
Two charged in 
theft of oil field 

copper and
 equipment 



August 4, 2021 Page 2Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

The Alva Review-Courier / Newsgram
is published Wednesday by
Martin Broadcasting Corp.

620 Choctaw St.
Alva, Oklahoma 73717

Marione Martin, President
Telephone Numbers:

Alva Review-Courier 580-327-2200
Newsgram 580-327-1510

FAX 580-327-2454
www.alvareviewcourier.com

E-Mail: manager @alvareviewcourier.net
news@alvareviewcourier.net

Entire Contents Copyright 2020  See Spears Page 34

By Yvonne Miller
This is Gerrett Spears’ first time as 

a full-time principal and his first time 
not to coach. He is the new grades 
7-12 principal and athletic director at 
Burlington Public School. 

A 2005 graduate of Garber High 
School who has been many places as a 
teacher and coach, Spears said he and his 
wife Rachael “chose” the administrative 
route. “We wanted to as we are growing 
our family and wanted to be back in 
northwest Oklahoma. We want our kids 
to grow up in a small school system like 
I did.

“For me it wasn’t so much the job as 
it was about the location, the community, 
being in a small school system, and who 
I would work for. Burlington was that fit. 
I didn’t know (the new Superintendent) 
Mr. Brown until interviewing.  Because 
he was also a coach, we had many mutual 
friends. I knew working for him would be 
great from what I was told. Being from 
Garber I knew people from Burlington. 
Jed Blevins was my roommate in college 
and is still a good friend.” He  knows 

Gerrett Spears brings small
town and administrative
background as grade 7-12 principal

Gerrett Spears is the new grade 7-12 
principal at Burlington Public School.

Says ‘Burlington is 
the right fit’

lots of people in the Burlington area 
including the Bond family, specifically 
Brady Bond. 

Spears said, “I knew Burlington 
was a great community – always top 
notch – even since I’ve been here the 
community has been great! It’s really not 
about administration, its more about the 
best place to raise my family and being 
in a school where my kids can learn to 
be their best. It was really a blessing in 
disguise I wasn’t expecting.”

Married six years, he and Rachael 
have a 3-year-old-son Benaiah and a 
baby due in December. Rachael will 
teach middle school math, history, sixth-
grade English and help with band and 
choir at Burlington. He described her as 
“the superstar in our family.”

As a kid Spears worked for farmers 
and mowed for the county. He said he 
was “pretty good” at playing basketball 
and played at NOC in Enid. “I floated 
around for eight years.” In doing so he 
went to OU and was assistant to head 
boys basketball coach Jeff Capel. He 
later graduated from Pittsburg State 
University in 2009. Then he was an 
assistant at Wichita State and Drake in 
Iowa.

Then it was back home to Oklahoma. 
His high school coach at Garber 
was Dusty Torrey who coached at 
BHS awhile. Torrey was principal at 
Weatherford High School from 2011-
13. “He got me the job at Weatherford 
teaching and coaching.” He’s taught 
history and financial classes.

Spears later coached girls basketball 
at Drummond “because it was closer 
to Enid and my family and they had 
administrative roles.” He was also AD 
and head of transportation. 

“I love coaching, but I’m totally 
okay with not coaching because of our 
growing family. There will be moments 
I’ll miss it. I’m excited to watch our 
good coaches here –  to sit back and 
watch them and support them.”

This summer Spears worked for 
Adidas Basketball as the lead coordinator 
for their summer basketball circuit.

Spears Talks Kids and 
Love to Smoke Meat

When asked about working with 
kids, Spears said, “I love it. I know its 
cliche, but one of my favorite things are 
the lightbulb moments. I like when they 
can figure it out them themselves with 
little guidance. In the society we live 
in today, we give the answers away too 
much.”

Spears continued, “It’s the kids 
school. It’s not my school. It’s not Mr. 
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Preventing medication 
overdoses and mistakes
By Marione Martin

In the last few weeks, two people I 
know have been taken to the hospital by 

ambulance. In both 
cases, a mix-up in 
taking prescription 
medications was 
suspected as all or 
part of the problem. 
One person told 
me recently that it 
seemed every trip to 
the doctor resulted in 
another prescription.

Keeping track of which prescriptions 
to take and how often can be difficult, 
especially as we grow older and see more 
specialists. If you have a medication for 
high cholesterol, a couple for diabetes 
and another for arthritis pain, it gets 
complicated. Add a surgery into the 
mix, and you may have antibiotics, pain 
medications and more.

Then there are the interactions. One 
prescription may cancel out the effect 
of another or it could double the effect. 
A supplement might interfere with a 
prescription drug. An interaction might 
even pose a health danger.  

Checklist
Here’s a handy checklist from Web 

MD for tracking what you take and 
when:

• Use High-Tech Reminders. Need to 
juggle a bunch of meds? Set a timer on 
your cell phone or watch to remind you 

to take a pill. Or, download an app that 
sends you a message that it’s medicine 
time. You can even buy pill bottles that 
beep or glow at the right moment. 

• Keep Track of Your Meds. Your 
pharmacy can provide an online way 
to manage your medicines all in one 
place. You can also load your list of 
medications into a smartphone app so 
you always have it with you.

• Know Your Meds. Before you 
leave your doctor’s office with a new 
prescription, ask lots of questions. Find 
out why you need the drug and how it 
works. Tell your doctor about all the 
other meds you take, so they can make 
sure the new one will “play well” with 
them. Don’t forget to check about side 
effects. And see what you should do if 
you miss a dose.

• Stay With One Pharmacy. Find a 
pharmacy you like and stick with it. That 
way all your prescriptions are in one 
place, so it’s easier for your pharmacist 
to spot drugs that could be risky if you 
take them together. 

• Know Your Labels. Read 
them carefully every time you get a 
prescription filled. They list the name 
and strength of the medicine, and how 
much and how often to take it. You’ll 
also learn the number of refills you 
have left. Brightly colored stickers on 
the sides of the bottle warn about side 
effects and problems with food or other 
medicines. If the label is too small for 

you to read, ask your pharmacist to use 
large print.

• Start a Storage System. Keep all 
your medicines in one spot – on their 
own shelf or in a labeled bin. Put them 
somewhere cool and dry where you’re 
sure to see them, but out of the reach of 
kids and pets.

Check the labels every 6 months and 
get rid of drugs past the expiration date. 
Throw away meds that are left over from 
illnesses you don’t have anymore. Ask 
your pharmacist how to safely dispose 
of them.

• Organize Your Pills. Can’t 
remember when to take your meds? 
Ask your pharmacist about “multi-dose” 
packaging. All the pills that you take 
at the same time and day are grouped 
together in one package. You can also 
get a pill organizer. Some let you divide 
up doses into separate sections by day 
as well as by morning, afternoon, and 
evening. Have your pharmacist check it 
to make sure you’ve set it up the right 
way.

• Leave Yourself Notes. Sometimes 
low-tech works well, too. Leave Post-It 
notes where you’re likely to see them. 
Stick one on the bathroom mirror or 
fridge door. Put one near items you use 
every day, like your toothbrush or your 
car keys. You can also leave notes for 
yourself on a paper calendar. Or, write a 
memo on a dry erase board that you keep 
in a central place, like the kitchen.

• Set Up a Refill Schedule. Don’t 
wait until your prescription runs out 
to get a new supply. Set a reminder on 
your computer or phone to contact your 
pharmacy when you still have a few pills 
left. You can also ask the pharmacist to 
set up auto refills. Some prescription 
plans let you get a 90-day prescription 
that can be picked up at the drugstore or 
mailed to your home. 

• Get Into a Routine. Make medicine 
part of your daily tasks. Take your pills 
at the same time you do other regular 
activities -- before you brush your teeth, 
after you eat breakfast, or at bedtime. If 
you need to take your medicine at work, 
keep a supply of pills in your purse, 

 See Mistakes Page 39
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By Marione Martin
Four teachers were hired on 

temporary one year contracts by the 
Alva Board of Education Monday. 
Not all of them are new to the Alva 
district. Karen Mead intended to retire 
but has agreed to return as a 4/7 Title 
1 teacher at Washington Elementary 
School. Vanessa Garvie of Burlington 
will handle 3/7 of the Title 1 position at 
Washington.

