
Hardtner calls off 
Fourth of July  

celebration this year



June 16, 2021 Page 2Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

The Alva Review-Courier / Newsgram
is published Wednesday by
Martin Broadcasting Corp.

620 Choctaw St.
Alva, Oklahoma 73717

Marione Martin, President
Telephone Numbers:

Alva Review-Courier 580-327-2200
Newsgram 580-327-1510

FAX 580-327-2454
www.alvareviewcourier.com

E-Mail: manager @alvareviewcourier.net
news@alvareviewcourier.net

Entire Contents Copyright 2020

By Yvonne Miller
Following the annual meeting, 

the Kiowa District Hospital Board 
met for their regular monthly meeting 
May 25 at the Community Building. 
Board President Pat Myers called the 
meeting to order with all members 
present: Marcia Cantrell, Jeff Miller, 
Jim Parker. KDH CEO/CFO Janell 
Goodno also sat at the board table. 
Other  KDH personnel attending were: 
Dr. Paul Wilhelm, Business Office 
Manager Tara Girty; Hospital DON 
Robyn Whitaker; Quality Manager/
Interim DON Brandy McKitrick; Rural 
Health Clinic Manager Lacey Volker; 
Comptroller Shannon Canaday; Friends 
of the Hospital and Manor Foundation 
President Judy Schrock; members of 
the public and Matt Morris from BKD.

At the annual meeting board member 
Miller’s position was up for reelection. 
Robert Armbruster nominated Jeff 
Miller and moved that nominations 
cease; Judy Schrock seconded; 
motion carried. There being no further 
nominations, Miller was elected by 
acclamation to another three year term. 
The board voted to keep their offices 
the same: Myers, president; Miller, VP; 
Parker, secretary; Simpson, treasurer; 
Cantrell, member-at-large. 

Auditor Matt Morris, a CPA with 
BKD who is the auditing firm for KDH, 
spoke at the regular meeting as he did 
at the annual meeting. He explained 
the audit is still in draft form until the 
government finalizes reporting on the 
CARES funds. Morris reported it was 

“a good clean audit.” He said because 
KDH had a USDA loan for the addition, 
a single (special) audit is required. 

Morris told the board he discussed 
significant issues with administrators 
and management regarding (COVID, 
CARES, and the Payment Protection 
Plan (PPP) from federal money due to 
pandemic funds.) He said that because 
of the small business office with a small 
staff, it’s hard to separate all duties. He 
found “no material weaknesses.”

Cash is up due to CARES money, 
etc., Morris said. Capital assets were 
up $1.2 million and liabilities were up 
$1.8 million. KDH long term debt is 
$2.3 million.

Morris noted that in 2020 bad debt 
was $238,000 compared to $99,000 
in 2019. Salaries were increased, 
purchased services were down due to 
the exit of Cohesive (the management 
company contracted for a while by 
KDH).

KDH had an operating loss up 
about $1 million, but was offset by PPP 
money.

The hospital and manor foundation 
improved their assets from $238,000 to 
$630,000, due in part to the large Ben 
Steinmetz Foundation. Schrock said 
the Steinmetz gift of $330,000 is the 
largest the hospital foundation has ever 
received. 

Schrock said the hospital foundation 
was able to give $526,035.44 to the 
hospital for the new Wellness and 
Therapy Addition. The spacious new 
physical therapy gym is named the Ben 

Steinmetz Rehabilitation Gym.
The Kirkpatrick family from the 

Amorita area, Robert and Sis, made a 
generous donation in memory of their 
parents Wallace and Betty. The large 
conference room in the new addition 
is named after them, the Kirkpatrick 
Conference Room. 

KDH was able to purchase almost 
$1.8 million in capital purchases 
equipment with CARES funds.
Financial and Statistical Reports for 

Hospital and Manor
At the direction of Goodno, Canaday 

presented the hospital financial and 
statistical information to the board. 
April was a busy month at the hospital. 
Admissions were 27 for a total days of 
acute care and swingbed at 116. Of that 
total, 59 days were swingbed.          

Total outpatient visits were 778 
which is the highest of the year so 
far. Of those visits, 106 were physical 
therapy in the new addition. Strong 
Mind visits totaled four. X-ray totaled 
71. There were 45 ER visits and 40 
CT scans. The lab had 410 visits, the 
highest of the year, and ran 5,521 tests. 

The hospital showed a financial 
gain of $161,610. That was derived 
from the following information. Total 
gross patient revenue, $585,666; total 
contractual adjustments, $85,981; 
340B discount drug program, $18,541; 
for total operating revenue of $690,188.

For operating expenses, Canaday 
said utilities were up $4252; repairs and 

Kiowa Hospital Board gets good audit, has 
improved finances with COVID-related money
Working toward providing Daycare, seeking director; Aug. 14 “Jeans and Gems” 
Foundation fundraising auction and dinner, Dueling Pianos; Miller retains board seat

 See Hospital Page 42
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Do we need a negative leap second?
By Marione Martin

I never thought I’d enjoy a magazine 
called Popular Mechanics, but I 

subscribed because 
I could pass it on to 
my son-in-law and 
grandson. However, 
I’ve become a fan. 
Not only do they have 
some good articles on 
tool innovations, but 
they also write about 
unexpected topics.

The May-June 
issue includes an article titled “The Case 
for the 59-Second Minute and Why It 
Could Wreck Us.” We know each day is 
86,400 seconds long, except it really isn’t. 
That number is only an average.

The Earth’s rate of rotation is in 
constant flux. After 2020 clocked some 
of the fastest days on record since 1960, 
scientists are considering subtracting a 
second from an upcoming calendar with 
a 59-second minute, or negative leap 
second, to align our UTC (the Coordinated 
Universal Time, used to set clocks around 
the world) with the time set by the rotation 
of the Earth (UTI).

In 1971, the International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU) set a 
standard that the UTC would never be 
more than 0.9 seconds ahead or behind 
UTI, says Demetrios Matsaki, chief 
scientist at Masterclock, and former chief 
scientist for time services at the U.S. 
Naval Observatory.

“Since we can’t change the rotation 
of the Earth, we change what time it is 
by adding leap seconds,” says James L. 
Davis, Ph.D., a geodesist (someone who 
monitors the Earth’s position).

The UTI has added 27 leap seconds 
since 1972 to account for years when the 
Earth’s rotational speed slowed overall. 
But 2020’s increased rate of rotation 
produced a faster year – clocking 28 
days faster than the previous fastest day 
ever recorded. The trend appears to be 
continuing in 2021.

Introducing a negative leap second 
could have unintended consequences, 
disrupting servers and operating systems 
like a mini Y2K. Most programming 
languages use rudimentary timekeeping 
based on primitive clock hardware inside 
the computer. To keep track of “real time,” 
computers must ping global timekeeping 
servers for tiny corrections instead of 

entire seconds.
Regular leap seconds already 

create headaches as many computer 
programmers are unable to program 
around the extra second.

Then there are GPS signals, which 
measure location and time and move at the 
speed of light. “An error of a nanosecond 
(one-billionth of a second) translates to a 
foot of error. So if you’re off by a second 
when you’re analyzing GPS, you’ll be 
way off target,” says Davis.

The decision will be up to the 
International Earth Rotation and 
Reference Systems Service (IERS), which 
maintains global time.

Odds and Ends
The above title reminds me of the story 

about a psychiatrist and a proctologist 
who decided to open an office together. 
As you can imagine, their friends had a lot 
of inventive ideas for naming the office.  
They finally settled on Odds and Ends.

I attend a number of meetings in 
Alva, and sometimes the conversations 
before and after the meetings prove more 
interesting than the actual meeting content. 
Commissioner David Hamil reported a 
resident killed a young rattlesnake in a 
yard on one of the northernmost streets in 
Alva. 

Someone else told about surprising 
a non-poisonous snake crawling along 
the wooden trim when he opened his 
front door. Later the snake dropped to 
the ground and crawled into an opening 
between his siding and the concrete. He 
retaliated. He blasted hornet spray in the 
hole, and the snake shot out to disappear 
in some weeds. He hasn’t seen it since.

Then there was the newspaper 
employee who found her cat playing with 
a young snake, also not poisonous. She 
had a difficult time coaxing her feline 
away from the new toy.

Just remember when you head out 
for summer fun, there are various critters 
lurking around. It’s not only ticks and 
mosquitoes you need to think about.

At another meeting I learned of 
someone who tested positive for 
Covid-19. Exposure was suspected to 
have come from travel to out of town 
ballgames. This area has been fortunate 
in having very few positive cases, but 
travel to other areas can carry some risks. 

I heard recently that just over 40 
percent of Oklahomans in the age 
groups eligible for the vaccine have 

been vaccinated against Covid-19. That 
percentage is probably higher for the 
60 and older group. The Alva Public 
Schools are holding a vaccination clinic 
for students, staff and their families soon. 
Check their Facebook page. Students 
and staff who are vaccinated won’t be 
required to quarantine if exposed to 
Covid.

Although the number of Covid cases 
has been low locally, Alva saw a spike 
on last week’s report. That’s probably 
attributable to the 17 cases reported at 
Bill Johnson Correctional Center (BJCC) 
in Alva. On Tuesday, BJCC had only 
one positive case although 146 were in 
quarantine. The Oklahoma Department 
of Corrections reported zero cases at all 
other prisons in the state.

The Oklahoma State Department 
of Health has reduced their updates 
on positive cases to once a week on 
Wednesday. In the June 9 report, Alfalfa, 
Major and Harper counties had no 
positive cases. Woodward County had 
one. Woods County had 12, all in Alva; 
this was probably due to the numbers at 
BJCC.

Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University reported zero cases of Covid 
on any of their three campuses as of June 
11. They update that report on Fridays.

And finally, Alva needs a locksmith. 
We really miss Merlin Overton who 
passed away last fall. My granddaughter 
was unaware of his passing and thought 
of him when she locked her keys in her 
house. She was moving into a new rental 
on a weekend and had only one key. 
Since then she’s made several copies to 
distribute to family and friends.

We also had the pizza problem at 
the newspaper. On Tuesday nights, we 
feed the Newsgram crew to keep them 
coming back. It’s not easy to get people 
to work a few hours at night once a week. 
Last week, an employee picked up some 
ordered pizzas, brought them to our 
building and then locked her keys in the 
car, along with the pizzas. 

At least three other employees 
strategized, trying the coat hanger method, 
but the pizzas stayed out of reach. Finally 
someone called law enforcement. Usually 
I think of them responding when there’s 
a real emergency like a child locked in a 
car. However, an officer took pity on our 
hungry crew and successfully broke into 
the car. We really appreciate his kindness!
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 See Waynoka Page 47

By Kathleen Lourde
Waynoka’s school year ended 

with awards assemblies and a mix of 
excitement for summer and sadness at 
leaving friends and trusted teachers, 
Elementary Principal Patricia Burrow 
told the Waynoka Board of Education 
at its regular meeting Monday.

“The teachers and staff worked 
extremely hard to make this past year 
successful and the end product was 
nothing less than excellent,” she said. 
“We will miss Mrs. Bixler, Mrs. Hofen 
and Mrs. Terrel, but wish them the 
best!”

Summer camp has begun. Twenty-
two students will enter first through 
third grades and 21 students entering 
fourth through sixth grades are enrolled 
in this summer’s project-based STEM 
camp. Last week students examined 
air, making balloon cars that modeled 
Newton’s Third Law of Motion, 
concocting different bubble solutions 
to test in multiple experiments, and 
staging a battle between individually 
made stomp rockets. The week ended 
with a field trip to the Stafford Air and 
Space Museum in Weatherford, she 
said. This week’s “big idea” is water, 
and next week it will be sun.
Superintendent Warns of Downward 

Trend in Revenue
Although some of the tax 

protest collections are coming in, 
Superintendent Scott Cline warned the 

board of what appears to be a downward 
trend in revenue.

Expenditures are about the same as 
last year at this point, Cline said, and 
the general fund is a little higher than 
last year at this time because some of 
the tax protests have been settled, “but 
we still have under-collected $846,000 
on the year,” he said.

“One thing of note: the county 
assessor’s office settled with Mach for 
fiscal years 2018-20,” he said. “We 
did take a pretty decent hit there.” 
The school’s assessed value had been 
$352,000; the new assessed value is 
$198,000. “So it’s a 43% reduction,” 
Cline said, “the reason for that being 
that they have determined that the gas 
lift compressors are gross production 
and they cannot assess them the way 
they’ve been assessing them. So those 
fell off the rolls, bringing that assessed 
value down. 

“The trend is not very good for us. If 
you remember, we settled with OneOK, 
Panhandle and Glass Mountain, and 
those averaged anywhere from a 33% 
reduction to a 67% reduction. So 
everything seems to be going down for 
us, so that’s not a very good sign.”

However, the child nutrition fund 
is doing well. “Looking at our child 
nutrition fund, as you can see in there 
we’ve spent less but that’s all due to 
how many kids are eating. Now, we 
are doing some summer programs, 

so in June we will probably see more 
expenditures than typical because we’re 
normally shut down by now, but we’re 
doing a summer food program. Overall, 
we’ve lost $7,000 in that program, 
which is a lot better than typically have 
been.”

The daycare program is down 
$62,000, so that program will be 
examined for improvements, Cline said. 

