woodall thanked Sanders, and 
because no motion was needed, the 
officials moved on to other items on 
the agenda. Commissioners approved 
a private property access easement for 
District 2 (lot 1-3, block 33 of Cherokee 
Original) to haul off concrete, followed 
by a detention services agreement by 
and between Sequoyah Enterprises Inc. 
and the Board of County Commissioners 
of Alfalfa County. The following 
several items were resolutions. All were 
approved:

• Resolutions for designating official 
county newspaper for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for Assessor Cash 
interest for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for designating first 
deputies for Alfalfa County officers for 
FY 21-22

• Resolutions for Ambulance District 
interest for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for Sales Tax 
Fairgrounds interest for FY 21-22

Alfalfa County employee
addresses commissioners 

• Resolutions to invest Highway 
Cash funds interest for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for designating interest 
Rates Paid on Non-Payable Warrants for 
the FY 21-22

• Resolutions for Designating County 
Depository Banks for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for directing deposit 
of reimbursement of Election Board 
expenses for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for dividing ACCO-
SIG and ACCO-SIF percentages to be 
paid between Highway and County 
General for FY 21-22

• Resolutions for designating 
requisitioning and receiving officers for 
FY 21-22

• Resolution for lease-purchase 
renewals

Other agenda items approved were a 
few account transfers: one from the Cash 
H 1207-1-1700-2005 account to the Cash 
HR 1204-1-1600-2005 account to close 
it out, and another from the Treasurer 
Capital Outlay account 0001-1-0600-
4110 to the Treasurer Maintenance and 
Operation account 0001-1-0600-2005 
for the remaining year purchases. The 
third transfer was from the County Clerk 
Capital Outlay account 0001-1-1000-
4110 to the county clerk maintenance 
and operation account 0001-1-1000-
4110 for remaining year purchases. 
Finally, commissioners approved a 
notice exercising option to renew the 
lease from Community National Bank 
for District 1.

At last week’s commissioner 
meeting, the three men awarded a 
$14,672.68 bid to Luckinbill for jail 
shower and plumbing work. That bid 
was the lowest received.

They also awarded a $6,500 bid 
to Level Excavation for building 
demolition and the hauling of materials 
for the Carmen Responders. It, too, was 
the lowest bid received.

The officials approved a resolution 
for temporary appropriation amounts 
for Cash Accounts and the budget 
amount, both for FY 21-22, effective 
July 1. They also approved a resolution 
and payment option for executing the 
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By Senator Roland Pederson 
We’ve officially adjourned the 

2021 legislative session, and with it we 
accomplished many 
items that will move 
our state forward. 
We focused on a 
number of priorities, 
including expanding 
broadband access, 
protecting the 
unborn, increasing 
health outcomes and 

supporting our law enforcement. 
In the beginning of the legislative 

session, there were about 3,000 measures 
that were filed for consideration. Of 
those, only about 590 made it through the 
legislative process and were signed by 
the governor, becoming law. One of these 
was my Senate Bill 335, which provides a 
way for burial spaces to be resold after no 
contact has been made with the owner for 
at least 75 years. 

We know the Covid-19 pandemic 
has underscored how important 
equitable broadband service access is 
to Oklahomans across the state. We are 
currently ranked 47th in the nation in 
broadband connectivity, so increasing 
access to those who don’t have it is a 

top priority. In our budget, we allocated 
$42 million in the form of a tax rebate 
to incentivize broadband companies to 
expand and provide service to underserved 
and unserved areas of the state. 

Several pieces of pro-life legislation 
were signed into law, reinforcing our 
priority as a state to ensure every child 
has the right to life. I feel it’s my duty to 
be a voice for our unborn, which is why 
I strongly supported the measures we 
approved to make it even more difficult to 
have an abortion in our state. I’m proud 
to live in a state that values life, and am 
glad we have so many non-profit groups 
that will step up and help in times of crisis 
pregnancy. 

A highlight of this session was the 
passage of the Second Amendment 
Sanctuary State Act. I was proud to be a 
co-author of this measure to ensure every 
Oklahoman will continue to have the 
right to keep and bear arms. Guns and 
ammunition that are currently legal will 
always be legal in our state – regardless 
of future federal policies limit or ban their 
use. 

Increasing our health outcomes 
remains a priority of the Senate, and 
we passed several measures to increase 
access to health care, especially in rural 

Senate Review

Second Amendment Sanctuary 
State Act a highlight of session

Oklahoma utilizing telemedicine. This 
type of care has exploded in popularity 
over the past year due to COVID-19, and 
is a critical resource in our small towns 
where access to certain specialists and 
doctors may be limited. We passed and 
the governor signed several pieces of 
legislation dealing with telemedicine this 
session, including parity for payments 
from insurance companies for telehealth 
visits, and law enforcement access to 
telemedicine specialists while on mental 
health calls. Increasing access to this type 
of care will remain a priority moving 
forward. 

We also passed measures supporting 
our law enforcement, outlawing the 
closure of churches and places of worship 
during health emergencies, and banning 
the teaching of critical race theory in our 
schools. I’m pleased to report the governor 
signed all of these measures into law. 

Overall, it was a productive 
session, and I’m proud of the things we 
accomplished. I appreciate your trust in 
me to serve as your state Senator, and I 
hope I’ll continue to make you proud. 
Please feel free to reach out if there is 
anything my office can help you with. You 
can contact me at 405-521-5630 or via 
email at Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov. 