Crystal Murrow, who previously 
taught in Alva, will be the district’s 
ESL (English as a second language) 
teacher. Julie Benningfield will be a 4/7 
Title 1 teacher at Lincoln Elementary. 

The board also approved employing 
Mandy McCamey as a non-certified 
pre-K aide at Washington Elementary.

Five route bus drivers were 
approved for the school year. They 
are Steve Gale, Scott Baugh, Cody 
Hooper, Dakota Buckhaults and Dusty 
Horn. While these drivers will cover 
the regular bus routes, Superintendent 
Tim Argo said the school is still in need 
of bus drivers for school activities.

Superintendent’s Report
Argo had no resignations, 

retirements or reassignments to 
report. Regarding the open position 
for high school principal, he stated, 
“I appreciate the administrative team, 
their work this summer. As a leadership 
team, they have spent many hours 
preparing for our new school year 
and have determined it would be best, 

Superintendent Argo to serve as AHS principal
With help from administrative team

moving forward, if I take the lead as 
high school principal. 

“This district is filled with many 
staff who are committed to the quality 
education experience for our students. 
We’ve asked many people to make 
sacrifices each year and each day, 
and as the administrative team we 
believe we can share this responsibility 
together to help our students through 
this school year. 

“I’m excited about this opportunity. 
I know the administrative team is 
excited also. We look forward to 
helping our students achieve the 
academic and extra-curricular success 
that we know they will.”

Strategic Plan
Steve Ward spoke briefly about 

restarting the district’s strategic plan. 
It was put on hold when classes were 
shut down due to Covid-19 in March 
of 2020.

With the plan being on hold for 
a year, Ward said the program will 
start with what was planned for the 
2020-2021 school year. A meeting is 
planned in December to coordinate the 
scheduling for all the Alva High School 
students. 

Board President Jane McDermott 
expressed appreciation for all the effort 
put into the strategic plan. “We look 
forward to getting going,” she said.

“I think we built a great plan, and 
I’m really looking forward to it,” said 
Ward. 

Financials
“You can see in comparison of 

this year to last year, we’ve seen a big 
improvement especially in our gross 
production,” said Argo in reviewing 
revenue at the end of July compared 
to July 2020. Last year at this time, 
the school collected $15,873 in gross 
production taxes, and this year it’s 
$83,000. That’s an improvement of 
about $67,000.

For FY22 the school has collected 
$269,000 compared to $134,000 for 
FY21 at this time. The district has 
spent just over one-third of the amount 
collected.

Looking at the activity fund, Argo 
said there had not been any movement 
in the accounts. The board received 
a list of fundraisers planned for the 
year. A new fundraiser is flag sales 
by the athletic boosters. These funds 
will help purchase equipment for all 
athletic programs. The art students are 
planning a new event, a Pottery Party, 
with students teaching members of the 
community how to throw pottery.

Several items from Longfellow 
Elementary School were declared 
surplus. These include some older 
printers, a refrigerator and some file 
cabinets.

Supt. Argo went over some of the 
purchase orders in the General Fund 
report. Growing Leaders is the program 
for professional development this year 
with Tim Elmore as speaker. Purchase 
orders with Compass Athletics are for 
uniforms. The school didn’t purchase 
uniforms last year which put them 
behind in their rotation. This year 
the high school basketball, track, 
softball and soccer teams will have 
new uniforms. Argo complimented the 
coaches for working together to make 
some compromises on the uniform 
orders. New uniforms for the middle 
school will be for basketball and 
softball. 

Three purchase orders were for 
band including for music arrangements, 
woodwind and percussion supplies, and 
other band equipment. About $3,500 
will pay for PDF software for the district 
from Adobe, Inc. Another $2,900 will 
pay for show choir arrangements. A 
new carpet cleaner is also among the 

 See Alva Page 30
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Obituaries
KANDI NICOLE BRASWELL
Kandi Nicole Braswell of Vilonia, 

Arkansas, was born October 18, 1984, 
in Wichita, Kansas, 
to Donald Marion 
Braswell and Wanda 
Lynn Tune Braswell. 
Kandi passed away 
on July 23, 2021 in 
Memphis, Tennessee, 
at the age of 36.  

Kandi moved to Arkansas when she 
was 3 years old. She attended LaPetite 
Academy before Kindergarten at Amboy in 
North Little Rock. She attended Sherwood 
Christian Academy and Jacksonville 
Christian Academy before moving to 
Vilonia in the fourth grade. In the fifth 
grade Kandi had the privilege of going 
to space camp in Huntsville, Alabama, 
which she loved. She was a member of 
AWANA’s and Sherwood Bible Church. 
She was also in the choir throughout 
school, a member of the marching band, 
playing the flute. Kandi’s band won many 
first place awards and they got to travel 
to Jacksonville, Florida and do many fun 
activities.  When she was 10, she was into 
beauty pageants and won queen in the 10-
12 division of the Gingerbread Pageant in 
April 1995.  

Kandi also received a wonderful 
surprise on her 16th birthday by the “Make 
a Wish” foundation and got to meet her 
favorite band, Hanson – she attended three 
of their concerts that summer.  She was able 
to attend one year of college studying music, 
but her heart was always into forensics. She 
was fascinated by every aspect of forensics 
especially serial killers. Kandi enjoyed 
listening to music, singing and writing. She 
created her own characters in her writings. 
She loved Elvis and Graceland, the Beatles 
and loved to travel.  

Kandi is preceded in death by her 
father, Donald Braswell; sister, Paula 
Braswell; grandparents, Jake and Alberta 
Tune and Marion and Lucille Braswell; and 
two uncles, Clyde Wesley Tune and Bill 
Braswell. 

She is survived by her mother, Lynn 
Tune Krubally of the home; brother, Marty 
“Ray Ray” Seckinger and wife Casey of 
Big Springs, Texas; sisters Karma Helton 
of Catoosa, Oklahoma, Kathy Ann Ruggs 
and Lori Dawn Ruggs; uncles Boyd Tune 
and wife Ryza of Vilonia, Aarkansas, and 
Loyd Tune and wife Iris of Enid; aunt 
Nicky Cook of Joplin, Missouri; two 
nephews, one niece, one great nephew and 
two great nieces, along with many cousins 
and friends.

Private services will be held at a later 
date. 

Service and arrangements are by 
Rosewood Cremations 301 E. Broadway 
Morrilton, AR 72110, 501-477-2228. 
Online condolences may be made at 
www.rosewoodcremations.com.

JOSEPHINE ‘JO’ ELIZABETH 
LITTRELL

Josephine “Jo” Elizabeth Littrell was 
born November 8, 1935, in Edenton, 
Georgia, daughter of Will and Eckie 
(Smith) Linch. She graduated from 
Monticello High School and attended 
Young Harris College. On December 26, 
1957, Jo was united in marriage to Erwin 
Jackie Littrell at Monticello, Georgia. 
She enjoyed raising her family, gardening 
her flowers, sewing clothes for her 
children and reading. She was a member 
of St. Paul United Methodist Church in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, where she had 
been active in various committees. 

Jo passed away on Wednesday, July 
28, 2021, at the Highland Ridge Care 
Center in Williamsburg at the age of 85.

She is survived by two sons, 
Martin Littrell of Cedar Rapids; and 
Scott (Kay) Littrell of Thornburg; two 
daughters, Phyllis (Kevin) Lund of 
Marengo; and Debra Doty of Amana; 
thirteen grandchildren; twenty great 
grandchildren; and a brother, Pete (Doris) 
Linch of Plano, Texas. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband, two sisters, Sarah and 
Eckie and two brothers, William and Pat. 
Celebration Of Life Service was held at 
2 p.m. on Monday, August 2, 2021, at 

the St. Paul United Methodist Church 
in Williamsburg with Pastor John 
Christianson officiating. Burial will be 
held 10:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 10, 
2021 at Carmen Cemetery in Carmen, 
Oklahoma. Messages and tributes may 
be directed to www.powellfuneralhomes.
com. 

