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By Yvonne Miller
March has arrived and that means 

the Kiowa District Hospital (KDH) new 
Therapy and Wellness addition is almost 
finished. CEO Janell Goodno told the 
board at the February 23 meeting that 
the addition is to be finished before the 
end of March. In fact, she said they plan 
to move in to the new addition on March 
26 and open on March 29.

The board approved a resolution 
authorizing sale of revenue bonds for the 
$900,000 USDA loans. KDH can save 
another quarter of a percent on interest 
if they can close the loan before the end 
of March. 

All members of the board attended 
the meeting including: President Pat 
Myers, Jeff Miller, Jim Parker and 

Although there re still lots of little things to do, the new 2000-square-foot physi-
cal therapy gym at the Kiowa District Hospital is almost finished and is to open 
March 29. The ceiling and tall windows (you can’t see in) make the room invit-
ing. Photo by Yvonne Miller 

KDH considers opening daycare, 
to open new addition March 29

Chantae Simpson. CEO/CFO Janell 
Goodno sat at the board table. Other 
KDH personnel attending were: 
Business Office Manager Tara Girty, 
Hospital DON Robyn Whitaker, Clinic 
Manager Lacey Volker, and Foundation 
President Judy Schrock.

CEO Says Waiting List Warrants 
More Daycare

Goodno told the board she is excited 
that South Barber USD #255 is putting in 
a daycare in the new storm shelter/multi-
purpose room. “I’m working with the 
school and Dr. Miller (superintendent), 
but we still have an extensive waiting 
list.” 

A survey shows the need just for 
hospital employees’ children that there 
are 25 to 30 children in need of daycare. 
USD #255s daycare is limited to about 
12 children, based on a formula of ages. 
The KDH daycare would be considered 
home-based and could take 18-20 kids. 
Goodno said since KDH is a Critical 
Access Hospital (CAH), they could 
put the daycare on the cost report as an 
employee benefit. That means they can 
get an 80 percent reimbursement on 
their daycare investment. Goodno said 

they would discuss the subject further in 
executive session. 

KDH Financials and Statistics for 
Hospital and Manors

“It was a good month,” Goodno said 
of January 2021 at the hospital. There 
were 22 admissions and 114 total days 
of care of which 47 days were acute 
and 67 days were swingbed. Outpatient 
visits totaled 650. Topping those were: 
Lab visits, 355; X-ray, 71; Physical 
Therapy, 62; Treatment Room, 55. Total 
clinic visits were 410.

For the hospital, total contractual 
adjustments were $17,387 with the 
340B (drug discount program) revenue 
increased at $36,398. Added to total 
gross patient revenue of $499,077, the 
hospital’s total operating revenue was 
$552,862. Expenses totaled $632,760. 
This made a loss from operations of 
$79,898. Tax revenue of $60,272 was 
added.

Additionally, The Friends of the 
Hospital and Manor Foundation 
made their transfer of $526,138 to the 

 See Kiowa Page 13

Shannon Canaday is the newly hired 
comptroller at KDH and works along-
side KDH CEO/CFO Janell Goodno. 
Photo by Yvonne Miller
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Lots of comments on political cartoons
By Marione Martin

Last week’s column about canceling 
our syndicated political cartoons in 
the Alva Review-Courier drew a lot 

of comments. I was 
stopped by people in 
stores who said they 
were unhappy with 
those cartoons, too. 
One lady came into 
the office specifically 
to express her 
appreciation. 
She also had a 
recommendation of 
where I might find 

more acceptable political cartoons. 
The “last straw” cartoon for me was 

one from a liberal slant about Rush 
Limbaugh after his death. Most people 
I talked to considered it in poor taste. 

On Friday, I received a column about 
Limbaugh from Roger Ringer who 
writes for a rural Kansas publication. 
He wrote about Limbaugh’s influence 
and character. Here’s a part of that 
column relevant to the discussion on 
political cartoons:

“What disappoints me is the fact 
that Rush was a believer and probably 
turned a cheek more often than most 
Christians. When Rush passed away 
I have never seen more so called 
Christians take so much delight in the 
death of a fellow human being. Most 
grandmothers would wash their kids’ 
mouths out with soap for what they 
have spewed out about his passing.

“Like him, love him or hate him, 
Rush made a difference and that is 

something that many will never achieve 
in this life.”

Then there was the comment from a 
Waynoka resident who said he assumed 
by posting a liberal cartoon and a 
conservative column that the paper was 
trying to be neutral. He was the only 
one who said he thought the Limbaugh 
cartoon was on target. 

Actually, we weren’t given much 
choice when we subscribed to the 
political cartoon service. We would 
have preferred a more balanced choice 
of liberal, conservative and moderate. 

Our Sunday columnist Jim Scribner 
came in for his share of criticism 
this past week. He’d been making 
comments and jokes about Trump in 
his column. After the inauguration, 
Scribner offered some jokes about 
Biden. That didn’t go over so well with 
some of his followers.

Then we received this letter from 
Jack Fisher of Alva:

“There is a political cartoon from 
long ago that featured a little guy in 
the corner of the cartoon whose name 
was John Q. Public. He was a short guy 
wearing a tie and a hat and glasses. The 
cartoon series would usually show big 
government or big business victimizing 
Mr. Public.  Sometimes I would look at 
that one but the others I would avoid. 
When I was just barely old enough to 
read, I realized that John Q Public was 
me.

“I am going to sneak in a free thank 
you note for your idea to drop the 
big three-column political cartoons, 
especially the one showing hate for 

Rush Limbaugh. I remember when 
Rush was diagnosed with cancer, there 
were people in D.C. cheering and 
celebrating about it. Since he passed 
away, there have been some even more 
horrible comments and drawings about 
his death showing up on the internet. I 
am really happy not to see another one 
along that line. 

“When Rush had a TV show I 
would watch it because he would reveal 
something that was happening to John 
Q. Public. Then he moved to radio for 
several years and John Q. Public was 
able to call in to his show.  

“With him gone there is no longer 
anyone nationally speaking for John Q. 
Public.”

The reference to John Q. Public sent 
me searching the internet. I learned that 
John Q. Public was born in 1922. The 
editorial cartoonist Vaughn Shoemaker 
invoked him for the Chicago Daily 
News to satirize how “taxes and stupid 
officials” made life hard on the average 
American.

Jim Lange, the editorial cartoonist 
for The Oklahoman for 58 years, was 
closely identified with a version of the 
John Q. Public character he sometimes 
called “Mr. Voter.”

I’m going to wait a bit and see how 
not having a cartoon on the opinion 
page works out. Eventually, we may 
add one back but it won’t be from the 
same syndicated service. Incidentally, 
during all this discussion I learned the 
term “political cartoons” is no longer 
used. The current term is “editorial 
cartoons.” 



March 3, 2021                                 Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram                                           Page 5



March 3, 2021 Page 6Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Marione Martin
“Overall it’s a good report,” concluded 

Pat Carroll, of Chas W. Carroll PA, about 
the 2019-2020 audit for Alva Public 
Schools. He spoke via Zoom to the Alva 
Board of Education during Monday’s 
meeting. 

