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WOULDN’T BE A PARADE IN 
THESE PARTS WITHOUT THE 
BARBER COUNTY FIREWAGONS 
– Parade crowds in this area probably 
just take seeing the Barber County 
Firewagons for granted. They always 
add fun to the parade routes as they 
did at Hardtner’s 4th of July parade. 
Photo by Yvonne Miller

AN EMOTIONAL FIRST FOURTH OF JULY WITHOUT BOB STERLING – 
Taps played for those lost in the tight-knit tiny community of Hardtner, Kansas, 
this past year at the 4th of July Parade. For decades, Bob Sterling was the mo-
tivating force behind the town’s annual celebration started by his dad and their 
neighbors the Clarks. Bob’s sons Sam Sterling (left) and Steve Sterling (right) 
grew up by their dad’s side helping with the celebration along with their mom 
Sue and sister Syd. Sam has announced the parade for years and said this year 
was a hard one. Photo by Yvonne Miller 
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A real town meeting in Alva
By Marione Martin

I was very proud of Alva citizens 
Monday night. It was announced that 

a public hearing 
would be held 
about the city 
swimming pool, 
and a large number 
of people attended. 
Before the hearing, 
the business of the 
Alva City Council, 
the Alva Utility 
Authority and the 
Alva Economic 
Development 

Authority was conducted. 
The meeting started at 6:30 p.m. 

and a lot of people sat through the 
whole thing, including going out 
to stand in the lobby for 20 minutes 
during an executive session. Then 
everyone was dismissed just before 8 
p.m. The public hearing portion of the 
council meeting was continued at 8:15 
p.m. at the swimming pool.

During the approximately 
three hours of meetings, everyone 
conducted themselves with courtesy 
and consideration. Mayor Kelly Parker 
asked that there be no interruptions 
or side-talking while someone was 
speaking. Only once did he have to 
remind people of this request. 

It was still hot, even after 8 p.m., 
and everyone was sweating near the 
cool waters of the pool, but people truly 
wanted answers to questions and stuck 

it out. Most of the council members, 
the mayor and city manager stood 
during the entire question and answer 
session. Most of the questioners were 
seated. 

It was the kind of discussion you 
might see portrayed as happening a 
hundred years ago during a town hall 
meeting. The free exchange of ideas, 
questions, answers and information 
was a good representation of the 
democratic process as our forefathers 
intended. Back then people might 
have been more formally dressed, but 
the politeness and willingness to hear 
everyone’s ideas was very satisfying.

If you weren’t able to attend, a 
videotape of the meetings and the 
swimming pool hearing will be 
posted on the newspaper’s website 
at AlvaReviewCourier.com. We’ll 
probably split it into two segments so 
you can easily watch the swimming 
pool hearing only. It might answer 
some of your questions.

There will be news coverage from 
the meetings and hearing in the Alva 
Review-Courier, but there’s no way to 
include everything.

It was mentioned at the meeting that 
people appreciate how Councilman 
Daniel Winters is accepting questions 
about the swimming pool on his 
Facebook page and quickly posting 
answers. Mayor Kelly Parker is 
also using Facebook to provide 
information. 

In addition, the City of Alva has a 

new website with a section that provides 
information about the swimming pool 
proposals and costs. There are also 
photos of some of the damage and 
problem areas at the current pool. 
You’ll find that at www.alvaok.org. The 
website also has phone numbers and 
contact information for the mayor and 
all the city council members. They said 
at the meeting that they welcome your 
questions and input.

The $2.5 million GO bond election 
to pay for fixing the Alva swimming 
pool is a little less than a month away. 
I’ve heard several council members 
say they don’t care how people vote 
as long as they are informed first. 
I encourage everyone to watch the 
public hearing video, check out online 
sources, talk to people who attended 
the hearing and talk to your city 
council representative before you vote 
Aug. 13.

Another Barker Book
Last week I wrote about the 

publication of a book by Jim Barker. 
His widow Patty told me a second book 
was nearly ready. Monday I checked 
on Amazon and found it available. It 
is titled “The Best of Two ‘Barks,’” by 
Jim Barker. This book “recounts life 
in northwestern Oklahoma through 
much of the 20th century” and includes 
articles and columns written by both 
Jim and his father E.M. Barker. Patty 
told me both father and son were 
nicknamed “Bark” by friends, hence 
the book title. 
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and the floors glisten again. 
Dr. Croft apprised the board of 

summer maintenance projects to 
improve the infrastructure. She’ll 
look into masonry work around the 
front of the building as well as the 
window in the auditorium; some of 
the ag students will be moving some 
wood chips onto the playground and 
clean up in the gymnasium rooms. She 
said they have an insurance adjuster 
who is looking at the superintendent’s 
house. There are some cracks in the 
brick.

She reminded the board of 
the upcoming OSSBA/CCOSA 
conference. She said those 
organizations keep her apprised of 
the latest legislation.

The board approved encumbrances 
as follows: General Fund: 1-92 for 
$400,767.08; Building Fund: 1-3 
for $118,749.33 and Child Nutrition 
Fund: 1-7 for $43,250.00.

They also approved property and 
liability insurance coverage with 
OSRMT at $51,156.00 for the period 
of 7/1/2019 – 6/30/2020; budget 
revisions for 2018/2019; and the June 
2019 Activity report.

This meeting was the 
reorganizational one for the new 
2019-20 school year. The board 
passed pages and pages of routine 
housekeeping items that are available 
to the public by going to the school 
office if interested. A few are listed 
below: 

• Approve activities calendar and 
fund raisers for 2019/2020

• Vote to approve a contract with 
Apptegy for a school website

said Harvey’s work certainly looks 
nice. 

The board held discussion on 
the bus barn project. Dr. Croft said 
the building extends beyond the 
property line with an alley on one 
side and a gravel road on the other. 
“It’s questionable whether we’re in 
the street or not,” she said Before 
proceeding the superintendent will 
check with the Town of Burlington to 
make sure it’s okay for the building to 
extend into the street. 

One agenda item was whether 
or not to approve D&M Electric to 
repair/install electrical capabilities to 
the hog pens at the school ag farm. 
The board voted to table the matter. 
Dr. Croft said they are considering 
moving the pens which would change 
the electrical needs. They want to 
let the new ag teacher look at the 
situation. The board will revisit the 
issue. 

The board decided to purchase a 
burnisher from Jenkins & Price for 
$1,218.79. This is used to keep floors 
in good shape and shiny. Instead of 
repeating the process of stripping and 
applying wax, the burnisher heats the 
finish so you can just smooth it out 

By Yvonne Miller 
Burlington School Board 

President Terry Graham called the 
July meeting to order with all board 
members present: April Kisling, T.J. 
Rockenbach, Aaron Smith and Robert 
Hill. Superintendent Dr. Stacey Croft, 
Principal Tim Bart, and Minutes 
Clerk Tamre McGinnis also attended.

LaDonna Hoggard received board 
approval as an elementary teacher for 
the 2019 – 2020 school year. Dr. Croft 
said that Hoggard is from Cherokee 
where she’s taught. The two women 
actually taught there together for a 
while. At Burlington Hoggard will 
teach third grade, the superintendent 
said. 

Twelve month employee contracts 
were signed by the board. They also 
approved the increase of $.50 per 
hour to the support salaries.
More Burlington School Business

Earl Harvey of Alva was hired 
by the board to replace doors in the 
Early Childhood building according 
to Option 1 for $20,050 for six doors. 
Superintendent Croft said Harvey has 
replaced many doors at the school 
over the last year. Replacing many of 
the original main entrances, Dr. Croft 

Burlington School Board hires 
third grade teacher, summer 
maintenance ongoing 
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Obituaries
IRENE INEZ BUSH 

Funeral services for Irene Bush will 
be 10:30 a.m. Thursday, July 18, 2019, 

at the Cedar Grove 
Wesleyan Church 
with Rev. Nathan 
Hosier and Rev. 
Ron Olson officiat-
ing. Burial will fol-
low at the Hardtner 
Cemetery under the 
direction of Mar-
shall Funeral Home. 
There will be a vis-

itation Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Marshall Funeral Home. 

Irene Inez (Tavis) Bush, youngest 
child of the late Roy Phillip and Fay May 
(Johnson) Tavis, was born November 
28, 1928, northwest of Hardtner, Kan-
sas, and passed away July 14, 2019, at 
Alva, Oklahoma, at the age of 92 years, 
7 months and 17 days. 

She attended Eldred Rural School 
and Hardtner Elementary. Her fami-
ly moved to Oklahoma in 1937 to the 
Faulkner community. She finished grade 
school and high school at Farry, graduat-
ing in 1944. She was then employed by 
Southwestern Bell until she was married 
to Rudy Bush on April 21, 1945. Rudy 
was engaged in farming and ranching 
with his father, so the couple made their 
home there. To this union three children 
were born, Peggy, Charles and George. 

She was active in both the Cedar 
Grove Wesleyan Church and the Alva 
Wesleyan Church missionary work, and 
the Home Demonstration Club. She also 
worked with the 4-H and was awarded 
outstanding youth leader of the state, 
along with Gov. Bellmon. She loved 
people and working with them. She also 
enjoyed Ranger basketball games. 

In 1998, her best friend and love of 
her life, Rudy, passed away. She was 
also preceded in death by her parents, 
Roy and Fay Tavis; her brother, Cleo Ta-
vis; and her sister, Alberta White. 

Irene is survived by her children, 
Peggy Smith and husband Richard (of 
Kearnersville, North Carolina), Charles 
Bush (of Fairfax) and George Bush and 
wife Sally (of Alva); six grandchildren, 
Michelle Kornele and husband Bryan 
(of Derwood, Maryland), Deidre Par-
rish and husband Robby (of Kearnerv-

ille, North Carolina), Justin Bush and 
wife Shannon (of Yale), Matt Bush and 
wife Natasha (of Fairfax), Cassie Bush 
(of Alva), and Brodie Bush and wife 
Allyso (of Alva). Also surviving are 
13 great-grandchildren, Jason Kornele, 
Benjamin Kornele, Skye Kornele, Zach-
ary Rickard, Drew Parrish, Camden Par-
rish, Mikayla Parrish, Braden Bush and 
wife Taylor, Joby Bush, Alyssa Bush, 
Matthew Bush, Dray Long, Dayson 
Long, and Bryce Bush; other relatives 
and friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
Cedar Grove Wesleyan Church. 

Remembrances may be shared with 
the family at www.marshallfuneral-
home.com.

RACHEL ALLEEN MEANS 
Funeral services for Rachel Means 

will be 11 a.m., Wednesday, July 
17, 2019, at the 
United Methodist 
Church in Carmen 
with Rev. Don 
Jones officiating. 
Burial will follow 
in the Pleasant 
Ridge Cemetery 
north of Carmen 
under the direction 
of Wentworth 

Mortuary, LLC. 
Rachel Alleen (Schallner) Means, 

daughter of the late Frank and Leapha 
(Coulter) Schallner, was born October 
23, 1923, at Cherokee, Oklahoma, and 
passed away July 14, 2019, at Enid, 
Oklahoma, at the age of 95 years, 8 
months and 21 days. 

