
Burlington Public 
School looking to 
trim down project 

expenses



March 29, 2023 Page 2Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

The Alva Review-Courier / Newsgram
is published Wednesday by
Martin Broadcasting Corp.

620 Choctaw St.
Alva, Oklahoma 73717

Marione Martin, President
Telephone Numbers:

Alva Review-Courier 580-327-2200
Newsgram 580-327-1510

FAX 580-327-2454
www.alvareviewcourier.com

E-Mail: manager @alvareviewcourier.net
news@alvareviewcourier.net

Entire Contents Copyright 2023

By Marione Martin
The Woods County Commissioners 

approved a road crossing, the junking 
of some computers and a transfer to 
pay for a tractor on Monday. Chairman 
John Smiley opened the meeting with 
Commissioners David Hamil and Randy 
McMurphy present along with County 
Clerk Shelley Reed.

A road crossing permit was 
approved in District 3 for Targa Pipeline 
Midcontinent WestOK LLC. The 
location is from 11-24-13 to 12-24-13 
for a gas line and a permit fee of $500.

The commissioners approved 
a resolution to participate in Teva, 
Allergan, CVS, Walgreens, and Walmart 
settlement agreements. 

Smiley made a motion, seconded by 
McMurphy, to transfer appropriations of 
$150,000 for District 3 from M & O to 
Capital Outlay. Smiley said this will be 
used to pay for a new tractor. The motion 
was approved.

Four computers from E911 were 
declared surplus and approved to be 
junked. 

The commissioners also approved 
payroll, warrants, claims and blanket 
purchase orders.

Woods County 
Commissioners 
approve road 
crossing

By Marione Martin
Municipal and school board 

elections will be held Tuesday, April 4, 
in Oklahoma. Polls are open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. In addition, early voting will be 
offered on Thursday and Friday, March 
30-31, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Early voting 
in Alfalfa County will be at the election 
board office, 602 W. 5th St., Suite 3, 
Cherokee. In Woods County, early 
voting will be offered at the election 
board office at 427 Barnes Ave., Suite 2 
in Alva.

A number of local candidates have 
filed for municipal offices and there are 
two school board races on April 4 ballots 
for Alfalfa and Woods counties. 

ALFALFA COUNTY
Town of Carmen

Board of Trustees: Jerry Gumaer, 
Lee McDowell, Larry Schwahn and 
Matthew Oldham. Three positions are 
open.

City of Cherokee
Councilmember-Commissioner 

Ward 2: Paul E. Michael and Chelsey 
Guffy.

Town of Helena
Board of Trustees: Kristin Shepard, 

Lisa Zink, John A. Masquelier and 

Early voting begins Thursday 
in April 4 election

Garrett Powell. Three positions are open.
Medford Public Schools

Board Member – Office No. 3: Tyler 
Kretchmar and April Loveall.

Alva Public Schools
Board Member – Office No. 3: 

Tiffany Slater and Kevin Pingelton.
WOODS COUNTY

City of Alva
Mayor: Kelly Parker and Taylor 

Dowling.
Councilmember, Ward 1 Seat 2: 

Jeramie Wade Bradford, Garret Lahr and 
Justin Scribner.

Councilmember, Ward 2 Seat 2: 
Mary Longhurst and Gail Swallow.

Councilmember, Ward 4 Seat 2: Joe 
Parsons and Randy Stelling.

Marshal: Jim Scribner and Jim L. 
Darr.

Town of Freedom
Board of Trustees, Office No. 1 

(Unexpired Term): Kama Luddington 
and Concha Herrera.

City of Waynoka
Councilmember, Ward 1 Seat 1: 

Donald Cummings and Austin Durkee.
Alva Public Schools

Board Member – Office No. 3: 
Tiffany Slater and Kevin Pingelton.

Newsprint End Rolls
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva
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It’s spring cleaning time
By Marione Martin

Something must be wrong with me! 
Lately I’ve been 
cleaning. It wasn’t a 
momentary thing that 
passed after a day. 
It keeps happening. 
And what’s stranger 
is that I’m cleaning 
my offices, not my 
house. I have no idea 
how long this odd 
malady will last, but 
I’m kind of enjoying 

the results.
I have two adjoining offices with two 

desks, four computers, shelves and file 
cabinets. One of the offices started out as 
my husband’s, but he didn’t like being 
so close to the front of the newspaper 
building. It was too easy to get pulled 
into conversations, and he couldn’t get 
anything done. So he moved to a back 
room and gave the front one to me. With 
that office, I inherited a shelf full of 
computer software boxes and numerous 
files.

The other office is for bookkeeping, 
which I took over many years ago. There 
are boxes of old files in that office. I keep 
accumulating more stuff, and I never 
seem to have the time to get rid of what 
I no longer need.

The cleaning spree started when 
some old newspapers I was checking 
for column ideas began leaving lots of 
crumbling bits on the floor and on the 
couch. Eventually it was too much, and 
I had to get out the vacuum. I do have 
some standards! Of course, before I 

could vacuum, I needed to dust. Then I 
was looking for something I misplaced, 
and that led to throwing out the old junk 
I found. 

I’ve uncovered some interesting 
things. There was the notebook of 
instructions on how to use a computer 
program from 2019. I found an 
Associated Press stylebook, used for 
accepted journalism writing style, 
from 2018. There’s a book on how 
to back up a computer in DOS, dated 
1991. I discovered a framed document 
recognizing my husband’s 10 years of 
service with the U.S. Government that 
came from doing daily weather readings. 
It’s kind of like a treasure hunt.

Some people seem to enjoy cleaning. 
I’ve never been one of them. My mother 
tried to instill good cleaning habits, 
despite my lack of enthusiasm. Since she 
worked during the week, housecleaning 
time was Saturday morning. The one 
task I semi-enjoyed was dusting so that 
usually fell to me. Now dust and I have 
a generally peaceable existence. I don’t 
bother it, and it doesn’t bother me.

Here’s a story to illustrate my attitude 
toward cleaning. When we first moved 
to Alva, my husband was approached by 
a vacuum cleaner salesman. This was 
during the years when some high-priced 
vacuums were sold only door to door. 
Salesmen were paid by commission 
so they were eager to demonstrate the 
wonders of their product and show why 
it was so much better than ordinary 
vacuums.

Although I had a nice low-cost 

vacuum at home, my husband was 
convinced by the salesman to make an 
appointment for a demonstration. He 
came to our house, described all the 
ways his product was better, and did a 
demonstration by cleaning an area of the 
carpet. Then he showed off all the dirt that 
came out of the carpet, an embarrassing 
experience for most people. 

At this point, my husband was ready 
to buy this wonderful machine. Since he 
had a personal aversion to vacuuming, 
he knew he’d better consult me. I kindly 
explained to the salesman that I’d rather 
spend the money on a computer. This 
was early in the personal computer 
period, and I had my eye on one for our 
house.

Regarding cleaning, I like this quote 
from Erma Bombeck, “My theory 
on housework is, if the item doesn’t 
multiply, smell, catch fire, or block the 
refrigerator door, let it be. No one else 
cares. Why should you?”

Unfortunately, my mother-in-law 
kept her house very clean. She had five 
children but didn’t work outside the 
home. Also, her mother-in-law lived 
with them. Whenever she planned to 
visit, I felt the need to do a thorough 
cleaning. 

My daughter had the right idea. She 
delegated most of the cleaning duties 
to her seven children. Of course, that 
meant lots of time supervising, but now 
my grandchildren are experienced in 
cooking and cleaning. With only one 
child still at home, my daughter is back 
to handling more of the chores herself.

Maybe if this unusual activity 
continues, I can tackle some of the 
cleaning at home. Meanwhile, I’ll leave 
you with a few more spring cleaning 
quotes.

“If you want to get rid of stuff, you 
can always do a good spring cleaning. 
Or you can do what I do. Move.” – Ellen 
DeGeneres

“I’m in the mood to do some spring 
cleaning. Apparently, cabin fever has 
made me delirious.” – Maxine

“Cleaning your house while your kids 
are still growing up is like shoveling the 
walk before it stops snowing.” – Phyllis 
Diller

“I’m not going to vacuum ‘til Sears 
makes one you can ride on.” – Roseanne 
Barr
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By Yvonne Miller 
“We need to cut roughly a half million 

from the total project,” Burlington Public 
School Superintendent Brent Rousey 
told the Newsgram in reference to the 
report he gave the board of education 
at their March meeting. “The bid came 
in about 70 percent higher than it was 
projected.” The projected amount was 
$4,803,303.50. Instead the cost came in 
at $8,240,000, he said.

Burlington School Board looking for more 
cost-reduction on building bond project
• Need to cut $467,000
• New daycare director and assistant

This a view of the ongoing dirtwork for Burlington’s new gym. Photo by Yvonne Miller
At this point the cost of the entire 

project is $9,407,059.89. Rousey said 
the school has $8,980,156.15 money 
from the bond, the lease purchase, 
money remaining from another building 
project, etc. 