An opportunity for saving a little 
money came up later in the meeting 
when Cline told the board about his 
sending the worker’s compensation 
contract re-bid. The worker’s comp 
contract with OSAG had a renewal 
cost of $15,111, which seemed high 
to Cline, so he had the contract re-bid 
through BancFirst. 

“The cheapest was $10,448 through 
our agent at BancFirst. OSAG came in 
at $7,941 this year, so almost cut it in 
half. So that’s where I come to you guys 
to give me advice on how to proceed. I 
mean, the thing I can’t wrap my mind 
around is if they could have been that 
cheap all along then why are we just 
now getting that?” Cline looked at past 
years and saw that the school has been 
paying considerably more than $8,000 
for the past five years.

Although the board members 
appeared to find the situation a bit 
annoying as well, after discussion the 
board voted to go with the lowest bid 
anyway and voted to award the contract 
to OSAG.

Other Board Business
Cline has received three 

resignations: special education teacher 
Sharee Madsen, who has moved on to 
another school; and support staff Rachel 
Watson and Gail Nickelson. Later, the 
board voted to re-employ support staff, 
including moving Amy Ferguson from 
part-time to full-time.

The school board approved leasing 
school-owned houses to Chad Bocker, 
Tanner Allen and Isaac Sanders; and 
approved qualifying students and 
sponsors to attend the FCCLA National 
Leadership Conference June 27 – July 
2 in Nashville.

Waynoka Schools’ summer camps, 
summer food program get going
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By Yvonne Miller
Two board members were absent 

when South Barber Board of Education 
President Mark Pollock called the June 
meeting to order Monday evening. 
Members present were: Bryan Quick, 
Deb Helfrich, Mike Miller and Emily 
Lohmann. Absent were Jenna Mostert 
and Ryan Molz. Superintendent Dr. 
Mylo Miller and Board Clerk Julie 
Johnson also sat at the board table. 
Elementary Assistant Principal Kaynette 
Scheck also attended. 

After nearly an hour in executive 
session in the middle of the meeting, the 
board took action on many agenda items. 

The board approved the Teacher 
Negotiated Agreement for the academic 
year 2021-22. It calls for a base rate of 
$39,000; an increase in health insurance 
of six percent; the addition of a stipend 
for an assistant forensics coach the same 
as an assistant track coach. 

Pam Malone taught computers and 
business for five years at South Barber. 
She submitted her resignation which 
was accepted by the board. She’ll be 
teaching business and computers at 
Northwest Technology in Alva.  

Terri Burke was approved as the 
new daycare director at South Barber. 
Dr. Miller said she has 20 years 
experience as director at a large daycare 
in Louisiana. She worked at South 
Barber this past year as a para educator 
in Morgan Donaldson’s first-grade class. 
She was employed by the South Central 
Kansas Special Education Cooperative 
(SCKSEC). 

The superintendent said the new 
daycare going into the new multi-
purpose building/storm shelter will most 
likely open in early August. 

Sharee Madsen received board 
approval as a certified Business and 
Computer Applications teacher. She 
replaces Malone.  Dr. Miller said Madsen 
has 20 years experience in education 
in both Kansas and Oklahoma. Her 
experience includes both public school 
and career and technology education. 

Her husband works for Cargill 
at Waynoka, according to the 
superintendent, who said Madsen has 
been substitute teaching there for special 
education this past school year.  

Jillian Devries was hired by the 
board to teach social studies at South 

South Barber School Board 
hires daycare director and
several others, Malone resigns 
Teacher/board negotiations approved Barber. She is a graduate of Georgetown 

University. She’s been the head softball 
coach at NWOSU the last 5 years. She 
and her husband reside in Alva with their 
1-year-old daughter. 

Brenda Stricker of Kiowa was hired 
as a full-time custodian. She has held a 
secretary position at Burlington Public 
School. 

The board approved payment 
of monthly expenditures that total 
$603,864.14.

The school board plans their final 
meeting of the fiscal year on June 24 at 
7:30 a.m. 

Grade 7-12 Principal Shaffer was 
not present but left his report that had 
the following handbook and graduation 
requirement changes:

• Beginning Class of 2022 – Service 
Learning (hours requirement: 10 first 
year, eventually will be 50 total hours by 
Class of 2025)

• Requirements to take a Work Study 
– Grades: minimum GPA of 2.0, no 
more than five incidental absences the 
previous semester, no discipline issues 
the previous semester, and passed all 
classes the previous semester (be on 
track with credits to graduate) 

• ONLY juniors/seniors at Prom. 
Sophomores/freshmen by invite or by 
serving at Prom. 

• No shorts from Daylight Savings 
Time ending (Nov. 7) until March 1, 
2022.
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Obituaries
KENDRA BETH HADA

Kendra Beth Hada, daughter of Jea-
nette (Storie) and Dudley Brown, was 

born November 29, 
1957, in Lubbock, 
Texas. At the age of 
63, she was called 
home by her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ 
on June 11, 2021, 
with the love of her 
life, Alan Hada, by 
her side. 

Kendra’s life in Alva began in 1970 
where she started seventh grade at Alva 
Junior High. On March 6, 1976, she mar-
ried her high school sweetheart Gilbert 
Alan Hada at the College Hill Church of 
Christ. She then graduated with the Class 
of 1976 from Alva Senior High School. 
To their marriage two boys were born: 
James and Travis. 

Later in life, Kendra graduated from 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
in 1993 with a BSN Nursing degree. She 
was the No. 1 student in her class, and 
graduated with highest honors. She also 
received the Summa Cum Laude award. 
Kendra began her medical career as an 
RN at Share Medical Center. She also 
worked at Share Home Health. Because 
of her compassionate nature, and dedica-
tion she was chosen from the nursing staff 
to serve at the Oklahoma City bombing 
to help care for people. Kendra was also 
a nurse at BJCC. She retired from Share 
Home Health in September 2012. 

Kendra was blessed and became a 
“Nonnie” on April 28, 2015. Being a 
Nonnie was a dream come true. Kendra 
and Alan moved to Muskogee, Oklaho-
ma, to be near their grandchild, Marlah 
Faith Hada. Kendra enjoyed spending 
time with her family, reading, gardening 

and bird watching. 
Kendra was preceded in death by 

Baby Girl Hada on October 11, 1977, her 
dad James Dudley Brown on January 21, 
2002, her mother Sarah Jeanette Brown on 
March 2, 2004, her sister Tyla Jill Brown 
on September 10, 2015, and her grandson 
Cole Alan Hada on March 29, 2013. 

Kendra is survived by her husband 
Alan; two sons: James and Travis and his 
wife Janessa; two grandchildren: Kiarra 
and Mariah; two sisters: Resa Harris and 
husband Patrick, Rona Badley and hus-
band Steve; mother-in-law Arlene Hada; 
two brothers-in-law: Terry and Jerry 
Hada; three nephews: Jared Johnson and 
wife Amanda, Landon Johnson and wife 
Kieara, and Timothy Harris; one niece 
Emily Harris; three great nieces: Keagen, 
Evie, and Ellie Johnson; and a host of 
many other family members and many 
friends. 

True Love Never Ends Services will 
be held at 2 pm, Saturday, June 19, 2021, 
at the Chandler Road Church of Christ 
in Muskogee. Inurnment will follow at 
Greenhill Cemetery in Muskogee under 
the direction of Lescher-Millsap Funeral 
Home. 

Condolences can be sent to: Alan 
Hada, 606 Foltz Lane, Muskogee, OK, 
74403. 

MELVIN WAYNE JOY
Melvin Wayne Joy, 87, retired mid-

dle school teacher, was born January 23, 
1933, in Amorita, 
Oklahoma, to John 
Joy and Alma (Hoff) 
Joy and passed away 
Saturday, December 
12, 2020, at Parkside 
Homes in Hillsboro, 
Kansas.

Melvin is sur-
vived by his son 

Danny Joy (Toni Pankin) of Corvallis, 
Oregon; daughter Lori Harding (Martin) 
of Wichita, Kansas; grandchildren Beth-
any (Charles) Prevedelli of Wheatland, 
California, Matthew Joy of Corvallis, Or-
egon, Andrew Harding of Wichita, Kan-
sas, Kendall Joy of Corvallis, Oregon and 
Carrie Harding of Wichita, Kansas; great 
grandchildren Charles and Ava Prevedelli 
of Wheatland, California. 

Mevin was predeceased by his wife 
Donna Dorene (Benningfield) Joy 2019; 

brother Keith Joy and parents Alma (Hoff) 
and John Joy.

Celebration of Life Service will be 
Saturday, June 19, 2021, at 11 a.m. at 
Durham Baptist Church, Durham, Kan-
sas. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Durham First Baptist Church, in care of 
Jost Funeral Home, P.O. Box 266, Hills-
boro, Kansas 67063. 

Online condolences may be made at 
www.jostfuneralhome.com.

GORDON HALL VOSS
Gordon Hall Voss was born December 

3, 1939, to Emerson and Bernice Zrust 
Voss and passed away 
June 3, 2021. 

Gordon attended 
Goltry Public Schools 
graduating in 1958. 
In 1964 he graduated 
from Oklahoma State 
University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. 

In 1967 Gordon 
and Jan Tyner were married and were 
blessed with two sons, Ty (Tracy) and Dru 
(Sandie). 

His grandchildren are Katie, Austin, 
and Jack and he has one great grandchild, 
Ari. 

Gordon invested his intellect and time 
in others and was rewarded with their 
respect regarding his ability to diagnose 
and cure. He expected his boys, Ty, Dru, 
and nephew, Jake, to meet a standard that 
was uniquely his. Gordon’s intellectual 
curiosity heightened his amazement 
concerning medicine, human nature, 
science and discovery, and he poignantly 
recounted events surrounding these 
subjects. He felt he had been given much 
(family and friends), and his most-often-
used response to those needing any kind of 
help was “I’ll be right there,” and he was. 

Gordon was preceded in death by his 
two brothers, Gary and Henry.

Celebration of Life Service for Gordon 
Voss of Goltry, Doctor of Veterinary 
Medicine, will be Friday, June 18, 2021, 
at 10:30 a.m. at Goltry Gym adjacent to 
Goltry City Office. Arrangements are by 
Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of Helena. 
Online condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.

Memorials may be given to OSU 
College of Veterinary Medicine through 
the funeral home. 
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Dale and Vicki Logsdon of Alva, 
Oklahoma, announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Alyssa Logsdon, to 
Josh Mize, son of Troy and Kelli Mize 
of Yukon, Oklahoma. 

Alyssa is a 2006 graduate of 
Alva High School, 2010 graduate 
of Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University, and a 2015 graduate of 
the University of Oklahoma College 
of Medicine where she earned her 
medical degree. She is currently a 
neuroradiology fellow at Barrow 
Neurological Institute in Phoenix, 
Arizona. After completion in June 
2021, she will return to Oklahoma City 
to begin her career as a radiologist. 

Josh is a 2007 graduate of Edmond 
Memorial High School and a 2011 
graduate of the University of Central 
Oklahoma where he earned his B.S. in 
Criminal Justice. He currently works as 
a patrol sergeant in the Oklahoma City 
metro area. 

The couple will be married in 
October 2021 in Oklahoma City. 

Logsdon —
Mize announce 
engagement

Alyssa Logsdon and Josh Mize

Joe Hadwiger of Cherokee, 
Oklahoma, was honored as the 2021 
Producer of the Year, a title sponsored 
by Livingston Machinery Company 
and supported by Manitou Group. As 
the winner of the prestigious award, 
Hadwiger received a new Manitou 840 
telehandler with attachments for free 
for one year.

The Producer of the Year contest 
was created to recognize outstanding 
agricultural leaders with extensive 
history in the farming industry. 
After being nominated by his peers, 
undergoing a committee-selection 
process to identify the top three 
finalists, Hadwiger then conducted a 
video interview to share more about 
his farming operation. Videos of all 
finalists were posted online and voted 
on by the public to secure the title of 
2021 Producer of the Year.

“I want to be able to pass along a 
productive and profitable farm to my 
children and grandchildren. I hope 
they’re as fortunate as I am and love 
their job, and that’s one of the things 
about farming is you have to love it,” 
said Hadwiger. Amongst family, friends 
and numerous community members, 
Joe was presented the new Manitou 
telescopic forklift by Livingston 
Machinery and Manitou Group 

Joe Hadwiger 
honored as Producer 
of the Year 2021

representatives on May 17, 2021.
Beyond the use of the telehandler 

for the year, Hadwiger will be rewarded 
numerous benefits throughout his reign 
as Producer of the Year. From being 
featured in advertising campaigns to 
being prominent guests at exclusive 
events, the title will be honored in 
countless ways by both Livingston 
Machinery and Manitou Group. 
Additionally, Hadwiger will play an 
integral role in the 2022 awards process.

To learn more about the program, 
nominate others for future awards or to 
view interviews such as Joe Hadwiger’s, 
visit www.LMChonorsAG.com.
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By Yvonne Miller 
“A friend of mine said he is willing 

to put up a lot of money to help clean up 
eyesore properties around Kiowa,” Jeff 
Bryan, local businessman said. Bryan 
said that person who wishes to remain 
anonymous, and hopefully some other 
residents who want to help beautify their 
town will join the City of Kiowa in this 
effort.