JANIS GRACE RUSSELL 
SCHUPBACH 

Funeral services for Janis Grace 
Schupbach will be 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
August 4, 2021, at the Zion Lutheran 
Church with Pastor Tim Roggow 
officiating. Interment will be in the Zion 
Lutheran Cemetery under the direction 
of Marshall Funeral Home of Alva. 
Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com. 

Janis Grace Russell Schupbach, 
the only child of David Wesley and 
Arvilla Grace Shenbeck Russell, was 
born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, December 26, 
1944. Janis died peacefully on July 28, 
2021, at Iris Memory Care in Edmond, 
Oklahoma, at the age of 76. 

Janis was proceeded in death by her 
husband Louis and her parents. 

She is survived by her three children, 
six grandchildren, and one brother-in-
law and sister-in-law.

Memorial contributions can be made 
to NWOSU Foundation, the Homestead 
Retirement Activities Fund or Zion 
Lutheran Church (Ruth Circle). 

JACKIE ANN SMITH SHERRELL
Jackie Ann Smith Sherrell went to be 

with her Lord on July 31, 2021, at the 
age of 68 years. She 
was born on October 
17, 1952, to Gerald 
(Jack) and Lola 
Smith in Coldwater, 
Kansas. 

She graduated 
from Freedom High 
School in 1972, then 
moved to Alva with 
her parents a few 

years later. It was there that she met the 
love of her life, Tim Sherrell, and they 
were married September 26, 1992. The 

 See Obits Page 34
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By Stacy Sanborn
The commissioners of Alfalfa 

County opened three bids Monday for 
a tractor with a road drag for District 3. 
P&K Equipment’s proposal came in at 
$144,677.24, Rother Brothers at $127,800, 
and Western Equipment $152,425.98. 
Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague, and Mike 
Roach tabled the matter and will probably 
decide which bid to accept during their 
next meeting. 

Four Alfalfa County employees 
requested to generously donate a combined 
103 hours in sick leave to another county 
employee who is currently dealing with 
a serious medical issue. Those donation 
requests were approved. In addition, the 
employee receiving the donated leave 
wrote a letter to the commissioners asking 
for assistance with health insurance. 
Roach was happy to oblige and made 
the motion to approve the request. That 
motion carried. 

Commissioners approved a couple 
of monetary transfers next. One was 
a $40,000 transfer from the E-911 
Maintenance and Operation account 
1201-2-3600-2005 to the E-911 Personal 
Services account 1201-2-3600-1110. The 
other was for $10,000 from the Sales Tax 
911 Maintenance and Operation account 
1332-2-3600-2005 to the Sales Tax 911 
Personal Services account 1332-2-3600-
1110 for FY 21-22. 

The next agenda item was a request 
to approve Travis Krobb as Nescatunga 

Alfalfa County commissioners 
receive three bids on equipment

allocation.
Appropriations

Assessor Revolving $147.96
Cash 911 Sales Tax $8,627.41
County Clerk Preservation $1,867.89
County Clerk Lien Fee $710.59
Court Clerk Rec Management $159.75
Enhanced 911 $6,894.02
Fair Arena Sales Tax $4,147.79
General Govt-St $16,591.17
Highway $339,786.62
Highway T-8 $26,337.34
Highway Cash $19,079.84
Highway District 1 T-2A $3,178.48
Highway District 2 T-3 $8,625
Jet Fire Dept $72.33
Sales Tax Fairgrounds $825.38
Sales Tax Health $6,124.99
Sales Tax Health $29,548.89
Sheriff Cash $4,960.76
Treasurer $95

Alcoholic Beverage Tax
Aline $766.43; Amorita $137; 

Burlington $562.79; Byron $129.59; 
Carmen $1,314.42; Cherokee $5,546.48; 
Goltry $921.94; Helena $5,194.73; Jet 
$788.65; Lambert $22.22

Total: $15,384.25

fire chief, but the commissioners took no 
action. 

Several of the following items were 
routine. First, the bridge inspection 
invoice and reports of conference for all 
three districts garnered approval. Then 
approval came for a private property 
access easement for District 3 at the SW¼ 
of 3-23-10 for tree removal from the right-
of-way and placement on a farmer’s land. 

A State of Oklahoma Department of 
Transportation agreement for work on 
department property received signatures, 
followed by a slight modification on 
page 30 of the Alfalfa County employee 
handbook regarding leave sharing. The 
men opted to add a bullet point specifying 
the Board of Commissioners must sign 
off on the sick leave donation form in 
a meeting before payroll is processed, 
barring special circumstances at the 
commissioner’s discretion.

During the meeting, monthly 
officer reports, the monthly highway 
expenditures, and Court Clerk Records 
Management and Preservation 
monthly report were signed, along with 
appropriations and alcohol beverage tax 

The OSU Agriculture Champion 
Award recognizes and honors individuals 
who are not graduates of the Ferguson 
College of Agriculture, but who have 
brought distinction to OSU Agriculture 
and have demonstrated a continuing 
interest and commitment in agricultural 
sciences and natural resources.

A two-time graduate of OSU in 
business and public administration and 
marketing education, Brenda Sidwell 
owns and operates Sidwell Insurance 
Agency in Goltry, Oklahoma, where she 
assists producers throughout Oklahoma 
and Kansas with crop insurance and is 
an advocate for agriculture.

Sidwell and her late husband, 
Raymond, funded scholarships to 
support OSU’s Department of Plant and 
Soil Sciences, international students 

and study abroad opportunities in 
the Ferguson College of Agriculture. 
Following Raymond’s passing, Sidwell 
worked with the OSU Foundation to 
make his dream come true of updating 
the North Central Research Station in 
Lahoma, and the facility was named in 
Raymond’s honor.

Cheryl DeVuyst and Jeff Edwards, 
department heads for OSU’s Department 
of Agricultural Economics and 
Department of Plant and Soil Sciences, 
respectively, nominated Sidwell for this 
honor.

They wrote: “Brenda and the Sidwell 
family have long been highly regarded 
members of Oklahoma’s agricultural 
and agribusiness communities and 
recognized as progressive and proactive 
agriculturalists.”

Brenda Sidwell named 2021 
OSU Agriculture Champion
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By Marione Martin
An alert oilfield employee contacted 

Alfalfa County dispatch when he saw 
a pickup with a trailer containing what 
looked like oilfield parts. He watched 
two men enter the vehicle and followed 
until law enforcement arrived to give 
chase.

According to court records, on July 
19 about 3:44 a.m. Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Diego Gutierrez was 
notified by dispatch that they were on 
the phone with Christopher Orr, a Mach 
Resources employee. Orr told dispatch 
he was following a pickup he saw at 
Jiffy Trip hauling a loaded trailer with 
oilfield parts. Orr said the truck matched 
the description of a truck when copper 
wire and pump parts were stolen in the 
last few months. He said two individuals 
drove off in the pickup. One was barefoot 
and only wearing black shorts. The other 
wore blue jeans, a black shirt and a ball 
cap.

Gutierrez contacted Orr by phone 
and remained on an open line with him. 
Orr provided directions as he followed 
the pickup south on US-64, west on 
Ellis Road then back south on County 
Road 600 to Dewey Road and east to the 
highway.

Orr followed the truck to the US-64 
and OK-8 junction at Cozy Curve. He 
said the truck then turned south onto CR 
620 and slowed down, almost coming 
to a full stop. Orr continued to follow at 
what he said was a high rate of speed. He 
said the truck turned west onto Cotton 
Road and continued at high speed. 

Gutierrez followed on US-64 and 
headed south on CR 660 to attempt 
to intercept the pickup. When he was 

approximately a quarter mile north of 
Cotton Road, he observed two sets of 
headlights approaching the intersection. 
Orr said he was driving the second 
vehicle. 