ALINE, Okla. — On Saturday, 
June 19, at 10 a.m. Dr. Eric Schmaltz 
of Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University (NWOSU) will give a 
presentation entitled “Resilience and 
Transformation: Germans from Russia 
in Northwestern Oklahoma (1889–
1940)” at the Sod House Museum near 
Aline.

Schmaltz will provide information 
on the general migrations and 
settlements of ethnic Germans from the 
Russian Empire in the western parts 
of Oklahoma at the turn of the last 
century. He will explore the factors that 
led this group to settle across the Great 

Plains in vast numbers, as well as how 
these resilient immigrants and their 
descendants navigated great challenges 
and dynamic opportunities in American 
society. After more than a century, this 
group has become an integral and vital 
part of American life and culture. They 
have left a profound legacy in northwest 
Oklahoma in numerous endeavors, 
including the areas of agribusiness, 
architecture, art, foodways, language, 
music, politics and faith.

Professor Schmaltz earned a PhD 
in history in 2002 at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Since 2005 he has 
taught European, American and world 

history at NWOSU, and in 2019 began 
serving as department chair for the 
Social Sciences Department. In 2014 he 
received the John Barton Distinguished 
Teaching and Service Award at NWOSU 
and has been nominated for it on 
three other occasions. His research 
concentrates on modern Germany and 
modern Russia, as well as German 
migration topics.

The Sod House Museum is open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and is located southeast of Aline on 
State Highway 8. For more information, 
contact Director Renee Trindle at 580-
463-2441 or sodhouse@okhistory.org. 

Germans from Russia presentation by 
Dr. Eric Schmaltz at Sod House Museum
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agreement establishing the Association 
of County Commissioners of Oklahoma 
Self-Insured Fund (ACCO-SIF) and 
Alfalfa County for FY 21-22. A contract 
for services for FY 21-22 between 
County Budgeting Services, LLC and 
the County Commissioners of Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma garnered approval, 
followed by a Certificate of Compliance 
and compliance letter for Oklahoma 
Medical Marijuana Authority Businesses 
for OMMA for Hay Creek Farms, LLC.

The commissioners approved 
appropriations and the allocation for the 
alcohol beverage tax too.

Appropriations
Assessor Revolving $385
Assessor Visual $5.73
Cash EM Grant $2,500
Cash HST District 1 $7,291.49
Cash HST District 2 $7,291.49
Cash HST District 3 $7,291.49
County Clerk Preservation $1,665.35
County Clerk $740.95
Court Clerk Rec Management $180
Election Board SL-2 $248.78
Enhanced 911 $7,233.48
E-911 Sales Tax $9,891.07
Fair Arena Sales Tax $6,141.78
General Govt-St $19,021.28
Highway $463,440.93
Highway Cash T-5 $500
Highway T-8 $16,948.33
Highway District 3 T-2A $244.35
Jet Fire Dept $85.47
LEPC Grant $1,000
Sales Tax Health $42,452.40
Sheriff Sales Tax $5,687.34
Sheriff Cash $8,238.63
Sheriff Drug Forfeiture $38.46
Sheriff Revolving $29.58
Treasurer $55

Alcoholic Beverage Tax
Aline $833.36; Amorita $148.96; 

Burlington $611.94; Byron $140.91; 
Carmen $1,429.21; Cherokee $6,030.84; 
Goltry $1,002.46; Helena $5,648.38; Jet 
$857.52; Lambert $24.16

Total: $16,727.74

From Page 22

AlfalfaNorthwest Oklahoma native Shelby 
Cummins spent two weeks participating 
in a summer rural externship during which 
she shadowed Dr. Timothy Newton at Great 
Salt Plains Health Center in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma.

Cummins, a Goltry resident, will start 
her second year of medical school in August 
at Oklahoma State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. She is a member of 
the inaugural class at the Cherokee Nation 
campus in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. She is 
currently the president of the Students of 
Osteopathic Rural Medicine (StORM) club 
and a member of the rural medical track, 

both of which focus on health, education, 
and leadership in rural Oklahoma. The 
rural medical track provides opportunities 
for students to complete two-week 
externships in rural Oklahoma between 
their first and second year. During this 
experience, students shadow physicians in 
rural communities and learn what it’s like 
to practice rural healthcare.

Shelby enjoys being involved in the 
rural programs at OSU Medicine, engaging 
with prospective students, and spending 
time in her community. She plans to return 
home to practice after completing her 
medical education and residency. 

Goltry med student has 
externship in Cherokee

By Yvonne Miller
Monday about 10:45 a.m., a one-

vehicle rollover accident happened on the 
Tri-City Road north of Hazelton, Kansas. 
The rollover occurred approximately five 
and three-quarters miles from Hazelton.

Barber County Sheriff Jason LeClair 
provided the information for the wreck that 
one of his deputies worked.

A truck owned by NOWAK 
Construction (who is doing Kiowa’s 

major waterline replacement project) was 
southbound on Tri-City Road. The driver 
was NOWAK employee Miguel Martinez, 
35, who lost control of the truck for an 
unknown reason and it rolled. The number 
of times was not available at press time.

Martinez was not injured, according 
to the sheriff. Kiowa Police, the Barber 
County Sheriff’s  Department, the 
ambulance and other emergency vehicles 
responded.