Bryan said they’ve worked out a plan 
to have the community donors pay one-
third of the cost; the City of Kiowa pay 
one-third of the cost; and the owners of 
the eyesore properties pay one-third of 
the cost. Bryan said there is an incentive 
for the owners of the eyesore properties 
to help.

“I’ve been up and down the streets. 
We’ve identified 49 properties that need 
to come down,” Bryan said.

He explained they’ve split the city into 
four sections and will do in four stages. 
The properties are 80 percent residential 

and 20 percent commercial. 
“It’s going to be clean,” Bryan 

assured. He said local businessman Eric 
Molz who has Gorilla Construction will 
supply his equipment and “give us a good 
deal.”

Bryan anticipates the project taking 
approximately two years and beginning 
this November. “Or sooner depending on 
the amount of funds raised.” 

“God opened a door and got the 
old hospital property deeded to the city 
this week. The owner was stripping the 
building and was taking the copper to 
sell. The building was in serious disrepair 
when we got it,” Bryan said. The 
basement was filled with water for a long 
time besides numerous other problems. 
The old hospital property will be the first 
on the list to destroy.

Bryan plans to have his employees 
at the vehicle dealership help with 
the demolition. “I’m just a concerned 
citizen. I’m donating my time and effort 

at no cost,” Bryan said and added that 
he is chairman of Kiowa’s Economic 
Development.

“My focus is on getting things for the 
City of Kiowa. We’ve got to clean it up. 
We need money now. I’m 

worried about kids  and their safety,” 
Bryan said. He got no trespassing signs, 
mowed and more for safety purposes. 

He said if people want to learn more 
about the project or donate to it, they can 
drop by his office or the city office.  Make 
your check to the City of Kiowa and write 
Kiowa cleanup in the memo section. 

“Kiowa’s City Administrator Sam 
Demel is behind us 110 percent and is 
willing to help anyway he can. We need 
to make sure everyone knows what a 
jewel he is,” Bryan said. 

“We’re asking for people to donate 
their time, effort and money. My office is 
open all the time if they want to come ask 
about it,” Bryan said. “This will instill 
pride in the community. We’re here to 
help, not to condemn. I guarantee I am 
here to help.”

Bryan leads ‘clean up Kiowa 
crusade’ – asks for your help
Goal is to rid the town of eyesore properties

By Stacy Sanborn
Commissioners in Alfalfa County 

had a lot of six-month bids to open 
at their meeting Monday morning. 
Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague and Mike 
Roach each had a letter opener for the 
large stack of proposals. The trio made 
sure each one was filled out correctly 
and notarized. Finally, they accepted 
them all but voted to start awarding 
them next week.

They approved to pay the 
Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, 
Food, and Forestry Wildlife Services 
Division’s invoice and signed the 
cooperative agreement between that 
entity and Alfalfa County Board of 
Commissioners. Sarah Wagner was 
removed as requisitioning officer, and 
Jo Thompson was added as receiving 
officer for the sheriff’s office. Then Tony 

Gates was removed as requisitioning 
officer, and Michael Hess was added 
as a receiving officer for the county’s 
District 1. 

A couple of private property access 
easements received signatures next. 
One was for the SW ¼ of 5-24-11 of 
District 3 to remove trees and dirt from 
the right-of-way and place on farmer’s 
land. The other for the same reason, 
same district, at NW¼ of 21-25-9. 

Commissioners signed the 
interlocal governmental agreements 
between the County and each of its 
towns’ schools, followed by signing the 
lease agreement for the Pitney Bowes 
machine (NASPO ValuePoint FMV) 
used in the treasurer’s office. After 
that, they made an error correction for 
May’s Election Board appropriations, 
resulting in the transfer of $140 from 

M&O 0001-1-2200- 2005 to Part-Time 
0001-1-2200-1130. 

Lastly, the three men discussed 
modifying the county employees’ 
handbook (page 31) on verbiage 
regarding insurance coverage for 
those with critical health conditions. 
This item will appear on the agenda 
next week to be voted on. Earlier in 
the meeting, commissioners approved 
maintenance and operation payment 
warrants, blanket purchase orders, and 
the Court Clerk Records Management 
and Preservation Monthly Report.

Alfalfa County commissioners 
open six-month bids 
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By Yvonne Miller 
At the South Barber Board of 

Education June meeting Monday night, 
Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller bragged 
on three students who were fifth graders 
last school year. Each of them earned a 
perfect score on the 5th Grade Science 
and Mathematics Assessment Program 
Spring State Testing. Their fifth-grade 

teacher was Krista Pollock.
Assistant Elementary Principal 

Kaynette Scheck said how proud she 
is of these students whom she taught as 
fourth graders.  

The students are Farrah Fossoh, 
Adrienne Simpson and Steele Smith. 

Fossoh scored the maximum of 
380 on both the math and science 

tests and scored “really well” on the 
English test. This made her the only 
student with a Level 4 score on all state 
assessments. Fossoh aspires to be either 
a neurosurgeon or president. She is the 
daughter of Kristina Fossoh. 

Adrienne Simpson earned a perfect 
score on the math assessment with a 
score of 380. She is the daughter of 
Melissa Simpson and Shawn Simpson. 

Steele Smith also made a perfect 
score on the math assessment with a 
score of 380. He is the son of J.D. Smith 
and Lana Smith. 

South Barber fifth grader Steele Smith 
earned a perfect score on the 5th Grade 
Science and Mathematics Assessment 
Program Spring State Testing. He’s 
with his beloved dogs KC and Panda.

South Barber fifth grader Adrienne 
Simpson earned a perfect score on the 
5th Grade Science and Mathematics 
Assessment Program Spring State 
Testing.

South Barber fifth grader Farrah Fos-
soh earned two perfect scores on the 
5th Grade Science and Mathematics 
Assessment Program Spring State 
Testing.

Three South Barber 5th graders make 
perfect scores on state assessments

Don’t Lock
Me In

The
Car!
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By Yvonne Miller 
If your Fourth of July tradition 

is to go to Hardtner, Kansas, for the 
parade to enjoy the swimming pool 
have a pit BBQ sandwich and watch 
the fireworks extravaganza explode 
over the old Achenbach hospital 
lawn, it’s time to make other plans.

For 62 years, the tiny town of 
Hardtner has held a day-long Fourth 
of July celebration. At a Chamber 
of Commerce meeting Friday, 
they voted 14-6 to stop having the 
event. Hardtner’s City Council met 
Wednesday. Friends of the Pool, a 
group that wants to try and reopen 
the nearly Olympic-size swimming 
pool, attended. The council has said 
no for multiple reasons. Hardtner 
Mayor Durwin Wolgamott said the 
pool needs major cost-prohibitive 
repairs.

“The city doesn’t have the money 
to rehab it,” Wolgamott said. “The 
pool has had so many bandaids.” 
He said concrete would have to be 
broken to fix the pipes that were last 
replaced in about 1985. Concrete 
replacement is expensive. “Declining 
population and escalating cost is the 
problem. And even finding help. It 
boils down to the American dollar,” 
Wolgamott said. He complimented 
Lisa Woods on her efforts to lead 
Friends of the Pool.

Woods told the Newsgram the 
Friends of the Pool are looking into 
grants and different non-profits 

for funding assistance. The group 
is working with the city toward 
appropriate methods of resolution. 
Watch for more details on their 
efforts next week in the Newsgram.

Not having the pool open is 
another reason the chamber voted to 
cancel the Fourth of July activities. 
In the July heat the pool was always 
a huge drawing card

Sam Sterling told the Newsgram, 
“John Cook and I were talking. Our 
dads started Hardtner’s Fourth of 
July celebration. They did it for 20 
years. We’ve done it 40 years. We 
felt it was time for a change.”

Sterling said, “We want to 
refocus for the future. Our tradition 
is changing.” They are considering 
a fireworks show and celebration to 
honor veterans next Memorial Day 
weekend on that Saturday. 

When Hardtner started their 
fireworks show, they drew in a sizable 
crowd from area towns. Now many 
towns have their own aerial displays. 
Sterling said, “Please stay home and 
enjoy your town’s fireworks.”

Syd Sterling said with her voice 
cracking, “I’m sad. I was born the first 
year we had the celebration in 1958. 
My mom was pregnant with me. The 
ladies wore long dresses and sliced 
homegrown tomatoes and onions 
to go on the pit BBQ sandwiches. 
Hundreds of people came to town 
for the day to celebrate. The Fourth 
of July has always been my favorite 

Hardtner’s Fourth of July tradition is 
changing; NO celebration this year
Talk of having fireworks celebration to salute veteran’s 
next Memorial Day; Swimming pool remains closed

holiday.” Syd said Hardtner hasn’t 
missed having the celebration except 
about 10 years ago when rain forced 
the fireworks show to be canceled.  

Sam and Syd both commented 
about it was becoming more difficult 
to get people to help with all the work 
required to make the day happen. 
For example, organizing the parade; 
cooking the pit BBQ; organizing and 
getting all the items for the White 
Elephant Auction that is a major 
fundraiser for the event that is free 
to the public; and gathering the crew 
who is knowledgeable to safely 
set off the huge fireworks aerial 
and ground displays; etc. Hardtner 
resident Garrett Cook choreographed 
music to the  fireworks and was 
licensed. He and is family moved to 
Texas this year.

Sam noted that many of the 
individuals who were “big donors” 
to Hardtner’s Fourth of July through 
the years have passed away. 

No community’s celebration could 
exude more heartfelt patriotism than 
what Hardtner’s offers. Their citizens 
are anxious for a new chapter to 
unfold when the sky explodes with 
fireworks to honor the veterans, 
many of whom gave their own life, 
next Memorial Day. Once again, 
it is veterans’ great sacrifice that 
makes us remember “freedom is not 
free.” And remember the words of 
President Ronald Reagan, “Freedom 
is never more than one generation 
away from extinction. We didn’t pass 
it to our children in the bloodstream. 
It must be fought for, protected, and 
handed on for them to do the same.” 
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Kacey Ferguson of Waynoka, 
Oklahoma, was installed as the 2021 
Oklahoma Funeral Directors Association 
President during the 118th OKFDA 
Convention and Expo on Monday, April 
26, 2021. The convention was held at the 
Tulsa Renaissance Hotel and Convention 
Center where funeral homes throughout 
six districts of Oklahoma’s 77 counties 
were represented.

Ferguson is the second female 
president to preside over the Oklahoma 
Funeral Directors Association following 
in the footsteps of her grandmother, Irene 
Lanman. Lanman was the first female 
president serving as president in 1994. So 
not only is this a personal achievement for 
Ferguson there is historical significance 
as well for OKFDA. 

Ferguson’s journey began in the 
spring of 2011 when she became District 

III Chairperson. Ferguson’s next ten years 
were spent working her way through the 
OKFDA Board of Director positions 
while working as a funeral director in the 
family business at Lanman Funeral Home, 
Inc. Ferguson’s late grandfather, Kenny 
Lanman Sr., purchased the first funeral 
home in Helena in August 1975. Still 
family-owned with three generations plus 
support staff, Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. 
now has five locations serving families in 
Helena, Cherokee, Okeene, Medford and 
Kiowa, Kansas and surrounding areas.

In her acceptance speech Ferguson 
said “I would like to thank my 
Grandmother Irene for being such an 
inspiration, mentor, and role model as 
well as the Oklahoma Funeral Directors 
Association. I would also like to thank 
my family and friends for all their support 
and assistance along the way.”

Ferguson named Oklahoma Funeral
Directors Association President

Kacey Ferguson

By Marione Martin
The Woods County commissioners 

approved purchasing some equipment 
for two county fire departments at their 
meeting Monday morning. Waynoka 
Fire Department will receive four sets of 
bunker gear and lights for a tanker totaling 
$11,393. Greenleaf Fire Department will 
get $4,119 worth of smoke respirators. 
Emergency Management Director Ethan 
Feidler presented the information and 
said both departments had enough 
money in their accounts.

On another agenda item, Feidler 
said the memorandum of understanding 
between Woods County Emergency 
Management and Grant County 
Emergency Management is the same as 
in the past. The commissioners approved 
the agreement for Swift 911 notification 
with Woods County answering Grant 
County calls.

Road crossing permits for Marsau 

Enterprises were approved. Two or three 
roads will be crossed with the City of 
Alva waterline replacement project 
south of Alva. Commissioner Randy 
McMurphy said the permit fee was 
waived.

A juvenile detention services 
agreement was signed with the Sax and 
Fox Nation in the amount of $23 per 
child.

The commissioners approved 
the Woods County temporary 
appropriations for FY 2021-2022 
totaling $10,784,893.14 which is 80 
percent of last year’s budget. The county 
health department estimate of needs 
in the amount of $795,000 was also 
approved. McMurphy said the health 
department is self-sufficient with a mill 
levy and carryover.

Jennifer Shafer hurried to join 
the meeting for bid openings. The 
commissioners directed her to open, 
tabulate, validate and categorize the six 
month bids. The commissioner will vote 
on them at a later meeting. 

Likewise, they told Shafer to open 
and validate the annual ballot bids for 
printing election ballots. She is to go 
over them with Election Board Secretary 
Sandra Koehn before the commissioner 

take action on them.
A request by the Alva Chamber of 

Commerce to use the courthouse lawn 
July 15-17 for Crazy Bingo Game Night 
and Crazy Days was approved.