“So we need to cut about $467,000 
from the project. We’re cutting out the 
Cadillac and will still have something 
really nice. We’ll have the same size 
building, the same everything. We’re 

getting rid of the super excess.”
He said the architects are working on 

it – there’s savings to be found in value 
engineering. They are continuing their 
search for cost-reductions in the total 
project cost. Bids will be presented to 
the board at the next meeting for this 
work.

Classroom updates will be completed 
this summer. 

Regarding the bathroom remodeling 
throughout the school building, Rousey 
said the project is basically finished. The 
project will be completed to the board’s 
specifications. 

Full Agenda for Burlington School 
Board, New Daycare Director
Longtime Teacher Judy Elliott 

Resigns
All board members attended the 

meeting except T.J. Rockenbach 
including: Lindsey Callison, Terry 
Graham, Robert Hill and April Kisling. 
Superintendent Rousey, JH/HS Principal 
Gerrett Spears, Elementary Principal 
Stan Pedersen and Board Minutes Clerk 
Tracy Granados were also present. 
Guests were: Anne Graham, Doug 
Graham, Carlee Graham, Zoey Graham, 

 See Burlington Page 26



March 29, 2023                             Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 7



March 29, 2023 Page 8Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

Ashlei Cosper, senior, has been 
chosen as the March Student of the 
Month at Aline-Cleo High School.  

Her school philosophy is, “Bring a 
pencil, some paper and you’re golden.”  

She believes her school is unique 
because of its small student body. You 
know everyone and it has a family-like 
atmosphere. 

Ashlei is inspired by her parents and 
brother Joe.  

Her favorite activities are playing 
basketball, track, softball, hanging 
out with friends and family, reading, 
watching movies, and lifting. 

Her favorite quote is, “But you ain’t 
got no legs, Lieutenant Dan...” ~ Forrest 
Gump

She is the daughter of John and April 
Cosper of  Cleo Springs. 

Cosper chosen 
as Aline-Cleo 
March Student 
of the Month

Voters will head to the polls on April 
4 for the Board of Education and Regular 
Municipal General Elections. The polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.   

Alfalfa County Election Board 
Secretary Stephanie Jantz recommends 
voters with questions about their 
eligibility or polling place call before 
Election Day.  

“We provide a number of additional 
services to voters on Election Day, so 
it can get very busy. If you have any 
questions, we strongly suggest you call 
or come by the week before Election 
Day if possible. If you find that you 
do have a question on Election Day, 
however, don’t hesitate to call.”  

Jantz says the State Election Board’s 
OK Voter Portal is the easiest way for 
voters to verify their registration or 
locate their polling place. The OK Voter 
Portal can be found at oklahoma.gov/
elections/ovp. 

The Alfalfa County Election Board 
reminds voters to bring a current federal 
or Oklahoma state-issued photo ID, 
or federally recognized tribal ID to 
their polling place. An official voter 
identification card can also be used as 
proof of identity. If you forget your ID, 
you may still cast a provisional ballot 
by signing an affidavit. Provisional 
ballots will be verified and counted after 
Election Day and before the election is 
certified. 

Voters in Alfalfa County are 
reminded to keep the integrity of the 
election system in mind, when going to 
the polls. 

While ballot “selfies” or taking 
photographs of a marked ballot are legal, 
voters may not share or distribute the 
image through social media or by any 
other means while inside the election 
enclosure. Voters must wait until they 

Alfalfa County: Election day 
reminders, tips and laws

leave their polling place before posting 
or sharing the picture with anyone. 
Improper use of the photo could result 
in a violation of the law. Voters may not 
use the image to coerce, influence, or 
intimidate another voter. 

Jantz says voters should be aware 
that violating the law has consequences.  

“While some offenses may seem 
minor, unlawful activity on Election 
Day constitutes a serious crime and 
could result in a misdemeanor or in some 
cases, a felony conviction. We want all 
voters to be aware of their actions and be 
respectful of the rights of others.” 

Jantz said, it is illegal to disclose how 
you voted with anyone while inside the 
election enclosure. In addition, you may 
not remove a ballot from the polling 
place.  

Keep in mind that electioneering is 
prohibited within 300 feet of any ballot 
box while an election is in progress. This 
includes wearing or bringing visible 
campaign related paraphernalia into the 
election enclosure. Jantz notes that no 
one except election officials and voters 
waiting to vote are allowed within 50 
feet of any ballot box on Election Day. 
Certain exceptions are made for media 
and those assisting disabled voters.  

Voters are reminded that consuming 
alcohol of any kind or quantity within 
one-half mile of a polling place on 
Election Day is prohibited. 

The polls will be open 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m. April 4. 

For questions, please contact the 
Alfalfa County Election Board at 
580-596-2718 or alfalfacounty@
elections.ok.gov. The county election 
board is located at 602 W. 5th St. Ste 
3, Cherokee. Office hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. 
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CHEROKEE – View the unique 
11,200-acre salt flats and collect the 
state crystal of Oklahoma free at Salt 
Plains National Wildlife Refuge during 
the crystal digging season, open each 
year from April 1 through Oct. 15.

Crystal digging is only allowed from 
sunrise to sunset in the dig area. First, 
drive to the Selenite Crystal Digging 
Area located at: 66003 Garvin Road, 
Cherokee. Once inside the gate, drive 
about a mile following the road and park 
in front of orange “Dig Area” signs. 
Visitors are allowed to collect up to 10 
pounds and one large cluster for their 

Crystal digging season opens April 1
Dig for free selenite crystals

personal use.
“Crystal digging is a great, free 

activity for people of all ages to collect 
unique hourglass crystals and see 
wildlife,” said Melissa Robell, visitor 
services specialist at Salt Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge. “The Dig Area is closed 
the rest of the year to protect endangered 
Whooping Cranes migrating through.” 
Crystals are often found right below the 
salt-crusted surface. Make sure to bring: 
a shovel to dig, protection from the sun 
(sunglasses, hat, and sunscreen) and 
enough water to drink, rinse crystals and 
clean yourself after digging. There is a 

restroom available inside the gate at the 
Selenite Crystal Digging Area.

“Only about one third of the 32,197-
acre refuge is salt flats. With five hiking 
trails and 315 bird species observed 
since the opening in 1930 there is a lot 
to see and do other than dig for crystals.” 
said Shane Kasson, refuge manager at 
Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge.

For more information visit https://
www.fws.gov/refuge/salt-plains/crystal-
digging, call the refuge at 580-626-4794 
or email Melissa Robell at melissa_
robell@fws.gov.

See the Newsgram
before it’s printed!
Latest edition FREE at

www.AlvaReviewCourier.com
Click on the “Newsgram” tab

ACTION ADS
Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw, Alva

580-327-2200
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Senate Review 
Senate sends 402 bills to House; receives 
477 bills from House to consider
By Senator Roland Pederson

We passed 402 bills in the 
Senate that are now available for 
further consideration in the House of 
Representatives. Likewise, the House has 
sent us 477 measures for consideration. 
Two of my bills that received approval 
last week were Senate Bill 706 and SB 
742.

SB 706 will speed up the adoption 
process by removing jury trials to 
terminate parental rights. We found in 
an interim study last year that waiting 
for these trials is one of the things 
dragging the process out. During this 
wait, children are typically placed in 
foster care and may move between 
multiple homes before their case is heard 
in court. The goal of this bill is to help 
Oklahoma kids establish permanency 
more efficiently and get them placed in 
safe, loving homes.

The second measure, SB 742, will 
direct county assessors to comprise a 
list of delinquent taxpayer’s assets and 
provide that list to the county treasurer. 
The taxpayer will also be notified 
of the taxes that they owe. This bill 
also provides that this list will not be 

subject to open record laws, so taxpayer 
information remains secure.

Last week, we celebrated AERO 
Day at the Capitol and were able to hear 
more about the educational programs 
that are preparing students to work in 
aerospace and aviation. As our state’s 
second largest industry, we will continue 
to have a need for qualified and skilled 
employees. Enid High School is home to 
one of Oklahoma’s outstanding aviation 
programs that is preparing our youth 
for high-paying jobs in this rewarding 
industry. I was very excited to welcome 
these students to the Capitol and hear 
about the aviation classes they are 
currently taking.

I have also recently welcomed 
guests from Wagon Creek Christian 
School and fifth and sixth graders from 
Goltry. I appreciate their teachers and 
administrators for bringing them to learn 
about our state history and the legislative 
process. This week, Sterling Stewart 
from Burlington is taking part in the 
Senate Page Program. I hope he enjoys 
his time here and I greatly appreciate his 
service to the Senate and to our office.

I’d like to thank Pro Tem Treat for 
selecting me to serve on the Economic 
Development Select Committee that 
will begin meeting this week. We’ll be 
looking at how we can make our state 
more attractive for new and expanding 
businesses and examine why we missed 
out on some recent opportunities so we 
can be more successful moving forward. 
The committee will also look at how we 
can better assist our local businesses and 
entrepreneurs.

