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Johnson – Alfalfa County’s Board of 
Commissioners – met Monday morning 
to tackle a short agenda. They first 
handled routine items like the approval 
of minutes, blanket purchase orders and 
M&O warrants for payment. 

The three men then signed a resolution 
stating the county had determined a 
need for an employee personnel policy 
handbook to be uniformly applied to all 
employees and that it would significantly 
improve communications between the 
county and its workers. 

In addition, the resolution stated 
the handbook promoted fairness in 
employment and assisted in the prevention 
of discrimination of employment of any 
nature. The resolution comes as officials 
recently changed vacation and sick leave 
verbiage on page 31 of the employee 
handbook. 

Effective Feb. 21, 2023, employees 
who have already reached their eight-
year anniversary shall be granted the 
extra week of vacation immediately. The 
handbook lays out the details with an 
added sentence: This is at the discretion 

Alfalfa County commissioners 
sign resolution for employee 
handbook

of the elected official/supervisor. 
Next, the commissioners signed a bid 

auction notice for a 2006 International 
7600 Semi (Inv. no. D3 302-316, 
Serial no. 1HSWYAHR46J390400) for 
Sturgeon’s Truck and Tractor Sales in 
Meno. The auction will be held on April 
3 at 9 a.m. 

After that, they approved County 
Clerk Laneta Schwerdtfeger (who was 
joined at the table by Lacey Roquemore) 
to go out on a bid for a new or used 
fire truck for Helena Responders. The 
last few agenda items only took a few 
minutes – they approved a private 
property access easement for the NW¼ 
of 16-25-9 to clean out a waterway 
and then a payment of reimbursement 
request no. 2 for the Amorita REAP 
grant (no. AL23-1), using REAP funds 
and Amorita funds. 

Commissioners removed a project 
from the CIRB 5-year plan for District 
1 (JP no. 35415) STP/BR Low Water 
Crossing, NS 252 EW3.4. Then they 
accepted a project as complete, signing 
the affidavit for completion form for 
Amorita REAP grant no. AL23-1.

Early voting begins Thursday, March 30, 
for voters in Woods County. Eligible voters 
include those registered within the Alva 
Public School boundaries, City of Alva, 
Town of Freedom and City of Waynoka. 
Voters who will not be able to make it to the 
polls on Election Day, have the option of 
voting early at their County Election Board.

Woods County Election Board 
Secretary Holly Blevins, said early voting 
is open to all voters. “You do not need to 
provide an excuse to vote early. Oklahoma 
allows early voting for all elections 
conducted by the County Election Board 
or State Election Board – from school 
board and municipal elections to state and 
federal elections. This is a great option for 
those who will be out of town on Election 
Day or who want to avoid long lines,” 
Blevins said.

Early voting is available Thursday, 
March 30, and Friday, March 31, from 8:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the County Election 
Board located at 427 Barnes Ave., Suite 2, 
Alva, OK. Blevins reminds voters that early 
voting is not available at polling locations.

For questions, please contact the Election 
Board at 508-327-1452 or woodscounty@
elections.ok.gov.

Early voting 
begins 
March 30
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A Medicare scam; preparing 
for spring storms

By Marione Martin
Tuesday morning 

I had a call from an 
Alva resident about 
a scam. She and her 
husband received 
some Covid-19 home 
tests in the mail that 
they had not ordered. 
The paperwork asked 
them to call a phone 

number if they didn’t order the tests and 
received them in error. It also told them 
that Medicare covers eight free Covid-19 
tests a month. Consulting with a family 
member, they decided the tests were a 
ploy to get Medicare numbers.

The Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) says scammers are calling and 
running websites, online and television 
ads to try to convince people to give 
their Medicare information. But if you 
give them your information, they’ll 
bill fraudulent charges to Medicare. 
Although the FTC doesn’t mention the 
exact situation of the caller, it sounds 
like a similar scam.

Fraudulent charges may affect 
your Medicare coverage. Although the 
money doesn’t come directly out of 
your pocket, you may not be able to get 
medical equipment you need. The FTC 
recommends you check your Medicare 
Summary Notice to be sure you (and 
Medicare) are only being charged 

for services you really got. You can 
report this or similar Medicare scams 
at ReportFraud.ftc.gov or by calling 
1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357). 

Preparing for Spring Storms
My latest copy of The Oklahoma 

Publisher from the Oklahoma Press 
Association (OPA) brought a reminder 
to be prepared for spring storms. I don’t 
consider myself an expert on computers. 
I just have long experience using them. I 
have a bunch of college hours in courses 
for computer programming (or coding), 
but my computer hardware knowledge 
comes mainly from experience. 

On the other hand, the OPA’s Wilma 
Newby is an expert. She’s their computer 
consultant, and she actually grew up in 
Alva. You may remember her as Wilma 
Hill, the sister of April (Hill) Ridgway.

Wilma authored the article in the 
Publisher which specifically reminds 
newspapers to back up their computers 
on a regular basis. I’ll repeat some of 
her information here, but first I want 
to mention a recent experience at our 
newspaper office.

It was not a stormy day, but suddenly 
the lights flashed off and back on. This 
set off a chorus of beeping as we use 
lots of battery backup surge protectors. 
These handy devices are plugged into the 
electrical outlet, and then you plug your 
computer and accessories in the device. 
They’ve saved us many headaches in 
replacing computer equipment.

After the incident, I found that one of 
our surge protectors was fried. I bought a 
new replacement, and soon we were back 
in business. However, one of the four 
computers I use daily was not working. 
The computer seemed to be on, but there 
was nothing on the monitor. I thought the 
monitor was the problem and replaced it. 
That was not the case. Then I thought it 
was an internet problem because another 
computer in my office couldn’t connect. 

I called in some help and the internet 
issue was solved. Apparently one of the 
surge protectors in my office wasn’t 
working. Plugging the power for the 
internet splitter into a new location fixed 
that issue. But the other computer was 
still dark. The computer was taken back 
to the shop for inspection and needed 

a new power supply. There was one 
other little glitch with the sound, which 
turned out to be a software fix, but now 
everything is working. I still need to get 
a new surge protector for the computer 
that was repaired. The battery backup 
surge protector units come in different 
sizes and prices. I recommend them 
highly.

Backing Up Your Computer
While there are other options like 

backing up your computer to the cloud or 
to a flash drive, if you have a lot of data 
you’ll probably need to use an external 
drive. Look for external drives with 2 to 
4 terabytes of space in reliable brands. 
Wilma recommends Western Digital, 
LaCie, Seagate, Toshiba or Buffalo. Here 
are her directions on making backups:

If you’re on a Mac, make sure 
the drive is formatted for an Apple 
computer. Use Disk Utilities to reformat 
to the Apple format. Then go to System 
Preferences (or System Setting on newer 
computers) under the Apple menu. 
Locate Time Machine and add the 
external drive with the + symbol and let 
it back up. When it’s finished, plug in the 
next drive and repeat the process. 

Check to make sure the backup 
worked by looking on the external drive 
in a folder called backup.backup. Within 
that folder should be a folder with the 
computer’s name on it which should 
contain a copy of your entire hard drive. 
Look in the Users folder > the user name 
> Desktop to see if the desktop filed 
copied to the external drive.

There are two ways to back up a 
Windows computer. First is Backup and 
Restore. To get there type Control Panel 
in the search bar and open it. Inside 
Control Panel is Backup and Restore. 
Open it an click Set up backup. In the 
next window the external drive should 
show up; click it and hit Next. Let 
Windows choose in the next window 
and click Next. It now says it will back 
up the system as well as the files, which 
is best for recovery. Choose Next then 
Save setting and run backup. If it’s been 
backed up before select the Back up now 
button.

 See Marione Page 10
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During its regular monthly meeting 
Monday evening, the Freedom School 
Board swore in Kyle Rhodes as a 
member of the board. They then voted 
on a board reorganization: Shane 
Morris will remain as board president, 
Phil Kirkpatrick will be vice president, 
Robert Babcock will be clerk and Kyle 
Rhodes will be deputy clerk.