Rachel grew up in the Lambert 
area and attended Prairie Valley Grade 
School and graduated in 1941 from 
Lambert High School. On May 27, 
1941, she was united in marriage to 
Eugene Terrel Means at Enid. They 
made their home in rural Carmen all 
their married life. They farmed and 
ranched for many years. Rachel lived 
the last few years in Enid. 

She was a member of the Prairie 
Valley Methodist Church and later the 
Carmen Methodist Church. Rachel 
enjoyed quilting and card parties and 
was a member of the Busy Worker’s 

Club. 
Besides her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her husband, 
Eugene Means; her daughter-in-law, 
Betty Means; her brother, James 
Schallner; and her sisters, June Merrill, 
Donna Bowles, Jane Schallner, and Ida 
Porter. 

She is survived by her son, Terry 
Means of Carmen; her grandchildren, 
Kevin Means of Carmen and Kayli 
Means of Enid; many nieces, nephews, 
great nieces, and great nephews; other 
relatives and friends. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made through the mortuary to 
the Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation for diabetes research. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

JUDITH ANN RYBURG REED
Judith Ann Ryburg Reed was born 

on November 18, 1937, in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and 
passed from this life 
on July 10, 2019, in 
Kiowa, Kansas. She 
married the love 
of her life, Richard 
Reed, on January 
24, 1955. Judy was 
a homemaker and 
head housekeeper 
for twenty years at 

the Kiowa Hospital.
She was preceded in death by her 

parents; her husband, Richard; and one 
brother.

Judith is survived by her children, 
Mitch Reed and wife Dawn, Mark Reed 
and wife Shelley, and Jana Genter and 
husband Richard; nine grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren; and many 
other family and friends.

Graveside service for Judith will 
be Friday, July 19, 2019, at 10 a.m. at 
Riverview Cemetery with arrangements 
by Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of 
Kiowa.  Online condolences may be 
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials may be given to 
Heartland Hospice or Kiowa Public 
Library through the funeral home.

 See Obits  Page 35
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By Yvonne Miller 
As expected, the first Kiowa City 

Council meeting just days after former City 
Administrator Lou Leone’s moving van left 
town did not run without a few glitches. 
There were several questions: such as who 
would people answer to or ask questions 
of for the numerous big ongoing projects 
started by Leone in the interim until a new 
administrator is hired.

Leone was to have the 2020 proposed 
city budget finished before he left. Mayor 
Bill Watson said he and Leone went over 
his draft of the 2020 budget. The mayor told 
the Newsgram that the “council didn’t like 
his (Leone’s) proposed budget.” Apparently 
Leone had transferred money within 
accounts that was not to everyone’s liking. 

One source of contention is the 
budget for the Kiowa Police Department 
– specifically, funding for the third police 
officer who the council approved hiring 

(with two councilmembers voting no) 
this spring. At previous meetings when 
hiring a third officer was discussed, Leone 
repeatedly commented that money was 
available for the hire. 

At the July meeting when numerous 
councilmembers and the city clerk were 
speaking at once, one said that some of 
Leone’s transfers of money within accounts 
of various departments would provide 
money for the third officer hire. There was 
discussion that about $50,000 was allotted 
to the fire department budget the last three 
years and they generally spent only $15 to 
$18,000 (mainly to the equipment fund) 
annually. The remainder of that $50,000 
goes back to the general fund and then can 
go elsewhere if needed.

As the budget was addressed at the 
meeting, Kiowa Police Chief Nate Houston 
said when he saw the KPD budget prepared 
by Leone, “There were discrepancies in 
our budget.” The chief said, “It shows our 
salaries going down about $8200 per person 
and that was never discussed.” Each officer 
would be limited to 84 hours for a two week 
pay period, Houston said. 

“This leaves the police budget 
totally short,” Brewer said. The KPD 
could purchase no equipment next year. 
Councilmembers were heard saying with 
those cuts the police couldn’t even buy fuel 
for their vehicles. 

When giving his monthly report, 
Chief Houston handed council members a 
statement regarding a USDA grant for the 
KPD 2019 Chevrolet Silverado SSV he had 
considered. It said, “Due to just recently 
getting the 2015 department truck upfitted 
I decided to terminate the grant application. 
The grant offered 45 percent cost covered 
but left the city with 55 percent, which 
would’ve been taken from the equipment 
reserve account. The 2015 currently has 
42,000 miles and not all equipment currently 
would’ve retrofitted into a 2019 so I made 
the decision to halt this application. This 
new vehicle would’ve been a replacement 
to the 2015 truck and not an additional 

truck, but the equipment in the 2015 is new 
and some of the equipment may not have fit 
in the 2019 i.e. cage, radar power supply, 
and possibly more. I didn’t feel it necessary 
to purchase more equipment when what we 
currently have is new and effective.”

Looking at budget-building figures, the 
mayor said the City of Kiowa’s appraised 
value increased this year. He said the 
budget expenditures are increased by one 
and a half percent more than last year. This 
all goes into the formula that creates a mill 
levy for public entities and ultimately tax 
collections. 

While appraised value of property 
increased, City of Kiowa customers will 
NOT see an increased mill levy. In fact, 
Watson said the mill levy will be “a fraction 
less than last year,” like 7/10ths of a drop. 
According to the Barber County Tax 
Schedule for 2018, the City of Kiowa’s mill 
levy was 54.491.

The council said they are having all 
departments review their proposed budgets. 
They discussed hiring a separate auditor 
to review Leone’s proposed budget. Since 
the meeting, Watson said the council has 
instead used an agency with the state who 
helps develop city budgets. That “auditing” 
service is free, he said. 

The approved city budget is due to 
Barber County Aug. 25, Watson said. So, 
the city is in a time crunch because they 
must meet legal notice publications dates, 
etc., for the budget.

A special meeting was already planned 
to accept a bid on the city hall building 
project after the sealed bid opening July 18. 
That date is next Monday, July 22. Watson 
said they’ll most likely add the city budget 
to that meeting agenda. The remainder of 
the Kiowa City Council July meeting will 
run in separate stories. 

City officials present at the July meeting 
included: Mayor Watson; councilmen Russ 
Molz, Brian Hill, Tom Wells, Brent Shaffer 
and R.L. Simpson; City Clerk Trish Brewer, 
City Attorney Brandon Ritcha; Police Chief 
Nate Houston; Street Superintendent John 
Duvall. The public section was full of 
residents. City Council candidates (for the 
November election) Kevin Wise and BJ 
Duvall also attended.

Administrator leaves and 2020 
budget ‘discrepancies’
questioned at Kiowa City Council
City of Kiowa mill levy to decrease slightly; 
however, appraised value of property increased
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The Barber County Fair is July 25-
28 in Hardtner. There is something for 
everybody at the 99th annual fair. The 
theme is Agriculture Makes Life Better. 
Theme classes are offered in many of 
the departments. A few of the classes 
are baked foods with sunflower seeds, 
a quilted potholder with an ag print, 
artwork on a farm tool or windmill blade 
or a craft using chicken wire.

Back again this year is the Barrel of 
Plants Contest. Any five gallon bucket 
can be filled with plants and decorated. 
These will be on display around the 
fairgrounds during the fair, but must be 
entered by 11:30 a.m. on Friday, July 26, 
at the Open Class Building.

The first 4-H events are the Fashion 
Revue and Perishable Foods Contest. The 
Perishable Foods Contest is a chance for 

4-H members to make food that must be 
served hot or cold. Often entries include 
casseroles, meat dishes and frozen 
desserts. The winners will be announced 
after the Public Fashion Revue on Friday, 
July 19. It starts at 7 p.m. and will have 
20 of the 4-H members’ best clothing 
purchases modeled. This evening also 
includes talent performances by several 
very talented members. 

Another popular contest is the Quilt 
Block Contest sponsored by Barber 
County Homemakers Council. This year 
the fabrics are red, white and blue. Of 
the eight fabrics selected, a minimum of 
three must be used to make a 12 ½ inch 
block. Fabric and complete rules are 
available at Clark’s Fabric or the Barber 
County Extension Office. Entries are 
due to the Quilt Department on Friday, 

July 26, by 11:30 a.m.
From the 2018 Quilt Block Contest, 

a quilt was made and chances are being 
sold by all Homemakers Unit members 
as well as Clark’s Fabric in Kiowa, 
Kansas. The winner will be drawn at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, July 28, in the Open 
Class Building. The winner does not 
have to be present. 

Fairbooks with complete details are 
available in local businesses around 
the county or at the extension office 
in the courthouse. To enter in the Fair, 
everybody needs an exhibitor number. 
These are available from the Extension 
Office or at the fair. Contact the extension 
office at 620-886-3971.

Read next week’s paper for details on 
the rodeo, concert, livestock shows, and 
other fair activities. 

Barber County Fair starts soon

I was among some 50 persons who 
attended the Alva City Council meeting 
last evening (July 15), concerning the 
proposed municipal swimming pool. It 
was almost a three-hour meeting, with 
pros and cons for a city pool discussed. 
After the meeting, I had some thoughts 
that I wish to express to the citizens of 
Alva.

I grew up on a ranch in the Panhandle 
of Texas. I learned to swim in a horse 
tank as our town had no public pool. 
From that time on, I was hooked! 
During my public school years, we had 
to carpool 40 miles to the nearest public 
pool. It was not until my college years 
that I actually had access to an in-ground 
pool and, from that point on, swimming 

became my favorite pastime.
For the next half-century, it also 

became a big part of my professional 
career. I taught swimming at Panhandle 
A & M and NWOSU and sponsored a 
synchronized swimming group for 27 
years, which was the highlight of my 
career.

Our town needs a public pool and we 
must realize that a pool constructed in 
1939 is not going to last forever! We have 
to admit that what was new then cannot 
be new forever and requires more and 
more money to maintain with continuing 
regulations from state entities.

I was concerned that an increase 
in property taxes might be one way to 
finance the building of a new pool until I 

actually sat down and calculated that the 
taxes on my comfortable home, which 
was built in the 1950s but renovated 
many times, would only increase 
between $100 – $150 a year. Good grief! 
It costs more than that to spend one 
night in a medium priced motel for ONE 
NIGHT in this day and age!

I do believe that the cost of this new 
facility could be lowered experientially 
by eliminating many of the “carnival like” 
accessories and concentrate on building 
a pool that would accommodate all ages 
and abilities for enjoying the water with 
ample shaded areas surrounding it. If 
we could afford additional “toys,” that 
would be a topic to consider in future 
years.

Food for thought. 
Dr. Yvonne Carmichael

Letter to the Editor:

Thoughts on the Alva swimming pool
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`ALL GAVE SOME, SOME GAVE ALL’ – This float in Hardtner’s 4th of July Parade captures the theme perfectly. The 
women who grew up as the Houston sisters in Hardtner (Leysa Schoeling, Dot Tyree and Homer Masters) and their fam-
ilies created this impressive entry. No prizes were given for floats this year; however, the majority of those at the parade 
would have given this one the top prize. Photo by Yvonne Miller

THERE’S NOT A MORE PATRIOTIC PICTURE ON AMERICA’S BIRTH-
DAY – The American Legion Riders Post 69 from Medicine Lodge bring patrio-
tism that roars as loud as their motorcycle engines when they lead a parade. The 
folks at Hardtner’s 4th of July Parade always welcome this group of Freedom 
Riders, led by Ron James (in center in stars and stripes shirt) who are a favorite 
tradition of the parade. Photo by Yvonne Miller 
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By Stacy Sanborn 
Long summer days don’t have to 

mean long meetings, as the Alfalfa Coun-
ty commissioners proved Monday morn-
ing. Jay Hague and Marvin Woodall met 
briefly for their monthly meeting and 
were enough to make a quorum in the ab-
sence of Stan Tucker. 