Finally, I’d like to congratulate the 
Jet Utilities Authority for receiving 
nearly $150,000 in Rural Economic 
Action Plan grants from the Oklahoma 
Water Resources Board (OWRB). I 
thank OWRB for providing this funding 
that will improve water infrastructure in 
Jet and surrounding communities.

It is an honor to serve as your state 
senator. I encourage you to visit the state 
Capitol and invite you to stop by my 
office on the fourth floor. Please don’t 
hesitate to reach out with your concerns 
or questions. You can reach my office by 
phone at 405-521-5630 or by email at 
Roland.Pederson@oksenate.gov.
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Carl’s Capitol Comments
HB 1967 would let counties levy 1% sales 
tax for emergency service, once voted in 
at special election
By Rep. Carl Newton

I had one final bill pass out of the 
House last week before our third-

reading deadline for 
legislation to advance 
from its chamber of 
origin.

House Bill 1967 
would allow counties 
to levy up to a 1% 
sales tax to fund 
emergency medical 
service only after 

a majority of the voters of the county 
approve the increase in a special election 
called by county commissioners.

Lots of counties are trying to maintain 
EMS to help residents during times 
of emergency. Updating equipment in 
this present inflationary environment, 
however, is quite the burden. This bill 
would simply let our counties add up 
to a one-cent tax if the majority of their 
residents approve.

This was the final House bill this 
session that I needed to move to the 
Senate before deadline. All my other 
bills have already been introduced in 
that chamber and await committee 

assignment. Next, we’ll begin hearing 
Senate bills in House committees before 
they come to the floor for a vote. I have 
nine Senate Bills I will be carrying on 
the House side of the Legislature. So, 
I will be busy with a whole new set of 
bills and issues. I will talk about those 
as they progress though the House. I will 
still be monitoring my House Bills and 
working with the Senate authors to help 
them secure approval in the Senate.

In total, the House passed 477 bills 
and joint resolutions to the Senate and 
will consider 400 measures from that 
chamber. Two Senate bills have already 
been signed into law by the governor 
this year.

Also last week, the House passed 
several bills that would cut taxes.

House Bill 1954 would reduce the 
personal income tax rate for all tax 
brackets by .5%. The top marginal rate 
would be 4.25% compared to the current 
4.75%.

House Bill 1955 would eliminate 
the state’s 4.5% sales tax on groceries. 
Existing county and municipal taxes on 
groceries would remain.

There are times when voters might 
wish to increase a tax to provide a 
specific service, such as emergency 
services as I’ve detailed above. But 
overall, we want to lessen the tax burden 
as much as possible. This is proven 
to better stimulate the economy and 
provide for relief from inflation. We’re 
ever mindful of the balance, however, 
of providing necessary services such as 
education, transportation, public safety, 
health and mental health care and more.

We also considered several election 
bills last week. Among those was 
House Bill 2504, which would create 
the “Federal Election Communications 
Transparency Act of 2023.” This would 
ensure the governor and state Legislature 
are aware of all communications made 
or provided to agencies and entities 
responsible for overseeing elections so 
that the state can respond as needed.

As always, if I can help in any way, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. You 
may reach me by email at carl.newton@
okhouse.gov, or phone me at 405-557-
7339.  God bless you and the State of 
Oklahoma.



March 29, 2023                          Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 19



March 29, 2023                           Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 20



March 29, 2023                             Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 21



March 29, 2023 Page 22Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

In the cattle category, Rhiata Bouziden is shown with her champion heifer at the 
Oklahoma Youth Expo.

Stetson Nix and his champion ewe did 
a great job at the Oklahoma Youth 
Expo.

By Breya Beck
Hogs

Barrows: 5th place Class 3 and 11th 
Overall Division 1 Dark Cross – Breya 
Beck 

Marlie Pitts, Alivia Seamen, and 
Jessica Goucher also exhibited hogs at 
OYE

Goats
Wether Dams: 5th place Class 2 – 

Makinze Smith
Wethers: 6th place in both Class 8 and 

13 – Tayen Redgate 
Sheep

Ewes: 3rd place Class 1 Commercial 
Ewe – Stetson Nix 

Wethers: 4th place Class 3 Natural 
and 12th Overall Natural and 10th place 
Class 6 Cross – Stetson Nix 

Cattle
Heifers: Reserve Breed Champion 

Red Angus and Division Champion 
Horned Hereford – Rhiata Bouziden. 
1st place Class 4 Simmental – Rholton 
Bouziden 

The Waynoka FFA chapter expressed 
its pride in the members’ hard work and 
dedication to their livestock projects.

Oklahoma Youth Expo FFA results

Breya Beck at the Oklahoma Youth Expo with her champion barrow.
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By Stacy Sanborn
John Bellamy, with the Nescatunga 

Responders, addressed the Alfalfa 
County commissioners Monday 
morning on what he called a fact-finding 
mission. Bellamy told Nate Ross, Mike 
Roach and Garret Johnson that he was 
still determining how it came to be, 
but that their shed was packed full of 
stuff with no room to spare. He said the 
firefighters had minimal space to get in 
and out of the trucks, especially now that 
the equipment runs bigger. 

Bellamy also said he wasn’t sure 
how the Nescatunga Fire Association 
came to be or its exact role. The 
commissioners advised Bellamy to meet 
with association members to ask about 
clearing out the building. Roach said he 
would start there, and then if need be, 
a lean-to could be added on rather than 
building a new structure simply due to 
costs. 

Taking no action, the three officials 
moved on to complete some transfers. 
One was for $17,850 from the ARPA 
2021 M&O account 1566-1-2000-2005 
to the ARPA 2021 Personal Services 
account 1566-1-2000-1110 for County 

Alfalfa County commissioners open 
bids for Carmen Responders building

General full-time employees. The other 
was $100,000 from Aline Responder 
M&O account 1321-3-8212-2005 to 
the Aline Responders Capital Outlay 
account 1321-3-8212-4110 for funds for 
a new truck. 

Ross, Roach, and Johnson then 
approved a couple of receiving officer 
change requests. They signed to 
change one from Jennifer Hensley to 
Madison Hembree for the Court Clerk 
and from Tyler Mead to Paulette Klick 
for the fairgrounds. 

Next, they took care of some 
private property access easements. The 
first one was in District 1 for the NE¼ 
of 5-28-11 to clean the south ditch 
of Major Road, and the other was in 
District 1 for the NE¼ of 30-29-11 to 
clean the west ditch of the county road. 
Following that, the commissioners 
opened bids for the new Carmen 
Responders building. Those were 
from Integrity General Contracting 
and Construction: $205,485; Wilson 
Construction, $240,180; Strader 
Buildings, $288,945; Ladwig 
Construction, $254,900. The men took 

no action pending further review. 
After that, they approved County 

Clerk Laneta Schwerdtfeger to go out 
for bids on a new fire truck for use by 
the Aline Responders. 

The next several agenda items were 
standard. First, the three men signed 
a transfer document from District 3 
to District 2 for a 1,060-gallon fuel 
tank (Inv. no. D3 413-312), and then 
the transfer from the District 2 Capital 
Outlay account 1102-6-4200-4110 to the 
District 3 Capital Outlay account 1102-6-
4300-4110 for $700 for the 1,060-gallon 
fuel tank (Inv. no. D3 413-312). Then, 
they signed to transfer $22,000 from the 
Goltry Rescue M&O account 1321-3-
8215-2005 to the Goltry Rescue Capital 
Outlay account 1321-3-8215-4110 for a 
fire truck. 

Lastly, they signed the LATCF-1418 
2022 Annual Report (no money had been 
spent) and then looked at written quotes 
for the fairground’s Exhibit Building 
kitchen remodel. Payroll warrants, 
M&O warrants for payment, and blanket 
purchase orders were reviewed and 
approved earlier in the meeting.
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Aidan Graham, Rhonda Pinkston, 
Hailey McCullough and Brook Keast. 

The board approved the resignation 
of longtime teacher Judy Elliott. Board 
members thanked her for her many years 
of service at Burlington. 

Daycare Director Principal Spears 
reported the recent DHS visit went 
well. He said they’ve applied for grants 
and received some. One of those is 
the Childcare Stabilization grant for 
$26,000. Burlington’s daycare is now 
STARS certified, which Spears said 
gave them $7,500.

The board approved Spears’ 
recommendation to hire Stormy 
Rosenberger as the Daycare Director 
for the 2023-2024 school year. She’s 
been a substitute at the daycare. She 
has experience as she’s run an in-
home daycare. Rosenberger resides 
in Burlington  and has three children 
in school – a fourth, seventh and 
eighth grader. Spears said she’ll 
replace Kasandra Kuns who is leaving 
Burlington to take a classroom teaching 
job elsewhere. 

Shannon Shrum received the board’s 
approval as the Assistant Daycare 
Director for the 2023-2024 school year. 

From Page 6  Burlington

This is a view of the slab poured for Burlington’s new FFA Greenhouse. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Spears said she is their longest employed 
worker at the daycare and also qualified 
to be a director. However, she has a baby 
herself and not wanting to work more 
currently. 

The board held an executive session 
for about one hour before taking action 
on several decisions in open session.

