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By Yvonne Miller
Approved by the school board earlier 

this school year, new bleachers are 
being installed in the South Barber High 
School gym. 

Principal Brent Shaffer said 
installation started last Saturday morning 
and should be complete by the end of the 
week. 

Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller 
said the project came in $12,000 under 
budget. The original cost was $126,000. 

Boxes are all over the gym floor as new bleachers are being put in at South Barber High School. 

New bleachers were installed in the South Barber High School gym this week. 

New bleachers being installed in 
South Barber High School’s gym

He said the invoice is for $114,000. 
The new bleachers have a seating 

capacity of 900 and are slightly back 
from the court further than the old seats 

for the safety of everyone. The bleachers 
are a steel frame with wood and they 
have handrails. The plastic seats have 
chair backs for comfort.
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Home alone and phishing schemes
By Marione Martin

With the restrictions brought on by 
COVID-19, many of us are spending a lot 
more time at home. I’m continuing to work, 
but I’m finding I have more free time these 

days. I spent Sunday 
alone at home and 
thoroughly enjoyed 
it. 

With church 
services canceled, 
I was able to sleep 
late. Once I woke 
up, I watched my 
minister’s Sunday 
morning message 
on Facebook while 

drinking my morning coffee. 
My coffeemaker, a Keurig that uses 

pods, picked that morning to give me only 
half a cup of coffee. That meant it was 
getting plugged up with mineral scaling 
from the water. I’ve used vinegar before to 
remove the scaling, but the taste it leaves 
behind doesn’t improve my coffee.

This time, I had an approved cleaning 
kit on hand. The extensive instructions 
turned out to be different language versions 
of the same two paragraphs. Basically, it 
told the correct ratio of water to descaling 
solution. Then I needed to check my 
coffeemaker guide on how to proceed.

A search through various equipment 
booklets and guides finally proved 
successful. I followed the instructions, 
which including waiting 30 minutes for the 
solution to soak with the machine turned 
on. After that, I was to use clean water and 
run 12 cycles of cups of hot water through 
the machine. My machine has a water 
reservoir which I had to fill several times. 
Cleaning the coffee machine took about an 
hour out of my day.

Even when I’m spending the day at 
home, I have a rule that I must shower, 
dress and dry my hair before I can eat 
lunch. With the delay for the coffeemaker 
cleaning, I didn’t eat lunch until 1:30 p.m.

After that, I spent some time walking 
on my treadmill for exercise. 

Last week, President Trump 

recommended the wearing of fabric masks 
in public, although he said he wouldn’t 
wear one himself. I found a couple of 
patterns on the internet and decided that 
might be a good Sunday project. 

I have a very fine but old sewing machine 
that I haven’t touched it in about ten years. 
It’s installed in a desk-like cabinet. On top 
of that cabinet was a television set, the old 
style cathode ray type. I had to crawl on the 
floor to get it unplugged. Then I tried lifting 
it. I could manage the weight, but the thing 
was so bulky it was hard to handle. I ended 
up putting it on the floor. 

I got the sewing machine set up, 
threaded and tested. There was fabric stored 
in the drawers along with sewing supplies. 
Eventually, I produced a mask with ties. I’d 
be lucky to get a “C” in home economics 
class for my technique, but I was glad to 
see I still knew how to sew. When I have 
some free time, I may give it another try.

I spent Sunday evening watching TV. 
Channel 9 carried the ACM program “Our 
Country.” It was supposed to be the night for 
ACM awards, but that’s been postponed to 
September. Instead, various country artists 
performed from their homes, generally 
accompanying themselves on guitar. 

Then Garth Brooks and Trisha 
Yearwood appeared for an hour, taking 
requests and performing numerous songs 
accompanied by Brooks on his guitar. It’s 
fun seeing these singers in a casual mood 
and setting.

Phishing Scams
The novel coronavirus or COVID-19 

pandemic fears have given cybercriminals 
another avenue for gaining your personal 
information and your money through 
phishing emails.

Phishing is the fraudulent attempt 
to obtain sensitive information such as 
usernames, passwords and credit card 
details by disguising oneself as a trustworthy 
entity in an electronic communication. 
Typically carried out by email spoofing 
or instant messaging, it often directs users 
to enter personal information at a fake 
website which matches the look and feel of 
the legitimate site.

Recently the FBI, Secret Service and 
World Health Organization have all issued 
warnings. Some emails hint at availability 
of a vaccine while others claim to be from 
charitable organizations raising money for 
victims.

Monday afternoon, I received three 
emails offering me the opportunity to order 

masks from China. One was from “Layla”, 
one from “Betty” and one from “Chris” at 
eeccfactory. One addressed me as “Dear 
Boss marione.” 

Making it easier for scammers, 
many legitimate coronavirus-emails are 
circulating right now. More employees are 
working from home, schools are updating 
parents and businesses are trying to ease 
customer concerns.

One of the early schemes detected 
appeared to be from the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) directing recipients 
to take forms or a website designed to steal 
log-in credentials. Access to a consumer 
email address may be enough to reset key 
passwords for banking and other financial 
accounts.

Rather than seeking credentials, some 
emails distribute malware. One version 
asks for help in finding a “cure” for 
coronavirus, urging people to download 
software onto their computers to assist in 
the effort. The download contains a virus 
capable of monitoring all activity on the 
device.

Other than the three mask offers Monday 
I haven’t received any COVID-19 themed 
scam emails. However, I’ve been receiving 
a couple of very persistent suspicious 
emails. One warns of possible fraudulent 
activity on my American Express account. 
This one is obvious because I don’t have 
such an account. 

Another, supposedly from Microsoft, 
warns of unusual sign-in activity. It even 
gives the sign-in details. A quick tip-off is 
that the country/region is listed as Unted 
State (misspellings). If you just glance at it 
quickly, you might not notice. It also lists 
an IP address, platform (Windows 10) and 
browser: Mozilla Firefox.

How to Avoid Getting Scammed
Here are some additional tips from 

digital security experts:
• Think before you click. Eric Howes, 

principal lab researcher for KnowBe4, says 
the best thing consumers can do to protect 
themselves is just slow down. If something 
doesn’t seem right about an email, just 
delete it – ideally before you open it. You’re 
better off not taking the risk.

• Examine the link. Before you click 
on a link, try hovering your mouse over it. 
This will reveal the full address, which can 
expose signs of fraud. A “.ru” on the end, 
for example, means the site was created in 

 See Schemes Page 36
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 See Alva  Page 39

The Alva Board of Education meets in the high school library to allow for distancing. From left are Shane Hansen, board 
member; Jane McDermott, board member; Principal Shane Feely; Superintendent Tim Argo; Karen Koehn (back to 
camera), board member; Larry Parker, board member; and Terri Owen who kept the minutes. Photo by Marione Martin

By Marione Martin
With only five days to prepare, Alva 

Public Schools (APS) administrators, 
teachers and staff worked hard to 
implement a cohesive distance learning 
plan for students. Washington School 
Principal Shane Feely described the 
process during the board of education 
meeting held Monday evening. The 
board first met in their regular location, 
then reconvened to the high school 
library where there would be more room 
for social distancing. 

Jane McDermott presided over the 
meeting. Other board members present 
were Karen Koehn, Larry Parker and 

‘The first day of new school’
Alva Schools begin 
distance learning

Shane Hansen. Tiffany Slater was absent.
Superintendent Tim Argo said the 

teachers did “an outstanding job” with 
only five days to prepare for what the 
school is calling “the first day of new 
school.” He said, “It’s changed us 
forever.”

Feely, who is curriculum coordinator, 
described how distance learning was 
implemented.

On March 17, Feely said they had 
the first notice that school might move to 
distance learning. On March 24, the state 
school board made the official decision 
not to reopen classrooms, and on March 
27 the state released the framework for 
distance learning. Implementation was 
left up to the individual schools.

Two committee meetings were held. 
One committee was for teachers of 

pre-K through third grade, and the other 
was for grades four through 12. Since 
the upper grades were used to Google 
Classroom, which was no additional 
cost to the school, that platform was the 
obvious choice.

Pre-K through third grade was a 
different matter. Suggestions included 
closed Facebook groups, YouTube 
channels and Google Classroom. These 
tended to require email addresses, and 
many parents didn’t want children 
this young to have their own email. 
Eventually they decided on Seesaw, 
which Feely described as basically 
Google Classroom for little kids.

Committees identified several major 
hurdles:

• Device Access. APS has spent a lot 
of money on Chromebooks so that was 
handled. For those without devices in 
their homes, principals Alysson Tucker 
and Stephanie Marteney came up with 
a plan to check out devices to those 
families; this occurred April 2, 3 and 6.

• Internet Access. IT created a survey 
and sent out notifications. Within an 
hour, the school had received over 300 
responses. A total of 611 responses were 
received. They learned 80 percent of 
students had a non-school device they 
could use. About 60 students did not 
have internet service. 

Two-thirds of those without internet 
were in Alva. They found Suddenlink 
and AT&T were offering two months of 
free internet, so parents were encouraged 
to sign up. Then they could cancel the 
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Obituary
DALTON JAY BLACK

Dalton was born April 28, 1995, in 
Wichita, Kansas, and passed away April 4, 
2020. There will be a private family burial 
for Dalton on Wednesday, April 8, 2020, 
with a memorial service to be held at a later 
date. Viewing will be Tuesday, April 7, 
2020, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m and Wednesday, 
April 8, 2020, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Memorials may be made to the FUSE 
Foundation through the funeral home. 

Arrangements are by Lanman Funeral 
Home Inc. of Kiowa. Online condolences 
may be made at www.lanmanmemorials.
com. 

Cherokee Manor 
converting to
temporary
medical facility

According to Cherokee City Manager 
Michael Jones, due to Cherokee and 
more specifically Alfalfa County being a 
rural community, it is likely that we will 
be one of the last places in Oklahoma 
that will have multiple citizens in need 
of medical care as a direct result from 
COVID-19. 

Because Alfalfa County does not 
currently have any medical beds, Jones 
has requested that the Cherokee Manor 
be converted to a temporary medical 
facility to provide care for citizens 
during this medical crisis. The State of 
Oklahoma is sending a team to evaluate 
locations in Cherokee that can be used as 
a temporary medical facility. 

Although it is true that if approved 
the City of Cherokee will have no 
direct control over what this facility 
will be used for, it is Jones’ hope that 
by providing additional medical beds 
Cherokee will ensure that citizens will 
never be denied medical care due to no 
available bed space.

If the City of Cherokee is an approved 
location for a temporary medical facility, 
Jones will let you know as soon as 
possible.