Board members were provided with 
a written copy of the audit before the 
meeting so they could study it. Carroll 
gave a quick overview of each section of 
the report. He said there were no material 
misstatements. Only one deficiency was 
mentioned which Carroll described as a 
coding error.

He said the accounting for the activity 
funds was “much improved” over last 
year. On the previous audit, there were 
problems involving activity revenue not 
being deposited the day it was received. 
There were also issues last year with 
requisitions not being obtained before 
purchases were made.

Carroll was also complimentary of the 
cooperation of the school staff. “Every 
time we’ve talked to the people there, 
they’ve been receptive,” he said.

Board members present for the 
meeting were Jane McDermott, Tiffany 
Slater, Karen Koehn, Larry Parker and 
Shane Hansen.

Superintendent’s Report
Superintendent Tim Argo reported 

one resignation and two retirements 
among the staff. Lisa Vermillion, the high 

school attendance clerk, is resigning to 
take another job. Pam Gale, who serves as 
middle school attendance clerk, will split 
her time between the two schools.

Steve Gale is retiring after 36 years 
of teaching with the Alva school system. 
“We appreciate his dedication to our 
district and our students,” said Argo.

Kindergarten teacher Georgianna 
Gagnon is also retiring. She was worked 
for the Alva schools for 21 years. “We 
are very thankful for her service,” the 
superintendent said. “As a parent who 
has had her teach my kids, she’s just an 
outstanding person, and she will be dearly 
missed.”

Argo told the board to watch the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 
Facebook page Thursday, March 4, at 10 
a.m. for the announcement of the Teacher 
of the Year. Washington School teacher 
Krista Starbuck is a finalist.

There are many bills involving 
education being considered in the 
legislature. Argo told the board that two, 
one in the House and one in the Senate, 
deal with student transfers. “The appeal 
process with these transfers in many of 
these bills, and these two in particular, 
take these to the state board of education. 
We feel like local control is very important 
and the senate bill looks at school setting 
capacity to determine whether or not they 
accept transfers. All of these take effect 
next school year.” 

Argo expressed concern about House 
Bill 2078 which would change the 
funding formula from three years to one 
year. “The reason why our administrative 
group is opposed to this bill is three-year 
funding allows us time to plan and budget. 
Enrollment, as we know, fluctuates. And 
we’ve seen lots of fluctuation with Covid. 
So moving that to one year really makes 
administration hard-pressed to make 
budget decisions. That bill is moving 
along. It has cleared the House and is 
moving toward the Senate. There’s a lot 
of concern.

“In the budgeting decisions of the 
district, it’s important that we have some 
leeway to plan for the future. Limiting or 
reducing that amount to one year is going 
to make it very difficult for us.”

Dropout Report
“I’m happy to report we had zero 

dropouts for the ’19-’20 academic year 
nor have we had any for this school year,” 
High School Principal Cory Smith told the 
board. A student who either graduates or 
enrolls in another school is not considered 
a dropout. The state follows a “cohort” or 
class for five years and if a school can’t 
show a student has enrolled elsewhere, it 
counts against the school’s annual report 
card grade.

Smith said if a student transfers to 
another school in Oklahoma, it’s no 
problem. The difficulty comes if the 
student goes to school in another state 
or they enroll in a GED school, “That’s 
when we have to do research and provide 
that documentation to the state,” he said. 
So far ten students have been removed 
from the dropout list by office staff (Terry 
Smithey and Lisa Vermillion) reaching 
out to people they know to find out where 
the students went.

When the documentation is uploaded 
to the state, those students are removed 
from the dropout list which helps Alva’s 
report card in the long run. “That’s 
something we’re going to keep doing,” 
said Smith.

Extra Duty Assignments
Argo reported revisions to the extra 

duty assignments. Brandon Ellis who has 
been an assistant football coach at the 

Alva Public Schools receive 
good report on audit

 See Alva Page 34
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Obituaries
RON ALLISON

Ron was born on August 20, 1943, 
to Otis Allison and Erma Oakley Allison 

in Cherokee, 
Oklahoma, and 
passed from this 
life on February 
27, 2021, in Alva. 
Ron graduated from 
Cherokee High 
School with the 
class of 1961. He 
attended Oklahoma 
State University 

and Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University. He joined the National 
Guard in 1965. 

Ron married Linda Goode in 1964 
and to this union Kevin and Donelle were 
born. Ron then married Judy Stairs in 
1975 and were married for 45 years. Ron 
gained a son, Rod, and to this union two 
more children were born, TJ and Brandi. 

Ron was a hard working farmer and 
rancher in the Cherokee area, even raising 
sheep with the Wiebeners for a few years. 
Ron loved team roping and was one of the 
original members of the Cherokee Round 
Up Club. He supported his children and 
grandchildren in all of their activities, and 
could be heard helping the referees make 
sure they made the right call. He had a 
special bond for all of his dogs, especially 
Lucy. Ron was a fun-loving guy. He 
worked hard and played hard. Ron was a 
lifelong member of the Cherokee United 
Methodist Church. 

Those who preceded Ron in death 

include his parents; his sister, Colleen 
Harris; and his son, TJ Allison.

Survivors include his wife, Judy; his 
children, Donelle Wiechman and husband 
Mike, Kevin Allison and wife Angela, 
Rod Jantz and wife Stephanie, Brandi 
Crenshaw and husband Aaron; daughter-
in-law, Nicole Allison; 15 grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren.

Service for Ron will be Wednesday, 
March 3, 2021, at 2 p.m. at the Exhibit 
Building at Alfalfa County Fairgrounds 
with burial at Cherokee Municipal 
Cemetery. Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home Inc. of Cherokee. Online 
condolences may be made at www.
lanmanmemorials.com.

Memorials may be given to Cherokee 
United Methodist Church New Building 
Fund through the funeral home or the 
Allison Family Love Fund at Gateway 
Bank.

GREG MILLER
Greg Miller of Kiowa, Kansas, was 

born February 3, 1951, in Hardtner, 
Kansas, the son 
of Mary Kaiser 
Miller and Leonard 
T. “Bub” Miller. 
He passed away 
February 9, 2021, at 
the Kiowa District 
Hospital at the age of 
70 years and 6 days. 

Celebration of 
Life service for 

Greg will be Saturday, March 6, 2021, 
at 11 a.m. at Kiowa United Methodist 
Church. Arrangements are by Lanman 
Funeral Home, Inc. of Kiowa, Kansas. 
A full obituary is viewable at www.
lanmanmemorials.com or on Facebook – 
Lanman Funeral Home Inc. 

Memorials may be made to South 
Barber FFA or Barber County Fair 
through Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of 
Kiowa, Kansas. 

DAWN MARIE (KOHLMAN) 
WILLIAMS

Dawn was born on November 1, 
1969, in Sheyboygan, Wisconsin, to 

Bernice (Pfeifer) 
Kohlman and Rich-
ard L. Kohlman and 
passed away after a 
long and hard fight 
with complications 
of congestive heart 
failure in Edmond 
Bass Integris in Ed-
mond, Oklahoma, 
on February 18, 

2021.
She graduated from East High School 

in Appleton, Wisconsin, and pursued an 
elementary education degree at the Uni-
versity of Northern Arizona. 