In other business, the board adopted 
the Woods County multi-jurisdiction 
hazard mitigation plan. “We do this 
every year,” explained Superintendent 
Frieda Burgess. “Nothing has changed.”

The board also approved the consent 
agenda, which consisted of the minutes 

Freedom school board holds 
brief organizational meeting

of the previous meeting; the treasurer’s 
report; encumbrances and signing 
warrants for the general, building and 
child nutrition funds; activity fund 
expenditures; the municipal accounting 
system for 2023-24. 

The consent agenda also included 
Policy EMG, which concerns animals in 
the school building. It prohibits students, 
staff and visitors from bringing an 
animal into the school unless specifically 
authorized to do so. Service animals – 
such as those that assist people who are 
blind or deaf or have other conditions – 
are allowed, as required by the Americans 

with Disabilities Act. However, therapy 
animals and emotional support animals 
will not be allowed. If the service animal 
gets out of control, the policy is for the 
school to immediately report it to law 
enforcement.

Also included in the approved 
consent agenda was a list of items 
declared to be surplus. These items are:

• One John Deere mower tractor 
without deck,

• Six gym/ag shop ceiling lights,
• Variety of used pipe ¾ inch to 1/1/2 

inch, and
• One cafeteria stove top.

Early voting begins Thursday, March 
30, for voters in Alfalfa County. Voters 
who will not be able to make it to the 
polls on Election Day have the option 
of voting early at their county election 
board. 

Alfalfa County Election Board 
Secretary Stephanie Jantz said early 
voting is open to all voters.  

“You do not need to provide an 

Early voting begins in 
Alfalfa County

excuse to vote early. Oklahoma allows 
early voting for all elections conducted 
through the State Election Board – from 
school board and municipal elections to 
state and federal elections. This is a great 
option for those who will be out of town 
on Election Day or who want to avoid 
long lines,” Jantz said. 

Early voting is available Thursday, 
March 30, and Friday, March 31, from 

8 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the county election 
board. Jantz reminds voters that early 
voting is not available at polling 
locations. 

The Alfalfa County Election Board is 
located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee 
and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. For questions, 
please contact the Election Board at 580-
596-2718 or alfalfacounty@elections.
ok.gov. 
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From Page 4 

Marione

Breya Beck has been selected as one 
of five finalists for the Oklahoma 
FFA State Reporter Contest. The 
stage award ceremony will be held on 
Wednesday, May 3, 2023, at 1:30 p.m., 
in the BOK (Bank of Oklahoma Cen-
ter) Arena in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

By Marione Martin
Alva residents were confused when a 

long siren was activated Saturday night. 
The weather gave no indications of a 
tornado. The siren was triggered by an 
inmate walking away from Bill Johnson 
Correctional Center in Alva. Residents 
were told to make sure their doors and 
their vehicles were locked. The correct 
siren for an inmate escape is three short 
sirens, according to information later 
posted by the city.

According to a news release from 
the Department of Corrections, the walk 
away was Joey Mena (DOC 2001856). 
Inmate Mena walked away from BJCC 
sometime between 6:23 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
on March 18. During the 9 p.m. count, 
Inmate Mena was unaccounted for. 
Upon confirmation of his absence, local 
police and area hospitals were notified 
and search efforts commenced.

Inmate Mena, 45, was serving a 165-
day sentence for two counts of larceny 
and one count of possession of stolen 
property out of Oklahoma County. He 
is a Hispanic male with a bald head, 
brown eyes, standing 5 feet, 10 inches 

Inmate walks away 
from BJCC, Alva

tall, and weighing 200 pounds. He is 
heavily tattooed on both arms, back and 
chest, and has a dog bite scar on his left 
cheek, as well as a scar on his chin. He is 
suspected to be traveling in the company 
of a woman.

Later the Alva Police Department 
posted on Facebook that Mena had 
stolen a vehicle from the Alva area and 
was believed to be traveling away from 
the area.

If you have seen Inmate Mena or 
know of his whereabouts, Oklahoma 
Department of Corrections officials 
urges you to call 911 or the Department 
of Corrections Fugitive Warrants 
Division at 405-425-2570.

At the Monday, March 20, Alva City 
Council meeting the topic of emergency 
notifications was addressed. The sirens 
are the only emergency notification 
system currently in effect. The error 
in the wrong siren configuration was 
mentioned. Under new business, the 
council discussed and voted to have the 
mayor or his designee work with Woods 
County Emergency Management to set 
up a phone warning system. Much like 
the Blackboard Connect program used in 
previous years in Alva, the system will 
require people to provide their contact 
numbers if they wish to be included. 
Watch for updates, and probably a 
notification on Alva utility bills, when 
the system is ready for input of phone 
numbers.

Leaving the drives on the computer 
all the time isn’t recommended since 
they fill up with multiple copies of the 
hard drive. Depending on its size, one 
drive can back up several computers on 
the same platform.

It’s a good idea to update your 
backup at least once a month. Set a 
reminder on your phone or write it on 
your calendar. Another good practice is 
to use a flash drive once a week to back 
up bookkeeping records and other files 
that change frequently. Keep it in a safe 
or a different building from the computer.

And do remember that computers 
need to be replaced from time to time. 
As I was writing this Tuesday, one of our 
heavily used computers suddenly said it 
was repairing disk errors and went into 
an endless loop. A little internet sleuthing 
helped us get the computer going again, 
but we’re now looking for a replacement 
computer. 
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Senate Review 

OYE Sale of Champions exceeded 
$1.5 million this year
By Senator Roland Pederson

Legislative showmanship at the 
Oklahoma Youth Expo is something my 
colleagues and I look forward to each 
year. This year, I showed Drummond 
FFA member Kendra Dillingham’s goat 
and I appreciate her sharing the details 
of her project with me. These students 
work extremely hard and are full of 
knowledge when it comes to livestock 
and the agriculture industry. It is always 
a pleasure to interact with our youth, and 
I am already looking forward to next 
year’s show.

OYE breaks records each year with 
the number of entries, as well as the 
amount invested in Oklahoma kids. 
The Sale of Champions exceeded $1.5 
million this year. This is in addition to 
nearly $400,000 in scholarships awarded 
to senior exhibitors and the other sales 
throughout the week. OYE is the world’s 
largest junior livestock show, and it 
would not be possible without the very 
dedicated individuals who spend all year 

planning the event. I appreciate their 
hard work and all they do to support 
Oklahoma’s youth. Be sure to mark your 
calendars for next year’s show, which is 
scheduled for March 12-22, 2024.

This week is a big one in the 
Legislature as we approach the deadline 
to hear bills in their house of origin. In the 
Senate, we have just over 250 measures 
that are still eligible to be heard. Any 
bills that aren’t heard before Thursday’s 
deadline will then be dormant and cannot 
be considered again until next year. 
Across the rotunda, the House is facing 
the same deadline and will be sending us 
hundreds of bills to review in the coming 
weeks. I look forward to working with 
our counterparts to get the best policies 
to the governor’s desk.

One issue we will be focusing on 
this week is reforming the medical 
marijuana industry. Just a few weeks 
ago, Oklahomans showed up at the polls 
and voiced their opposition to SQ 820, 
which would have made recreational 

marijuana legal in the state. All 77 
counties voted against this, and part 
of that can be credited to the issues 
communities across the state have faced 
since medical marijuana became legal a 
few years ago. Our farmland has been 
bought for illegal operations, our water 
supply has been diminished by grows, 
who use large amounts, and there are 
now more dispensaries in the state 
than gas stations. Oklahoma citizens 
were clear on where they stand, and it 
is now our job to put laws in place that 
will alleviate some of these problems 
and clean up the messes caused by bad 
actors.

It is an honor to serve as your state 
senator. I encourage you to visit the state 
Capitol and invite you to stop by my 
office on the fourth floor. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out with your concerns 
or questions. You can reach my office by 
phone at 405-521-5630 or by email at 
Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov.

By Yvonne Miller
A house estimated to be at least 100 

years old burned to the ground Monday 
afternoon, March 21. Barber County 
Fire Chief Roger Robison (for stations 
2, 3 and 9) confirmed the call came in at 
1:35 p.m.