By Marione Martin
A Goltry man is being charged after 

he allegedly drove his pickup through a 
stop sign, into yards and straight toward 
a highway patrol vehicle. 

Jarod Lee Smith, 32, of Goltry, is 
charged with assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon, a felony. This crime 
is punishable by imprisonment for up to 
ten years in the penitentiary or one year 
in the county jail. 

Smith is also charged with reckless 
driving, a misdemeanor. This crime is 
punishable by imprisonment for five to 
90 days, or a fine of $100 to $500, or 
both.

A warrant has been issued for Smith’s 
arrest.

Court documents show on 
Wednesday, April 1, at 4:45 p.m. 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol Trooper 
Justin Barney was in Goltry traveling 
eastbound on SH-45 near Read Street. 
He observed a maroon Chevrolet 
pickup backing out of a driveway and 
accelerating at a high rate of speed. 
According to Barney’s report, the driver 
did not stop at the stop sign at SH-45, 
and his tires were spinning at such a fast 
rate that black markings were being left 
on the roadway.

The driver attempted to turn 
eastbound, departed the roadway into 
the south ditch, came back onto the 
roadway and departed a second time 
on the north side of SH-45 into a yard. 
There the vehicle did a 360-degree turn 

leaving deep tire ruts in the yard.
The pickup then started traveling 

westbound back onto SH-45 in a straight 
line, crossed the center line of the 
roadway and was traveling westbound 
in the eastbound lane. At that point, 
Trooper Barney began to slow down and 
veer off the south side of the roadway in 
fear that the driver was going to cause a 
collision.

As the pickup drove straight toward 
Barney’s vehicle, the driver pulled back 
into the westbound lane approximately 
15-20 yards before striking the patrol 
car. As the driver passed by, Barney was 
able to recognize him from previous 
encounters as Jarod Lee Smith. Barney 
states that Smith proceeded to flip him 
off as he drove past.

Trooper Barney contacted Alfalfa 
County Deputy Sheriff Ryan Madden 
about what had happened. Madden went 
to Goltry to try to make contact with 
Smith. During that time, Alfalfa County 
had received numerous calls about a 
reckless driver around the town of Goltry 
with a matching vehicle description. 
Madden later reported he located 
numerous areas in and around the town 
of Goltry where reckless driving activity 
had taken place.

On April 2, Madden conducted a 
welfare check at the residence on Main 
and spoke with Smith’s mother. She said 
Smith left the residence and drove in a 
reckless manner in the Chevrolet pickup 
on April 1 because he was angry.

Goltry man charged 
with assault,
reckless driving
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Property Owner
Plat Maps
Available

Maps for Woods,
Alfalfa, Major
County, OK

& Barber County, KS
$30 plus tax

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200

Wall maps for Woods
County, foldout maps
and spiral bound books
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OKLAHOMA CITY – The 
Oklahoma Department of Human 
Services (OKDHS) will begin issuing 
emergency relief payments to foster 
parents in early April. These payments, 
which will be paid monthly, per child, 
are meant to support foster families as 
they navigate the impact of unexpected 
expenses of caring for children full-
time due to school closures.

“During this incredibly difficult 
and historic time, we are intentionally 
focusing on the families and children 
we serve and how to best support 
them,” said Director of Child Welfare 
Services Dr. Deborah Shropshire.

“Foster families play an incredibly 
important role in our effort to provide 
safe, stable homes for children who for 
whatever reason cannot be with their 
natural families during this time, and 

we recognize and deeply appreciate 
the sacrifice Oklahoma families are 
making to take care of children who 
are in the custody of the state. OKDHS 
will begin distributing emergency 
relief funds in mid-April to foster 
families to assist with the additional 
costs of caring for children during this 
time.” 

To be eligible for the emergency 
relief payment, the child in OKDHS 
custody must have been in the home 
the entire calendar month and most 
family placement settings will be 
eligible for these payments. Payments 
will be made via paper check through 
the mail and will be paid in arrears with 
March payments. Relief payments will 
continue for all full-month placements 
during the COVID-19 emergency 
declaration period through May 31.

Oklahoma Human Services to 
issue emergency relief
payments to foster families

COVID-19 
curbside
testing offered 
in Alva

Beginning Monday, April 6, curbside 
COVID-19 testing became available by 
appointment only at the Woods County 
Health Department in Alva while 
supplies are available.

• Patients will not require a 
physician’s order to be tested. However, 
they must meet the expanded screening 
criteria, which includes at least one of 
the following: fever of 100.4, cough or 
shortness of breath

• COVID-19 testing is being 
done curbside, by appointment only. 
Individuals must remain in their vehicles 
at all times

• To reserve an appointment, please 
contact the Woods County Health 
Department at 580-327-3192.

By Yvonne Miller
That nasty coronavirus, COVID-19, 

has temporarily shutdown the country and 
is trying to ruin traditional Easter activities. 
Kiowa’s Chamber of Commerce members 
have brainstormed how to still make it fun 
for children and respect the social distancing 
requirements. 

Kiowa children need to be outside in 
their own yards Saturday starting at 2 p.m. 
Watch for the Easter Bunny driving down 

the street in a golf cart. He’ll go all over 
town and throw candy to you in your yard. 
Remember, no touching!

Chamber members also came up with 
the fun idea for families to get out of the 
house together for an Easter egg hunt with 
no contact. They ordered 30 big 10-inch 
Easter Eggs in pink, yellow and blue. The 
committee plans to hide these eggs around 
town in plain sight you can see from the 
street.  

Chamber President Janet Robison urges 
families to drive or walk around town 
together and search for the eggs (don’t pick 
up the eggs, just count how many you see.) 
“The eggs will be visible from your car,” 
Robison promised. See if you can spot all 
30 eggs. 

Hey Kiowa kids! Watch for the 
Easter Bunny in a golf cart 
throwing candy to you Saturday 
Families to hunt for big, colorful eggs 
around town that can be spied from the car
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Oklahoma State Department of 
Health

Common surgical facemasks are not 
designed to block viral particles – the 
little droplets that are expelled into the 
air when you cough or sneeze while 
sick. These types of masks do not create 
a seal around your nose and mouth and 
therefore are not an effective method 
for keeping germs out.   

They are, however, an effective way 
to reduce the spread of viral particles. 
You might be saying to yourself – 

wait a minute, how is that possible? A 
mask can help keep me from spreading 
germs if I’m already sick, but it can’t 
prevent me from getting sick in the 
first place?   

Yes. That is exactly what we are 
saying here. The CDC indicates that 
surgical facemasks can help prevent 
further spread of viral particles for 
those who are feeling unwell. This 
guidance focuses on the 25% of 
Americans who may be positive for 
COVID-19, but are not exhibiting any 

symptoms. When people must go into 
public settings, such as grocery stores, 
a facemask can reduce the respiratory 
particles released in the air.   

So there is no confusion here – the 
facemask is not intended to protect the 
person who is wearing it, instead it is 
intended to prevent the spread of the 
virus from the wearer to others.

For CDC recommendations on face 
coverings, as well as a video of our 
U.S. Surgeon General making a cloth 
face cover, go to https://www.cdc.
gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html.

Fact or fiction: A facemask cannot 
prevent me from catching COVID-19
But I can help reduce the spread by wearing one

By Yvonne Miller 
“It’s about economic preservation,” 

Kiowa City Manager Rusty Varnado 
said. He was referring to a move the 
city council made at a special meeting 
the morning of March 26. 

This is in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic that is taking 
a financial toll on people across the 
United States – not to mention the 
fear of getting this respiratory virus; 
the unknown of when business will 

resume and the markets will not be 
a roller coaster; the depression of 
schools closed and about everything 
canceled; the frustration of hunkering 
down at home; the desire to “get back 
to normal.”

With council approval, the city is 
giving $15 in Kiowa Bucks – three 
$5 bucks – to each residential utility 
customer in Kiowa. Those bucks must 
be spent at a Kiowa business. If you 
make a purchase with the bucks, no 
change will be given. For example, if 
you buy only a $1 drink and pay with 
one of your $5 bucks, you would lose 
$4. You need to use your bucks to 
purchase something $15 or more. 

The idea is so all the money stays 
in Kiowa to help boost the economy. 
Varnado said the “Kiowa Bucks” will 
inject near $12,000 into the local 
economy.

The city is mailing the “bucks” to 
their utility customers this week. 

“This is not a bailout or a 
handout,” Varnado said. He explained 
the council has money set aside for 
economic development and this 
situation falls into that category. “It’s 
economic preservation.”

Employees Must Follow 
Quarantine Guidelines

The council approved placing any 
employee on unpaid suspension for 
violating any federal, state or county 
quarantine parameters after they have 
been directed to quarantine. Varnado 
said that is according to legislation 
approved by Congress. 

If an employee is self-quarantined 
for 14 days, they receive paid leave. 
If that employee violates their 
quarantine, they are suspended 
without pay for remainder of the 
quarantine.

Another agenda item at this 
special meeting regarded a grader. 
Varnado said the Hazelton Township 
is upgrading their grader. The City 
of Kiowa’s grader is 40-plus years 
old, he said. The council agreed to 
make an offer to purchase Hazelton’s 
grader. Hazelton holds a meeting this 
week.

Kiowa’s recycling center is 
temporarily closed for two weeks.

Mayor Bill Watson, Vernado and 
all councilmembers were present at 
the meeting, either in person or by 
Zoom. 

City of Kiowa stimulating local 
economy with ‘Kiowa Bucks’
Combating financial 
hit of COVID-19
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By Yvonne Miller 
A newly updated lighted sign stands 

in front of the South Barber Elementary, 
“Home of the Lil’ Chiefs,” in Kiowa, 
Kansas. What makes this sign extra 
special is a placard on it that says 
“Donated by Mr. Christmas Jarrett 
Koblitz.” 

Jarrett was born with MPS/Hurler’s 
Syndrome Sept. 12, 2000. Despite 

This newly updated sign at South Barber Elementary School was made possible 
through memorial money of a former student, the late Jarrett Koblitz. He was 
known as “Mr. Christmas,” as he loved everything about the holiday. In Jar-
rett’s honor, there is a Christmas tree emblem on the sign. His family stands by 
the new sign: (from left) sister Morgan Donaldson, mom Shelly, dad Justin and 
sister Paige. 