The Board voted to re-employ all 
employees listed on Exhibit B, with the 
exception of Aliene Gosselin who was 
removed from the list and tabled until a 
future meeting, for the 2023-24 school 
year. And also approved the employees 
listed in Exhibit C .

Housing Director Spears reported 
that there is currently one house open. 
It’s located at 905 Maple Street. An ad 
has been placed in the paper, but there is 
no rush at this point.  

Discussion ensued regarding whether 
to approve or not approve to update 
enrollment numbers for each class 
according to the Open Transfer Policy 
FE. as required by SB 783. Following, 
a motion was made  to keep numbers 
the same for all classrooms. No changes 
were made. 

The board approved a student, bus 

driver, and daycare drug testing contract 
for the 2023-2024 school year. They 
approved hiring Charlie Berg as a part 
time teacher for the 2023-2024 school 
year. A GKF Policy was approved. As 
was the new housing lease agreement for 
the 2023-2024 school year. 

Joe Granados was approved to 
receive the golf stipend for the 2022-
2023 school year. 

No changes to the 7th-12th handbook 
were recommended. Elementary 
handbook changes included updating 
the start time to 8:00 am; removing a 
modified time for opening doors for 
adverse weather; updating playground 
rules to include no twisting on swings, 
feet first only going down the slide and 
no running up the slide. Additionally, 
there will be no camel or chicken 
fighting on the playground; no walking 
or standing on the benches and teachers 
will have students walk during recess for 
discipline rather than having them sit out 
entirely. Each elementary class will have 
four holiday parties, but no gift exchange 
at Christmas, as well as each class will be 

 See Burlington Page 32
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 See Obits Page 32

Obituaries
JAMES LEE JACKSON 

James Lee Jackson was born on 
December 10, 1932, in Alva, Oklahoma, 

to Roy Jackson and 
Alice Hada Jackson. 
He was the first born 
in a family of five, 
would later have a 
younger sister, Peggy, 
and younger brother, 
Timm.

His early years 
in Alva were spent 

working on the family wheat farm and 
cattle ranch. He also played football 
and performed in theater. He graduated 
from Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University.

He joined the military and served 
in the Army. After the war, he returned 
to Alva and taught chemistry at 
Northwestern Oklahoma State University 
and then entered the insurance business 
in Oklahoma City where he met Eressia 
Holliday. She was a bank teller and he 
was her customer. He asked her for a 
date and their first date took place on 
Friday, July 13, 1962. Every Friday the 
13th after was considered lucky for them. 
They married on December 27, 1963, 
and soon moved to Houston, Texas, to 
start a business known as Jackson’s 
Restoration and Cleaning Company, Inc. 
A first-of-its-kind business, Jackson’s 
Restoration and Cleaning specialized 
in restoring personal and commercial 
property damaged by fire, water and 
smoke. Jim and Eressia built a highly 
successful and unique business that grew 
in size and reputation over 30 years.

Jim adopted Eressia’s daughter 
Christy, age 3, from a former marriage. 
They had another child, Anne Holliday, 
born in 1966. During their time in 
Houston, Jim attended flight school and 
earned his pilot’s license. As a pilot he 
often flew the family to cities in Texas, 
Oklahoma and Kansas.

Jim spent many years enjoying deer 
hunting, outdoor photography and golf. 
The family traveled extensively in the 
US and Canada. Many Summers were 

spent in the GMC motorhome under the 
CB handle, The Travellin’ Texans.

In the second phase of his life, Jim 
returned to Oklahoma, in Agra, to start 
a cattle ranch and to be closer to his 
aging parents. He became active in the 
community supporting many local high 
school programs and attending a variety 
of music events.

As his health failed, he and Eressia 
entered Southern Oaks Care Center in 
Pawnee, Oklahoma, in March 2020. 
He contracted Covid and passed away 
December 29, 2020. 

He is preceded in death by his parents 
and his sister Peggy.

He is survived by his brother Timm 
Jackson and sister-in-law Karen, his two 
daughters, Christy Jackson and Anne 
Alvarez and three grandchildren, Jessica 
Dockstader, Daniel Alvarez and Andrew 
Alvarez.

Memorial services will be held 
on April 2, 2023, at 1 p.m. at Palmer 
Marler Funeral Home, 800 S. Linwood, 
Cushing, Oklahoma. 

KATHERINE ANN KERR
Katherine Ann Kerr was born to 

Clifford Sterba and Eleanor M. Houts 
Sterba in Carmen, Oklahoma, and 
passed from this life on March 24, 2023, 
in Alva, Oklahoma.  

Katherine graduated from Alva High 
School. After high school she went to 
work for the Department of Human 
Services in Alva. She married Bill Kerr, 
and they moved to Helena, Oklahoma. 
They had a daughter, Kayla.  Katherine 
then worked for DHS at the Helena Boys 
School and continued to work at the 
facility for a number of years after the 
Department of Corrections took over.

Katherine is preceded in death by her 
husband, Bill, and her daughter, Kayla.

Survivors include her brother, 
Donald Sterba of Alva; a niece, Donise 
Cinnamon of Mooreland, and a nephew, 
Mike Sterba of Stillwater.

Graveside services for Katherine will 
be Monday, April 17, 2023, at 1 p.m. at 
Good Hope Cemetery, Highway 58, 
Helena. Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home Inc. of Helena. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com. 

Memorials for Katherine may be 
given to NWOSU Scholarship Fund 
through the funeral home.

RANDAL ‘RANDY’ NATION
Memorial services for Randy Nation 

will be 10 a.m. 
Monday, April 3, 
2023, at the Alva High 
School Basketball 
Gymnasium 
with Ryan Pullan 
officiating. He was 
cremated at his 
request under the 
direction of Marshall 

Funeral Home of Alva. There will be a 
visitation with family 6-8 p.m. Sunday, 
April 2, at Marshall Funeral Home.

Randal Lynn Nation, son of Charles 
Robert and Reba Nell (Van Meter) 
Nation, was born June 7, 1966, at 
Sapulpa, Oklahoma, and passed away 
March 26, 2023, at his home surrounded 
by his family and close friends at the age 
of 56 years, 9 months, and 19 days.

Randy grew up in Sapulpa 
graduating from Sapulpa High School. 
He attended NEO and received his 
Associates Degree and later graduated 
from OSU with his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Agriculture Education. He was on 
Livestock Judging teams when he was 
in high school and college. He taught ag 
at Aline-Cleo Schools before moving to 
Alva where he has taught ag for the past 
30+ years. 

On May 23, 1987, he was united in 
marriage to Lisa Kay Pogue at Welch, 
Oklahoma. They had two daughters, 
Leslie and Brooke. Randy was 
committed to excellence as a teacher 
and mentor of the Alva FFA program. 
He enjoyed advising many students and 
young leaders to learn and appreciate 
discipline, responsibility and serving 
their community. Randy also applied 
these teachings to his own life raising 
livestock with his family throughout his 
years.

He is survived by his loving wife, 
Lisa of Alva; his two daughters, Leslie 
Nation of Alva, and Brooke Fiser 
and her husband, Luke, of Bixby; his 
parents, Charles and Reba Nation of 
Sapulpa; a brother, Keith Nation and 
his wife, Shannon, of Sapulpa; a sister, 
Serita Selman and her husband, Justin, 
of Stillwater; brother-in-law, Ken 
Pogue and his wife Karri, of Miami, 
Oklahoma; brother-in-law, Chris Pogue, 
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of Miami, Oklahoma; six nieces and 
three nephews; his extended family of 
the Alva FFA, other relatives and many 
friends.

Randy was preceded in death by his 
father-in-law, Jack, and mother-in-law, 
Karen Pogue, of Miami, Oklahoma.

Memorial contributions may be made 
through the funeral home to the Randy 
Nation Alva FFA Scholarship Fund.

Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.
com.

From Page 30 

Obits allowed to take a field trip in the spring 
Student Achievement and Upcoming 

Activities
Principal Pedersen recognized 

Carlee Graham as the Elementary 
Student Spotlight for the month. He 
pointed out that she is a good role model 
and an example to her classmates. She 
finishes her assignments, helps others 
and is a joy to have in class. Carlee is 
also active in 4-H and numerous other 
school activities. She also shows a goat 
named Curry. JH/HS Principal Gerrett 
Spears recognized Hailey McCullough 
for the High School Student Spotlight. 
Hailey is very involved in the academic 
team, robotics and numerous other 
school activities. Hailey is a 4.0 student 
and represents Burlington Public School 
very well. 

Rhonda Pinkston was recognized as 
the Staff Spotlight of the month. She has 
worked very hard to continue to improve 
the meals served in the cafeteria and 
worked hard to get the Child Nutrition 
audit completed. She interacts with 
about 98% of our students on a daily 
basis and recently invited a guest chef 
to cook for the students. Her hard work 
and longs hours are greatly appreciated 
by students and staff alike. 

