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Last week’s story about the 
Oklahoma Highway Patrol Cadet 
Lawman Academy contained an 
error regarding the academy’s 
location. We incorrectly stated that 
the 49th Cadet Lawman Academy 
for high school juniors was to be 
held in Burns Flat. The correct 
location is Conners College in 
Warner. We regret this error.

Correction

By Yvonne Miller 
Burlington Schools Superintendent 

Brent Rousey and the board are 
determined to get the cost of their 
building project for a new gym/family 
fitness center and cafeteria reduced from 
even the lowest bid that was submitted. 
That bid was from Lambert Construction 
Co. of Stillwater, which was $8,799,000. 
Rousey said they have to reduce costs 
and don’t want to change the scope 
of the project and keep as close to the 
original plans as possible. 

At a special meeting Jan. 11, 
Rousey and board members discussed 
cost savings measures and listened to 
suggestions from Lambert Construction 
reps Mark Lambert and Steve Hughes. 
Board members present were: Robert 
Hill, Lindsay Callison, April Kisling, 
Terry Graham and T.J. Rockenbach. 
Other school officials attending were: 
Jr/Sr High Principal Gerrett Spears, 
Elementary Principal Stan Pedersen 
and Minutes Clerk Tracy Granados. 
Other guests were: Roy Easley and Seth 
Benson of Easley and Associates.

Lambert reps presented options for 
savings and discussed alternated bid 
items. Rousey said they trimmed off 
$212,346. Those total savings came 
from: aesthetics and signage on the 
new building; some $45,000 savings by 
downsizing an HVAC unit one level to a 
30 ton unit; about $50,000 by a change 
in duct work; and $38,000 on plumbing 
fixtures.

The $521,000 cost to renovate the 
“little gym” into the school cafeteria is 
still going to happen. However, Rousey 
said they are taking the cafeteria out 
of the major building bond package. 
Instead they are financing the cafeteria 
renovation through a lease/purchase. 
“We’ll pay it back after a five-year 
period with general fund monies.” 
Rousey anticipates the cafeteria project 
can come in under cost.

Rousey continued, “We’ll act as our 
own general contractor. We feel like we 
can get some more savings on that by 
getting some local people who would 
not have bid on it because it was such a 

Burlington Superintendent talks 
reduction in costs for 
construction of new gym/cafeteria
Updates board on Sandridge Tax Protest at special 
meeting, cost to school

large project.”  
With all those above-mentioned 

projected cost-savings measures, 
Rousey said they’ve reduced the cost of 
the project to $8,045,054. 

The superintendent confirmed they 
still have $7,262,703.93 money available 
to spend on the project,

 “This leaves us $772,350.07 short,” 
he said. 

To make up that difference, Rousey 
said they have $81,000 leftover from the 
previous bond issue in the sinking fund. 
He said they also have remaining money 
in the building fund, around $600,000. 
He estimates they’ll gain between 
$175,000 to $200,000 in interest money. 

The contractors have 445 days to 
complete the project. Rousey estimates 
they’ll have everything between the first 
and middle of May – before the end of 
the fiscal year. 

Based on the data collected by 
the value engineering, Benson and 
Easley recommended accepting 
Lambert Construction for the cafeteria/
competitive gymnasium project.  The 
board approved.                  
New Restrooms at Burlington School

Rousey reported about the ongoing 
renovations to all four restrooms in the 
main school building. Federal Covid 
money is funding the renovations. He 
told the board that the previous General 
Contractor Lee Spaulding passed away 
during Christmas break. Caleb Bishop is 
in charge now with  the existing crew. 

Rousey said the restroom project 
“is looking good and progress is 
coming along well. The goal is to have 
the renovations of all four restrooms 
completed in February.”

Oil and Gas Protests mean near 
$132,000 for Burlington School
Rousey updated his board members 

regarding tax protests discussed at a 
meeting held recently in Cherokee. He 
said valuation was reduced due to oil 
company legislation that passed several 
years ago.

 See New Page 12
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By Marione Martin
Even in the early years of computers, 

we quickly learned that a reset solved 
many problems. A 
reset clears out the 
working memory 
with all those helpful 
paths to files we’ve 
accessed. It gives 
the computer a fresh 
start.

Here at the 
newspaper, the 
computer we use for 

putting together the Newsgram news 
pages is a little underpowered. It’s 
cluttered with too many programs and 
files so Adobe InDesign, our layout 
program, struggles to find enough space 
to keep going. Each Tuesday at some 
point, we can expect the program to lock 
up and refuse to go on. We can’t close 
out InDesign. We can’t do anything. 
That’s when we hit the reset button.

Our lives also need a reset from 
time to time. We need to take time to 
rest, recover and get away from it all. 
When we talked vacation, my extrovert 
husband thought in terms people and 
activities. My introvert preference was 
a remote cabin away from people. We 
usually compromised, going to the busy 
place but allowing time for me to hide 
out in the hotel room and read books.

After the last week to ten days, I 
had the need to reset last weekend. 
It all started with plumbing. When I 
showered on Wednesday, water started 
accumulating instead of going down 
the drain. I blamed it on running the 
dishwasher at the same time. I was 
wrong.

On Friday, the shower was producing 
the only water going down the drain, but 
it couldn’t keep up. My bathroom floor 
was wet. I’d worked late Thursday night 

It’s time for a reset
so the shower was late in the morning. 
I had a busy work day ahead and never 
managed to try finding a plumber.

By Sunday, I had to have a shower 
before church. Even though I turned off 
the water between rinses, my bathroom 
floor had even more water. Sunday is 
usually laundry day for me, but I knew 
that wasn’t happening unless I wanted a 
flood.

On Monday, I finally called a 
plumber. You’d think the number of 
plumbers in Alva would be sufficient for 
our needs, but they’re always booked 
up. And when you call a plumber, it’s 
usually because you need one right now! 

I had a call-back from the plumber 
at the office on Tuesday before I made 
it to work. They might be able to get 
to me. I waited hopefully but never 
heard anything. I hadn’t showered 
since Sunday, and my hair was getting 
annoying. I was nearly out of clean 
underwear, and I couldn’t wash dishes. 
Things were getting dire.

Work was crazy too. I did as much 
as I could early to finish Newsgram 
responsibilities so I could attend the 
Alva City Council meeting for news. 
That meeting lasted three and one-half 
hours. While I waiting for the executive 
session to end, I was plotting how I 
might wash my hair using a dishpan so I 
could throw the water into the backyard. 
The same process could work for a few 
needed clothes. 

After the meeting and helping to 
finish the Newsgram processing, I went 
home around 11:30 p.m. I was back at 
work about 8:15 a.m. for the Woods 
County Excise Board meeting. After 
that, I tried leaving a message with the 
plumber to let him know I still needed 
help.

Thankfully, plumbing help arrived in 
the afternoon! I had to stay bit later at 
work Wednesday as we were printing the 
first Northwestern News of the semester. 
When I finally arrived home, I started 
doing laundry. As instructed by the 
plumber, I checked the shower to make 
sure water was still draining properly. I 
decided to really test the drain flow by 
running the dishwasher. By the time the 
last load of laundry was in the dryer, it 
was past midnight. I waited to shower 
until Thursday morning.

Thursday Alva High School 
basketball began playing in the 

Pawhuska Tournament. The games 
were just late enough to delay our usual 
printing schedule. By the time I finished 
writing brief recaps of the games, editing 
photos and completing the pages. It was 
getting late. After the press run, I made it 
home somewhere around midnight. My 
nose was also starting to run with the 
beginning of a cold.

Then I had to get up for an 8 a.m. 
Community Coffee event. At 11 a.m. 
I attended the Cunningham Hall 
Dedication at NWOSU, and there were 
more basketball games in the afternoon. 
I listened to the radio broadcast, but it 
kept cutting out. Thankfully the coaches 
sent me stat sheets. 

With the Alva teams playing for 
the championships in the tournament, 
the final games of the night, we knew 
we’d have a late press night Saturday. 
However, I had lots of news stories to 
write. I managed to arrive around 10:30 
a.m. after stopping to stock up on cold 
meds, and I didn’t make it home until 
somewhere after 1:30 a.m. 

That’s when I needed a reset!
Although I hated to miss church 

services, I didn’t set my alarm. I finally 
surfaced a little past noon. I made coffee, 
took my meds and had something to eat. I 
contemplated getting dressed to do some 
work at the office, but that bed looked so 
comfortable! Next time I awoke, it was 
after 6 p.m. and dark outside. But I felt 
so refreshed!

I did a couple of tasks at the office 
and finished a load of laundry while 
watching a TV movie. Surprisingly, I 
had no trouble going to sleep again. My 
sleeping reset finished off my cold and 
restored my energy level! At some point, 
everyone needs a reset.

***
In a final note, Alva will miss Dr. 

Troy Smith who left this life far too 
soon. When my husband and I first 
moved here, we went to Dr. Gene Smith 
(no relation) for our eye care. When he 
retired, Troy took over the business and 
cared for us well over the years. I also 
appreciated the time Troy gave to the 
Alva Recreation Complex Board and 
the recent transition to the Alva Parks 
and Recreation Board. He was always 
a supporter of youth athletics. Over the 
years, my late husband enjoyed regularly 
photographing the Smith family. Our 
condolences to the family! 
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 See School Page 9

By Yvonne Miller 
At the Jan. 18 regular monthly 

meeting of the Burlington School 
Board, Superintendent Brent Rousey, 
Grade 7-12 Principal Gerrett Spears 
and Elementary Principal Stan Pedersen 
were all re-employed for the 2023-2024 
school year. Each received a $6,000 
raise. 