NOWAK Construction truck 
in rollover on Tri-City Road
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From Page 8 Cherokee

From Page 16 Waynoka

since 2005, and has made a lot of 
improvements to the property since 
then. So when OSIG did an appraisal, 
the school property appraised at a much 
higher value.

“We have been with this company 
since 2005,” said Schanbacher, “and 
they have not done an appraisal of any 
of our property during that time. So, 
they did one. And our property value 
has gone up $3.5 million since last 
year.”

Also as part of the school’s efforts 
to bring down costs, two of the portable 
buildings the school had been leasing 
will be removed June 24 and 25. 
The administration building, though, 
remains under lease until October.

Other Board Business
The board also approved the 

following:

• past meeting minutes
• general fund encumbrances 185-

189 and warrants, 
• building fund encumbrance 37 and 

warrants, activity fund report
• changing the name of Activity 

Account #844 – Benevolent Fund, 
which has a zero balance, to Wood 
Shop, as donations have been received.

• Treasurer’s report.
• fundraisers for high school cheer 

(4th of July T-shirts) and football 
(fundraising letter campaign)

• Temporary appropriations for the 
2021/22 school year

• renew contract with precision 
testing laboratories for the district’s 
asbestos maintenance services for 
$1,000.

• Schanbacher named agent to assure 
compliance for AHERA, programs 

purchasing agent, hearing officer for 
vocational programs, complaint and 
civil rights complaints, risk manager 
of OSHA programs, and the official 
representative and acting agent for the 
board in connection with applying for 
any government funds.

• resolution approving and affirming 
a lease/purchase agreement and 
authoring its execution, designating 
lease transaction as a qualified tax-
exempt obligation, authorizing 
employment of school district counsel, 
financial advisor and bond counselor 
pertaining to financing, and authorizing 
school district officials to executive 
any and all necessary documents 
in connection with aforementioned 
transactions.

Video of the entire meeting can be 
viewed at www.alvareviewcourier.com.

school is under collecting due to the 
protests by $146,000.

For the day care, year to date 
the school has spent $118,000 and 
collected $58,000 for a loss of roughly 
$60,000 with two months left to go.

Personnel Matters
Superintendent Cline 

recommended, and the board approved, 
the employment of certified teachers 
Isaac Sanders and Sarah Holly under 
temporary contract for the 2021-2022 
school year. Sarah Holly will fill an 
elementary teacher position and Isaac 
Sanders will fill the Girls’ Basketball 
Coach position and English. 

Similarly, certified speech 

pathologist Kristi Johnson was 
employed for June through July 202l 
and the 2021-2022 school year, and 
support staff employees Bridgette 
Myers and Jessica Hanks at the 
daycare were hired part-time for the 
2020-2021school year. The board also 
approved employing 2020-2021 and 
2021-2022 summer maintenance staff.

Other Board Business
The board also voted to approve:
• the agreement with Alcohol and 

Drug Testing, Inc. for the bus drivers’ 
alcohol and drug testing for the 2021-
2022 school year

• the agreement with Alcohol and 
Drug Testing, Inc. for the student extra-

curricular activity alcohol and drug 
testing for the 2021-2022 school year

• membership renewal with the 
OSSBA for the 2021-2022 school year

• Policy Maintenance Service 
Subscription with the OSSBA for the 
2021-2022 school year

• FFA fundraiser request
• extra duty contracts for summer-

school teachers for the 2020- 2021 
school year at $30.00 per hour 

The board also voted to rescind the 
2020-2021 Waynoka Public School 
Return to Learn Plan and tabled a 
discussion and possible action on 
quotes for property and casualty 
insurance.
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carriers, such as rural phone service 
providers, might not have access to these 
services yet, because many of these 
carriers are still implementing STIR/
SHAKEN technology.

AT&T
AT&T offers Call Protect, which 

will display a “V” (for verified) on your 
caller ID for calls considered legitimate. 
It will also block potentially fraudulent 
calls by giving a busy signal. You’ll still 
get spam calls, but your caller ID will 
display Suspected Spam and a category 
like Political, Nonprofit, Telemarketer, 
Survey, or Robocaller.

How to Turn On Call Protect: On 
the web, go to your myAT&T account 
overview. Find the My Digital Phone 
section and choose Check or Manage 
Voicemail & Features > Phone Features 
> Call Protect, then follow the prompts 
to turn on Call Protect.

T-Mobile
T-Mobile offers two free anti-robocall 

tools: Scam ID and Scam Block. Scam 
ID identifies and tags suspicious calls. 
T-Mobile One customers automatically 
get Scam ID. Other customers can 
activate it free. Scam Block is a more 
robust free tool, which, as the name 
implies, blocks calls before they ring. 
But customers need to activate this 
service.

How to Turn On Scam ID: Dial 
#ONI# (#664#), then press the call 
button.

How to Turn On Scam Block: Dial 
#ONB# (#662#), then press the call 
button.

Verizon
Verizon automatically enrolls eligible 

customers in the free version of Call 
Filter, which detects spam and blocks 
high-risk calls. This option is available 
on a wide variety of phones. See the full 
list of compatible devices.

Verizon also offers a more robust 
paid anti-robocall tool called Call Filter 
Plus, which can block unwanted calls. 
It costs $3 per month per line for up to 
two lines. It’s $8 per month for three or 
more lines. Most Verizon phones come 
preloaded with the Call Filter app, which 
is necessary to activate Call Filter Plus. 
If your phone isn’t preloaded with the 
app, it’s available for download at the 
app store.

