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Aline-Cleo Students of the Month for HUMILITY at the elementary school are 
(back row, from left) Jake Irvin, Kassie Irvin, Wyatt West, Isaac Ramirez; (front 
row) Paige Springer, Lakyn Raunch, Harleigh Murray. 

Jack McCoy, Timberlake High 
School freshman, has been named a 
winner in the 2019 OWP Write to Win 
Contest. His entry, “The Final Shot,” 
won in the category of flash fiction for 
his entry. 

Flash fiction, also called “sudden 
fiction,” packs a punch with a small 
amount of text. A complete story 
includes the traditional elements of 
setting, characterization and conflict, 
end with a bang or a twist and is limited 
to 100 words. 

Jack and his English teacher, 
Laurie Merrill Gwinn, are invited to 
an OWP Spring Celebration & Writing 
Conference and his writing will be 
published in the 2019 OWP Anthology 
of Winning Writing and on the OWP 
website. 

Timberlake junior Jack McCoy and English teacher Laurie Merrill Gwinn.

Timberlake student named 
winner in writing contest
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By Marione Martin
This column begins with a health 

reminder that hits close to home. Flu 
seems to be on the 
increase in the area. 
Our newspaper 
office has had three 
employees out with 
flu in the last week. 

It’s not too late 
to get a flu shot if 
you haven’t done 
so. While it takes 
two weeks for 
the immunization 
to reach peak 

effectiveness, it can lessen the symptoms 
if you do get the flu. 

If you have the flu and decide to drag 
yourself out to run errands or get some 
work done, please don’t. The advice I’m 
hearing from doctors is to stay home for 
five days after you experience chills or 
fever. During that first five days, you’re 
likely to spread the flu to others.

The Oklahoma Health Department 
posts flu statistics every Thursday. From 
Feb. 6-12, Oklahoma had 175 people 
hospitalized due to flu. Hospitalizations 
since September total 732.

Tips to avoid the flu include getting a 
flu shot, washing hands, covering coughs 
and sneezes, avoiding close contact 
with people who are sick and staying 
home when you are sick. Personally, I 
would suggest you take steps to boost 
your general immunity. These include 
eating healthy foods and getting plenty 

of sleep. Many people take supplements 
that promise to boost immunity. 

Hospital Case Managers
Until my husband Lynn was 

hospitalized, I’d never heard of hospital 
case managers. I’ve really come to 
appreciate this service. At Share Medical 
Center, this role is filled by Ashley 
Ferguson. When we went to Mercy 
Hospital in Oklahoma City, Lynn was 
assigned a case manager and a substitute 
for when she was out of the office.

My first experience came at Share 
when Ashley called to explain they 
were moving Lynn from acute care to 
swing bed last October. She explained 
the difference between the two levels 
and verified our insurance provider 
coverage. She coordinated reports from 
Lynn’s healthcare team (therapists, 
nurses, doctor) to track his progress. 
When Lynn was ready to be released, 
she contacted me and also provided 
information about home health care and 
other outpatient services.

The Mercy case manager did not 
communicate directly with me as much. 
Luckily, she went by Lynn’s hospital 
room while our daughter was present. 
Marisa gathered and passed on her 
contact information and asked a lot of 
questions. We called her several times in 
making arrangements for Lynn’s transfer 
from Mercy (acute care) to swing bed at 
Share Medical in Alva. The Share swing 
bed program didn’t show up in her 
database because it is new, but I knew 
about it from previous experience.

Marisa also contacted Ashley to 
verify that swing bed qualified as skilled 
nursing and later to make sure the 
transfer paperwork was received.

During Lynn’s current 
hospitalization, I’ve been present 
during a couple of weekly conferences 
in his room conducted by Ashley. She’s 
gathered members of his healthcare team 
to report on his status, discuss goals and 
answer questions. If she doesn’t have 
information readily available, Ashley is 
always willing to research answers.

We’ve found that case managers, 
who are employed by the hospital, are 
excellent advocates for meeting the 
needs of patients and their families.

Update on Lynn
Since his emergency trip to Mercy 

for a blood clot in his lung, Lynn has 
spent about four weeks in a hospital. The 

last three weeks have been in Alva. At 
first, we talked about getting a PET scan 
scheduled to determine future treatment.

Lynn was eager to get back home, 
but he wasn’t strong enough. Then his 
doctor told me Lynn really needed to 
have 24-hour care. 

Since I have to work, frequently at 
night, Lynn was home alone for periods 
of up to four hours. He was falling more 
frequently and unable to pull himself 
up. We feared he might fall and incur a 
serious injury. Other health issues added 
to the need for care.

I had discussions with our daughter, 
discussions with the doctor and 
discussions with Ashley who did some 
research on options. The best solution 
appears to be nursing home care. 

It’s a difficult decision to place a 
loved one in a nursing home. It certainly 
required a lot of tears, information 
gathering and prayers. I explained 
to Lynn the need for 24-hour care he 
couldn’t get at home. I told him it would 
also help me. I wouldn’t have to worry 
that I’d come home to find him on the 
floor, perhaps bleeding or unconscious. 
It would relieve some stress on me as I 
wouldn’t need to  keep up with his meds, 
feed him through the stomach tube and 
otherwise care for him.

Once he realized why he couldn’t 
go home and understood how it would 
help me, Lynn was fully on board. 
We’re now making plans for a move this 
week. A room is being prepared at Share 
Convalescent Home.

There have been more discussions 
about continuing chemotherapy. For 
some time, I’ve worried about the 
compromises to Lynn’s health, his mental 
state and his ever-present fatigue. We’ve 
decided his body is not strong enough to 
continue with chemo. Because of this, 
there’s no need to do another PET scan.

Despite Lynn’s diagnosis last July of 
stage IV esophageal cancer, we’ve tried 
to remain positive. We knew from the 
beginning that statistically his chances 
for recovery were slim. Lynn has shown 
a lot of courage and amazing stamina 
in this fight against cancer, but it’s time 
now to rest. 

We appreciate all your prayers, notes, 
cards and visits. Lynn received flowers, 
balloons and a teddy bear on Valentine’s 
Day. Our prayers are now for his comfort 
and freedom from pain.

Flu cases seem to be increasing
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Obituaries
KIMBERLY DANIELS 

Memorial services will be Saturday, 
March 2, 2019, at 10 a.m. at Hopeton 
Wesleyan Church with Reverend 
M.L. Hadsell officiating. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.com.

Kimberly Ann 
was born in Alva, 
Oklahoma, on 
February 22, 1960, 
to Shirley (Haltom) 
and John Murray. 
She passed away on 
February 16, 2019, at 
her home in Hopeton, 
at the age of 58 years, 

11 months and 25 days. 
Kim attended the Alva school system 

graduating with the class of 1978. She 
attended Northwestern State University 
and received a bachelor’s degree in 
teaching. 

On December 16, 1978, she married 
Roy Lee Daniels at the Alva Nazarene 
Church. After their marriage they made 
their home in Hopeton, Oklahoma, and 
to this marriage a son Levi John was 
born. 

Kimberly taught school at Helena-
Goltry School System for 1 year. She 
helped out on the farm for about three 
years. In 1985 she went to work at 
Hopeton State Bank as a bank teller 
where she remained for 32 ½ years 
retiring on August 30, 2017. 

She was always working outside 
around the yard, arranging lawn 
ornaments, and in her garden. She loved 
hunting and fishing with her husband 
Roy. 

Kim was member of the Western 
Bells out of Cherokee and the Hopeton 
Wesleyan Church. She was an active 

singer in the praise and worship team for 
the church for many years. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents and grandparents. 

Kim is survived by her husband Roy 
Lee of the home, their son Levi and 
Brina, a granddaughter Emilia all of 
Little Rock, Arkansas; an aunt, Marcile 
Lancaster; and cousins, Austin Quinn of 
Shawnee, Lelan and Teresa Lancaster of 
Dodge City, Kansas and Lynn Lancaster 
of San Diego, California; a number of 
nieces, nephews and other relatives and 
friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made in her memory to Stephenson 
Cancer Center.

BETTY JANE (BLISS) 
HOFFMAN

Betty Jane (Bliss) Hoffman, 91, 
passed away Thursday, February 14, 
2019, in Alva, Oklahoma. She was 
born February 27, 1927, the youngest 
child of Charles Malcolm and Iva 
Willard (Henricks) Bliss. She walked 
or rode horseback to attend Mound 
Ridge School, which was northeast of 
the Bliss family’s home, graduating 
from the eighth grade in May 1941. 
She then rode the school bus to attend 
high school in Freedom, Oklahoma, and 
graduated in 1945. She graduated from 
Pavelec’s Beauty Academy in Enid, 
Oklahoma, March 11, 1947, and worked 
as a cosmetologist in Woodward and 
Freedom.

On May 28, 1948, Betty married 
Virgil Everett Hoffman in Alva. 
After their marriage, Virgil and Betty 
established their home on land that he 
bought while he was still in the Army. 
There they built a very successful 
farming/ranching operation and reared 

four children: Reva, Keith, Freida and 
Teresa.