A quick review of the meeting minutes 
from last week gave way to their approv-
al, followed by that of the maintenance 
and operation warrants, blanket purchase 
orders and monthly officer reports. 

The two commissioners were happy 
to accept seven road-crossing permits, 
most of which belonged to District 3. Its 
six permits totaled $5,625 while the sin-
gle in District 2 totaled $250. 

The last item of the agenda called for 
a transfer from a commissioners’ insur-
ance account into a T-2A account in or-
der to close it out (due to the new chart of 
accounts that was moved with the lapsed 
appropriations on July 8). 

No new business was introduced and 
the meeting ended.

Alfalfa County enjoys several 
road-crossing permits

Drowning at Ft. 
Supply Lake
By Marione Martin

A young man from Dalhart, Texas, 
drowned in Woodward County on 
Sunday. The incident occurred July 14 at 
1:37 p.m. at Ft. Supply Lake.

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol says 
Mario Sebastian-Mejia, 18, of Dalhart, 
was wading outside the swim beach 
area approximately 90 yards south of 
the boat ramp and approximately 50 feet 
east of the west shore line. According to 
a witness, the victim fell off a jetty wall, 
went underwater and never resurfaced.

The victim was located at 
approximately 6:50 p.m. in five feet of 
water by the use of side-scan sonar and 
was recovered by the use of a drag tool. 
The body was transported to the Office 
of the Medical Examiner in Oklahoma 
City.

Trooper George Hoyle of the 
OHP Marine Enforcement Division 
investigated.

Woods County commissioners 
purchase dump truck
By Trey Lunn

At the Woods County commissioners’ regular Monday morning meeting July 
15, commissioners John Smiley, David Hamil and Chairman Randy McMurphy ap-
proved transferring appropriations from the Highway District 1 M&O account to the 
Capital Outlay account in the amount of $20,000. The purpose of this transfer is to 
purchase a dump truck for District 1. 

Also present at the meeting was County Clerk Shelley Reed.
The commissioners also approved transferring $35,000 to correct the budget from 

six months to a year for equipment. This will be done from the E911 M&O account 
to the E911 Lease Payment account.

Once that had been accomplished, the commissioners approved changes to the 
requisition and receiving officers for the Health Department fund. Appointed requisi-
tion officers were Patti Dteelman and Todd Hladik. Appointed receiving officers were 
Rebecca Nuncio and Alisia Moreno. By Michael Overall Tulsa World

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — When she start-
ed physical therapy two summers ago, Izzy 
Kitterman could barely move her arms and 
needed a machine to pump oxygen to her 
lungs through a tube sticking into her neck.

But in the long hours of grueling thera-
py sessions, week after week, month after 
month, she clung to a favorite Bible verse.

Psalm 46:5. "God is within her. She will 
not fall."

It became a sort of personal motto.
"For me and for my whole family, re-

ally," Kitterman, now 15, told the Tulsa 
World.

She was coming home to Jenks after a 
summer outing at Turner Falls when traffic 
backed up at a construction site near Pur-
cell on July 17, 2017. A truck came to a stop 
on Interstate 35. And 40-year-old Erin Van 

 See Jewelry  Page 28

Oklahoma car 
accident survivor 
inspires new
jewelry line
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By Yvonne Miller
At the July regular meeting of the 

Kiowa City Council, BG Consultants 
Engineer Sam Johnson gave updates on 
several projects. BG is contracted with 
the city to do Kiowa’s major water line 
replacement, their city hall building 
renovation project and more.

Regarding the city hall project, 
Johnson laid out a dateline for bids. The 
pre-bid meeting was July 11. The sealed 
bids will be open July 18 at the city 
office at 2 p.m. Then the council plans 
a special meeting Monday, July 22, at 
7 p.m. to award the bid for the city hall 
project.

On another subject, Johnson said 
there is an additional consulting fee for a 
dangerous and unfit structure evaluation. 
This is to evaluate numerous structures 
around town. The cost of the consulting 
fee is $2,480, which the council 
approved.

Regarding the major waterline 
project, Johnson said he is working to 
get easements from approximately 20 
landowners. This is along the Tri-City 
Road that runs north and south between 

Sharon and Hazelton Kansas. Kiowa’s 
waterline that needs replaced runs along 
that road as the pipes carry water from 
Kiowa’s water supply at the wells south 
of Sharon. So far Johnson said he’s 
received four easements and continues 
to get the remainder. As he mentioned 
previously, Johnson encourages property 
owners to donate their easements to help 
keep down the cost of the project that is 
estimated at $8.2 million.

When Phase II of the water project 
starts it will replace the approximate 100 
year water pipes in Kiowa. Johnson said 
they need two $800 crossing permits 
($1,600 total) to bore underneath the 
existing railroad on the west edge of 
Kiowa. This is to install new pipes for 
drinking water distribution, he said. 
Phase I (replacing the pipes along Tri-
City Road) is much more progressed 
then Phase II, the engineer said.

City officials present at the July 
meeting included: Mayor Watson; 
councilmembers Russ Molz, Brian 
Hill, Tom Wells, Brent Shaffer and R.L. 
Simpson; City Clerk Trish Brewer, City 
Attorney Brandon Ritcha; Police Chief 

Nate Houston; Street Superintendent 
John Duvall. The public section was full 
of residents. City Council candidates 
(for the November election) Kevin Wise 
and BJ Duvall also attended.

BG Consultants Engineer
Johnson updates Kiowa City 
Council on several projects
Special Meeting Monday, July 22, at 7 p.m., to award bid for city hall project

Inmate who served 
28 years found
innocent of murder

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — A judge on 
Tuesday freed an Oklahoma inmate who 
has served nearly three decades in prison 
for a 1991 killing, saying he did not com-
mit the crime.

Corey Atchison, 48, was released Tues-
day by Tulsa County District Judge Sha-
ron Holmes, who said she believes a key 
prosecution witness was coerced and that 
Atchison was innocent of the crime.

"I don't really know what I want to do, 
because my goal all these years was just to 
be free," Atchison said following the rul-
ing.

"Great day," said Ruth Scott, Atchi-
son's mother, as she left the courthouse. "I 
knew he didn't do it. I knew he didn't do it, 
I knew he didn't do it when it happened," 
Scott said to reporters outside the building.

Prosecutors immediately filed a notice 
of appeal of the ruling and former District 
Attorney Tim Harris, who prosecuted the 
case as an assistant district attorney, has 
filed an affidavit denying he ever coerced 
a witness.

Atchison was convicted and sentenced 
to life in prison in 1991 for the fatal shoot-
ing of James Lane in Tulsa in 1990 during 
what police said was a gang-related at-
tempted robbery.

The finding of "actual innocence" by 
Holmes makes Atchison eligible for up to 
$175,000 in compensation for a wrongful 
conviction under Oklahoma state law.
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By Josh Dulaney The Oklahoman
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — With a 

mimosa handy while getting her hair and 
makeup done on a recent Sunday morn-
ing, Becky English looked as calm as a 
professional model just moments before 
posing for her first boudoir photos.

"It's great," the Yukon resident told 
The Oklahoman. "I'm having a good 
time."

Holding still for stylist Ashlee Me-
dina, English was preparing to get her 
photos taken by Southern Belles Bou-
doir, a south Oklahoma City studio run 
by longtime friends Rachel Birchett and 
Ashley Gunnin.

The photographers are riding the 
popularity of women — and some men 
— signing up for boudoir sessions as a 
way to celebrate anniversaries, birthdays 
and personal achievements like weight 
loss, or just to have good fun.

On the photo-sharing platform Insta-
gram, one account dedicated to boudoir 
photography has attracted more than 
870,000 followers. The hashtag #bou-
doir is in more than 4 million posts on 
the social media site.

Oklahomans have a keen interest in 
the art form, judging by search engine 
analytics.

From the time Instagram launched in 
October 2010 until the day English got 
her photos shot in early June, the Sooner 
State ranked No. 4 in the nation for Goo-

gle searches of the phrase "boudoir pho-
tography," as a fraction of total searches 
within a state.

And cowgirls apparently love them 
some boudoir. During the same time 
period, Oklahoma was only outdone by 
Montana, North Dakota and Wyoming.

"Once they get into it, it's really fun," 
Birchett said. "Most of the time they do 
this for a significant other — that's usu-
ally the reason people go into boudoir 
pictures. When they leave, they realize 
it's more for them. The girls get this 
boost of confidence. They get pampered 
and remember how beautiful and sexy 
they are."

Birchett and Gunnin met about 13 
years ago through their husbands, who 
were in the Navy. Both were doing 
photography on their own, but while 
stationed in Maryland, they partnered 
together in the craft and shot weddings. 
Boudoir changed the course of their 
business.

"We did our first boudoir and instant-
ly fell in love with it," Gunnin said. "We 
got to spend that one on one time with 
our clients. It was less stressful than 
the weddings. We gradually went from 
the weddings to strictly boudoir. It took 
a little bit of time. Once our husbands 
retired, we got back to Oklahoma and 
started focusing on boudoir."

Southern Belles is a body-positive 
studio that photographs women regard-

less of their body type or age. They also 
snap boudoir photos for couples.

Typically before a session, Birchett 
and Gunnin will communicate with a 
client several times to go over prepara-
tion and what to expect. Look out for 
that sunburn before coming in. Bring 
anywhere from three to five outfits. The 
studio also has a wardrobe. Sometimes 
women aren't sure what they will look 
their best in.

"They come in and they'll have a 
huge suitcase and dump it on the bed 
and we figure out what works and what 
doesn't," Gunnin said.

Hair and makeup on site takes about 
an hour. The shooting lasts a couple 
hours. It's a professional environment 
and experience. Unfortunately, there are 
those in the industry who take advantage 
of clients with cheap and quick sessions, 
uncomfortable shoots and poor photos.

"Just do your research," Birchett 
said. "Do your Google reviews. You will 
pay for what you get. It's hard to pay $50 
and get this amazing experience."

English wanted to do a boudoir 
session for an upcoming anniversary 
with her husband. The mother of two 
emerged from a room after the first part 
of her shoot, clad in a black robe cov-
ering her outfit, ready to hit the sofa for 
more posing.

"It was fun," she said. "It was exactly 
how I expected it to be."

Oklahoma City boudoir
photographers embrace its popularity

WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — A 22-year-
old Wichita man who exchanged gun-
fire with police during a chase has 
been sentenced to more than 23 years 

in prison.
KAKE-TV reports Elijah Martinez 

was sentenced Tuesday to 280 months 
for intentional second-degree attempt-
ed murder and three counts of burglary 
after the confrontation in December 
2017.