How to Activate Call Filter Plus: 

Android: Open Call Filter app, then 
tap Account > Subscription Status > 
Subscribe Now. iPhone: Open Call Filter 
app, then tap Get Call Filter > Subscribe.

Online: Go to your account’s My 
Verizon section. Go to the Add-ons and 
apps page in My Verizon and select 
Manage Call Filter > Manage Add-on. 
Select which line you want to manage, 
and select the Call Filter Plus bubble 
under Choose Your Call Filter product. 
Choose whether to apply Call Filter to 
All eligible lines or choose Selected 
lines. You can get Call Filter Plus 
(Multiline) for accounts with three or 
more eligible lines for $8 per month 
per account. Click Continue > Confirm 
when the Confirmation screen appears.

My Verizon App: Open the My 
Verizon app. Tap the menu in the top 
left > Plans & Devices, then scroll 
down and tap Explore Add-ons. Scroll 
down to find Call Filter and tap Learn 
More, then choose a line to manage and 
tap Enroll > Call Filter Plus > Next. 
To sign up for Call Filter Plus (Single 
line), tap the $2.99/mo. per line Call 
Filter Plus option. To sign up for Call 
Filter Plus (Multiline) (requires three or 
more eligible lines), tap the $7.99/mo. 
for three or more lines Call Filter Plus 
option. Review your changes and tap “I 
accept the Terms & Conditions,” then 
tap Confirm.

Add More Protection
Downloading a third-party call-

blocking app or signing up for your 
phone company’s separate robocall 

blocking service could provide even 
more protection.

Some of these apps charge a fee 
while others offer a free subscription. 
But some “free” apps are free only 
for an introductory period and will 
automatically begin charging you a fee 
unless you cancel your subscription 
before the free trial ends.

These beefed-up services use 
algorithms, lists of blacklisted numbers, 
and proprietary technology to filter out 
suspicious calls and can supplement the 
call-blocking and labeling functionality 
of STIR/SHAKEN. They also give you 
more control to manually choose which 
calls can come through and which ones 
to block.

But you should consider potential 
privacy implications before downloading 
third-party apps, warns Maureen 
Mahoney, a policy analyst at Consumer 
Reports.

“There are few restrictions on what 
these companies can do with your data, 
so keep in mind that you’re trusting 
developers with sensitive information 
about your calls,” she says.

For even more privacy protection, 
there are premium services that offer 
tools such as access to a virtual private 
network (VPN) that can safeguard your 
data on public WiFi networks.

From Page 4 Robocalls
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Tuesday, June 1, 2021
During this day there were two traffic 

stops.
9:15 a.m. – Caller advised he had a 

Polaris Ranger stolen from his property. 
1:36 p.m. – Caller wanted to talk to 

an officer about a possible violation of a 
protective order.

2:36 p.m. – Report of a smoke alarm 
activated on CR (CR) 640. Everything was 
okay.

3:50 p.m. – Report of a single vehicle 
accident at CR 640 and Greer. Advised of 
no injuries.

6:03 p.m. – Report of a goat with its 
head stuck in a fence at 3rd Street and 
Nebraska.

Wednesday, June 2, 2021
During this day there was one traffic 

stop, two controlled burn and one report of 
cattle out.

7:54 a.m. – Report of a suspicious 
vehicle at CR 590. Deputy advised the 
driver was broken down but had assistance 
en route.

10:32 a.m. – Report that someone had 
broken into two of his vehicles in the 300 
block of 4th Street.

12:40 p.m. – Report of a suspicious 
silver Dodge extended cab at the apartments.

1:30 p.m. – Report of a suspicious 
vehicle near hear property.

4:19 p.m. – Report of a van vs. semi 
accident on junction of highways 45 and 
8. Medic took a patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

5:19 p.m. – Report of a semi with a 
tank in the ditch on Blaine and CR 680. No 
injuries.

6:26 p.m. – Reporting party advised he 
was stuck two miles north and 1 miles east 
of Carmen. The vehicle was still out there. 
There was a wheat truck out there and he 
took it. Party was with the truck. Dispatch 
was unable to make contact with owner via 
phone. Owner wanted the truck put back 

and the gate locked.
9:37 p.m. – Caller advised their dog was 

swimming off Sandy Beach at Great Salt 
Plains Lake. They advised it got a hook in 
his paw. It started licking the area and now 
the hook is in his tongue.

10:46 p.m. – Report of grass fire at the 
south end of Main.

11:35 p.m. – Barber County reported 
of a missing person and they believe they 
are in Kansas or Oklahoma. The missing 
person was found and arrested.

Thursday, June 3, 2021
During this day there were two traffic 

stops and four controlled burns.
11:53 a.m. – Report of reckless driver in 

the 11th Street and Oklahoma.
3:47 p.m. – Report of a dog bite in the 

200 block of 9th Street.
8:42 p.m. – Medic needed for a female 

with a possible infection where they had a 
tooth pulled. No transport needed.

Friday, June 4, 2021
During this day were three traffic stops 

and two controlled burns.
8:14 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 

with a possible stroke. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

10:32 a.m. – Report of a male who 
she had blocked but who had made a new 
account to keep talking to her.

11:10 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 
with high blood pressure. Medic with 
patient en route to Bass Hospital in Enid.