The commissioners voted to declare a 
computer and server from the treasurer’s 
office as surplus to be junked.

Treasurer David Manning presented 
his annual Resale Property Fund 
Financial Statement which he said is 
required by June 30. The commissioners 
approved it.

Monthly reports submitted by 
county department were approved. They 
included:

Assessor Collections $245.00
County Clerk Office Collections 

$14,162.11
Court Clerk Office Balance 

$140,002.48
Court Clerk RM&P Balance 

$5,842.77
Election Board Balance $3,827.14
Health Department Collections $0.00
Treasurer’s Office Balance 

$12,070.75
The commissioners approved a 

bridge invoice and report, warrants and 
claims, monthly appropriations and 
blanket purchase orders.

Woods County approves purchase of fire equipment
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By Aamer Madhani, Jonathan 
Lemire and Ellen Knickmeyer

GENEVA (AP) — Fresh from sup-
portive summits with allies, Joe Biden 
declared himself ready Tuesday to take 
on Russia’s Vladimir Putin in far more 
confrontational talks — a climactic fin-
ish to the most important week of meet-
ings in his young presidency.

Biden meets for his first talks as 
president with the Russian leader on 
Wednesday, in what’s expected to be 
roughly a half-day of discussions be-
tween the two leaders and aides behind 
closed doors. That’s after spending 
much of a weeklong European trip — 
the foreign policy highlight of his pres-
idency so far — working to strengthen 
ties with like-minded partner nations in 
order to better deal with rivals Russia 
and China. 

A reporter soon after Biden’s arriv-
al in Geneva on Tuesday shouted out 
a question on whether he was ready 
for Wednesday’s talks. “I am always 
ready,” Biden answered.

The American leader reached Gene-
va following rounds of cordial elbow 
bumping, grinning photo sessions and 
close consultations with global lead-
ers at the Group of Seven, NATO and 
U.S.-European Union summits. He se-
cured a series of joint communiques 
expressing concern over Russia and 
China, and was at the EU on Tuesday 
to preside over the announcement of 
a breakthrough easing a long-running 
U.S. aircraft trade dispute with that 
bloc. 

As for Russia, the U.S. and the EU 
declared they “stand united in our prin-
cipled approach” to the longtime rival, 
“ready to respond decisively to its re-
peating pattern of negative behavior and 
harmful activities.” 

Biden’s European tour has aimed 
to restore U.S. partnerships that were 
damaged under former President Don-
ald Trump, who openly invited what 
American intelligence services said was 
Russian interference in U.S. political 
campaigns, and who sought out Putin 
and other autocrats he saw as strong. 

In line with the chilly-so-far 
Biden-Putin relationship — Putin’s 

government responded with indigna-
tion earlier this year after Biden said he 
considered the Russian a “killer” — the 
two men plan neither lunch nor dinner 
together, and no joint press conference 
after, in what’s expected to be their four 
to five hours together. 

That’s in contrast to this week’s G-7 
session hosted by British Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson, where the allies and 
their spouses held a beach barbecue and 
round after round of “family photos.”

According to a senior administration 
official granted anonymity to disclose 
internal discussions, Biden is hoping to 
find small areas of agreement with the 
Russian president, including potentially 
returning ambassadors to Washington 
and Moscow. 

That and other diplomatic issues, in-
cluding the tit-for-tat expulsions of dip-
lomats and closure of consulates, will 
be high on the agenda for both sides.

The U.S. ambassador to Russia, 
John Sullivan, a rare holdover from the 
Trump administration, and Anatoly An-
tonov, the Russian ambassador to Wash-
ington, will both be in Geneva for the 
summit. 

The two men departed their posts 
earlier this year as part of what both 
Russia and the United States describe 
as an all-time low in the two countries’ 
relationship. 

In addition, Russia has complained 
for years about its eviction and loss of 
consulates in San Francisco and Se-
attle and other facilities in Maryland 
and New York. The U.S., meanwhile, 
has been forced to close its consulate 
in St. Petersburg and is now facing the 
loss of Russian citizens employed by its 
embassy in Moscow, which will signifi-
cantly reduce the consular services it is 
able to provide.

Biden also is looking to make prog-
ress on a new arms control agreement 
between the two nations, which agreed 
to a five-year extension of the remain-
ing current pact in January. 

Putin foreign affairs adviser Yuri 
Ushakov sought to moderate expecta-
tions for the summit, but he strongly 
emphasized its importance given the 
current tensions.

“It’s the first such meeting that takes 
place at a time when the bilateral rela-
tions are extremely bad,” he said. “Both 
parties realize it’s time to start dealing 
with the issues that have piled up.”

Biden plans to raise issues ranging 
from cyberattacks to Putin’s treatment 
of Russian opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny, who was poisoned and lat-
er jailed in what was seen as political 
retribution for exposing alleged Krem-
lin corruption and leading an anti-Putin 
protest movement.

In Geneva, a couple dozen Navalny 
supporters turned out in a sun-drenched 
square on Tuesday, and murals of a 
smiling Navalny holding his fingers in a 
heart shape, with the words “Hero of our 
time” in French, have popped up around 
the Swiss city in recent days. Those ref-
erence a similar mural in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, that authorities quickly covered 
over.

Syria, where Russia is threatening 
to close the last humanitarian crossing 
into that country, also is on the leaders’ 
agenda.

Biden this week called Putin a “wor-
thy adversary” and has said he is hop-
ing to find areas of cooperation with the 
Russian president. But he also warned 
that if Russia continues cyberattacks 
and other aggressive acts toward the 

Buoyed by allied summits, 
Biden ready to take on Putin

 See Biden Page 40
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By Tony Herrman,  Hastings Tribune
GILTNER, Neb. (AP) — In telling the 

story of Lyle Reab and his sacrifice, Chap-
lain Zach Brueningsen and historian Terri 
Mabon each offered Reab a welcome home.

Brueningsen and Mabon were the two 
speakers during a graveside service for 
Reab on Tuesday afternoon at the Lerton 
Cemetery south of Giltner. The service in-
cluded military honors conducted by a de-
tail of soldiers from Fort Riley, Kansas, and 
American Legion Riders.

Reab’s remains were interred in the 
family plot — relocated from an unknown 
soldier grave in Ardennes American Cem-
etery at Neupré, Belgium — and placed 
alongside those of his parents, Willis Harry 
and Daisy, in the cemetery.

The Hastings Tribune reports Reab, 22, 
an only child, was killed in a foxhole on 
the southeastern end of Vossenack, Germa-
ny, in November 1944. Vossenack is in the 
Hurtgen Forest near the Germany-Belgium 
border and was the scene of intense fighting 
between U.S. and German forces in the fall 
of 1944.

While Giltner waited for news after 
Reab was missing, eventually it was deter-
mined he and many others had been killed.

“This isn’t just a young man that paid 
the ultimate sacrifice,” Brueningsen said. 
“This wasn’t just the loss of our nation’s 
most valuable treasure, the blood of our 
service members. This was the only way 
we would ever know the U.S. what it is to-
day. In no way would our lives be the same 
without D-Day, Normandy and the battle 
for Hurtgen Forest. The Axis Powers were 
some of the greatest evils in the history of 
the world, and it cost a mother and a father a 
son, along with countless others. It cost his 
ability to have his own family, to carry his 
family name. God knows how many sleep-
less years his parents experienced.”

Brueningsen said Reab’s parents experi-
enced a lifetime of heartache.

“I wish I could hug them and thank 
them, but I cannot,” he said. “I can only 
recognize how important this moment is for 
all who see and hear it. I pray to God every 
one of us contemplate the cost of a whole 
generation of people who worked harder 
with much less pay, so that we could have 
our freedom intact.”

He said the world today would be very 
different if not for the countless men and 

women like Reab who gave their lives to 
stop the Axis Powers.

“We are not great without the sacrifices 
of giants that have gone ahead of us,” he 
said. “Like many others, he answered the 
call.”

Mabon, who lives at Phillips, spoke of 
how Reab’s name was listed on the Neth-
erlands American Cemetery’s Wall of the 
Missing at Margraten, the Netherlands, and 
he was “adopted” by Netherlands resident 
Ron Busschers through a grave-tending 
program.

While conducting internet searches for 
additional information on the fallen soldier, 
Busschers discovered an article claiming 
Reab’s remains were interred in Nebraska. 
Knowing such wasn’t the case, he contacted 
Mabon, a member of the same genealogical 
society that posted the article.

Combing through numerous newspa-
per clippings at the Plainsman Museum in 
Aurora, Mabon learned that the location of 
Reab’s remains was, in fact, unknown.

According to a news release from the 
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
Reab’s remains were recovered from the 
foxhole site in March 1948 by the American 
Graves Registration Command and were 
buried in the Ardennes American Cemetery 
in 1949, but were not positively identified 
until recently. After an historian with the 
accounting agency determined the possible 
identity of the remains, they were disin-
terred in June 2018 and were sent to Offutt 
Air Force Base in Omaha, where scientists 
used dental and anthropological analysis, 
circumstantial evidence and Y chromosome 
DNA analysis to eventually obtain a posi-
tive identification.

Reab’s family members and many oth-
ers wanting to honor his life filled the Ler-
ton Cemetery on Tuesday afternoon.

Fire trucks held American flags high 
along the road leading to the cemetery.

“I was really pleased,” Mabon said af-
ter the service. “I thought it was a very nice 
welcome for Lyle after these years. I think 
his parents were probably smiling down at 
the whole group. I’m glad so many people 
came out to celebrate his memory and his 
returning home.”

Among those in crowd was Laury Riley 
of Bend, Oregon. She grew up in the area 
and was back visiting family, including her 
sister Paula Consbruck, who lives in Gilt-

ner.
“I thought it was very moving,” Ri-

ley said. “It was very emotional. I didn’t 
know anything about the family, but I was 
moved.”

David Bye of Guernsey, Wyoming was 
among Reab’s family members in atten-
dance during the service.

Reab was the nephew of Bye’s 
great-grandmother.

“It was great,” Bye said. “It was very 
awesome. It was appropriate for the situa-
tion. It was just an honor to be here and be a 
part of it as a family member.”

Bye is a 36-year veteran with the Wy-
oming Army Guard and a full-time techni-
cian at Camp Guernsey.

He was impressed by attendance at the 
service.

“It’s just a testimony to the patriotism 
that the folks have in Nebraska and the 
country; the turnout for one of our own 
coming home,” he said.

Bye told a family story about a time 
when, as a 5-year-old boy, Reab won a 
small Christmas cactus, which he gave to 
his mother.

“I think she really cherished that 
through the years,” Bye said. “That plant is 
still living and alive today.”

Bye’s father has a Christmas cactus that 
started from that original plant.

“It’s a great, big Christmas cactus and 
he’s made starters and given them to all 
the family,” Bye said. “Something Lyle did 
when he was 5 years old is still in existence 
today, living.”

There were several family members at 
the service Bye had never met.

“It’s just nice to get out and meet others 
and meet some family I never knew existed, 
really,” he said.

One family member he has kept in touch 
with is Frank Detamore of rural Giltner. De-
tamore’s grandmother was Reab’s aunt.

“I thought everything turned out nice,” 
Detamore said. “All the people that drove 
miles to come here and give their last 
thoughts for Lyle, I think is absolutely tre-
mendous.”

Detamore served in Army special forces 
two years during Vietnam.

“It’ll be fun to meet a lot of them that 
neither one of us know,” Detamore said, re-
ferring also to Bye. “He might know one I 
don’t and vice versa.”

Community gathers for return 
of WWII soldier’s remains
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Jury selection 
begins for
Oklahoma man 
in students’ 
deaths

NORMAN, Okla. (AP) — Jury 
selection began Tuesday in the sec-
ond-degree murder trial of an Oklaho-
ma man accused of crashing his pickup 
truck into a group of high school cross 
country runners, killing three and injur-
ing five.

Cleveland County District Attorney 
Greg Mashburn said opening state-
ments could begin as early as Wednes-
day in the trial of 58-year-old Max Le-
roy Townsend. Townsend, of Tuttle, is 
facing three counts of second-degree 
murder and multiple counts of fleeing 
the scene of an accident. If convicted, 
he faces up to life in prison.

The February 2020 crash in the 
Oklahoma City suburb of Moore killed 
16-year-old Yuridia Martinez, 17-year-
old Rachel Freeman and 18-year-old 
Kolby Crum.

Townsend has pleaded not guilty, 
and his attorney, Kevin Butler, has said 
he hopes jurors selected for the trial 
will keep an open mind.

Police say Townsend was driving 
nearly 80 mph (129 kph) in a 25 mph 
(40 kph) zone, crossed two lanes of traf-
fic, veered onto a sidewalk and crashed 
into the runners outside of Moore High 
School.

The day before the crash, 
Townsend’s 29-year-old son was killed 
in a multi-vehicle accident in Moore.

By David Bauder
NEW YORK (AP) — The Associated 

Press said Tuesday it will no longer run 
the names of people charged with minor 
crimes, out of concern that such stories can 
have a long, damaging afterlife on the in-
ternet that can make it hard for individuals 
to move on with their lives.