Spears holds two other positions 
as well. He is daycare director and 
housing landlord for which he oversees 
eight school-owned houses. The board 
approved a $6,000 stipend for the 
position of daycare director; and a 
$4,000 stipend for the housing landlord 
position.

Board President Robert Hill called 
the meeting to order with four board 
members present including: Terry 
Graham, April Kisling and Lindsey 
Callison. T.J.Rockenbach was absent. 
Also attending were: Superintendent 
Rousey, Principal Spears, Principal 
Pedersen and Minutes Clerk Tracy 
Granados.

Rousey distributed certificates of 
appreciation to the board members and 
thanked them for their service as it was 
board appreciation month.

Other guests were: Garrett Johnson, 
Alfalfa County Commissioner District 
1; as well as Seth Benson and Roy 
Easley of Easley and Associates along 
with Lindsey Morgan, Maddox Morgan, 
Heather Cumbie, Brenda Mustard, 

Burlington School Board rehires 
superintendent and two principals

Shawna Stewart, Carrie Dotson and 
Cash Dotson. 

Commissioner Johnson updated the 
school board on the bridge over the 
“stinky creek” that runs behind the east 
side of the school. No vehicles can drive 
across the old bridge. You can still walk 
across the bridge or use a golf cart, four-
wheeler, etc., Rousey said.

Cafeteria Project Update 
The superintendent discussed a 

meeting he had with the architects 
regarding the cafeteria project. He 
reported that the first item they 
recommended should be completed is 
the addition to the existing building. 
The architects are working on a list 
of the items that the school needs to 
purchase for the project. The architects 
agreed to an alternate payment plan for 
architectural fees. Rousey said that the 
projects and funding are in good shape 
as they get started. Starting the cafeteria 
project this spring sets a goal to have it 
completed in the fall of 2023.

The board and architects discussed 
more cost saving options. They voted 
to do a lease purchase and approve 
employment of Stephen H. McDonald 
& Associates as Financial Advisor. 
McDonald will assist the district in 
obtaining lease-purchase financing of 
equipment and other personal property. 

A resolution was approved for the 
lease purchase of equipment and other 
personal property; and authorized the 

President and the Clerk of the Board 
of Education and the Superintendent of 
Burlington Public Schools to execute 
all necessary documents, including the 
Equipment Lease/Purchase Agreement. 

The board approved the sheet 
presented by Easley and Associates 
and accepted the value engineering as 
recommended by them less item 4a. 

More Burlington School Business
Principal Spears said the school 

needs an account open in the name of 
the daycare for the purpose of receiving 
funds related to STAR certification. 
Rousey also discussed that the school 
needs to make a resolution regarding 
funds withheld regarding water wells 
from the school distribution without 
notification that requests funds be 
returned and the funds be repaid in 
timely manner by the school. The letter 
should be sent to the County Treasurer, 
County Clerk and to the County Board 
of Commissioners. 

The board approved encumbrances, 
change orders and warrants as follows: 
General Fund encumbrances 224-
239 for $53,737.97; change orders 
for (-$17,735.32) and warrants 612-
702 for $105,857.94; Child Nutrition 
encumbrance16 for $600.00 and 
warrants for $3,432.18. 

The December Activity report was 
also approved.

Principals Report on Student 
Activities and More

Principal  Pedersen recognized 
Maddox Morgan as elementary student 
of the month. He noted that he is 
dependable, honest, a good student, 
stands up for his friends and participates 
in numerous activities at the school. 
Maddox was also voted by his classmates 
as a character winner for his grit. 

Principal Spears recognized Cash 
Dotson as JH/HS student of the month. 
Spears noted that he is a good student, 
works hard and is respectful. Other 
teachers and coaches were quoted 
describing Cash as “a student who 
is helping change the school, one 
who represents the school well and a 
KnockDown shooter.” Staff Spotlights 
for this month were Heather Cumbie, 
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By Kathleen Lourde
The Freedom School Board voted to 

re-hire Superintendent Freida Burgess 
at its regular meeting Monday evening, 
Jan. 16.

Members present were Kyle Rhodes, 
Phillip Kirkpatrick, Robert Babcock 
and Shane Morris. Others present 
were Superintendent Freida Burgess, 
Principal Michelle Shelite and Minutes 

Freedom School Board re-hires 
Superintendent Burgess

Clerk Bryant Weber. 
As usual, the first item of business 

was approving the consent agenda. 
This consists of the discussion, 
consideration and approval of the past 
meeting minutes; treasurer’s report; 
encumbrances for general, building and 
child nutrition funds; signing warrants 
for the same funds; and updating a large 
number of district policies. 

The board then went into executive 
session to discuss the evaluation of 
Superintendent Freida Burgess. After 
return to open session, Morris made 
the motion, seconded by Kirkpatrick, to 
approve the superintendent’s evaluation 
and hire her as superintendent for the 
2024 fiscal year.  

The board also approved the 2023-24 
school year calendar.

By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The 

office of Oklahoma’s new attorney 
general confirmed Monday that it 
will take over two separate criminal 
investigations into alleged misuse of 
public funds at state agencies, including 
the tourism department’s contract with a 
barbecue restaurant.

A criminal probe into the barbecue 
deal involving the Oklahoma Tourism 
and Recreation Department and a 
separate corruption investigation at 
the Commissioners of the Land Office 
will be transferred from the Oklahoma 
County District Attorney’s Office to 
the office of Attorney General Gentner 
Drummond.

Former Oklahoma County District 
Attorney David Prater asked the 
Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation 

to look into both matters last year. An 
OSBI spokesperson confirmed Monday 
that both investigations are ongoing. The 
transfer of the investigations was first 
reported by the online news organization 
The Frontier.

“This case includes allegations of 
fraud involving millions of dollars in 
taxpayer funds,” Drummond said about 
the investigation into a multimillion-
dollar contract between the Tourism 
Department and Swadley’s Bar-B-Q to 
renovate and rebrand restaurants at state 
parks. “The Office of Attorney General 
is the appropriate entity to determine if 
the findings merit prosecution and, if 
they do, to prosecute any wrongdoers. 
One of my top priorities in this office 
is to end the culture of corruption and 
scandal.”

A state watchdog agency told state 

lawmakers last year that under the 
contract, the state agreed to subsidize 
the restaurant’s financial losses, which 
ultimately cost the state $2.1 million, 
and pay the restaurant management 
fees of $1.34 million. In addition, the 
restaurant company served as the general 
contractor overseeing the construction 
and charged the state management 
and consulting fees on virtually every 
invoice that ranged from 5% to as much 
as 35%.

Officials with Swadley’s Bar-B-Q 
have denied wrongdoing.

In the investigation into the 
Commissioners of the Land Office, the 
Tulsa World newspaper reported that 
the CLO’S secretary, Elliot Chambers, 
fired the agency’s internal auditor after 
she questioned him about his personal 
investment relationship with Victorum 
Capital, which was being paid by the 
CLO as a consultant on investments. 
Chambers later resigned.

Both the Oklahoma Tourism 
and Recreation Department and the 
Commissioners of the Land Office were 
headed by officials selected by Gov. 
Kevin Stitt. Drummond, a Republican, 
defeated Stitt’s handpicked Attorney 
General John O’Connor in a GOP 
primary last year.

“Governor Stitt fully supports the 
continuation of these investigations 
he called for to ensure taxpayers 
are protected and looks forward to 
the continued impartiality of the 
investigations to uphold the rule of law 
and shine a light on corruption in state 
government,” Stitt spokesperson Carly 
Atchison said in a statement.

New Oklahoma AG takes over probe of agency’s barbecue deal
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On January 14, 2023, Waynoka FFA 
members, Breya Beck, Marlie Pitts, 
Hunter Durkee and Jorjia Durkee vol-
unteered their time to be ambassadors 
at the “Youth Led Expo” in Wood-
ward, Oklahoma. Hunter helped sort 
pigs through the gate while Jorgia 
marked off names as showman went 
through. Marlie and Breya helped 
work the gate and assisted the show-
man in the holding ring. Breya also 
judged her first showmanship contest 
during this event. Pictured is Breya 
Beck “Giving Reasons” on adult 
showmanship.

Brenda Mustard and Shawna Stewart, 
who are all paras at the school. Mr. 
Spears commended them on doing a 
great job with our kids and for always 
being willing to pitch in wherever 
needed. He stated that the school is 
lucky to have them on staff. 

Principal Pedersen reported that five 
additional elementary teachers have 
started LETRS training. Elementary 
enrollment has increased by a couple 
and now stands at 88 students from 
Pre-K through 6th grade. Elementary 
basketball ended and the students 
showed growth throughout the season. 
State testing for 3rd-6th  grade will 
begin April 20th. 

Upcoming events include the 1st 
through 8th grade Spelling Bee on 
January 24 at 8 a.m. in the auditorium. 
Reading with Parents on February 
7th and this month’s Character Ed 
Assembly is on January 26th. He also 
noted that elementary teachers are 
utilizing Imagine Learning to assist 

From Page 6 School
with reading on a trial basis. The 
administration is actively working 
on ways to enhance the elementary 
classwork for next year, which may 
include STEAM as part of the normal 
class day. 