Gutierrez saw a pickup matching 
Orr’s description go across the 
intersection at a high rate of speed. The 
vehicle appeared to hit a low spot on the 
road and the trailer behind it followed in 
a harsh wave type of manner. Gutierrez 
activated his emergency lights and siren 
as he approached the intersection. Orr 
stopped so the deputy could get behind 
the pickup.

Gutierrez advised dispatch he was 
attempting to stop the vehicle. He saw 
the pickup speed up and followed with 
lights and siren for about half a mile. The 
truck appeared to hit a bump and started 
to swerve, coming to a stop. Gutierrez 
conducted a felony stop and removed 
the driver, later identified as Neal Ray 
Scrimsher. His clothing, jeans, black shirt 
and ball cap, matched the description of 
the one of the individuals given by Orr. 
Scrimsher said there was no one else in 
the vehicle. Gutierrez detained Scrimsher 
and checked the pickup to make sure.

Orr drove up and said he was 
absolutely sure he saw both individuals 
get in the pickup at Jiffy Trip. He said the 
second man might have gotten out when 
the truck slowed down at US064 and CR 
620. Gutierrez called dispatch and asked 
for a supervisor to be contacted. He 
asked Scrimsher for a bill of lading for 
all the oilfield equipment, and Scrimsher 
said he didn’t have one. Gutierrez asked 
for consent to searc,h and Scrimsher 
consented. Gutierrez advised dispatch 
he had consent to search and gave the 

Two charged in theft of
oilfield copper, equipment

pickup tag number for returns. 
The pickup Scrimsher was driving 

had a trailer loaded with a lot of oilfield 
pipes, valves and other equipment. In the 
truck bed, Gutierrez saw multiple rolled 
up pieces of bare and coated copper wire. 
He also observed two sets of bolt cutters.

Inside the truck, Gutierrez found 
several small flashlights, face masks 
and several tools including a grinder and 
reciprocating saws. He also found a court 
appearance card from Grant County for 
CF-21-4. He had dispatch to look up the 
case number, and they advised it involved 
a Harold Wilson for copper theft. They 
also advised they couldn’t get returns on 
the truck tag.

Undersheriff Gary Mast arrived. 
Gutierrez read Scrimsher his Miranda 
Warning with Scrimsher later 
acknowledging his rights and agreeing to 
talk. Scrimsher initially said he had been 
sent to meet in Cherokee with Jeffrey 
Skaggs to pick up all the items in the 
truck. He said the meet was arranged by 
his buddy Harold Wilson. Scrimsher said 
he followed Skaggs out to several places 
to pick up the stuff.

When questioned about the other 
individual seen with him, Scrimsher 
stated he’d been alone the whole time. 
He said the other man was just someone 
he saw and talked to while at Jiffy Trip. 

Scrimsher was advised he was being 
placed under arrest. Gutierrez advised 
Mast of the location where the other 
suspect might have bailed out. Sheriff 
Rick Wallace arrived on the scene. 
At that moment, Derlin Buller, Orr’s 

 See Theft Page 32



August 4, 2021                             Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 17



August 4, 2021                                 Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 18



August 4, 2021                                 Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                       Page 19



August 4, 2021                                   Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 20



August 4, 2021                                    Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 21 



August 4, 2021 Page 22Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Oklahoma
doctor does not 
expect session 
on virus masking

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The 
president of the Oklahoma Medical As-
sociation said Tuesday that talks with 
Gov. Kevin Stitt show no sign that a 
special legislative session is in the offing 
to overturn a law banning schools from 
mandating masks.

"We have been talking and chatting 
with the governor and also discussing 
with some of the legislators," but with 
no indication of a desire to overturn the 
law, said Dr. Mary Clarke. 

"Who knows what will happen next 
week, but right now we don't think 
there'll be any change to that law," which 
Stitt signed in March, Clarke said.

Stitt has, thus far, not commented on 
calls for a special session and previous-
ly said masking is a personal decision. 
Stitt's office said it would respond to a 
request for comment later Tuesday.

Legislative Democrats have also 
called for a special election or an emer-
gency declaration to allow schools to 
mandate masks. The calls come as coro-
navirus cases in Oklahoma increase 
amid the spread of the highly contagious 
delta variant.

The Oklahoma State Department of 
Health on Tuesday reported 946 new 
virus cases and a seven-day average of 
1,657 new cases daily, compared to a 
seven-day average of 213 on July 1.

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — As 
COVID-19 cases in Oklahoma continue 
to rise due in part to the spread of the 
more contagious delta variant, some par-
ents and teachers are raising concerns 
about students returning to classrooms 
later this month. 

Tammy McCartney, who lives in 
Broken Arrow, told The Oklahoman she 
is worried about sending her two young 
children back to the classroom. Nei-
ther one is old enough to be vaccinated. 
Oklahoma schools are prohibited from 
requiring masks and vaccines. 

"I feel like I'm sending my kids into 
the lion's den," she said. 

Only 18% of Oklahomans age 12-17 

are fully vaccinated, lagging far behind 
the national average of 32%, according 
to the Oklahoma Health Department.

The number of people hospitalized 
with the coronavirus in Oklahoma on 
Friday topped 700 for the first time since 
mid-February. 

But Kristen Thompson said she has 
minimal concerns about sending her two 
children back to the classroom without 
masks in the Deer Creek school district 
located north of Oklahoma City. 

"We saw the emotional and mental 
toll a split schedule and full-time mask 
wearing put on our children last year, 
and I don't think we can weather that 
storm again," Thompson said. 

Back-to-school has some worried 
due to latest COVID surge

By John Hanna And Andy 
Tsubasa Field

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — A grow-
ing number of Kansas school districts 
are imposing mask mandates because 
of the more contagious COVID-19 
delta variant, just before in-person 
classes resume for the fall.

As of Tuesday, at least nine dis-
tricts serving more than 92,000 stu-
dents had imposed a mask require-
ment at least for students under age 
12, who can't get vaccinated, and 
most are requiring masks for every-
one indoors. The nine districts serve 

more than 19% of the state's 476,000 
students.

Kansas has seen daily COVID-19 
cases increase steadily over the past 
six weeks, and confirmed delta vari-
ant cases have doubled or nearly dou-
bled every two weeks, according to 
state data. Kansas also averaged 28 
new hospitalizations per day for the 
seven days that ended Monday, bring-
ing the total to more than 11,700.

In Johnson County, the state's 
most populous county, the DeSoto 

Delta variant has K-12 
schools in Kansas
imposing mask rules

 See Virus Page 27
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By Ralph D. Russo
The commissioners of the Pac-12 

and Big 12 met Tuesday to discuss how 
the conferences might benefit from 
working together or maybe even merg-
ing. 

Two people with knowledge of the 
meeting said Big 12 Commissioner Bob 
Bowlsby and George Kliavkoff from the 
Pac-12 were discussing the potential for 
strategic planning between the two con-
ferences. 

The people spoke to The Associated 
Press on condition of anonymity because 
the leagues were not immediately shar-
ing details of internal discussions. The 
Athletic was first to report the meeting.

The Big 12 is trying to regroup after 
being stunned by Texas and Oklahoma's 
decision to move to the Southeastern 

Conference. For now, the move is sched-
uled for 2025, but the Big 12 has to start 
looking at how to move forward without 
their flagship programs immediately.

The remaining eight Big 12 schools 
—- Texas Tech, TCU, Baylor, Kansas, 
Kansas State, Iowa State, Oklahoma 
State and West Virginia —- are facing a 
huge drop in the value of their next tele-
vision contract without Texas and Okla-
homa in the conference.

The Big 12's current TV deal runs 
out in 2025. Bowlsby told Texas law-
makers at a hearing in Austin on Mon-
day that losing Texas and Oklahoma 
could slash the conference's television 
revenue by about 50%. He said the TV 
deals accounted for about $280 million 
in revenue distributed to the schools.

The Pac-12's current television deal 

is similar in value to the Big 12's and ex-
pires in 2024. 

Kilavkoff, a former MGM executive 
who took over as Pac-12 commissioner 
on July 1, has said the conference is in 
no rush to add members to a 12-member 
league that includes Southern Califor-
nia, Oregon, Stanford and Washington.