Betty worked right alongside Virgil 
to care for all their livestock – cattle, 
horses, hogs and chickens. They grew a 
large garden each year, and Betty filled 
the cellar shelves with jars of vegetables 
and fruit that she canned for use during 
the winter months. She also made 
pickles, jellies and jams. Betty ordered 
at least 100 baby chicks each year, 
dressing and freezing most of them, but 
also raising some to provide eggs for the 
family’s use and also to sell. Their milk 
cows provided fresh milk and cream, 
which was churned into butter and used 
in all types of delicious recipes.

Betty was an accomplished seamstress 
and a wonderful cook. She liked to read, 
especially Christian pioneer books, and 
she enjoyed crocheting and working 
crossword puzzles. She loved flowers 
– almost every kind and color – and 
watching the birds. She especially loved 
visiting with family and friends, and 
she proudly displayed photos of her 11 
grandchildren, 21 great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-grandchildren.

Betty was preceded in death by her 
husband, Virgil, on June 29, 2008; her 
granddaughter, Nicole Burgess Mayhew, 
on September 4, 2015; her parents and all 
her siblings, Mildred Aldrich, Howard 
Bliss, Viola Davidson, Ethel Bennett, 
Chester “Pete” Bliss, Harriett Markham, 
Irene Welty and Dorothy Bliss.

Betty is survived by her son, Keith 
(Rita) Hoffman and daughters Reva 
(Mickey) Maddox, Freida (Keith) 
Burgess, and Teresa Beatley; ten 
grandchildren; 21 great-grandchildren; 
two great-great-grandchildren; her 
brother-in-law, Bob (Lois) Hoffman; 
and many nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives and friends.

Celebration of a Long Life Lived 
Well is at 2 p.m., Wednesday, February 
20, 2019, at First Christian Church, 
Coldwater, Kansas, with Rev. Dr. 
Carol Cook Moore presiding. Burial 
will follow at Crown Hill Cemetery, 
Coldwater, Kansas.

In lieu of flowers, memorials are 
suggested to Comanche County Fire 
Department, Freedom Fire Department, 
or Friends of the Alva Public Library in 
care of Hatfield-Prusa Funeral Home, 
P.O. Box 417, Coldwater, KS 67029.



February 20, 2019                     Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                         Page 9



February 20, 2019                         Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                       Page 10



February 20, 2019                   Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                        Page 11



February 20, 2019 Page 12Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Yvonne Miller
Charged with involuntary man-

slaughter for the fatal “beanbag 
round” shooting of Steven Myers, 
former Barber County Undersheriff 
Virgil “Dusty” Brewer pleaded “not 
guilty” in district court in Medicine 
Lodge, Kansas, last Wednesday morn-
ing.

The day before, Feb. 12,  the Hon-
orable Francis E. Meisenheimer, dis-
trict judge, issued an opinion on the 
case – The State of Kansas vs. Virgil 
Brewer. The information in this ar-
ticle comes from that 29-page docu-
ment. The judge refers to Brewer as 
“the Defendant” in this document. 

The judge said Brewer argued that 
his use of force was justified, that he 
was entitled to self-defense immunity, 
according to a statute. After his re-
view of the case, Judge Meisenheimer 
denied the defense’s motions for dis-
missal based on self-defense immuni-
ty.
Circumstances That Led to Brewer 

Shooting Myers
Brewer is charged with the “reck-

less killing” of Steven Myers. That 
complaint was filed after the defen-
dant shot and killed Myers on Oct. 
6, 2017, in Sun City, Kansas. The 
shooting occurred in the backyard of 
the residence of an individual by the 

name of Troy Campbell. At the time 
of the shooting, the defendant was the 
Barber County undersheriff and was 
attempting to take Myers into custody 

According to the document, at ap-
proximately 6:26 p.m. that night, the 
Barber County dispatcher received a 
911 call from Ted Alexander. Alexan-
der had been present at Busters Bar 
in Sun City. Alexander told the 911 
dispatcher, Ethan Ailstock, that, “My-
ers has got a gun on Main Street and 
is threatenin’ us.” Upon questioning 
by Ailstock, Alexander responded, 
“Well, he’s got a gun. He’s on Main 
Street. He’s drunk and he’s crazy. Get 
out here.” Alexander later told Ail-
stock, “He’s right in front of Buster’s 
with a gun. Runnin’ up – it – I can’t 
think of the Myers boy’s name. He’s 
on Main Street with a gun. He just got 
thrown out of Busters for creating a 
big scene, and now he’s got a gun and 
he’s on Main Street. This is serious 
stuff, kid, whoever you are, man.”  

Ultimately, the search led to the 
Campbell residence when the Barber 
County Sheriff’s Department officers 
arrived.  They were: Sheriff Lonnie 
Small (who had his K9), the defen-
dant and Deputy Mark Suchy. Both 
Small and Suchy were wearing body 
cameras that captured, at least in part, 
the events that occurred there.

The judge’s document said, “The 
officers made their way through the 
cluttered residence and arrived at a 
rear door which opened up into the 
backyard of the residence. Sheriff 
Small observed an individual partial-
ly visible inside a shed in the back-
yard of the Campbell residence and 
yelled, `Steven come out. Come out 
of there now.’ He advised the other 
officers that Myers was in the shed. 
He then turned and removed himself 
and the K9 from the residence back 
through the front door. The defendant 
and Deputy Suchy both then moved to 
the rear door.” 

The report says Myers exited the 
shed and responded to the sheriff by 
shouting profanities. Both Brewer and 
Suchy began to shout multiple com-
mands at Myers to get on the ground 
and put his hands up. Neither the sher-
iff, undersheriff Brewer or Suchy ad-
vised Myers he was under arrest. 

In Suchy’s body camera video, 
Myers can be seen standing in the 
backyard of the home, facing the of-
ficers with both hands visible and 
empty. Myers’ left arm and hand can 
be seen raising and he is heard saying 
what appears to be “kill me.” The de-
fendant fired his shotgun when My-
ers is heard saying “you chicken---.” 
After being shot, Myers turned away 
from the officers appears to step back 
and then went to his knees before fall-
ing face first to the ground. 

Judge Meisenheimer wrote, “The 
objective facts gleaned from the 
Suchy’s body camera video and from 
Suchy’s direct testimony (when ques-
tioned earlier) show that, prior to be-
ing shot, Myers had stopped and was 
not approaching the officers.  

“The defendant was not present in 

Judge denies self-defense
immunity for former Barber 
County Undersheriff Brewer
Involuntary manslaughter charge against Brewer  in “beanbag” fatal 
shooting of Steven Myers; Trial set to start June 17

 See Brewer  Page 48



February 20, 2019                       Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                             Page 13



February 20, 2019              Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                                   Page 14

Great Products • Plenty of Parking
Attractive Store • Friendly Staff

Now let people
know with
NEWSGRAM
advertising.
We deliver to
EVERY home
in three counties.

Newsgram
620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK • 580-327-2200



February 20, 2019                            Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                      Page 15



February 20, 2019 Page 16Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Stacy Sanborn
The regularly scheduled meeting for 

Alfalfa County commissioners was a 
short one last Monday morning. There 
were no road crossing permits for the 
week, but all other routine items were 
accepted and approved (minutes from 
the last meeting, maintenance and oper-
ation warrants for payment, and blanket 
purchase orders). 

There were no appointments to be 
made for the Fair Board, and a couple 
minor clerical errors on the assessor’s 
inventory paperwork were approved 
to be corrected. To train the three new 
employees in that office, commissioners 
approved a transfer of appropriations 
($2,625) from H16-3 Assessor Capital 

Outlay to H16-2A Assessor M&O. 
Lastly, approval was given for the 

service and price agreement with Al-
cohol and Drug Testing Inc. for Alfalfa 
County’s third district. 

This week was more of the same, 
except there were five road crossing 
permits totaling $8,000 for the county. 
Bids were opened for a 2019 half-ton 
pickup for District 3, but commission-
ers voted to table the matter. A pri-
vate property easement for District 2 
(15-24-12) to pull trees for a project 
in Carmen was approved, followed by 
the approval of Interlocal Governmen-
tal Agreements by and between Alfal-
fa County for the towns of Carmen, 
Aline, Amorita, Cherokee, Burlington, 

Nescatunga, Byron, Jet, Goltry and 
Helena. Agreements between Alfalfa 
County and Cherokee Public Schools, 
Burlington Public Schools, and Tim-
berlake Public Schools were approved 
too. (An interlocal agreement is a writ-
ten contract between local government 
agencies such as a city, a county, a 
school board or a constitutional office. 
Any time a public service involves the 
joint operations and budgets of two or 
more local government agencies, an 
interlocal agreement must be drawn 
up and approved by all sides, with 
each government’s governing body – a 
school board and a county commission 
in this case – enacting the agreement 
by vote.) 

Short agenda makes for short
meeting for Alfalfa County officials

By State Rep. Carl Newton 
This has been a busy week at the 

Capitol with multiple committee 
meetings and floor 
sessions. Multiple 
bills were heard 
in committee with 
many passing to the 
House Floor. 

Three of my bills 
passed in committee 
this week. 

House Bill 1208 
would allow cemetery owners to 
reclaim unused burial spaces that are 
determined to be abandoned after 
a period of 75 years since the last 

recorded activity on the space, and 
after a reasonable search for heirs and 
beneficiaries. 