This is the placard on the new sign 
at South Barber Elementary School 
made possible with memorial mon-
ey given for a former student, the 
late Jarrett Koblitz. Photo by Yvonne 
Miller

New sign at SB Elementary is thanks 
to Jarrett Koblitz – “Mr. Christmas” 

having this terminal genetic disorder, 
Jarrett was able to attend the elementary 
school several years where he made 
friends with everyone. He was known for 
his small body and gigantic personality 
as he rode his special tricycle with a bell 
down the halls. When his failing health 
forced him to leave school, the ornery 
boy loved to proudly tell everyone that 
he was a dropout.

Jarrett passed away October 12, 
2019, at the age of 12+7. Twelve was 
his favorite number and that’s the age he 
wanted to be on every birthday thereafter. 
The son of Justin and Shelly Koblitz of 
Hazelton, Jarrett loved everything about 
Christmas. His mom, friends and family 
filled the house with Christmas trees 
and he received countless ornaments as 
gifts. 

Upon his death, the Jarrett Levi 
Koblitz Memorial Fund was established. 
On behalf of the school, South Barber 
Superintendent Dr. Mylo Miller thanks 
the Koblitz family for approving some 
of the memorial money for the sign 
upgrade. Elementary secretary Mary 
Lynn Meyers said the tribute to Mr. 
Christmas on the sign was decided by 
“a combination of the people at school 
who loved Jarrett.”

“It means a lot,” Shelly said of the 
memorial to her son. “Jarrett would 
be telling everyone, `That’s my sign!’ 
He would have loved it, he would be 
thrilled.” She said every time they drove 
by the elementary building Jarrett would 
say, “That’s my old school.”

Shelly said, “The sign looks so nice 
when it’s lit up. It’s a good reminder and 
makes us smile when we go by.”
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By Senator Roland Pederson 
The governor declared a “health 

emergency” on Thursday, which 
triggered a provision in state statute that 
requires the legislature to convene in a 
special session to confirm or deny the 
health emergency declaration. We will 
meet on Monday, April 6, to discuss 
this, as well as the revenue failure for 
the 2020 fiscal year budget. I’ll keep you 
updated on the actions we take on these 
issues. 

The governor announced last week 
that the state department of health is 
changing some of the restrictions that were 
in place to receive a COVID-19 test. Now 
the state is urging every person showing 
symptoms of the virus to be tested. The 
health department is also recommending 
anyone who has been in close contact 
with someone who has tested positive for 
the virus to be tested as well. 

The testing recommendation comes 
after the federal government sent our 
state an additional 10,000 test kits, which 
brings the total number of tests we have 
available to a little more than 15,000. 
We’ve also partnered with Oklahoma 
State University to process tests. Their 
lab has the ability to run up to 2,300 tests 

per day, which will be crucial to quickly 
identifying those who are positive so 
they can quarantine themselves and get 
the medical help necessary to fight the 
virus. 

Additional mobile testing sites will 
be deployed throughout the state so folks 
have easier access to testing. The Kay 
County Health Department is providing 
mobile testing in Ponca City by 
appointment only. Both the Woodward 
and Garfield county health departments 
hosted mobile testing this past week, 
and Maggie Jackson from the Garfield 
County Health Department informed me 
that 79 tests were completed at the Enid 
test site. I’ve also been told that Grant 
County is working on a mobile testing 
site to provide testing to residents. 
I expect these mobile test units will 
expand, and as we test more people, the 
number of positive cases in the state will 
increase. 

Gov. Stitt also expanded his 
executive order to close all non-
essential businesses in all 77 counties. 
Previously, only counties with a positive 
COVID-19 case were required to close 
non-essential businesses. This means all 
gyms, movie theaters, nail salons and 

other entertainment venues across the 
district will close until at least April 30. 
All restaurants will also be closed unless 
they offer take-out or delivery. 

You may have seen in the news that 
COVID-19 has resulted in a projected 
shortage of blood for hospitals across the 
state and nation because of blood drive 
cancellations. I’m currently working 
with the Oklahoma Blood Institute to 
plan a blood drive in accordance with 
Centers for Disease Control guidelines 
so we can help fill this need. I’ll share 
more details with you as they become 
available. 

Finally, while we are all social 
distancing, I’d like to remind you to fill 
out the census, which determines how 
federal funding is allocated for important 
core services like schools, hospitals and 
roads. The census only happens once 
every 10 years, so we need to get a full 
count. 

Please continue to pray for our 
country, state and communities, and that 
there will be end to this serious pandemic 
soon. If there is anything I can help you 
with, please feel free to reach out. You 
can contact me at 405-521-5630 or via 
email at Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov. 

Senate Review

State-wide health emergency declared

By Stacy Sanborn
Commissioners in Alfalfa County 

met earlier this week, going through the 
same security measures as others looking 
to enter the courthouse – answering 
health questions before signing in. Jay 
Hague, Stan Tucker and Marvin Woodall 
(joined by administrative assistant 
Nancy Lambert and county clerk Laneta 
Unruh) began the meeting like any 
other, approving the minutes from the 
last meeting, maintenance and operation 
payment warrants, blanket purchase 
orders, monthly highway expenditures, 
and monthly officer reports. (There were 
no road-crossing permits for the week.)

After signatures were given on those 
items, commissioners moved on to 

review and approve appropriations and 
the alcohol beverage tax allocation.

Appropriations
Highway $298,630.02
Highway Cash T-5 $3,500
Sheriff Revolving $50
County Clerk Preservation $1,311.68
County Clerk $313.37
County Clerk M&O $100
Assessor Revolving $387
Assessor Visual $6.11 
Court Clerk Rec Management $230
Enhanced 911 $8,303.32 
Election Board $140
Sheriff Cash $4,473.94 
Sheriff Forfeiture $18.18
Cash HST District 3 $6,815.40
Cash HST District 2 $ 6,815.40

Cash HST District 1 $6,815.40
Highway T-8 $30,752.13
Highway T-2 A $61,994.43 
Highway T-2 A District 1 $16,307.26
Highway T-2B $98,500
Treasurer $65 
Sales Tax Fairgrounds $11,053.01
Sales Tax Health $60,541.17
Sales Tax Health $335.12
Cash 911 Sales Tax $10,632.01 
Cash Contingency $18,401.58 
Jet Responders $139.97

Other Business
Next, the Court Clerk Records 

Management and Preservation monthly 
report was approved, and the trio 

Alfalfa County tries to get 
ahead of revenue shortfalls

 See County Page 34
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By Yvonne Miller
Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19), 

the order is for social distancing to 
help stop more people from being 
infected with the virus that has caused 
a world-wide pandemic. Therefore, 
when the Kiowa District Hospital 
Board of Directors met for their March 
31 meeting, they stayed at home and 
each member joined in by Zoom online 
meeting software. President Pat Myers 
called the meeting to order with all 
members present: Jeff Miller, Chantae 
Simpson, Jim Parker and Miranda Allen. 

Goodno updated the board on the 
status of the new Wellness/Physical 
Therapy and Behavioral Health Building 
addition. She said financing with the 
USDA has an interest rate of 2.37 and 
they await the official letter. Some of 
the $900,000 loan they applied for with 
the USDA will be a grant because of the 
behavioral health aspect, she said. 

The contractor and architect want 
to break ground in June as planned, but 
Goodno said everything is behind due 
to the pandemic and delays with the 
government. It’s still the hope of the 
board to have the project completed by 
the end of 2020.

Regarding how KDH is dealing 
with COVID-19, Goodno they have 
“very limited contact at the manor” 
to protect the residents. She said they 
are having lots of education on the 
issue and encouraging staff to stay at 
home if possible. They are looking at 
utilizing available space if needed. She 
complimented Sondra Davis for her 
efforts as incident commander. 

Goodno Presents Statistics and 
Financials

CEO and CFO Janell Goodno 
presented February financials and 
statistics for the hospital and manor. 
She described February as “a very busy 
month.”

At the hospital, total days of acute 
and swingbed care were 108. Of that, 53 
were swingbed. Total outpatient visits 
were 582. Some notable numbers in 

those visits were 124 therapy (such as 
PT, OT ); 49 x-ray; 43 ER; lab visits, 
293, clinic visits 360.

The hospital’s operating statement 
showed gross patient revenue of 
$512,568. Goodno said that is $85,454 
than they had budgeted. Total operating 
revenue was $544,065. Total operating 
expenses were $554,375. This made 
a loss of $10,311. Non-operating 
revenue was $78,375. Additionally the 
foundation gave $50,060 for the architect 
for the new addition. This made a profit 
of $118,334. Year-to-date, the hospital 
shows a loss of $104,069. 

While February was super busy, 
Goodno said March clinic visits were 
not as much partially due to the new 
protocol they are implementing. Taking 
extra caution because of COVID-19, 
Goodno said the clinic is scheduling well 
patients in the morning and sicker ones 
in the afternoon. She said they are also 
doing a drive-up clinic where the doctor 
and nurse go out and see the patient at 
their car. 

The manor’s resident census was 23 
for February. Their budget is based on 25 
residents so it makes money really tight. 
Total operating revenue was $125,098. 
Total operating expenses were $167,136. 
That made a loss of $42,037. The 
additional of $5426 mainly tax revenue 
curbed the loss to $36,612. Year-to-Date 
the manor is in the red $97,707. 

The combined balance sheets of 
the hospital and manor show total cash 
in all funds $1,022,600. Net Patient 
Accounts Receivable are $788,167. 
Uncollected taxes from the county are 
$412,721. At the end of February, the 
manor and hospital had a combined 
loss of $201,776. Total net assets are 
$4,783,295.

Administrator Reports, Someone 
Crashed a Truck through the Helipad 

Fence
In her administrative report, Goodno 

said the Friday night before the Tuesday 
board meeting someone crashed a white 
pickup into the helipad fence. It left 

debris where the helicopter lands when 
coming in to pick up a sick patient to 
transfer to Wichita. Thankfully, there 
was no emergency before the mess was 
cleared. Goodno told the board that the 
police officer was close to an arrest.

The CEO said dealing with 
COVID-19 has dominated much of 
her time and others at the hospital in 
preparedness. “Dealing with a pandemic 
is a challenge,” she said, and estimates 
cost of their supplies will increase 
because of this issue. 

Manor Administrator Tammy 
Klinedinst said the biggest issue at the 
manor is dealing with COVID-19. “I’ve 
had lots of cooperation from families, 
staff and residents,” she said. 

Klinedinst said she’s held an incident 
command meeting and described Sondra 
Davis as “amazing.” She thanked Janell 
for leading the team.

April 9 at 2 p.m, Klinedinst ask 
everyone who is interested to be in a 
parade of cars that will go through the 
alley behind the manor to brighten the 
day of residents. 