In so doing, one of the world's biggest 
newsgathering organizations has waded 
into a debate over an issue that wasn't of 
much concern before the rise of search 
engines, when finding information on peo-
ple often required going through yellowed 
newspaper clippings.

Often, the AP will publish a minor sto-
ry — say, about a person arrested for strip-
ping naked and dancing drunkenly atop a 
bar — that will hold some brief interest 
regionally or even nationally and be for-
gotten the next day.

But the name of the person arrested will 
live on forever online, even if the charges 
are dropped or the person is acquitted, said 
John Daniszewski, AP's vice president for 
standards. And that can hurt someone's 
ability to get a job, join a club or run for 
office years later.

The AP, in a directive sent out to its 
journalists across the country, said it will 
no longer name suspects or transmit photo-
graphs of them in brief stories about minor 
crimes when there is little chance the or-
ganization will cover the case beyond the 
initial arrest.

The person's identity is generally not 
newsworthy beyond local communities, 
Daniszewski said. 

The AP said it will also not link to lo-
cal newspaper or broadcast stories about 
such incidents where the arrested person's 
name or mugshot might be used. The AP 
will also not do stories driven mainly by 
particularly embarrassing mugshots.

The policy will not apply to serious 
crimes, such as those involving violence 
or abuse of the public trust, or cases of a 
fugitive on the run.

"As a leader in the news industry, AP 
making this change is going to have a rip-
ple effect and will prompt some organi-
zations that don't have this on their radar 
right now to stop and take a look at these 
practices," said Deborah Dwyer, a doctor-

al student who is studying the issue and 
runs the website unpublishingthenews.
com

Several organizations already are do-
ing so, driven in part by requests from 
people whose time in the news has lived 
on via the internet.

The Boston Globe, for example, an-
nounced earlier this year an appeals pro-
cess where it would consider, on a case-
by-case basis, removing old stories from 
its archives. It tied its announcement to 
a review of policies prompted by a racial 
reckoning.

"We are not in the business of rewrit-
ing the past, but we don't want to stand 
in the way of a regular person's ability to 
craft their future," the Globe said in an-
nouncing the effort.

In response, columnist Nicholas Gold-
berg of the Los Angeles Times wrote 
in February that news organizations 
"shouldn't muck around with history."

"Trying to rewrite the past, or even 
trying to hide from view what has already 
been reported, is almost always a mis-
take," he wrote.

The AP's policy change likewise trig-
gered a vigorous debate on social media.

In a 2018 survey conducted by Dwyer, 
some 80 percent of news organizations 
had some policy about removing stories 
from archives, up from less than half a 
decade earlier. But in some cases, the 
policies aren't written down, aren't talked 
about in public or aren't even publicized in 
their own newsrooms, Dwyer said.

The AP has resisted efforts to get sto-
ries removed altogether. It has long had a 
policy of clarifying or updating even very 
old stories with news of an acquittal, for 
example, "but a story that is truthful and 
accurate on the day we wrote it, we'd con-
sider that sacrosanct," Daniszewski said. 
"We're not going to rewrite history."

Dwyer said her research has found a 
majority of Americans believe they have 
the right to ask news organizations to re-
move stories from archives, and would ex-
pect articles to be updated if charges were 
dropped. Yet at the same time, many peo-
ple believe that an organization's archive 
would be less trustworthy if it allowed sto-
ries to be scrubbed from it.

AP says it will no
longer name suspects
in minor crimes
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By Mary Clare Jalonick And Nomaan 
Merchant

WASHINGTON (AP) — A top Army 
leader defended the Pentagon's response to 
the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol, 
telling a House panel Tuesday that the Na-
tional Guard was delayed for hours because 
it had to properly prepare for the deploy-
ment and that senior military leaders had 
determined beforehand that the military had 
"no role" in determining the outcome of an 
election.

Lt. Gen. Walter Piatt, the director of the 
Army staff, echoed comments from other 
senior military leaders about the perception 
of soldiers being used to secure the election 
process. He said the Pentagon wanted to be 
careful about their response in part because 
of concerns about military helicopters that 
had flown low over Washington streets 
during protests over the killing of George 
Floyd by police in the summer of 2020.

It also took several hours for Guards-
men to be equipped and given a plan for 
how to secure the Capitol, Piatt said. The 
building was overrun by hundreds of sup-
porters of former President Donald Trump 
who sought to stop the certification of Pres-
ident Joe Biden's victory.

Piatt's testimony comes as House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi says the House will step up 
its investigations into the deadly riots, in 
which a violent mob overran police, broke 
into the building and hunted for lawmak-
ers. She said Tuesday that the House "can't 
wait any longer" to conduct a comprehen-
sive investigation after Senate Republicans 
blocked legislation to create an independent 
commission.

"Whether we have a commission today, 
tomorrow or the next day over in the Sen-

Military defends Jan. 6 response 
as House steps up probes

ate, or not, the work of the committees will 
be very important in what we're seeking for 
the American people — the truth," Pelosi 
said. 

One option under consideration is a se-
lect committee on the Jan. 6 attack, a set-
up that would put majority Democrats in 
charge. More than three dozen Republicans 
in the House and seven Senate Republicans 
wanted to avoid a partisan probe and sup-
ported the legislation to create an indepen-
dent, bipartisan commission outside Con-
gress. 

But those numbers weren't strong 
enough to overcome GOP opposition in 
the Senate, where support from 1O Repub-
licans is needed to pass most bills. Senate 
Democratic leader Chuck Schumer has said 
he may hold a second vote after the legisla-
tion failed to advance last month, but there's 
no indication that Democrats can win the 
necessary support from three additional Re-
publicans. 

"We can't wait any longer," Pelosi said. 
"We will proceed." 

Meanwhile, most Republicans are mak-
ing clear that they want to move on from the 
Jan. 6 attack, brushing aside the many  un-
answered questions about the insurrection, 
including how the government and law en-
forcement missed intelligence leading up to 
the rioting and the role of Trump before and 
during the attack. 

The hazards of investigating the attack 
in the sharply divided Congress were on full 
display during the House Oversight and Re-
form Committee hearing, which was called 
to examine "unexplained delays and unan-
swered questions" about the siege. 

Several Republicans tried to divert 
the subject, using their questioning to talk 
about coronavirus restrictions, the border 
and Biden's son Hunter, while others played 
down the severity of the violence. 

Some of the Republicans appeared to 
defend the rioters, including Wisconsin 
Rep. Glenn Grothman, who grilled FBI Di-
rector Christopher Wray on whether some 
of those who broke into the Capitol were 
innocent. Arizona Rep. Paul Gosar repeated 
his arguments that a Trump supporter who 
was shot and killed while breaking into the 
House chamber, Ashli Babbitt, was "exe-
cuted."

Democrats shot back that Republicans 
were trying to obscure the truth.

"This has got to do with the attempts by 
people to overthrow the government of the 
United States of America, something that 
hasn't happened in well over 100 years," 
said Maryland Rep. Kweisi Mfume. "And 
it's not something that we can slough off."

The three witnesses at the hearing — 
Wray, Piatt, and Gen. Charles E. Flynn, 
who was previously Army deputy chief of 
staff — were involved that day as the Capi-
tol Police begged for backup. The National 
Guard did not arrive for several hours as po-
lice were overwhelmed and brutally beaten 
by the rioters. 

Piatt insisted that he did not deny or 
have the authority to deny Guard help 
during a call with then-Capitol Police Chief 
Steven Sund, who has previously said he 
believed Piatt and other Army leaders were 
concerned about the optics of soldiers sur-
rounding the building. According to the De-
fense Department, military leadership ap-
proved activation of the full D.C. National 
Guard at 3:04 p.m., about 40 minutes after 
the call with Sund.

Rep. Carolyn Maloney, the New York 
Democrat who chairs the committee, crit-
icized Wray for not providing documents 
her staff had requested and asked him if he 
believed the FBI should be blamed for the 
law enforcement failures on Jan. 6. 

"Our goal is to bat 1.000, and any time 
there's an attack, much less an attack as hor-
rific and spectacular as what happened on 
Jan. 6, we consider that to be unacceptable," 
Wray replied. 

As the committee examined the insur-
rection, the House held a vote to give con-
gressional medals of honor to Capitol Po-
lice and Metropolitan Police to thank them 
for their service that day. Dozens of those 
officers suffered injuries, including chemi-
cal burns, brain injuries and broken bones. 
Some may never return to work. 

Twenty-one Republicans voted against 
giving the medals to the officers. 

Seven people total died during and af-
ter the rioting, including Babbitt, three oth-
er Trump supporters who died of medical 
emergencies and two police officers who 
died by suicide in the days that followed. 
A third officer, Capitol Police Officer Bri-
an Sicknick, collapsed and later died after 
engaging with the protesters, but a medi-
cal examiner determined he died of natural 
causes.



June 16, 2021 Page 31Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Zeke Miller
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe 

Biden wants to imbue Independence Day 
with new meaning this year by encourag-
ing nationwide celebrations to mark the 
country's effective return to normalcy after 
16 months of coronavirus pandemic dis-
ruption and more than 600,000 lives lost.

The White House is expressing grow-
ing certainty that July Fourth will serve as 
a breakthrough moment in the nation's re-
covery, even though the U.S. is expected 
to fall short of its goal of having 70% of 
adults vaccinated by the holiday. Still, the 
pace of the nation's healing will be a stark 
contrast with the rest of the world strug-
gling to vanquish the virus.

The planned celebration will be the 
largest event of Biden's presidency and is 
designed to demonstrate the nation's victo-
ry over the virus as COVID-19 cases and 
deaths drop to levels not seen since the 
first days of the outbreak. The U.S. is see-
ing its highest rate of air travel since the 
pandemic began, and schools, businesses 
and restaurants are rapidly reopening.

To celebrate the resumption of pre-pan-
demic life, Biden is looking to celebrate 
the July Fourth holiday as "a summer of 
freedom."

He plans to host first responders, es-
sential workers and military service mem-
bers and their families on the South Lawn 
of the White House for a cookout and to 
watch the fireworks over the National 
Mall. More than 1,000 guests are expect-
ed, officials said.

The plan shows the dramatic shift in 
thinking since Biden cautiously held out 
hope just three months ago that people 
might be able to hold small cookouts by 
the Fourth.

For most Americans, that reopening 
target was hit last month, by Memori-
al Day weekend, after the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention relaxed 
mask-wearing guidance for fully vaccinat-
ed people and state and local virus restric-
tions also eased.

Now, officials say July Fourth will 
serve as an unofficial kickoff to a new 
phase in the U.S. pandemic response. The 
federal government is looking to turn the 
page on the domestic public health crisis 
and focus on an economic and civic re-
vival at home and marshaling support for 

vaccinations around the globe.
The White House is hoping to see sim-

ilar Independence Day activities across 
the country, a year after the virus forced a 
mass cancellation of festivities. 

"We welcome you to join us by host-
ing your own events to honor our free-
dom, salute those who have been serving 
on the frontlines, and celebrate our prog-
ress in fighting this pandemic," the White 
House wrote in an email to state and local 
officials Tuesday. It asked them to share 
their own plans, which the administration 
would later highlight.

"America is headed into a summer dra-
matically different from last year," the ad-
ministration wrote to officials. "A summer 
of freedom. A summer of joy. A summer of 
reunions and celebrations."

The upbeat announcement contrasts 
with the drearier reality in Europe, where 
Biden is on an eight-day tour, and in the 
rest of the world as vaccines remain scarce.

"The administration needs to walk 
a line, using events like this to increase 
vaccine interest and confidence here in 
the U.S. while also being sensitive to the 
fact that this crisis is still out of control in 
many parts of the world," said Dr. Jeremy 
Faust, an emergency physician at Brigham 
and Women's Hospital in the Division of 
Health Policy and Public Health.

For instance, in the United Kingdom, 
one of the few countries that has a vac-
cination rate similar to that of the U.S., 
the government announced Monday that 
it plans to further delay reopening for at 
least another month to try to get more peo-
ple vaccinated and to slow the spread of 
the highly transmissible and more danger-
ous delta variant first identified in India.

In large swaths of the world, the virus 
is raging unchecked, and health experts 
warn that without vaccinations, variants 
can emerge that will break through the 
protection the vaccines are providing in 
the U.S.

While in Europe, Biden and other 
Group of Seven leaders announced plans 
to provide 1 billion shots for poorer na-
tions, half of them from the U.S., but aid 
groups said a far greater commitment 
is needed to defeat the virus around the 
globe.

Even in the U.S., as infection rates 
continue to slip, the vaccination campaign 

is far from over. Fewer than 370,000 
Americans are now getting their first dose 
on average each day, down from a high of 
nearly 2 million per day two months ago.

White House officials acknowledge 
the deep geographic disparities in vacci-
nation rates and said the administration 
will continue to issue reminders that un-
vaccinated Americans remain at risk of 
serious illness and death from the virus.

Yet cases are trending downward even 
in the Southern and Midwestern states 
that remain markedly behind the rest of 
the country in vaccinations.

Elsewhere, California began its grand 
reopening Tuesday, lifting nearly all its 
remaining virus restrictions. In New York, 
which Gov. Andrew Cuomo said had hit a 
benchmark of 70% of adults receiving at 
least one dose of a coronavirus vaccine, 
rules were being lifted that had limited 
the size of gatherings and required some 
types of businesses to follow social dis-
tancing or cleaning protocols.