In 1992, she married Ronnie E. Wil-
liams of Big Sandy, Montana, and from 
this marriage she had two children, Jaida 
Renee Williams, of Alva, Oklahoma, 
and Sierra Whisper Williams, of Daco-
ma, Oklahoma.

Dawn was a beloved daughter, and 
a beloved sister to her brother Todd 
Kohlman. She was a wonderful, kind, 
compassionate, and full of life person. 
She was loved by all who knew her.

Her greatest moments were spent 
with her daughters and husband. She 
will be missed greatly by her daughters, 
husband, and countless friends and 
family members.

A private family viewing was held 
in Edmond, Oklahoma, and she was 
cremated as wished.
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By Marione Martin
First there was the land. It was a land of 

gypsum hills, red cliffs and underground 
caverns, a land of dust and wind and 
violent storms. Cowboys from the south 
push their cattle through to railyards in 
Kansas. Indians roam the area picking off 
unwary travelers. Settlers from the east 
gather for the opening of the Cherokee 
Outlet.

Time and Again is the latest historical 
novel published by Woods County au-
thor Sheldon Russell.

Building a life in northwest Oklahoma
Sheldon Russell’s latest historical novel

The sweet cool water of an artesian 
spring draws people to a canyon. A nearby 
cave offers temporary shelter. A handful 
of intrepid women seek out the canyon, 
hoping to establish a community limited 
to females. A young man drifts through 
looking for a place to belong. 

In his latest book, Woods County 
author Sheldon Russell tells the history of 
northwest Oklahoma through the eyes of 
Raven, Ruth, Marco, Lou, Deputy McVey 
and Logan. “Time and Again” follows the 
lives of the inhabitants of Spring Canyon 
where hard work can pay off in prosperity, 
only to be wiped out by severe weather. 

From the opening of the Cherokee 
Outlet, through World War I and II, an 
economic depression, epic dust storms, a 
massive tornado and the discovery of oil, 
the people of Spring Canyon experience 
the historical events of the region. In their 
personal interactions, they also find love, 
betrayal, conflict, violence and fulfilment. 

It’s obvious that Russell knows the 
history of the area and understands the 
character of its inhabitants. He also has an 
eye for the beauty found in the sometimes 
harsh landscape. Familiar landmarks in 
the story like the nearby community of 
Woodward, the Cimarron River and the 
salt flats give clues to the story’s location.

An entertaining historical tale by an 
award-winning author, “Time and Again” 
by Sheldon Russell is available in Alva 
at the Graceful Arts Gallery. It may also 
be found online at SunburyPress.com or 
Amazon.com.

Russell is a former public school 
teacher who retired as a professor emeritus 
from the University of Central Oklahoma 
in 2000. He and his wife Nancy, a well-
known artist, now live in Woods County 
near Waynoka. 

His first novel, “Empire,” was 
published in 1993. Since then he has 
written a number of books and won 
several awards. In addition to his stand 
alone titles, he is known for the Hook 
Runyon mystery series. The fifth in that 
series, “The Bridge Troll Murders,” 
received the 2018 Oklahoma Book Award 
in Fiction.

Jozlin Campbell, seventh grader, 
was chosen as the January Student of 

the Month at Aline 
Cleo High School.

She thinks her 
school is unique 
in the way it is set 
up. 

Her school 
philosophy is “to 
manage straight 
As throughout 
the rest of school 
to get into Keiser 

University at Fort Lauderdale, Florida.”
Jozlin is inspired by her friend Theo. 

Her favorite activity is thinking. Her 
favorite quote is, “To have felt too much 
is to end in feeling nothing” – Dorothy 
Thompson. 

Jozlin is the daughter of Kayla 
Campbell of Aline. 

Aline-Cleo 
January 
Student of 
the Month
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By Senator Roland Pederson 
Recovery from February’s historic 

winter storm has begun, and the Senate 
is focused on finding 
solutions to the 
high energy prices 
many may be facing 
after the brutal 
temperatures. 

Senate and 
House leadership, 
the governor, 
attorney general, 

Corporation Commission and other 
state leaders announced they will look 
into the skyrocketing energy prices 
across Oklahoma due to the storm. The 
Secretary of Energy shared that most 
customers of the major utility and natural 
gas customers across the state shouldn’t 
see extremely high hikes in their bills like 
what’s been seen in Texas, but bills still 
could be higher based on increased energy 
consumption during the cold snap. 

Rate-regulated energy companies, like 
OG&E, PSO and ONG, are working with 
the Corporation Commission to spread 
these increased costs over a long period of 
time to decrease the burden on customers 
in a single billing period. I’m grateful 
many of our electric and gas companies 
are working to limit the burden placed 
on Oklahomans after this unprecedented 
storm.

In the Senate, the Pro Tem has 
announced a select committee to look into 
issues spurred by the storm, like increased 

utility rates, the state of our electric grid 
and our preparedness for winter weather 
events. We want to take the necessary 
steps now to ensure something like this 
doesn’t happen again. 

We completed our committee work, 
with the exception of Appropriations, of 
which I am a member, this past week and 
now work towards our March 11 deadline 
to hear all of the approved Senate bills thus 
far on the floor. I’m proud to share that 
each of my bills that received a committee 
hearing were approved. I’ll keep you 
updated on the measures I’ve authored as 
they move through the process. 

I received many calls from constituents 
asking me to support the Second 
Amendment Sanctuary Act, and I’m proud 
to share that I’ve signed on as a co-author 
of the bill. Senate Bill 631 passed out of 
the Public Safety Committee last week 
and would make Oklahoma a Second 
Amendment sanctuary state, meaning 
any future federally passed restrictive gun 
laws would not be applicable in our state. 
The Second Amendment makes it clear 
that citizens have the right to bear arms, 
and I’m a proud supporter of this right. I 
look forward to this measure being heard 
on the Senate floor and am very hopeful it 
will make it all the way to the governor’s 
desk for his signature. 

Finally, I’d like to remind you all to 
give blood if you are able. Our state has 
already struggled with low blood supply 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but this 
issue was further magnified during the 

winter storm when people were unable 
to donate due to hazardous conditions. 
The Oklahoma Blood Institute recently 
announced changes to donor eligibility 
requirements to allow more people to give 
blood. You can find the new requirements 
at www.obi.org. There are several blood 
drives already scheduled in Enid in early 
March – you can also find those listings 
online.

Thank you for allowing me to serve 
as your state Senator. Please feel free to 
reach out if there is anything we can help 
you with. You can contact me at 405-521-
5630 or via email at Roland.Pederson@
oksenate.gov. 

Senate Review

Senate bills to be heard by March 11

By Yvonne Miller
It’s official. Plans are underway to 

build a Family Dollar/Dollar Tree hybrid 
store in Kiowa, Kansas. This was revealed 
at a Kiowa City Council Public Hearing 
Monday night. 

Kiowa businessman and chairman of 
Kiowa’s economic development board 
Jeff Bryan attended the hearing as did Levi 
Bond with Iron Horse Development of 
Wichita, Kansas. Bond presented a drawing 
of the store and location that will be built 
on the north end of Kiowa along 7th Street 
(Kansas Highway 2). The new business 
will be constructed directly north of D&W 
Automotive, which is along Hardtner 
Street. The drawing was done by Kaw 
Valley Engineering of Wichita. 