The location was KS-2 and Hawkins 

House fire along KS-2 between 
Hazelton and Kiowa

in between Kiowa and Hazelton, Kansas. 
Robison said Rick Davis owns the house 
where two people had been sleeping – 
one upstairs and one in the basement. No 
one was hurt, the chief said and added 
that he had no additional details about 
the people.

Robison said at this point they have 

no known cause for the fire. Weather 
conditions were extremely windy with 
the high temperature about 63 degrees. 
Firefighters had the flames out and under 
control by about 5 p.m. The structure had 
collapsed into the basement. Tuesday 
morning the chief said the remains were 
still smoldering. Robison added a bit 
of trivia: when he was a kid, Lawrence 
Lane lived in that house. 

The Kiowa, Hazelton and Medicine 
Lodge fire departments responded. Also 
at the scene were members of the Barber 
County Sheriff’s Department, Kiowa 
Police Chief Travis Peterson and KHP 
Troopers Brattin and Quick.

Newsprint End Rolls
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva
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Carl’s Capitol Comments

Fun and success at 
Oklahoma Youth Expo
By Rep. Carl Newton

Last week was spring break 
for thousands of 
students across the 
state. Many took 
the opportunity to 
come to Oklahoma 
City to take part in 
the Oklahoma Youth 
Expo. This is a 
fantastic opportunity 
for Oklahoma youth 
involved in 4-H and 

FFA to showcase and sell the animals 
they’ve raised by hand. Getting an 
animal to this show takes hours and 
hours of hard work and dedication, 
and the youth that participate deserve 
an enormous amount of credit.

One of the most enjoyable parts of 
the show for me and other lawmakers is 
the Legislative and Celebrity Livestock 
Show, which pairs a legislator with 
a youth to help exhibit their animal. 
This year, I showed a pig raised by 

Rylan Compston who is a member of 
Woodward 4-H. The swine’s name 
is Cowboy. We won the 2023 OYE 
Champion Swine Showmanship 
award. This was a lot of fun.

OYE is the world’s largest junior 
livestock show. It brings together more 
than 7,000 4-H and FFA members every 
March to the State Fairgrounds, giving 
them the opportunity to showcase 
not only their animals but also  other 
agricultural projects. Participants 
further their education goals and 
hone their leadership skills, all 
working toward helping them become 
contributing members of society.

It’s great to be able to participate 
in this event and support our next 
generation of leaders.

Last week in the Legislature, we 
had several power-packed days on 
the House floor hearing multiple 
bills before taking a short break. This 
allowed House and Senate members 
to spend time in their districts for a 
few days before returning for our busy 
deadline week. By March 23, all bills 
must advance from their chamber of 
origin to stay active this session.

Several of My House Bills Passed 
Last Week

House Bill 1977 that would make 
broadband internet more accessible to 
individuals across the state by allowing 
service providers to attach equipment to 
Oklahoma Department of Transportation 
bridges. This would save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars eliminating the 
need for fiber to be laid under rivers. 

House Bill 1966 would allow 
commercial pesticide sprayers to spray 
their own yards without additional 
licensing requirements.

House Bill 1964 would add 
nonprofit vision research institutions 
to those entities able to participate in 
receiving donations eligible for tax 
credits beginning in tax year 2024. The 
measure increases the annual cap for 
tax credits awarded for donations to a 
vision, cancer or biomedical research 
institute from $2 million to $6 million 
and caps the credit amount at $1,000 
for a single filer, $2,000 for joint filers 
and $50,000 for corporations.

As always, if I can help in any 
way, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. You may reach me by 
email at carl.newton@okhouse.
gov, or phone me at 405-557-7339. 
God bless you and the State of 
Oklahoma. 
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By Marione Martin
A man from Aline has been charged 

in Alfalfa County with exposing himself 
to an underage girl via a cellphone video 
call. The incident was reported to law 
enforcement by the man’s ex-wife.

Court records show on March 12, 
Alfalfa County Deputy T.J. Rockenbach 
received a message from Kodee Nickel 
about the incident. He asked for more 
details, and she emailed him a video 
clip and information about how it was 
obtained.

On March 13, Deputy Rockenbach 
contacted the woman who sent the 
video to Nickel. The woman said her 
daughter, who lives in Taloga, and her 
niece were on FaceTime with Ronnie 
Nickel. Her daughter got off the video 
call before the incident, but the 15-year-
old cousin was still on the video chat 

Aline man charged with 
obscene video call

when Ronnie Nickel allegedly showed 
himself nude. The girl recorded a video 
of the incident and sent it to her cousin. 
That girl showed it to her mother who 
forwarded it to Nickel’s ex-wife.

Rockenbach contacted District 
Attorney’s Investigator Steve Tanio 
to assist in the investigation. He made 
contact with Dewey County Deputy D. 
Kilmer and asked him to interview the 
juvenile who reported the incident. The 
girl told Kilmer that Nickel was in his 
son’s bedroom when he exposed himself. 
She said she did not ask him to expose 
himself, nor did she hear if he asked her 
anything during this time as she muted 
the phone call. 

Tanio and Rockenbach put 
together a search warrant for Nickel’s 
residence to retrieve any electronic 
devices. A laptop and two iPads were 

retrieved from the home. Officers 
also retrieved a cellphone from 
Nickel’s person. Nickel’s juvenile 
son was taken to the sheriff’s office 
where he met with a DHS worker and 
was then released to the custody of 
his mother. 

Nickel was arrested and taken to 
the Alfalfa County Jail where he was 
read his Miranda warning and booked. 

Ronnie Glen Nickel, 49, of Aline, 
has been charged with showing 
obscene material to a minor and 
violation of Oklahoma statute via 
computer, both felonies. The first 
count is punishable by imprisonment 
for 10 to 30 years. The second is 
punishable by imprisonment for not 
more than five years, or by a fine of 
not more than $5,000, or both such 
imprisonment and fine.

By Marione Martin
During the regular meeting Monday, 

the Woods County Commissioners 
rejected bids for a tractor for District 3. 
Chairman John Smiley said he was not 
satisfied with the two bids received. He 
plans to rebid the tractor.

Two events for courthouse property 
were approved. The Classic Bowl Honor 
Band was approved to use the courthouse 
lawn on Friday, June 2.

Woods County Commissioners 
reject tractor bids
Farmers Market starts June 3

The commissioners also approved 
the use of the east courthouse lawn for 
the Alva Farmers Market to begin June 
3. The market will be open on Tuesdays 
and Saturdays. One Saturday a month, 
they will have bouncy houses free to 
children. The commissioners verified 
that the bouncy house owners have 
insurance.

Two transfers of appropriations were 
approved. District 1 (David Hamil) 
will transfer $15,169.01 from Highway 
CIRB to Highway personal services. 
District 2 (Randy McMurphy) will 
transfer $15,169.02 from Highway 
CIRB to Highway personal services.

The commissioners approved a 
transfer of funds from District 2 CBIR 
to the ETR fund for payment of a loan in 
the amount of $10,000.

An Airgas lease renewal for District 
1 was approved in the amount of $448.

The commissioners voted to surplus 

and junk a wireless microphone and a 
floor buffer. They declared a posthole 
digger and 12 ft. auger surplus for the 
fairgrounds.

The annual Sheriff’s Commissary 
Financial Report was approved in 
the amount of $4,996.12. County 
Clerk Shelley Reed said the sheriff’s 
department is now providing items 
prisoners may make purchases through 
a company that prepackages the items. 
The sheriff’s department receives a small 
percentage of the revenue. The auditor 
requires the annual financial report.

The commissioners approved the 
reimbursement payment for Woods 
County Rural Water District #3 through 
a REAP grant. The grant will pay for 
$29,018 on the Croft Country Chevrolet 
invoice for a pickup.

The minutes of the last meeting 
and blanket purchase orders were also 
approved.
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 See Kiowa Page 22

Raised in Kiowa, Kansas, Katie Cox is on the cover of the Jacksonville Business 
Journal after being named in `Jacksonville’s Women of Influence.’