"It means that we can now return to life 
as we know it," Cuomo said, announcing 
that the state would also launch fireworks 
Tuesday to mark the occasion, in addition 
to New York City's already announced 
plans to resume its July Fourth fireworks 
display on the East River. 

All American adults have been eli-
gible for vaccine shots for two months, 
and the administration has mounted an 
aggressive "month of action" to try to 
drive up demand for doses, though that 
has done little to change the trend lines: 
Fewer Americans are interested in getting 
vaccinated.

Officials say the effects of the July 
Fourth vaccination goal of 70% of Amer-
icans on driving down COVID-19 cases 
are already being felt even if the bench-
mark won't be attained. Some 166.5 
million adults have received at least one 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, according 
to CDC data. To reach his goal, Biden 
would need to vaccinate about 14 million 
more people in less than three weeks.

Biden intends to use his remarks on 
July Fourth to highlight the administra-
tion's "wartime response," with a vacci-
nation campaign that helped bring cases 
and deaths down by about 90% from 
where they were before he took office on 
Jan. 20.

‘A summer of freedom’: Vaccine 
gives new meaning to July 4th
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By Michael R. Sisak 
A New York judge on Tuesday ap-

proved disgraced movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein's extradition to California, 
where he faces additional sexual assault 
charges, ending a legal fight prolonged by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the defense's 
concerns about Weinstein's failing health 
and a squabble over paperwork.

Judge Kenneth Case said there was 
no reason to delay Weinstein's transfer 
any longer, denying his lawyer's request 
to keep him at a state prison near Buffalo 
— where he is serving a 23-year sentence 
for a rape conviction last year — until the 
start of jury selection in the Los Angeles 
case.

Los Angeles authorities plan to collect 
Weinstein, 69, from the Wende Correc-
tional Facility in Alden, New York, at the 
end of June or in early July, prosecutors 
said at Tuesday's extradition hearing in 
Buffalo, giving Weinstein's lawyer time 
to appeal Judge Case's decision.

Weinstein's lawyer, Norman Effman, 
argued he should remain in Wende's 
hospital-like maximum-security setting 
while receiving treatment for maladies 
including a loss of eyesight, rather than 
being shipped cross-country to a Los An-
geles jail cell. His suggestion that Wein-
stein instead be arraigned by video was 
also rejected.

"What we were trying to do is not 

avoid the trial, but avoid an unnecessary 
stay in a jail rather than a prison," Effman 
said, claiming pre-trial detention in Cal-
ifornia would rob Weinstein of needed 
medical care.

Erie County Assistant District At-
torney Colleen Curtin Gable, arguing in 
favor of Weinstein's extradition, retorted: 
"It's Los Angeles. It's not some remote 
outpost that doesn't have any sort of med-
ical care."

Weinstein faces 11 sexual assault 
counts in California involving five wom-
en, stemming from alleged assaults in Los 
Angeles and Beverly Hills from 2004 to 
2013. The charges include rape, forcible 
oral copulation, sexual battery by restraint 
and sexual penetration by use of force.

Los Angeles prosecutors first charged 
Weinstein in January 2020, just as jury 
selection was getting underway in the 
New York City case that ended in his con-
viction and imprisonment.

Weinstein is appealing the verdict that 
he raped an aspiring actress in 2013 in a 
Manhattan hotel room and forcibly per-
formed oral sex on TV and film produc-
tion assistant in 2006 at his Manhattan 
apartment.

Because Weinstein is incarcerated in 
New York, Case's authorization was need-
ed in order to transfer him to the custody 
of Los Angeles authorities under the terms 
of an interstate extradition agreement.

One other way Weinstein's move 
could have been blocked was by an ob-
jection from New York's governor, but 
Gable said there was no such action by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo.

Weinstein, appearing via video from 
the Wende prison, placed his hands on his 
mask-covered face after Case announced 
his decision. Earlier in the hearing, Wein-
stein had the mask drooping from his 
right ear as he sat in what appeared to be 
a prison meeting room.

In addition to concerns about Wein-
stein's health, Effman questioned the le-
gitimacy of extradition paperwork filed 
by Los Angeles authorities, which he said 
was defective because it listed only some 
of the charges.

"We are challenging the paperwork 
because it's not right. It's wrong... They 
just copied the form and changed the 
date," Effman told Case.

Gable said the paperwork "absolutely 
met the requirements" of the extradition 
agreement.

Gable also challenged Effman's 
claims about Weinstein's health, telling 
the judge Weinstein last week rejected a 
prescribed treatment for his eye condition 
because he said he "wasn't psychologi-
cally ready for it" and that prison officials 
cycled through ophthalmologists trying 
to find one "acceptable to the defendant."

Weinstein has myriad health problems 
and his condition has worsened since he's 
been in prisons, according to his law-
yers, including a bout with COVID-19 
two weeks after his sentencing in March 
2020.

Weinstein has diabetes, extensive 
coronary artery disease, anemia, hyper-
tension, obstructive sleep apnea, chron-
ic lower back pain, sciatica , chronic leg 
pain and arthritis that severe limits his 
ability to walk, and eye ailments that have 
severely degraded his vision, his lawyers 
said.

"Every inmate has an absolute right to 
appropriate treatment when he or she is 
in custody," Gable said. "But they don't 
have a say in when and where they get 
their treatment, and there's absolutely 
nothing in either doctor's report that says 
this treatment can't be done in Los Ange-
les."

Judge OKs Weinstein’s extradition 
for California rape case
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By Matt O'brien
A day after her interview for a part-

time job at Target last year, Dana Anthony 
got an email informing her she didn't make 
the cut.

Anthony didn't know why — a situa-
tion common to most job seekers at one 
point or another. But she also had no sense 
at all of how the interview had gone, be-
cause her interviewer was a computer. 

More job-seekers, including some pro-
fessionals, may soon have to accept imper-
sonal online interviews where they never 
talk to another human being, or know if 
behind-the-scenes artificial-intelligence 
systems are influencing hiring decisions. 
Demand for online hiring services, which 
interview job applicants remotely via 
laptop or phone, mushroomed during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and remains high 
amid a perceived worker shortage as the 
economy opens back up. 

These systems claim to save employ-
ers money, sidestep hidden biases that can 
influence human recruiters and expand the 
range of potential candidates. Many now 
also use AI to assess candidate skills by 
analyzing what they say.

Anthony likes to look an interviewer in 
the eyes, but all she could see was her own 
face reflected in the screen. "I interview 

better in person because I'm able to devel-
op a connection with the person," she said.

But experts question whether machines 
can accurately and fairly judge a person's 
character traits and emotional signals. Al-
gorithms tasked to learn who's the best fit 
for a job can entrench bias if they're taking 
cues from industries where racial and gen-
der disparities are already prevalent.

And when a computer screens out some 
candidates and elevates others without ex-
planation, it's harder to know if it's making 
fair assessments. Anthony, for instance, 
couldn't help wondering if her identity as a 
Black woman affected the decision.

"If you apply for a job and are rejected 
because of a biased algorithm, you certain-
ly won't know," said Oxford University 
researcher Aislinn Kelly-Lyth. In a face-
to-face interview, by contrast, a job seeker 
might pick up discriminatory cues from the 
interviewer, she said.

New rules proposed by the European 
Union would subject such AI hiring sys-
tems to tighter regulation. Advocates have 
pushed for similar measures in the U.S. 

One of the leading companies in the 
field, Utah-based HireVue, gained notori-
ety in recent years by using AI technology 
to assess cognitive ability from an appli-
cant's facial expressions during the inter-

view. After heated criticism centered on 
the scientific validity of those claims and 
the potential for racial or gender bias, the 
company announced earlier this year it 
would end the practice. 

But its AI-based assessments, which 
rank the skills and personalities of appli-
cants to flag the most promising for fur-
ther review, still consider speech and word 
choices in its decisions.

The privately owned company helped 
create a market for "on-demand" video 
interviews. Its known customers have in-
cluded retailers like Target and Ikea, major 
tech companies like Amazon, banks like 
JP Morgan and Goldman Sachs, oil giants, 
restaurant chains, supermarkets, airlines, 
cruise lines and school districts. The As-
sociated Press reached out to numerous 
brand-name employers that use the tech-
nology; most declined to discuss it. 

HireVue CEO Kevin Parker says the 
company has worked hard to ensure its 
technology won't discriminate based on 
factors such as race, gender or regional ac-
cents. Its systems, which translate speech 
to text and sift for clues about team orien-
tation, adaptability, dependability and oth-
er job skills, can outperform human inter-
viewers, he said.

"What we're trying to replace is peo-
ple's gut instinct," he said in — naturally 
— a video interview.

HireVue says it interviewed more than 
5.6 million people around the world in 
2020. Supermarket chains used it to screen 
thousands of applicants a day amid a pan-
demic-fueled hiring surge for cashiers, 
stockers and delivery crews, Parker said.

Providers of broader hiring-focused 
software such as Modern Hire and Out-
match have started offering their own 
video interviews and AI assessment tools. 
On its website, Outmatch touts its ability 
to measure "the must-have soft skills your 
candidates and employees need to suc-
ceed." 

HireVue notes that most customers 
don't actually use the company's AI-based 
assessments. Atlanta's school district, for 
instance, has used HireVue since 2014, 
but says it relies on 50 human recruiters to 
score recorded interviews. Target said the 

Want a job? Employers say: 
Talk to the computer

 See Computer Page 39
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South Barber kindergartners are as cute as their magic wands are colorful as they perform their Disney song. Photo cour-
tesy of yearbook

These sixth graders have fun singing “Take Me Out to the Ballgame.” Photo 
courtesy of yearbook

By Yvonne Miller
With Covid restrictions, South 

Barber School vocal music teacher 
Cathy Cox didn’t think they would 
get to have a spring music program. 
Then things changed a bit and Cox and 
accompanist Nikki Brattin worked up a 
fun program with mainly Disney songs 
for the elementary students. The show 
could only have a restricted audience. 

The results were a relaxed 
performance that had kids freely 
singing while having lots of fun. The 
finale with all classes was the favorite 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” 
from “Mary Poppins.” 

Elementary vocal students sing Disney
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By Janie Har And Michael 
Kunzelman

The U.S. death toll from COVID-19 
topped 600,000 on Tuesday, even as the 
vaccination drive has drastically brought 
down daily cases and fatalities and al-
lowed the country to emerge from the 
gloom and look forward to summer.

The number of lives lost, as recorded 
by Johns Hopkins University, is great-
er than the population of Baltimore or 
Milwaukee. It is about equal to the num-
ber of Americans who died of cancer in 
2019. Worldwide, the COVID-19 death 
toll stands at about 3.8 million.

The milestone came the same day 
that California  and New York lifted 
most of their remaining restrictions, 
joining other states in opening the way, 
step by step, for what could be a fun and 
close to normal summer for many Amer-
icans.

"Deep down I want to rejoice," said 
Rita Torres, a retired university admin-
istrator in Oakland, California. But she 
plans to take it slow: "Because it's kind 
of like, is it too soon? Will we be sorry?"

With the arrival of the vaccine in 
mid-December, COVID-19 deaths per 
day in the U.S. have plummeted to an 
average of around 340, from a high of 
over 3,400 in mid-January. Cases are 
running at about 14,000 a day on aver-
age, down from a quarter-million per 
day over the winter.

The real death tolls in the U.S. and 
around the globe are thought to be sig-
nificantly higher, with many cases over-
looked or possibly concealed by some 
countries.

President Joe Biden acknowledged 
the approaching milestone Monday 

during his visit to Europe, saying that 
while new cases and deaths are dropping 
dramatically in the U.S., "there's still too 
many lives being lost," and "now is not 
the time to let our guard down."

The most recent deaths are seen in 
some ways as especially tragic now that 
the vaccine has become available practi-
cally for the asking.

More than 50% of Americans have 
had at least one dose of vaccine, while 
over 40% are fully vaccinated, accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

But demand for shots in the U.S. has 
dropped off dramatically, leaving many 
places with a surplus of doses and cast-
ing doubt on whether the country will 
meet Biden's target of having 70% of 
American adults at least partially vacci-
nated by July 4. The figure stands at just 
under 65%.

As of a week ago, the U.S. was aver-
aging about 1 million injections per day, 
down from a high of about 3.3 million a 
day on average in mid-April, according 
to the CDC.

At nearly every turn in the outbreak, 
the virus has exploited and worsened 
inequalities in the United States. CDC 
figures, when adjusted for age and pop-
ulation, show that Black, Latino and 
Native American people are two to three 
times more likely than whites to die of 
COVID-19.

Also, an Associated Press analysis 
found that Latinos are dying at much 
younger ages than other groups. His-
panic people between 30 and 39 have 
died at five times the rate of white peo-
ple in the same age group.

Overall, Black and Hispanic Amer-
icans have less access to medical care 
and are in poorer health, with higher 
rates of conditions such as diabetes and 
high blood pressure. They are also more 
likely to have jobs deemed essential, 
less able to work from home and more 
likely to live in crowded, multigenera-
tional households.