1:19 p.m. – Report of a four-wheeler 
that was stolen a week ago and they 
believed they found it. Deputy went to the 
location. Owner has the four-wheeler back 
in his possession.

2:54 p.m. – Report of male that was 
passing a kidney stone and didn’t take 
his blood pressure medicine. Medic with 
patient en route to Bass Hospital in Enid. 

Saturday, June 5, 2021
During this day were two traffic stops 

and two controlled burns.

8:21 a.m. – Caller advised of a five-
gallon gas can stolen from his trailer parked 
at his residence. Gas can was located at 8th 
Street and Duncan.

10:52 a.m. – Report of a reckless driver 
on SH-45 and CR 630.

12:56 p.m. – Caller advised there was 
something in her trap but she didn’t know if 
it was a rat or a gerbil.

2:08 p.m. – Report of a theft at CR 610 
and Craig Road.

7:23 p.m. – Medic needed for a female 
who was having seizures. Medic took the 
patient to Fairview.

8:18 p.m. – The Carmen pool manager 
asked that a vehicle be checked out that was 
parked at the pool. Advised no one was in it 
and found it suspicious. 

Sunday, June 6, 2021
1:59 a.m. – Medic needed for a male in 

a sleepy state and hardly responsive.
3:04 p.m. – Report of a dog out on Kay 

Avenue. Advised it was being aggressive.
8:30 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 

having chest pains and shortness of breath. 
Medic en route to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Monday, June 7, 2021
6:35 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 

possibly having a stroke. 
11;56 a.m. – Report of a stray dog in the 

200 block of Iowa.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs

Ridgway thinks this crop will be 
“average or a little above because the cool 
weather let it fill better.” When asked if 
there were any adverse conditions to this 
wheat, Ridgway replied, “Maybe a little 
freeze damage in March.”

Burlington Cooperative
“I assume some people will maybe try 

to sample this weekend,” Burlington Co-op 
Manager Robbie Newman said. 

“It will be very hit and miss  – depends 
on the variety and when it was planted,” he 
said.

When asked about any challenges, 
Newman replied, “There’s no notable 
damage to the wheat.” He’s hopeful test 
weights will be good, “based on the cool 
weather we’ve had.”

Considering all that farmers have 
to consider with their crops year round, 
Newman said, “It’s a tough business.”

From Page 22 

Wheat
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1989. On March 18, 1995, he married 
Alice Jean McKitrick at Alva. She 
preceded him in death on May 12, 2006. 

Jerry was an automotive tech and 
worked as a mechanic for Mark Ream 
Motor and Cherokee Motors for 9 years. 
He worked on his own for two years 
before going to work for Washburn 
Motor Company until retiring in 2013. 

He loved fishing, yard work, dogs 
(and always had two at a time!) and 
being a mechanic. He was a member 
of the Alva Moose Lodge and the Elks 
Lodge where he served as an officer. 
Jerry also enjoyed spending time with 
friends, Al and Ray Perks. 

Jerry was preceded in death by his 
parents; his wife, Jean; and one sister, 
Alberta Carver. 

He is survived by his children, Jerri 
Jean and husband, James Nall of Alva, 
Troy Dean Nusser of Farmington, New 
Mexico, and Kimberly Dawn Nusser 
of New Mexico, and adopted daughter, 
Tina McGuire Gallegos and husband, 
Gene of Guymon; 12 grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; other relatives and 
friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made in his memory to Marshall Funeral 
Home. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

TAMMI RENEE TUXHORN
Funeral services for Tammi Renee 

Tuxhorn, 62, of Fairview, Oklahoma, 
were held at 2 
p.m., Saturday, 
June 5, 2021, at the 
Fairview Church 
of the Nazarene 
with Pastor Ricky 
Chance officiating. 
Interment followed 
at Antioch Cemetery 

west of Fairview under the direction of 
Pierce Funeral Home, Fairview. 

Tammi Renee Tuxhorn was born 
May 21, 1959, at Wichita, Kansas. 
She departed this life to join our Lord 
late Sunday evening, May 30, 2021, in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

Tammi attended school at Fairview 
and Seiling, Oklahoma, and graduated 
with the class of 1977 at Seiling High 

School. She then attended Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University where she 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree, 
majoring in psychology. She worked 
for 18 ½ years for the Oklahoma 
Juvenile Authority. This was a career 
she loved because of her love for 
children and for being able to advocate 
for them. Tammi was the Fairview 
Wrangler Rodeo Queen in 1976. Now 
she is living like a Queen in Heaven. 

Tammi enjoyed spending time 
in the outdoors, feeding cattle and 
fishing at the family ranch. She was 
always a t-shirt and jeans kind of girl 
and disdained dressy clothes. Tammi 
accepted Christ into her life as a young 
adult and was a devout Christian. Her 
family and friends will miss her dearly 
but we know that she is living with 
Jesus. 

Tammi was preceded in death by 
an infant brother, Monty Ray Fuller; 
grandparents Mildred and Elda Garner, 
Laurence (Happy) and Norma Tuxhorn, 
Vergil and Pauline Harper and Edgar 
and Ruth Fuller; an uncle, Pat Fuller; 
and her beloved dog, Scooby.