A full merger of the Big 12 and Pac-
12 would create a 20-team conference 
with schools in every major U.S. time 
zone. 

The conferences could also consider 
an scheduling agreement or alliance that 
creates regular nonconference matchups 
in high-profile sports of football and bas-
ketball as a way of potentially increasing 
the value of each league's next TV deals, 
one of the people familiar with the meet-
ing told AP.

AP sources: Pac-12, Big 12
commissioners consider alliances

Washington area's transportation system 
jangled the nerves of a region already 
primed to be on high alert for violence and 
potential intruders outside federal govern-
ment buildings, particularly following the 
Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol.

At a Pentagon news conference, Kusse 
declined to confirm that the officer had 
been killed or provide even basic informa-
tion about how the violence had unfolded 
or how many might be dead. He would 
only say that an officer had been attacked 
and that "gunfire was exchanged."

Kusse and other officials declined to 
rule out terrorism or provide any other po-
tential motive. But, Kusse said the Penta-
gon complex was secure and "we are not 
actively looking for another suspect at this 
time." He said the FBI was leading the in-
vestigation.

"I can't compromise the ongoing inves-
tigation," Kusse said. 

The FBI issued a similar statement, 
confirming only that it was investigating 
and that there was "no ongoing threat to the 

Officer dead, suspect killed in 
violence outside Pentagon
By Lolita C. Baldor, Eric Tucker and 
Michael Balsamo 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Pentagon 
police officer died after being stabbed 
Tuesday during a burst of violence at a 
transit center outside the building, and a 
suspect was shot by law enforcement and 
died at the scene, officials said.

The Pentagon, the headquarters of the 
U.S. military, was temporarily placed on 
lockdown after someone attacked the of-
ficer on a bus platform shortly after 10:30 
a.m. The ensuing violence, which included 
a volley of gunshots, resulted in "several 

casualties," said Woodrow Kusse, the chief 
of the Pentagon Force Protection Agency, 
which is responsible for security in the fa-
cility.

The deaths of the officer and the suspect 
were confirmed by officials who were not 
authorized to discuss the matter and spoke 
to The Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity. The Fairfax County Police De-
partment also tweeted condolences about 
the officer's death.

The circumstances remained unclear 
even hours after the violence had ended,. 
But the episode on a busy stretch of the 

 See Pentagon Page 27
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board of education voted 4-3 on 
Monday to require everyone to wear 
masks inside district facilities. The 
district has about 7,100 students.

"Things have changed quite a bit," 
Superintendent Frank Harwood told 
the board during its meeting. "This is 
a fluid situation."

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention reported  Tuesday 
that only 45.4% of Kansas' 2.9 mil-
lion residents were fully vaccinated.

Democratic Gov. Laura Kelly is 
recommending that K-12 schools re-
quire everyone to wear masks indoors 
or on buses, regardless of whether 
they are vaccinated. But her guidance 
has drawn criticism from Republi-
cans, who control the Legislature and 
who see mask requirements as unnec-
essary. 

Public schools in Kansas start 
fall classes in August and some local 
boards of education are still consider-
ing whether to require masks. Tope-
ka's board plans to discuss mask rules 
Thursday, and in Wichita, the state's 
largest district, the board expects to 
consider a mask mandate next Mon-

day.
In the 370-student Chetopa-St. 

Paul district in southeastern Kansas, 
Superintendent Craig Bagshaw said 
he plans to ask local school board 
members next Monday to require 
masks in school buildings, on buses 
and during school activities in line 
with the CDC's most recent guide-
lines. Southeastern Kansas has been 
hit hard by the delta variant. 

"I don't ask them how to run a 
school and what curriculum to buy," 
Bagshaw said of the CDC. "So why 
should I not take their recommenda-
tions on how to keep people safe? 
They're the health professionals. I'm 
not."

Meanwhile, Republican state At-
torney General Derek Schmidt has 
asked the Kansas Supreme Court 
to keep in place a law enacted ear-
lier this year to limit the power of 
Kelly and local officials to impose 
COVID-19 restrictions. He is appeal-
ing a Johnson County judge's ruling 
that struck down the law and wants 
the lower-court decision put on hold 
in the meantime.

From Page 22 Virus
public" but declining to offer details or a 
possible motive.

Tuesday's violence occurred on a Met-
ro bus platform that is part of the Pentagon 
Transit Center, a hub for subway and bus 
lines. The station is steps from the Penta-
gon building, which is in Arlington Coun-
ty, Virginia, just across the Potomac River 
from Washington.

An Associated Press reporter near the 
building heard multiple gunshots, then 
a pause, then at least one additional shot. 
Another AP journalist heard police yelling 
"shooter."

A Pentagon announcement said the fa-
cility was on lockdown, but that was lifted 
after noon, except for the area around the 
crime scene.

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and 
Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, were at the White House 
meeting with President Joe Biden at the 
time of the shooting. Pentagon spokes-
man John Kirby said Austin returned to the 
building and went to the Pentagon police 
operations center to speak to the officers 
there.

It was not immediately clear whether 
any additional security measures might be 
instituted in the area.

In 2010, two officers with the Pentagon 
Force Protection Agency were wounded 
when a gunman approached them at a secu-
rity screening area. The officers, who sur-
vived, returned fire, fatally wounding the 
gunman, identified as John Patrick Bedell.

From Page 26 
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By Mary Clare Jalonick
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate 

has voted to award Medals of Honor to the 
Capitol Police and the Metropolitan Police 
Department for protecting Congress during 
the Jan. 6 insurrection, sending the legisla-
tion to President Joe Biden for his signa-
ture. 

Under the bill, which passed by voice 
vote with no objections, there will be four 
medals – to be displayed at the Capitol 
Police headquarters, the Metropolitan Po-
lice Department, the U.S. Capitol and the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

Hundreds of officers from the two po-
lice departments responded to the attack 
and dozens of them were beaten and in-
jured as the mob of former President Don-
ald Trump's supporters pushed past them 
to break into the building and interrupt the 
certification of Biden's victory. The po-
lice and National Guard troops eventually 

cleared the building and the count resumed. 
The medals are "a recognition that will 

be on display for people to understand and 
remember what these officers did," Senate 
Rules Committee Chairwoman Amy Klo-
buchar, D-Minn, said in an interview with 
The Associated Press shortly before she 
called up the bill for passage. 

While introducing the legislation, Klo-
buchar said children of the future will be 
able to walk by and see the medals in the 
Smithsonian, and their parents will tell 
them: "This happened, this attack hap-
pened." 

Senate passage comes after 21 House 
Republicans voted against the measure in 
June, some of them objecting to the lan-
guage in the bill that referred to a "mob of 
insurrectionists." Trump, along with many 
Republicans still loyal to him, has down-
played the rioting and tried to rebrand it as 
a peaceful protest, even as law enforcement 
who responded that day have detailed the 
violence and made clear the toll it has taken 
on them. Four officers gave emotional tes-
timony in Congress last week about their 
mental and physical injuries. 

No Senate Republicans objected. The 
top Republican on the Senate Rules panel, 
Missouri Sen. Roy Blunt, said the medals 
recognize' "the selflessness, the dedication, 
the willingness to stand in the way of dan-
ger." Blunt said he hopes they will send "a 
clear message" of appreciation to the two 
departments.

At least nine people who were there 
died during and after the rioting, includ-
ing a woman who was shot and killed by 
police as she tried to break into the House 
chamber and three other Trump supporters 
who suffered medical emergencies. Two 
police officers died by suicide in the days 
that immediately followed, and a third offi-
cer, Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick, 
collapsed and died after engaging with the 
protesters. A medical examiner determined 
he died of natural causes.

This week, the Metropolitan Police an-
nounced that two more of their officers who 
had responded to the insurrection had died 
by suicide. Officer Kyle DeFreytag was 
found dead on July 10 and Officer Gun-
ther Hashida was found dead in his home 
Thursday. 

"We are grieving as a department," the 
police said in a statement.