Spears reported there are lots of 
activities happening this spring. High 
School Basketball is playing in the 
Cherokee Strip Tournament January 
19th through 20th. JH Baseball, Track 
and Golf will all be starting after 
basketball season and playoffs wrap 
up. There will be a winter formal this 
year for 7th through 12th grade and FFA 
will have their Project/Service Auction 
in the spring. A list of all upcoming 
activities can be found on the school 
website. Teachers have reported that 
they like using No Red Ink, want to 
keep and have seen 95% of students 
raise their benchmark. STEAM is 
going great and will be expanding 
to include some students getting to 
compete in STEAM competitions 

By John Hanna
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Democratic 

Gov. Laura Kelly is preparing to outline 
what she is likely to call a middle-of-the-
road agenda for a Republican-controlled 
Kansas Legislature that already expects 
to ditch much of what she’ll propose 
in favor of more conservative ideas on 
taxes and education.

Kelly was scheduled to give the 
annual State of the State address 
Tuesday evening to a joint session of the 
state House and Senate. She previously 
outlined several proposals for cutting 
taxes that include eliminating the state’s 
4% sales tax on groceries by April 1.

Other proposals, including expansion 
of the state’s Medicaid coverage for the 
needy and elderly, previously have been 
blocked by GOP lawmakers.

Kelly’s address was scheduled hours 
after hundreds of abortion opponents 
and parochial school students rallied 
outside the Statehouse to mark last 
Sunday’s 50th anniversary of the Roe 
v. Wade decision, which the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned last year. But 
Kansas anti-abortion groups suffered a 
decisive political loss in August, when 

a statewide vote strongly affirmed 
protection for abortion rights under the 
Kansas Constitution.

Kelly applauded the August vote 
but hasn’t emphasized abortion as an 
issue. GOP lawmakers expect to push for 
millions of dollars in new funding for anti-
abortion pregnancy counseling centers.

House Speaker Dan Hawkins, 
a Wichita Republican, opened his 
remarks at the anti-abortion rally with, 
“Good afternoon, God’s warriors!” and 
promised, “We will continue to fight.”

Top Republican legislators have 
outlined their own agenda, which 
features ideas in vogue in other GOP-led 
states. They include allowing parents to 
claim tax dollars previously earmarked 
for public schools to cover private or 
home schooling costs. Iowa’s GOP-
controlled Legislature approved such a 
plan early Tuesday.

GOP legislators in Kansas also have 
talked about pursuing restrictions on how 
public schools discuss gender and sexuality, 
like what critics call Florida’s “Don’t Say 
Gay” law. Kelly and Republican leaders 
also differ strongly on tax cuts.

Kelly had been scheduled to give the 

State of the State on Jan. 11 but tested 
positive for COVID-19 the day before, 
only to learn later it was a false positive. 
Her office went ahead with releasing her 
proposed $24.1 billion state budget for 
the 2024 fiscal year beginning July 1.

Kelly narrowly won reelection in 
November and opened her second term 
earlier this month by saying in her 
inaugural address that it’s best to govern 
Kansas from “where the left and right 
come together.” She has repeatedly 
touched on that theme in major speeches.

But the Democratic governor also 
has previously vetoed GOP proposals 
on education and banning transgender 
athletes from girls’ and women’s 
K-12, club and college sports. Earlier 
this month, she dismissed the idea of 
restricting what schools teach about 
gender and sexuality.

The governor was cold Monday to a 
tax-cutting proposal from Republicans 
and the powerful Kansas Chamber of 
Commerce. It would switch Kansas to a 
“flat” income tax with a single rate each 
for individuals and corporations, rather 
than three for individuals and two for 
corporations.

Kansas governor to outline agenda for skeptical lawmakers
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Oil and gas company Sandridge 
had protested some taxes (valuation of 
property) on water disposal wells in 
Burlington’s school district. 

“They (Sandridge) didn’t meet 
any of their paperwork deadlines until 
11 months after the taxes had been 
assessed,” Rousey said. 

“They paid us that money last year. 
That money was already in our hands 
– already in our budget. Then a judge 
ruled in their favor on valuations. That 
amounted to about $132,000 to $133,000 
of tax money that was withheld from our 

county evaluation.” “Sandridge wants 
the money back.”

Rousey provided specific figures to 
tell of Burlington’s loss from Sandridge: 
from the Building 

Fund -- $15,575.74; from the General 
Fund -- $108,972.88; from the sinking 
fund $6,757.12; and $3117.07 out of the 
county formula on their ad valorem tax.

“We sent a letter to three entities 
to tell them we would like that money 
and we would negotiate how to pay that 
money back. We are digging our heels in 
a little bit,” Rousey said.

From Page 2 New
The Oklahoma State Department of 

Health District 1 Mobile Wellness Unit 
(MWU) offers public health services 
across northwest Oklahoma. In celebration 
of National Patient Recognition in 
February, the Mobile Wellness Unit will 
be hosting Client Appreciation events 
offering children dental varnish and blood 
pressure screenings free of charge at select 
locations.
“Showing our appreciation to the 
communities that have welcomed the 
Mobile Wellness Unit is very important 
to us.  We value all of our patients 
and want to continue providing care 
in these rural communities for years to 
come,” said Ashley Ferguson, District 
1 County Health Department Regional 
administrative director. “It is also 
important to remind the public to take 
advantage of this opportunity to visit 
with the staff and learn more about the 
many programs that are offered on the 
Mobile Wellness Unit.”

Services offered by the MWU include: 
Women Infant and Children (WIC) 
visits, family planning visits, sexually 
transmitted infection (STI) exams, 
women’s exams, immunizations, general 
sick visits, annual child visits, Covid-19 
testing and vaccinations, school/sports 
physicals, flu vaccinations, cholesterol 
and blood pressure screenings and other 
public health services.

The OSDH District 1 Mobile Wellness 
Unit will be at the following locations in 
February:

WOODS COUNTY
February 1, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 

Freedom Public Schools Football Field, 1138 
Eagle Pass, Freedom

February 16, 2023 - 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
Zooks Country Market, 122 Main Street, 

Waynoka
For more information about the MWU, 

call 405-301-9085 or visit Oklahoma.gov/
health/CHD.

District 1 Mobile Wellness 
Unit celebrates patient 
appreciation in Woods 
County

Feb. 10 is the last day to apply for 
voter registration in order to be eligible 
to vote in the March 7, 2023, Special 
Election, Alfalfa County Election Board 
Secretary Stephanie Jantz said today. 

Jantz said that persons who are United 
States citizens, residents of Oklahoma, 
and at least 17 ½ years old are eligible 
to apply for voter registration. However, 
you must be at least 18 years old to vote. 

Applications must be received 
by the County Election Board or 
postmarked no later than midnight, 
Feb. 10. Applications postmarked after 
that time will be accepted, but will 
not be processed until after the March 
7 election. Applications may also be 
submitted to any motor vehicle agency 
that is also an official voter registration 
agency by the submission deadline.  

Applicants will be notified in 
writing when their application has been 
processed. Approved voters will receive 
a Voter Identification Card in the mail. 
Some may receive a letter that explains 
the reason or reasons the application 
was not approved. Jantz said those who 
do not receive a response within 30 days 
of submitting their application should 
contact the County Election Board office 
immediately. 

Voter registration deadline 
approaches

The Alfalfa County Election Board 
reminds voters that applications must be 
approved by the County Election Board 
Secretary in order to vote. 

Registered voters who have moved to 
Alfalfa County from a different county or 
state will need to complete a new Voter 
Registration Application in order to be 
eligible for elections in Alfalfa County. 
If you have moved within the county 
and need to update your address, you 
may make changes online using the OK 
Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/
ovp or complete a Voter Registration 
Application. 

Voter Registration Applications can 
be downloaded from the State Election 
Board website at oklahoma.gov/
elections. You may also complete a form 
at your County Election Board. Most 
post offices, tag agencies, and public 
libraries have applications available 
upon request. 

The Alfalfa County Election Board is 
located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee 
and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. For questions, 
please contact the Election Board at 580-
596-2718 or alfalfacounty@elections.
ok.gov. 

ACTION ADS
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva

580-327-2200
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By Marione Martin
Two of the three members of the 

Woods County Excise Board recently 
attended a meeting in Cherokee about 
changes in laws affecting county taxes. 
Joe Shirley and Chris Olson talked 
at length about what they learned, 
filling in the third board member Bob 
Seivert. The excise board meeting was 
held on Wednesday morning in the 
commissioners’ office at the Woods 
County Courthouse in Alva.

First the board took care of agenda 
items which included approving minutes 
of the December 21 meeting and monthly 
appropriations. They acknowledged the 
transfer of appropriations from Highway 
CIRB accounts to Highway personal 
services in the amount of $13,942.85 for 
District 1 and $13,942.84 for District 2. 

Wind Turbines
“Chris (Olson) and I went to a 

meeting,” said Shirley. “We’re in deep 
dodo if we don’t get something done. I 
should have brought that book with me. 
They went to court and beat us on these 
wind towers.”

“My opinion of that was, those 
attorneys were afraid … they want to 
pass the buck. Yeah, we lost this but you 
need to talk to your legislators. Cause I 
asked a guy, is there a transcript of this? 
He says, ‘Yeah, we got one in my office 
if you want to come up and look at it.’ I 
know what that costs,” said Olson. “My 
guess is they did not cover that case 
good. And he did not want to own up to 
it.”

On Oct. 18, the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court unanimously held in Kingfisher 
Wind LLC v. Wehmuller that federal 
production tax credits (PTCs) are 
intangible personal property and thus are 
not subject to property tax. In this case, 
Kingfisher developed and built two wind 
farms in Oklahoma that included over 
100 wind turbine generators, electrical 
equipment, a maintenance facility, 
substation, and transmission lines. The 
county assessor valued the wind farms 
at $458 million, while Kingfisher argued 
that they were worth only $169 million. 
The sole discrepancy in valuations 
resulted from the county assessor 
including – and Kingfisher excluding – 
the PTCs’ value.