She is survived by her parents, 
Elmer and Sue Tuxhorn of Cleo 
Springs; two brothers, Marty Fuller 
of Edmond; and Kelly Tuxhorn of 
Yukon; nieces and nephews Chase and 
Heather Fuller of Krum, Texas; Clint 
and Maren Fuller of Houston, Texas; 
Clay Fuller of Houston, Texas; great-
nephews Jack and Elliot Fuller: great-

From Page 18 Obits
niece Jaycee Fuller; aunts and uncles, 
Ed and Jeanette Fuller of Kingston, 
Oklahoma; Andy Tuxhorn of Parker, 
Texas; Max and Linda Tuxhorn of 
Hutchison, Kansas; Jane Roberts of 
Mobile, Alabama; Arthur and Donna 
Tuxhorn of Belle Plaine, Kansas; and 
Glennis Martt of Diamond, Missouri; 
sister-in-law Darla Nesmith and Mike 
of Elk City, special sisters Cheryl Ince 
of Fairview, Angie Arthur of Wewoka 
and Sharla Smith of Fairview; special 
nephew and niece, Sam and Gracie 
Arthur of Wewoka and a host of loved 
cousins and friends. 

Condolences may be made online 
at www.piercefuneralhomes.com. 
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According to the affidavits and petitions 
on file, the following individuals have been 
charged. An individual is innocent of any 
charges listed below until proven guilty in 
a court of law. All information is a matter 
of public record and may be obtained by 
anyone during regular hours at the Alfalfa 
County Courthouse. The Alva Review-
Courier will not intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If it appears in the 
courthouse public records, it will appear in 
this newspaper

Civil Filings
Tara Coble vs. Dakota Industries, 

LL and Stacy Stout: Breach of contract. 
($312.14)

Marriage License
Monte James Stebens and Justina M. 

Zimbelman, Helena: marriage license. 
($50)

Traffic Filings
Davion Isiah Walls, Weatherford, has 

been cited for operate vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license. ($304)

Larry Bryan Lacy, Spiro, has been cited 
for failure to yield from stop sign. ($249)

Lathan Alan Golden, Cherokee, has 
been cited for operating a motor vehicle at 
a speed not reasonable or proper. ($249)

Stacy Elizabeth Neeley, Mesa, Arizona, 
has been cited for speeding 15 mph over 
the speed limit. ($264)

Cole Lyle Young, Guthrie, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Davion Isiah Walls, Weatherford, has 
been cited for speeding 16-20 mph over 
the speed limit. ($279)

Katarina Nicole Roy, Nash, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Jason Doyle Herren, Blackwell, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Jeffery Schwerdtfeger, Capron, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Danial Ray Alford-Patterson, Skedee, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Nelson James Burnett, Edmond, has 
been cited for speeding 15 mph over the 

speed limit. ($264)
Paula S. Yaussi, Udall, Kansas, has 

been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Blaine Nathan Cornelus, Galena, 
Kansas, has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit. ($100)

Sean Scott Spoonts, Eureka, Kansas, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Ronald Jon Somers, Princeton, Texas, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Jessa K. Lynni, Enid, has been cited 
for speed 15 mph over the speed limit. 
($264)

Sandra Lillian Evans, Jet, has been 
cited for speeding 31-35 mph over the 
speed limit. ($399)

Nichole Renee Carrillo, Warr Acres, 
has been cited for speeding 26-30 mph 
over the speed limit. ($379)

The following individuals have been 
cited for not wearing seatbelt. ($20): 
Mark Edward Dickinson, Enid; Phillip 
Dean Patocka, II, Cherokee.

Alfalfa County court filings

Real Estate Transfers
Book 871 page 2: Melvin Eugene 

Dewitt Revocable Living Trust, unto 
Geraldine A. Dewitt Revocable Living 
Trust. The west 6 feet of lot 1 and all of 
lot 2, in block 4, in Holcomb Addition 
to the City of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 871 page 5: Owen J. Bellamy 
and Sarah Bellamy, unto Burlington Public 
School District I-001. Lots 1 through 
9, in block 42, township of Burlington, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 871 page 6: Melissa Patterson 
and James Patterson, Ryan Hoggard and 

LaDonna Hoggard and Aaron Hoggard 
and Lacy Hoggard, unto Carol Miller. Lots 
21 and 22, in block 30, Original Town of 
Cherokee, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 871 page 14: Aaron and Kandi 
Smith Trust, unto Ryan Clark. Lots 6 
through 12, block 9, in the Original Town 
of Burlington, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 871 page 227: John E. Walters 
and Kimberly L. Walters, unto Phyllis K. 
Keith. Lot 11, less the east 10 feet thereof, in 
block 1, Titus Third Addition to Cherokee. 
Warranty deed.

Book 871 page 229: Mark W. Smith 
and Cara L. Smith, unto Caleb Roberts. 
The south half of lot 5, and all of lot 6, 
block 18, in the Town of Byron, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 871 page 236: Lott Farms, Inc, 
unto The Larry R. Thorne Revocable Trust. 

Surface only in and to the northwest quarter 
of section 8, township 24, range 12, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.

Mortgages
Book 871 page 8: Carol Miller, to ACB 

Bank. Lots 21 and 22, in block 30, Original 
Town of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $20,000.00.

Book 871 page 15: Ryan Clark, to 
Broker Solution, Inc. Lots 6 through 
12, block 9, in the Original Town of 
Burlington, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Note: $155,200.00.

Book 871 page 200: Kelby T. Chase 
and Kelsey E. Chase, to ACB Bank. A tract 
of land located in the southeast quarter of 
section 2, township 25 north, range 12, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$158,400.00.