Elementary Principal Stan Pedersen 
reported that the fifth and sixth grades 
had competed in their first track meet 
this spring. Numerous students did 
very well and among them was Newt 
Heatherman who placed first in the high 
jump and the 400 meter dash. The fifth 
and sixth graders will also be visiting 
the State Capitol on Monday, March 
27, which will be a first for all of those 
students. Numerous other activities and 
elementary trips are scheduled in the 
next few weeks which include: PreK 

From Page 26  Burlington
through 2nd grade is going to Leonardo’s 
on Friday, March 31; 6th grade is going 
to Stratic, the underground salt museum, 
in Hutchinson, KS on April 6; Book Fair 
in the Library--April 10-14; Athletic 
Fundraiser Dinner prior to the Spring 
Concert.

The Spring Concert on April 13. 
Many of the class will also be completing 
state testing. Two teachers are piloting 
classrooms for a new reading, math and 
dyslexia screening program through 
I-Station for the next few weeks, and 
next year STEAM will be added as 
part of all elementary students’ school 
days.  Spears reported that the high 
school boys and girls basketball teams 
were well-represented in both the Orient 
and Cherokee Strip Conference on the 
All-Conference, Honorable Mention,  
All Conference and Academic All-
Conference teams. 

FFA has been busy with stock 
shows this spring and have had great 
representation at all the spring stock 
shows. There was a 93% turn out at 
the spring parent-teacher conferences 
and the school will be hosting a Spring 
Enrollment Night on April 11 in the 
cafeteria from 3:30 to 6:30 pm. There 
will be food, enrollment and various 
other stations as well as the ability for 
high school students to choose their 
classes. I-Station is being used as a 
supplemental program for two history 
classes and the Oklahoma History 
students will be visiting the Oklahoma 
Bombing Memorial on April 4 which 
will be the first time for the students. 

Other upcoming events include the 
Athletic Banquet on Monday May 4, 
FFA Banquet on May 8th, Eighth Grade 
Graduation on May 9 and High School 
Graduation on May 11. 

See the Newsgram
before it’s printed!
Latest edition FREE at

www.AlvaReviewCourier.com
Click on the “Newsgram” tab

Newsprint End Rolls
30 cents/lb. at

Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.

Alva, OK

Great for packing,
covering tables,

drawing, etc.
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By Yvonne Miller
In January Paul Wanger, a math 

teacher at South Barber was charged 
with four counts of misdemeanor 
battery. March 17 at a bench trial in the 
Barber County Court, the charges were 
dropped. County Attorney Daniel Lynch 
filed a Journal Entry of Dismissal.

The case was dismissed with 
prejudice, which means a case is 
dismissed based on the merits of the 
claim and the plaintiff cannot refile the 
same claim again. Wanger appeared at 
the bench trial with his attorney Alan 
Goering. The proceedings reportedly 
lasted less than two hours.

Wanger returned to his high school 
math classroom at South Barber 
Monday, confirmed to the Newsgram by 
South Barber Superintendent Dr. Mylo 

Charges dropped, Wanger returns 
to South Barber classroom

Miller.
Miller confirmed the SB School 

Board USD255 met Wednesday, March 
22, in executive session to discuss 
dismissal of the charges against Wanger. 

The superintendent said that 
“because there is no investigation and 
charges were dismissed, it’s school 
policy that the teacher can return to the 
classroom.”

In the math teacher’s absence, Miller 
said they’ve used an internet-based math 
program called Kahn Academy. Retired 
math teacher Janet Elwood and substitute 
Jerry McNamar have helped teach math 
through Kahn Academy. Miller said, 
“Some students have accelerated in 
math with that, others have not.” 

The superintendent said they are 
considering hiring a math instructional 

coach. He and Steve Neal, who will 
be the new 7-12 Principal for the 
next school year, were interviewing a 
candidate Tuesday. 

“Hopefully this will help us get 
back on track – close any caps. We 
want to help from the district level to 
get our kids to do better in math. We 
want to promote positivity and the best 
education possible.” 

When asked if there were some 
parents who had an issue with their 
daughters returning to Wanger’s 
classroom the superintendent didn’t 
really confirm or deny. When Melissa 
Simpson’s Facebook comments were 
mentioned that expressed her concerns, 
Miller said, “Melissa Simpson has 
freedom of speech and a right to her own 
opinion.”

By Isabella O’Malley
Associated Press

Electricity generated from 
renewables surpassed coal in the United 
States for the first time in 2022, the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration 
announced Monday.

Renewables also surpassed nuclear 
generation in 2022 after first doing so 
last year.

Growth in wind and solar 
significantly drove the increase in 
renewable energy and contributed 14% 
of the electricity produced domestically 
in 2022. Hydropower contributed 6%, 
and biomass and geothermal sources 
generated less than 1%.

“I’m happy to see we’ve crossed 
that threshold, but that is only a step in 
what has to be a very rapid and much 
cheaper journey,” said Stephen Porder, 
a professor of ecology and assistant 
provost for sustainability at Brown 
University.

California produced 26% of the 
national utility-scale solar electricity 
followed by Texas with 16% and North 
Carolina with 8%.

The most wind generation occurred 
in Texas, which accounted for 26% of 
the U.S. total followed by Iowa (10%) 
and Oklahoma (9%).

“This booming growth is driven 

largely by economics,” said Gregory 
Wetstone, president and CEO of the 
American Council on Renewable Energy. 
“Over the past decade, the levelized cost 
of wind energy declined by 70 percent, 
while the levelized cost of solar power 
has declined by an even more impressive 
90 percent.”

“Renewable energy is now the most 
affordable source of new electricity in 
much of the country,” added Wetstone.

The Energy Information 
Administration projected that the wind 
share of the U.S. electricity generation 
mix will increase from 11% to 12% from 
2022 to 2023 and that solar will grow 
from 4% to 5% during the period. The 
natural gas share is expected to remain 
at 39% from 2022 to 2023, and coal is 
projected to decline from 20% last year 
to 17% this year.

“Wind and solar are going to be the 
backbone of the growth in renewables, 
but whether or not they can provide 100% 
of the U.S. electricity without backup is 
something that engineers are debating,” 
said Brown University’s Porder.

Many decisions lie ahead, he said, as 
the proportion of renewables that supply 
the energy grid increases.

This presents challenges for 
engineers and policy-makers, Porder 
said, because existing energy grids 

were built to deliver power from a 
consistent source. Renewables such 
as solar and wind generate power 
intermittently. So battery storage, 
long-distance transmission and other 
steps will be needed to help address 
these challenges, he said.

The EIA report found the country 
remains heavily reliant on the burning 
of climate-changing fossil fuels. Coal-
fired generation was 20% of the electric 
sector in 2022, a decline from 23% 
in 2021. Natural gas was the largest 
source of electricity in the U.S. in 2022, 
generating 39% last year compared to 
37% in 2021.

“When you look at the data, 
natural gas has been a major driver for 
lowering greenhouse gas emissions 
from electricity because it’s been largely 
replacing coal-fired power plants,” said 
Melissa Lott, director of research for 
the Center on Global Energy Policy at 
Columbia University.

“Moving forward, you can’t have 
emissions continuing to go up, you need 
to bring them down quickly,” added Lott.

The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) 
influenced the amount of renewable 
energy projects that went online in 2022, 
Lott said, and it’s expected to have a 
“tremendous” impact on accelerating 
clean energy projects.

U.S. renewable electricity surpassed coal in 2022
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By Jonathan Mattise
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — The 

shooter who killed three students and 
three staff members at a Christian 
school in Nashville legally bought seven 
weapons in recent years and hid the guns 
from their parents before carrying out 
the attack by firing indiscriminately at 
victims and spraying gunfire through 
doors and windows, police said Tuesday.

The violence Monday at The 
Covenant School was the latest school 
shooting to roil the nation and was 
planned carefully. The shooter had drawn 
a detailed map of the school, including 
potential entry points, and conducted 
surveillance of the building before 
carrying out the massacre, authorities 
said.

The suspect, Audrey Hale, 28, was a 
former student at the school. Hale did not 
target specific victims — among them 
three 9-year-olds and the head of the 
school — but did target “this school, this 
church building,” police spokesperson 
Don Aaron said at a news conference 
Tuesday.

Hale was under a doctor’s care for an 
undisclosed emotional disorder and was 
not known to police before the attack, 
Metropolitan Nashville Police Chief 
John Drake said at the news conference.

If police had been told that Hale was 
suicidal or homicidal, “then we would 
have tried to get those weapons,” Drake 
said. “But as it stands, we had absolutely 
no idea who this person was or if (Hale) 
even existed.”

Tennessee does not currently have a 
“red flag” law, which lets police step in 
and take firearms away from people who 
threaten to kill.

Hale legally bought seven firearms 
from five local gun stores, Drake said. 
Three of them were used in Monday’s 
shooting.

Hale’s parents believed their child 
had sold one gun and did not own any 
others, Drake said, adding that Hale “had 
been hiding several weapons within the 
house.”

Hale’s motive is unknown, Drake 
said. In an interview with NBC News 
on Monday, Drake said investigators 
don’t know what drove Hale but believe 
the shooter had “some resentment for 

having to go to that school.”
Drake, at Tuesday’s news conference, 

described “several different writings by 
Hale” that mention other locations and 
The Covenant School.