This bill would require a cemetery 
owner to send a certified letter to the 
last-known address of the recorded 
property owner. The cemetery 
owner also would have to publish a 
description of the burial space in a 
newspaper of record. If no one claims 
the space after one year, ownership 
would revert to the cemetery. If the 
original owner or an heir were to 
come forward at a later date claiming 
the space, a comparable space would 
be given to them. 

One of my constituents requested 
this bill to allow cemeteries to make 
better use of property cemeteries 
already own. The bill passed by a vote 
of 13-1 in the Business & Commerce 
Committee. 

House Bill 1209 would waive the 
penalty for the carryover fee for those 
school districts that did not receive 
Foundation Aid or Salary Incentive 
Aid to pay for the teacher pay raise 
last year.

Some schools are off the funding 
formula for the educational part of 
state funding. Thus, they fund all or 

part of their educational needs from 
local ad valorem funds. 

This bill passed the Appropriations 
& Budget Education Subcommittee 
by a vote of 11-0. It is now eligible to 
be heard in the full Appropriations & 
Budget Committee.

House Bill 1210 simplifies the 
tagging procedure for commercial 
vehicles. Right now a commercial 
vehicle owner has to have multiple 
commercial vehicles to be able to tag 
all of them at one time. This lowers 
that number to three. This will save 
business owners a large amount of 
paperwork and expense. It was a 
constituent request and has State 
Chamber of Commerce support. This 
measure passed by a vote of 10-0 in the 
Public Safety Committee this week. 

Once bills pass committee they are 
eligible to be considered for a vote 
before the entire House. 

I’ll keep you posted as the session 
continues. 
Thanks again for allowing me to 
serve Northwest Oklahoma. Please 
feel free to contact me at carl.
newton@okhouse.gov, or call me at 
405-557-7339. May the Lord bless 
you and our great State. 

Carl’s Capitol Comments
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By Marione Martin
A woman from Nash was taken to 

the hospital after she swerved to avoid 
a deer in the roadway. Amy Lynn York, 
48, of Nash, was transported by Pond 
Creek EMS to St. Mary’s Hospital 
in Enid where she was admitted in 
stable condition for observation with 
trunk internal, trunk external and leg 
injuries.

The wreck occurred on Wednesday, 

Feb. 13, at 10:40 a.m. on Union Road, 
three-tenths of a mile west of State 
Highway 132 in Grant County. The 
location is four and one-half miles 
west of Nash.

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol 
says York was driving a 2003 Lincoln 
Navigator east on Union Road when 
she swerved to miss a deer in the 
road. York lost control of the vehicle, 
which departed the roadway to the left, 

striking a ditch and rolling one and 
one-half times coming to rest on the 
passenger side. York was pinned for 
approximately 45 minutes before being 
extricated by Nash Fire Department 
with the Jaws of Life.

Trooper Randy McCullough 
investigated, assisted by Grant County 
Sheriff’s Office, Nash Fire Department, 
Pond Creek Fire Department and Pond 
Creek EMS.

Nash woman injured in rollover

Friday, March 8, is the last day to 
apply for voter registration in order to 
be eligible to vote in the April 2 General 
Municipal Elections, Alfalfa County 
Election Board Secretary Kelly Stein 
said today.

The City of Cherokee has a race 
for the Commissioner Ward 4 position 
between Nick Campbell and Adrienne 
Wessels. The only voters that are eligible 
to vote in this race are registered voters 
in the Ward 4 District in Precinct 220. 
Those voters will vote at the Alfalfa 
County Fairgrounds in the Exhibit 
Building.

The Town of Goltry will have three 
Board of Trustees positions filled from 
seven candidates. Each position is a four-
year term. Those filing include: Brian 
J. Severin, Charlotte Amrine, Matthew 

A. Meyer, Betty Powers, Jimmy D. 
Nichols, Vernon J. Sanders Jr. and Jamie 
Coulter. Only registered voters inside 
the geographical boundaries of the Town 
of Goltry are eligible to vote in Precinct 
320 at the Goltry Community Building.

Stein said that persons who are 
United States citizens, residents of 
Oklahoma, and at least 18 years old may 
apply to become registered voters.

Those who aren’t registered or need 
to change their registration may apply 
by filling out and mailing an Oklahoma 
Voter Registration Application form in 
time for it to be postmarked no later than 
midnight Friday, March 8.

Stein said applications postmarked 
after that time will be accepted and 
processed, but not until after April 2.

The county election board responds 

in writing to every person who submits 
an application for voter registration. The 
response is either a voter identification 
card listing the new voter’s precinct 
number and polling place location or a 
letter that explains the reason or reasons 
the application for voter registration 
was not approved. Stein said any person 
who has submitted a voter registration 
application and who has not received a 
response within 30 days should contact 
the county election board office.

Oklahoma Voter Registration 
Application forms are available at the 
County Election Board office located 
at 602 W. 5th St., Ste. 3, Cherokee, 
and at most post offices, tag agencies 
and public libraries in the county. 
Applications are also available at www.
elections.ok.gov.

Voter registration deadline is March 8

Grady County court records indi-
cate both are charged with first-degree 
murder in the Jan. 28 shooting death 
of 18-year-old Arnold Adams III. 
Court records don’t indicate whether 
they are represented by an attorney 
who could speak on their behalf.

Adams’ body was found behind 
a restaurant in Chickasha, about 37 
miles (60 kilometers) southwest of 
Oklahoma City. Four other suspects, 
including three juveniles, were previ-
ously taken into custody.

LAWTON, Okla. (AP) — Oklaho-
ma law enforcement authorities have 
arrested two more suspects in the 
shooting death of an 18-year-old man 
in Grady County last month.

The Oklahoma State Bureau 
of Investigation said Tuesday that 
16-year-old Dmillion Williams and 
18-year-old Malcolm Jackson were 
arrested Monday night after a short 
police foot chase in Lawton, about 78 
miles (126 kilometers) southwest of 
Oklahoma City.

2 teens arrested in slaying of 
18-year-old Chickasha man
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By Yvonne Miller
Kiowa’s City Council table had a 

new look at their Feb. 11 regular monthly 
meeting. Longtime councilmember Bill 
Watson sat at the head of the table as 
mayor since he replaces Ron Rohr who 
abruptly resigned (he said due to health 
reasons) just days after the January 
meeting. 

Watson asked Brent Shaffer to fulfill 
the remainder of his seat on the council. 
Grades 7-12 principal at South Barber, 
Shaffer took his seat at the table after 
taking the oath of office from City Clerk 
Trish Brewer.

With the passing of longtime City 
Attorney Laurel McClellan of Anthony 
the city’s new attorney Brandon Ritcha 
was sworn in by City Clerk Trish Brewer. 
Ritcha is with Ricke & Ritcha Attorneys 
at Law in Kingman. 

City Administrator Lou Leone 
was home sick with the flu. All other 
councilmembers were present including: 
R.L. Simpson, Tom Wells, Brian Hill and 
Russ Molz. Police Chief Nate Houston 
and City Superintendent Gary Johnson 
also sat at the table. 

The council unanimously elected 
Simpson as their new board president. 
Watson was president. Hill is the 
alternate.

Kiowa man Kem Humphrey spoke 
on the public agenda. He was a member 
of the public serving on the city’s 
committee named early last year to 
help plan for the renovation of the city 
building and expansion into the Terwort 
building. This area is to also house 
the KPD. Leone said at the January 
meeting they hoped to have blueprints 
for the February meeting but did not. 
Humphrey inquired if the committee 
members can still have some input on 
the plans. Nothing was presented in 
Leone’s absence.

Loss of  Water Project Grant 
Explained

Although Leone was absent, he had 
a typed administrator’s report. He said 

the city’s grant application for the major 
water improvement project was denied. 
Leone said Kiowa was successful 
in obtaining the 51 percent Low to 
Moderate Income (LMI) requirement 
just barely. However, Kiowa lost points 
due to an error by the grant writer. 
The grant writer was hired by BG 
Consultants and reportedly lost their job 
over the error. 

Leone said he and BG are working 
with a representative from the USDA-
RD to determine if there is a possibility 
to increase the federal grant allocation to 
offset this setback. This was a $600,000 
loss for the estimated $8.2 million 
project. Phase I of the project replaces 
about 10 miles of dilapidated line along 
the Tri-City Road. This is from Kiowa’s 
water wells southeast of Sharon to 

New councilmember and attorney 
take seat at Kiowa City Council table
Police investigating theft at city shop, estimated at near $20,000: Police also 
investigating car stolen car from hospital Friday afternoon: Water
Improvement Grant application denied due to grant writer error, plan to save

Kiowa’s new City Attorney Brandon Ritcha is sworn in by City Clerk Trish 
Brewer. Photo by Yvonne Miller

 See Kiowa  Page 54
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By John Tranchina
STILLWATER, Okla. (AP) — They 

weren’t going to let this one slip away.
It had been 12 days since Oklahoma 

State squandered a seven-point lead with 
5:28 remaining and lost 70-68 on a fi-
nal-second shot at TCU on Feb. 6.

Thomas Dziagwa matched a ca-
reer-high with 23 points, connecting on 
6 of 11 3-pointers, to help lead Oklaho-
ma State to a 68-61 victory over TCU 
Monday night, snapping a five-game 
losing streak.