Book 871 page 215: Dale D. Parker, 
unto ACB Bank. A tract of land located 
in the northeast quarter of section 11, 
township 25 north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Note: $202,400.00.

Book 871 page 230: Caleb Roberts, 
to ACB Bank. The south half of lot 5, 
and all of lot 6, block 18, in the Town of 
Byron, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$52,000.00. 

Alfalfa County real estate transactions
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

For Sale
White layer ducks, 8 females 
and 6 males. Females are 
laying eggs. 580-829-2851

Business Services
Bollman Ag Seeking

wheat and fall crop acres. We 
run combines and supporting 
equipment. Locally 
owned and operated out of 
Manchester, OK. Call Jared 
Bollman 580-541-8214

Thank You
Alva Public Schools for the 
business and for letting me 
catch those historic images. 
They will still be available on 
my website, www.jonlinder.
net. They will be up all 
summer just in case you 
missed seeing them during 
the school year 2020-2021. 
You may contact me by phone 
or text at 580-327-0311. Have 
a great summer!

Honey B’s
Mowing, gardening, small 
tilling, housekeeping, house 
painting, honeydos & odd 
jobs. Gardening & carpentry 
experience. Call Bridgette 
580-231-3640

Mobile Home Park
Accepting Mobile Homes 
at K&P RV Park. 11th & 
Appalacha, Dacoma, OK. 
785-845-6686

Wanted
Wheat acres to harvest with 
two New Holland Combines 
with MacDon Headers. 
tractor & grain cart with crew 
to manage both big & small 
jobs. Call Sonny 785-569-
1548 or Jeremy 785-205-
9102

Employment
Looking for Work

I am a Alva High School 
student looking for babysitting 
or pet sitting work, yard work, 
farm work, house cleaning or 
any other odd jobs. Call me at 
580-430-1358

Garage Sales
Big Carport Sale

111 Choctaw, Alva. Fri 
3-6pm. Sat 8am-noon. Men 
jeans 42x30, ATV tire, ladder, 
lots of furniture, dog houses, 
kids books, toys, baby stuff, 
traps, size 7 Bog Muck boots, 
3 sewing machines, pickup 
bed trailer, 10 gal compressor, 
new shop air hose reel with 
hose, 70 amp arc welder, 
truck, new small movable 
chicken coop, deer stand. Lots 
and lots of stuff not listed
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Garage Sale
720 Apache Dr, Alva. Multi-
family sale. Baby and toddler, 
some furniture, lots of clothes. 
Sat. & Sun morning 8-?

414 Mimosa, Alva
June 11, 3pm-6pm. June 
12, 8am-noon. Collectibles, 
crochet, handstitched linens, 
household items, decor and 
more

Inside Sale
115 Cinnamon, Fri. 12-6, 
Sat. 8-12 - Multi-family sale, 
clothes infant to extra large, 
washer, dryer, household 
decor and more.

Car Port Sale
Sat., June 12 - 123 E. Barnes, 
8am-noon. Clothes, decor, 
antiques, and more!

Garage Sale
1712 Windsor Cove (across 
from Tech Center). Fri., June 
11th 2pm-7pm and Sat., June 
12 8am-1pm

Lawn Services
Lawn Care

Will do Lawn Mowing & 
Weed Eating. Cherokee & 
Alva area. 580-603-0589

Miscellaneous
Beets for Sale

Call 580-327-7370
Glow Golf Tournament

Fri, June 11. Most fun 
golf you will ever play! 
Proceeds designated 
for AGEF Mini Grants. 
Dollars directly to Alva 
classrooms.580-327-7630

 See Court Page 38

Criminal Filings
Joshua Paul Thompson 

has been charged with theft 
of property or services, value 
less than $1,500; and use/
possess with intent to use drug 
paraphernalia into the human 
body. 

Rayna Sunshine Weber has 
been charged with possession 
of marijuana.

William J. Whited has been 
charged with criminal threat; 
cause terror, evacuation or 
disruption.

William Neal Fussell has 
been charged with possession 
of opiate, opium, narcotic or 

certain stimulants and use/
possess with intent to use drug 
paraphernalia into the human 
body. 

Colby Sartain has been 
charged with flee or attempt to 
elude law enforcement officer 
by engaging in reckless driving; 
reckless driving; possession 
of marijuana; and maximum 
speed limits.

Michael Shane Giddeon has 
been charged with aggravated 
battery on law enforcement 
officer; great body to state/
county/city; interference with 

Barber County 
Court filings
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 146 page 191: Larry 

G. Ehresman and Elizabeth 
Ehresman, husband and wife, 
unto Thad B. Ehresman and 
Ashley L. McAllaster. Lots 25 
and 27 on First Avenue West 
in the Original Townsite of the 
City of Medicine Lodge. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 146 page 195: 
Equisetum, LLC, unto William 
Sanborn. Lots 83 and 84 and 
the north 13.75 feet of lot 85 on 
North Orchard Street, and the 
north half of lot 82 on Central 
Avenue, all in Orchard Park, a 
subdivision of Stolp’s Addition 
to the City of Medicine Lodge, 
Barber County, Kansas. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 146 page 199: Roger 
Smith and Mary Smith, unto 
Jeffrey James Mangus. Lots 
12 and the east half of the lot 
11, in block 148 in the Town 
Company’s Addition to the 
City of Kiowa, Barber County, 
Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 201: Kent 
P. Smith and Karen Sue Smith, 
unto Jeffery James Mangus. 
Lot 10 and west half of lot 
11, in block 148 in the Town 
Company’s Addition to the 
City of Kiowa, Barber County, 
Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 208: Dale 
Nusser and Brenda Nusser, 
husband and wife, unto Ronald 