Klinedinst said she is in the office on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and will work 
from home of the other days. She said 
that DON Krisgina Fossoh wanted to 
stop down so Klinedinst hired a new 
DON, Robin Davis. 

IT Director Phillip Anton gave a 
brief report. President Myers thanked 
Anton for all his hard work. 

The board approved the 2018-19 
CAH evaluation and review as presented 
by Robyn Whitaker. They approved 
the Medical Staff Minutes and also the 
QAPI/RM for the hospital and manor. 
Following an executive session the 
board reportedly took no action.

The next regular board meeting is 
April 28. The annual meeting is May 26, 
6 p.m. The location is not yet determined. 

CEO and CFO Janell Goodno 
presented February financials and 
statistics for the hospital and manor. 
She described February as “a very busy 
month.”

COVID-19 dominates
conversation at KDH board meeting
Truck crashes into helipad fence; April 9 at 2 p.m, join the parade 
down the alley behind the manor to brighten residents’ day
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By State Rep. Carl Newton 
In the face of this crisis, I wanted 

to talk to you as a friend and not just a 
state representative. 
This is not a time to 
sit back and worry 
about tomorrow. 
I recently heard a 
quote I thought was 
quite appropriate in 
the current situation: 
“We cannot change 
the past, but we can 

change our futures.” 
First, I would ask everyone to be 

extremely cautious in all that you do. 
Practice your social distancing, staying 
six feet from others. Practice extremely 
good cleaning practices of washing 
your hands and avoiding contact with 
your face. The dangerous thing about 
this virus is it attacks the respiratory 
system but can remain virulent for quite 
some time on other surfaces – thus, the 
increased danger of transmitting the 
virus from surfaces to the mouth or 
nose. It seems amazing how many times 
we touch our face when we keep track 

of this. 
Second, if you are a senior citizen 

or have immunological deficiencies, 
please take extra precautions during 
this time. Although not mandated by 
governmental officials, it might be in 
your best interest to shelter in place. 
These next few weeks are starting a 
very dangerous period where the rate 
of transmission will be extremely high. 
We have gone to emergency visits only 
for our patients in the best interest of the 
patients and our staff. 

Third, it is time to remember we 
are Oklahomans. It is not in our nature 
to sit around and do nothing, so try to 
find ways to help others. Maybe place 
a phone call to someone that is alone. 
Solitude is very hard on us all both 
physically, mentally and emotionally. 
Possibly, offer to go get groceries or 
other necessities for those that need to 
be sheltered at home. 

Fourth, another way would be 
involving you in the newly formed 
Ready Help Go Program that has just 
been established by the governor and 
the Department of Human Services. 

This program will enlist volunteers 
to aid our fellow citizens in areas 
of need after the current crisis has 
passed. Currently, the program is in the 
enrollment phase to have volunteers 
ready when the time is appropriate. If 
you are interested in participating, you 
can sign up at readyhelpgo.org 

Finally, I know that many of you 
are already using your skills currently 
making masks and other items. But 
most importantly, please lift others and 
all of our state up in prayer to our Lord. 
He is still in charge and cares for each 
of us continuously. 

My prayers are with you, and I so 
appreciate all those who lift me up in 
prayer. 

Thanks for allowing me to serve as 
your state representative. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions. You may reach me by email 
at carl.newton@okhouse.gov, or phone 
me at 405-557-7339. Remember we 
are on minimal staff at the present time 
so do not hesitate to leave a message. 
May God Bless you and the State of 
Oklahoma. 

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

Remember we’re Oklahomans

started this arrangement one week ago 
Monday.

SB Grade 7-12 Principal Brent 
Shaffer said, “Our teachers had one 
week to plan for this. They put their 
stress away and figured out how to do 
it. They are doing well communicating 
with kids. Our teachers are doing an 
awesome job.”

High school and junior high teachers 
are using a variety of online avenues 
to help students learn. Shaffer said in 
some cases teachers record their lesson 
and students can watch anytime that 
day. Sometimes they teach live by using 
Zoom meetings with students able to see 
and hear instruction. He said many use 
Google Classroom, Google Hangouts 
(which is similar to Zoom) for teacher/

Principals report ‘distance learning’ is working 
at South Barber amid coronavirus pandemic
By Yvonne Miller

Since the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
reared its head as ugly as the hideous bats 
that helped originate it in China, causing 
a pandemic worldwide, everyone has 
been affected in some way. Schools 
across the United States are closed in an 

effort to stop the virus from spreading 
and infecting more people.

Like many schools, South Barber 
USD255 in Kiowa has set up a 
continuous learning plan for students 
who are distance learning from home 
with guidance from their teachers. SB 

 See Learning  Page 34
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Oklahoma State Department of 
Health

As of this advisory April 7 at 7 a.m., 
there are 1,472 confirmed positive cases 
of COVID-19 in Oklahoma. 

There are an additional 16 deaths:
Six in Tulsa County: a male in the 

18-35 age group, a female in 50-64 age 
group, and three females and a male 
older than 65. 

One in Adair County, a female older 
than 65.

One in Cherokee County, a female 
older than 65.

One in Cleveland County, a female 
older than 65.

One in Creek County, a male older 
than 65.

One in Kay County, a female older 
than 65

One in Mayes County, a male older 
than 65.

Two in Osage County, a female in the 
50-64 age group and a male older than 65.

One in Wagoner County, a female 
older than 65.

One in Washington County, a male 
older than 65.

There are 67 total deaths in the state.
The Public Health Laboratory at 

OSDH continues to process the more 
than 11,000 negative COVID-19 test 
results received from private labs dating 
back to February. Numbers will be 
added to this daily report once all results 
are processed through the system.

The Oklahoma State Department 
of Health (OSDH) coordinated with 
the Office of Emergency Management 
(OEM) to deliver supplies of personal 
protective equipment (PPE) for first 
responders. 

The OSDH is providing information 
daily via OEM to 911 call centers so 
that first responders can be notified if an 

address they are responding to correlates 
with an address of a patient confirmed 
with COVID-19. This information is 
only made available to 911 call centers. 

For more information, visit 
coronavirus.health.ok.gov.

COVID-19 Oklahoma Test Results
Positive (In-State) 1,472
Positive (Out-of-State) 2
Negative* 1,436
Total Cumulative Hospitalizations 

376
Deaths 67
*Negative testing results are only 

from the State Public Health Laboratory 
and do not include private laboratory 
negative results.

COVID-19 Cases by Age Grouping
Age Group Cases Deaths
00-04  15 0
05-17  23 0
18-35  257 2
36-49  307 2
50-64  384 11
65+   486 52
Total   1,472 67

COVID-19 Cases by Gender
Gender Cases Deaths
Female 772 32
Male 700 35
Total  1,472 67

COVID-19 Cases by County
County  Cases 

Deaths
Adair  25 1
Atoka  1 0
Beaver  1 0
Beckham  1 0
Bryan  3 0
Caddo  6 0
Canadian  40 1
Carter  1 0
Cherokee  16 1
Choctaw  2 0
Cleveland  203 12
Comanche  42 0
Cotton  4 0
Craig  4 0

Creek  47 2
Custer  5 0
Delaware  13 0
Dewey  1 0
Garfield  5 0
Garvin  12 0
Grady  9 0
Grant  1 0
Greer  31 3
Jackson  6 0
Jefferson  1 0
Kay   33 2
Kingfisher  3 0
Kiowa  1 0
Latimer  4 1
Le Flore  1 0
Lincoln  10 0
Logan  6 0
Love  2 0
Major  1 0
Marshall  1 0
Mayes  12 2
McClain  16 0
McCurtain  2 0
McIntosh  2 0
Muskogee  21 2
Noble  6 0
Nowata  10 0
Oklahoma  303 11
Okmulgee  11 0
Osage  34 5
Ottawa  14 0
Pawnee  23 1
Payne  24 0
Pittsburg  7 0
Pontotoc  9 0
Pottawatomie 19 1
Rogers  17 0
Seminole  3 1
Sequoyah  10 1
Stephens  11 1
Texas  3 0
Tillman  1 0
Tulsa  273 14
Wagoner  55 3
Washington  43 2
Woodward  1 0
Total   1,472 67

Situation Update: COVID-19
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By Ken Miller
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Okla-

homa Gov. Kevin Stitt on Tuesday again 
called for more residents to be tested for 
the coronavirus while saying the state 
has an ample stockpile of personal pro-
tection equipment for medical workers 
and others who treat infected patients.

Speaking at a warehouse that state 
officials said holds millions of protective 
gloves and thousands of surgical masks, 
face shields and respirators, Stitt said 
anyone with symptoms of coughing, 
shortness of breath and a fever of 100.4 
degrees or above needs to be tested to 
provide an accurate picture of the virus' 
spread in Oklahoma.

"We have plenty of tests in the state," 
Still said, six days after first calling for 
more people to be tested. 

He noted that the state has 60 testing 
locations.

For most people, the new coronavi-
rus causes mild or moderate symptoms, 
such as fever and cough that clear up in 
two to three weeks. For some, especial-
ly older adults and people with existing 
health problems, it can cause more se-
vere illness, including pneumonia, and 
death.

The state Department of Health on 
Tuesday reported a total of 67 deaths 

Oklahoma governor again 
calls for more virus testing

from COVID-19, the disease caused by 
the virus, and at least 1,472 cases. That's 
up from 51 deaths and more than 1,300 
cases reported Monday.

The deaths include six more in Tulsa 
County, which now leads the state with 
14 total deaths.

"I'm starting to hate this virus. I hope 
you do too," Bruce Dart, director of the 
Tulsa City/County Health Department, 
said while urging residents to stay home, 
stay away from other people and wash 
their hands frequently.

Stitt said that despite the rise in 
COVID-19 deaths, hospitalizations fell 

from 560 to 407 in the past week.
"We are seeing proof here in Okla-

homa ... that our social distancing is 
working," said Stitt, who has not  issued 
a stay-at-home order, but has required  
nonessential businesses to shut down 
and banned gatherings of 10 or more 
people.

The state Department of Education 
said the U.S. Department of Education 
has granted a preliminary waiver allow-
ing Oklahoma's public schools to begin 
spending available federal funding on 
COVID-19-related programs, including 
distance learning and teacher training.

By Scott Mcfetridge
DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — Even 

as most Americans are under orders 
from their governor to stay at home to 
slow the spread of the coronavirus, lead-
ers in a handful of states have steadfastly 
refused to take that action, arguing it's 
unneeded and could be harmful.