By Yvonne Miller 
Since she was a kid in Kiowa, 

Kansas, Katie Cox loved football. She 
was and still is a major Denver Broncos 
fan. However her heart and livelihood 
is in sunny Jacksonville, Florida, where 
she is vice president of marketing and 
charitable giving for the Gator Bowl. 

Now 17 years with the Gator Bowl, 
Cox is one of 20 professionals out 
of 100 applicants recently named to 
Jacksonville’s Women of Influence. Her 
individual picture was selected to grace 
the cover of the Jacksonville Business 
Journal.

“It frightened me to have my face 
on a magazine. It was a total surprise,” 
Cox said with a laugh. “I was really 
humbled. All the women who are 
honored are really amazing. We got to 
hear each others’ stories. They are all so 

Kiowa native Katie Cox named in 
‘Jacksonville’s Women of Influence’
• Featured on the cover of Jacksonville Business Journal
• VP of Marketing and Charitable Giving for Gator Bowl, Cox 
said,
• `We do more than just run a football game’

different. It’s neat to see how everyone 
makes their mark on the world.” When 
asked the most unique profession among 
the honored women Cox said it is one 
who runs a comedy film festival in 
Jacksonville, which is “non-traditional” 
in that city. 

The Jacksonville Business Journal 
said the First Coast and its business 
community are shaped by a number of 
women whose leadership across law, 
real estate, transportation, nonprofits 
and other sectors have helped their 
organizations and the area grow. 
Spotlighting the work they have done 
to help build a better Jacksonville, 
these women were selected based on 
their professional success, community 
involvement and impact on the region. 

Receiving this recognition is not 
only a compliment to Cox, a 2000 South 

Barber High School graduate, she said. 
“It’s good for a lot of things and great 
for our businesses! It shows we (Gator 
Bowl) do more than just run a football 
game,” she said. “I’m lucky to get to 
carry the torch for us. I got the award 
but it belongs to the team. That’s been 
our goal all year to help educate the 
community.”

The staff at Gator Bowl Sports “is 
very lean,” Cox said. They operate with 
only six full-time staff year-round and 
supplement with five interns in Bowl 
Season. “It’s been my privilege to serve 
as the senior female on our staff for a 
number of years and, as such, I find that I 
tend to lead through prioritizing people’s 
experience – our corporate partners, our 
membership, the ticket holders and also 
the staff.”

Cox said, “I humbly believe that 
leadership is as simple as this: Lead 
by example, sincerely listen and do 
whatever it takes.” She said, “A vast 
majority of the time that is done by being 
present, giving time and listening to hear. 
As that mutual respect is built, you find a 
team that is comfortable and confident to 
move forward cohesively.” 

During football season Cox works 
probably 70 or 80 hours/week and cuts 
back to 50 or 60 hours/week in the 
regular season. Her lightest workload is 
in the summer months.

Describing her position, Cox said, “I 
have the people part of our job: doing 
events or networking. I have pretty fun 
work hours and flexibility. I get paid 
to form relationships with people. It’s 
funny – I’m a little of an introvert and 
need to be at home some to recharge.”
Cox Career Highlight is Formation of 

Gator Bowl Charities
Cox lists her most significant 

accomplishment as the development of 
Gator Bowl Charities as an independent 
501(c)(3). When she joined the team in 
2006, community based programming 
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functioned solely as marketing and 
ticketing programs. 

“Early in my career, I vocalized 
a vision to bring attention to our 
key programs: Send a Child to the 
Game Program, Award of Excellence 
Scholarship Program and School 
Fundraising Program. Our president 
and CEO at the time, Rick Catlett, 
empowered me to grow those programs 
and as they gained traction, my vision 
for a larger charitable initiative grew. 
The opportunity to develop a separate 
501(c)(3) dedicated to philanthropic 
efforts came to life in 2014 when Gator 
Bowl Sports diversified to not only 
host the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl game, 
but also launch the Jacksonville Sports 
Council. At that time, we concurrently 
launched Gator Bowl Charities (branded 
JAXSPORTS Charities in 2014) as a 
separate 501(c)(3) focused on creation 
of programs that would impact youth in 
our community. An advisory board was 
appointed and the work began.”

Speaking of the philanthropic effort 
she motivated, Cox said, “It’s a beautiful 
connection between Gator Bowl and 
community charities. It makes an impact 
through community charities. Each year 
it’s grown. I love the football game, but 
for me on a day in day out basis, it’s a joy 
for me to have an opportunity to make 
a difference in our community through 
charity events.”

But it’s not all a bed of roses. 
Cox described the past three years at 
Gator Bowl Sports as “tumultuous” 
due to Covid-19, the replacement 
of participating football teams and 
a transition of president and CEO. 
Through those challenges that Cox said 
“felt like a continual phase of transition,” 
she summarized her contribution to the 
organization’s direction as leadership, 
relationships and communication.

“You have to be smart and savvy at 
your job. I have good mentors,” she said.

Organized Chaos During the 
TaxSlayer Gator Bowl

Compliments Kirk Herbstreit

From Page 20 Kiowa
“The month of December is when 

it all comes together,” Cox said of the 
78th Annual TaxSlayer Gator Bowl. She 
was excited that “high-profile” teams 
the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame and 
the South Carolina GameCocks put on 
a last-minute thriller. Notre Dame came 
out victorious 45-38. Cox said this 
game was the “fiifth most attended” and 
“seventh most watched” bowl game by 
TV ratings of the year. 

Despite her busy schedule on a 
given day, Cox she starts her day at 
the office to make sure “my team is all 
good.” 

When it’s leading up to game 
time Cox said, “I spend a tremendous 
amount of time on the phone making 
sure details are set up.” 

There’s series of press conferences 
and she insures everything is running 
on time. Each team has their own 
media person. She and staff make sure 
the teams and coaches are squared 
away – the players are sitting in the 
right spot. 

“You kind of wing it,” Cox said. 
“You finalize the press conference then 
move a whole group to another room. 
Then they meet with a bunch of kids. 
It’s an opportunity for the players and 
coaches to engage with local kids. It’s 
really special. A lot of those kids have 
no idea who the football players are, 
but the fact they are coming out in 
their jerseys, it’s a really special thing 
to see,” she said.

“Then you really start to focus on the 
game. Are all the boards correct? Are all 
the logos where they are supposed to be 
throughout the stadium? Check all the 
last-minute details. It’s some weird mix 
of events, media and PR, community 
relations and partner relations. It’s 
chaotic – you take it as it comes! When 
you walk in the door you never know 
what fire will be there for you to put out 
so you go with the flow. There’s nothing 
bad about it – it’s all fun!”

Through her years at the Gator Bowl 
Cox has met many high-profile coaches 

and players. “I’ve learned they are all 
just people – they just happen to have a 
high-profile job. We all have our roles. 
I have exceptional memories, because I 
don’t take pictures all the time.”

Of all she met, Cox mentioned 
Kirk Herbstreit, an analyst on ESPN’s 
GameDay and a sportscaster, providing 
color commentary for college football 
games. “Herbstreit is so brilliant. He 
has one of the truly brightest football 
minds.”
Cox Attributes Her Success to Small 

Town Roots
After high school Cox took a risk, 

leaving Kansas for St Augustine, 
Florida, where she attended Flagler 
College and majored in sports business. 
After earning that degree she joined the 
Gator Bowl as an intern. 

“I got really fortunate. I’ve had great 
people along the way to guide me,” she 
said. 

What advice would she give a young 
woman interested in entering the same 
field? Cox replied, “Just be you. There is 
no one else in the world like you, so with 
that in mind, show your authentic self.” 

“I was lucky to grow up in small 
community like Kiowa. Of course I 
had great parents (Jim and Cathy Cox). 
You knew how to talk to adults, you 
saw kindness, you learned not to burn 
bridges, you don’t disrespect people, 
you have values. Living in the Midwest 
like I did made me standout.” Looking 
at her success Cox said, “It’s a testament 
to my youth. We’re lucky to have had 
that.”