Shirley said, “Anyway it’s the tax on 
wind farms on their ability to produce. 

Woods County Excise Board discusses 
new laws affecting county taxes

The problem is they promised all these 
school districts that they’re going to 
get the tax money when the wind farm 
starts producing electricity, and they 
don’t for ten years or however long it 
is. For example, at Seiling they passed 
a big new bond issue for a brand new, 
fancy gymnasium. Right now say their 
mill levy is 32, their mill levy is going to 
double to 62, 64, 68 … a whole bunch. 
Which means their property tax is going 
to double.”

“I’m sorry. Did you say windmills 
don’t pay taxes?” asked Seivert

“They’re exempt from their power 
production for a period of time five or 
ten years, I’m not sure what it was. But 
they can’t count that as a taxable entity 
because the government gave them 
basically a free ride,” said Olson. 

“The problem is, the way the law 
was written, it didn’t really intend, the 
legislature didn’t, intend them being 
exempt from this,” said Shirley. “It’s one 
word in the dang-gum law.”

He said he’d like to have attorney 
Luke Adams (who spoke at the meeting) 
write a letter he could sign and send to 
legislators who represent this area.

“So in the proposal stage of these 
windmills, there’s probably a lot of 
discussion about the benefits to the 
school system. But when it comes time 
to pay the piper, that’s five or ten years 
down the road,” summarized Seivert. 
“In the meantime, the landowners, the 
property owners, are going to get hit.”

“At Mooreland, they went in and put 
all new generators on those towers,” said 
Shirley. “They’re exempt for five or ten 
years. And it’s a major deal!”

“Well, it’s going to cut their revenue 
distribution down by 70 percent,” 
commented Olson.

“What’s going to be cut?” asked 
Seivert.

“The tax collection is going to be 
cut by 70 percent,” said Olson. “The ad 
valorem,” County Clerk Shelley Reed 
clarified.

“And these people have passed bond 
issues thinking that the wind power 
companies were going to pay their part. 
Now they’re going to get chopped by 70 
percent,” said Olson.

“Somebody dropped the ball,” said 
Seivert.

“The legislators,” said Shirley. “The 
smart lawyers for the power companies 
figured it out.”

Saltwater Lines
The discussion turned to a recent 

ruling that pipelines carrying salt 
water to disposal wells are not taxable 
for county ad valorem (property) tax. 
Instead, they are now considered as part 
of the gross production tax.

“The problem that we saw was 
there were three counties that ruled in 
favor of the tax people,” said Olson. 
“But there was one judge that ruled in 
Alfalfa County for the other side, for the 
oil companies. So they go to the court 
of appeals. And I think at that point, it’s 
just my opinion, I think our attorneys 
dropped the ball. I don’t think they 
argued that case correctly.

“Any time your tax assessment leaves 
that section, 640 acre spacing, anytime it 
leaves that, you’re on your own. You’re 
taxable. Well, they agreed that you could 
have 30 miles of pipeline going to a salt 
water disposal, and it was exempt. That 
pipeline was exempt … based on the fact 
they were paying gross production tax. 

“That’s very incorrect, and the reason 
why it’s incorrect is the liability clause 
of it. If you make that statement that 
it’s not taxable, you put the non-interest 
parties and the royalties parties, you put 
in jeopardy of liability in that salt water 
disposal now because you exempt them. 
You say, ‘Well, okay you don’t have to 
pay tax on this’ the liability claim passes 
on … if you claim you’re a working 
interest or a non-working interest and 
you don’t pay taxes in that section or 
even a royalty, then you’re liable for 
whatever happens at that disposal plant 
because you claimed ownership of it.”

Olson continued, “You know what 
happens when a disposal well gets sued 
for increasing the pressure and causing 
an earthquake. There’s a lot of those 
cases on file right now. That just opened 
up the people that were behind the pipe 
and those other sections that went to that 
were tax-free. That just opened them up 
for liability.”

“Well, the other thing they said that 
surprised me, and I’ve got to check on it 
more, that if that well’s been shut in for 

 See Woods Page 22
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Peyton Rauch, senior, has been 
chosen as the Aline-Cleo December 
Student of the Month.

Her school philosophy is, “Remember 
to always bring a pencil to class.”

School uniqueness is, “The 
community atmosphere and everyone 
gets along.”

Peyton is inspired by her parents, 
teachers and coaches.

Favorite activities are basketball, 
softball, track, and hanging out with 
friends.

Her favorite quote is, “They told me 
I couldn’t. That’s why I did.” ~ Michael 
Jordan

Peyton is the daughter of Matthew 
and Detra Rauch. 

Rauch chosen 
as Aline-Cleo 
December 
Student of the 
Month

By Marione Martin
A woman is accused of bringing her 

two-year-old to visit an inmate at James 
Crabtree Correctional Center (JCCC) 
in Helena and using a toy to deliver 
contraband to the inmate.

Court records show on Jan. 16, 
Department of Corrections Agent 
Christopher Grace was notified that 
a woman was suspected of passing 
contraband to an inmate during 
visitation at JCCC. He drove there and 
learned the woman and her two-year-
old child arrived to visit inmate Kedrick 
Marshall. The woman took the child to 
the bathroom after entering the visiting 
area. 

She returned and was seen pushing 
a toy vehicle toward Marshall. JCCC 
staff saw Marshall take something from 
the toy and place it in his shirt. JCCC 
staff removed Marshall, the woman 
and the child from the visiting area. 
Staff searched Marshall but did not find 
anything on his person. Staff searched 
the empty visitation room and found 
a small package wrapped in black 
electrical tape.

Agent Grace opened the package 
and found it contained a brown wax 
substance and a crystalline substance. 
Grace later field-tested the crystalline 
substance which tested positive for 
methamphetamine. The substance 
weighed approximately 42 grams with 
packaging.

Grace interviewed Stefanee N. 
Price-Siler after reading the Miranda 
Warning. Price-Siler said she understood 
her rights and agreed to talk. She said 
she communicated with Marshall via 
cellphone about bringing packages 
containing contraband into the prison 

Woman arrested on trafficking, 
contraband charges

for him during visitation. She said she 
brought three packages but only carried 
two inside, putting one in her bra and 
one inside her body. She said once 
inside the prison, she took the child to 
the bathroom where she removed the 
package from inside her body. She said 
she returned to the visitation area and 
put the packages in the toy box. 

Price-Siler said she took one of the 
packages from the toy box, put it in a 
toy vehicle and pushed the vehicle to 
Marshall at his request. She said she 
knew one of the packages she carried 
inside contained chewing tobacco that 
she purchased and wrapped. She said 
she knew the package left in her vehicle 
contained rolling papers, THC wax and 
fentanyl.

After the interview, Grace called the 
prison and requested that staff search the 
toy box for another package. A package 
wrapped in black electrical tape was 
found.

Grace searched Price-Siler’s vehicle 
that was parked in the JCCC parking 
lot. He located a package wrapped in 
black electrical tape that contained 
Buprenorphine and Naloxone films, 
rolling papers, and a brown wax 
substance.

Stefanee N. Price-Siler, 35, has been 
charged in Alfalfa County four felonies: 
(1) bringing contraband (drugs) into 
a penal institution (Buprenorphine 
(Suboxone)/Naloxone), (2) trafficking 
in illegal drugs (methamphetamine), (3) 
conspiracy and (4) child neglect. The 
most substantial punishment is for the 
trafficking charge with imprisonment for 
up to 20 years and a fine of $25,000 to 
$200,000.

Get all the news!
Subscribe to the

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
Only $72/year in Woods County.

Slightly higher outside county, other states.
Ask about our rates for digital subscriptions.

580-327-2200, manager@alvareviewcourier.net
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three years, it then regardless gets to be 
taxed. If they haven’t torn it down,” said 
Shirley. He talked about some wells in 
his part of the county that don’t appear 
to be in use or even checked. “He says 
what they do is they open them up and 
produce one cfm of gas per well in a 
year, and that makes them exempt for 
another 3 years,” Shirley added.

Sievert asked who attended the 
meeting. Shirley said he, Olson, County 
Clerk Shelley Reed and County Assessor 
Renetta Benson attended, but none 
of the Woods County Commissioners 
were there. He also said the Alva school 
superintendent was there. Olson noted 
that the Waynoka mayor and a Waynoka 
school board member attended the 
meeting.

Appeals Process Changed
The board members discussed a 

change in the ad valorem tax protest 
appeals. 

From Page 16  Woods
“Well, they said, and this is a 

bombshell to us, that no longer does our 
protest go to the district judge. It goes to 
a special three appointed retired judges,” 
said Olson.

“The problem is they don’t even 
have the rules set up, and they’ve asked 
this Jerry Atkins who’s in charge of it, 
‘Have you got it done yet?’”

Olson explained that protests will no 
longer go to district court. Instead they 
will go to this special review.

“They were trying to speed the 
process up. You know how all these 
appeals go five or six years,” said 
Shirley.” They tried to speed it up. It just 
didn’t work or hasn’t so far.”

“And then the other part there, they’re 
eliminating Jerry (Wisdom of TASC) 
from being able to …” said Olson.

“Eliminating him from what?” asked 
Seivert.

“He can’t come to our meeting on 

appeals,” said Olson.
Third party assessors hired by 

counties are not allowed to participate in 
protest hearings and appeals. 

The board members discussed 
difficulties in getting legislators to 
understand the ramifications of new 
laws.

In summary, Olson said, “The long 
term problem is if these school districts 
like us lose that revenue, then they’re 
going to be dipping into the state fund. 
Which when they do that, they have 
divvy up between all of the state schools 
which is going to hurt the Tulsa’s and the 
Oklahoma City’s. “

“It means everybody gets less,” said 
Shirley. “Everybody gets hit.”