Nine governors have refused to issue 
statewide mandates that people stay at 
home, but local leaders have taken ac-
tion in some of those states. North Da-
kota, Nebraska, Iowa and Arkansas are 
the only states where no one is under a 
stay-at-home order.

The lack of action from those gov-
ernors — even as they take other steps 
such as closing schools and limiting 
the size of gatherings — has frustrated 
health experts and left some residents 
puzzled.

"If social distancing maneuvers are 
going to work, they're most likely go-
ing to work if you do them early," said 
Arthur L. Reingold, a professor and in-
fectious disease expert at the University 
of California-Berkeley. "The longer you 
wait, the harder it is for them to have a 

substantial impact on transmission of the 
virus."

That also has been the message of 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation's top in-
fectious disease expert, who has said all 
states should have statewide orders that 
people remain at home.

Fauci on Monday credited the gov-
ernors of Nebraska and Iowa for what 
steps they have taken to slow the virus, 
but David Leeson, a retiree in Winter-
set, Iowa, said he can't understand why 
restrictions that make sense in most of 
the country haven't been imposed in his 
home state.

"I think it's idiotic," Leeson said. 
"The only way this is going to work is to 
have every state under the same rules."

Nearly 305 million people live in the 
41 states or Washington, D.C., which 
mandate people stay at home, compared 
with less than 9 million in the states with-
out such mandatory orders. Enforcement 
of the rules, however, varies.

The new coronavirus causes mild 
or moderate symptoms for most 

Holdout governors: 
Some states don’t need 
stay-at-home order

 See Holdout Page 33
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By Paul Newberry
They are cities defined by iconic 

sporting events. 
When Augusta comes up, one in-

stantly thinks of the Masters. If Oma-
ha is mentioned, it's often in the same 
breath with the College World Series. 
It's hard to imagine Louisville without 
the Kentucky Derby.

In the coming weeks, The Associated 
Press will look at those cities and others 
like them — from Williamsport to Okla-
homa City to Cheyenne — to examine 
how the shutdown caused by the corona-
virus pandemic is an especially wrench-
ing blow.

"This is who we are," said Jason 
Fink, the chamber of commerce pres-
ident in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
which has been synonymous with the 
Little League World Series since it was 
founded in 1947.

They can certainly relate to that sen-
timent in Augusta.

The Masters got its start in 1934 on 
the grounds of a former nursery and the 
golf tournament is usually held the first 
full week of April.

This week, the city looks like a ghost 
town. 

August National Golf Club is all 
locked up. Washington Road, which 
should've been teeming with cars and 
commerce and humanity, is desolate in-
stead.

A tradition unlike any other has be-
come a year unlike any since the end of 
World II.

No ticket brokers offering to buy and 
sell the coveted badges. No long lines 
trying to land a table at TBonz steak-
house.

"It's a big hiccup," said Mark Cum-
ins, who co-founded TBonz in 1985 
and serves up a who's who of golfers, 
athletes and celebrities during Masters 
week. "It's not going to destroy us, but 
it hurts."

While the Masters has been resched-
uled for November, it won't be quite the 
same.

Another event seeping in tradition, 
the Kentucky Derby is headed for quite 
a shakeup — assuming it actually gets to 
the starting gate. 

The Run For The Roses is usually 
held on the first Saturday of May. Be-
cause of the pandemic, hold those mint 
juleps until Labor Day weekend, when 
the first leg of the Triple Crown is 
crammed into a slot that also marks the 
start of college football season.

Not so fortunate: the College World 
Series in Omaha, Nebraska and the 
Women's College World Series in Okla-
homa City, both of which have already 
been wiped from the 2020 calendar. 

The NCAA Division I baseball 
championship has been decided in Oma-
ha for the past 70 years. The eight-team 
tournament is such a part of the city's 
identity that $100 million TD Ameri-
trade Park was constructed a decade ago 
in exchange for a 25-year promise not to 
move the event.

Rich Tokheim's sports apparel shop 
is right across the street from the 24,000-
seat stadium, which is dark most of the 
year other than the occasional local col-
lege game played before sparse crowds. 
More than half Tokheim's annual rev-
enue comes from those 11 or 12 days 
when the CWS is held each June.

"We're here because of the College 
World Series," he said. "It's just so many 
people."

Oklahoma City will feel a similar 
blow in late May and early June, when it 
was supposed to host the Division I soft-
ball tournament for the 30th time. 

To accommodate what were expected 
to be record crowds, USA Softball Hall 
of Fame Stadium underwent a 4,000-
seat expansion that raised its capacity to 
about 13,000. 

All the new seats were already sold 

out.
Turns out, they won't be needed this 

year.
Other prominent events are still 

clinging to the hope of being held.
But each day of mounting deaths 

tolls and millions of people locked down 
in their homes makes it increasingly un-
likely that either the Little League World 
Series — actually played in South Wil-
liamsport — or the Cheyenne Frontier 
Days in Wyoming's capital city will car-
ry on as planned in 2020. 

"If we were going to play the world 
series, traditionally like we have done 
for many, many years, we need to be 
playing and picking teams by the middle 
of June," said Little League President 
Stephen Keener, who has yet to set a 
drop-dead date for deciding whether the 
season-ending tournament will be held 
in its usual August slot.

Cheyenne Frontier Days, billed as 
the "Daddy of 'em all," has celebrated 
the cowboy way of life for 123 consecu-
tive years. In 2019, it drew more than a 
quarter-million people to what is essen-
tially a supersized county fair, a mix of 
rodeo events, musical acts, artery-bust-
ing food and carnival rides stretching 
over 10 days in July. 

For now, Frontier Days remains on 
the calendar.

But the countdown clock on the fes-
tival's web site is a stark reminder that 
time is running out on a festival that gen-
erated nearly $28 million for the county 
a year ago. . 

"Through all the wars, through the de-

Iconic sports cities turn eerie 
during coronavirus shutdown

 See Sports  Page 33
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By Geoff Mulvihill And Alan 
Suderman

The White House said Monday that 
some states are requesting far more med-
ical supplies than they need to fight the 
coronavirus pandemic, pushing back 
against criticism that the distribution of 
vital equipment has been chaotic.

As the crisis has spread across the 
U.S., several governors have complained 
that they have not been receiving the 
protective gear and lifesaving ventilators 
they have requested. On a call with gov-
ernors Monday, Trump administration 
officials blamed miscalculations by the 
states for missteps in how supplies have 
been distributed. 

"In some cases, people are requesting 
10 times what they actually need," White 
House adviser Jared Kushner said, ac-
cording to audio obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press.

He said the problem isn't a lack of 
medical supplies in the country overall, 
but rather that they aren't all where they 
need to be. He urged governors to speak 
with hospitals to gather data on "what 
they're actually using" before requesting 
equipment.

Oregon and Washington, for example, 
have sent virtually all the ventilators they 
received from the federal stockpile to 
New York — which is currently the epi-
center of the U.S. outbreak.

It's not clear what criteria states are 
using to arrive at their requests, but data 
collected from the states by The Associat-
ed Press suggests the distribution system 
has been marked by extreme inconsis-
tencies in those asks — and in the sub-
sequent deliveries. That raises questions 
about whether the equipment has been 

distributed where it was most needed as 
the virus spread across the U.S.

Colorado, for example, asked the fed-
eral government for 4.5 million masks 
— nearly nine times as many as Penn-
sylvania, a state with more than twice the 
population and more than twice as many 
confirmed cases. Colorado received just 
over 500,000 of them — 188,000 more 
than Pennsylvania. 

Meanwhile, Virginia requested 2.2 
million respirators for health care work-
ers, while neighboring North Carolina, 
with slightly more people and about the 
same number of confirmed cases, asked 
for just 501,000. North Carolina has re-
ceived less than half what it requested, 
but still far more than Virginia.

Oklahoma, which has relatively few 
cases so far, received more masks than it 
requested and slightly more than Louisi-
ana, one of the hardest-hit states.

Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, who has 
frequently sparred with President Donald 
Trump, objected to the idea that states 
may be asking for too much. He said the 
federal government had supplied 368,000 
N95 masks and 693,000 gloves, but over 
the course of 10 days, he said the state 
goes through 1.5 million N95 masks and 
25 million gloves.

"To anyone who wants a response to 
some of the blame-shifting coming out of 
the White House, all I have to say is, look 
at the numbers," Pritzker said.

Rep. Bennie G. Thompson said con-
fusion from the White House has hin-
dered the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency's ability to do its job.

"It's been weeks since the federal gov-
ernment has mobilized its effort to get 
much-needed supplies to the states, but it 

continues to be chaotic and states are still 
struggling to get supplies they request 
from the federal stockpile," the Missis-
sippi Democrat, who is chairman of the 
House Homeland Security Committee, 
said in an emailed statement. 

By Monday, it seemed the federal gov-
ernment was trying to better align the ship-
ments of supplies with demonstrated need 
and began releasing reports showing how 
much it had delivered to certain states.

In a written response to questions, 
FEMA said all states and territories had 
received some gear but that it was priori-
tizing "high transmission areas" based on 
population and not on quantities request-
ed by the states.

It said the majority of the nation's 
stockpile had gone to hot spots, with most 
of it directed to the region including New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut.

That would be welcome news to Con-
necticut Gov. Ned Lamont, a Democrat, 
who has been urging the White House 
for weeks to consider his state. Fairfield 
County — on the New York border — 
has been hit hard. 

"I'm really happy that they're talking 
about the tristate region, the New York 
metropolitan area, thinking about the hot 
spot," he said, noting that Connecticut has 
received just 50 of the 1,500 ventilators it 
requested. "We're in this together, but we 
do need more support there."

Michigan's Democratic governor, 
who has been among the most vocal crit-
ics of the supply chain, also noted things 
appeared to be improving. On Monday, 
a document provided to The Associated 
Press by the State Emergency Operations 
Center said Michigan had received just a 
small number of the N95 masks, gloves 
and gowns it had requested as of Sunday.

But in a news conference a short time 
later, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said the 
federal government was sending 1.1 mil-
lion surgical masks, 232,000 face shields, 
2 million gloves and will be shipping 1 
million more N95 masks this week to the 
Detroit area — a hot spot. The state pre-
viously received 700 of the 26,000 venti-
lators it had requested.

"We're making some progress, and 
that it's a good thing. But we need more 
(protective gear) to continue fighting this 
virus," Whitmer said.

White House: States need to 
better calibrate supply requests
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pression, we've never missed a year," 
lamented CEO Tom Hirsig, whose event 
is scheduled from July 17-26. "It cer-
tainly wouldn't be the end of Cheyenne 
Frontier Days, but it could change the 
face of it to miss a year."