Bond requested the property be rezoned 
from residential to commercial by the 
council. Mayor Bill Watson said the council 
was acting like a planning commission at this 
hearing. After hearing the plan, the council 
voted unanimously to approve the rezoning 
request. Then this recommendation will be 

Family Dollar/
Dollar Tree
hybrid store 
coming to Kiowa

 See Store Page 33
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By State Rep. Carl Newton 
The House of Representatives 

finished hearing bills in committee this 
past week. The next 
two weeks will be 
devoted to hearing 
bills on the House 
floor. 

Of the 1,987 
House bills and 
joint resolutions 
introduced this year, 
only 503, or 25%, 

made it through the committee process. 
This compares to 494 measures that 
passed in committee in 2020 out of 
1,378 filed, equaling 36%; and 450 of 
1,756 in 2019 – 26%. 

Some of the measures never made it 
to committee. Others received a do-not-
pass recommendation – or too many no 
votes – to advance from committee. 

Interestingly, committee votes are 
much different than floor votes. You are 
able to use a committee vote to send 
many different messages. For instance, 
a no vote in committee could force a 
bill’s author to come and talk to me to 
find out my reasoning. A no vote might 

make the bill’s author see the need to 
amend the bill to make it more amenable 
for my constituents. Of course, a no vote 
might simply be a way to express strong 
objection to a bill. No votes also alert 
legislative leaders that there might be 
problems or concerns with a particular 
piece of legislation. In recent years, I 
have received calls from the governor 
trying to find out why I was in opposition 
to a bill before he signed it into law. 

Not all bills that pass in committee 
will be heard on the House floor. The 
majority floor leader and the speaker 
of the House have the ultimate say 
over which bills will be voted on by 
the entire House. The floor leader’s 
team scrutinizes each bill. If there are 
duplicate measures seeking the same 
outcome, for instance, they might work 
with the various authors to combine the 
needed legislation into one bill instead 
of multiple ones. Sometimes there’s 
unintended consequences a bill’s author 
didn’t contemplate. The floor leader’s 
team might ask for an amendment on 
the bill when it comes to floor or might 
suggest an author hold the bill for study 
during the interim. 

As I stated before, the next two weeks 
will be devoted to hearing numerous 
bills in the House. March 11 is the 
deadline by which our bills have to pass 
to advance to the Senate and vice versa. 
After that, we’ll begin hearing Senate 
bills in our House committees. 

This year, I am chair of the House 
Appropriations & Budget Natural 
Resources and Regulatory Services 
Subcommittee as well as a member 
of the overall House Appropriations 
and Budget Committee, Judiciary-
Civil Committee and Public Health 
Committee. I’m also the chair of the 
State and Federal Redistricting for 
Northwest Oklahoma Subcommittee 
and a member of the State and Federal 
Redistricting Committee. 

We have much work to do before our 
legislative session concludes, but we’re 
at least a fourth of the way toward the 
finish line. 

As always, please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions. 
You may reach me by email at carl.
newton@okhouse.gov, or phone me at 
405-557-7339. May God Bless you and 
the State of Oklahoma.

Carl’s Capitol Comments 

Bills move from committee to the House floor

By Stacy Sanborn
Alfalfa County commissioners 

Marvin Woodall, Jay Hague and Mike 
Roach convened for their regular 
Monday morning meeting this week. As 
usual, the men signed the last meeting 
minutes, the maintenance and operation 
payment warrants, blanket purchase 
orders, and the monthly officer reports. 
Other approvals were the Court Clerk 
Records Management and Preservation 
monthly report and monthly highway 
expenditures, appropriations, and 
alcohol beverage tax. There were no 

road-crossing permits this week.
A disaster emergency proclamation 

was made. That proclamation states Feb. 
8-20, 2021, Alfalfa County experienced 
a significant weather event that caused 
considerable damage to public and 
private properties. Immediate attention 
is required to protect public health, 
reduce further damage, ensure public 
safety, and render emergency relief.

The Board of County Commissioners 
of Alfalfa County, Oklahoma, found 
that the conditions mentioned above 
constitute a threat to the safety and welfare 

of the county, creating an emergency 
disaster within the meaning of Section 
683.3 of the Oklahoma Emergency Act 
of 2003, as amended; the BOCC acting 
under the power vested in them thereby 
declared Alfalfa County a disaster area, 
entitled to aid, relief, and assistance, 
thus directing the implementation of the 
County Emergency Operations Plan.

After they made that declaration, 
the commissioners approved Robert 
Kimminau as a technical support backup 
for the courthouse’s heating/air systems. 
Then, the men signed a private property 
access easement for District 3 on SE¼ of 
21-25-9 to remove trees from the right-
of-way and place them on farmer’s land.

The officials went on the make some 
declarations of surplus. One was for 

Emergency disaster proclamation 
made for Alfalfa County

 See Emergency  Page 32
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By Yvonne Miller
“I’m literally living the dream,” 

Peyton Yandel said of owning his 
own gym and surviving despite Covid 
restrictions. What’s his secret? Building 
on a foundation of relationships, 
dedication and hard work. 

“I wake up at 4:30 in the morning 
and come to the gym,” he said. He’s 
usually there till about 7 p.m. “It’s a 

South Barber High School graduate 
Peyton Yandel tells of how he and his 
gym Impulse Fitness survived Covid 
closure. The No. 1 best client at his 
gym is Yandel’s beloved dog Doug. 

Even Covid couldn’t crumble Yandel’s dream
long day, but I get to do what I love and 
the majority of people can’t necessarily 
say that.”

A 2015 graduate of South Barber 
High School in Kiowa, Kansas, Yandel 
was a top athlete even as a young kid 
and had aspirations of playing college 
football. That is until he broke his ankle 
as a junior and then tore his ACL as a 
senior. 

Those injuries didn’t stop his spirit 
or drive to excel and be fit or to fulfill 
his dream of 10 years to open a gym. 
Pursuing higher education at Butler 
Community College and WSU his 
study was exercise science. Living 
in Wichita he worked at a gym, built 
lasting relationships and ventured out 
on his own. He opened Impulse Fitness 
in January 2020 at Park City, never 
dreaming he’d be forced to close down 
for two months after only being open 
two months. 

But he was determined to succeed. 
He offered daily group workouts 
through a Facebook group. Featured 
recently in the Park City Post as 
“survival of the fittest,” Yandel said, 
“I’m extremely thankful because 95 
percent of my members at the time paid 
me for two months out of their own 
pocket. It’s basically what allowed me 
to keep my doors open.”

In this Covid world, Yandel said he 
spends so much of his time cleaning the 
gym. “We have tons of hand sanitizer 
everywhere. It’s what we have to do to 
stay open!”

Yandel does personal workups for 
his clients. He is into nutrition and also 

promotes it to his clients. “I help people 
get their diets in check.” Since 2016 
he’s worked part time at Supplement 
World.

He’s built his clientele to 260 
members and it’s still growing. “I’ve 
built great relationships and friendships 
with my members. It makes them want 
to come back. I love the relationships I 
have. I’ve yet to get tired of doing it.” 
His members are a mixture of guys and 
girls typically age 20 to 35. 