D. Molts and Kristi L. Molts. 
The southwest quarter of section 
11, township 35 south, range 
12 west of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 210: Diel 
Properties Kansas, LLC, unto 
Roger Kent Nittler and Sandra 
C. Nittler. The north half of the 
southeast quarter and the south 
half of the northeast quarter of 
section 19, township 33 south, 
range 11 west of the 6th PM, 
Barber County, Kansas. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 146 page 212: William 
Mike Axtell and Richelle Axtell 
unto Andrew Lamar Burns and 
Tammy Hancock Burns. The 
north half of the northwest 
quarter of section 11, and 
all that part of the southwest 
quarter of section 2 lying south 
of the center of the Medicine 
River, all in township 31 south, 
range 15 west of the 6th PM. 
Joint tenancy warranty deed.

Book 146 page 213: Ruby 
M. Gieswein unto Kathryn 
Gutierrez. Lots 20 through 
23, in block 21 in Henton’s 
Addition to the City of Sharon. 
Quit claim deed.

Book 146 page 214: Eric J. 
Molts, unto Cody J. Moore. All 
of lot 7 and the west half of lot 8 
and all of lots 9, 10, 11 and 12 in 
block 89 in the City of Hardtner, 

Barber County real 
estate transactions

 See Estate Page 38
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

From Page 36 Court
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Barber County, Kansas. Warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 242 page 139: Ronald D. 

Molts Revocable Trust, to Farm Credit 
of Western Oklahoma. The southwest 
quarter of section 11, township 35 south, 
range 12 west of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Kansas. Note: $406,225.00.

Book 242 page 146: Roger Kent 
Nittler and Sandra C. Nittler, to High 
Plains Credit. The southwest quarter of 
section 11, township 35 south, range 
12 west of the 6th PM, Barber County, 
Kansas. Note: $250,000.00.

Book 242 page 152: Roger Kent 
Nittler and Sandra C. Nittler, to High 
Plains Credit. The north half of the 
southeast quarter and the south half 
of the northeast quarter of section 19, 
township 33 south, range 11 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$500,000.00.

Book 242 page 174: Cody J. Moore, 
to Community Bank. All of lot 7 and 
the west half of lot 8 and all of lots 9, 
10, 11 and 12 in block 89 in the City of 
Hardtner, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$24,000.00.

law enforcement officer; and cruelty 
to animals; knowingly kill or injury 
animal, 1st.

Jason Dean Courson has been 
charged with driving under the influence 
of drugs; third conviction.

Civil Filings
Housing Authority of Medicine 

Lodge vs. Landwehr Roofing LLC: 
other tort.

Limited Filings
Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 

and Physicians Clinic vs. Joshua D. 
Keller: debt collection.

Kiowa District Hospital vs. Montana 
M. McCullough: debt collection.

Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 
and Physicians Clinic vs. Brenda Pettit: 
debt collection.

Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 
and Physicians Clinic vs. Shandi Hall: 
debt collection.

America’s Drive-In Restaurants, 
LLC vs. ML-BDM, Inc: landlord/
tenants-unlawful detainer.

Pratt Regional Medical Center vs. 
Darci J. Velasquez Heckman: debt 
collection.

Domestic Filings
Kelvin Harris vs. Matthew R. 

Ratzlaff: protection from abuse.
Kathryn Gutierrez vs. Saul Gutierrez: 

marriage dissolution/divorce.
Tabatha Dawn Mitchell vs. Clayton 

Dorsey: protection from abuse.
Traffic Filings

Madison Paige Brasher has been 
cited for maximum speed limits. ($195)

Andrew Kristofer Cornejo has been 
cited for maximum speed limits. ($183)

Mattison Lee Hopkins has been cited 
for maximum speed limits. ($171)

Jane L. Honey Stern has been cited 
for maximum speed limits. ($177)
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supplies for students who need help learning English. The state 
provides limited funding for this purpose. Argo said he expects the 
number of students in this classification to decrease from 58 to 47. 

Temporary appropriations for the next school year were 
approved. These are estimated numbers based on 90 percent of 
expected income. Argo said the 20-21 year was about $16 million 
while the 21-22 amount is $14 million. He said an increase is 
anticipated in the building fund, but child nutrition will remain 
virtually the same.

The board approved allowing the First Baptist Church to use a 
school bus to transport youth to and from Oklahoma City on July 
1 and two buses during July 19-24 to transport youth to and from 
Falls Creek in Davis. The church will provide licensed certified 
bus drivers, fuel and a certificate of insurance.

A lease agreement with Midwest Bus Sales for five 
71-passenger buses was approved. The lease is renewable each 
year for three years beginning July 1, 2021. Argo said the new 
leases will cost $8,000 than before. Board member Karen Koehn 
asked if this was the same company they’ve used previously. Argo 
said the school had been using Ross Transportation, but they could 
not accommodate Alva this year. He said it’s a matter of having a 
demand but the supply is not there.

The meeting ended with an executive session for the ongoing 
evaluation of the superintendent.

A video of the meeting may be viewed at www.
AlvaReviewCourier.com.

From Page 6 Smith
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