Investigators say officers began 
pursuing Martinez after a man report-
ed seeing two people stealing mail in 
west Wichita.

Police said gunfire was exchanged 
at a business and when Martinez drove 
his vehicle toward officers. He then 
fled and was pursued in a chase with 
speeds reaching 80 to 100 mph. The 
chase ended when Martinez pulled into 
a parking lot, lost control of his vehi-
cle and crashed.

Martinez suffered a gunshot wound 
to the jaw. No officers were seriously 
injured.

Wichita man sentenced for
burglary, shooting at police
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Horn, who was driving an SUV with six 
children inside, apparently didn't see it.

Van Horn died along with her 10-year-
old son, Zac Van Horn, and two of Kitter-
man's siblings, while Van Horn's daugh-
ters, Lauren and Samantha, survived with 
less-severe injuries.

Kitterman remembers waking up in the 
car unable to feel anything from the neck 
down, but the crash itself and the circum-
stances leading up to it remain a blank, she 
recently said.

A helicopter took her to a hospital in 
Oklahoma City, where she recuperated for 
a month before beginning therapy at Chil-
dren's Center Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Bethany. By the time she came home to 
Jenks, not only was Kitterman breathing 
on her own, but she helped push her wheel-
chair up the driveway.

Rehab continued three days a week at 

a Dallas facility called React, which spe-
cializes in neurological recovery. But she 
couldn't keep doing it, Kitterman says. For 
one thing, the therapy was costing $70,000 
a year, according to previous media reports. 
But it was also keeping Kitterman away 
from home half the week while going to 
school only on Monday and Fridays.

Starting this fall as a sophomore at 
Jenks High School, she will attend classes 
full-time while therapists will come to her 
house five days a week. And to help pay for 
the home visits, The Vintage Pearl recently 
introduced a line of jewelry that Kitterman 
helped design.

Each necklace comes with a quote that 
Kitterman chose, including Psalm 46:5.

"I started with the Bible verse and then 
chose other quotes with kind of the same 
theme," she said. "They were just quotes 
that I thought were inspiring and that I 

thought kind of fit with my situation."
One quote seems directed toward the 

siblings she lost: her brother, 11-year-old 
Beck Kitterman, and stepsister, 13-year-old 
Elizabeth "Lizzy" Edwards.

"Goodbyes are not forever," it says. 
"Goodbyes are not the end. They simply 
mean I'll miss you until we meet again."

On sale now, the necklaces in the Izzy 
K Collection retail for $24 to $32, with Kit-
terman's family receiving half the proceeds. 
The owners of The Vintage Pearl, a local 
jewelry company, have a daughter who 
played soccer with Kitterman before the car 
crash.

"I wanted to make everything look real-
ly cute so people would want to buy them 
and wear them even if it wasn't going to 
help my family," Kitterman said. "But I 
hope people buy them because it really will 
help my family a lot."

The Oklahoman By K.s. Mcnutt
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Okla-

homa's rainy spring has provided an ideal 
environment for ticks.

"One thing ticks don't like is being 
dry. It's good news for them," said Bob 
Brennan, Ph.D., biology department 
chair at the University of Central Okla-
homa.

That could be bad news for people and 
their pets, because the pathogens many 
ticks carry can cause serious diseases.

"Oklahoma tends to be a leader in the 
country for tick-borne illnesses," Bren-
nan told The Oklahoman.

The risk of getting a tick bite isn't lim-
ited to hikers and campers in the woods. 
Plenty of the bloodsuckers live in urban 
parks and neighborhoods.

Former UCO graduate student Mariah 
Small collected ticks using dry ice traps 
and fabric drags for 12 months at Arca-
dia Lake and Mitch Park in Edmond and 
gathered approximately 2,500 ticks for 
her research, Brennan said.

Nine in 10 were Lone Star ticks, 
which can carry agents that cause eh-
rlichiosis and Rocky Mountain spotted 

fever, the two most common tick-borne 
illnesses in Oklahoma, he said.

Small's research found about half of 
the Lone Star ticks she collected carried 
bacteria that cause Rocky Mountain spot-
ted fever and 15% carried bacteria that 
cause ehrlichiosis.

Her sampling of ticks also showed 
established populations of the American 
dog tick, deer tick and Gulf Coast tick.

Those four tick species also inhabit 
Martin Park Nature Center, the most-vis-
ited park in the Oklahoma City park sys-
tem. Gulf Coast ticks showed up three 
years ago for the first time, said Will Ha-
genbuck, head park naturalist.

"This year the tick activity was even 
earlier. We started seeing ticks emerge the 
second week of March," he said. "And 
last year we saw them all the way into 
November."

Throughout winter, ticks feed on rab-
bits and small rodents before emerging in 
spring.

Hagenbuck said park visitors can 
avoid most of the ticks by staying on the 
trails, but that's no guarantee.

Ticks are "a necessary nuisance" be-

cause they are part of the food chain, Ha-
genbuck said. They are food for reptiles, 
opossums, young turkeys, bobwhite quail 
and other birds.

Tick-borne diseases can be danger-
ous, causing everything from a food aller-
gy to red meat to to miscarriage to death.

"It's really important when you get 
home to wash your clothes and do a good 
tick check," Hagenbuck said.

Look behind ears, at the collar line on 
the back of the neck, armpits, joints, waist 
and groin, and on your socks and shoes. 
Adults may be easy to spot, but nymphs 
might look like a freckle, he said.

The earlier you check, the better, said 
Brennan. In most cases, it takes about 12 
hours or longer for a tick to transmit a 
pathogen to its host, he said.

He recommends a hot shower for 
yourself and a hot dryer for your clothes. 
Dry clothing should be dried on high for 
10 to 20 minutes. Damp clothing will 
need longer.

When it comes to repelling ticks, 
DEET doesn't work, Hagenbuck said. 
Instead he recommends applying perme-
thrin to clothing or picaridin to skin.

Oklahomans fearful of tick-borne 
diseases after rainy spring

From Page 20 Jewelry
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By Cliff Brunt
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Yo-

sef Maaroof wanted one more Russell 
Westbrook memory in Oklahoma City.

When he learned Thursday night 
the Thunder were planning to send 
Westbrook to the Houston Rockets for 
Chris Paul and draft picks, the 20-year-
old Tulsa resident planned to make the 
two-hour drive to Oklahoma City with 
friends. They wanted to take videos and 
photos in front of the large images of 
Thunder players that adorn Chesapeake 
Energy Arena during the season, hoping 
Westbrook's photo would still be up on 
Friday morning.

It wasn't, so Maaroof came up with 
a different tribute. In a video he post-
ed on Twitter, he put on the Westbrook 
jerseys he's collected since 2012 , took 
them off one by one and laid them side 
by side in front of the arena. He wore 
18 in the video, which has been viewed 
more than 85,000 times.

Maaroof said Westbrook has al-
ways been his favorite player. And the 
next addition to his collection will be a 
Rockets jersey.

"He was never perfect, but just the 
emotion he showed — he was very re-
latable, I feel like," Maaroof said. "He 
was the underdog. People have always 
just not appreciated him the way they 
should have."

With their emotional sparkplug 
gone, the Thunder, as we knew them, 
are no more. Westbrook was the last 
remaining player from the team that 
moved from Seattle to Oklahoma City 
in 2008.

Kevin Durant, James Harden, Serge 
Ibaka, Paul George and others, all gone. 

Now Westbrook.
He spent his entire 11-year ca-

reer with the Thunder, despite earlier 
chances to leave. With Westbrook, the 
Thunder won at least 45 games for 10 
straight years and reached the Western 
Conference Finals four times, including 
a run to the NBA Finals in 2012.

"It's a lot of heartbreak," Maaroof 
said as he recalled recent conversations 
with his friends. "Not to be dramatic, 
but it really feels like someone died. 
We're all 20 years old, so we all grew 
up with Russ, grew up with this team, 
pretty much through middle school, 
high school, college now."

Sure, Westbrook was a league 
MVP, two-time scoring champion and 
two-time All-Star MVP. Yes, he was a 
freakish athlete and triple-double threat 
every night. And against the odds, he 
evolved from perceived ball hog to two-
time assist leader.

But it goes beyond that for Thunder 
fans. Westbrook is from the Los Ange-
les area, and with it came the flash and 
style one might expect. But he adopted 
Oklahoma and supported the commu-
nity with his reading rooms, basketball 
camps, comedy shows and his year-
ly Thanksgiving meal at the Boys and 
Girls Club in Oklahoma City. The night 
everyone learned Westbrook was being 
dealt, he was at a comedy club in Tulsa 
for a benefit show.

"He's like the staple of the fran-
chise," Tulsa comic Hynni B said. "He 
makes you want to stand up, he makes 
you want to have heart. You know 
where he came from, you know what 
he's doing for the community. It's hurt-
ful to see him to leave."

Most of all, he'll be remembered as 
the one who had stayed. He signed an 
extension in 2016, then signed a long-
term deal in 2017, forever endearing 
himself to Oklahoma City fans who felt 
burned by Durant's departure for rival 
Golden State.

"When he stuck it out, it was like 
bro, this is our leader," said Jerry Man-
na, a Tulsa resident at the comedy show. 
"This is our guy. After he did that, I 
didn't care what nobody said. I wasn't 
accepting no Westbrook slander. No 

sir."
Westbrook teamed up with Durant 

and Harden to introduce the Thunder 
as a league power early this decade. 
At their height, the young trio led the 
franchise to the finals seven years ago, 
a loss to the Miami Heat. Now, West-
brook will be re-united with Harden.

The run in Oklahoma City wasn't 
supposed to end yet, but George left first 
for the Los Angeles Clippers, opening 
the door for an earlier-than-expected 
reboot. Thunder forward Jerami Grant 
was traded before Westbrook, and now 
Oklahoma City has added multiple first-
round picks for its rebuilding project. It 
will take time and coach Billy Donovan 
will get plenty of chances to tinker with 
his lineup and give young players ex-
perience.

The Thunder haven't been in this 
mode since the 2008-09 season, but 
Oklahoma City Mayor David Holt said 
it is time to embrace it. He notes that 
the same general manager who brought 
the success — Sam Presti — is still run-
ning the show. And that offers a sliver 
of hope for aching Thunder fans.

"We're getting a king's ransom for 
that," Holt said of the Westbrook trade. 
"He's taking what would have been a 
nuclear winter at the end of their con-
tracts and quite possibly jumping us 
into a new chapter a lot faster than we 
might have expected."

Westbrook is one of the most ac-
complished current players without an 
NBA title. In the three seasons after 
Durant left, Westbrook's Thunder never 
made it past the first round of the play-
offs, even with George. And Westbrook 
often found his way into conflict. His 
spark ignited the Thunder, but he often 
was among the league leaders in tech-
nical fouls in recent years. He has stub-
bornly defended his tendency to shoot 
more 3-pointers than his percentage in-
dicates he should.