While it is unclear what exactly led to 
their deaths, lawmakers praised them for 
their service on Jan. 6. Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, said ahead of the bill's passage 
that her heart goes out to the families of the 
officers who took their own lives. 

Klobuchar said she doesn't know the 
reasons for the two officers' deaths in July, 
but said that "at some point it's not a coin-
cidence." 

The suicides are "just one more sad and 
tragic story of people who were there pro-
tecting us who clearly suffered from that 
day," she said. "It affected people." 

‘This attack happened’: Medals 
to honor Jan. 6 responders
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purchases for the district.
In building fund purchase orders, 

Integrity General Contracting is 
replacing a lot of broken ceiling tiles in 
the gymnasium. As the school prepares 
to host a basketball tournament with 
NWOSU in a few months, “we want to 
clean up the gym and get those broken 
ceiling tiles fixed,” Argo said.

Over the course of a couple of years, 
there has been a drainage problem on 
both sides of the high school office 
on the east side. It causes water to 
run into the principal’s office and the 
secretaries’ office. A-Z Construction 
is going to move the drainage further 
out and away from those offices. “I 
appreciate Mrs. Smithey and Mrs. Gale. 
They have dealt with this issue for a 
while. We’re going to get this fixed and 
get this right for them,” said Argo. The 
purchase order is for $31,765.

Gagnon Plumbing made some 
repairs to the indoor athletic facility. 

Brandon’s Comfort Solutions 
worked on the indoor/outdoor freezer 
at the middle school on a child nutrition 
fund purchase order.

Other Business
The board approved teacher and 

support salary schedules for the 
school year. The schedules include 
step increases for years 31 to 35 

of experience so those who have 
longer terms of employment with the 
district will not be capping out on pay 
increases.

The school is required to approve 
a Safe Return and Continuity of 
Service Plan for American Rescue 
Plan ESSR III round of funding. This 
has proven difficult as the legislature 
approved and the governor signed a 
bill stating that wearing face masks 
cannot be mandatory. “Even today, 
things are changing rapidly,” said 
Argo. “Guidelines are very fluid.” 
Classes will continue to have seating 
charts with students encouraged to use 
sanitizer and wash their hands. “We 
want our students to have the school 
experience they deserve,” he said.

The distance learning plan has 
been revised for the school year. 
“Obviously, it’s our hope that we don’t 
have to move into distance learning,” 
said Argo. This year there will be no 
“full virtual” option 3 for students. 
The superintendent said it was difficult 
and stressful for teachers and not as 
effective for students. By January 
or February of this year, most of the 
option 3 students were back to in-
person classes. Grading is also revised, 
moving back to the teacher’s discretion. 

Board member Tiffany Slater asked 

about any district standards on grading. 
Argo said teachers are to provide a 
minimum of two grades per week. 
Site administrators are responsible for 
monitoring that this is done.

In action on a virtual attendance 

From Page 6 Alva
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and Scrimsher made him get out. He 
said he then walked along the highway 
and called his friend Lonnie Wilson to 
pick him up.

Wilson said when he was seen at Jiffy 
Trip, Scrimsher had picked him up from 
his cousin’s house in Cherokee at 3 a.m. 
Wilson said Scrimsher had borrowed 
the truck and all the stolen stuff on the 
truck was Scrimsher’s. Asked about the 
tools in the truck, Wilson said they were 
his. He said he wasn’t in the business 
of stealing copper wire from well sites 
and continuously stated he had nothing 
to do with the events that happened that 
night. When asked about the other bolt 
cutters, Wilson said he wasn’t missing 
any. When asked for consent to search 
his phone, Wilson at first agreed but 
changed his mind stating he’d make 
them work for any information.

Gutierrez later received a call from 
Wilson’s ex-wife who said he called 
her to ask for help to bond out. She said 
Wilson was in the business of scrapping 
metal for profit. She said most of the 
metal he scrapped was stolen and he 
would get other people to sell it for him 
in Enid or Ponca City. She said most 
tickets would be under Scrimsher’s 
name or Wilson’s girlfriend because 
neither place would buy from Wilson.

Sheriff Wallace later told Gutierrez 
he took Scrimsher to the hospital. The 
following day, Scrimsher was released 
from the hospital and was given a 
ride back. During the ride, Scrimsher 
spoke about the incident with Gutierrez 
making sure to remind him of his 
rights. Scrimsher confirmed they had 
gone to some sites north of OK-11 on 
the northeast end of the county. He 
confirmed the bolt cutters that were left 
behind belonged to Wilson. 

Neal Scrimsher, 50, of Enid, has 
been charged with three felonies: (1) 
knowingly concealing stolen property, 
(2) possession of stolen copper, and 
(3) larceny of equipment. He has also 
been charged with misdemeanors of 
eluding or attempting to elude a police 
officer and driving a license cancelled, 
suspended or revoked.

Harold L. Wilson, 34, of Enid, has 
also been charged with three felonies: 
(1) knowingly concealing stolen 
property, (2) larceny of equipment, and 
(3) possession of stolen copper.

Buller told Gutierrez he also 
recognized the truck as the one seen by 
other employees at oilfield sites after 
they were burglarized. He called two 
other employees who came to the site and 
identified the pickup as the vehicle they 
saw at or around the several locations 
burglarized.

Gutierrez asked dispatch to get a tow 
service to pick up the truck and trailer 
and take them to the county barn in 
Cherokee for storage and inventory as 
they were being seized with contents as 
evidence.

Gutierrez transported Scrimsher 
to the Alfalfa County Jail. Sheriff 
Wallace asked him to stop at the Buck 
and Christine well site just south of 
Cherokee. At the site, Scrimsher said he 
didn’t recall being there. Later at Sheriff 
Wallace’s office, Scrimsher stated he 
remembered leaving a site in a hurry 
because someone caught them there. 
He also remembered the truck going 
off the road into the ditch as they turned 
onto the highway that night. Wallace 
asked if they lost a pair of bolt cutters, 
and Scrimsher said they had indicating 
it was a small pair. When asked if they 
were a Kobalt brand, Scrimsher said yes.

Gutierrez then interviewed Wilson 
who said the truck he and Scrimsher 
were in was his, and he’d bought it 
about a month earlier from Howard Case 
whom the registration still showed as the 
owner. When questioned about bailing 
from the truck, he said Scrimsher made 
him get out. Wilson said he was driving, 

supervisor, called to ask where they were 
and heard about the second suspect. He 
said he just saw that individual at US-64 
near the intersection of OK-58. Buller 
stopped and observed the suspect at a 
distance. While still on the phone, Buller 
stated a pickup had arrived from east 
US-64 and the suspect got in. He said the 
truck then turned around and drove off 
west on US-64 at a high rate of speed. 
Buller followed the truck at a distance 
and waited for Wallace and Mast to catch 
up and stop it.

Sheriff Wallace and Undersheriff 
Mast stopped the truck and detained the 
suspect who was wearing black shorts and 
was now wearing a blue shirt. Wallace 
identified the individual as Harold 
Wilson. He was placed under arrest and 
transported to the Alfalfa County Jail by 
Mast. Wallace spoke with the driver of 
the truck, Lonny Wilson, who wrote a 
statement that Harold Wilson told him 
he was running from the cops because he 
and Neal had stolen copper up by OK-11.

Gutierrez again advised Scrimsher 
of his rights and asked the identity of 
the individual with him. He said law 
enforcement already had him, and he 
had nothing to say. A short while later, 
Scrimsher asked to speak to Gutierrez 
again. He said that Harold Wilson had 
been with him, and they had gone to 
several sites several times over the past 
month. He said Wilson was the one who 
collected the copper grounding wire 
while he collected the pipes and other 
miscellaneous items.

From Page 16 Theft
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Brown’s school. Burlington is their 
school. If we can get the kids to buy in, 
we’ll see the happiness level go up, the 
ACT scores go up, athletic teams and ac-
tivities like FFA flourish even more than 
they are. I love to work with them and 
see their growth and a maturity – see the 
kids most rewarding moments.”