Augusta National, which includes 
some of the world's wealthiest and most 
influential people among its members, 
can weather the pandemic's financial im-
pact better than most sports institutions.

But it's going to be a much tougher 
blow for those outside the gates, who 
rely on the Masters to provide a huge 
boost to their bottom lines. It remains to 
be seen how many will still be around in 
November to reap the benefits of a re-
scheduled tournament.

The Masters is even more intertwined 
with the local community because of all 
the private homes that are rented out to 
handle the huge influx of tournament 
spectators, sponsors and media who de-
scend on Augusta each year — far more 
than can be handled by the limited hotel 
space. 

This is usually a week when thou-
sands of locals head for the beach or take 
a cruise.

Now, most everyone is stuck at home.
Sports — and some of its most iconic 

cities — have gone dark. 

From Page 29 

Sports

people, but for some, especially older 
adults and people with existing health 
problems, it can cause more severe ill-
ness or death.

All of the states without statewide or 
local orders are in the central U.S. Each 
has a Republican governor, and while 
they all have hundreds of coronavirus 
cases and some deaths, the numbers are 
significantly less than the hardest-hit ar-
eas.

The reasons behind their decisions 
vary.

Even as Iowa's coronavirus cases 
have grown to more than 1,000 with 
26 deaths and the state's medical board 
has recommended a stay-at-home order, 
Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds maintains that 

demanding people not leave their homes 
would threaten their mental health.

"We are a connected community. 
There's just that side of it as well," Reyn-
olds said. "In addition to suicides and 
domestic abuse there are a lot of down-
sides to it as well."

At the same time, Reynolds has 
closed schools and ordered the closure 
of most retail establishments other than 
grocery stores and gas stations. She ar-
gues her moves match or exceed most 
states.

North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum 
noted the rural nature of his state and 
voiced skepticism that a stay-at-home 
order was needed. 

For Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson, 
his targeted actions to slow the virus are 
intended to protect the thousands of peo-
ple who would otherwise lose their jobs, 
including employees at clothing stores 
that have remained open.

"People are making their own de-
cision to stay home, and that's exact-
ly what they should be doing, unless 
there's an absolute necessity to get out," 
Hutchinson said last week.

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, who 
has banned gatherings of more than 10 
people, speculated that many residents 
might eventually ignore tougher restric-
tions.

"What we don't want is to have peo-
ple start this too early, and then they get 
tired and start breaking the ban," Rick-
etts said.

The governors' reasoning doesn't sit 
well with some residents. 

"Not only as a nurse, but as a fa-
ther of two and a husband, I resent the 
attitude coming from our governor's 
office of 'It's just not bad enough yet," 
said Ryan Mauk, a registered nurse 

who works with intensive care patients 
in Fargo, North Dakota, and who says 
he continues to see people gathering in 
groups. "It's bad enough. And it's only 
going to get worse unless we act." 

In Utah, Wyoming, South Carolina 
and Oklahoma, where governors have 
declined to issue mandatory statewide 
stay-at-home orders, some local officials 
have taken it upon themselves to direct 
people to stay home.

Utah Gov. Gary Herbert and Wy-
oming Gov. Mark Gordon have asked 
people to stay home — a request that 
doesn't carry any penalties. In Wyoming 
— the only state with no known deaths 
from COVID-19 — Gov. Mark Gordon 
similarly has urged people to stay home.

In South Dakota, Gov. Kristi Noem 
issued a limited stay-at-home mandate 
that applies only to people in the two 
hardest-hit counties who are older than 
65 or who have chronic health condi-
tions. 

Noem's action Monday came amid 
criticism that she hasn't done enough, 
including an online petition started by 
Amy Taylor, a Sioux Falls nurse.

"My fear is that we're going to wait 
until it's too late," Taylor said.

From Page 28 Holdout
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moved on to declare surplus (for the 
sheriff office) for a Uniden scanner (Inv. 
no. B628.100.16, Serial no. 34003106), 
and its resolution for disposal. After 
that, a transfer of funds ($2.68) from 
an account, Election Board Part-Time 
(0001-1-2200-1130), to County General 
OASDI/Unemployment account (0001-
1-2000-1233) for matching Social 
Security and matching Medicare was 
approved.

More transfers of funds were 
approved, this time for $20,000 to come 
from a District 4 Personal Services 
account (1102-6-4000-1110) and go 
to a Personal Services account in all 
three Alfalfa County districts. The 
transfer, $60,000 total, was approved 
as a way to get ahead of projected 
shortfall revenue. Before the meeting 
adjourned, commissioners approved 
the FY’ 20-21 Wildlife Services 
Cooperative Agreement and invoice 
and an acknowledgment and receipt 
of a COVID-19 Action and Mitigation 
provision from Cummins Construction 
Co, Inc. 

From Page 22 

County

From Page 24 Learning
student interaction that can be recorded.

Shaffer said a maximum of three 
hours total per day are recommended 
for online classes. This causes teachers 
to reevaluate and ask themselves, “What 
was I going to cover in this nine weeks? 
Now what do I teach in this short time?” 
Shaffer explained. “We can’t cover 
everything we do in the classroom,” 
the principal said. “We’re learning a 
new system and narrowing down the 
content.” 

Shaffer said he spent Friday through 
Sunday calling students’ parents and 
reached 90 percent of them. “I had 
overwhelming good reviews,” he said. 
School was scheduled to dismiss for the 
summer on May 13. The principal said 
the instruction for long distance learning 
will continue through that date. 

Referring to the entire situation with 
COVID-19 that shut down the schools, 
Shaffer said, “I’m disappointed – 
especially for our seniors. I’d still like to 
have a prom for the kids. We’re looking 

and listening to updates regarding having 
some type of graduation. I’m hoping by 
the middle of April to know more.”

“We never would have thought of 
something like this happening three or 
four weeks ago,” Shaffer said. “This 
group of kids have never had anything 
`big’ like this happen in their lifetime – 
911 happened before they were born.”

“We’re all learning and trying to do 
what’s best for students. Something like 
this gives you a new appreciation for 
what we all have to do together. We’re 
going to do the best we can,” Shaffer 
said. 

Assistant Principal Scheck Updates 
Elementary Progress 

Assistant Elementary Principal 
and 4th grade teacher Kaynette Scheck 
said, “The South Barber Elementary 
Continuous Learning Plan is off to an 
unbelievable start. This is to the credit 
of our amazing teachers, staff, Luke 
MacKinney, our parents and students 
and the support of SCTelcom and 

KanOkla.”
Scheck said, “It has been a total 

team effort to get our plan off the 
ground and to reach all of our students 
to keep them learning and growing their 
brains every day. We could not do this 
without every single one of these people 
doing everything they can and working 
together.”

While it’s going well, Scheck said 
it’s not perfect. “This is new and very 
different. It is sometimes frustrating and 
then it is completely gratifying! I am so 
proud of everyone!”

Scheck they are still working to get 
the internet to a few families. Dr. Miller 
said they are taking health precautions 
(due to COVID-19) and are making 
some home visits to a few families to 
insure everyone has what they need. 

“For the most part our first week has 
been a success,” Scheck said. 
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
Cattle for Sale

80 1st calf Heifer pairs. Calving 
now. Byron, OK. 580-884-0179

Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

For Sale
40 head black 1st calf heifer 
pairs. 10 LBW Bred Angus 
Bulls. Excellent quality and 
disposition. 580-829-3156

Automotive
For Sale

2013 Toyota Tacoma pickup 
4x4 TRD tow package, leather, 
back up camera, 1 owner. 
$18,000. 580-596-6997

For Sale
2000 31 ft Bounder Motorhome. 
580-430-5551

Business Services
Septic Tanks Cleaned

Serving surrounding areas since 
1972. 620-482-2956

Come Back Sale
Mary Kay 40% off. Feb 26-Mar 
18. 580-748-1755

Estate Sale
23522 CR 230, Freedom, OK. 
Last Chance! Everything Must 
Go! Rain or Shine! 11:30am-
5:30pm. Sat, March 14

For Sale
Portable Buildings, overstocked, 
discounts, financing. Free 
Delivery. 580-430-6052

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

Sat, 8am-1pm. 511 13th. 
Furniture, home decor, dishes, 
tall skinny Christmas trees & 
much more

Miscellaneous
Notice/Correction

Dacoma Alumni Meeting, April 
11, 2020. Dacoma, OK

Real Estate
For Rent

in Cherokee, OK. Fully furnished 
house, 3bdrm, complete kitchen, 
washer & dryer, outside deck & 
grill. Rent by month, weekly or 
daily. 580-761-0260

For Rent
4bdrm. 2bth. Handicap 
accessible. 580-430-6052

Animals and Pets
Cattle for Sale

80 1st calf Heifer pairs. 
Calving now. Byron, OK. 
580-884-0179

Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Angus Bulls for Sale
Registered & Commercial 
Bulls. Ready to breed. 
Clay Creek Corral Farms. 
Cherokee, OK. Lon Hawkins 
580-761-0260

For Sale
26 head black 1st calf heifer 
pairs. Excellent quality and 
disposition. 580-829-3156

Business Services
Tired of Cooking?

Have Chef Seth Jordan cook 
a meal for you and your 
family in Woods County. Free 
Delivery! Can accommodate 
any dietary requirements. 
Call for pricing and menu 
options. 469-451-9861

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd St., 
Cherokee, OK. 580-596-6131

Tutor/Teacher
Experienced teacher to tutor 
pre-school through 5th grade. 
I am available to HomeSchool 
your child in Reading, Math 
and Bible Studies. MaryAnn. 
580-327-7897

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services LLC. 
For all your trailer wiring needs. 
202 W 2nd St., Cherokee, OK. 
580-596-6131

Employment
Help Wanted

Local business seeking FT 
Manager. Responsibilities 
include regular maintenance 
of equipment and scheduling 
and supervising of employees. 
Computer skills required. 
For additional information 
call 580-338-7979 or email 
accounting@tidalwavepro.com
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 852 page 22: Robert 

Owen Campbell and Julia 
Michele Campbell, trustees of the 
Campbell Family Trust, convey 
unto Goodno Family Legacy, 
LLC – series 1. A tract of land 
situated in the northwest quarter 
of section 31, township 24, range 
12 West of the I.B. & M, Alfalfa 
County, State of Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 81: Carmen 
Roundup Club, aka The Carmen 
T-5 Roundup Club, conveys unto 
Judy Elliott. Lot 19 and lot 20, in 
block 29, in the Original Town of 
Carmen. Quit claim deed.