A video of the meeting may be 
viewed at www.AlvaReviewCourier.
com.

Action Ad
deadlines:

Noon on Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday.

Alva
Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.

Alva, OK
580-327-2200

Credit Cards Accepted
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Obituaries

 See Obits Page 26

WILLIS DEAN COLSON
Willis Dean Colson, age 85, 

of Burlington, 
Oklahoma, passed 
away Saturday, 
January 21, 2023. 
He was born June 
4, 1937, to John W. 
Colson and Waneta 
Crowl Colson. He 
was a graduate of 
Kiowa Public Schools 

where he was an outstanding athlete. 
Willis excelled in basketball, football, 
tennis and track. He received a four-year 
scholarship in football to Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University, graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree in physical 
education/health and industrial arts. 
While at Northwestern, he met and 
married the love of his life, Peggy Cook, 
in 1958. After college, Willis began 
his teaching/coaching career in Bloom, 
Kansas, and then moved to Montezuma, 
Kansas. While at Montezuma (1961-
1967), he and Jim Hull coached the boys’ 
basketball team to second place in State 
in 1963. In 1968, he began teaching at 
Burlington, Oklahoma, where he taught 
Industrial Arts, Woodworking, Driver’s 
Education, and coached girls’ basketball. 
The 1970 girls’ team placed second in 
State with two All-Staters. Willis retired 
from teaching in 1992, and farmed full-
time, retiring in 2018.

Willis was very active in the 
community where he was Lion’s Club 
President 1981 to 1982, Burlington’s 
Mayor for six years and on the City 
Council for twelve years. He was the 
Keith Cemetery Secretary/Treasurer 
for forty-seven years, Alfalfa County 
District One Representative for four 
years, and on the Tax Excise and 
Equalization Board. He was also a 
member of the Burlington Education 
Foundation. 

Willis is preceded in death by his 
wife, Peggy; his son, Craig, and his 
parents, John and Waneta Colson. 

He is survived by his son, Nick 
Colson and wife, Renee of Tulsa; 
daughter, Jill Haub and husband, Troy of 
Kingfisher; grandsons, Docker Haub of 
San Antonio, Texas and Declan Haub of 
Emporia, Kansas; brother-in-law, Mike 
Cook and wife, Rhonda of Alva.

Celebration of Life Ceremony for 
Willis will be Saturday, January 28, at 

10:30 a.m. at Lanman Funeral Home 
in Cherokee. Burial will be in Keith 
Cemetery with arrangements by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.

In lieu of flowers, friends may make 
a memorial donation to: Burlington 
Education Foundation Burlington Public 
Schools, 401 Main St., Burlington, OK 
73722 or through the funeral home.

RONALD LLOYD DOMNICK
Ronald Lloyd 

Domnick was born 
January 24, 1942, in 
Hardtner, Kansas. 
He was the second of 
five children of Floyd 
Domnick and Doris 
Fritz Domnick.  

Ronnie or 
Domnick as all who knew him fondly 
called him, grew up west of Burlington, 
Oklahoma, on his family’s farm and 
attended Burlington, Oklahoma, and 
Kiowa, Kansas, schools. A significant 
part of Ronnie’s life was wheat harvest. 
He would travel with his family-owned 
custom harvest crew from North Texas 
all the way to the Canadian Border. 
During harvest, while traveling through 
Garden City, Kansas, Ronnie met, and 
fell in love with Theresa Mader. Theresa 
and Ronnie were married from 1961-
1973. From their union, they were 
blessed with four children: Janet, Vickie, 
Kayan and Ronnie.  

Ronnie had taken over Domnick’s 
Custom Cutting and continued to go 
on harvest for the next several years. 
When he retired from the Custom 
Cutting business, he signed on to 
work at Humphrey’s in Kiowa as 
their lead mechanic.  During his time 
at Humphrey’s, he met Doris “Dori” 
Esparza and in November of 1976 they 
were wed. For the first ten years of 
their marriage, they enjoyed being with 
friends, traveling, skiing, and going on 
many motorcycle trips. Later in their 
marriage, Ronnie and Dori were blessed 
yet again with two children: Jerrad and 
Jessica. 

With the skillset that he had acquired 
over the years, Domnick was selected 
by Massey Ferguson to travel to 
Guatemala and teach their local workers 
how to utilize their equipment. After 

his time with Humphrey’s, he started 
his own business, Domnick’s Service 
and Repair. As if that didn’t keep him 
busy enough, Ronnie worked for the 
Rural Water and was elected Mayor of 
Kiowa! He enjoyed coaching soccer and 
attending his children/grandchildren’s 
extracurricular activities even into their 
adulthood.  

After Dori passed away in 2006, 
Ronnie filled the years with work and 
traveling to spend time with family 
and grandkids. He was lucky to find 
companionship with Marla Skeet 
Talbott. They shared many good years 
together, working goats and taking 
trips to Branson and Hawaii. The last 
few years of his life, Ronnie fought a 
brave battle with Alzheimer’s. He was 
a resident at the Attica Long Term Care 
facility in the Memory Care Unit, where 
he received the most excellent care. The 
staff there became an extended family. In 
the early morning hours of January 20, 
2023, surrounded by loved ones, Ronnie 
ended his battle with Alzheimer’s. He 
will be missed dearly and remembered 
fondly by those who knew and loved 
him.

Ronnie is preceded in death by his 
mother and father, Floyd and Doris 
Domnick; his wife, Doris Kay Domnick; 
his brother and sister, Junior Domnick 
and Cindy Domnick; his grandson, 
Joshua Swafford, and his son-in law, 
Douglas Swafford.

Ronnie is survived by Janet Cook 
(John) of Hardtner, Kansas; Vickie 
Albright (Kevin) of Harper, Kansas; 
Kayan Domnick of Attica, Kansas; 
Ronnie Domnick (Tammy); Jerrad 
Domnick of Meade, Kansas; Jessica 
Alexander (Andrew) of Meade, Kansas; 
Terry Domnick (Donna) of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma; Judith Kildow (Roger) 
of Cherokee, Oklahoma; Skeet Talbott 
of Kiowa, Kansas; fifteen grandchildren, 
and sixteen great-grandchildren with 
two great-grandchildren on the way.  

“Thank you to the community for all 
of the thoughts and kind words during 
this time”

Funeral services for Ronnie were 
held Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 
10:30 a.m. at Kiowa United Methodist 
Church.   Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Kiowa. Online 
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From Page 24  Obits
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials may be given to Attica 
Long Term Memory Care Unit through 
the funeral home.

JEWELL LAVON (WHITEHEAD) 
JAMES

Jewell Lavon (Whitehead) James 
was born August 16, 1936, to Arthur 
Whitehead and Elsie (Glenn) Whitehead 
in rural Capron, Oklahoma, and passed 
away on January 19, 2023, in her home 
at the age of 86.

She attended Driftwood Public 
School through the eighth grade and 
then attended Burlington Public School, 
graduating in 1955. She married Frank 
James in 1961 and they had three 
children.  

Jewell was a member of First 
Christian Church in Cherokee for close 
to 70 years.

She was a hard worker and a great 
role model for her children and loved 
getting to see her grandchild and great-
grandchildren grow up. She loved 
spending time with her family. Jewell 
loved reading her Bible, going on trips, 
and watching movies.

She is survived by her three children, 
one granddaughter and husband, and 
two great-grandchildren, as well as 
numerous cousins, nephews, and nieces.

Services for Jewell will be 
Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at 2 p.m. 
at Cherokee First Christian Church. 
Burial will be at Cherokee Municipal 
Cemetery with arrangements by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.

Memorial contributions can be given 
to First Christian Church in Cherokee 
through the funeral home.

DR. TROY LEE SMITH
Funeral services 

for Dr. Troy Smith 
will be 10:30 a.m. 
Friday, January 27, 
2023, at the First 
United Methodist 
Church with Pastor 
Katie Hill officiating. 
Arrangements are 

under the direction of Marshall Funeral 
Home. There will be a visitation with 
family present on Thursday, January 26, 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Troy Lee Smith, son of the late 
Lawrence Russell and Bonnie Ruth 
(Minton) Smith, was born January 5, 
1954, at Liberal, Kansas, and passed 
away January 20, 2023, at Oklahoma 
City at the age of 69 years and 15 days.

Troy grew up in Turpin where 
he excelled in every facet of student 
life. He was a standout athlete and 
the Class of 1972 Valedictorian. He 
also was a graduate of Northwestern 
Oklahoma State University where he 
majored in biology and a double minor 
in both physics and psychology. While 
at Northwestern he met the love of his 
life, Elizabeth Ann Deewall, and they 
were married on December 21, 1974, 
in Coldwater, Kansas. They made their 
way to Memphis, Tennessee, where 
he received his Doctor of Optometry 
degree (OD) from Southern College of 
Optometry.

After graduation, they returned to 
Alva and went into practice at Alva 
Vision Clinic. They raised their children, 
Tiffany, Tray, and Tenille in Alva. He was 
a member of the First United Methodist 
Church where he served as chairman 
of the Church Council, president of the 
NWOSU Foundation Executive Board, 
member of the Wesley House Board, 
Kiwanis Club (past Secretary and 
President) where he loved volunteering 
with the Little Olympics, member of 
the Quarterback Club, and president 
of the REC Park Board. He was a 
member of The American Optometric 
Association, Oklahoma Association 
of Optometric Physicians, Heart of 
America Contact Lens Society, and 
AOA Contact Lens Section. Throughout 
his 40 years in the community he served 
on multiple committees including 
the finance committee, Pastor Parrish 
Relations Committee, and was a Sunday 
school teacher at his church. He was a 
member of the Chamber of Commerce 
and past President. He also served on 
the NWOSU Foundation Board, the 
NWOSU Executive Board, the Alumni 
Board, and served as co-chairman with 
Liz of the NWOSU Scholarship drive for 
25 years. Troy served on the HOACLS 
Board of Directors, as well as on the 
Oklahoma Board of Directors. He was 
the Oklahoma Optometric Association 
President elect 1999-2000 and President 
2000-2001. 