“Eventually I’d like to be a little bit 
closer to home – to be in driving distance. 
You miss a lot of what’s going on with 
your family and friends. You never grow 
out of being homesick.” Cox recently 
broke her foot and requires surgery in 
April and will be down three weeks. 
Mom is flying there to play nurse. “I told 
the doctor I want to run again and wear 
high heels.” She said, “Running helps 
my brain – it’s a good mental break for 
me.”

Looking back to the Women of 
Influence awards presentation, Cox said 
she was “so glad Mom and Dad could 
be there.” Her table was filled with old 
and recent friends, Gator Bowl staff and 
people who support them.

“I have the best friends. I have been 
tremendously blessed,” Cox said.
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Obituaries
JERRY ROY BROWNRIGG

Graveside services for Jerry 
Brownrigg were 2 
p.m. Friday, March 
10, 2023, at the Alva 
Municipal Cemetery 
with Rev. Ron 
Pingelton officiating. 
Arrangements are 
under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva.

Jerry Roy Brownrigg, son of William 
Neila and Hazel May (De Water) 
Brownrigg, was born September 1, 1930, 
at Buffalo, Oklahoma, and continued to 
call it his home for years to come. He 
passed away March 7, 2023, at Alva, 
at the age of 92 years, 6 months, and 6 
days.

He was raised by his mother and father 
and 4 siblings in Buffalo, Oklahoma, 
and graduated from Buffalo High School 
in 1949. He went on to attend college 
at Central State University in Edmond, 
Oklahoma, and transferred back to 
NWOSU in Alva, where he graduated 
in 1952. Jerry continued his education 
and obtained his Master’s Degree at the 
University of Oklahoma.

On May 13, 1955, Jerry married 
his sweetheart, Donna Belle Culp, in 
Bucklin, Kansas. He later earned his 
Doctorate Degree in Industrial Art 
Education at the University of Missouri 
in Columbia, Missouri. Together, he and 
Donna raised their two children, Sheri 
and Terry, in Alva, where he taught 
Industrial Education at NWOSU for 42 
years. He loved teaching and being a 
part of the college atmosphere.

Jerry had many interests and hobbies 
growing up and started boxing while in 
high school in the late 40’s and early 
50’s. He won the Oklahoma State 
Championship four times, claiming 
titles in 1949, 1950, 1952, and 1953. 
He reached the National Golden Gloves 
of Champions in Chicago, Illinois, 7 
times, making it to the finals twice, 
semi-finals once and placed eighth. Jerry 

was a member of the Oklahoma Golden 
Gloves team that won the National 
Championship. Jerry was also a proud 
member of the Oklahoma Boxing Hall 
of Fame and was inducted into the 
NWOSU Sports Hall of Fame in 1997.

Woodturning was Jerry’s passion. 
He loved to take a raw piece of wood 
and turn it into a work of art. He and 
Donna enjoyed traveling to various art 
festivals, taking his bowls to sell and 
display. Many of his bowls are scattered 
throughout Oklahoma. Woodturning 
may have been his passion but running 
was his love. Jerry was running before 
running was cool. In fact, he would run 
in street shoes because running shoes 
did not yet exist. Anyone who knew 
Jerry, knew you could probably find 
him running on a country road with his 
2 beloved bird dogs around noon every 
single day.

Besides his parents, William and 
Hazel, he was preceded in death by his 
three brothers, Jack Brownrigg, Junior 
Brownrigg, and Don Brownrigg; and his 
sister, Norma Jean Krogdahl.

Jerry is survived by his loving wife 
Donna of 67 years; his daughter, Sheri 
Brownrigg of Oklahoma City; his son, 
Terry Brownrigg and wife, Debbie, 
of Oklahoma City; two grandsons, 
Bray Brownrigg and wife, Lauren, and 
their two sons, Braxton and Bowen, of 
Oklahoma City, and his grandson, Coby 
Brownrigg and wife, Addison, and their 
daughter, Bond, of Oklahoma City; other 
relatives and many friends.

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
NWOSU Foundation.

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com

DOUG DOCTOR
Doug was born on October 16, 1952, 

and passed away on March 19, 2023. 
A memorial service will be held on 

Saturday, March 25, 2023, at 2 p.m. at 
The Bull Smokehouse and Saloon, 2036 
E Okla Blvd, Alva.

He is survived by his wife Sharon 
and one daughter.

Per his wishes, his body has been 
donated to the OUHSC (University Of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center) –
Willed Body Program. 

WILDA LYNN MAY FLAMING
Wilda Lynn 

May Flaming was 
born on July 18, 
1939, at the Purcell 
Regional Hospital 
to Bryce and Vertie 
Jo May.  On March 
13, 2023, Wilda was 
called home in the 
arms of her loving 
Lord and Savior. 

She attended Valley Grove School in 
Corbett, Oklahoma, through eighth 
grade and then Lexington School until 
she graduated in 1957. After graduation, 
Wilda attended nurses training in Enid, 
Oklahoma. While in nurses training, she 
met the love of her life. Royce and Wilda 
were united in marriage on October 31, 
1959. The couple resided in Fairview, 
Oklahoma, until moving to Cherokee, 
Oklahoma. While there they started their 
family with Randy, then twins, Barbara 
and Brenda. Later the couple moved 
to Sentinel, Oklahoma, where Royce 
managed the T.H. Roger Lumber Yard. 
While in Sentinel they welcomed their 
son, Michael.

Royce and Wilda took their young 
family on many vacations. They 
traveled up and down Route 66 through 
many states. The family’s passion was 
camping, water skiing, and fishing, 
although Wilda never learned to swim. 
Okay, maybe she could dog-paddle 
when in a panic.

Royce and Wilda moved back to 
Cherokee and built their family business, 
Sav-A-Trip Convenient Stores, which 
they had for many years. Wilda also 
owned and operated her own daycare for 
many years. She loved all of the children 
she cared for as her own, and they have 
always been dear to her heart. Wilda 
and Royce traveled for several years all 
over the United States and many other 
countries for business and pleasure. 
The Lord was the center of her life. It 
was her passion to teach her children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchild 
about the Lord. The family attended 
the First Baptist Church. Wilda taught 
Sunday School, VBS, and children’s 
church. She was also very active in the 
women’s ministry, mission trips with her 
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children and grandchildren, and many 
other areas of service. Her favorite was 
the Wednesday night Children’s Church 
(GA’s) which she taught for over 30 
years. 

Wilda was active in her children’s 
school activities volunteering her time 
with Speech & Debate, FFA, Band, and 
music trips. Wilda has always been a 
light for youth in her community helping 
as a Girl Scout leader, which was her 
passion, as well as 4-H leader and many 
other youth activities through the years. 

She was a lifelong member of the 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority, and the home 
extension group the Domes-ti-cate. 
She particularly enjoyed making crafts, 
hand embroidery, and food items for 
the county fair every year, especially 
her hand-made wreaths which she 
would win grand champion most every 
year. Later on in life Wilda served as a 
Board member for ACB Bank alongside 
her husband for many years. Some of 
the community activities she enjoyed 
were Red Hats, local blood drives, the 
breakfast group and Lunch Bunch, and 
Senior moments with FBC. If there was 
something going on in town you were 
sure to see her right in the middle of 
helping serve others.

Wilda is survived by her husband, 
Royce of 64 years; two daughters, Brenda 
Salinas and husband, Jose, Barbara 
Flaming; daughter-in-law, Teresa 
Flaming, all of Cherokee; grandchildren, 
Rebecca and John Bowman, Jacob 
and Mikala Salinas, all of Cherokee, 
Mathew Flaming of Tahlequah, Ashley 
and Aaren Blossom, and Bryce Flaming 
all of Cherokee; great grandchildren, 
and many other nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, Bryce and Vertie Jo May, 
brother Bob, and sons, Randy Flaming 
and Michael Flaming.

Funeral services for Wilda were held 
on Saturday, March 18, 2023, at 10:30 
a.m. at Cherokee First Baptist Church.   
Online condolences may be made at 
www.lanmanmemorials.com.

Memorials may be given to the FBC 
Youth Fellowship through the funeral 
home.