Asked at a Senate hearing whether 
the Justice Department would open an 
investigation into whether the shooting 
was a hate crime targeting Christians, 
U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland 
said federal officials were working with 
local police to identify a motive.

Police have released videos of the 
shooting, including edited surveillance 
footage that shows the shooter’s car 
driving up to the school, glass doors 
being shot out and the shooter ducking 
through one of them.

Additional video, from Officer Rex 
Engelbert’s bodycam, shows a woman 
meeting police outside as they arrive and 
telling them that all the children were 
locked down, “but we have two kids that 
we don’t know where they are.”

The woman then directs officers to 
Fellowship Hall and says people inside 
had just heard gunshots. Three officers, 
including Engelbert, search rooms one 
by one, holding rifles and announcing 
themselves as police.

The video shows officers climbing 
stairs to the second floor and entering 
a lobby area, followed by a barrage of 
gunfire and an officer yelling twice: “Get 
your hands away from the gun.” Then 
the shooter is shown motionless on the 
floor.

Police identified Engelbert, a four-
year member of the force, and Michael 
Collazo, a nine-year member, as the 
officers who fatally shot Hale.

Aaron said there were no police 
present or assigned to the school at 
the time of the shooting because it is a 
church-run school.

Police response times to school 
shootings have come under greater 
scrutiny after the attack in Uvalde, Texas, 
in which 70 minutes passed before law 
enforcement stormed the classroom. In 
Nashville, police have said 14 minutes 
passed from the initial call to when the 
suspect was killed, but they have not 
said how long it took them to arrive.

Surveillance video shows a time 
stamp of just before 10:11 a.m., when 

the attacker shot out the doors. Police 
said they got the call about a shooter at 
10:13 a.m. The edited bodycam footage 
didn’t include time stamps. A police 
spokesperson didn’t respond to an email 
Tuesday asking when they arrived.

During the news conference, Drake 
did not answer a question directly about 
how many minutes it took police to 
arrive. At about 10:24 a.m., 11 minutes 
after the call was received, officers 
engaged the suspect, he said.

“There were police cars that had 
been hit by gunfire. As officers were 
approaching the building, there was 
gunfire going off,” Drake said.

“We feel, our response right now, 
from what I’ve seen, I don’t have a 
particular problem with it. But we always 
want to get better. We always want to get 
there in two or three minutes,” he said, 
adding that traffic was “locked down” at 
the time.

Traffic was indeed stopped along a 
nearby two-lane road with a turning lane 
as police tried to weave their way to the 
school.

Police have given unclear information 
on Hale’s gender. For hours Monday, 
police identified the shooter as a woman. 
Later in the day, the police chief said 
Hale was transgender. After the news 
conference, Aaron declined to elaborate 
on how Hale identified.

In an email Tuesday, police 
spokesperson Kristin Mumford said 
Hale “was assigned female at birth. Hale 
did use male pronouns on a social media 
profile.” Later Tuesday, at the news 
conference, Drake referred to Hale with 
female pronouns.

Authorities identified the dead 
children as Evelyn Dieckhaus, Hallie 
Scruggs and William Kinney. The 
adults were Cynthia Peak, 61, Katherine 
Koonce, 60, and Mike Hill, 61.

The website of The Covenant School, 
a Presbyterian school founded in 2001, 
lists a Katherine Koonce as the head of 
the school. Her LinkedIn profile says she 
has led the school since July 2016. Peak 
was a substitute teacher, and Hill was a 
custodian, according to investigators.

Koonce was remembered as someone 

Police: Nashville shooter fired 
indiscriminately at victims

 See Shooter Page 38
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From Page 35 Shooter
who would run toward danger, not away 
from it.

“I guarantee you if there were kids 
missing (during the shooting), Katherine 
was looking for them,” friend Jackie 
Bailey said. “And that’s probably how 
she got in the way — just trying to do 
something for somebody else. She 
would give up her own life in order to 
save somebody else’s.”

Founded as a ministry of Covenant 
Presbyterian Church, the school is in 
the affluent Green Hills neighborhood 
just south of downtown Nashville. It 
has about 200 students from preschool 

through sixth grade and roughly 50 staff 
members.

President Joe Biden said he had 
spoken to the police chief, mayor and 
senators in Tennessee. He pleaded 
with Congress to pass stronger gun 
safety laws, including a ban on “assault 
weapons.”

“The Congress has to act,” Biden 
said. “The majority of the American 
people think having assault weapons is 
bizarre, it’s a crazy idea. They’re against 
that.”

Before Monday’s violence in 
Nashville, there had been seven mass 

killings at K-12 schools since 2006 in 
which four or more people were killed 
within a 24-hour period, according to a 
database maintained by The Associated 
Press and USA Today in partnership 
with Northeastern University. In all of 
them, the shooters were males.

The database does not include school 
shootings in which fewer than four 
people were killed, which have become 
far more common in recent years. Just 
last week alone, for example, school 
shootings happened in Denver and the 
Dallas area within two days of each 
other.

By Christopher Weber and Sam 
Metz

PARK CITY, Utah (AP) — Skiers 
have likely noticed signs at mountain 
resorts across the country saying, “Know 
the code.” They refer to universal rules 
of conduct that apply to people who 
partake in inherently risky snow sports 
that involve navigating down crowded 
slopes, often at high speeds.

But whether they actually understand 
the code is another question. For 
those unfamiliar with skiing and 
snowboarding, it’s likely something 
they’ve never heard of.

That’s all changing as actor Gwyneth 
Paltrow’s highly publicized ski collision 
trial is live-streamed from the courtroom. 
The actor-turned-lifestyle-influencer 
was accused of crashing into a fellow 
skier during a 2016 family trip to the 
upscale, skiers-only Deer Valley Resort 
in Utah. The celebrity trial is on day six 
and expected to conclude Thursday.

For a week, the trial has shone 
a spotlight on the unspoken rules 
that govern behavior on the slopes. 
Testimony has repeatedly touched on 
skier’s etiquette — especially sharing 
contact information after a collision, and 
ski turn radiuses — in the most high-
profile ski collision trial in recent history.

There are about 100 code-related 
lawsuits playing out now outside the 

spotlight, but most cases are settled 
before going to trial.

Throughout Paltrow’s trial, the word 
“uphill” has emerged as synonymous 
with “guilty,” as attorneys have focused 
on one of the code’s main tenets: The 
skier who is downhill or ahead on a slope 
has the right of way. “You must avoid 
them,” the code instructs uphill skiers.

Rather than focus solely on the 
question of who hit who, attorneys for 
both sides have questioned nearly every 
witness — from Paltrow’s private ski 
instructors to doctors for the man suing 
Paltrow — about who was downhill at 
the time of the collision.

After initially suing Paltrow for 
$3.1 million, retired optometrist Terry 
Sanderson is now suing for at least 
$300,000 in damages. Paltrow has 
countersued for $1 and attorney fees, 
claiming Sanderson ran into her.

The question has become a focal 
point of the trial, as both sides call 
legions of family members, friends and 
doctors to testify in Park City — the 
posh Rocky Mountain resort town that 
draws a throng of celebrities each year 
for the Sundance Film Festival.

In the courtroom, attorneys have 
used the term “downhill” hundreds of 
times each day to try to persuade the 
jury that the opposing side represents the 
skier who was uphill and to blame.

Paltrow’s legal team has invested 
heavily in convincing the jury that she 
was downhill when the crash happened, 
even commissioning artists to render 
their client’s version of events with 
multiple, advanced animations.

Because no video footage of the 
collision was included as evidence, 
the recollections of a ski buddy of 
Sanderson’s who claimed last week to 
be the collision’s sole eyewitness has 
become a sticking point for Paltrow’s 
team.

Over objections from Sanderson’s 
attorneys, the court has allowed 
Paltrow’s team to play three of the 
seven high-resolution animations on a 
projector positioned between witnesses 
and the jury box — showing the eyeball-
like prunes of Deer Valley’s aspen trees, 
the ski coats of Paltrow’s children and 
groomed snow on Bandana, the beginner 
run where Sanderson and Paltrow 
crashed.

Irving Scher, a biomechanical 
engineer hired by Paltrow’s defense 
team, used a dry-erase marker to draw 
stick figures and line graphs, and to jot 
down equations for force and torque to 
argue that science supported Paltrow’s 
claim that she was downhill when the 
collision began.

Who was uphill? Gwyneth Paltrow 
trial spotlights skier code

 See Skier Page 40
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“Ms. Paltrow’s version of events is 
consistent with the laws of physics and 
how people move and rotate,” Scher 
testified Tuesday.

In an equally theatrical display last 
week, Sanderson’s lawyers tried to rope 
Paltrow into a reenactment of events to 
poke holes in her claim that Sanderson 
ran into her from behind — yet ended 
up on top when the two plummeted to 
the ground. Her attorneys objected to the 
actor’s participation in the reenactment 
and the judge put the kibosh on that.