With the overall picture improving 
rapidly, California, the most populous 
state and the first to impose a corona-
virus lockdown, dropped state rules 
on social distancing and limits on ca-
pacity at restaurants, bars, supermar-

kets, gyms, stadiums and other places, 
ushering in what has been billed as its 
"Grand Reopening" just in time for 
summer.

Disneyland is throwing open its 
gates to all tourists after allowing just 
California residents. Fans will be able 
to sit elbow-to-elbow and cheer without 
masks at Dodgers and Giants games.

Gov. Gavin Newsom celebrated by 
hosting a drawing in which 10 people 
won $1.5 million each simply for being 
vaccinated.

In New York, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
said Tuesday that 70% of adults in the 
state have received at least one dose of 
the vaccine, and he announced that the 
immediate easing of many of the restric-
tions will be celebrated with fireworks.

"What does 70% mean? It means 
that we can now return to life as we 
know it," he said.

He said the state is lifting rules that 
had limited the size of gatherings and 
required some types of businesses to 
follow cleaning protocols, take peo-
ple's temperature or screen them for 
COVID-19 symptoms. Businesses will 
no longer have to restrict how many 
people they can allow inside based on 
the 6-foot rule.

For the time being, though, New 
Yorkers will have to keep wearing 
masks in schools, subways and certain 
other places.

Massachusetts on Tuesday officially 
lifted a state of emergency that had been 
in effect for 462 days, though many re-
strictions had already been eased, in-
cluding mask requirements and limits 
on gatherings. Republican lawmakers 
in Kansas decided to let a state of emer-
gency expire Tuesday. And Maryland's 
governor announced that the emergency 
there will end on July 1, with the state 
no longer requiring any masks.

The first known deaths from the vi-
rus in the U.S. were in early February 
2020. It took four months to reach the 
first 100,000 dead. During the most le-
thal phase of the disaster, in the winter 
of 2020-21, it took just over a month to 
go from 300,000 to 400,000 deaths. 

With the crisis now easing, it took 
close to four months for the U.S. death 
toll to go from a half-million to 600,000.

US COVID-19 deaths hit 600,000, 
equal to yearly cancer toll
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pandemic led it to replace in-person in-
terviews with HireVue interviews, but the 
retail giant told the AP it relies on its own 
employees — not HireVue's algorithms — 
to watch and evaluate prerecorded videos.

None of that was clear to Anthony 
when she sat down in front of a screen to 
interview for a seasonal job last year. She 
dressed for the occasion and settled into a 
comfortable spot. The only hint of a human 
presence came in a prerecorded introduc-
tion that laid out what to expect — noting, 
for instance, that she could delete an an-
swer and start over.

But she had no way to know what sort 
of impression she was creating. "We're un-
able to provide specific feedback regarding 
your candidacy," Target's rejection email 
said. She was rejected again after complet-
ing a HireVue interview for a different job 
in December.

"I understand companies or organi-
zations trying to be more mindful of the 
time and the finances they spend when it 
comes to recruitment," said Anthony, who 
obtained a master's degree in strategic 
communications last year at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Still, the 
one-way interviews left her uneasy about 
who, or what, was evaluating her.

That inscrutability poses one of the 
biggest concerns about the rapid growth 
of complex algorithms in recruitment and 
hiring, Kelly-Lyth said.

In one infamous example, Amazon de-
veloped a resume-scanning tool to recruit 
top talent, but abandoned it after finding it 
favored men for technical roles — in part 
because it was comparing job candidates 
against the company's own male-domi-
nated tech workforce. A study released in 
April  found that Facebook shows different 
job ads to women and men in a way that 
might violate anti-discrimination laws. 

Governments across the U.S. and Eu-
rope are looking at possible checks on these 
hiring tools, including requirements for 
outside audits to ensure they don't discrim-
inate against women, minorities or people 
with disabilities. The proposed EU rules, 
unveiled in April, would force providers 
of AI systems that screen or evaluate job 
candidates to meet new requirements for 
accuracy, transparency and accountability.

HireVue has begun phasing out its 
face-scanning tool, which analyzed ex-
pressions and eye movements and faced 
derision by academics as "pseudoscience" 

reminiscent of the discredited and racist 
19th century theory of phrenology. The 
Electronic Privacy Information Center 
filed a complaint in 2019 with the Feder-
al Trade Commission, citing a HireVue 
executive who had said 10% to 30% of a 
candidate's score was based on facial ex-
pressions.

"The value it was adding related to 
the controversy it was creating wasn't 
very much," Parker told the AP.

HireVue also released portions of a 
third-party audit that examined fairness 
and bias issues around its automated 
tools. A published summary recom-
mended minor changes such as modi-
fying the weight given to the especially 
short answers disproportionately pro-
vided by minority candidates.

Critics welcomed the audit but said 
it was merely a start.

"I don't think the science really sup-
ports the idea that speech patterns would 
be a meaningful assessment of some-
one's personality," said Sarah Myers 

West of New York University's AI Now 
Institute, which studies the social im-
plications of AI. For instance, she said, 
such systems have historically had trou-
ble understanding women's voices.

Kian Betancourt, a 26-year-old who 
is pursuing a doctorate in organizational 
psychology at Hofstra University, also 
failed a remote HireVue interview for 
a consulting position earlier this year. 
He acknowledged that he might have 
tried too hard to predict how the system 
would evaluate him for a consultancy 
job, tailoring his diction to include key-
words he thought might boost his score.

While Betancourt is supportive of 
"structured interviews" involving a 
standard set of questions, he's bothered 
by the opacity of automated systems.

"Tell people exactly how we're be-
ing evaluated, even if it's something as 
simple as, 'This is an AI interview'," 
he said. That basic information can af-
fect how people present themselves, he 
said.

From Page 34 Computer

If you’re working hard just to make ends meet and have one or more children
living with you, you may qualify for the EITC. Think of it as a reward for doing
one of life’s most beautiful, most important and most loving jobs. Visit our
Web site or ask your tax preparer if you qualify.

Because when it comes to getting more for your family, consider it done.

A message from the Internal Revenue Service.

www.irs.gov/eitc

The Earned Income Tax Credit.
You may have earned it. Why not claim it?

The Internal 
Revenue Service

IRS EITC M1293 B - News
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U.S. “we will respond in kind.”
Biden goes into Wednesday’s talks 

bolstered not only by the supportive 
words of European allies but by the tan-
gible news of a major breakthrough in a 
17-year trade dispute centered on rival 
subsidies for aircraft manufacturers.

At almost every stop this week, the 
president repeated his message that 
“America is back,” in hopes of convinc-
ing both allies and rivals that the U.S. is 
engaged and strong internationally after 
Trump’s isolationist presidency and the 
political upheaval that peaked last Janu-

ary in violence at the U.S. Capitol.
Political sniping continued. House 

Republican leader Kevin McCarthy ac-
cused the Democratic president of de-
ferring to Putin on his trip abroad and 
making America weaker.

“I don’t care about charming Europe 
and thinking you’re one of them,” Mc-
Carthy said, a day after Biden referred 
to Republicans as “fractured.”

The EU and U.S. agreed Tuesday 
to set up what their statement called 
a “high-level dialogue” on Russia to 
counter what they said was Moscow’s 

drift into deeper authoritarianism and 
anti-Western sentiment. 

At the same time, the 27-nation EU 
is divided in its approach to Moscow. 
Russia is the EU’s biggest natural gas 
supplier, and plays a key role in interna-
tional conflicts and key issues, includ-
ing the Iran nuclear deal and conflicts in 
Syria and Libya.

But the hope is that Biden’s meeting 
with Putin might pay dividends, and no 
one in Brussels wanted to undermine 
the show of international unity that has 
been on display at the G-7 and NATO 
summits, according to EU officials.

From Page 23 Biden

MUNICH (AP) — Several specta-
tors were treated in the hospital for inju-
ries caused by a protestor who parachut-
ed into the stadium before France played 
Germany at the European Champion-
ship, UEFA said Tuesday.

Debris fell on the field and main 
grandstand, narrowly missing France 
coach Didier Deschamps, when the par-
achutist struck wires for an overhead 
camera attached to the stadium roof.

The governing body of European 
soccer called it a “reckless and danger-
ous” act and said “law authorities will 
take the necessary action.”

“This inconsiderate act ... caused 
injuries to several people attending the 
game who are now in hospital,” UEFA 
said.

The incident happened just before 

the start of the Euro 2020 match between 
the last two World Cup champions. De-
schamps was shown ducking into the 
team dugout to avoid falling debris.

The protestor’s parachute had the 
slogan “KICK OUT OIL!” and “Green-
peace” written on it.

He glided into the stadium and 
seemed to lose control after connecting 
with the wires. He veered away from the 
playing area toward the main grandstand 
and barely cleared the heads of specta-
tors.

The parachutist managed to land on 
the field and Germany players Antonio 
Rüdiger and Robin Gosens were the first 
to approach him. He was led away by 
security stewards and given medical at-
tention on the side of the field.

UEFA and one of its top-tier tourna-

ment sponsors, Russian state energy firm 
Gazprom, have previously been targeted 
by Greenpeace protests.

In 2013, a Champions League game 
in Basel was disrupted when Green-
peace activists abseiled from the roof of 
the stadium to unfurl a banner protesting 
Russian oil and Gazprom, which spon-
sored the visiting team, German club 
Schalke.

Greenpeace later donated money to a 
charity supported by Basel, which was 
fined by UEFA for the security lapse.

UEFA defended its environmental 
credentials in Tuesday’s statement.

“UEFA and its partners are fully 
committed to a sustainable Euro 2020 
tournament,” UEFA said, “and many ini-
tiatives have been implemented to offset 
carbon emissions.”

People hurt by parachuting 
protestor at Euro 2020 game
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maintenance increased cost by $10,108; 
for total expenses of $596,363. Total 
net from operations was $93,825.

The hospital’s total non-operating 
revenue (mainly tax revenue) was 
$67,785. This made the hospital’s gain 
of $161,610.  For year-to-date, the 
hospital shows a profit of $461,170.

In April the manor had a resident 
census of 20. The day of the board 
meeting the census was 16. For  April 
the manor’s total resident care revenue 
was $101,185. Their total operating 
revenue was $114,377. Total operating 
expenses were $153,549. That made a 
net from operations loss of $39,172. 
With the addition of $6,375 (mainly tax 
revenue), the manor’s loss was curbed 
to $32,797 in April. Year-to-date at 
the end of April the manor’s loss was 
$383,040.

The end of April comparative 
balance sheets for both the hospital 
and manor showed cash on hand of 
$3,198,995. Due from Medicare was 
$85,261 and uncollected taxes from the 
county are $245,126.

Girty reported that total gross 
accounts receivable are $1,107,147. 
The net patient AR amount is $762,334. 
The average days in AR is 51 and total 
payments were $394,026 which is 
better, she said.

The combined earnings for the 
hospital and manor were $78,130. Total 
assets for KDH were $13,299,764 at the 
end of April. 

Daycare, Covid Update and More 
KDH Business 

Giving an update on Covid cases, 
Goodno said “the positivity rate is very 
low” although they are still testing. 
The clinic’s vaccine program is doing 
great, according to Goodno who said to 
contact Volker at the clinic (620-825-
4131) to get a vaccination. KDH still 
has $126,000 left in CARES funding.

A Hutton contractor has been on-site 
at the hospital making improvements 
to inpatient rooms. Patients reportedly 
love the new paint and wall protection. 

Goodno updated the board about 
action they are taking to bring a Daycare 
to  KDH as care for employee’s children 
and others is so needed. KDH contracted 
with a portable building company 
(Trader Homes). It’s a 3100 sq. ft. 
building in Harrisonville, Missouri. The 
KDHE has given their approval for the 
plan and KDH awaits the fire marshal 
approval. Goodno confirmed they are 
still seeking a child care director. At 
this time they are applying for a 24 
child license. With that they could have 
four infants, a toddler room and an age 
6-10 room. That would require four 
employees. 

The federal CARES money is 
purchasing a new costly CT Scan 
machine for KDH. The upgrade begins 
July 1. A mobile unit provided by 
Alliance will be used for the month of 
July until the new CT arrives.  

It’s time for a new Barber County 

Community Needs Assessment. Some 
of the needs mentioned include: assisted 
living; more mental health services; 
more lab hours; daycare services, etc. 

Giving the hospital administrator 
report, Goodno said the cost report is 
finished and KDH’s receivable from 
Medicare is $198,000. She noted that 
KDH received a letter from the City of 
Kiowa that their bill for electric rates 
will increase for a while due to the sub-
zero temperatures in February. 

Goodno praised Volker for applying 
for and receiving a $15,000 grant from 
the Patterson Foundation to be used for 
the KDH vaccine program.

The CEO complimented Brad 
Applegarth for building a great team. 
She said they are really focusing on 
the hospital yard to smooth out the ruts 
(after construction) so it can be mowed. 

Also giving the manor report in 
the absence of Administrator Philip 
Anton (who was on vacation) Goodno 
said they continue to search for a 
new Manor DON. She complimented 
Brandi McKitrick on the job she is 
doing as interim DON in addition to her 
role as quality manager. She said the 
residents are enjoying spring activities. 
The manor has a Certified Nurse Aide 
Bonus System that rewards attendance 
to reduce call in’s.  