NELDA JUNE HEASLEY
Memorial 

services for Nelda 
Heasley will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 25, 
2023, at the Marshall 
Funeral Home 
Chapel with Todd 
Holder officiating. 
Inurnment will 

follow in the Alva Municipal Cemetery 
under the direction of Marshall Funeral 
Home of Alva.

Nelda June, daughter of the late 
Russell Good and Margerite Nelle 
(Sheddy) Elmore, was born June 19, 
1932, on the family farm north of Alva 
and passed away March 20, 2023, at her 
home in Alva at the age of 90 years, 9 
months and 1 day. She was raised on the 
family farm and attended school in Alva, 
graduating from Alva High School with 
the Class of 1950.

On January 14, 1951, Nelda married 
her high school sweetheart, Lynn 
Erban Heasley, at her home north of 
Alva. Together they had four children: 
John, Lynell, Julie, and Robert. They 
lived several places including Enid, 
Oklahoma; Abilene, Texas; Bedford, 
Texas; and Capron, Oklahoma before 
making their home in Alva in the early 
1970s.

She was a member of the First 
United Methodist Church and also 
Delta Zeta, PEO, the Holly Club, Jolly 
Housewives Home Extension Club, 
and Q.T.’s (Quilting Tuesdays). She 
was a wonderful seamstress and quilter. 
She also enjoyed cooking, knitting, 
crocheting, and doll making. Nelda 
was also an avid bird watcher. And, like 
every great Mom, would gladly take 
care of the many stray animals that her 
kids brought home. Let’s remember – 
she had four kids. She had a great sense 
of humor and regardless of any joke she 
heard, she would compliment that joke 
with laughter – no matter how terrible 
the joke might have been.

Besides her parents, Russell and 
Nelle, she was preceded in death by her 
sister, Mary Simon; her brother-in-law, 
Dr. Bill Simon; grandson, Harlyn John 
Heasley; and nephew, David Simon.

She is survived by her loving husband, 
Lynn, of 72 years; her children, John 
Heasley and wife, Betsy, of Waukomis, 

Lynell Beierschmitt and husband, Jim, 
of Enid, Julie Heasley of Alva, and 
Robert Heasley and wife, Gloria, of 
Seguin, Texas; eight grandchildren, 
Amber Finley and husband, Eric, of 
Broken Arrow, Cory Honeyman of 
Enid, Jaci Tolbert and significant other, 
Al Hunt, of Enid, Jennifer Brown and 
significant other, Melcolm Martin, of 
Enid, Taylor Beierschmitt and wife, 
Kim, of Enid, Julie Beierschmitt- 
Flowers and husband, Justin, of 
Grapevine, Texas, Shelby Kugler and 
husband, Eli, of Glenwood, Iowa, and 
Michael Heasley and significant other, 
Chelsey Venegas, of San Antonio, 
Texas. Also surviving are twenty great 
grandchildren, Caitlin, Evan, and Jacob 
Finley, Kelcie Honeyman, Marcus 
Tolbert, Maris and Maredi Hunt, Tersah 
and Aniyah Turner, Journey Brown, 
Melauni Martin, Melcolm Martin, 
Jay’cean Martin, Bradey, Grant, and 
Lincoln Beierschmitt, Myles and Jaxon 
Flowers, and Abraham and Abigail 
Kugler; one great great grandchild, 
Finley Turley; many dear to her heart 
nieces and nephews, other relatives and 
many friends.

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to Share 
Medical Foundation.

HAROLD DEAN HEPNER
Harold Dean Hepner, 92 year-old 

Freedom resident, 
died Saturday, 
March 18, 2023, 
in Oklahoma City 
surrounded by his 
family. Funeral 
services will be held 
at 2 p.m., Thursday, 
March 23, 2023, in 
the Freedom United 

Methodist Church. Interment will 
follow in the Haskew Cemetery with the 
Billings Funeral Home of Woodward, 
Oklahoma, in charge of arrangements.

Harold Dean Hepner was born 
on March 12, 1931, to Paul and Reta 
(Pancoast) Hepner on the family farm 
north of Freedom, Oklahoma. He grew 
up on a farm south of Freedom, attended 
Freedom schools, and graduated from 
Freedom High School. While in school 
he played various sports. Besides his 
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school work he was devoted to FFA 
and received various awards for his 
FFA projects and earned the American 
Farmer Degree when he was a senior in 
high school. 

Also while in school he met the 
love of his life Jeanne Gibson. HD and 
Jeanne were married in 1951 and were 
married for 66 years. They made their 
home in Freedom and were blessed 
with two children, Lyndon and Sharon.   
HD was drafted into the United States 
Army during the Korean Conflict and 
was stationed in Okinawa, Japan, for 
two years. After serving his country 
overseas, he was honorably discharged. 
He returned home just in time for a 
drought, and he moved his family to 
South Dakota for a short time returning 
to Freedom in 1954. Harold continued to 
farm and ranch throughout his entire life 
retiring at the age of 91.

He was a member of the Freedom 
United Methodist Church a Lifelong 
member of the Freedom American 
Legion and a Lifetime member of the 
Future Farmers of America.

Harold Dean was honored to be 
named the Freedom Rodeo Old Cowhand 
in 2011. He supported the rodeo for 
many years and worked countless hours 
helping run the rodeo. HD and Jeanne 
were always very supportive of their 
kids’ many activities. They have spent 
countless hours traveling to various 
football, softball and soccer games and 
of course  hundreds of rodeos. They 
have many times attempted to keep cool 
or dry in bleachers or under a tent and 
have had to run for cover from a tornado!

Harold Dean is survived by one 

son, Lyndon Hepner and wife Susan of 
Moore; one daughter, Sharon Harper 
and husband Ty of Blanchard; five 
grandchildren, Johnathan Hepner and 
wife Sara; Lynsey Janzen and husband 
Andrew; Kristin Harper; Kelsey Harper; 
Kylee Forell and husband Cody; ten 
great-grandchildren, Eli, Owen, and 
Caroline Janzen; Arnold and Poppy 
Hepner; Braxton, Bryson, and Kinzlee 
Sapp; Addison and Hattie Forell; several 
nieces, nephews, his corner store coffee 
group, other family and friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, wife, and two brothers.

In lieu of flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to the 
Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation 
for Alzheimer’s research with the funeral 
home accepting the contributions.

Remembrances may be shared online 
at www.billingsfuneralhomewoodward.
com.

BILL TIDWELL
Bill Tidwell passed away on March 

16, 2023, due to 
complications from 
cancer. He was born 
April 8, 1932, in 
Kiowa, Kansas, to 
Helen Mae Shafer 
Tidwell and William 
Lawrence Tidwell. 

The youngest 
of six children, Bill 

spent his early years on the family 
farm outside of Kiowa. In the 1940s his 
brothers entered the armed services and 
his father passed away, leaving 10-year-
old Bill with his mother and sister, Helen 
June, on the homestead. At Kiowa High, 
he emerged as an outstanding athlete and 
the state’s premier young miler, beating 
Wes Santee in the 1950 State High 
School Meet and breaking the record 
set in 1930 by Glenn Cunningham.  
In 1951, Bill married Margie Clark and 
the couple moved to northern California 
where Bill completed his basic training. 
In the Army, he competed in track meets 
at military bases and universities across 
the country, specializing in the half-
mile and winning the event at numerous 
competitions including the all Army 
and all-Service meets. In 1954, his 
rivalry with Wes Santee resumed as Bill 
defeated his fellow Kansan in the half-
mile at an inter-service meet in North 
Carolina.

In 1955, Bill and Margie moved to 
Emporia, and welcomed the birth of 
their first son, Rick. At Kansas State 
Teachers College, Bill emerged as one 
of the top five half-milers in the world, 
winning four NAIA championships and 
competing in invitationals around the 
country. After graduating, he moved with 
his family to New York City to pursue a 
doctorate at Columbia University. While 
studying, he also taught and coached 
at Hunter College, but he was soon 
recruited by Oberlin College as Chair 
of their Physical Education Department, 
Athletic Director and coach of the track 
and cross-country teams.