However, his parents and other 
family and friends of various ages also 
like to work out in his gym. Yandel 
thanks his family “for literally sticking 
their neck out for me.” His mom Marlo 
Rugg and step-dad Alex Rugg reside in 
Park City. He credits Alex for initially 
getting him interested in fitness and 
for his continued motivation. He also 
thanks his dad Mike Yandel of Park City 
for his support. His proud grandparents 
Mario and Delores Moreno still reside 
in Kiowa. 

Yandel’s gym is 3700 square feet. He 
describes it as a “small community style 
gym.” It features tread mills, a wide 
range of cardio equipment, different 
bikes, a stairmaster, ellipticals, bar bells 
and 13 different resistance training 
machines, etc. His gym is available 
24-7 to clientele with a key fob system. 

“I can see myself doing this for 
a long time,” Yandel said. “I want 
people to look and feel the best they 
can.” Looking to the future, he said, “I 
want to expand. I’m in talks now with 
the building owner to expand in this 
building. My gym will keep growing.”
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By Ken Miller
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — The 

president of the Oklahoma State Med-
ical Association said Tuesday that he 
is encouraged and happy that the State 
Department of Health will begin using 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention COVID-19 death reports, 
which show about 2,500 more deaths 
in Oklahoma due to the coronavirus 
than the department has reported.

"As physicians we want to make 
sure that these numbers are accurate 
and timely, and certainly one of the 
best ways to look at COVID deaths 
is to look at death certificate informa-
tion," which is prepared by doctors 
and used by the CDC to report deaths, 
said Dr. George Monks.

"I was encouraged by ... our state 
epidemiologist, that he addressed that 
issue, that there was a big discrepan-
cy," Monks said.

State epidemiologist Dr. Jared 

Taylor said Monday the Oklahoma 
Health Department would begin work 
to present the death toll reported by 
the CDC National Center for Health 
Statistics.

"The difference in death counts is 
that the CDC values they are citing are 
derived from death certificates," Tay-
lor said. "OSDH counts are derived 
from people who are first diagnosed 
as COVID positive, then die, and we 
do a full investigation" into the cause 
of the death.

On Tuesday, the Health Depart-
ment reported 4,534 total COVID-19 
deaths since the pandemic began. The 
CDC reported 7,001.

Death certificates from an attend-
ing physician have been the standard 
in understanding the scope and spread 
of any illness, Monks said.

"Maybe if there's a new mutant 
virus that's getting established in the 
state, or if there is a particular part of 

our state or our country where there's 
an increasing number (of deaths) and 
maybe we need to increase mitigation 
efforts," according to Monks.

"We had concerns dating back to 
Dec. 2 when the discrepancy between 
what the State Health Department was 
reporting and the CDC ... the gap was 
358," Monks said.

The seven-day rolling average of 
Oklahoma deaths, compiled by Johns 
Hopkins University, has increased 
from 32 to 39 per day. 

The daily average of new coronavi-
rus cases has declined during the past 
two weeks, from 1,325 to 719 per day 
and Oklahoma is 21st in the nation in 
new cases per capita with 269.23 for 
every 100,000 residents, according to 
the Johns Hopkins data.

The Health Department reported 
111 new cases on Tuesday, for a total 
of 424,999 cases, and that 468 people 
were hospitalized with the virus.

Oklahoma epidemiologist: State 
to use CDC COVID death report

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — A for-
mer employee of the Oklahoma City 
Thunder NBA team is facing federal 
charges for allegedly storming the U.S. 
Capitol on Jan. 6.

Danielle Nicole Doyle, 37, is charged 
in a four-count criminal complaint with 
knowingly entering a restricted build-
ing, knowingly engaging in disorder-
ly conduct in a restricted building and 
two counts of violent entry on Capitol 
grounds.

She was taken into custody by the 
U.S. Marshal's office and made an initial 
appearance last week in federal court in 
Oklahoma City, court records show. A 
judge set her bond at $10,000.

The Thunder confirmed Doyle 
worked for the team as an account man-
ager until December 2020.

One of Doyle's attorneys, Irven Box, 

said the four counts are all misdemean-
ors.

"She's not charged with damaging 
anything in the Capitol or causing harm 
to anyone," Box said. "She's a fabulous 
young lady passionate about politics."

According to an FBI agent's affida-
vit, two of Doyle's former co-workers 
told investigators they recognized her in 
video footage from the Capitol invasion. 
In one surveillance video, Doyle can be 
seen climbing through a Capitol win-
dow, according to the affidavit.

Doyle's charges were first reported 
by The Oklahoman newspaper.

Doyle is the second Oklahoman to 
be charged in the Jan. 6 attack on the 
Capitol by supporters of then-President 
Donald Trump. Andrew Craig Ericson, 
23, of Muskogee was charged in Janu-
ary.

Former Thunder
employee charged in 
US Capitol invasion
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By Joe Mcdonald
BEIJING (AP) — Asian stock mar-

kets were mixed Tuesday after Wall 
Street rose as a wave of investor con-
cern about possible higher interest rates 
receded. 

Market benchmarks in Tokyo, 
Shanghai and Hong Kong declined. 
Seoul and Sydney advanced.

Overnight, Wall Street's benchmark 
S&P 500 index climbed 2.4%, recov-
ering most of its losses from the past 
week.

That came after a selloff in U.S. 
Treasury bonds eased. That helped to 
ease investor concerns the cost of bor-
rowing might rise, putting downward 
pressure on the U.S. economic recovery.

"Bond markets rowed back into 
calmer waters," said Stephen Innes of 
Axi in a report. "Stocks should continue 
to move higher to the beat of the U.S. 
consumer's capacity to spend their way 
out of this recession."

Also Tuesday, Japan reported em-
ployment rose despite a state of emer-
gency to cope with renewed coronavi-
rus outbreaks and South Korea reported 
higher factory output.

The Shanghai Composite Index lost 

0.3% to 3,539.91 and the Nikkei 225 
in Tokyo sank 0.4% to 29,554.75. The 
Hang Seng in Hong Kong lost 0.2% to 
29,405.45.

The Kospi in Seoul advanced 1.6% 
to 3,060.39 after the government re-
ported factory production increased by 
a better-than-forecast 7.5% in January 
over a year earlier, up from December's 
2.5%.

The S&P-ASX 200 in Sydney was 
up less than 0.1% at 6,792.50. New Zea-
land, Singapore and Jakarta also rose.

On Wall Street, the S&P 500 rose to 
3,901.82 in its biggest single-day gain 
since June 5. The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average gained 2% to 31,535.51. 
The Nasdaq composite climbed 3% to 
13,588.83. 

The yield on the 10-year Treasury, or 
the difference between its market price 
and the payout if an investor holds it to 
maturity, fell to 1.43% after reaching 
its highest level in more than a year last 
week.

Stocks turned lower in late Feb-
ruary after a rapid rise in bond yields, 
caused by a fall in their market price, 
fueled concerns about higher infla-
tion. The yield on the 10-year Treasury 

note climbed as high as 1.5%. It was at 
1.41% on Tuesday.

Bond yields influence rates on mort-
gages and other borrowing. 