“Any win in our league is a quality 
win, and I’m also happy that our kids 
were able to have a breakthrough in 
some ways in the outcome,” said Cow-
boys coach Mike Boynton. “We’ve 
played really competitive basketball for 
the most part, but validating it with a win 
is always the icing on the cake.”

Lindy Waters added 14 points, seven 
rebounds and four assists for Oklahoma 
State (10-16, 3-10 Big 12), which had 
lost eight conference games in a row.

“After going on a dry spell for a 
while and then knowing that we should 
have beat them at their place, it just 
shows that we have the tools to come 
out any said night and get the job done,” 
Waters said. “There’s a lot more confi-
dence now.”

After scoring just three points on 
1-of-9 shooting (1 of 7 from 3-point 
range) in a 78-50 loss to No. 15 Texas 

Tech last Wednesday, Dziagwa has con-
nected on 13 of 22 from beyond the arc 
and scored 46 total points over his last 
two outings, which represent the two 
highest-scoring games of his career.

Desmond Bane scored 19 points and 
had seven rebounds, while Alex Rob-
inson contributed 19 points, five assists 
and four rebounds for TCU (17-9, 5-8), 
which lost its third in a row.

“Certainly we’re disappointed; we’ve 
lost three close games and we’re just not 
getting it done, on defense and offense,” 
said TCU coach Jamie Dixon. “I think 
it really does start with defense. We dug 
a hole for ourselves but gave ourselves 
a chance to win down the stretch and 
couldn’t get it done.”

Oklahoma State had led by as much as 
14 early in the second half, but TCU cut 
the advantage to 61-59 on Bane’s 3-point-
er with 2:40 remaining. Waters then con-
nected on a fadeaway jump shot with 
1:52 left and Isaac Likekele scored on a 
putback with 29 seconds to go to push the 
lead back to six and clinch the victory.

“Coach was saying that we couldn’t 
hope for the win, we got to go out there 
and take it,” Dziagwa said, “and the final 
few possessions, I feel like we played 
good defense and we earned this W.”

TCU missed four shots over the fi-
nal two minutes, getting just two points 
from free throws by Kendric Davis with 
23.4 seconds left.

BIG PICTURE
TCU: After scoring 22, 16 and 14 

points in his previous three contests, 
Davis had a difficult night, scoring six 
points on 2-of-12 shooting, and commit-
ting four turnovers, his second most this 

season. He had just two points, connect-
ing on just 1 of 9 shots until there was 
6:36 remaining, and got his third foul 
early in the second half, so he sat out 
for a long stretch after that. Meanwhile, 
Bane bounced back from only his sec-
ond single-digit point total in his last 10 
games to have a big night. After scoring 
just eight points, on 3-of-12 shooting, in 
the Frogs’ 71-62 loss to Oklahoma on 
Saturday, Bane shot 8 of 15 in this one.

Oklahoma State: The Cowboys ex-
celled early thanks to hot shooting from 
3-point range, connecting on seven of 
their first nine attempts from beyond 
the arc over the first 10-plus minutes, as 
they built a 25-12 advantage. They were 
unable to keep up that pace, however, 
as they made just one of their next nine 
3-point shots over the rest of the open-
ing half. After going 3 of 7 in the second 
half, Oklahoma State wound up 11 of 25 
(44.0 percent) on the night.

STAR WATCH
Oklahoma State won despite receiv-

ing just four points from leading scorer 
Cam McGriff, after he had five in a 69-
57 loss to Texas on Saturday. Boynton 
praised his effort, though, as McGriff 
also contributed six rebounds, two as-
sists, one steal and had a team-high +11 
plus/minus rating in 31 minutes.

UP NEXT
TCU: The Horned Frogs will be off 

until Saturday, when they face No. 23 
Iowa State at home, a team they already 
defeated 92-83 on Feb. 9.

Oklahoma State: The Cowboys go 
on the road to take on Kansas State on 
Saturday, a squad they lost to, 75-57, on 
Feb. 2.

Dziagwa helps Oklahoma 
State snap losing streak



February 20, 2019                             Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                     Page 27

Share Medical Center, Alva,
offers flu shots at:
Downtown Clinic  (430-3328)
Urgent Care          (430-3325)
Physician Clinic   (430-3366)

SSM Affiliate

The number of people killed by the flu in Oklahoma
has now climbed to 25 this season. 
Statewide, the virus put 732 people in the hospital since 
September. 175 of those hospitalizations happened 
between Feb. 6 and Feb. 12.

www.smcok.com

It’s not too late to get a flu shot. It takes 2 weeks to reach 
full effectiveness so act now. 

Three ways to
subscribe to the

Alva Review-Courier

Read it anywhere there
is WIFI - $72/year

In Woods County mailed to
you is $72.00 year.

Slightly higher for out of county
or out of state.

In Alva, thrown in your
yard right after printing. 

$84 per year

Call 580-327-2200
Linda with Credit/Debit Card

or mail your check to

Alva Review-Courier
620 Choctaw St.
Alva, OK 73717
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OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
State lawmakers are considering a 
bill that would use Medicaid expan-
sion funds to boost Oklahoma’s pri-
vate-insurance subsidy program.

Insure Oklahoma provides health 
coverage for low-income, working 
residents or Oklahomans who don’t 
have employer-provided benefits.

The measure would require the 
Oklahoma Health Care Authority, 
the state’s Medicaid agency, to seek 
federal approval for a waiver to ex-
pand Insure Oklahoma. A Senate 
Committee approved the proposal 
Monday.

Sen. Greg McCortney, the bill’s 
sponsor, said Oklahoma would be 
able to obtain around $1.2 billion in 
federal dollars at a state cost of $141 

million in the first year. He noted 
the state’s money would come from 
partnerships with providers.

“I think this bill is timely,” he 
said. “We have an administration in 
(Washington) D.C. that has indicated 
it is willing to sign off on something 
like this instead of a Medicaid ex-
pansion program.”

If passed, the federal government 
would eventually provide a 90 per-
cent match on state dollars.

McCortney said the proposal also 
includes a provision that would re-
quire the Legislature to decide on 
Insure Oklahoma’s future if the fed-
eral government ever decided to end 
Medicaid expansion.

Critics contend the proposal ex-
ploits federal flexibility to impose 

work requirements and utilize pri-
vate insurers.

“It’s not a Medicaid expansion,” 
said Carly Putnam, a health care pol-
icy analyst at the Oklahoma Policy 
Institute. “It’s using the federal dol-
lars intended for Medicaid expansion 
for a private, Oklahoma plan.”

Gov. Kevin Stitt said he’s open 
to considering Medicaid expansion 
under certain circumstances. But he 
will not approve any Medicaid ex-
pansion bill until he’s granted au-
thority to hire a director of the state’s 
Health Care Authority.

Oklahoma is one of 14 states that 
oppose the Medicaid expansion pro-
gram. Similar work requirements 
have been challenged in Arkansas 
and Kentucky .

Oklahoma lawmakers to consider 
Medicaid expansion proposal

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Advocates 
for low-income families joined small-
town grocers and others encouraging 
Kansas lawmakers to reduce the state’s 
sales tax on groceries, while lobbyists 
for some organizations warned doing 
so might lead to efforts to reduce other 
types of taxes.

A hearing Monday before the House 
Taxation committee was the first testi-
mony on a bill to reduce the 6.5 percent 
state tax rate on groceries by 1 percent. 
The reduction would lower state reve-
nues by $60 million, The Topeka Capi-
tal-Journal reported .

Oberlin City Administrator Halley 
Roberson said her northwest Kansas 
town is losing tax revenue because res-
idents drive to nearby Nebraska, which 

doesn’t have a sales tax on groceries. 
She said her town could use the sales tax 
revenue for badly needed infrastructure 
repairs.

Legislative Research data showed 
sales and excise tax accounts for 8 per-
cent of family income for those in the 
bottom 20 percent of Kansas wage earn-
ers. The impact decreases as income ris-
es, with the top 1 percent of wage earn-
ers using only 1 percent for sales tax.

State lawmakers raised the rate to 6.5 
percent in 2015 when the state was fac-
ing continuing revenue shortfalls. Kan-
sas residents pay one of the highest tax 
rates on groceries of any jurisdiction in 
the country when state and local taxes 
are combined.

Rep. Tim Hodge, a North Newton 
Democrat who campaigned on lowering 
food sales taxes, criticized past lawmak-
ers for raising the sales tax rather than 
repealing tax cuts during a budget crisis.

“For the last 10 years, we have used 
and abused the sales tax whenever 
there’s any kind of recession or shortage 

at the state government level,” he said.
John Donley of the Kansas Farm Bu-

reau warned that reducing the sales tax 
on groceries could eventually lead to re-
placing the sales tax with a value-added 
tax system, which would apply to pro-
duction of goods.

“I probably am being paranoid, but 
I’m here today to basically put the line 
in the sand, stake the flag, saying we do 
not support reducing the state sales tax 
because we do believe that the next step 
is, well, what about that livestock ex-
emption?” Donley said.

Adrienne Olejnik of Kansas Action 
for Children said the state should recon-
sider a food sales tax rebate program 
that was eliminated in 2013, rather than 
lowering the sales tax on groceries. The 
program’s refunds were available for 
households with less than $30,615 in an-
nual income.