Bill and his family called Oberlin, 
home for more than a decade, welcoming 
two more boys to the family, Lon (1960) 
and Dale (1962). In 1971 they returned 
to Emporia and Bill was named Chair 
of the Department of Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation as well as 
Director of Athletics at Emporia State 
University. After twelve years, Bill 
stepped down as Department Chair and 
became head coach of the track and field 
and cross-country teams. In the late 
1970s, Bill and Margie separated.

In 1982 Bill married Kathy 
Clemmons and together they moved to a 
farm south of Emporia. Bill retired from 
Emporia State University in 1994, but 
his passion for animals and conservation 
kept him busy. He has been inducted 
into the NAIA, Drake Relays, Emporia 
State, and Kansas Sports Halls of Fame. 
His 1955 record of 1:47.61 remains the 
fastest 800m ever run by an Emporia 
State athlete. 

Bill was preceded in death by his 
mother, father, siblings, and eldest son 
as well as his first wife. 

He is survived by his wife, Kathy; 
his sons, Lon and Dale, their wives 
Anita and Sharon; Rick’s wife, Sarah; 
and his grandchildren, Philip, Chris, 
Rebecca, Gail, and Olivia as well as their 
spouses and five great-grandchildren. 
Bill’s family intends to organize a 
celebration of his life later this year. 

The family requests no flowers. 
A memorial has been established to 

the Bill and Kathy Tidwell Family Track 
and Field Scholarship at Emporia State 
University, sent in care of Roberts-Blue-
Barnett Funeral Home, PO Box #175, 
Emporia, Kansas 66801.
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The Jet Utilities Authority (Authority) 
in Alfalfa County received approval for 
a $148,828.12 Rural Economic Action 
Plan (REAP) grant Tuesday through 
the Oklahoma Water Resources Board 
(OWRB) to improve the Authority’s 
water infrastructure.

The Authority sells water to the 
town of Goltry and will use these 
proceeds to upgrade and upsize 
their system. The proposed project 
will replace approximately 5,600 
linear feet of 6” water line, existing 
gate valves, and water meters. The 
total estimated cost of the project is 
$148,828.12 which will be funded 
by this OWRB REAP grant.

Joe Freeman, chief of the 
OWRB’s Financial Assistance 
Division, calculated that the grant 
will save the Authority’s customers 
$238,700 in principal and interest 
charges by not having to borrow the 
project funds. Since 1983 the Water 
Resources Board has approved over 
$6.2 billion in loans and grants for 
water and wastewater infrastructure 
improvements throughout 
Oklahoma. 

“We are grateful to Senator Roland 
Pederson and Representative Carl 
Newton for their continued support of 
water and wastewater infrastructure 
funding in Oklahoma,” said Julie 
Cunningham, OWRB executive director.

Jet Utilities Authority 
receives $148,828.12 
grant for water
 system improvements

YELLING FOR THE SB TORNADOES NEXT YEAR – The newly elected Ju-
nior High Cheerleaders for the South Barber Tornadoes 2023-24 season are: 
(from left) Alyssa Sciara, Lynnon Humphrey, Breckyn Hiltner, Melany Du-
vall, Saige Schurter and Adrienne Simpson. Photo courtesy of sponsor Jessica 
Swonger
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LEADING THE CHIEFTAIN CHEERS NEXT SEASON – These girls were recently elected as the new South Barber 
High School Cheer Squad for the 2023-24 school year. From left: Kenslea Schupbach, Reignie Coggins, Lily Schurter, 
Jaden Allen, Jessica Jahay, Danielle MacKinney and Lily Dunham. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Action Ad
deadlines:

Noon on Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday.

Alva
Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.

Alva, OK
580-327-2200

Credit Cards Accepted
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By Yvonne Miller
Now is your opportunity to spring 

clean and rid your house of some stuff 
you don’t need. At their regular March 
meeting last week Kiowa’s City Council 
approved the annual Kiowa City Clean-
up Dates.

Those dates are April 14-20 for the 
south side of town from Main Street; 
April 21-27 for the town north of Main 
Street. Leave your items at the curb and 
the city crew will pick it up for you.

All members attended the meeting 
except Tom Wells. Mayor Bill Watson 
presided over the meeting with 
council persons: Janet Robison, B.J. 
Duvall, Brian Hill and Jason Thayer. 
City Administrator Sam Demel, City 
Attorney Brandon Ritcha and City Clerk 
Sheila Smith also sat at the council table.

The majority of the March 13 meeting 
was for the council to hear about and 
discuss insurance. They plan a special 
meeting before the April 1 renewal 

Kiowa clean up dates, 
Pioneer Days April 22
Economic Development Director Lyon introduced at 
City Council meeting

deadline to decide which company is 
the best deal for the city. As of Tuesday 
Demel said they were still seeing which 
date would accommodate the most.

Robison introduced Kiowa County 
Economic Development (KCED) Julie 
Lyon. Robison said she’s excited to 
work with Lyon because the group 
from Kiowa County is enthusiastic 
about promoting this region of Kansas. 
KCED is contracted with Barber County 
Development for three months.

Lyon said she’s hired a grant writing 
specialist, which could be so beneficial 
to Kiowa – possibly even with their 
Clean-up Kiowa property endeavor. 
She spoke specifically about different 
grants. Lyon’s goal is to attend Kiowa’s 
City Council meetings during this three 
month time or have one of her team 
members attend so they can all benefit 
and share ideas. She’s working on a 
Facebook Page and more social media to 
let people know what’s happening. She 

really emphasizes ‘regional coverage.’
Last week the Newsgram ran an 

article about Lyon and all she and KCED 
are doing. 

City of Kiowa Business, Tornado 
Sirens and More

Demel said the city’s tornado sirens 
were tested last week. The south siren 
did not function. However, he said the 
noon whistle siren is working fine. The 
council is considering replacing the 
old system, which would cost less than 
$52,000. Demel said the council needs 
to take action at the next meeting. 

At the last meeting the council 
approved numerous ordinances they had 
discussed for months. This time council 
approved Resolution 23-001 to finalize 
all that action.

A KPERS 457 Plan for employee 
retirement was on the agenda. Demel’s 
contract was approved with the KPERS 
457 Plan so the council has to make 
sure that’s included. Watson had 
spoken to Tom Stark about this subject. 
Robison suggested Watson bring more 
information because council needs to 
act.

Demel reported that he’s spoken 
to railroad officials. The city needs a 
second line, roughly 2,600 feet. This is 
so they can go underneath the railroad 
to connect to a customer. He alerted BG 
Consultants as well. 

Demel also told the council that 
a paper mill Kiowa hauls all their 
recyclable paper to at Hutchison shut 
down. Kiowa is still accepting paper, but 
searching for the best price and location. 
Demel said the city’s other recyclables 
go to Pratt.

PIONEER DAYS – As Chamber 
president, Robison said Pioneer Days 
will be April 22. She said they plan to 
have a flea market in addition to the 
traditional festivities. Also, two food 
trucks will be downtown. They will have 
to buy a permit through the city. The cost 
is $15 plus $5/day.

Check our Photo Gallery
www.AlvaReviewCourier.com

for photos not published.
Click on “More Photos”

in the menu bar
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By Yvonne Miller
When the kindergartners at South 

Barber have a loose tooth they’ll have a 
special pillow to tuck it in for the tooth 
fairy to find.

These kindergarten students at South Barber are excited about their new Tooth Fairy pillows made for them by the Young 
Homemakers Extension Unit. From left: (back row) Lincoln Howland, River Inman, Cooper Brattin, Ellison Liggenstoffer, 
Daniel Jackson, Kimber Adams, Elena Ricke; (front) Ezra Reed, Oakley Wise, Henry Molz, Ariana Escobedo, Brooklyn 
Henry.

Dear Tooth Fairy
Young Homemakers Extension Unit gives 
gifts to kindergartners

Recently Jeannie Albright, a longtime 
elementary teacher and a member of the 
Young Homemakers Extension Unit, 
visited Mrs. Rooks kindergarten class. 
She read students the story, “Dear 

Tooth Fairy” written by Alan Durant 
and illustrated by Vanessa Cabban. In 
an entertaining way, the book addresses 
every concern the little ones have from 
their tooth not feeling right when they 
brush; to having trouble getting that 
tough little pearly white out; to the 
moment of tucking that tooth away in 
their new pillow; and finding the gift the 
Tooth Fairy left for them. After the story, 
extension member Leesa Mott helped 
present tooth pillows to the children.