Book 852 page 77: PreDetta 
Marie Seachris, a single person; 
Constrance Leora Roberts, a 
single person; and Cloyd Allan 
Seachris, a single person, convey 
unto Ferrell Rentals, LLC. Surface 
rights only in and to all of lot 1, 
block 1, Frazee’s Addition to the 
City of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
State of Oklahoma. General 
warranty deed.

Book 852 page 111: Juan 
A. Montalvo, a single person, 
and Juan Jose Montalvo. The 
northwest quarter of section 30, 
township 25 north, range 11, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 310: W. G. 
Tucker, II and Pamela Tucker, 
husband and wife; W. G. Tucker 
III and Janelle Tucker; Jennifer 
B. Tucker, a single person; and 
William Patton Tucker and 
Karsyn Tucker, husband and 
wife, convey unto Troyce Denee 
Tucker. A tract of land located in 
the southwest quarter of section 
9, township 25 north, range 9 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 

Warranty deed.
Book 852 page 343: Roach 

Farm and Cattle LLC conveys 
unto Kenneth L. Fellers, trustee of 
the Kenneth L. Fellers Revocable 
Trust. Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of 
section 8. Township 27, range 10 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 363: Nicole 
Allison, a widow, conveys unto 
Clay Cooper Cudmore and Hailey 
Elizabeth Cudmore, as joint 
tenants. Lots 1 and 2 and the east 
half of the northwest quarter, also 
described as the northwest quarter 
of section 31, township 27 north, 
range 10, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 852 page 1: Robert Carl 

Hill and Natalie Jean Hill, husband 
and wife, to Communication 
Federal Credit Union. All of lot 4 
and the east half of lot 5, in block 
1, Springer Addition to the Town 
of Burlington, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $15,000.00.

Book 852 page 251: John 
Koehn and Gayla Koehn, to Cleo 
State Bank. Lot 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
block 57, First Addition to Aline, 
Oklahoma. Note: $46,700.10.

Book 852 page 312: Troyce 
Denee Tucker and Christopher 
M, Tucker, wife and husband, 
to Great Plains National Bank. 
A tract of land located in the 
southwest quarter of section 9, 
township 25 north, range 9 WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$134,656.00.

Book 852 page 351: Merry 
Noel Gaff, as Trustee on behalf 
of the merry N. Gaff Living trust. 
Lots 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, block 44, 
Town of Goltry, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $38,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 852 page 22: Robert 

Owen Campbell and Julia 
Michele Campbell, trustees of the 
Campbell Family Trust, convey 
unto Goodno Family Legacy, 
LLC – series 1. A tract of land 
situated in the northwest quarter 
of section 31, township 24, range 
12 West of the I.B. & M, Alfalfa 
County, State of Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 81: Carmen 
Roundup Club, aka The Carmen 
T-5 Roundup Club, conveys unto 
Judy Elliott. Lot 19 and lot 20, in 
block 29, in the Original Town of 
Carmen. Quit claim deed.

Book 852 page 77: PreDetta 
Marie Seachris, a single person; 
Constrance Leora Roberts, a 
single person; and Cloyd Allan 
Seachris, a single person, convey 
unto Ferrell Rentals, LLC. Surface 
rights only in and to all of lot 1, 
block 1, Frazee’s Addition to the 
City of Cherokee, Alfalfa County, 
State of Oklahoma. General 
warranty deed.

Book 852 page 111: Juan 
A. Montalvo, a single person, 
and Juan Jose Montalvo. The 
northwest quarter of section 30, 
township 25 north, range 11, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 310: W. G. 
Tucker, II and Pamela Tucker, 
husband and wife; W. G. Tucker 
III and Janelle Tucker; Jennifer 
B. Tucker, a single person; and 
William Patton Tucker and 
Karsyn Tucker, husband and 
wife, convey unto Troyce Denee 
Tucker. A tract of land located in 
the southwest quarter of section 
9, township 25 north, range 9 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 

Warranty deed.
Book 852 page 343: Roach 

Farm and Cattle LLC conveys 
unto Kenneth L. Fellers, trustee of 
the Kenneth L. Fellers Revocable 
Trust. Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of 
section 8. Township 27, range 10 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.

Book 852 page 363: Nicole 
Allison, a widow, conveys unto 
Clay Cooper Cudmore and Hailey 
Elizabeth Cudmore, as joint 
tenants. Lots 1 and 2 and the east 
half of the northwest quarter, also 
described as the northwest quarter 
of section 31, township 27 north, 
range 10, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 852 page 1: Robert Carl 

Hill and Natalie Jean Hill, husband 
and wife, to Communication 
Federal Credit Union. All of lot 4 
and the east half of lot 5, in block 
1, Springer Addition to the Town 
of Burlington, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $15,000.00.

Book 852 page 251: John 
Koehn and Gayla Koehn, to Cleo 
State Bank. Lot 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
block 57, First Addition to Aline, 
Oklahoma. Note: $46,700.10.

Book 852 page 312: Troyce 
Denee Tucker and Christopher 
M, Tucker, wife and husband, 
to Great Plains National Bank. 
A tract of land located in the 
southwest quarter of section 9, 
township 25 north, range 9 WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$134,656.00.

Book 852 page 351: Merry 
Noel Gaff, as Trustee on behalf 
of the merry N. Gaff Living trust. 
Lots 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, block 44, 
Town of Goltry, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $38,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions

Tuesday, March 3, 2020
During this day there were 

three traffic stops.
6:08 p.m. – Report of a 

missing blue heeler.
7:29 p.m. – Enid Police 

Department advised of a 911 
call about a man hitting a bunch 
of horses on County Road 
720 and between Blain and 
Beckham. No one was injured.

9:11 p.m. – Caller advised 
of a dog barking all night and 
has been going on for over two 
weeks in the 1300 block of 
Oklahoma.

Wednesday, March 4, 2020
During this day there were 

eight traffic stops.
1:25 p.m. – Residential 

burglar alarm advised of an 
alarm going off in the 900 block 
of Kansas.

2:27 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male with a possible 
stroke. Medic en route with a 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital in 
Enid.

2:28 p.m. – Report of a grass 
fire east of Cherokee Airport.

Thursday, March 5, 2020
During this day there were 

two traffic stops.
2:26 a.m. – Caller advised of 

a suspicious person in front of 
Ace Hardware. Officer unable 
to locate the subject.

8:55 a.m. – Alarm company 
advised of an alarm going off in 
the 300 block of 3rd Street. It 
was a false alarm.

11:26 a.m. – Caller advised 
of a female having issues with 
her heart. Medic took patient to 
St. Mary’s in Enid.

4:45 p.m. – Report of a 
stolen radio found in Garfield 

County.
6:56 p.m. – Caller advised 

of copper stolen from a well 
site. Report was taken.

Tuesday, March 6, 2020
During this day there was 

one traffic stop.
9:28 a.m. – Caller advised 

someone was parked next to his 
irrigation and when he pulled up 
close to them, they took off at a 
high rate of speed. No vehicle 
was found or property missing.

10:11 a.m. – Caller advised 
his mother-in-law was very 
weak. Medic was needed in 
Goltry. Medic took patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Enid. 

11:33 a.m. – Medic needed at 
the Jiffy Trip for someone who 
was having trouble breathing.

5:40 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed in the 500 block of 
Massachusetts.

6:32 p.m. – Caller advised 
of an abandoned vehicle with 
a dog inside on Oklahoma 
Highway 8 and Harmon Road.

9:14 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a person who had fallen in 
the 400 block of Pennsylvania.

Wednesday, March 7, 2020
During this day there were 

three traffic stops.
 3:48 a.m. – Medic needed 

for a male having trouble 
breathing. Medic had no 
transport.

11:09 a.m. – Caller advised 
of a 2-year-old riding a bike on 
Greer Road alone.

1:46 p.m. – Report of a grass 
fire on County Road 600 and 
Jefferson Road.

1:48 p.m. – Beaver County 

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff logs

 See Sheriff  Page 45

Farm Supplies
Alfalfa Seed for Sale

580-829-1293
Straw For Sale

$5 small square bales. Wired. 
Will deliver. Mileage fee 
beyond 15 miles from Kiowa, 
KS. 580-829-3090

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Gun Cabinet. $240. 580-748-
1614

Happy Birthday Dad!
James Scribner was born on 
this day a lonnnnng time ago. 
Call 580-430-1003 and wish 
him a happy birthday!

For Sale
20004 Ford F150 XLT 
extended cab, 4x4 with V8 
$2500. 1989 fifth wheel 
camper, 29 foot $3000 
obo. Krause Tandem Disc, 
12 foot $600. Gramheome 
Chisel, 14 foot $600. Pickup 
Bed Trailer with cake feeder 
$350. Calls only 480-229-
9094. No texts

Real Estate
For Rent

3bdrm, Cherokee, OK. Text 
first to 580-596-6777

For Rent
2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-
430-1003

Russia; “.br” means Brazil.
• Misspellings in URLs 

are another good tip-off to a 
fake website. If the URL says 
corronaviruss.com, it’s best to 
avoid it. And if you get an email 
advertising a great deal on masks 
or hand sanitizer at a major 
retailer, open a window in your 
browser, search for the retailer’s 
web address, and compare it with 
the one in your email.

• Don’t assume that a website 
is legitimate just because its URL 
starts with “https.” Criminals like 
to use encryption, too.

• Don’t open attachments. 
They may contain malware. 
And you should never type 
confidential information into a 
form attached to an email. The 
sender can potentially track the 
info you enter.

• Guard your financial 

information. Be wary of emails 
asking for account numbers, credit 
card numbers, wire transfers, 
and failed transactions. There’s 
no reason to share such info via 
message or an unsecure site.

• Turn on auto updates. 
This goes for your computer, 
smartphone, and tablets. Up-to-
date antivirus software goes a long 
way toward stopping malware.

• Use security tools. Install 
an antivirus program on your 
device, and keep it up to date. You 
can also use a website reputation 
rating tool, which comes in 
the form of a browser plugin, 
to warn you if you try to go to 
potentially dangerous websites. 
Cybersecurity companies such 
as McAfee, Kaspersky, and 
NortonLifeLock offer them. But 
keep in mind that these tools 
aren’t foolproof.  

From Page 4 Schemes
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Civil Filings
Alva State Bank & 

Trust Company vs. Michael 
Ashbaker: debt collection. 

Kristina Myers vs. 
The Board of County 
Commissioners of Barber 
County: other tort.