“There are a lot of unknowns and 
things that need to be resolved before we 
consider buying down the food sales tax 
rate,” Olejnik said.

Lawmakers hear testimony on 
lowering sales tax on groceries
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By Michael Tarm
CHICAGO (AP) — A federal 

judge Tuesday gave the green light to a 
parks-advocacy group's lawsuit that aims 
to stop for good the delayed construction 
of former President Barack Obama's 
$500 million presidential center in a Chi-
cago park beside Lake Michigan.

Supporters of the project had hoped 
the court would grant a city motion to 
throw out the lawsuit by Protect Our 
Parks, some fearing any drawn out litiga-
tion might lead Obama to decide to build 
the Obama Presidential Center some-
where other than his hometown.

A lawsuit brought by another group 
helped in 2016 to scuttle a $400 million 
plan by "Star Wars" creator George Lu-
cas to build a museum on public land 
on Chicago's lakefront. That museum is 
now under construction in Los Angeles .

Judge John Robert Blakey heard ar-
guments last week on the city's motion 
to dismiss. Blakey did toss parts of the 
suit in his Tuesday ruling, but concluded 
the group has standing to sue because it 
represent taxpayers with concerns that 
providing parkland in the public trust to 
the Obama center violates their due-pro-
cess rights.

Blakey's ruling doesn't mean the 
group will necessarily prevail in the end, 
but confirms that the suit poses a formi-
dable threat to the project. The judge in-
dicated that he doesn't want the litigation 
to drag out, and that he would strictly 
limit any fact gathering leading up to tri-
al to 45 days.

Plans call for the center to be built 
in Jackson Park, which was named af-

ter President Andrew Jackson and was a 
site for the Chicago World's Fair in 1893. 
The site 7 miles (11 kilometers) south of 
downtown Chicago is near low-income 
neighborhoods where Obama worked 
as a community organizer and is just 
blocks from the University of Chicago 
where Obama was a law professor. It is 
also close to the home where the Obamas 
lived until he won the presidency in 
2008.

The center was originally slated to 
open in 2021, though ground hasn't yet 
broken because of the lingering litiga-
tion.

In its 2018 suit , Protect Our Parks 
accused the city of illegally transferring 
park land to a private entity, The Obama 
Foundation, effectively "gifting" prized 
land to a Chicago favorite son. The group 
said city officials manipulated the ap-
proval process and tinkered with legisla-
tion to skirt long-standing laws designed 
to ensure residents have unobstructed ac-
cess to lakeside parks.

"Defendants have chosen to deal with 
it in a classic Chicago political way ... to 
deceive and seemingly legitimize an ille-
gal land grab," the lawsuit says.

To make the park available for the 
project, the Chicago Park District first 
sold the land to the city for $1. Illinois 
legislators amended the state's Illinois 
Aquarium and Museum Act to include 
presidential libraries as an exception 
to the no-development rules if there's a 
compelling public interest. The Chicago 
City Council approved the project by a 
47-to-1 vote last May.

The Obama Foundation, a private 

nonprofit, would pay $10 to the city for 
use of the park land for 99 years, cover 
the costs of building the complex and 
be responsible for covering operating 
costs for 99 years. Once built, the Obama 
Presidential Center's physical structures 
would be transferred to the city for free, 
meaning the city would formally own the 
center but not control what happens there.

"They are essentially giving (proper-
ty) to Obama ... for 10 cents a year for 
99 years," parks advocacy lawyer Mark 
Roth said Thursday.

In a friend-of-the-court brief , legal 
scholar Richard Epstein said public-trust 
doctrine places an extra burden on au-
thorities to prove overwhelming public 
benefit when they offer the use of pub-
lic parks to such well-connected figures 
as Obama, who remains hugely popular 
in the heavily Democratic city. Chicago 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel once served as 
Obama's White House chief of staff.

One claim Blakey tossed Tuesday 
was that taxpayers' First Amendment 
rights would be infringed upon because 
tax money would be spent to reconfigure 
roads and traffic. The suit argued that 
taxpayers would thus subsidize any par-
tisan political activity by Obama at the 
center.

City lawyers conceded Thursday that 
Chicago would pay an estimated $175 
million to reconfigure roads to manage 
traffic around the center.

The lawsuit also claims that the center 
would interfere with migrating butterflies 
and birds.

City lawyers said Protect Our Parks 
misread the law, misrepresented how the 
approval process played out and exag-
gerated potential environmental disrup-
tions.

The center would comprise 20 acres 
(8 hectares) of the 500-acre (202-hectare) 
park. Its centerpiece would be a 225-foot 
(69-meter) museum tower, surrounded 
by a cluster of smaller buildings, includ-
ing a 300-seat auditorium.

City lawyers said it would bring a 
major economic boost to poor local mi-
nority communities. Backers estimate 
it would create 5,000 jobs during con-
struction and over 2,500 permanent jobs. 
An estimated 760,000 people could visit 
each year.

Judge OKs suit aimed at halting 
Obama library in Chicago
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By Schuyler Dixon
FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — Now 

that Kyler Murray has decided to play in 
the NFL instead of reporting to spring 
training as a first-round draft pick by 
baseball’s Oakland Athletics, the ques-
tions can shift to the Heisman Trophy 
winner’s height.

The former Oklahoma star says every-
one will get their answer at the NFL com-
bine next week. And that was after Murray 
listed himself at 5-foot-10 Monday before 
accepting the Davey O’Brien Award as the 
nation’s top college quarterback.

“I’ve been a 5-10 projected in the 
first (round), I mean, that’s crazy to 
me, the fact that I’m already projected 
that high,” Murray said. “I’m not over 
6-foot. I haven’t seen that since I’ve 
been alive.”

The 21-year-old who won three state 
championships and didn’t lose a game as 
a high school quarterback in the Dallas 
area said football became a factor in his 
decision simply because he finally had a 
chance to play again.

After signing a contract for a $4.66 
million signing bonus as the ninth over-
all pick in June by Oakland, Murray led 
Oklahoma to the College Football Play-
off in his only season as the starter while 
posting the second-best passer efficiency 
rating in Bowl Subdivision history.

Before throwing for 4,361 yards and 
42 touchdowns and running for 1,001 

yards and 12 scores, Murray’s only ex-
tensive college experience was a rough 
freshman season at Texas A&M in 2015. 
After transferring to Oklahoma, he 
was the backup to 2017 Heisman win-
ner Baker Mayfield, the top pick in last 
year’s draft.

“Obviously my career as far as the 
early stages of my college career, it 
wasn’t looking too hot,” said Murray, 
who like Mayfield lost in the CFP semi-
finals. “And then after this past season, 
it was to go in and kind of put myself in 
the best possible situation. I think I did 
pretty well.”

Murray said he hasn’t decided the 
specifics of his participation in the NFL 
combine, but Oklahoma coach Lincoln 
Riley believes his time in the 40-yard 
dash could be an eye-opener. Murray 
said it’s been “two, three years” since 
ran a 40, at 4.3 seconds.

Most of the attention will be on 
his height, however. Reminded before 
the O’Brien ceremony that the 1938 
Heisman winner from TCU was 5-7, 
Murray said he knew that and added, 
“So me and him have got something in 
common.”

Given the obvious chance to clarify, 
he still declined to offer anything more 
specific than the already-mentioned 
5-10.

“I don’t wake up in the morning and 
measure myself so I don’t know that,” he 

said. “It’s definitely not 5-7.”
In the same setting a year earlier, 

Mayfield shot back at a question about 
whether he could go in the top 10 of the 
draft by saying his goal was to be the 
No. 1 overall choice.

After the Browns made that happen , 
Mayfield won the job early in the season 
and led Cleveland to seven wins in 2018 
after the Browns were coming off a two-
year record of 1-31. Now Murray will 
try to move up the draft board the same 
way Mayfield did, with a different set of 
issues to address.

“I’m never the biggest guy on the 
football field,” Murray said. “That’s not 
the way I think, ‘I’m the smallest guy on 
the field, I have to go out there and do 
this and do that.’ I just go out there and 
play.”

Murray also thinks the economics 
prove his love for football. The deal 
with Oakland called for him to receive 
$1.5 million after approval last summer 
by Major League Baseball and $3.16 
million on March 1. Murray must return 
six-sevenths of the money he received, 
or $1,285,714.

“Obviously the money wasn’t a big 
deal. I literally played football for free,” 
Murray said. “I could have not even 
played this football season and just went 
and worked on just being a professional 
baseball player. I decided I was going to 
go play football and now I’m here.”

Murray waits to measure up
after picking NFL over baseball

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A plan 
to force more Oklahoma school districts 
to return to five-day school weeks has 
cleared a Senate committee.

The Senate Education Commit-
tee voted 11-6 on Tuesday for the bill 
by Claremore Republican Sen. Marty 
Quinn. Senate Bill 441 now heads to the 
full Senate.

According to the State Department 
of Education, 92 of Oklahoma’s more 

than 500 school districts are currently 
operating on four-day school weeks.

Quinn and supporters of his bill say 
there’s little evidence to suggest the 
four-day week results in better student 
performance or significant cost savings.