As principal, Spears said, “I look for-
ward to building school culture. We’re 
here to help kids find their future. Mr. 
Brown and I are looking at adding activ-
ities – to help us to be well-rounded and 
the kids be more active. The community 
supports us.”  He said there’s interest in 
a fishing team. “We’re looking at oppor-
tunities more than what we have now so 

kids are successful. We’re just finding a 
way to help.”

When asked about the pandemic and 
the looming question of the government 
again requiring mask mandates, Spears 
said, “The CDC and state department 
tell us what to do. One awesome thing 
about Burlington is our class size. We 
can keep our students and teachers six 
foot apart.”

Discussing his hobbies, Spears said, 
“My favorite thing to do is cook. I like 
to smoke meat and I have smokers in 
my backyard. I like to sit on my patio 
and I like to feed people.” He added, “I 
like sports obviously – but I don’t have a 
whole lot of time.”

happy couple lived in Woodward until 
1994, then they moved back to Alva. Tim 
and Jackie were foster parents to two 
wonderful boys who blessed their lives for 
a couple years. 

Jackie loved her family, her church 
and her God. She also enjoyed camping 
and being outdoors. Despite her physical 
limitations, she had an adventuresome 
spirit and loved to travel. People in Alva 
could often see her riding her scooter 
around the streets of town. She would 
always greet others with a big smile 
and loved to tell them about her Savior.  
Jackie is survived by her husband Tim 
of the home in Alva, and three brothers: 
Kenneth and wife Cynda Smith of 
Coffeyville, Kansas; Dennis Smith of 
Burlington, Kansas; and Ted and wife 
Georgia Smith of Bristow, Oklahoma.  
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
father-in-law Chester Sherrell, and 
mother-in-law Janette Sherrell. Her sister-
in-law, Diana Smith, also preceded her in 
death in 2001. 

Funeral services will be held on 
Wednesday, August 4, 2021, at 2 p.m. at 
Alva First Baptist Church with Reverend 
Chris Ruwaldt officiating. Burial will 
follow at 4 p.m. in the Freedom Cemetery. 
Wharton Funeral Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. Online condolences may be 
made at www.whartonfuneralchapel.com. 

Contributions may be made to Alva 
Kids & Cops through Wharton Funeral 
Chapel.

From Page 8 
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policy, Middle School Principal 
Stephanie Marteney explained that the 
major difference is during extended 
medical absences, the student will be 
considered present based on completion 
of work for the week with a deadline of 
5 p.m. Sunday.

District Handbook revisions were 
approved with revisions. Those include 
opening school buildings at 7:30 a.m. 
instead of 7:45 as was done last year. 
Breakfast will continue to be available at 
7:45 a.m. Grades 8 through 12 will have 
the same bell schedule.

The board approved adjunct 
instructors Mary Tyree for one hour of 
aeronautics and Dixie Meyer for two 
hours of chemistry. 

The usual annual agreement to accept 
credits from Northwest Technology in 
math and science was approved. The board 

also voted approval of Brooke Meyer as 
an adjunct instructor for anatomy and 
physiology through Northwest Tech.

A new Outdoor Activity account 
was activated. The school has received 
a grant, and Coach Dave Foster, AHS 
football coach, will be implementing an 
archery program using the grant funds.

The request by FFA sponsor Katlynn 
Weathers was approved for ten students 
and four adults to travel to the National 
FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
Oct. 26-31.

The board approved Baseball Coach 
Scott Baugh’s request for the AHS 
baseball team to travel to the Coach 
Bob Classic High School Baseball 
tournament in Phoenix, Arizona, during 
spring break.

A video of the meeting may be seen 
at www.AlvaReviewCourier.com.
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Animals and Pets
For Sale

2 Home raised butcher 
calves. Ready to process 
middle of Aug. Have been on 
full feed since March. 2 more 
calves will be ready in Oct. 
Contact Kent Castle at 580-
554-4570

Business Services
Mowing & Lawn Care

Yard Mowing, Edging, 
Trimming, Hedge and Bush 
Trimming, Flower Beds, 
Cleanups. 580-430-9992

Will Haul Off
your junk and trash. Call 
James 580-748-4293

Employment
Night Owls

wanted for night auditor. 
Housekeepers needed as 
well. Apply at Holiday Inn 
Express & Suites. 1230 E 
Okla Blvd, Alva. 580-327-
1400

Farm Supplies
Straw

Small bales replenished. Will 
deliver. $7 per, every 3 for 
$20. Kiowa, KS. 580-829-
3090

Garage Sales

Garage Sale
Kline/Blunk sale at 
Cushenbery Storage on 
Harper Rd. Fri 5-8pm & Sat 
7am-3pm. Furniture, high-
end clothing, pictures, flower 
arrangements, and home 
decor items. Something for 
everyone & priced to sell 
- even some free stuff! Big 
open area

Rummage Sale
at Presbyterian Church, 628 
Church, 8am-1pm, Sat, Aug 
7. Come fill your trunk! 
Extra good items. Furniture, 
gently used clothing, shoes, 
costume jewelry, dishes, 
small appliances, books, toys 
and much more

932 Flynn, Alva
A-Z Construction. Indoor-
Outdoor Relocation Sale. All 
things not wanting to move 
will be sold. Rocks, trailers, 
tools, equipment, odds and 
ends, parts, siding, some 
trailer,fishing stuff, camping 
equipment, too many items to 
list. Sale begins Aug 14 & 15

Garage Sale
522 14th St., Alva. Sat 
8am-noon. Retired teacher 
supplies, barstools, 
microwave, mini fridge, 
portable island, chairs, desk, 
books, storage containers, lg 
ice chest, cedar chest, misc
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Estate Sale
1715 Maple, Alva. Fri, Aug 
6-Sat, Aug 7, 8am-4pm. 
Furniture, appliances, glassware, 
piano, TV’s, bedding, linens, 
jewelry and lots of misc. Sale by 
Jan’s Collectibles. 580-829-3062

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Maytag Washer, excellent 
condition $200. Call 580-430-
9164

Real Estate
For Rent

1 bdrm house. 580-430-
1003

Thinking of Moving?
Think Hi-Lo Apts. 2bdrm. 
All bills paid including 
basic cable. No pets. No 
Smoking. Call 580-327-
0906 or 580-748-0157. 
Please leave message if 
unavailable

Wednesday, July 28, 2021
8:14 a.m. – Report of a theft.
11:24 a.m. – Report of 

vandalism on County Road 
(CR) 610.

6:05 p.m. – Report of a 
reckless drivers on OK-38.

Thursday, July 29, 2021
12:53 p.m. – Report of 

a grass fire 4 miles west of 
Burlington.

2:20 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male with chest pains. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital.

2:58 p.m. – Report of a 
protective order violation.

Friday, July 30, 2021
10:49 a.m. – Caller advised 

of someone who came to her 
house claiming to be from Dish 
TV. Worried that someone may 
be committing fraud.

2:49 p.m. – Report of a 
possible theft in Carmen.

3:35 p.m. – Officer needed 
in the 400 block of Kansas for 
a runaway juvenile who was 
fighting with her parents.

Saturday, July 31, 2021
2:24 p.m. – Medic needed 

for a person who had had the 
vaccine and was now feeling 
like he may be positive for 
Covid again. No transport 
needed.

2:32 p.m. – Welfare check 
needed in Nescatunga. 

5:08 p.m. – Medic needed 
for an intoxicated and cut 
his hand on glass and had a 
seizure. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.  

Sunday, August 1, 2021
10:50 a.m. – Report of the 

neighbor’s dog that was in 
their yard. Advised it wasn’t 
being aggressive but just 
overly happy and knocked her 
down. 

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office logs

SUMMER SAFETY
LLooookk  OOuutt......TThhee  KKiiddss  AArree  OOuutt!!
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According to the affidavits 
and petitions on file, the 
following individuals have 
been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed 
below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is 
a matter of public record and 
may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. 
The Alva Review-Courier will 
not intentionally alter or delete 
any of this information. If it 
appears in the courthouse public 
records, it will appear in this 
newspaper.