While there are minor differences in 
state laws when it comes down to finding 
fault, “in court it becomes a question of 
who was the uphill skier,” said Denver 
attorney Jim Chalat, who has litigated 
cases in Utah as well. His firm, Chalat 
Hatten & Banker, has 20 active collision 
cases in Colorado alone.

“It’s the uphill skier who is almost 
always in a position to cause the crash,” 
Chalat said Monday. “If you’re skiing too 
fast for your own ability and you can’t 
carve out a turn, and you hit someone, 
you’re going to be in trouble.”

Still, crashes between skiers are 
rare. The majority of incidents resulting 
in injuries or death occur when skiers 
or snowboarders slam into stationary 
objects, usually trees. Collisions 
involving people represent only about 
5% of skier injuries, Chalat said.

During the 2021-2022 season, 
there were two reported fatalities as a 
result of collisions between two skiers, 
according to the National Ski Areas 
Association, who developed the first 
Skier Responsibility Code in 1962.

Experts at the Paltrow trial have 
called the code “rules of the road” and 
argued it’s ubiquitous, with similar 
etiquette in Canada, Australia and parts 
of Europe.

Even though serious crashes are 
uncommon, the snow sports industry 
has prioritized collision awareness 
in its safety programming. The 
responsibility code was recently 
updated to urge skiers involved in a 
collision to share contact information 
with each other and a ski area 
employee.

Last week, Paltrow was grilled 
by Sanderson’s attorneys for leaving 
the collision without first exchanging 
information with Sanderson. She said 
she made sure one of the family’s ski 
instructors handled that for her.

The majority of ski collision cases 
are typically settled before going 
to trial, and very often the payouts 
are covered by one’s homeowners 
insurance, said Los Angeles attorney 
John Morgan of the firm Morgan & 
Morgan.

Very few cases target the ski resorts 
where crashes occurred because of 
the inherent dangers that come with 
skiing and snowboarding, Morgan 
said. The mountain where the Paltrow-
Sanderson collision happened, Deer 
Valley, was removed from the lawsuit 
in part because skiers absolve resorts 
of responsibility by agreeing to a set 
of rules on the back of every lift ticket.

“It’s like going to a baseball game 
and you get hit in the head by a foul ball. 
You know by sitting there that there’s 
some risk of that happening,” he said.

From Page 38 Skier

By Ken Maguire
AP Sports Writer

They’re refining skills of young 
prospects at the NBA Academy in Africa. 
The vocabulary, too.

“There is a word that really we 
don’t like, which is ‘raw,’” said Franck 
Traore, head of basketball operations 
for NBA Africa. “When you have an 
African player going to the U.S., they 
say ‘raw.’”

Several academy prospects are 
playing in the new season of the 
Basketball Africa League, hoping to gain 
valuable experience in a professional 
setting and show that their game is more 
polished than many think.

Now in its third season, the league 
was created by the NBA in partnership 
with FIBA to help grow the sport in 
Africa. It’s a three-month, Champions 
League-style competition for African 
club teams.

They added a twist last season with 
each of the 12 teams being assigned an 
academy prospect — called the “BAL 
Elevate” program that’s in place this 

campaign, too.
The young players have to earn 

minutes on rosters full of veterans. 
It’s another opportunity — along with 
various tournaments that the NBA 
Academy shuttles the kids to around 
the world — for the prospects prove 
themselves.

Academy alum Babacar Sane played 
in the BAL and other events last year and 
jumped to the G League Ignite, where the 
6-foot-6 Senegalese player is in the first 
season of a two-year contract. Thierry 
Darlan, a 6-foot-7 point guard from the 
Central African Republic, is expected to 
do the same.

Sane and Darlan — both considered 
future NBA draft picks — are helping 
change the profile of African recruits.

“It’s not a hurtful word or anything,” 
Traore said of the “raw” tag. “But we’re 
trying to develop programs so when an 
African player developed here on the 
continent gets to the U.S. or anywhere 
else in the world they have the skillset 
— the same or even better than what we 
have in the U.S. We’re getting to that 

point at this moment.”
Game Change?

At 6-foot-3, Joy Ighovodja isn’t 
the typical recruit out of Africa. The 
18-year-old Nigerian will be playing 
next season at Oral Roberts, which lost 
to Duke in the first round of the NCAA 
Tournament.

“I’ve not really seen point guards 
coming out of Nigeria,” said Ighovodja, 
whose 6-foot-10 wingspan intrigued 
scouts last summer at the NBA Academy 
Games in Atlanta.

“The normal thing people think is 
Nigeria, Africa as a whole, we’re good 
on defense, run the floor,” he said. “The 
mentality is they have these big strong 
guys that get rebounds and play in the 
paint — not point guards.”

Ighovodja, who is playing with the 
Abidjan team for the BAL season, is 
a lefty who started playing basketball 
four years ago, initially as a shooting 
guard. Coaches like him as a point 
guard, he said, “to create opportunities 
for myself and my teammates” with his 
speed, athleticism and ball-handling.

Prospects get chance to shine in Basketball Africa League
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Alfalfa County court filingsBarber County 
court filings

Criminal Filings
Richard E. Davis has been charged 

with aggravated battery.
Limited Civil Filings

The David L. Cline and Amber A. 
Cline Living Trust vs. Keri Thompson: 
forcible detainer.

Medicine Lodge Memorial Hospital 
vs. Aaieyah Finch: debt collection.

Traffic Citations
William J. Israel has been cited 

for driving while license canceled/
suspended/revoked.  

Holly McClellan has been cited for 
failure to stop at an accident.

Don Nick Chewek has been cited 
cited for maximum speed limits. 

Ty Yarbrough Cranmer has been 
cited for maximum speed limits. 

Shane David Sturgeon has been cited 
for maximum speed limits. 

James Robert Packard has been cited 
for maximum speed limits. 

Gregor R. Reno has been cited for 
maximum speed limits.

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following individuals 
have been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court of law. 
All information is a matter of public 
record and may be obtained by anyone 
during regular hours at the Alfalfa 
County Courthouse. The Newsgram 
will not intentionally alter or delete any 
of this information. If it appears in the 
courthouse public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper.

Marriage License Filings
Patrick Deon Weekly, Helena, and 

Aimee Marie Shafer, Tulsa: marriage 
license ($50).

Divorce Filings
Jessica Nicole Schuermann, Helena, 

vs. Bradley Dee Schuermann: divorce 
($262.14).

Paternity Proceedings
Kaleb G. Wilber vs. Katie B. Duncan: 

paternity (with child support and/or 
custody) PKK ($262.14).

Traffic Citations
Logan Dewight Haltom, Waynoka, 

has been cited for transporting an open 
container ($374).

Lane Thomas Inman, Waynoka, 
has been cited for transporting an open 
container – alcohol ($374).

Robert Scott Ford, Blackwell, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limits ($100).

Mary Ashley Kurtz, Stratford, Texas, 
has been cited for speeding 15 mph over 
the speed limit ($264).

Kimberly Sue Ramirez, Ponca City, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limits ($100).

Artemio Vega Ordaz, Seminole, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limits ($100).

The following individuals were 
cited with not wearing seatbelt ($20): 
Tanner Rex Newell, Greensburg, KS; 
Logan Dwight Haltom, Waynoka; Lane 
Thomas Inman, Waynoka.

Action Ad
deadlines:

Noon on Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday.

Alva
Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.

Alva, OK
580-327-2200

Credit Cards Accepted

Check our Photo Gallery
www.AlvaReviewCourier.com

for photos not published.
Click on “More Photos”

in the menu bar
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Custom Haying

Swathing, raking, baling 
& hauling. 620-409-
0424

Employment
Help Wanted

Full-Time. M-F. 7:30-5. 40 
+ Hours. Must have valid 
driver’s license. Must be a 
non-smoker & no vaping. 
ust have some knowledge 
w/ tools. Wages based 
upon experience. Will 
train. 580-327-2374 or 
pick-up application at 132 
E Okla Blvd

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

417 13th St. Sat, 8am-1pm. 
JD Riding Lawn Mower, 2 
room tent, sleeping bags, 
camping equip, Star Trek, 
xmas ornaments, yard tools, 
bar stools

Real Estate
914 Flynn

1 & 2 bdrm apts now 
available. Rent includes 
a substantial utility 
allowance. 580-327-2554

For Sa le  or Rent
House  in  Alva .  C lose 
to  co l l ege .  2bdrm, 
2b th .  580-327-7060 . 
No  pe t s !

House 4 Sale
2 story. 4 bdr, attached grg. 
Fully furnished. Needs 
work. Goltry, OK. 7,800 
obo. Call 4 app 580-747-
4531

House for Sale
2009 Clayton Modular Home. 
3bdr, 2bth. 311 N 5th, Kiowa, 
KS. Can be moved. 620-213-
2387
@AAHEAD = Thinking of 
Moving?

@TEXT = Think Hi-Lo 
Apts. 1bdrm & 2bdrm. All 
bills paid including basic
  cable. No pets. No 
smoking. Call 580-327-
0609 or 580-748-0157. 
Please
  leave message if 
unavailable

See the Newsgram free at
www.AlvaReviewCourier.com
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 See Sheriff Page 45

Alfalfa County
Sheriff’s Office 
Logs

Tuesday, March 21, 2023
During this day were four 

traffic stops and one controlled 
burn.