Under his bill, school districts would 
be able to continue with four-day school 
weeks if student performance meets or 
exceeds the state average and if the dis-
trict can provide evidence of cost savings.

Oklahoma panel clears bill 
for return to five-day weeks
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By Catherine Lucey
WASHINGTON (AP) — President 

Donald Trump declared Tuesday that he 
would prevail over a multistate lawsuit 
challenging his emergency declaration to 
pay for a U.S.-Mexico border wall.

Speaking to reporters at the White 
House, Trump said he expected to do 
"very well," against the suit, adding that 
he had an "absolute right" to make the dec-
laration.

"I think in the end we're going to be 
very successful with the lawsuit," Trump 
said. "I actually think we might do very 
well, even in the 9th Circuit, because it's 
an open and closed case."

A group of 16 states, including Cali-
fornia, New York and Colorado, filed a 
lawsuit Monday against Trump's emer-
gency declaration. The lawsuit filed in the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco alleges Trump's declaration is 
unconstitutional.

All the states involved in the lawsuit 
have Democratic attorneys general.

Using a broad interpretation of his ex-
ecutive powers, Trump declared an emer-
gency last week to obtain wall funding be-
yond the $1.4 billion Congress approved 
for border security. The move allows the 
president to bypass Congress to use mon-
ey from the Pentagon and other budgets.

Democrats have seized on the move as 
an example of executive overreach. The 
office of House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 

Trump says he has ‘absolute 
right’ to declare emergency

NEW YORK (AP) — Payless Shoe-
Source has filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy protection and is shuttering its 
remaining stores in North America.

The filing on Monday came a day 
after the shoe chain began holding go-
ing-out-of-business sales at its North 
American stores.

The company, based in Topeka, 
Kansas, updated the number of stores 
it is closing to 2,500, up from the 2,100 
it cited on Friday when it confirmed it 
was planning to liquidate its business. 
It reiterated that stores will remain 
open until at least the end of March 
and the majority will remain open until 
May.

The liquidation doesn’t affect its 

franchise operations or its Latin Amer-
ican stores, which remain open for 
business as usual, it said.

The debt-burdened chain filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection a 
first time in April 2017, closing hun-
dreds of stores as part of its reorgani-
zation.

“The challenges facing retailers 
today are well documented, and un-
fortunately, Payless emerged from its 
prior reorganization ill-equipped to 
survive in today’s retail environment,” 
said Stephen Marotta, Payless Shoe-
Source’s chief restructuring officer.

He noted that the prior Chapter 11 
proceedings left the company with too 
much debt and with too many stores.

Payless files for
bankruptcy, closing
North American stores

D-Calif., issued a press release Tuesday 
that stated: "No one is above the law. Re-
publicans must join Democrats to uphold 
the Constitution and stand with the Ameri-
can people - against the President's brazen 
assault."

Trump argued Tuesday that the wall 
was needed to "stop drugs and crime and 
criminals and human trafficking." He has 
repeatedly sought to paint a dire picture 
of conditions at the border, though illegal 
border crossings are down from a high of 
1.6 million in 2000.

After weeks spent battling with Con-
gress over border funding and what con-
stituted a wall versus a fence, Trump said: 
"I can call it a barrier, but I think I don't 
have to do that so much anymore, we'll 
call it whatever we want."

Trump's use of the emergency declara-
tion has drawn bipartisan criticism and is 
expected to face numerous legal challeng-
es. A top White House adviser said Sun-
day that Trump was prepared to issue his 

first veto if Congress votes to disapprove 
his declaration of a national emergency.

Earlier Tuesday, Trump singled out 
California for its lead role in the suit, seek-
ing to link the state's high-speed rail proj-
ect to his plan for the wall.

On Twitter, Trump claimed the "failed 
Fast Train project" was beset by "world 
record setting" cost overruns and had be-
come "hundreds of times more expensive 
than the desperately needed Wall!"

The estimated cost for a San Francis-
co-to-Los Angeles train has more than 
doubled to $77 billion. That's about 13 
times more than the $5.7 billion Trump 
sought unsuccessfully from Congress to 
build the wall.

Last week, California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom said the rail project "as current-
ly planned, would cost too much and take 
too long." He said the state would focus on 
completing a shorter segment in the state's 
Central Valley while seeking new funding 
sources for the longer route.
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EMOTIONS RISE AT SOUTH BARBER PARENTS NIGHT –  Tears always 
seem to flow as seniors are introduced for their final game and present their 
parents with a flower and hug. Here cheerleader Haylie Drake and her mom 
Robin embrace. After sharing their own moment, senior basketball player Bryn 
Rathgeber and mom Daphne and dad Brad watch the rest of their friends in this 
special moment. Photo by Yvonne Miller

Medicine
Lodge
basketball
stats

February 12, 2019
Medicine Lodge (49)

Dakota Bayliff—7
Theron Wedel—17
Garrett Burden—21
Cason Liebst—2
Tyce Lonker—2

Trinity Academy (71)
Adler—9
Anderson—2
Vanlandingham—24
Jones—18
Todd—2
Davis—6
Linder—10

February 15, 2019
Medicine Lodge (52)

Dakota Bayliff—4
Theron Wedel—14
Garrett Burden—16
Cason Liebst—2
Tyce Lonker—2
Dasik Clouse—8
Kyson Cunningham—4
Devon Cox—2

Conway Springs (45)
Alloway—5
Robinson—3
Winter—20
Hilger—9
J. Koester—8
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By Juana Summers
WASHINGTON (AP) — Vermont 

Sen. Bernie Sanders said Tuesday that 
he will seek the Democratic presidential 
nomination again, a decision that will 
test whether he can still generate the pro-
gressive energy that fueled his insurgent 
2016 campaign.

"Our campaign is not only about de-
feating Donald Trump," the 77-year-old 
self-described democratic socialist said 
in an email to supporters. "Our cam-
paign is about transforming our country 
and creating a government based on the 
principles of economic, social, racial 
and environmental justice."

An enthusiastic progressive who 
embraces proposals such as "Medicare-
for-all" and free college tuition, Sanders 
stunned the Democratic establishment 
in 2016 with his spirited challenge to 
Hillary Clinton. While she ultimately 
became the party's nominee, his cam-
paign helped lay the groundwork for the 
leftward lurch that has dominated Dem-
ocratic politics in the Trump era.

The question now for Sanders is 
whether he can stand out in a crowded 
field of Democratic presidential candi-
dates who also embrace many of his pol-
icy ideas and who are newer to the na-
tional political stage. That's far different 
from 2016, when he was Clinton's lone 
progressive adversary.

Still, there is no question that Sand-
ers will be a formidable contender for 
the Democratic nomination. He won 
more than 13 million votes in 2016 and 
dozens of primaries and caucuses. He 
opens his campaign with a nationwide 
organization and a proven small-dollar 
fundraising effort.

"We're gonna win," Sanders told 
CBS.

He said he was going to launch "what 
I think is unprecedented in modern 
American history": a grassroots move-
ment "to lay the groundwork for trans-
forming the economic and political life 
of this country."

Sanders described his new White 
House bid as a "continuation of what we 
did in 2016," noting that policies he ad-
vocated for then are now embraced by 
the Democratic Party.

Trump told reporters that Sanders ran 

a great campaign in 2016 but that he be-
lieves the senator "missed his time."

"I like Bernie," Trump said, noting 
Sanders' criticism of free trade. "The 
problem is he doesn't know what to do 
about it. We're doing something very 
spectacular on trade."

Sanders goes into the campaign with 
several advantages, including the name 
recognition he earned from his last run. 
In a sign of the enthusiasm surround-
ing his campaign, Sanders raised $3.3 
million on Tuesday from 120,000 in-
dividual donors, according to a person 
familiar with the campaign who wasn't 
authorized to publicly disclose the early 
numbers and spoke on condition of an-
onymity.

That's more than double the $1.5 mil-
lion haul Sen. Kamala Harris raised in 
the first 24 hours of her campaign. The 
California Democrat was the biggest 
fundraiser in the race so far.

Sanders could also be well-posi-
tioned to compete in the nation's first 
primary in neighboring New Hampshire, 
which he won by 22 points in 2016. But 
he won't have the state to himself.

Harris was in New Hampshire on 
Monday and said she'd compete for the 
state. She also appeared to take a dig at 
Sanders.

"The people of New Hampshire will 
tell me what's required to compete in 
New Hampshire," she told shoppers at 
a bookstore in Concord. "But I will tell 
you I'm not a democratic socialist."

Sen. Elizabeth Warren of nearby 
Massachusetts will be in New Hamp-
shire on Friday.

One of the biggest questions sur-
rounding Sanders' candidacy is how 
he'll compete against someone like 
Warren, who shares many of his policy 
goals. Warren has already launched her 
campaign and has planned an aggressive 
swing through the early primary states.

Shortly after announcing her explor-
atory committee, Warren hired Brendan 
Summers, who managed Sanders' 2016 
Iowa campaign. Other staffers from 
Sanders' first bid also have said they 
would consider working for other candi-
dates in 2020.