All was forgiven once the news 
broke. Thunder fans have spent the past 
several days reminiscing about West-
brook's biggest moments — from the 
crazy scoop shot against the Lakers in 

Oklahoma City Thunder’s
rebuild will take some time

 See Thunder Page 32
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HAVING FUN AT HARDTNER’S 
4TH OF JULY PARADE – Decked 
out in red, white and blue are the Mc-
Nett siblings – Evi, almost 9; Ada, age 
3; and Ian, age 5. Their parents are 
Tyler and Gayle McNett of Kiowa. 
Mom was holding their four-week old 
brother Oen. Photo by Yvonne MillerThis photo was inadvertently omitted 

from the Hardtner Fourth of July Lil 
Firecracker winners that appeared in 
the Newsgram last week. We regret 
the error. Tucker Blevins is the Lil 
Firecracker boy winner for age 0-24 
months at Hardtners’ 4th of July cele-
bration. He is the son of Tyler and Kel-
si Blevins of Kiowa, Kansas.

A MESSAGE THAT WILL HOPE-
FULLY NOT BE FORGOTTON – 
South Barber High School student 
Aydan Bryan walks through Hardt-
ner’s 4th of July to promote the mes-
sage “Freedom Isn’t Free!” Hopefully 
her generation and those after her will 
realize the vital importance of those 
words to the future of America. Photo 
by Yvonne Miller

the 2012 playoffs, to the 50-point tri-
ple-double and game-winning 3-pointer 
against Denver that clinched the NBA 
single-season triple-double record, to 
the 20-20-20 game this past season 
against the Los Angeles Lakers.

Now, they're left with memories and 
hopes that the rebuild works out sooner 
than later. And of course, they will have 
the memories he creates when he comes 
back with the Rockets. Leslie Mahan, 
a moderator/administrator for Thunder 
fan pages on Facebook, believes the 

fans will welcome Westbrook when he 
returns.

"I honestly think that each time he 
comes back here, people are going to 
love and respect him and not boo him 
because he did a lot for the team, for 
the organization and for Oklahoma as a 
whole," Mahan said.

Westbrook will still have his fans in 
Oklahoma City.

"I'm still going to be a Thunder fan, 
but I don't plan on missing a Rockets 
game this season, either," Maaroof said.

From Page 30 Thunder
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By Tim Hrenchir The Topeka 
Capital-Journal

TOPKEA, Kan. (AP) — Often when 
inmates get out of jail, it's their drug 
dealer who picks them up, Matt Thom-
as said.

He's working to reverse that trend 
through a program that seeks to give 
such people not only a ride, but also a 
firm foundation on which to build their 
new life.

Thomas, a former inmate himself, is 
the executive director of Wichita-based 
Firm Foundations Ministries Inc.

That nonprofit group recently began 
providing Christian transitional hous-
ing for former inmates in a building it 
owns at 1620 S.W. College Ave., and 
property it rents at 2418 S.W. Central 
Park Ave.

Firm Foundations has been a "god-
send" in terms of helping former Shaw-
nee County Jail inmates avoid going 
back, said Rich Christie, coordinator 
of the re-entry program at the Shawnee 
County Department of Corrections.

While the county's re-entry program 
does all it can to prepare jail inmates for 
life on the outside, that program can't 
help them once they're released, Chris-
tie said.

Firm Foundations can, he said.
Firm Foundations was able to open 

its two Topeka locations without need-
ing to apply for any changes in zoning. 
In contrast, Louisiana-based ReEntry 
Development LLC gave up in 2017 af-
ter trying unsuccessfully to obtain zon-
ing changes that would have enabled it 
to operate a halfway house, first at 2035 
S.W. Western Ave., then at 3401 N.E. 

Seward Ave. The company encountered 
opposition at both sites.

Residents living in the area are aware 
of the presence of the Firm Foundations 
house at 1620 S.W. College, said Ardith 
Smith-Woertz, president of the College 
Hill Neighborhood Association.

"Overall, there aren't a lot of com-
plaints about the folks living there," she 
said.

The Topeka Capital-Journal tried 
unsuccessfully to hear perspectives 
from others by knocking on doors last 
week in the areas involved.

Thomas wants those living near 
Firm Foundations homes to know that 
being good neighbors is a key focus of 
the program.

"We believe in building up the 
neighborhood," he said.

Firm Foundations provides both 
housing and a Christian-based program 
to develop life skills and provide direc-
tion for successful re-introduction to 
society, Thomas said.

According to the program's website: 
"Our program focuses on multiple areas 
in the lives of each member, including 
providing the tools and resources to 
find and maintain stable employment, 
set future goals that enable them to be-
come healthy and productive members 
of society, enable spiritual and personal 
growth and teach them the fundamental 
skills of living a life for Christ."

A total of five inmates live at Firm 
Foundations' two Topeka locations, 
one of which is a three- or four-bed-
room house, while the other offers six 
one-bedroom apartments, Thomas said. 
Those opened in March or April, he 
said.

In addition, Firm Foundations oper-
ates three such sites in Wichita, and is 
about to open one in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, Thomas said.

He makes a point to avoid using 
the phrase "halfway house" to describe 
what Firm Foundations is maintaining. 

That phrase gives a negative connota-
tion, Thomas said.

Residents of Firm Foundations 
homes are required to do both indoor 
and outdoor chores.

"The house and yard have to look 
nice," Thomas said.

Residents also must stay clean and 
sober, and avoid committing violent 
acts, he said. If they don't comply, they 
get kicked out.

Firm Foundations encourages res-
idents to move on to more permanent 
housing within nine months to a year, 
though those who wish to become the 
manager for a specific property the pro-
gram maintains may stay longer.

In addition to his involvement with 
Firm Foundations, Thomas also works 
at Brothers in Blue Reentry at Lansing 
Correctional Facility.

According to the Firm Foundations 
website, his life path has been "both 
winding and bumpy."

"He was born in Oregon, sent to 
boarding school in Washington, joined 
the Navy in California, attended col-
lege in Indiana and went to prison in 
Arizona — but has been on fire for 
God's kingdom since coming to Kansas 
in 2011," that site said. "He has battled 
the demons of addiction and abuse, and 
knows the hurt and devastation this 
kind of sin can cause."

The Firm Foundations website de-
scribes Thomas as "a former convict 
who found God and reaped the benefits 
from an aftercare program in Arizona."

It says he saw a great need for a 
similar kind of program in Kansas after 
moving to Wichita in 2011.

"After two years of prayer, plan-
ning, brick walls and dead ends, God's 
spirit began to move in a mighty way," 
the site says. "An unlikely team of peo-
ple was brought together, and doors 
that had been closed for years began to 
open."

Thomas said his wife, Christina 
Thomas — also a former inmate — 
helped him create Firm Foundations.

The organization was formed and re-
ceived nonprofit status in March 2014, 
the same month in which it opened its 
first home and brought in its first pro-
gram member.

Nonprofit offers former inmates 
transitional Christian homes
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BEVERLY FAYE CURRAN WILLIAMS
Beverly Faye Curran Williams was born February 

7, 1938, to Orville and Mildred Curran in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma, and passed from this world to join her 
heavenly Father on July 9, 2019, at the age of 81 years. 
On June 20, 1955, she married Lonnie Williams. In 
her spare time, Bev was co-director and ran calls for 
the Kiowa Ambulance Service, where she was an EMT 
and instructor/coordinator. 

She is survived by one brother, one sister, one son, 
six grandchildren, five great-granddaughters and one 
more granddaughter scheduled to arrive in September, 
plus five other grandsons and many nieces and 
nephews.

Services for Bev will be Friday, July 12, 2019, 
at 10 a.m. at Kiowa Grace Bible Church. Burial will 
follow at Riverview Cemetery with arrangements by 
Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of Kiowa. Viewing will be 
Thursday from 3 p.m. until 7 p.m. online condolences 
may be made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

In lieu of flowers memorials may be made to Kiowa 
EMS, Kiowa Fire Department or the Kiowa Hospital 
District Manor through the funeral home.

From Page 8 Obits
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We Print Posters
8.5 x 11 color 40¢ each
11 x 17 color  90¢ each
on 20 lb. paper

Business Cards
250 for $40.00

All prices using your design.
Extra charge if we design.

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK  • 580-327-2200

ALVA, OKLAHOMA 73717 - WWW.SMCOK.COM
THE HOMESTEAD

580-327-4080
SHARE MEDICAL CENTER MAIN

580.327.2800
SHARE CONVALESCENT HOME

580.430.3324

SSM - St. Anthony Hospital Affiliate

SMC Downtown Clinic
580-430-3328 7:30 am - 5 pm M-F

BRYAN NUTTER, A.P.R.N. GWYNETH HOLDERBY, APRN

Convenient Hours

Convenient Location

Walk-Ins or
Appointments

DOT Physicals

Professional Building
across from City Hall
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By Elliot Spagat And Cedar 
Attanasio

TIJUANA, Mexico (AP) — Hundreds 
of immigrants showed up at border cross-
ings Tuesday in hopes of getting into the 
U.S. but faced the likelihood of being 
turned away under a new Trump adminis-
tration asylum rule that upends long-stand-
ing protections for people fleeing violence 
and oppression in their homelands.

The policy went into effect Tuesday 
but drew a swift lawsuit from the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union and other 
groups.

"This is the Trump administration's 
most extreme run at an asylum ban yet," 
ACLU attorney Lee Gelernt said. "It clear-
ly violates domestic and international law 
and cannot stand."

The policy represents the most force-
ful attempt to date by President Donald 
Trump to slash the number of people seek-
ing asylum in America. It comes at a time 
when Trump's recent tweets telling four 
members of Congress to "go back" to oth-
er countries have set off an uproar.

Trump did not mention the new prac-
tices Tuesday during a White House meet-
ing.

Under the rules, migrants who pass 
through another country on their way to 
the U.S. will be ineligible for asylum. 
Most of the immigrants arriving at the 
border this year pass through Mexico — 
including Central Americans, Africans, 
Cubans and Haitians. That makes it all 
but impossible for them to get asylum. 
The rule also applies to children who have 
crossed the border alone.

At the crossing in Tijuana, 12 people 
whose numbers were first on a waiting list 
to enter through a San Diego border cross-
ing were escorted behind a metal gate to 
a white van that left minutes later to turn 
them over to U.S. authorities.

Ndifor Gedeon, 27, arrived in Tijua-
na nearly three months ago with the hope 
of seeking asylum in the U.S. after being 
jailed in Cameroon by a government that 
has been going after the African nation's 
English-speaking minority.

He was rethinking those plans after 
hearing that he may not have a chance at 
getting asylum because of the new policy 
and if his case is denied he will be deport-

ed straight back to Cameroon.
"I feel sick," he said of the anxiety con-

suming him. "If I am sent back to Camer-
oon, I'd lose my life. The situation is very 
horrible."

He speaks no Spanish and does not 
feel safe in Tijuana, which has one of the 
highest homicide rates in Mexico. Even 
so, he prefers Tijuana to returning to 
Cameroon.

Trump has long complained that immi-
grants are taking advantage of the nation's 
asylum system to get into the country, and 
his administration has taken several steps 
to limit their options.