Limited Civil Filings
Medicine Lodge Memorial 

Hospital vs. Leona A. 
Gosvener: debt collection. 

Medicine Lodge Memorial 
Hospital vs. Joseph M. Winter: 
debt collection.

Midland Credit 
Management, Inc. vs. Durwin 
C. Wolgamott: debt collection. 

Capital One Bank vs. 
Ashley N. Drake: debt 
collection.

Bank of America vs. Kathie 
Lynn Dreiling: debt collection.

Domestic Relations Filings
Brittney Danielle Wade vs. 

William R. Brown: protection 
from abuse.

Christopher S. Swayden vs. 
Chantille D. Fanning: marriage 

dissolution/divorce.
Andrew W. Paasch vs. 

Jennifer M. Paasch: marriage 
dissolution/divorce.

Andrea Kaye Forbes vs. 
Robert Forbes: marriage 
dissolution/divorce.

Traffic Filings
Zachary Bryan Blundell 

has been cited for maximum 
speed limits. ($153)

Leslyn Jo Carson has been 
cited for maximum speed 
limits. ($159)

Jessica Raeann Foulkrod 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits. ($153)

Tyler N. Prather has been 
cited for maximum speed 
limits. ($153)

Michael Duane Ramsey has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits. ($201)

Terry Dale Vaughan has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits. ($231)

James Thomas Willyard 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits. ($276)

Barber County 
court filings

From Page 44 Sheriff
asked for assistance for their 
fire.

2:37 p.m. – Caller advised 
of trees on fire 5 miles west and 
one mile south of Aline. 

7:48 p.m. – Possible grass 
fire.

10:25 p.m. – Woods County 
dispatch called for mutual aid 
for Dacoma.

Tuesday, March 3, 2020
During this day there was 

one traffic stop.
9:07 a.m. – Report of a 

fire on County Road 680 and 
Noble.

7:05 a.m. – Caller advised 
of truck in the ditch west of 
OK-11 and OK-38 junction.

9:58 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a female with a possible 
broken hip. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

Alfalfa County 
court filings

According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual 
is innocent of any charges 
listed below until proven 
guilty in a court of law. All 
information is a matter of 
public record and may be 
obtained by anyone during 
regular hours at the Alfalfa 
County Courthouse. The 
Alva Review-Courier will not 
intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If 
it appears in the courthouse 

public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper.

Felony Filings
Jarod Lee Smith, 32, 

Goltry, has been charged with 
assault and battery with a 
dangerous weapon. ($402.75)

Misdemeanor Filings
Jarod Lee Smith, 32, 

Goltry, has been charged with 
reckless driving. ($351.50)

Marriage License Filings
Keith Eugene Norton and 

Shawna Sue Hatfield, both 
of Carmen: marriage license 
with certificate. ($5)

Tuesday, March 31, 2020
2 p.m. – Report of dogs 

loose and fighting.
9:14 p.m. – Caller advised 

he was walking down OK-11 
when his service dog alerted 
him and his chest started to hurt. 
Advised he took three nitro and 
his chest still hurts. Medic took 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Wednesday, April 1, 2020
4:51 p.m. – Caller advised 

of a reckless driver headed west 
out of Goltry. 

Thursday, April 2, 2020
6:54 a.m. – Report of a 

single car rollover west of the 
OK-45/58 junction. Medic took 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Friday, April 3, 2020
10:52 p.m. – Caller advised 

of a vehicle vs. cow accident on 
OK-11 and County Road 690. 
No transport needed.

Saturday, April 4, 2020
4:56 p.m. – Deputy was 

needed at a farm on US-64 for 
an unknown reason.
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
only carry out meals. Please call 327-1822 
until noon the day before to order. Meals 
will be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is closed until further notice.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
only carry out meals. Please call 327-1822 
until noon the day before to order. Meals 
will be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is closed until further notice.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 818 
Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 

in Alva is closed until further notice.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com

www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE

& AUCTION

MURROW

580-327-1998

March 24, 2020
Barber County Sheriff’s office 

(BASO) performed multiple VIN 
inspections.

Medicine Lodge Police Department 
(MLPD) responded to a request to 
speak to an officer on W Eldorado 
Avenue.

MLPD responded to a commercial 
alarm on S. Iliff Street.

Kiowa Police Department (KWPD) 
performed multiple VIN inspections.

BASO responded to a report of 
cattle out on US-160.

MLPD performed a civil standby on 
N Oak Street.

MLPD responded to a request to 
speak to an officer on N. Walnut Street.

MLPD and BASO responded to a 
domestic disturbance on S. Oak Street.

MLPD and BASO performed a civil 
standby on E. First Avenue.

MLPD responded to an EMS call on 
N. Cherry Street.

MLPD responded to an incident on 
E. Petit Avenue.

March 25, 2020
MLPD responded to a request to 

speak to an officer.
BASO and MLPD responded to 

a report of harassment on Northwest 
River Road.

BASO performed a VIN inspection.
BASO responded to a report of a 

suspicious vehicle.
BASO responded to a domestic 

disturbance on W. Fowler Avenue.
MLPD responded to an EMS call on 

S. Oak Street.
BASO responded to a traffic hazard 

on US-281.
MLPD responded to a request to 

speak to an officer from an outside 
agency.

March 26, 2020
BASO and MLPD investigated a 

driving complaint on US-160.
BASO did a VIN inspection on East 

Washington.
MLPD did a welfare check on West 

Washington.
MLPD investigated an accident at 

East Kansas.
BASO did a welfare check on KS-

2.
MLPD investigated a suspicious 

vehicle on US-281.
March 27, 2020

BASO investigated criminal 
damage to property in Sharon.

BASO did three VIN inspections.
MLPD responded to criminal 

damage to property on South Main.
KWPD did two VIN inspections.
MLPD did civil standby on South 

Oak.
BASO responded to horse out on 

US-160.
BASO responded to an accident on 

Pleasant Hills.
Fire/EMS

March 23, 2020
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

a call in Sharon.
Kiowa EMS responded to a call in 

Hardtner.
March 25, 2020

Medicine Lodge Rural Fire 
Department, Deerhead Fire Department, 
Aetna Fire Department, Union Chapel 
Fire Department, Sun City Fire 
Department, Sharon Fire Department, 
Lake City Fire Department, Kiowa 
Fire Department, Elwood Township 
Fire Department, Hazelton Fire 
Department, Medicine Lodge EMS and 
Kiowa EMS responded to a grass fire 
East of Aetna Road.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 
a call on Southwest Twin Peaks Road.

March 26, 2020
Elwood Township Fire Department 

responded to a grass fire East of Aetna 
Road.

Sharon Fire Department responded 
to a grass fire on Southeast Tri-City 
Road.

March 27, 2020
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 

a call on W. Second Avenue.
March 28, 2020

Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 
Holmes Street.

Kiowa Rural Fire Department 
responded to a grass fire on Chieftain 
Road.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to 
a call on N. Cedar Street.

March 29, 2020
Sharon Fire Department responded 

to an unauthorized controlled burn on 
N. Main Street.

Barber County
Sheriff’s Office logs
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service after the free period, if desired.
For the students in rural areas, it 

was learned the five major cellphone 
providers were not charging for data 
overages for two months. This would 
allow parents to use their smartphones 
as hotspots.

• Grading. The school will be 
using “no fault” grading. Whatever the 
student’s grade as of March 12, it will 
not go any lower. However, grading 
from distance learning after March 12 
can enhance grades.

• Attendance. None will be taken. 
Where attendance is calculated for 
funding, the attendance through March 
12 will be used.

Feely showed board members a 
Google Classroom course created on 
the school’s website for those who are 
just beginning to use that platform. 
Teachers can view only those topics 
they need.

Teachers are also helping each other 
learn apps like Screencastify, which 
records what happens on a computer 
screen and interfaces with Google 
Classroom.

Throughout the first day back to 
school on Monday, IT team members 
monitored distance learning usage and 
were available to help. Feely said it 
went “smoother than expected.”

The school will send out a feedback 
survey in a couple of weeks to learn 
how everything worked. “Potentially 
this could be a dry run for next year 
depending on how everything falls,” 
Feely said.

Koehn commended everyone 
involved. She said in her years of 
experience in education, she’d never 
faced this situation. “I faced a lot of 
things in my life as a teacher but not 

this. It’s a real learning curve, and I 
appreciate the support,” she said. “And 
I think you’re right. I think it will make 
us better.”

“As a parent, we were using this 
this morning,” said Hansen. “It was 
incredibly easy to use Seesaw.” He said 
his kids had never used Seesaw before, 
but they were very comfortable on it.

McDermott expressed her 
appreciation for everyone who worked 
on the project. “The kids will be winners 
because of it,” she said.

Free Meal Program
Supt. Argo reported, “The food 

service staff has been amazing.” In 
the past two weeks, the school served 
over 1,200 meals. They averaged 150 
deliveries to homes per day. In the first 
week, the daily average was 185 meals, 
and in the second week it increased to 
234.

He reminded everyone that the 
meals are a free service for ages 18 
and under. On deliveries, the school is 
operating three routes to include Alva, 
Carmen and Dacoma. 

Koehn asked if there’s a need for 
volunteers to deliver meals. Argo said 
the deliveries are a way to keep the 
support staff busy, but there may be 
some need a little later.

Other Business
In financials, Argo reported that 92 

percent of the estimate of needs has 
been collected with three months still 
to go. However, revenue from gross 
production taxes is down $1.1 million 

from March a year ago.
The only fundraiser activity was 

the sale of shirts in track. Argo said 
the school will need to figure out how 
to get the t-shirts out to people who 
ordered them.

Among encumbrances, the school 
had one to R & T Diesel for the repair 
of some activity buses. Scrubbers at 
three sites (the high school, middle 
school and Washington) went down 
and will need repairs. An encumbrance 
for soil testing and removal of light 
poles in the areas around the track was 
approved, but the money will not be 
paid out until the work is done. The 
soil testing has been delayed due to 
travel restrictions.

Supt. Argo said food service 
employees sat in on a meeting with 
a food service company in March. 
The cooks were able to ask questions 
and discuss their needs. He doesn’t 
anticipate bringing anything from that 
meeting to the board until June.

The board members approved 
entering into win-win negotiations 
with the Alva Education Association 
for the next fiscal year.

Contracts for next school year were 
approved with Municipal Accounting 
Systems Inc. (MAS) and Clearwater 
Enterprises LLC. In addition to 
accounting services, MAS provides a 
student information system that has 
been very useful. The contract with 
Clearwater saves the school district 
money on gas.

From Page 6  Alva
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