Besides his parents, he was preceded 

in death by his brother, Larry Smith; 
mother-in-law, Helen Deewall; father-
in-law and wife, John and Jane Deewall.

Troy is survived by his wife, Elizabeth 
Smith of Alva; his children, Tiffany Eddy 
and husband, Thomas, of Bluffdale, 
Utah, Tray Smith and wife, Whitney, of 
Newcastle, and Tenille Smith of Dallas, 
Texas; four grandchildren, Ty and Zoey 
Smith, and Trinity and Titus Eddy; his 
sister, Bonita Cox and husband, Glen, 
of Anderson, Indiana; a sister-in-law, 
Glenda Smith of Katy, Texas; other 
relatives and many friends.

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to Alva 
Rec Center (with checks being made 
to Freedom West CDC), Northwestern 
Foundation for the Athletic Department 
or Music/Theatre Department, or the 
First United Methodist Church of Alva 
(Dr. Troy Smith memorial which will go 
towards funds for youth church camps).

Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com.

 See Obits Page 28

BERTHA HILLYER BURTON 
TERRILL

A private memorial service for 
Bertha Hillyer Burton Terrill will be held 
at a later date, as her wishes were to be 
cremated.

Bertha was born to Alison L. Hillyer 
and Orah Lee (Parks) Hillyer on February 
14, 1935, in Neelyville, Missouri. She 
passed from this life on January 3, 2023, 
at the age of 87.

As a young child, Bertha was raised 
in Piggot, Arkansas, where she attended 
elementary school and worked with her 
family on the farm. Later in life she moved 
to Illinois where she met and married 
Hugh E. Burton. To this marriage she 
brought a son and together they would 
have ten children. In the spring of 1968 
the family relocated to Alva, Oklahoma. 
She worked in several local restaurants 
as well as Share Nursing Home and as 
a Private Health Care Assistant. While 
working in a restaurant, she met and 
married the love of her life, Donald J. 
(Jake) Terrill. They continued to live in 
the Alva area. Bertha retired in 2005. 

While her education was limited 
having completed only the 5th grade, she 
had a love for books and reading. She 
would say, “if you can read, you can go 
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Candidates interested in filing for 
municipal office in seven Alfalfa County 
municipalities will file Declarations of 
Candidacy beginning 8 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 6.

Stephanie Jantz, secretary of the 
Alfalfa County Election Board, said 
Declaration of Candidacy forms must 
be completed and submitted to the 
County Election Board no later than 
5 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 8, when the 
filing period ends. Jantz reminds voters 
that Contests of Candidacy must be 
filed no later than Friday, Feb. 10 and 
may only be filed by another candidate 
for that office, unless a candidate files 
unopposed.

Declarations of Candidacy will be 
accepted for the following offices:

Town of Burlington
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term

Town of Byron
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Town Clerk, 4-year term

Town of Carmen
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Town Clerk/Treasurer, 4-year term

Candidate filing begins 
for municipal offices

Town of Goltry
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Town Clerk/Treasurer, 4-year term

Town of Helena
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Town Clerk/Treasurer, 4-year term

Town of Jet
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 4-year term
Board of Trustees, 2-unexpired year 

term
Town Clerk/Treasurer, 4-year term

City of Cherokee
Commissioner, Ward 2, 4-year term
Commissioner, Ward 4, 4-year term
Declaration of Candidacy forms can 

be downloaded from the State Election 
Board website at oklahoma.gov/
elections or by contacting your County 
Election Board office at 580-596-2718 
or alfalfacounty@elections.ok.gov. 

The Alfalfa County Election Board is 
located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee 
and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday.

From Page 26  
Obits
anywhere and do anything.” Her love 
for her family was never ending and so 
enjoyed each and every one of them. 
In her retirement she discovered the 
enjoyment of woodworking, and making 
puzzles and ornaments. Regardless of 
the time restrictions or happenings, there 
was always time to stop at a “garage/
yard sale.” 

She is survived by her daughters: 
Ruth (Alfred) Spurgeon of Alva, Rene 
Boling, of Lahoma, and Rita Castleberry, 
of Oklahoma City; two sons, Ralph 
(Loree) Burton of Norman, and Richard 
(Koleta) Burton of Alva; grandchildren; 
Jeremy Hillyer, Dennis Kilmer, Elizabeth 
Kilmer Sterling, Dannialla Spurgeon 
Carpenter, Bobbie Spurgeon-Harris, 
Donald Spurgeon-Tovar Weir, Erica 
Burton Kraft, Kitty Mallonee Myers, 
Jimmy Mallonee, Rachelle Mallonee, 
Krista Burton Hochhalter, Scott Burton, 
Brittany Burton, Luke Bolar, Lance 
Bolar, Tanner Burton, Tyler Burton, 
Terrill Burton, Rance Castleberry and 
Rylan Castleberry; twenty-eight great-
grandchildren, one great-great-grandson 
and a great-great-granddaughter due in 
April 2023.

Those greeting her in heaven, her 
parents, brothers, Ray, LeRoy, Glen 
Dale, Johnnie, sister, Opal; her loving 
husband Jake; sons, David Hillyer and 
Robert Burton; daughters, Rebecca 
Burton Kilmer Stith, Roberta, Regina, 
and Robin Burton; daughter-in-law, Dee 
Hillyer; and son-in-law Rick Boling; 
two grandsons, Christopher Mallonee 
and Elliot Burton.

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 
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HOUSTON (AP) — A powerful storm system took aim at 
the Gulf Coast on Tuesday, spawning a tornado that caused 
damage east of Houston.

The National Weather Service had issued a tornado 
emergency for that area, warning that a “large, extremely 
dangerous and potentially deadly tornado” was on the ground 
Tuesday afternoon and was headed toward Baytown, about 25 
miles (40 kilometers) east of Houston. The warning expired as 
the system moved to the east.

There were downed power lines and damage to homes and 
businesses in Baytown, but no reports of serious injuries, said 
Baytown spokesperson Jason Calder.

Footage from Houston TV station KTRK showed damage 
to buildings and power lines in Pasadena, a city southeast of 
Houston. There were no immediate reports of injuries.

The website PowerOutage.us, which collects live power 
outage data from utilities across the United States, reported 
about 123,000 Texas customers were without power Tuesday 
afternoon, mostly in the Houston area and surrounding counties.

It was the start of what’s expected to be a stormy day along 
the Gulf Coast. The Storm Prediction Center in Norman, 
Oklahoma, said areas along the coast from Houston to the 
Florida Panhandle could see tornadoes, strong winds and hail 
on Tuesday.

The storm system was also bringing snow and ice to much 
of the central U.S.

Tornado emergency issued near 
Houston, damage reported



January 25, 2023 Page 30Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Marione Martin
James Crabtree Correctional Center 

(JCCC) staff found a man on prison 
property without permission. A nearby 
duffle bag was found to contain several 
pages wrapped in tape.

According to court documents, 
JCCC staff contacted Department of 
Corrections Agent Christopher Grace on 
Jan. 17 about the incident. Grace drove to 
JCCC and collected the duffle bag which 
contained 14 packages, all wrapped 
in black or gray tape. When he later 
opened the packages, Grace found they 
contained 15 pounds of loose smoking 
tobacco, five cellphones, approximately 
20 grams of green leafy substance, 
approximately two grams of crystalline 
substance that field-tested positive for 

JCCC staff find man 
on prison property

methamphetamine, two vape pens, 14 
lighters, two partial packs of cigarettes, 
two phone charging ports, two cellular 
phone batteries, eight charging cords, 
three pairs of socks, two nail clippers, 
two small screwdrivers, two magnets, 
three earphones or ear buds, super glue, 
nine packs of rolling papers, two glass 
smoking devices, a necklace, a battery-
powered light and a hot glue stick.

Grace spoke with CO Jason Mardis 
of JCCC who stated he responded to the 
west side of the facility when he heard 
an unauthorized male had been located 
on prison property. When he arrived, he 
located several packages within feet of 
where the defendant was contacted. He 
continued searching for packages and 
found several more along with a black 
duffle bag, along an adjacent fence line. 

Mardis showed Grace where he 
found the packages and where he saw 
the defendant. Grace noted the packages 
and defendant were found near an 
outbuilding several hundred yards from 
the nearest public roadway. He noted the 
defendant had to cross at least one fence 
to get to the outbuilding.

Grace spoke with Helena Police 
Chief Jim Dykes who said he was called 
to assist with taking the defendant into 
custody. Dykes stated the defendant was 

in possession of two cellular phones 
when taken into custody.

Grace interviewed the defendant, 
Rafael Guerrero, with the help of Alfalfa 
County Deputy Deigo Gutierrez who 
acted as an interpreter. Guerrero first 
stated that he was in Helena to remodel a 
house and got into an argument with his 
boss. He said he walked away from the 
job site and unknowingly entered onto 
prison property to ask for help.

Guerrero later stated he and his boss 
got into an argument at a hotel located 
near a Wal-Mart and Sonic. He stated 
that he walked away from the hotel and 
walked all night ending up on prison 
property. He said he walked away from 
the hotel around midnight the night 
before.