Many of the measures have been re-
jected by the courts, but one notable ex-
ception is a policy that requires certain 
asylum seekers to wait in Mexico while 
their immigration court cases get resolved. 
About 20,000 have been sent back to 
Mexico, and thousands more are on wait 
lists just to get to the front of the line to get 
an asylum interview.

Asylum seekers must also pass an 
initial screening called a "credible fear" 
interview, a hurdle that a vast majority 
clear. Under the new policy, they would 
fail the test unless they sought asylum in 
at least one country they traveled through 
and were denied. They would be placed 
in fast-track deportation proceedings and 
flown to their home countries at U.S. ex-
pense.

Despite the policies, record numbers 
of immigrant families have been crossing 
the border this year, overwhelming border 
facilities and authorities. Five immigrant 
children have died since late last year af-
ter being detained by the government, and 
children have been found in squalid and 
overcrowded border facilities.

The crisis has only served to intensify 
immigration as a campaign issue as Trump 
looks to rally his base like he did in 2016 
with his vow to build a wall on the border.

At a crossing in Ciudad Juarez, Mexi-
co, 10 Cuban asylum seekers were called 
by Mexican officials and led across the 
Paso Del Norte Bridge to El Paso, where 
they were handed over to Customs and 
Border Protection officers. They were tak-
en to a room where their possessions were 
searched, laid out on a table and bagged.

The immigrants will still go through 

the normal first steps of requesting asy-
lum, but will face a dramatically higher 
bar to be allowed in the country.

Lawyers who represent Cuban mi-
grants say that they are not deportable be-
cause Cuba will not accept them.

"I'd rather be in prison the rest of my 
life than go back to Cuba," said Dileber 
Urrista Sanchez, who had hoped his num-
ber would be called Tuesday, but he was 
further down the list.

Sanchez, 35, has waited with his wife 
in Juarez for the past two months, renting 
a room with money his mother sends him 
from Las Vegas.

He said his mother left Cuba years ago 
because she was part of an opposition par-
ty. In retaliation, he said, the government 
took away his job as a chauffeur, and he 
and his wife had been imprisoned for days 
at a time for being "untrustworthy."

He criticized the Trump administra-
tion's new policy, pointing out that the first 
country he was able to reach after leaving 
Cuba was Nicaragua.

"How are we going to apply for asy-
lum in Nicaragua when it's just as commu-
nist?" he said.

Derek Mbi of Cameroon was among 
nearly 50 migrants who gathered in Tijua-
na. He arrived there about a month ago, 
and more than 8,100 people were ahead of 
him on the waiting list.

Processing new arrivals has ground to 
a virtual halt in recent days, down from an 
average of about 40 names a day.

Mbi, 29, joined a wave of Cameroo-
nians who fled fierce government oppres-
sion against their country's English-speak-
ing minority by flying to Ecuador, which 
does not require a visa. From there, he 
traveled for months by bus and on foot 
through seven other countries to reach Ti-
juana.

Mbi learned about the new policy but 
mistakenly believed that it applied only to 
Central and South Americans. He hopes to 
settle with a friend in Texas.

For now, he is sharing a one-bedroom 
apartment with 13 Cameroonians in Ti-
juana and scraping by with odd jobs, like 
peeling tomatoes at open-air markets. He 
said many companies refused to hire him 
because his short-term transit permit in 
Mexico does not allow him to work.

Trump’s new asylum rules go 
into effect, and opponents sue
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By Marcia Dunn
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — 

Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins re-
turned Tuesday to the exact spot where he 
flew to the moon 50 years ago with Neil 
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin.

Collins had the spotlight to himself this 
time — Armstrong has been gone for seven 
years and Aldrin canceled. Collins said he 
wished his two moonwalking colleagues 
could have shared the moment at Kennedy 
Space Center's Launch Complex 39A, the 
departure point for humanity's first moon 
landing.

"Wonderful feeling to be back," the 
88-year-old command module pilot said on 
NASA TV. "There's a difference this time. 
I want to turn and ask Neil a question and 
maybe tell Buzz Aldrin something, and of 
course, I'm here by myself."

At NASA's invitation, Collins marked 
the precise moment — 9:32 a.m. on July 
16, 1969 — that the Saturn V rocket blast-
ed off. He was seated at the base of the 
pad alongside Kennedy's director, Robert 
Cabana, a former space shuttle command-
er.

Collins recalled the tension surrounding 
the crew that day.

"Apollo 11 ... was serious business. We, 
crew, felt the weight of the world on our 
shoulders. We knew that everyone would be 
looking at us, friend or foe, and we wanted 
to do the best we possibly could," he said.

Collins remained in lunar orbit, tending 
to Columbia, the mother ship, while Arm-
strong and Aldrin landed in the Eagle on 
July 20, 1969, and spent 2 ½ hours walking 
the gray, dusty lunar surface.

A reunion Tuesday at the Kennedy fir-
ing room by past and present launch con-
trollers — and Collins' return to the pad, 
now leased to SpaceX  — kicked off a week 
of celebrations marking each day of Apollo 
11's eight-day voyage.

In Huntsville, Alabama, where the Sat-
urn V was developed, some 4,900 model 
rockets lifted off simultaneously, commem-
orating the moment the Apollo 11 crew 
blasted off for the moon. More than 1,000 
youngsters attending Space Camp counted 
down ... "5, 4, 3, 2, 1!" — and cheered as 
the red, white and blue rockets created a 
gray cloud, at least for a few moments, in 
the sky.

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center was 
shooting for an altitude of at least 100 feet 
(30 meters) in order to set a new Guin-
ness Book of World Records. Apollo 15 
astronaut Al Worden helped with the mass 
launching. Also present: all three children 
of German-born rocket genius Wernher 
von Braun, who masterminded the Saturn 
V.

"This was a blast. This was an absolute 
blast," said spectator Scott Hayek of Elli-
cott City, Maryland. "And, you know, what 
a tribute - and, a visceral tribute - to see the 
rockets going off."

Another spectator, Karin Wise, of 
Jonesboro, Georgia, was 19 during Apollo 
11 and recalled being glued to TV coverage.

"So, to bring my grandchildren here 
for the 50 anniversary, was so special," she 
said. "I hope they're around for the 100th 
anniversary."

At the Smithsonian's Air and Space 
Museum in Washington, the spacesuit that 
Armstrong wore went back on display in 
mint condition, complete with lunar dust 
left on the suit's knees, thighs and elbows. 
On hand for the unveiling were Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence, NASA Administrator 
Jim Bridenstine and Armstrong's older son, 
Rick. Armstrong died in 2012.

A fundraising campaign took just five 
days to raise the $500,000 needed for the 
restoration. It was taken off display 13 years 
ago because it was deteriorating, said mu-
seum curator Cathleen Lewis. It took four 
years to rehab it.

Calling Armstrong a hero, Pence said 
"the American people express their grati-
tude by preserving this symbol of courage."

Back at Kennedy, NASA televised 
original launch video of Apollo 11, timed 
down to the second. Then Cabana turned 
his conversation with Collins to NASA's 
next moonshot program, Artemis, named 
after the twin sister of Greek mythology's 
Apollo. It seeks to put the first woman and 
next man on the lunar surface — the moon's 
south pole — by 2024. President John F. 
Kennedy's challenge to put a man on the 
moon by the end of 1969 took eight years 
to achieve.

Collins said he likes the name Artemis 
and, even more, likes the concept behind 
Artemis.

Collins noted that the moon-first crowd 

has merit to its argument and he pointed 
out Armstrong himself was among those 
who believed returning to the moon "would 
assist us mightily in our attempt to go to 
Mars."

Cabana assured Collins, "We believe 
the faster we get to the moon, the faster we 
get to Mars as we develop those systems 
that we need to make that happen."

About 100 of the original 500 launch 
controllers and managers on July 16, 1969, 
reunited in the firing room Tuesday morn-
ing. The crowd also included members of 
NASA's next moon management team, 
including Charlie Blackwell-Thompson, 
launch director for the still-in-development 
Space Launch System moon rocket. The 
SLS will surpass the Saturn V, the world's 
most powerful rocket to fly to date.

Blackwell-Thompson said she got 
goosebumps listening to the replay of the 
Apollo 11 countdown. Hearing Collins' 
"personal account of what that was like was 
absolutely amazing."

The lone female launch controller for 
Apollo 11, JoAnn Morgan, enjoyed seeing 
the much updated- firing room. One thing 
was notably missing, though: stacks of pa-
per.  "We could have walked to the moon on 
the paper," Morgan said.

Collins was reunited later Tuesday 
with two other Apollo astronauts at an eve-
ning gala at Kennedy, including Apollo 16 
moonwalker Charlie Duke, who was the 
capsule communicator in Mission Control 
for the Apollo 11 moon landing. Only four 
of the 12 moonwalkers from 1969 through 
1972 are still alive: Aldrin, Duke, Apollo 
15's David Scott and Apollo 17's Harrison 
Schmitt.

Huntsville's rocket center also had a 
special anniversary dinner Tuesday night, 
with some retired Apollo and Skylab astro-
nauts and rocket scientists. Aldrin was set to 
attend but was traveling Tuesday and likely 
wouldn't make it on time, a center official 
said.

Aldrin, 89, hosted a gala in Southern 
California last Saturday.

NASA spokesman Bob Jacobs said Al-
drin bowed out of the Florida launch pad 
visit, citing his intense schedule of appear-
ances. Aldrin and Collins may reunite in 
Washington on Friday or Saturday, the 50th 
anniversary of Apollo 11's moon landing.

Apollo 11 astronaut returns 
to launch pad 50 years later
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By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
WASHINGTON (AP) — Federally 

funded family planning clinics, includ-
ing Planned Parenthood, are defying the 
Trump administration's ban on referring 
women for abortions, drawing a line 
against what they say amounts to keep-
ing patients in the dark about legitimate 
health care options.

"We are not going to comply with 
a regulation that would require health 
care providers to not give full informa-
tion to their patients," Jacqueline Ayers, 
the group's top lobbyist, said in an inter-
view Tuesday. "We believe as a health 
care provider it is wrong to withhold 
health care information from patients."

The fallout from the confrontation 
between the Trump administration 
and the clinics remains to be seen, but 
groups like the American Medical As-
sociation have been warning that many 
low-income women could lose access 
to basic services like contraception. 
Planned Parenthood's announcement 
came on a day when it also replaced its 
president, although it's unclear if there 
was any connection.

The Department of Health and Hu-
man Services formally notified the clin-
ics Monday that it will begin enforcing 
the new regulation banning abortion 
referrals, along with a requirement that 
clinics maintain separate finances from 
facilities that provide abortions. The 
rule is being challenged in federal court, 
but the administration says there is cur-
rently no legal obstacle to enforcing it.

It's part of a broader effort by the 
Trump administration to remake gov-
ernment policy on reproductive health.

In a statement, HHS did not address 
Planned Parenthood's decision, but said 
the agency is committed to working 
with clinics so they can comply with the 
new rules. While abortion referrals are 
prohibited, HHS noted that clinicians 
can still offer neutral "nondirective 
counseling" on abortion.