They have climbed as investors bet 
coronavirus vaccination efforts would 
get economic growth back on track. 
That fueled concerns about inflation and 
prompted investors to move money out 
of bonds and into stocks and other as-
sets that do better when consumer prices 
rise.

Investors are looking for more infor-
mation about the U.S. economic outlook 
when Federal Reserve officials deliver 
speeches this week. Lael Brainard, an 
advocate for looser monetary policies, 
will give a monetary policy speech on 
Tuesday and Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
speaks Thursday. 

Investors are watching Washington 
after the House of Representatives ap-
proved President Joe Biden's $1.9 tril-
lion economic aid package early Satur-
day and sent it to the Senate. It includes 
one-time payments to the public and aid 
to struggling businesses and local gov-
ernments.

Johnson & Johnson rose 0.5% after 
the Food and Drug Administration gave 
approval for the company's coronavirus 
vaccine, one that does not require exten-
sive refrigeration like the ones made by 
Moderna and Pfizer.

In energy markets, benchmark U.S. 
crude fell 93 cents to $59.71 per barrel 
in electronic trading on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange. The contract sank 
86 cents to $60.64 on Monday. Brent 
crude, used to price international oils, 
retreated 92 cents to $62.77 per barrel 
in London. It declined 73 cents the pre-
vious session to $63.69 per barrel.

The dollar declined to 106.77 yen 
from Monday's 106.81 yen. The euro 
fell to $1.2022 from $1.2047.

Asian stocks mixed after Wall St. rises
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By John Hanna And Andy 
Tsubasa Field

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas 
lawmakers moved Tuesday to extend 
protections for businesses from law-
suits over COVID-19, while a prom-
inent critic of Democratic Gov. Laura 
Kelly said the state's vaccine distribu-
tion has improved in recent weeks. 

The Republican-controlled Legis-
lature is considering several measures 
arising out of the pandemic or Demo-
cratic Gov. Laura Kelly's response to 
it. The Senate Judiciary Committee 
approved a bill that would give busi-
nesses an extra year of protection, until 
March 31, 2022, from lawsuits from 
customers or employees who contract 
COVID-19 if those businesses were 
"in substantial compliance" with public 
health orders.

The measure goes next to the Sen-
ate, which also was debating a bill to 
require all of the state's local school 
districts to offer in-person classes to all 
of their students by March 26. Only a 
handful of the state's 286 districts don't 
plan to have a majority of their students 
back in classrooms by then, according 
to State Department of Education data.

The debates over those measures 
and others rewriting the state's emer-
gency management laws come amid 
ongoing COVID-19 inoculations. 
Some Republican legislators contend 
that distribution of vaccines is going 
too slowly, pointing to federal Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
Data ranking Kansas near the bottom 
of states for doses administered per 
100,000 residents.

Kelly and state Department of 

Health and Environment officials con-
tend that reporting issues have led the 
number of doses administered to be 
underreported and the department is 
working to fix that problem. Senate 
President Ty Masterson, an Andover 
Republican, said the distribution had 
been a "colossal disaster" but lawmak-
ers are getting fewer complaints now.

"You can only go up from the bot-
tom," he said. "I think things are at 
least trending in the right direction, but 
I would still contend that's the only di-
rection it could go," he said. 

Legislators last year enacted a law 
to protect health care providers from 
being sued over medical decisions 
they made during the pandemic. They 
also protected adult care homes that 
followed state rules and public health 
directives and manufacturers that pro-
vided personal protective or medical 
equipment. 

But the general protection from law-
suits for stores, restaurants, bars and 
other businesses is due to expire March 
31. Supporters of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee's bill said extending the pro-
tection another year will give lawmak-
ers time to see how many cases arise. 

Eric Stafford, a lobbyist for the 
influential Kansas Chamber of Com-
merce, said the group hasn't heard of 
any cases, but, "If COVID never goes 
away, we would prefer that the liability 
protection never goes away."

Some attorneys and lawmakers 
argued last year that the protections 
provided by the Legislature and could 
shield some bad behavior. Callie Den-
ton, executive director of the Kansas 
Trial Lawyers Association, said the 
dearth of lawsuits shows the protections 
aren't needed.

Meanwhile, the Department of 
Health and Environment continued 
to face scrutiny over the distribution 
of vaccines. A CDC report Tuesday 
ranked Kansas 46 among states for its 
per capital administration of doses, at 

21,609 per 100,000 residents.
The CDC said at least 444,176 Kan-

sas residents have received at least one 
of two required vaccine doses, or 15.2% 
of the state's 2.9 million residents. 

Those numbers are higher than 
figures reported Monday by the state 
health department, but the CDC also 
reports Kansas as receiving more dos-
es. Both put the percentage of doses 
administered at about 72.5%.

"The data files we are getting as of 
last week will help us dig in and find 
out where the discrepancies are hap-
pening between the various (reporting) 
systems," said state health department 
spokeswoman Ashley Jones-Wisner in 
a text to The Associated Press.

Some Republican legislators ques-
tion the department's explanation of 
reporting problems, and Democratic 
state Rep. Louis Ruiz, of Kansas City, 
suggested there have been communi-
cation problems between the state and 
local officials 

But Rep. Rui Xu, a Westwood Dem-
ocrat, sees the problem as a short sup-
ply across the nation. 

"Demand is far outstripping sup-
ply right now," Xu said. "As far as I'm 
aware, we are getting the vaccine out as 
soon as we're getting it, and that's all the 
state can do."

Some GOP lawmakers criticized 
Kelly for closing K-12 school build-
ings in March 2020 until the end of the 
spring semester, and a bill approved 
Monday by the Senate would allow 
only local schools boards to cancel 
in-person classes.

The bill advanced Tuesday in the 
Senate, requiring in-person classes by 
March 26, is Masterson's proposal.

"How many of our children that do 
not do well with distant learning is it ac-
ceptable to leave in the wind?" he said.

According to State Department of 
Education data, only five local districts 
were not planning to have a majority 
of their students returning to in-per-
son classes by that date. After Demo-
crats suggested the bill was an attack 
on local control of schools, Republican 
Sen. Renee Erickson of Wichita asked 
whether Democrats saw it that way 
when Kelly closed all schools last year. 

Kansas lawmakers look to protect 
businesses, debate vaccines
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for a 2016 JD CX 15 Flex-Wing Mower 
(Invoice no. D3 441-317, Serial no. 
1P0CX15ECGD046505) out of District 3. 
The others were for a District 2 1995 Fuel 
Pump Fill-Rite (Invoice no. D-2 412-201, 
Serial no. BU66853) and 2004 Fuel Pump 
Diesel Invoice no. D-2 412-202, Serial 
no. BZ-482.060). The latter two received 
approval on resolutions for their disposal.

The last few agenda items that gained 
signatures were a request to remove a 
project from the Alfalfa County District 1 
CIRB 5-year plan (JP no. 34944, Project 
no. CN 1303 NBI 03649), and a $172.50 
transfer from the County Clerk M& O 
account 0001-1-1000-2005 to the County 
Clerk Travel account 0001-1-1000-1310 

County Clerk Travel for a deputy’s training 
travel expenses. Then, a $946.50 correction 
transfer from the County General Ins/Work 
Comp account 0001-1-2000-1222 to the 
County Clerk Personal Services account 
0001-1-1000-1110 for the county’s portion 
of dependent insurance.