Felony Filings
Neal Ray Scrimsher, Enid, 

50, has been charged with 
knowingly concealing stolen 
property; possession of stolen 
copper and larceny of equipment 
($1,058.25).

Harold Lee Wilson, Enid, 
34, has been charged with 
knowingly concealing stolen 
property ($1,039.50).

Misdemeanor Filings
Cody Lee Dalrymple, Jet, 

38, has been charged with 
driving with license suspended 
($276.50).

Steven Craig Filtingberger, 
Cedar Vale, Kansas, 32, has 
been charged with unlawful 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
($276.50).

Shelby Leigh Love, Carmen, 
26, has been charged with public 
intoxication ($317.75).

Neal Ray Scrimsher, Enid, 
50, has been charged with 
attempting to elude police 
officer and driving with license 
cancelled ($553).

Civil Filings
Capital One Bank vs. James 

Kelly Kaminsks, Cherokee: 
Indebtedness ($239.14).

Capital One Bank vs. Bridgit 
Ostroff, Cherokee: Indebtedness 
($239.14).

Marriage License Filings
Kent Paul Reed, Alva vs. 

Lori L. Palmer, Jet: marriage 
license with certificate ($5).

Traffic Citations
Alfredo Salas Olmos, 

Arlington, Texas, has been cited 
for operating vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license ($304).

Elsa M. Lara Ojeda, 
Drummond, has been cited for 
operating vehicle without a 
valid driver’s license ($304).

Mark Wesley Rogers, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

Christian T. Nubitgha, 
Oklahoma City, has been cited 
for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Kyle Ronin Germany, Enid, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 
mph over the speed limit ($100).

Blaine Anthony Hellar, 
Cherokee, has been cited for 
speeding 31-35 mph over the 
speed limit ($399).

Alfredo Salas Olmos, 
Arlington, Texas, has been cited 
for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Jessica Lafaye West, 
Wellington, Kansas, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit ($100).

Jerry Don Holmes, South 
Houston, Texas, has been cited 

Alfalfa County 
court filings

 See Court Page 39
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Citi-

zens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing in 
person dining and delivery for homebound 
seniors. Please call 327-1822 until noon the 
day before to order. In person meals are at 
noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s meet-
ing is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Citi-

zens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing in 
person dining and delivery for homebound 
seniors. Please call 327-1822 until noon the 
day before to order. In person meals are at 
noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every Thurs-
day, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 818 Lane 
St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr House), 
Alva on and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 

in Alva is open every day except Monday.

Real Estate Transfers
Book 873 page 900: Jonathan Marshall 

and Courtney Marshall convey unto Kayle 
Ann Paxton-Prochaska lots 21, 22, 23 and 
24 in Block 74 in the Original Town of 
Goltry, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 873 page 916: Melinda L. 
Grisham, and Steve Grisham, and Bob C. 
Hein convey unto Chantz R. Tucker the 
north half of the northeast quarter of section 
25, township 28 north, range 10, WIM, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 873 page 919: Melinda L. 
Grisham, and Steve Grisham, and Bob 
C. Hein convey unto Chantz R. Tucker 
the south half of the northwest quarter of 
section 25, township 28 north, range 10, 
WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 874 page 75: Kenneth D. Griffith 
and Rebecca E. Griffith convey unto 
Tommy Enterprises LLC lots 23 and 24 in 
Block 19 in the town of Jet, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.

Book 874 page 81: Hunter McEachern 
conveys unto 220 Ranch LLC the northeast 
quarter of section 32, township 26 north, 
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. 
Quit claim deed.

Book 874 page 94: Larry Cochran and 
Christy Cochran convey unto Kenneth P. 
Jordan and Anita D. Jordan all that part of 
the northwest quarter of section 8, township 
25 north, range 9, WIM. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 873 page 901: Kayle Ann Paxton-

Prochaska and James C. Prochaska, to 
Primecaptial Company. Lot 21, 22, 23 and 
24, in Block 74, in the Original Town of 
Goltry, Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Note: 
$118,181.00.

Book 873 page 924: Shawn C. Shepherd 
and Daisy S. Shepherd, to Farm Credit of 
Enid. All that portion of S/2 SE.4 section 
17, township 24 north, range 11 WIM. 
Note: $240,000.00.

Book 873 page 951: Bobbie Steele, to 
Cleo State Bank. Lots 22 thru 24, block 
24, real property located 523 Main Street, 
Aline, OK. Note: $30,212.00.

Book 874 page 1: Robert L. Sims, II and 
Teresa Ann Sims, to Fairview Savings and 
Loan Association. The south half of the west 
half of the southwest quarter of section 30, 
township 24 north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Note: $255,000.00.

Book 874 page 53: Roberta Berry, to 
Open Mortgage. Lot 9 in block 1, bridges 
addition to the City of Cherokee, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Note: $92,250.00.

Book 874 page 65: John E. Rehkop 
and Lena K. Rehkop, to High Plains Farm 
Credit. The east half of section 24, township 
28 north, range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $288,000.00.

Book 874 page 96: Kenneth P. Jordan 
and Anita D. Jordan, to ACB Bank. All that 
part of the northwest quarter of section 8, 
township 25 north, range 9, WIM. Note: 
$189,000.00.

Alfalfa County real 
estate transactions
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for speeding 1-10 mph over the speed 
limit ($100).

Ryan lee Pullan, Cherokee, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over the 
speed limit ($100).

Jorge Luis Gonzalez, Ft. Morgan, 
Colorado, has been cited for speeding 15 
mph over the speed limit ($264).

Ivana Dawn Mullins, Waukomis, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Drake Wayne Williams, Cherokee, 
has been cited for speeding 16-20 mph 
over the speed limit ($279).

Jennalynn B. Gooch, Bedford, Texas, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit ($100).

The following individuals have been 
cited for not wearing a seatbelt ($20): 
Kaylie Estelle Richmond, Chickasha; 
Drake Keele Lewis, Alva; Jonathan 
David Friary, Cherokee; Jeffery Glen 
Booker Tuttle; Logan Joe Meeks, 
Dacoma.

From Page 37 

Court

From Page 4 Mistakes
briefcase, or at the office.

• Ask for Help. Recruit a “medicine 
buddy” who can remind you when to 
take your pills. Ask a friend, family 
member, or neighbor to call, email, or 
text you at a set time each day. That 
person can also help you set up a system 
for taking your medicine.

My Medicine Record
There’s a handy form on the FDA 

(Food and Drug Administration) website. 

Search for My Medicine Record/FDA. 
Ite’s a printable PDF with columns for 
the name of the medicine, description 
(what it looks like), how much in your 
dose, how and when to use, start and 
stop dates, why you’re using it, and the 
doctor who prescribed it. 

Another page has spaces for your 
contact information, your emergency 
contact, your primary care physician and 
your pharmacy.

There’s also a handy list of questions 
you ask about any new medicine. For 
example: Will this take the place of 
anything else I am using? Are there 
special directions for using this? What 
should I do if I miss a dose?

Some Other Ideas
My niece is a pharmacist, and our 

family tends to rely on her for medication 
information and advice. Remember your 
local pharmacist is willing to help you. 
If you take several prescriptions, it’s a 
good idea to periodically bring a list to 
your pharmacists so they can check for 
any duplications or interactions. 

If you only need a list of medications 
to have handy for your doctor, keeping 
them on your cellphone or on a paper 
list in your wallet could be enough. My 
daughter suggested using something 
like One Drive or Google Docs that 
will work with your computer or your 
tablet or your cellphone so it’s quickly 
available and easy to update.

There are all kinds of pill organizers 
available. Many of them have alarms you 
can set as reminders. These are really 
helpful for those who have difficulty 
keeping track of the time. 

If there are young children in 
the household who might get into 
prescriptions or someone with memory 
issues who might take too many doses, 
a locking medication container is the 
answer. Some are small enough to hold 
only a few pills while others are the size 
of a small toiletries case to hold all meds. 

Spending a few minutes getting 
organized can prevent a lot of problems 
in the future and maybe an ambulance 
ride to the emergency room.
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