With about 400 affiliated clinics, 
Planned Parenthood is the largest pro-
vider in the federal family planning pro-
gram for low-income women, known 
as Title X. The program does not pay 

for abortions, but until now clinics had 
been able to refer women for the proce-
dure. Planned Parenthood clinics have 
long been a target for religious and so-
cial conservatives closely allied with 
the administration because the clinics 
separately provide abortions.

Planned Parenthood acted after its 
Illinois affiliate and an independent 
provider, Maine Family Planning, an-
nounced they were dropping out of the 
federal program. Planned Parenthood's 
also abruptly announced the departure 
of its president, physician Leana Wen, 
who cited "philosophical differences" 
in a letter to the staff. Political organiz-
er Alexis McGill Johnson was named as 
acting president.

Ayers said Tuesday that Planned 
Parenthood clinics will stop accept-
ing federal money and tap emergency 
funding as they press Congress and the 
courts to reverse the administration's 
ban. She said she's not sure how long 
that backup funding will last.

The federal family planning pro-
gram serves about 4 million women 
annually through independent clinics. 
Taxpayers provide about $260 million a 
year in grants to clinics. But that money 
by law cannot be used pay for abortions.

The family planning rule is being 
challenged around the country in court 
cases that have yet to resolve the core 
issues involved. However, a nationwide 
preliminary injunction that had blocked 
the administration was recently set 
aside, allowing HHS to begin enforcing 
the rule.

Other administration regulations 
tangled up in court would allow em-
ployers to opt out of offering free birth 
control to women workers on the basis 
of religious or moral objections and 
would grant health care professionals 
wider leeway to opt out of procedures 
that offend their religious or moral scru-
ples.

Abortion opponents welcomed the 
Trump administration's action.

The religious conservative Family 
Research Council said in a statement 
the rule would "draw a bright line be-
tween abortion and family planning 

programs" and cheered the news that 
clinics that had been longtime partici-
pants are dropping out. That's "freeing 
up funding opportunities for clinics that 
do not promote or perform abortions," 
the statement said.

Social conservatives are a bulwark 
of President Donald Trump's political 
base.

Abortion is a legal medical proce-
dure, but federal laws prohibit the use 
of taxpayer funds to pay for abortions 
except in cases of rape or incest or to 
save the life of the woman.

Another requirement of the Trump 
administration's rule, to take effect next 
year, would bar clinics and abortion 
providers from sharing physical space.

The AMA is among the professional 
groups opposed to the administration's 
policy, saying it could affect low-in-
come women's access to basic medical 
care, including birth control, cancer 
screenings and testing and treatment for 
sexually transmitted diseases.

Religious conservatives see the reg-
ulation as a means to end what they call 
an indirect taxpayer subsidy of abortion 
providers.

Although abortion remains politi-
cally divisive, the U.S. abortion rate has 
dropped significantly, from about 29 
per 1,000 women of reproductive age 
in 1980 to about 15 per 1,000 in 2014. 
Better contraception, fewer unintended 
pregnancies and state restrictions may 
have played a role, according to a recent 
scientific report. Polls show most Amer-
icans do not want the Supreme Court to 
overturn Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling 
that legalized abortion.

The Trump administration's policy 
echoes a Reagan-era regulation that 
barred clinics from even discussing 
abortion with women. It never went 
into effect as written, although the Su-
preme Court ruled it was appropriate.

The policy was rescinded under 
President Bill Clinton, and a new rule 
took effect requiring "nondirective" 
counseling to include a full range of 
options for women. The Trump admin-
istration is now rolling back the Clinton 
requirement.

Planned Parenthood to defy 
Trump abortion referral rule
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
For Sale

1 Female Registered Border 
Collie puppy. 3 months old. 
Current on shots. $400. 580-
596-2780

Buying and Selling
Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Mini Schnauzer
For sale. Up to date on all shots. 
Text 619-534-2878 for details

Automotive
RV for sale

2008 Jayco Eagle Superlite, 
28.5 RLS Fifth Wheel w/ 
slide. Tires new in 2008, stored 
inside, clean, one owner. 580-
732-0046

1986 Honda Rebel 250
Low mileage. Starts/Runs. 
$1500 OBO. Call 580-327-
7701. Cash Only

Business Services
, OK. 580-596-6131

New Line
of Speed Queen Classic Washer 
and Dryer has arrived at J & J 
Appliance, 409 Barnes, Alva, 
OK. 580-327-1104. Washer 
features turnover driven wash 
action that you remember from 
decades past with deep fill 
option and no lid lock. Built to 
last 25 years

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. For all your trailer 
wiring needs. 202 W 2nd 
St., Cherokee 

Bar 74 Radiator
and Automotive Services 
LLC. Complete radiator 
services. Farm, automotive 
and industrial. 202 W 2nd 
St., Cherokee, OK. 580-
596-6131

Employment
Driver Wanted

for hauling grain and 
fertilizer. Kent Trucking, 
Helena, OK. 580-541-9599

Help Wanted
Full-Time M-F, 7:30am-
5pm. Must have Driver 
License. Pick-Up 
application at Lehl & Son 
Water Well, 132 E Okla 
Blvd, Alva

Farm Supplies
For Sale

JD 3700 Moldboard Plow, 
10 bottoms, scratchers. 580-
748-0900

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

1307 Choctaw St., Alva. 
7/20, 5:30 am-? Bedding, 
Lularoe, clothing, kitchen 
supplies, home decor, etc.
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Garage Sale
1107 Main St., Kiowa, KS. Fri 
9am-5pm. Sat 9am-2pm

Mapes Garage Sale
Fri 5-9pm. Sat 7am-noon. 1429 
Young St., Alva. Large inventory 
of items all marked cheap

Garage Sale
Alva Church of the Nazarene. 
728 College Ave. Alva. Sat 
8am-4pm

Lawn Care
For Sale

2011 Hustler 60” Superduty 
XD, 128 hours. $4000 obo. 
580-430-1012

Real Estate
For Rent

1 & 2bdrm with Washer & 
Dryer.  580-732-7181

Thinking of Moving?
Think Hi-Lo Apts. 1 & 2bdrm 
Apts. All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-0906 
or 580-748-0157. Please leave 
message if unavailable

For Sale
1980 Ridge Mobile Home 
14x50 with covered porch. 
2bdrm, 1 bth, CH/A, smoke 
free, pet free. Must be moved. 
$7000. 580-430-5113 or 580-
327-0777

House for rent
2 or 3 bdroom, tan brick, large 
living room & bathroom, 
storm shelter, patio w/ large 
shade trees. 580-748-2547

Rentals Available
Pets allowed. 2bdrm, 1bth. 
619-534-2878-text for inquiry
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ALVA STATE
BANK &

TRUST COMPANY

Specialists in
Agriculture Lending

We’ve Served You
100 Years!

VENDETTI
PLUMBING & DRAIN     
Call us today and let us take care of  
ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS!

 
    

580-871-2223
OK LIC# 071167

PROUDLY SERVING NORTHWEST
OKLAHOMA SINCE 2005

For Sale
120 Alfalfa round bales, good 
grinding hay. 580-829-2782. 
Burlington, OK

80 Acres
M/L Woods County Farm 
Ground, 5 E of Alva, 5 3/4 S 
on Dacoma blacktop, SE 1/2-
se 1/4 23-26-13, surface only, 
windmill on NE corner. For 
info contact Randy Stelling 
580-829-2601

Garage Sales
Washington ECC

Annual Garage Sale May 
25th, 8am-noon. Items may be 
dropped off starting May 17th 
at the north cafeteria door

Huge Consignment Sale
in big shed, 400 S Florida 
Avenue in Cherokee, OK. 
May 10 & 11, 8am-4pm. May 
12, 1-4pm. Lots of furniture, 
glassware, pottery, linens, 
pictures, cookware and much 
more. Come see the building is 
full. Sale by Jan’s Collectibles. 
580-829-3062
AAHEAD = Peddler’s Market
at Ruby’s in Nash, OK. Sat, 
May 11 8am-2pm. Mary Ann 
Oyler 580-819-2900

Lawn Care
Looking For

yards to mow and maintain. 
580-748-3548

Miscellaneous
40x76 Insulated

Metal Building. 700 sq’ 
apartment. 2000 sq’ open 
storage. AC in apartment, 
heat in all. Covered parking 
space. 1014 2nd St., Alva. 
For Sale or Rent. 580-829-
2601

Happy Birthday Brother
Jeff Scribner is so old today 
he can remember when the 
Dead Sea was just sick. Happy 
Birthday and don’t let the 
cons talk you into a spanking!

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm fully furnished. All 
bills paid. Rent by the day, 
week or month. 580-732-7181

House for Rent
2bdrm, 1 1/2 bth in Alva. 
Stove & Refrig included. No 
Smoking. No Pets. 580-541-
1067

For Rent
3bdrm 1bth House. 580-748-
1537

For Sale
4 or 5bdrm home with 
fenced 10 acres+. Remodeled 
upstairs, CH/A, rural water. 
Cherokee, OK. 918-225-8678

For Rent
2bdrm House. 580-327-7580
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heat in all. Covered parking 
space. 1014 2nd St., Alva. 
For Sale or Rent. 580-829-
2601

Happy Birthday Brother
Jeff Scribner is so old today 
he can remember when the 
Dead Sea was just sick. Happy 
Birthday and don’t let the 
cons talk you into a spanking!

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm fully furnished. All 
bills paid. Rent by the day, 
week or month. 580-732-7181

House for Rent
2bdrm, 1 1/2 bth in Alva. 
Stove & Refrig included. No 
Smoking. No Pets. 580-541-
1067

For Rent
3bdrm 1bth House. 580-748-
1537

For Sale
4 or 5bdrm home with 
fenced 10 acres+. Remodeled 
upstairs, CH/A, rural water. 
Cherokee, OK. 918-225-8678

For Rent
2bdrm House. 580-327-7580

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following 
individuals have been charged. 
An individual is innocent of any 
charges listed below until proven 
guilty in a court of law. All 
information is a matter of public 
record and may be obtained by 
anyone during regular hours at 
the Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier will 
not intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If it 
appears in the courthouse public 
records, it will appear in this 
newspaper.

Misdemeanor Filings
Daniel Dee Snow II, Goltry, 21,  
has been charged with public 
intoxication and threatening to 
perform act of violence ($553).

Divorce Filings
Chelsea Leeann Moore, 

Carmen, vs. Keith Jay Nelson 
Jr., Enid: divorce ($262.14).