Grace notes that the defendant was 
contacted by prison staff sometime 
between 7:30 and 7:50 a.m. Grace also 
notes that there is a hotel located near a 
Wal-Mart in Enid. According to Google 
Maps, the walk time from Enid to Helena 
would take over 11 hours.

Rafael Guerrero, 28, of Tulsa, has 
been charged with three felonies: (1) 
bringing contraband drugs into a penal 
institution, possession of cellphone or 
electronic device in a penal institution 
and (3) unauthorized entry into prison.
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By Stacy Sanborn
Nate Ross, Mike Roach, and Garret 

Johnson of the Alfalfa County Board 
of Commissioners visited with Keitha 
Dale Edelman at their meeting Monday. 
Edelman was there to speak about the 
Nescatunga Fire Department. She said 
Chief Neil Metcalf resigned last week, 
Travis Barnard was appointed chief, and 
Mark Stobbs to Captain. 

She said two firefighters live within 
Nescatunga, and seven new members are 
taking the Fire Fighter 1 class. Edelman 
said they are excited to learn and train, 
and she and others are optimistic about 
the Department’s future. 

“I want us all to be on the same 

Alfalfa County commissioners hear update 
about Nescatunga Fire Department

page. I’m real excited about it. I don’t 
want to be at odds with the county 
commissioners,” she closed. 

Roach commended her efforts and 
acknowledged the progress made. After 
that, maintenance and operation payment 
warrants were handled, as well as a few 
blanket purchase orders. 

On the agenda next was a discussion 
from Shelly Stewart to speak about a 
REAP Grant for Amorita, but she could 
not make it, sending commissioners 
to the next item. It was a Resolution 
for Fairboard Terms. It detailed three 
terms. Serving for 2021-2023 are Jeff 
Waugh, Brian Collins, and Jessica Peery. 
For 2022-2024, David Failes, Kasey 

Springer, and Troy Campbell. Dave 
Allen, Chris Parker, and Troy Shepherd 
are slated for 2023-2025. 

Lastly, the trio declared items for 
surplus and resolutions for their disposal. 
Those items were for OSU Extension for 
Laptop – Dell Latitude (Inv. no. E220 
100.01, serial no. DMLGKX); Laptop- 
Dell Latitude (Inv. no. E220 100.02, 
Serial no. CJ8SPN2); a Laptop-Dell 
Latitude (Inv. no. E220 100.03, Serial 
no. DJQ PN2); and a 2017 HP Z240 SFF 
Workstation 15 (Inv. no. 220-113, Serial 
no. 2UA72727KZ). Declared surplus 
but not resolved to disposal was a 2007 
Stihl HT131 Pole Saw (Inv. no. 330-108, 
Serial no. 272886670).

By Sean Murphy
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 

Oklahoma’s Court of Criminal Appeals 
on Tuesday agreed to slow the pace of 
the state’s upcoming executions at the 
request of the new attorney general, 
spacing them at least 60 days apart.

The court issued an order setting 
execution dates for the next seven 
death row inmates scheduled to die 
by lethal injection, beginning with 
Richard Glossip on May 18, followed 
by six more executions scheduled 
roughly 60 days apart.

Oklahoma’s new attorney general, 
Gentner Drummond, had requested 
at least 60 days between executions, 
instead of 30 days, because he said 
carrying out an execution every 30 days 
placed too much of a burden on prison 
staff. Drummond, who witnessed the 
lethal injection this month of Scott 
Eizember, said he also consulted with 
the family members of victims before 
requesting the change.

“One aspect that has become clear 
over time is that the current pace of 
executions is unsustainable in the 
long run, as it is unduly burdening 
the (Department of Corrections) and 
its personnel,” Drummond wrote in 
his motion filed last week. “This is 
especially true given the extensive and 

intensive nature of the training DOC 
personnel undergo to prepare for each 
execution.”

In addition to Glossip’s scheduled 
execution, the court set the execution 
dates for Jemaine Monteil Cannon on 
July 20; Anthony Castillo Sanchez on 
Sept. 21; Phillip Dean Hancock on 
Nov. 30; James Chandler Ryan on Feb. 
1, 2024; Michael DeWayne Smith on 
April 4, 2024; and Wade Greely Lay on 
June 6, 2024. The court said execution 
dates for other death row inmates who 
have exhausted their appeals will be set 
“at an appropriate time in the future.”

Oklahoma, which has executed 
more inmates per capita than any other 
state since the reinstatement of the 
death penalty in 1976, has carried out 
eight executions since resuming lethal 
injections in October 2021.

Public support and use of the death 
penalty in 2022 continued its more 
than two-decade decline in the U.S., 
but support remains high in Oklahoma. 
A state ballot question in 2016 on 
whether to enshrine the death penalty 
in the Oklahoma Constitution received 
more than 65% of the vote.

Oklahoma’s brisk pace of 
executions continued until problems 
in 2014 and 2015 led to a de facto 
moratorium that lasted until 2021. 

Glossip was just hours away from 
being executed in September 2015 
when prison officials realized they had 
received the wrong lethal drug. It was 
later learned that the same wrong drug 
had been used to execute an inmate in 
January 2015.

The drug mix-ups followed a 
botched execution in April 2014 
in which inmate Clayton Lockett 
struggled on a gurney before dying 43 
minutes into his lethal injection — and 
after the state’s prisons chief ordered 
the executioners to stop. It was later 
learned that members of the execution 
team had improperly inserted an IV 
into a vein in Lockett’s groin.

Many of the executions carried 
out across the U.S. in 2022 also were 
“botched” or highly problematic, and 
seven of the 20 execution attempts 
were either visibly problematic 
or took an inordinate amount of 
time, according to a report by the 
Death Penalty Information Center, a 
Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit that 
takes no position on capital punishment 
but has criticized the way states carry 
out executions. Many of the problems 
centered around difficulties that 
execution team members had finding 
suitable veins for IV lines to deliver 
the lethal injection.

Oklahoma appeals court agrees 
to slow pace of executions
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Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions

Real Estate Transfers
Book 888 page 145: Whitney Rae 

Cotton conveys unto N&S Properties 
LLC. Lots 1–5 and lots 19–24, block 67, 
second filing to the Town of Carmen, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed,

Book 888 page 217: Robert D. 
Hutcheson, Barbara Gayle Gainer and 
Helen Joyce Kelley, as Trustees of 
the Merle D. Hutcheson and Barbara 
Hutcheson Revocable Trust. Quit claim 
deed.

Book 888 page 262: Lloyd L. 
Mahnken III and Peggy Jean Mahnken 
convey unto Lloyd L. Mahnken III and 
Peggy Jean Mahnken, as trustees of the 
Mahnken Family Trust. Lots 16, 17, 18 
in block 22, Town of Jet, also known as 
the Town of New Jet, according to the 
recorded plat thereof. Warranty deed.

Book 888 page 280: Madera Barney 
and Justin Barney convey unto Matt 
Meyer and Cindi Meyer. Lot 9, block 29 
Goltry Original. Quit claim deed.

Mortgages
Book 888 page 130: Glenn Oister 

and Jana K. Oister to Gateway First 
Bank. South 145 feet of lot 4 in block 2, 
Southgate addition to City of Cherokee, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$595,000.00.

Book 888 page 149: Bradley Rieger 
and Robbie Rieger. East 100 acres of the 
northeast quarter of section 23, township 
29 north, range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $150,000.00. 

Book 888 page 284: Colin Symantec 
and Bonnie Haworth, to Bank of 
Oklahoma. Lots 1 through 5, in block 
37, in the Town of Jet, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $49,000.00.

Alfalfa County court filings

 See County Page 38

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following individuals 
have been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
All information is a matter of public 
record and may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the Alfalfa 
County Courthouse. The Newsgram 
will not intentionally alter or delete any 
of this information. If it appears in the 
courthouse public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper.

Felony Filings
Keandre L. Johnson, Oklahoma City, 

22, has been charged with possession of 
cell phone or electronic device in penal 
institution. ($369)

Christopher Allen Nelson, Cherokee, 
41, has been charged with three counts 
of sexual abuse – child under 12 years 
old. ($1,099.50) 

Rafael Guerrero, Tulsa, 28, has been 
charged with bringing contraband drugs 
into penal institution; possession of 
cell phone or electronic device in penal 
institution and unauthorized entry into 
prison. ($983.25)

Stefanee N. Price-Siler, 35, has 
been charged with bringing contraband 
drugs into penal institution; trafficking 
in illegal drugs; conspiracy and child 
neglect. ($1,352.25) 

Misdemeanor Filings
David Michael Andrade, Oklahoma 

City, 37, has been charged with driving 
while license is revoked. ($317.75)

Shanequa Michelle Nelson, 
Cherokee, 31, has been charged with 
actual physical control of vehicle while 
under influence-alcohol. ($886.50)

Civil Filings
Discover Bank, Albany vs. Jerry 

A. Gumaer, Carmen: indebtedness. 
($252.14)

Tall Oak Midcon, LLC, vs. Jennifer 
Roach (Assessor); Alfalfa County Board 
of Equalization and Alfalfa County 
Board of Tax Roll Correct: tax appeal. 
($194.14)

Small Claims Filings
Krista Michelle Vernon, Enid, Myles 

Winegeart and Old Homes New LLC 
vs. Christopher Allen Nelson, Cherokee: 
small claims. ($108)

Rodney G. Heitfeld, Fairmont vs. 
Service Oklahoma, Oklahoma City: lost 
title. ($68)