12:09 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a male with abnormal EKG. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital. 

7:52 p.m. – Report of kids 
breaking into a house in Aline. 
Advised they had done it before 
and had gotten in trouble once. 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023

During this day were three 
traffic stops.

10:22 a.m. – Welfare check 
needed on Custer Road. 

10:38 a.m. – Caller advised 
someone had hit a deer on OK-8 
and it was still alive in the ditch.

3:11 p.m. – Report of a fire 
at Blaine Road and County 
Road 520.

4:11 p.m. – Report of a 
duress alarm at 7th Street and 
Grand. All was okay.

9:43 p.m. – Medic needed on 
Grand. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

Thursday, March 23, 2023
During this day were three 

traffic stops and one controlled 
burn.

10:51 a.m. – Medic needed 
in the 600 block of Grand for a 
16-year-old boy who had been 
bitten on the head by a dog and 
is bleeding. She advised two 
dogs were fighting and the boy 
got bitten. The dog was put in 
quarantine. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital.

12:15 p.m. – Report of a 

reckless driver on US-64.
3:49 p.m. – Report of a 

minor accident on 5th Street 
and Ohio.

4:07 p.m. – Report of a 
possible intoxicated driver on 
Grand. Officer unable to locate 
the vehicle.

9:30 p.m. – Report of a 
suspicious person at the state 
park. Advised someone banged 
on the park managers door 
cabin.

Friday, March 24, 2023
During this day were one 

controlled burn and one report 
of cattle out.

6:21 p.m. – Medic needed 
in the 600 block of Grand for 
a person who was sleeping in 
their truck and is now dazed 
and confused. Medic took the 
patient to Bass Hospital in Enid.

8:15 p.m. – Medic needed in 
the 100 block of Pioneer for a 
male with high blood pressure 
and severe pain. Medic took 
the patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

Saturday, March 25, 2023
During this day were two 

traffic stops and three controlled 
burns.

9:50 a.m. – Medic needed on 
County Road 640 for a female 
having head pains and blood 
pressure problems. Medic took 
the patient to Bass Hospital in 
Enid.

1:18 p.m. – Report of a 
grass fire on County Road 720 
and Coal Road.

5:34 p.m. – Woods County 
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From Page 44 Sheriff
advised of a fire on Adair Road 
and County Road 480.

7:14 p.m. – Medic needed 
in the 200 block of 2nd Street 
for a female having severe 
back and stomach pain. Medic 
took the patient to St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Enid.

Sunday, March 26, 2023
During this day were two 

traffic stops and four controlled 
burns.

6:41 a.m. – Medic needed in 
the 600 block of 5th Street for 
a male who wasn’t feeling well 
with an elevated heart beat. 
Medic took the patient to Bass 
Hospital in Enid.

8:47 p.m. – Report of a fire 
on OK-58 and Cotton Road.

Barber County real 
estate transactions

Real Estate Transfers
Book 148 page 320: 

Rusty Allen Romine conveys 
unto Kaylah Ann Basoco and 
Alexander James Basoco. 
Lots 8–10 in Block 2, and the 
south half of Lot 3, and all of 
lots 4 and 5 in Block 1. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 148 page 323: 
Steven Michel and Pamela 
Michel convey unto Dale 
Allen Miller and Deah Jean 
Miller. Or their successors 
in the trust of Dale and Deah 
Miller Family Trust. The 
west half of the northwest 
quarter of section 17 and 
the north half and the north 
half of the southwest quarter 
and the southeast quarter of 
Section 18, Township 34 
South, Range 11 West of the 
6th PM. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 329: Lyna 
Schiller conveys unto Bucks 
and Bourbon LLC. The 
northeast quarter of Section 
16, Township 34 South of 
Range 9 West. Of the 6th 
PM, in Harper County, 
Kansas. Quit claim deed.

Book 148 page 332: 

Curtis T. Collins and 
Stephanie D. Collins convey 
unto Bucks and Bourbon 
LLC. The northeast quarter 
of Section 16, Township 34 
South of Range 9 West of 
the 6th PM, Harper County, 
Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 334: 
Jonathan W. Hopkins and 
Lorin E. Hopkins convey 
unto Bucks and Bourbon 
LLC. The northeast quarter 
of Section 16, Township 34 
South of Range 9 West of 
the 6th PM, Harper County, 
Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 336: 
Clinton Wade Hargrave and 
Cindy B. Hargrave convey 
unto Bucks and Bourbon 
LLC. The northeast quarter 
of Section 16, Township 34 
South of Range 9 West of 
the 6th PM, Harper County, 
Kansas. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 339: Red 
Hills Property LLC conveys 
unto ICT Realty LLC. A 
tract of land commencing in 
the southwest corner of lot 
11, Central Avenue West, in 

 See Barber Page 46
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Community 
Calendar

From Page 45 Barber
Stolp’s Addition to the City of Medicine 
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas. Warranty 
deed.

Book 148 page 340: Jason C. Larkin 
and Tricia Larkin convey unto Chisum 
Oil and Gas LLC. Lots 1, 3 and 5 on 
the north side of Fremont Avenue, in 
Friedley’s Revised Addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge. Quit claim deed.

Book 148 page 341: Leonard James 
Wordelman and Kristi Kay Mausolf 
Wordelman convey unto Gary Wayne 
Gann. All of lots 9 and 10. And the west 
15 feet of Lot 11 in Block 47, Original 
Township of the City of Hardtner, Barber 
County, Kansas. Quit claim deed.

Book 148 page 343: Rusty W. Burton 
and Tonya L. Burton convey unto 
Jennifer R. Burton. The west 140 feet of 
the north half of Lot 6, on the east side 
of Spring Street in Friedley’s Revised 
Addition to the City of Medicine Lodge. 
Quit claim deed.

Book 148 page 344: Steve K. Miller 
conveys unto SKM Ag Land LLC. 
Southeast quarter of the Northwest 
quarter of section 25-T32S-R12W of the 
6th PM, etc. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 346: Steve K. Miller 
conveys unto SKM Ag Land LLC. 
Southeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 25-T32S-R12W of the 
6th PM. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 348: Steve K. Miller 
conveys unto SKM Ag Land LLC. All of 
north half of section 14-T34S-R11W of 
the 6th PM, etc. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 350: Steve K. Miller 
conveys unto SKM Ag Land LLC. West 
half southwest quarter and the northwest 
quarter and the west half northeast 
quarter of section 31-T34S-R11W of the 
6th PM. Warranty deed.

Book 148 page 352: Dustin J. Hern 
and Melissa J. Hern convey unto Levi 
Thomas Poindexter and Janna Elizabeth 
Poindexter. Lots 3 and 4 in Block 2, in 
Henton’s Addition to the City of Sharon, 
Barber County, Kansas. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Mortgages
Book 249 page 422: ICT Realty 

LLC to Emprise Bank. Tract of land 
commencing in the southwest quarter 
of lot 11, Central Avenue West, in 
the Stolp’s Addition to the City of 
Medicine Lodge, Barber County, 
Kansas. Note: $93,500.00.

Book 249 page 436: Marty Gene 
Leibham and Ashley Marie Leibham 
to Meritrust Federal Credit Union. 
Lots 1 and 2 in. The Nuckoll’s 
Subdivision of a part of Hartzell’s 
Addition to the City of Medicine 
Lodge. Note: $50,000.00.

Book 249 page 450: Rolland 
J. Lytle and Madelyn S. Lytle to 
Denison State Bank. The northeast 
quarter of the southwest quarter 
and the south half of the southwest 
quarter and the southeast quarter of 
Section 12 and the north half of the 
north half of Section 13, and all of 
that part of the southwest quarter of 
Section 1 lying south and east of the 
County Blacktop Road commonly 
known as the Gyp Hills Road, all in 
township 33 south, Range 13 west of 
the 6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. 
Note: $720,000.00.

Book 249 page 459: Levi Thomas 
Poindexter and Janna Elizabeth 
Poindexter to Guaranteed Rate Affinity 
LLC. Lots 3 and 4 in Block 2, in Henton’s 
Addition to the City of Sharon, Barber 
County, Kansas. Note: $112,500.00.

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, 
has in person dining and delivery for 
homebound seniors. Please call 327-
1822 until noon the day before to order.

Noon Alva Rotary Club will meet at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 
Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution is every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting is at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip 

Museum in Alva is open every day 
except Monday.

Need an ad? Call us at
580-327-2200

or email:
sales@alvareviewcourier.net
stacy@alvareviewcourier.net
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Do your treasures need a new home?

List them in the
Action Ads!

Garage Sales,
Yard Sales,
Estate Sales
or Individual Items

The Newsgram covers
homes in three counties.
Newsgram Action Ad deadline
is noon Tuesday.Newsgram

620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK
580-327-2200 or manager@alvareviewcourier.net
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