Traffic Filings
Sara Ann Smith, Nescatunga, 
has been cited with failure to 
pay all taxes due state ($249).
Sara Ann Smith, Nescatunga, 
has been cited with failure to 
carry insurance verification 
($269).
Adam Justin Ogletree, Firistell, 
Missouri, has been cited for 
operating vehicle without a 
valid drivers license ($304).
David Leonard Newby, 
Edmond, has been cited for 
failure to obtain registration and 
title within 30 days of purchase 
($249).
David Leonard Newby, 
Edmond, has been cited for 
failure to carry insurance 

Alfalfa County court filings

 See Court Page 43
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 847 page 756: Jospeh L. 
Sieber conveys unto Shirley Joyce 
Shaklee lots 1, 2 and 3 in block 
11, Town of Jet, also known and 
referred to as New Jet, Oklahoma. 
Quit claim deed.
Book 847 page 799: Janet Kay 
Springer-Sheik, a single person, 
conveys unto Janet Kay Springer-
Sheik Revocable Trust an 
undivided interest in and to lots 13 
through 24, inclusive, all in block 
156 in the first addition to the 
Town of Carmen, Alfalfa County, 
State of Oklahoma. Quit claim 
deed.
Book 847 page 803: Eugene L. 
Colclasure conveys unto Brian 
Cook all of lot 3 in block 1 in 
Haunschild’s Lakeside Addition 
in the southwest quarter of the 
southwest quarter of section 
21, township 26 north, range 9 
west, County of Alfalfa, State of 
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.
Book 847 page 808: Tyler Rice 
and Megan Rice, husband and 
wife, convey unto Tyler Mark Rice 
and Megan Renee Rice, as trustees 
of the Rice Trust., the east half of 

the northwest quarter of section 
11, township 26 north, range 12 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Warranty deed.
Book 847 page 844: Helen S.M. 
Beisel Revocable Trust conveys 
unto Burlington Public School 
District I-001 lots 5 and 6 in 
block 2 in the Springer Addition 
to the Town of Burlington, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Mortgages
Book 847 page 744: Terry James 
Lamle and Maggie Lamel, 
husband and wife, to Alva State 
Bank & Trust Co. The northwest 
quarter of the southwest quarter 
aka west half of the north half of 
the southeast quarter of section1, 
township 23 north, range 12, 
WIM, Woods County, Oklahoma. 
Note: $72,000.00.
Book 847 page 874: Ronald L. 
Norton and Reta M. Osborne, 
husband and wife and Ryan 
Norton, a single person, to Bank 
of Kremlin. The southeast quarter 
of section 32, township 25 north, 
range 10 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $600,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions

verification ($269).
The following individuals were 
cited for speeding:
Adam Justin Ogletree, Firistell, 
Missouri, has been cited for 
speeding 11-14 mph over the 
speed limit ($264).
Kellie Ann Barney, Enid, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).
Russell Dale Taber, Prague, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

Diana Marie Robinson, Balko, 
has been cited for speeding 15 
mph over the speed limit ($264).
Fredick W. Raybourn, Arkansas 
City, Kansas, has been cited for 
speeding 16-20 mph over the 
speed limit ($279).
Joel Ivan Munoz, Enid, has been 
cited for speeding 11-14 mph 
over the speed limit ($264).
Hunter Ray Chapman, Enid, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

From Page 42 Court
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Community Calendar
Wednesday

9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-
izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is open 
for games and other activities. Exercise 
is scheduled each day at 11 a.m. Trans-
portation provided upon request.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Mon-
day. For information or arranged tours, 
call 580-327-2030.

Thursday

9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-
izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is open 
for games and other activities. Exercise 
is scheduled each day at 11 a.m. Trans-
portation provided upon request.

Noon Alva Rotary Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Mon-
day. For information or arranged tours, 
call 580-327-2030.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 

818 Lane St.
7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 

meeting is held every Thursday.
7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous will 

meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in Alva 
every Monday and Thursday.

8:15 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in Alva.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 

in Alva is open every day except Mon-
day. For information or arranged tours, 
call 580-327-2030.

Tuesday, July 9, 2019
During this day there were 10 traffic 

stops.
10:24 a.m. – Report of lost dog at 9th 

Street and Oklahoma.
10:26 a.m. – Report of vandalism at the 

bathrooms in the Carmen City Park.
4:22 p.m. – Medic needed for male with 

chest pains. Medic took patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

Wednesday, July 10, 2019
During this day there were two traffic 

stops.
3:19 p.m. – Medic needed for an elderly 

male who had Alzheimer’s and was in pain 
and throwing up. Medic took patient to St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

8:45 p.m. – Business alarm went off at 
United. All was okay.

8:47 p.m. – Caller advised of a person 
in a dress and head wrap walking west on 
State Highway 8 and Grant Road. Caller 
had never seen this person before. Deputy 
took one male to Woods/Alfalfa County 
line.

Thursday, July 11, 2019
During this day there were 10 traffic 

stops.
7:30 a.m. – Report of an unattended 

death.
9 a.m. – Medic needed for a female hav-

ing trouble breathing. Medic took patient to 
St. Mary’s Hospital in Enid.

3:02 p.m. – Welfare check needed in 
Helena. 

5:48 p.m. – Medic was needed in the 
300 block of 2nd Street for a male that need-
ed his vitals check. Medic took patient to 
Share Medical Center in Alva.

10:07 p.m. – Caller advised of a black 
Impala in the ditch with hazards on east of 
Jet.

Friday, July 12, 2019
During this day there were 21 traffic 

stops.
8:56 p.m. – Medic needed for a female 

who had fallen in her kitchen and has hip 
pain. Medic took patient to Bass Hospital 
in Enid.

9:02 p.m. – Caller advised of a young 
Hispanic couple going door to door down 
his street and woke him up. He wanted an 
officer at his residence. Officers were un-
able to locate the couple.

Saturday, July 13, 2019
1:55 a.m. – Caller advised of suspicious 

people in her alley by her house in the 200 
block of Ash. Advised they had flashlights 
in her house and trying to open the doors. 
She stated this wasn’t the first time it had 
happened and these people wait till her 
spouse is gone. She advised her son went 
outside and the suspects left in a white 
Chevy pickup.

1:43 p.m. – Report of a one vehicle 
accident at County Road 640 and Garvin 
Road. Medic took patient to Bass Hospital 
in Enid.

1:43 p.m. – Welfare check needed in the 
300 block of 2nd Street.

4:26 p.m. – Caller advised they had 
rented two cabins at the lake but only re-
ceived one key.

5:47 p.m. – Caller advised her son stole 
her car, and left it at Eagle Chief Creek. 
Caller advised his brother said he knows a 
girl in Woodward and he might be headed 
there in the vehicle. Advised he was only 
15 years old and does not have a drivers 
license. When the mom pinged her phone, 
which was in the vehicle, it showed the ve-
hicle in Covington. At 6:42 p.m. she called 
back and advised she pinged her phone 
again and it showed to be in Mullhill. At 
6:52 she called back and had the VIN num-
ber of the vehicle and advised he was north 
bound on Highway 77, south of Perry. A 
BOLO was sent out to surrounding coun-
ties. Perry PD advised they had impounded 
the vehicle. They stated the kid had hit a 
turtle and had two flat tires and also the kid 
was intoxicated. 

5:48 p.m. – Medic needed for a male at 
James Crabtree Correctional Center. Medic 
took the patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Sunday, July 14, 2019
During this day there were 15 traffic 

stops.
11:23 a.m. – Medic needed for a female 

that had fallen down her stairs. Medic took 
the patient to Share Medical Center in Alva.

12:09 p.m. – Caller advised they wanted 
to make a theft report.

2:42 p.m. – Caller wanted to report an-
imal cruelty in Aline. Deputy advised ev-
erything was okay and dog was back home.

8:53 p.m. – Caller advised her horse was 
acting funny. So she went to check on them 
and heard voices coming from an aban-
doned house. As the call was on the phone, 
she advised that a bunch of kids came out of 
the house and were standing around talking. 
Officer was unable to locate.

Alfalfa County Sheriff’s Office logs
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Real Estate Transfers
Book 144 page 341: Jarrod T. 

Inman and Samantha J. Inman, hus-
band and wife, convey unto Gerald 
W. Nimitz and Kimberly A. Nimitz, 
husband and wife, the south 60 feet 
of lots 1 and 2 in block 14 in the City 
of Kiowa. Joint tenancy warranty 
deed.

Book 144 page 347: Janet Gra-
ham, a single person, conveys unto 
Joshua D. Graham and Brandon L. 
Graham the south half of lots 7 and 
8 and the south half of the west 26 
feet of lot 9 in block 1 in the town of 
Lake City, County of Barber, State of 
Kansas. Quit claim deed.

Book 144 page 349: Gregory W. 

Stierwalt and Marla R. Stierwalt, 
husband and wife, convey unto The 
Father’s House of Worship Indepen-
dent Church Inc lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8 and 9 in block 1 to the City of Sun 
City. Warranty deed.

Book 144 page 350: Alvey E. 
Turner and Janice K. Turner, husband 
and wife, convey unto Alvey E. Turn-
er and Michelle R. Brown, as joint 
tenants, lots 5 and 6 and the north 15 
feet of lot 7, Ramsey’s Addition to 
the City.

Book 144 page 352: Arthur A. 
Sorg and Cladie N. Sorg, husband 
and wife, convey unto James T. 
Sharp, Karen Lynne Quint and Dana 
Denton lot 4 in block 1 in Deal’s Re-

plat of Highland Addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge. Joint Tenancy 
warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 234 page 159: Charles E. 

Achenbach, to The First State Bank 
& Trust Co. The southeast quarter of 
the northeast quarter of section 11, 
township 35 south, range 13 west of 
the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Note: $114,648.05.

Book 234 page 176: Sharon B. 
Kimmell, an unmarried woman, unto 
Quicken Loans. All of lots 1, 2, and 
3 and the north half of the lots 10, 
11, and 12, in block 169 in the Town 
Company’s Addition to the City of 
Kiowa. Note: $61,050.00.

Barber County real estate transactions

Criminal Filings
Richard Alan Schwerdtfeger has 

been charged with theft by deception, 
value less that $1,500.

Limited Civil Filings
Whites Foodliner-Medicine Lodge 

vs. Brandon Lukens: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Mack H. 

McMurray: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Samuel 

D. Gerred: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Seth 

Harms: debt collection.
Kiowa District Hospital vs. Kelly E. 

Loiselle: debt collection.

Kiowa District Hospital vs. Robert J. 
Maas: debt collection. 

Travelers Property Casualty Compa-
ny of America vs. Landmark Drilling, 
LLC: other contract.

Traffic Filings
Bradley Morgan Arnold has been cit-

ed for maximum speed limits ($153).
Erica Lynn Dipman has been cited 

for maximum speed limits ($153).
Aaron M. Fortune has been cited for 

maximum speed limits ($153).
Jordan Atly Hall has been cited for 

maximum speed limits ($165).
Bonz Daniel Ryan Heideman has 

been cited for maximum speed limits 
($240).

Efren Hernandez has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($213).

Makenzi Marie Mangold has been 
cited for maximum speed limits ($177).

Heather Marie Miller has been cited 
for maximum speed limits ($153).

Dalton Glen Glen Osenbaugh has 
been cited for maximum speed limits 
($171) .

Gage Daniel Shaw has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($183).

Orie Damon Stauffer defective tail 
lamp on motor vehicle ($165).

Ryan L. Sudlow has been cited for 
maximum speed limits ($171).

Rosalie Ann Tanthorey has been cit-
ed for maximum speed limits ($153).

Barber County court filings
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Do your treasures need a new home?

List them in the
Action Ads!

Garage Sales,
Yard Sales,
Estate Sales
or Individual Items

The Newsgram covers
homes in three counties.
Newsgram Action Ad deadline
is noon Tuesday.Newsgram

620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK
580-327-2200 or manager@alvareviewcourier.net
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