John Jones, Tonkawa, vs. Cody 
Tyler Roach, Cherokee: small claims. 
($269.14)

Marriage License Filings
Jerry Lee May, Kiowa, Kansas, and 

Katelyn Renae Garvie, Burlington: 
marriage license with certificate. ($5)

Traffic Citations
Ramon Cruz Gomez, Alva, has been 

cited for operating a motor vehicle 
without a valid driver’s license. ($304)

Ian Connor Gray, Alva, has been 
cited for failure to stop at stop sign. 
($249)

Benton Jull Vosburg, Harper, 
Kansas, has been cited for failure to keep 
registration certificate in CMV. ($249)

Braulio Guillen Ornelas, Enid, has 
been cited for operating vehicle with 
width exceeding 102 inches. ($249)

Braulio Guillen Ornelas, Enid, has 
been cited for operating vehicle with 
improper class of drivers license. ($249)

Braulio Guillen Ornelas, Enid, 
has been cited for operating vehicle 
with registrered laden weight less than 
GVWR or GCWR. ($249)

Joshua Roland Baker, Prosper, 
Texas, has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit. ($100)

Bill Eugene Waggoner, Enid, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Vicky Lynn Abraham, Alva, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

David Michael Andrade, Oklahoma 
City, has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit. ($100)

Carlos Cuevas Cruz, Chicago, 
Illinois, has been cited for speeding 11-
14 mph over the speed limit. ($264)

David Michael Overy, Portales, New 
Mexico, has been cited for speeding 16-
20 mph over the speed limit. ($279)

Troy Wade Standford, Tryon, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

John Jim Peden, Dallas, Texas, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Joshua Anthony Castillo, Enid, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Tory Lance Cox, Hugoton, KS, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit. ($100)

Mercedes Maryee McPherson, OKC, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit. ($100)

Mai Diel Jose Arteaga Espinosa, 
Garland, TX, has been cited for speeding 
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Animals and Pets
OK&T Angus Cattle Sale
48 Bulls. 4-pairs, 5-bred, 
12 open females. Feb. 15, 
2023. Buffalo, OK. For 
more information contact 
Dennie Jenkins at 580-938-
1094

Business Services
AAA Driver Improvement
Mon, Feb 6 and Wed, Feb 
8 from 6-9pm at Northwest 
Technology Center. Cost 
$25/person. Call 580-327-
0344 to enroll.

Farm Finance 
Management

Goal Setting, Planning, 
Marketing, Risk 
Management, Balance 
Sheet, Record Keeping 
training 6-7:30pm on Tues 
and Thurs from Feb 2 
thru Feb 16 at Northwest 
Technology Center. Cost 
$50/person. Call 580-327-
0344 to enroll.
Attn Hunters & Trappers
Fur buyer will be at 619 E 
Flynn, Alva, every other 
Sunday at 1 p.m. starting 
Dec 18 thru the end of 
January.

Certified Nurse Aide
Long-Term Care Training, 
Mon-Thurs, 2/6-2/23, 

8am-4:30pm at Northwest 
Technology Center. Cost 
$625/person. Call 580-327-
0344 to enroll

Employment

Help Wanted
Part-Time. Tues-Sat. 11am-
2pm. 4:30pm-8pm. Come 
by Taco Village for an 
application. 828 Okla Blvd

Help Wanted
M-F. 7:30-5. Must have 
valid driver’s license. Will 
train for windmill repair & 
water well drilling. Non-
smoker or vaper use. Call 
Lehl & Son Water Well 
Drilling at 580-327-2374 or 
pick-up application at 132 E 
Okla Blvd

Farm Supplies
Bulk Oats For Sale

Call 580-430-5801
Miscellaneous

For Sale
Have blankets for sale 
for cold weather (below 
freezing) Concrete Work. 
580-829-2157

Must be Moved
1999 Town & Country 
Mobile Home. 3bedrooms, 
2 baths. To view call 580-
327-7531



Page 36Alva Review-Courier/NewsgramJanuary 25, 2023

 See Sheriff Page 37

Real Estate
Purchasing

Producing Mineral Rights. 
580-334-0871 or 580-541-
0518

For Rent
Small Farm House. 20 miles 
south of Alva with 10 acres. 
580-748-0309

Rent/Rent to Own
Call for details. Cherokee, 
OK. 580-596-6777

For Rent
4 room/ 1 bdrm apt. - 12 
mo lease, generous utility 
assistance, stove and ref. 
furnished. Near shopping. 
580-327-2554

For Rent
Large 2-bdrm house, stove 
& ref. furnished, w/ w&d 
hookup, would accommodate 
a family of four. Storm cellar. 
580-327-2554

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office Logs
Tuesday, January 17, 2023

During this day were two 
traffic stops.

1:18 p.m. – Medic needed 
in the 200 block of Murray 
Drive for male possibly 
having a stroke.

3:03 p.m. – Caller advised 
a round hay bale had been 
stolen from his field at Cotton 
Road and OK-58.

4:19 p.m. – Caller advised 
she hit the stop sign at United. 
Advised there was no injuries 
and the sign was still standing 
but loose. 

7:49 p.m. – Report of 
a reckless driver on US-
64 westbound from Grant 
County. Deputy advised they 
passed the vehicle and they 
were not speeding.

9:07 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed for a woman in a truck 
at OK-38 who had been sitting 
there for a few hours. Deputy 
found the vehicle and no one 
around it. Advised the vehicle 
was off the ground.

Wednesday, January 18, 

2023
During this day were three 

traffic stops.
5:46 a.m. – Medic needed 

in the 600 block of Ohio for a 
male who can’t walk and felt 
weak. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

6:26 a.m. – Medic needed 
on County Road 720 for a 
male who had popped his 
hip out of place and was in 
extreme pain. Medic took the 
patient to St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Enid.

10:58 a.m. – Caller 
reported harassing text 
messages they were receiving.

11:31 a.m. – Medic needed 
for a male with a-fib who is 
dehydrated. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

12:42 p.m – Medic needed 
in Carmen for a female with 
kidney problems. Medic 
took the patient to St. Mary’s 
Hospital.

3:05 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed in the 400 block of 
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From Page 36 Sheriff
Corn in Goltry. All was okay.

4:35 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed in the 200 block of 5th 
Street.
Thursday, January 19, 2023

During this day were six 
traffic stops.

6:27 a.m. – Medic needed 
in the 300 block of 2nd Steet 
for a male who had fallen and 
couldn’t get up. No transport 
needed.

3:09 p.m. – Medic needed on 
County Road 560 for a female 
dizzy and vision problems. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

6:06 p.m. – Report of a 
stolen red Ford F150. Advised 
he let someone use it but they 
haven’t brought it back in two 
days. Advised Enid Police 
Department. EPD called back 
and advised the individuals and 
vehicle was located.

6:21 p.m. – Report of gun 
fire on County Road 560. 
Caller thought it was a stray 
bullet and he drove around and 
saw no vehicle. Deputy was 
advised.

Friday, January 20, 2023
During this day were five 

traffic stops.
6:44 p.m. – Caller advised 

of a theft in the 600 block of 
Main in Goltry.

11:35 p.m. – Report of a 
two vehicle accident at 5th 
Street and Oklahoma. Advised 
airbags have deployed and 
there was one injury. Two 
signed patient refusals. No 
transport needed.
Saturday, January 21, 2023

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

2:43 p.m. – Caller advised a 
lady had hit a guard rail west of 

Burlington and was wanting to 
make a report.

8:11 p.m. – Caller advised 
they could smell smoke in the 
300 block of Massachusetts. 
Fire department advised it was 
a wood burning stove.

10:34 p.m. – Caller advised 
people were yelling, screaming 
and banging on his house. 
Advised he knew the subjects 
and they had been drinking. 
Caller advised they left in a 
gray truck. Officer advised he 
spoke with the other parties 
and they were separated and all 
was okay.

Sunday, January 22, 2023
During this day was one 

report of cattle out.
4:13 a.m. – Caller advised 

she needed an officer because 
her stepchildren were 
destroying her house and 
smashing and breaking things 
around the house. Deputy 
advised one adult male was in 
custody.

4:14 p.m. – Medic needed in 
the 1100 block of Oklahoma for 
a male with trouble breathing. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid. 

9:14 p.m. – Medic needed 
in the 400 block of Central 
for a female with chest pains. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

Monday, January 23, 2023
During this day there was 

one traffic stop.
1:39 a.m. – Medic needed 

at James Crabtree Correctional 
Center for a male with difficulty 
breathing. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

9:10 a.m. – Report of 
a reckless driver on OK-8. 

 See Sheriff Page 38
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Community 
Calendar Caller advised a white pickup was all 

over the road and would got into the 
ditch. Advised deputy, OHP, Woods and 

Barber Counties. Deputy made contact 
with vehicle outside of Burlington. 
Advised all was okay. 

From Page 37 Sheriff

From Page 34 County
1-10 mph over the speed limit. ($100)

Robert Dale Shofner, Tulsa, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit. ($100)

Gina Feather Wilson, Perry, has been 
cited for speeding 15 mph over the speed 
limit. ($264)

Valerie June Distefano, Alva, has 
been cited for speeding 16-20 mph over 
the speed limit. ($279)

The following individuals were cited 
with not wearing seatbelt ($20): Roland 
David Walker, Red Devil, Alaska.

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution is every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 
meets every fourth Thursday of the 
month at The Homestead in Alva.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting is at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 

Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.
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available at:

Alva’s Market
Ampride Convenience
Holder Drug
Lite N Nite Convenience
Shepherd’s
or stop by our office M-F 8:30-5:00
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