Lastly, the men signed an agreement 
between the Sac & Fox Juvenile Detention 
agreement and Alfalfa County Board of 
Oklahoma Commissioners.

Appropriations
Assessor Revolving $53
Assessor Visual $6.80
Cash EM Grant $2,500
Cash Highway Districts $25,196.28
Cash 911 Sales Tax $11,393.11

County Clerk Preservation $1,282.63
County Clerk $275.63
Court Clerk Rec Management $119.75
Enhanced 911 $6,477.60
General Govt-St $21,909.85
Highway $301,121.86
Highway T-8 $20,075.12
Highway District 1 T-1A $72,093.02
Highway District 1 T-2A $111,482.77
Highway Cash District 2 T-1A $368.33
Highway Cash District 2 T-2A $921.81
Highway Cash District 3 T-2A $13,978.03
Sales Tax Fairgrounds $6,808.27
Sales Tax Health $55,290.04
Sales Tax Health - Aline Fire (FMAG 

Grant) $954.68
Sales Tax Health - Amorita/Byron (FMAG 

Grant) $1,045.27
Sales Tax Health - Burlington Fire (FMAG 

Grant) $209.05
Sales Tax Health - Carmen Responders 

(FMAG Grant) $1,205.54
Sales Tax Health - Helena Responders 

(FMAG Grant) $418.11
Sales Tax Health - Jet Fire $74.74
Sales Tax Health - Jet Fire (FMAG Grant) 

$515.66
Sheriff Cash $6,080.33
Sheriff Revolving $3,913.34
Treasurer $45

From Page 18 Emergency

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) — Joe 
Exotic of "Tiger King" fame has found new 
attorneys who say they plan to file a mo-
tion for a new trial in a matter of months.

Joe Exotic, whose real name Joseph 
Maldonado-Passage, was sentenced in 
January 2020 to 22 years in federal prison 
for violating federal wildlife laws and for 
his role in a failed murder-for-hire plot tar-
geting his chief rival, Carole Baskin, who 
runs a rescue sanctuary for big cats in Flor-
ida. Baskin was not harmed.

Maldonado-Passage's new attorneys, 
John Phillips and Amy Hanna, plan to file 
a motion for a new trial in federal court in 
Oklahoma once the appeals process wraps 
up in a month or two, Phillips said in a 
phone interview Tuesday.

Phillips, who is based in Jacksonville, 
has previously represented former White 

House aide Omarosa Manigault Newman 
in a public brawl with President Donald 
Trump.

"This isn't our first rodeo, so to speak," 
Phillips said.

Maldonado-Passage had previously 
been represented by federal public defend-
ers in the Oklahoma case.

Phillips wouldn't say what arguments 
he plans to make in a motion for a new tri-
al, but it will rely on footage, both aired 
and unaired, from the Netflix television 
series, "Tiger King: Murder, Mayhem and 
Madness." Statements from the TV series 
that could have helped Maldonado-Pas-
sage weren't presented to jurors during his 
trial, Phillips said.

"For sure, I know there is material in 
there that will help him out," Phillips said.

Phillips said he became involved with 

the case after providing advice to the fami-
ly of Don Lewis, Baskin's former husband 
who disappeared in 1997. Lewis' case re-
mains open and a Florida sheriff last year 
assigned a detective supervisor to handle 
new leads.

The TV series extensively covered 
Maldonado-Passage's repeated accusations 
that Baskin killed her husband and possi-
bly fed him to her tigers. Baskin has never 
been charged with any crime and released 
a statement at the time refuting the accusa-
tions made in the series.

Maldonado-Passage got in touch with 
the law firm, and Phillips flew out to the 
Texas prison where Maldonado-Passage is 
serving his sentence recently, the attorney 
said.

"I became familiar with all things 'Ti-
ger King,'" Phillips said.

Attorneys say Joe Exotic of 
‘Tiger King’ wants new trial
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hospital for the new PT and Wellness 
Addition. So, the total of non-operating 
revenue was $588,417. This made a gain of 
$508,519 for the hospital in January. 

The manor had a challenging month 
due to Covid. Agency pay was “a huge 
issue,” doubled, due to staff shortage, 
Goodno explained. The manor’s patient 
census was 20 for January. Their total 
operating revenue was $116,927. Total 
expenses were $269,147. This made a loss 
of $152,220. Adding in $5,000 tax revenue, 
miscellaneous income and $26,918 of 
Covid stimulus money, the manor’s loss 
was $117,941 for January.

“February should look a little better,” 
Goodno said. 

The comparative balance sheets for 
both the hospital and manor as of January 
31 showed the following: total cash in all 
funds – $3,652,014; due from Medicare 
– $85,261; uncollected taxes – $273,078; 
total assets – $13,389,201.

The balance sheets show current year 
earnings of $390,578. Business manager 
Tara Girty said that net accounts receivable 
is $655,279. The average days in AR is 53. 

The board approved the financials and 
statistics and also the bad debt to turn over 
to collections. 

Covid Vaccinations and More KDH 
Business 

Clinic Manager Volker updated the 
board on the Covid vaccinations they had 
administered up to the day of the meeting: 
Pfizer, 45 times 2, completed; Moderna 367, 
still to administer some of the second doses. 
Not included in those numbers are vaccines 
administered to residents and employees 
at the manor, about 22. All residents have 
been vaccinated or have the antibodies after 
recovering from having Covid.

Volker said Kiowa Prescriptions Plus 
administered shots last Tuesday through 
Saturday to Barber County residents age 
65 and older. 

Goodno said Barber County is in the 
green now, meaning a reduction in Covid 
cases. She said they may be able to slowly 
reduce some of the Covid protocols. 

In the hospital administrator report, 
Goodno said the audit was finished last 
month. She complimented newly hired 
Shannon Canaday, comptroller saying, “I 
couldn’t be happier with her.” Canaday 
works directly with Goodno. 

The CEO said KDH hired a facilities 
director, Brad Applegart. He will 
report to Manor Administrator and IT 
Director Phillip Anton and train with the 
maintenance team. 

In Anton’s absence from the meeting, 
Goodno reported on the manor. “I have big 
news about Phillip.” She told that he passed 

From Page 2 Kiowa

From Page 16 Store

his Long Term Care (LTC) national exam. 
He had a temporary license but now has his 
permanent National LTC license. 

Another negative pressure room is 
finished Goodno reported. A negative 
pressure room keeps all that air confined 
to just that room. It can also be referred to 
as a Covid or isolation room. The rooms 
eliminate any cross-contamination of air 
throughout the building, she explained. 

In other business, the board approved 
medical staff minutes, the QAOI reports 
for the hospital and manor; and the IT Risk 
report. Following executive session, the 
board approved one financial assistance 
case.

The next meeting of the KDH Board of 
Directors is Tuesday, March 23. 

presented to the city council at their regular 
March meeting next Monday night at 7 p.m. 
No one attended the hearing to protest. 