The crowded field includes other 
candidates who will likely make strong 

appeals to the Democratic base includ-
ing Harris and Sens. Cory Booker of 
New Jersey, Amy Klobuchar of Minne-
sota and Kirsten Gillibrand of New York. 
The field could grow, with a number of 
high-profile Democrats still considering 
presidential bids, including former Vice 
President Joe Biden and former Texas 
Rep. Beto O'Rourke.

While Sanders had been working to 
lay the groundwork for a second cam-
paign for months, it was unclear whether 
he will be able to expand his appeal be-
yond his largely white base of support-
ers. In 2016, Sanders notably struggled 
to garner support from black voters, an 
issue that could become particularly per-
vasive during a primary race with sever-
al nonwhite candidates.

Last month, he joined Booker at 
an event in Columbia, South Carolina, 
marking Martin Luther King Jr. Day. In 
2016, Sanders lost the South Carolina 
primary, which features a heavily black 
electorate, by 47 points.

Sanders also faces different pres-
sures in the #MeToo era. Some of his 
male staffers and supporters in 2016 
were described as "Bernie bros" for their 
treatment of women.

In the run-up to Sanders' 2020 an-
nouncement, persistent allegations 
emerged of sexual harassment of wom-
en by male staffers during his 2016 cam-
paign. Politico and The New York Times 
reported several allegations of unwanted 
sexual advances and pay inequity.

In an interview with CNN after the 
initial allegations surfaced, Sanders 
apologized but also noted he was "a little 
busy running around the country trying 
to make the case."

As additional allegations emerged, 
he offered a more unequivocal apology.

"What they experienced was abso-
lutely unacceptable and certainly not 
what a progressive campaign — or any 
campaign — should be about," Sand-
ers said Jan. 10 on Capitol Hill. "Ev-
ery woman in this country who goes to 
work today or tomorrow has the right 
to make sure that she is working in an 
environment which is free of harass-
ment, which is safe and is comfortable, 
and I will do my best to make that hap-
pen."

Sen. Bernie Sanders says he’s 
running for president in 2020
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part, “the use of deadly force, by the 
Defendant, was not reasonably neces-
sary to prevent death or great bodily 
harm to either of the Sheriff’s offi-
cers or any other person (i.e., using 
an objective standard).” The opinion 
went on, “For the reasons stated, the 
Court finds that the State has present-
ed evidence that shows an ordinarily 
prudent and cautious person could be-
lieve a reasonable person would not 
have believed deadly force was nec-
essary under the circumstances of this 
case. Therefore, the State has carried 
its burden as it relates to the objective 
prong.” 

In summary, the judge wrote in 
part that Brewer loaded his 12-gauge 
shotgun with the beanbag round with 
no reliable or credible information 
as to how it would perform or even 
whether, in fact, it was less lethal. He 
had no experience or knowledge how 
to credibly test the rounds, and did not 
do so, except to fire at a cardboard tar-
get at the firing range. 

“Tragically, the round was not 
‘less lethal’ and his use and discharge 
of that round toward Steven Myers 
chest from approximately 8 to 12 
feet away using a 12-gauge shotgun 
caused Myers’ death. The Defendant 
had no training in the use of such ‘less 
lethal’ rounds.” 

“Therefore, the Court finds, based 
upon the evidence presented, that it 
appears the offense of involuntary 
manslaughter as charged in the Com-
plaint has been committed and that 
there is probable cause to believe 
that the Defendant committed that 
offense.”  Brewer is bound over for 
arraignment. The trial is set to start 
June 17.

in Texas, from a fellow deputy whose 
father owned a law enforcement sup-
ply company. The rounds were deliv-
ered in Ziploc baggies and contained 
no identifying marks, instructions or 
warnings. According to Travis Mar-
tin, that fellow deputy, they appeared 
to be “reloads.”

The judge wrote that the bean-
bag round used by the defendant was 
heavier and traveled much faster than 
an appropriately designed and con-
structed less lethal beanbag round. 
The beanbag itself was a hand sewn 
square bag inappropriately designed. 
The amount of energy delivered using 
the tested beanbag rounds which were 
similar to the one used by Brewer, ex-
ceeded both a standard police 9 mm 
handgun and a .44 magnum handgun, 
and had comparable energy to a M4 
police duty rifle. The energy level de-
livered by the test rounds similar to 
the one used by the Defendant deliv-
ered between approximately 10 and in 
excess of 15 times the energy level of 
the industry standard less lethal bean-
bag round.

The State retained the services of 
Steven Ijames to conduct a review/as-
sessment of the circumstances related 
to Myers’ shooting.

Ijames said, “I taught extensively 
on where you can reliably retain am-
munition that’s proven, but you have 
to know where to aim and you have to 
know that the round you’re using is in 
fact a less lethal round. And from the 
review and material I was provided, I 
didn’t find any evidence of either of 
those occurring in this case.”

In his opinion regarding Brewer’s 
immunity claim and the use of deadly 
force, Judge Meisenheimer wrote in 

this confrontation alone. Mark Suchy 
was in the defendant’s immediate 
presence with a loaded rifle pointed at 
Steven Myers. It is telling that Suchy 
did not fire and that his testimony in-
dicated that, during the incident, he 
did not see anything that dictated the 
use of deadly force.”  

K.S.A. 21– 5222  states, “A person 
is justified in the use of deadly force 
to prevent or terminate unlawful en-
try into or attack upon any dwelling 
if such person reasonably believes 
that such use of deadly force is nec-
essary to prevent imminent death or 
great bodily harm to such person or 
another.” 

The Lethal “Beanbag” Round 
Explained

The judge wrote that “it’s undis-
puted” that Brewer shot and killed 
Myers with a beanbag round; that 
“beanbag” round entered the chest of 
Myers and was the cause of his death; 
that Brewer “had no training in the 
use of less lethal beanbag rounds.”

Brewer had obtained the “bean-
bag” round while a sheriff’s deputy 

From Page 12 Brewer

Don’t trade it, donate it!

Call the American Lung Association of 
Oklahoma Vehicle Donation Program 

at 800-577-5864 or visit us on 
the Web at www.oklung.org
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Newsgram Action Ad Rates
For the Newsgram with over 13,000 circulation, the rate
is $5.75 per day plus 2.4 cents per character space. Visa, 
Mastercard, Discover or American Express customers may
order by telephone. Call 580-327-2200. We’ll let our computer 
do the counting, and we’ll quote a price. Typical price is about
$6.00. Sorry, no open account billing on such small amounts.
Payment is required in advance. Deadline is noon Tuesday 
before publication.

Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
DUI

ADSAC Assessments in 
Alva. 580-430-1032

Bierox, Bierox, Bierox
AHS LeClub will be taking 
orders for Bierox Feb 20 
through Mar 4. Support your 
local students. $36/dozen. 
Call 580-884-1379

Employment
Music Director

1st Christian Church, Alva, is 
seeking a PT Music Director 
to lead Music Ministries. For 
more information call 580-
748-1173

Farm Supplies
For Sale

Full Grain Milo Hay 
consisting of 30 bushel Milo. 
Net wrapped. Round bales. 
580-430-5801. Alva

Hay For Sale
4x6 Horse quality native 
grass & 4x6 Burmuda/
Crabgrass round bales. 
Delivery is available. Call 
580-542-8559 or 580-626-
4582 or   580-626-4583

For Sale
Quality Cover Crop 
Hay consisting of Sweet 
Sudan Feed, Millet, peas 
and beans. net wrapped. 
Round bales. 580-430-
5801. Alva

Miscellaneous
Looking for Someone

to work on chainsaw. 580-
732-7181

Wanting to Buy
Used gas dryer. 580-732-
7181

Real Estate
House for sale

3 bedroom, 1.5 bath, 
2,000 sq. ft. 24’x30’ tv/
game room, new kitchen 
cabinets and countertops. 
$144,999.405-626-6906
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ALVA STATE
BANK &

TRUST COMPANY

Specialists in
Agriculture Lending

We’ve Served You
100 Years!

VENDETTI
PLUMBING & DRAIN     
Call us today and let us take care of  
ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS!

 
    

580-871-2223
OK LIC# 071167

PROUDLY SERVING NORTHWEST
OKLAHOMA SINCE 2005

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office logs

Tuesday, February 12, 2019
8:06 a.m. Report of a woman having trouble breathing, possibly 
has pneumonia. Woman transported to Bass Hospital in Enid. 
8:45 a.m. Caller requesting welfare check in Carmen. Said the 
occupant hasn’t answered several times she has tried to deliver 
meals. She reached the man by telephone, and he said he was too 
weak to answer the door. 
9:42 a.m. Caller wanting to talk to someone about a fire prevention 
program. 
12:36 p.m. Report of aggressive dog.
1:34 p.m. Request for a welfare check for a woman who has been 
sick and not seen for several days.
1:35 p.m. Controlled burn behind restaurant in Ingersoll.
2:00 p.m. Report of a gas meter struck behind the Bank of 
Kremlin. Gas company notified. 
3:08 p.m. Report of loose cattle on Greer Road. Owner notified. 
3:58 p.m. Report of reckless driver northbound on State Highway 
132.