Each student received their own 
personal Tooth Fairy pillow. The pillows 
were shaped like a large tooth and had 
a small pocket on the back for placing 
a lost tooth under their own pillows. 
Each one was lovingly made by the 
members of the Young Homemakers. 
Their sacks also included a toothbrush 
and toothpaste to promote good dental 
hygiene. Students proudly showed the 
ladies that they had a wiggly tooth, a 
missing tooth, or a new tooth coming in.
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Animals and Pets
Armbruster Cattle Co.

Angus Bulls. A1 Sired by LD 
Capitalist 316, Musgrave 316 
Exclusive & Poss Rawhide. 
Semen checked, ready for 
service. Plus one 3 yr old 
son of HA Cowboy Up. Alan 
Armbruster. 580-748-2828
@AAHEAD = Buying and 

Selling
Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Storage Unit Auction

801 Park St., Alva. Sat, 
March 25, Noon. 316-708-
9406

Yur Place
Still here after all these 
years! Real people, real 
food, rural America! Open 
M-F, Breakfast, noon buffet, 
short orders & specials. 
Free popcorn, $2 longnecks, 
lottery. Catering available. 
Hardtner, KS. 620-296-4477. 
Will be closed 3/23 & 3/24

Employment
Tuesday Night Help

Counting, inserting, bundling 
Newsgram. 7:30 p.m. to ? 
usually 11 p.m. but stop time 
varies. Must be 18 years or 
older, able to lift 10 lb. Pay is 

$10/hr. Pick up application at 
620 Choctaw St., Alva.

Help Wanted
Day Labor Workers for 
different jobs at the Salvage. 
Call 580-327-1313 for 
information

Help Wanted
Full-Time. M-F. 7:30-5. 40 
+ Hours. Must have valid 
driver’s license. Must be a 
non-smoker & no vaping. 
ust have some knowledge 
w/ tools. Wages based upon 
experience. Will train. 
580-327-2374 or pick-up 
application at 132 E Okla 
Blvd

Garage Sales
Consignment Sale

At The Shed. 400 S Florida 
Ave, Cherokee, OK. Fri-Sat 
9am-4pm. Building is full. It 
all needs to go. Sale by Jan’s 
Collectibles. 580-829-3062

Marvelous Antiques
& Bob’s Crap Flea Market 
open for the season. 
Thurs, Fri, Sat, 10am-5pm 
at Nescatunga on Main 
St.,(Great Salt Plains Lake) 

Miscellaneous
Don’t Be A Thief

Bring back the Pat White 
signs to the Salvage. They do 
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 See Sheriff Page 37

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office 
Logs

Wednesday, March 15, 2023
1:12 p.m. – Report of 

a theft and vandalism of a 
Kubota at County Road 670 
and OK-11.

3:40 p.m. – Report of theft 
on County Road 745. Report 
of a rifle, crossbow, table saw 
construction tools and more. 
Report was taken.

6:32 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed for a man with a bike 
and blanket camped at the 
Catholic Church in Goltry. 
Deputy made contact with the 
male and he advised he was 
just staying for the night. All 
was okay.
Thursday, March 16, 2023

3:02 p.m. – Report of a 
two-vehicle accident at Grand 
and Harmon. No injuries or 
transport needed.

3:21 p.m. – Caller advised 
they were walking and 
headed to California, but is 
lost between Cleo Springs 
and Carmen. Deputy made 
contact with the male and 
brought him to Cherokee, 
where he was able to stay at 
Cherokee Inn.

Friday, March 17, 2023
During this day was one 

traffic stop.
6:58 a.m. – Welfare check 

needed on Caddo Road for a 
person getting concerning text 
messages.

4:20 p.m. – Caller reported 
a male harassing him at the 
Jiffy Trip and afraid to leave 
the parking lot due to not 
knowing what the male would 
do. Caller advised what 
vehicle they drove away in. 
Officer found at 3rd Street and 
Texas. Officer advised all was 
okay.

6:48 p.m. – Report of a 
female and male screaming at 
4th Street and Maple. Advised 
they heard the male to keep 
his hands off of her. Advised 
the male hit the car with an 
unknown object; the female 
was trying to leave and the 
male wouldn’t let her. Male 
then went inside; the female 
left in a gold Nissan SVU. 
Deputy advised all was okay.
Saturday, March 18, 2023 

During this day was one 
traffic stop.

not belong to you!
For Sale

Motorcycle Helmets, 
Creeper, Heavy Duty 
Chains. 580-732-7181

Real Estate
914 Flynn

1 & 2 bdrm apts now 
available. Rent includes 
a substantial utility 
allowance. 580-327-2554

For Sale or Rent
House in Alva. Close to 
college. 2bdrm, 2bth. 580-
327-7060. No pets!
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From Page 36 Sheriff

Alfalfa County 
court filings

According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Newsgram will not 
intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If 
it appears in the courthouse 
public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper.

Felony Filings
Ronnie Glen Nickel, Aline, 

49, has been charged with 
showing obscene material 
to a minor and violation of 
OK Statute via computer 
($711.75).

Divorce Filings
Morgan Marie Shreeve, 

Helena, vs. Joshua Dean 
Shreeve: divorce ($262.14).

Family and Domestic 
Proceedings

State of Oklahoma vs. 
Craig Patrick Drouhard, 
Cherokee and Brandi Dawn 
Drouhard, Goltry: child 
support ($282.14).

Traffic Citations
Heather Ann Martin, 

Drumright, has been cited for 
failure to yield from stop sign 
($249).

Alejandro Carias, El Paso, 
Texas, has been cited for 
operating vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license ($304).

Alejandro Carias, El Paso, 
Texas, has been cited for 
speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

9:56 p.m. – Woods County 
advised of an inmate from 
Bill Johnson Correctional 
Center had escaped. Woods 
County advised of the male’s 
description and that he was 

possibly headed eastbound.
Sunday, March 19, 2023

7:58 a.m. – Medic needed 
at the courthouse for a jailer 
who was having a seizure. 

See the Newsgram
before it’s printed!
Latest edition FREE at

www.AlvaReviewCourier.com
Click on the “Newsgram” tab
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Community 
Calendar

Alfalfa County real estate 
transactions

Real Estate Transfers
Book 889 page 289: Land Resources 

LLC conveys unto Keith L. Mitcham and 
Sandi N. Mitcham. The west 40 acres of 
the south half of the southwest quarter 
of Section 2, Township 27 North, Range 
12, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Joint tenancy warranty deed.

Book 889 page 299: Knopf Family 
Trust conveys unto Sharon James, Arthur 
James and Barbara James. Southwest 
quarter of Section 4, Township 27 
North, Range 11 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.

Book 889 page 314: Sandra 
Luginbill Bill conveys unto Kathleen A. 

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

3-6 p.m.  Food distribution is every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 
meets every fourth Thursday of the 
month at The Homestead in Alva.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting is at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 

Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

Stockton and Douglas Pierce. All of lots 
9 and 10 in Pinkerton Second Addition 
to the northeast quarter of Section 10, 
Township 26 North, Range 9, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Quit claim 
deed.

Mortgages
Book 889 page 291: Keith L. 

Mitcham and Sandi N. Mitcham to 
ACB Bank. The west 40 acres of the 
south half of the southwest quarter of 
Section 2, Township 27 North, Range 
12, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Note: $276,000.00.
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What can you do with this much paper?
Newsprint end rolls are perfect for wrapping delicate items for moving. 
Kids like them for drawing, coloring, pinatas. Use them to cover tables 

when you’re working on projects. Wherever there’s a messy job, this paper
is great to have on hand.

End rolls of newsprint
are rolls too small for
us to begin a press run.

Cost is 30¢ per lb. in 
widths of 35 or 17.5 in. 

Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200
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