The following Medical Staff 
Appointments were approved by the 
board: Scott Sullivan, MD (vRad); 
Raphaella DaSilva, MD (vRad); 
Kevin Hamm, DO; Gerald Darger, 
CRNA. Temporary privileges – Dedra 
Rathgeber, NP-C.

Also board-approved were: medical 
staff minutes; KHA/BCBS Walk with 
the Doc; corporate compliance report; 
IT risk report. 

Following executive session, 
the board approved the Manor Risk 
Management report for April; and also 
the one financial assistance case.

The hospital foundation plans the 
2021 Jeans and Gems fundraising 
steak dinner and auction for  Aug. 
14 at Kiowa’s Community Building. 
The Dueling Pianos will provide 
entertainment. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Watch the Newsgram for more details. 

The next board meeting is June 22 
at 7 p.m. at the Kirkpatrick Conference 
Room at KDH.

From Page 2 Hospital
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

For sale
White layer ducks, 8 females 
and 6 males. Females are 
laying eggs. 580-829-2851

Business Services
Wanted

Wheat acres to harvest with 
two New Holland Combines 
with MacDon Headers. 
tractor & grain cart with crew 
to manage both big & small 
jobs. Call Sonny 785-569-
1548 or Jeremy 785-205-
9102

Thank You
Alva Public Schools for the 
business and for letting me 
catch those historic images. 
They will still be available on 
my website, www.jonlinder.
net. They will be up all 
summer just in case you 
missed seeing them during 
the school year 2020-2021. 
You may contact me by phone 
or text at 580-327-0311. Have 
a great summer!

Mobile Home Park
Accepting Mobile Homes 
at K&P RV Park. 11th & 
Appalacha, Dacoma, OK. 
785-845-6686

Bollman Ag Seeking
wheat and fall crop acres. 
We run combines and 
supporting equipment. 
Locally owned and operated 
out of Manchester, OK. Call 
Jared Bollman 580-541-
8214

Employment
Looking for Work

I am a Alva High School 
student looking for 
babysitting or pet sitting 
work, yard work, farm work, 
house cleaning or any other 
odd jobs. Call me at 580-
430-1358

Help Wanted
South Barber Community 
Child Care in Kiowa is 
seeking a part-time caregiver 
for children 6 weeks and up. 
Interested applicants can 
email resume and references 
to taraduncan41880@yahoo.
com or call Tara Duncan at 
620-213-9011 for more info.

Garage Sales
Estate Sale

400 S Florida Ave., 
Cherokee, at big shed. Due 
to hot temps time will be Fri-
Sat 7am-noon. Building is 
full of furniture, collectibles, 
barn finds & much more. 
Sale by Jan’s Collectibles. 
580-829-3062



June 16, 2021 Page 44Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Yard Sale
Sat 8am-2pm. 120 Center St, 
Alva

Garage Sale
Sat 8-10am. 6 N College, 
Alva. Take College Avenue N 
past elevators, under overpass 
to left

Multi Household Sale
Fri & Sat, 8am-2pm. 826 3rd 
St, Alva in alley. Wet tile saw, 
exterior paint, dining table set, 
electric mower, collectibles, 
Precious Moments, rubber 
stamps, craft items, preschool 
teaching supplies, children’s 
books with matching stuffed 
animals, area rugs, stroller, 
pack-n-play, tent, books, 
clothing, household items, 
tools, Christmas items, sewing 
machine & much more

Carport Sale
111 Choctaw. Fri 3-6pm. 1/2 
price on everything except 
pickup bed trailer $150 & 
Dodge pickup $1800

Garage Sale
June 18 noon to 7pm. June 
19 8am-2pm at Nescatunga 
Fire Station. Proceeds go to 
Nescatunga Fire Department

Estate Sale
108 S Grand, Cherokee, OK. 
Something for everyone. 
Collectibles, kitchen items, 
bedding, lamps, etc. Sat, 9am-
3pm

Lawn Services
Let It Grow Lawn Care

Mowing season is here! 
Mowing services which 
includes edging & weed 
eating, flowerbed cleanup, 
leaf removal, bush pruning, 
tree & trim control. Please call 
for free estimate. 15+ years 
experience with references. 
580-430-9992

Lawn Care
Will do Lawn Mowing & 
Weed Eating. Cherokee & 
Alva area. 580-603-0589

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-
430-1003

For Rent
2 bed/2 bath duplex, Alva, 
bills paid, washer, dryer, 
fridge, $575/month with $500 
deposit. Call/text 580-515-
8280
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier will 
not intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If it 
appears in the courthouse public 
records, it will appear in this 
newspaper

Felony Filings
Logan Wade Hicks, 22, 

Cherokee, has been charged 
with two counts of violation 
of OK Statue via computer 
($655.50).

Ryan Casper King, 31, 
Cherokee, has been charged 
with domestic assault and 
battery in presence of a minor, 
subsequent offense ($402.75).

Misdemeanor Filings
Ryan Casper King, 

Cherokee, 31, has been charged 
with threaten to perform act of 
violence ($351.50).

Paternity Proceedings
Latasha Leeann Bebee, 

Carmen, vs. Derrick Max 
Province, Alva: paternity (with 
child support and/or custody). 

Protective Order Filings
Janet Ann Benson, Jet 

and Austin Perry Devore, Jet: 
protective order ($223).

Traffic Citations
Omar Roblaes Espinoza, 

Woodward, has been cited for 
operating a vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license ($304).

Steven Kyle Trotter, 
Freedom, has been cited for 
improper start from parked 
position ($249).

The following individuals 
have been cited for speeding:

Reanna Lee Hall, Cleveland, 
has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over the speed limit 
($100).

Michael James Wolf, has 
been cited for speeding 16-20 
mph over the speed limit ($279).

Rebecca Ann Tulenko, 
Katy, Texas, has been cited 
for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit ($100). 
Bo Daniel Davis, Enid, has been 
cited for speeding 16-20 mph 
over the speed limit ($279).

Anthony Tyler Hall, 
Woodward, has been cited for 
speeding 26-30 mph over the 
speed limit ($379).

Katelyn Moore, Liberty 
Hill, Texas, has been cited for 
speeding 11-14 mph over the 
speed limit ($264).

Chelsea Nicole Kouassi, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, has been cited 
for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Bradley James Lambeth, 
Gilbert, Arizona, has been cited 
for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Sheena Marie Riojas, 
Blackwell, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Samuel Moreales Loera, 
Oklahoma City, has been cited 
for speeding 21-25 mph over 
the speed limit ($319).

Rafael Macias Pacheco, 

Alfalfa County 
court filings

 See Holdout Page 46
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except          
Monday.

Fontana, California, has been cited for 
speeding 21-25 mph over the speed limit 
($319).

Kathrine Jeanette Hill, Alva, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Herman David Elam, Guymon, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 

the speed limit ($100).
Laura Chavez, Enid, has been cited 

for speeding 1-10 mph over the speed 
limit ($100).

The following individuals have been 
cited for not wearing seatbelt ($20): 
Brandon Allen Ross, Blackwell, and 
Donna A. Binning, Cherokee.

Real Estate Transactions
Book 871 page 257: John S. 

McEarchern unto Hunter McEachern. 
The northeast quarter of section 32, 
township 26 north, range 9, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Quit claim 
deed.

Book 871 page 296: Linda S. Myers 
unto Melinda Gay Myers. A tract of 
land lying in the southwest quarter of 
section 13, township 24 north, range 12 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 871 page 306: Nathan Lukins 
Schrock, unto Salt Plains Outfitters, 
LLC. An undivided ¼th interest in 
and to lot 3, 4, and the south half of 
the northwest quarter of section 1, 
township 28 north, range 12 WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 871 page 307: Lara Lukins 
Knudsen and Jason Knudsen, unto Salt 
Plains Outfitters, LLC. An undivided ¼ 
interest in and to lot 3, 4, and the south 

half of the northwest quarter of section 
1, township 28 north, range 12, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Mortgages
Book 871 page 258: Ryan L. 

Pullman and Alexis N. Pullman, to A 
plainscapital Company. Lots 1, 2, 3, 
and 4, in block 2 in Monroe Addition to 
the City of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $160,750.00.

Book 871 page 309: Salt Plains 
Outfitters, LLC, to Farm Credit of 
Western Oklahoma.  An undivided 
¼ interest in and to lot 3, 4, and the 
south half of the northwest quarter of 
section 1, township 28 north, range 12, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$197,200.00.

Book 871 page 315: Gary L. 
Jefferies Revocable Trust, to Cleo State 
Bank. Northwest quarter of section 20, 
township 24, Roth range 12, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$30,264.23.

Alfalfa County real estate

From Page 45 Estate



June 16, 2021 Page 47Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Tuesday, June 8, 2021
8:06 a.m. – Caller advised someone 

had moved and damaged her white dual 
axle utility trailer that was parked on her 
property.

10:19 a.m. – Medic needed for a 
female that was dizzy with symptoms of 
a stroke or heart attack.

1:39 p.m. – Report of a neighbor dog 
that was off its leash and was trying to 
get out of the fenced in yard in the 500 
block of Oklahoma.

3:18 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 
with heat exhaustion.

8:57 p.m. – Report of girls sitting on 
the bridge east of town on Greer.

8:58 p.m. – Report that a gas meter 
was hit and gas was going everywhere 
in the 1300 block of Oklahoma.

Wednesday, June 9, 2021
2:27 a.m. – Report of a pole on fire at 

OK-45 and Aline blacktop.
1:47 p.m. – Report of a male having 

a seizure.
3:30 p.m. – Welfare check needed at 

the Chaparral apartments.
4:07 p.m. – Report of a battery theft 

in the last two days.
7:46 p.m. – Caller advised her ex 

was at her house wanting his stuff. But 
there was none of his stuff there. She 
advised he stole tools out of the shed 
and left. She stated he was on drugs 
and drinking. The caller called back 
and stated he also took $400 worth of 
clothes that were not his. And stated 

he brought home a gallon sized bag of 
marijuana from work and he does not 
have a medical card. Officer spoke with 
the female and advised this was a civil 
issue.

8:37 p.m. – Caller advised someone 
kicked in the door and took off in the 
300 block of Grand. Advised nothing 
was taken.

8:54 p.m. – Medic needed for a male 
with chest pains. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Thursday, June 10, 2021
1:01 a.m. – Medic was needed for a 

female that had gone fishing and had a 
tick on her. When she removed it, she 
was experiencing a migraine. Medic 
took the patient to Share Medical Center 
in Enid.

11:21 a.m. – Possible electrical 
fire at the Cherokee High School. Fire 
department advised all was okay.

2:10 p.m. – Caller advised a car 
sideswiped him  on the side of the road 
three miles south of Cherokee.

Friday, June 11, 2021
9:15 a.m. – Caller advised she was 

watching a house and a man had broken 
the lock on the door and was in the 
house. 

2:56 p.m. – Report of a male having 
a seizure at the Carmen Pool. 

6:26 p.m. – Report of a loose dog at 
the sports complex. 

Saturday, June 12, 2021
8:08 a.m. – Report of a male in 

Carmen that was unresponsive. Medic 
took the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

10:50 a.m. – Report of a loose dog.
1:09 p.m. – Report of a suspicious 

vehicle on Latimer Road.
5:25 p.m. – Caller advised her dog 

was killed the night before and she 
wanted to make a report.

7:44 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
male who fell and is having a hard time 
breathing. Medic took the patient to 
Bass Hospital in Enid.

8:08 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female that was dizzy and nauseated. 
Medic took the patient to Share Medical 
Center in Alva.

8:59 p.m. – Caller advised he was 
being harassed by a man that use to live 
across the street from him.

Sunday, June 13, 2021
11:37 a.m. – Report of a sheep and 

a white dog in her backyard and it may 
be injured.

11:53 a.m. – Medic needed for a 
female with an injured knee.  Medic 
took the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

1:01 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female with chest pains. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

1:52 p.m. – Report of a reckless 
driver west bound from Nash.

8:52 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female who had a seizure. No transport 
needed.

8:59 p.m. – Woods County advised 
of a BOLO on a gold Ford van.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs

The board also voted to approve:
• the contract for the 2020-2021 

school year audit to be conducted in the 
2021-22 fiscal year by Chas. W. Carrol, 
P.A.

• temporary appropriations for 
FY2021-22.

• the agreement for legal services 
with the Center for Education Law for 
the 2021-22 school year.

• the agreement between the 
Cooperative Council for Oklahoma 
School Administration (CCOSA) 
and Waynoka School District for the 
participation in CCOSA’S District 
Level Services Program for the 2021-
22 school year.

• the service agreement with OSSBA 
Employment Services for the 2021-22 
school year.

• the Pediatric Physical Therapy and 
Occupational Therapy Service contract 
with Northwest Physical Therapy and 
Sports Rehab for the 2021-22 school 
year.

• the School Resource Officer 
agreement with the City of Waynoka

• the calendar for Beginning Tracks 
Childcare Center for the 2021-22 school 
year.

• the daycare handbook for 
Beginning Tracks Childcare Center for 
the 2021-22 school year.

• the consent agenda, consisting 

of minutes of previous meetings; the 
general, building, activity, and bond 
fund reports and encumbrances; and 
change orders.

From Page 6 Waynoka
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