Wednesday, February 13, 2019
1:36 p.m. Caller reported hearing two loud booms and a flash of 
light behind her. Advised someone went to check and didn’t see 
anything.
2:17 p.m. Caller complaining about her neighbors’ dogs that will 
not stop barking. It’s been a problem for quite a while and she 
would like it to stop.
5:08 p.m. Caller reporting her sister was stranded between 
Cherokee and Burlington on State Highway 58. States she has run 
out of gas and is from out of the area, so she didn’t have anyone 
to call for help. Officer sent to help.
5:34 p.m. City worker called in to advise the road was blocked off 
at Ohio and Washington streets and should reopen the following 
day. 

Thursday, February 14, 2019
8:18 a.m. Controlled burn at County Road 520 and Osage.
11:51 a.m. Caller reporting the lid missing off a mailbox and the 
mail is blowing everywhere. 
1:28 p.m. Funeral procession leaving Helena heading towards 
State Highway 45 and junction with State Highway 8.
2:03 p.m. Caller asking best way to Alva and how long the 
construction will be underway.
3:12 p.m. Controlled burn at County Road 640 and McClain.
5:23 p.m. EMS needed for male with stroke-like symptoms. 
Patient taken to hospital in Enid. 
7:28 p.m. Report of a missing drink.
11:38 p.m. Alarm notice from security company that a burglary 
alarm was sounding. Keyholder not yet contacted. Attempt to 
contact unsuccessful.

Friday, February 15, 2019
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6:28 a.m. Controlled burn of a brush pile behind Carmen City 
Road.
8:46 a.m. Cattle out in Grant County, but owner can’t be 
contacted. Was able to reach the wife who will let her husband 
know. 
9:29 a.m. Caller advised someone has backed into the door at the 
post office and an officer was needed.
1:23 p.m. Report of the flag falling at the post office. 
7:45 p.m. Medical alert of woman falling near her garage. 
Ambulance en route.
8:25 p.m. Caller advises her brother has two pit bulls that the 
owner was looking for and was concerned the owner might think 
her brother took them. She requested an officer go check on the 
situation. 

Saturday, February 16, 2019
9:23 a.m. Report of a 92 year-old woman who fell and can’t get 
up. Has no feeling on one side of her face. Ambulance en route. 
11:11 a.m. Caller reporting she is out of gas on the side of the 
road and has three kids in the car and has no idea where she is. 
Officer dispatched.
4:09 p.m. Report of woman with possible broken jaw. 
5:35 p.m. Report of several cows out running toward the south 
on County Road 640 and State Highway 45. Fence is down and 
owner notified. 
6:40 p.m. Caller asking if there were any reports of a lost labrador 
dog. Dog found near motel in Cherokee. 
6:59 p.m. Report of a maroon SUV driving erratically going 
west on Highway 11. 
10:06 p.m. Report of a partial vehicle rollover due to a slick spot 
on road. 

Sunday, February 17, 2019
3:17 a.m. Caller said dogs were sniffing and growling at a door 
that was closed when he went to bed but is now open. He thought 
maybe someone was inside and requested someone come check 
it out.
2:15 p.m. Caller said he received a call about someone freezing 
his social security. He said that he was going to kill him if he 
didn’t give him the information. 
9:07 p.m. Caller needs help unlocking her car in Cherokee. 
8:08 p.m. Ambulance requested for 36 year-old with asthma. 
First responders sent. 

Monday, February 18, 2019
7:35 a.m. Ambulance needed for a 75 year-old that is taking 
chemo meds and needs to go to Mercy. EMS en route. 
8:31 a.m. Report of a break in at a well location. Tool chest is 
missing some tools. 
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Community Calendar
Wednesday

9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-
izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is open 
for games and other activities. Exercise 
is scheduled each day at 11 a.m. Trans-
portation provided upon request.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is open 
for games and other activities. Exercise 

is scheduled each day at 11 a.m. Trans-
portation provided upon request.

Noon Alva Rotary Club meets at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

1:30 P.M. Woods County Retired 
Educators will meet in the Alva Plub-
lic Library Auditorium. An elevator is 
available. Regina Wilson, Director of 
Nursing at Share Medical Center, will 
present the program on telemedicine and 
stroke symptoms. Refreshments will be 
served.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Thursday.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in 
Alva every Monday and Thursday.

8:15 p.m. Narcotics Anonymous will 
meet at 1027 8th (Wesley House) in 
Alva.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday. For information or arranged 
tours, call 580-327-2030.

www.murrowrealestateandauction.com
www.murrowlandandhome.com

REAL ESTATE
& AUCTIONMURROW

580-327-1998

Feb. 11, 2019
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on Falcon Road.
Deputy Miller removed debris from 

roadway on 281.
Deputy Maze responded to road 

hazard call on 160.
Sgt. Paasch responded to a theft call 

in Medicine Lodge.
Feb. 13, 2019

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call on Bobwhite Drive.

Sheriff Small transported an inmate.
Sgt. Paasch provided backup to 

Medicine Lodge Police Department for a 
theft call.

Feb. 14, 2019
Medicine Lodge Rural Fire and 

Deputy Miller responded to a vehicle fire 
on 160.

Deputy Woods provided back up for 
Medicine Lodge Police Department for a 
suspicious persons call.

Deputy Woods responded to a reckless 
driving call on Bluestem.

Feb. 15, 2019
Deputy Woods responded to 

suspicious activity at the bus barn.
Kiowa EMS transported a patient to 

St. Francis.
Deputy Woods responded to a custody 

dispute in Hardtner.

Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 
call in Isabel.

Deputy Woods responded to a 
telephone scam call.

Deputy Woods responded toa 
suspicious vehicle call in Hazelton.

Deputy Woods provided backup to 
Medicine Lodge Police Department for a 
domestic dispute.

Feb. 16, 2019
Kiowa Fire, Police and EMS as well 

as Deputy Rogers responded to a rollover 
accident on K8.

Deputy Rogers responded to a 
disabled vehicle on K2.

Feb. 17, 2019
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on Walnut.
Medicine Lodge Rural Fire, Union 

Chapel Fire, and Deputy Maze responded 
to a grass fire call on Union Chapel Road.

During the week, officers received 
seven reports of cattle out, performed 
one public assist and assisted four other 
agencies.

Barber County Sheriff’s Office log
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Hazelton. Phase II will replace about 
one-third of Kiowa’s water distribution 
system. Kiowa’s around 100 year-
old system was described as sub-par 
at a previous special meeting with 
engineers and other experts. 

Police Investigate Theft at City’s 
Old Brick Shop Building and More

Leone’s report included a theft 
at the city’s old brick building and 
electric shop. This happened sometime 
over the weekend of February 1-4. 
Estimates are a loss of $15,000 to 
$20,000.  Police Chief Houston said 
that valuable wire, hardware and tools 
were stolen. 

When asked for an update Monday, 
Houston said they’ve put information 
on the online scrapmetaltheft.org site.  
This detects stolen scrap metal that is 
attempted to be sold within a 200 mile 
radius the chief said. 

The council voted to purchase two 
40-foot containers for the city shop.

Monday the chief commented 
about a car stolen from the Kiowa 
District Hospital parking lot at 2:45 
Friday afternoon. The car is owned 
by employee Chris Coggins who was 
at work at KDH at the time. The chief 
said someone saw a man and a woman 
walking south toward the parking lot 
but thought nothing of it. 

The owner of the 1998 white Saturn 
Vue said the car was unlocked and the 
keys were in the ignition. The vehicle 
was still missing Monday afternoon. 
Chief Houston said he’s put the theft 
on the national data base NCIC. 

Chief Houston told council he 
would like to discuss hiring a third full 
time officer which would give the KPD 
seven day coverage. He said Michael 
Simpson is part-time certified  and is 

From Page 24 Kiowa

New Kiowa City Councilmember Brent Shaffer takes the oath of office from City 
Clerk Trish Brewer. Photo by Yvonne Miller

not a paid employee. Simpson likes to 
help when he can but is spread really 
thin and can’t commit to being on the 
schedule. Molz said, “We (the city) 
can’t afford 24 hour coverage.”

The chief said the KPD is back-up 
for the county as they are short-staffed. 
Houston said he could potentially be 
out for 24 hours. The council agreed to 
research the subject further and put it 
on a future agenda.

The chief presented council with 
a written report of monthly activity 
which included 22 traffic stops; seven 
VIN inspections; Two burglary reports 
with over $1500 stolen from property 
(1 residential, 1 commercial); One 
juvenile drug case – felony multiple 
charges filed with county attorney; 
one adult drug case; possession with 
intent to distribute – felony – filed with 
county attorney; one discharge of a 
crossbow in the city limits with cruelty 
to animal (a cat) – filed municipal. 

Other Kiowa City Business 
A designated Burn Time for within 

the city limits was set for March 11-31. 
As mayor, Watson was approved as 

the city’s alternate to the EMP3 Board 
of Directors (for utilities).

To set a standard when allowing 
access to the public right-of-way, council 
approved Ordinance No. 18-456.

Brewer said the Redland 
Veterinarian Clinic at Medicine 
Lodge wants to set up a day in Kiowa 
this spring to offer a discount on 
vaccinations for pets. The city can 
issue animal tags at the same time. The 
date will be announced. 

Johnson gave an update on ongoing 
street projects. He and council 
discussed marking the angle of parking 
stalls on Main Street to avoid accident 
risk and to meet ADA requirements. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
council held an executive session with 
no action taken afterward. 
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