The council asked about the timeline. 
Bond said they’ll start construction of the 
building in 60-90 days. It will take six to 
nine months to build the store, which is a 
10,500-square-foot metal building. When 
asked about bids for the project, Bond 
confirmed that Iron Horse has their own 
general contractor. 

Bryan explained he was appointed as 
the economic development board chairman 
by previous city administrator Rusty 
Varnado. Bryan told the Newsgram he has 
been negotiating on this deal for months. 
He explained, “I wouldn’t do this unless 
the land would be annexed into the city and 
Kiowa benefits from the sales tax money.” 
The council recently approved annexing the 

property. He noted that the property tax on 
that large building will be helpful to Barber 
County.

Bryan told the council that Family 
Dollar originally wanted to build on his lot 
at 4th and Main Street, which he declined. 
He said a yet-unnamed individual will own 
the building and lease it to Family Dollar. 

“I have no interest in the land. I have 
no interest in Family Dollar. My interest 
is in the development of, and new jobs 
in Kiowa,” Bryan told the Newsgram. 
Bond said the Kiowa store will have 
approximately 10 employees.

A press release dated July 6, 2015, 
announced the changes in the dollar 
stores. It said, “Dollar Tree, Inc. 
(NASDAQ: DLTR), North America’s 
leading operator of discount variety 
stores selling everything for $1 or less, 

announced today that it has completed the 
acquisition of Family Dollar Stores, Inc., a 
leading national discount retailer offering 
name brands and quality, private brand 
merchandise.”

Exactly what types of products 
Kiowa’s Family Dollar/ Dollar Tree store 
will carry is not yet announced.

Incidentally, Dollar General stores 
remain open and are totally separate from 
Family Dollar/Dollar Tree stores. 

City Administrator Sam Demel 
attended this meeting along with Mayor 
Watson and councilmembers B.J. Duvall, 
Brian Hill and Jason Thayer, who arrived 
late. Councilmember Tom Wells was out of 
town but joined by phone. Councilmember 
R.L. Simpson was absent. City Utility 
Clerk Lynette Callison sat in as interim 
city clerk.
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Alfalfa County 
court filings

According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following individuals 
have been charged. An individual is 
innocent of any charges listed below 
until proven guilty in a court of law. All 
information is a matter of public record 
and may be obtained by anyone during 
regular hours at the Alfalfa County 
Courthouse. The Alva Review-Courier 
will not intentionally alter or delete any 
of this information. If it appears in the 
courthouse public records, it will appear 
in this newspaper

Misdemeanor Filings
Audolio Montalvo-Cantu, Cherokee, 

71, has been charged with driving while 
license is revoked ($276.50).

Civil Filings
State of Oklahoma vs. Burlington 

Resources Oil & Gas Company, Houston, 
TX; Targa Pipeline Mid-Continent 
Westok, LLC; Atlantic Richfield 
Company; Conoco Phillips Company; 
Allied Chemical Corporation; Allied 
Chemical Corporation and Alfalfa County 
Board of Commissioners, Cherokee: 
condemnation ($242.14).

Traffic Filings
Audolio Montalbo-Cantu, Cherokee, 

has been cited for failure to yield to 
emergency vehicle ($249).

Jerry Eugene Wessels, Cherokee, has 
been cited for improper left turn ($249).

Tierna Rene Mustard, Cherokee, has 
been cited for reckless driving without 
regard for safety of persons (first offense) 
($531.50).

David Allen Willhite, Alva, has been 
cited for overweight vehicle (axle) ($634).

David Allen Willhite, Alva, has been 
cited for operate vehicle loaded in excess 
($249).

The following individuals were has 
been cited for speeding:

Halyndria Raya Bia, Alva, has been 
cited for speeding 1-10 mph over ($100).

Stephen M. Bauman, Wildwood, 
Missouri, has been cited for speeding 
1-10 mph over ($100).

middle school will serve as head boys 
track coach. 

The high school will have a slow pitch 
softball season this spring. Megan Stratton 
and Coach Taylor will be handling those 
coaching duties.

Out of State Travel
The board approved an out of state 

travel request for the Alva Middle School 
to participate in track meets at South 
Barber High School on April 15 and at 
Medicine Lodge High School on April 20.

Financials
Supt. Argo went over financial 

reports with the board members. “We’ve 
collected $1 million less than last year and 
spent $1 million less,” he reported. Argo 
praised administrators and teachers for 
being mindful of expenses.

Although gross production tax 
collections are still down, recent months 
are showing some increase. Looking at 
futures, Argo said, there is some indication 
that will continue to improve. He said the 
district relies heavily on revenue from 
gross production tax from oil and gas.

With the good comments from Pat 
Carroll on the audit report, Argo said he 
wanted to thank Ladonna Durkee for her 
work on school activity reports. He said 
Durkee relies heavily on the administrators 
in making those reports since she’s not in 
the buildings. He said Durkee is “a real 
asset for our office.”

In the child nutrition report, Argo 
presented figures showing how many 
students are utilizing the school breakfast 

and lunch service. He said those numbers 
continue to improve, especially at the 
high school where students have the 
opportunity for a grab-and-go breakfast 
in the mornings. In August the schools 
served 6,378 lunches compared to 9,027 
in February. Breakfast numbers increased 
from 2,456 in August to 4,073 in February.

Looking at purchase orders in the 
general fund, Argo said some federal 
funds will be used to replenish the middle 
school Chromebooks. The school will pay 
for the laptops and then be reimbursed. 
Several repairs are being made to activity 
buses. Argo said all the buses are expected 
to be running by Wednesday (March 3).

A couple of HVAC units had to be 
repaired at the middle school when 
students came back after time off during 
the sub-zero temperatures. 

In the child nutrition fund, there were 
repairs to an oven and a dryer at the 
middle school. A walk-in freezer at the 
high school also required some repair 
work.

Executive Session
At the end of the meeting, the board 

entered executive session to conduct the 
ongoing evaluation of the superintendent.

Special Meeting Wednesday
A special meeting of the Alva School 

Board has been scheduled for today 
(March 3) at 5 p.m. The only item on the 
agenda is possible board action to approve 
an offer of employment to an applicant as 
Alva High School Head Football Coach 
for the next school year

From Page 6 Alva
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Animals and Pets

For Sale

50 head black 1st calf heifer 
pairs. Excellent quality and 
disposition. 580-829-3156

Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Automotive

For Sale

Top Side Creeper, very good 
condition $175. Two Post 
Car Lift $550. 580-554-3811

Employment

Help Wanted

Full-Time 7:30-5 M-F. Must 
have valid Drivers’ License 
& non smoker. Pick-Up 
application at Lehl & Son 
Water Well. 132 E Okla Blvd

Farm Supplies

For Sale

Big round grass hay bales. 
Can deliver small orders 
close to Alva. Discount on 
30 bale orders.(60 bales 
left.) 580-327-2554

Premium Prairie Grass
Hay. Fertilized and sprayed for 
weeds & Johnson Grass. Horse or 
starter calf quality. 4ft x 6ft round 
bales. $90 per ton or $60 per bale. 
Delivery available. 580-542-8559

Miscellaneous
For Sale

Well cared for golf carts for sale. 
$2,600 and up, 2003 and newer. 
In Alva. 928-503-9571

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-430-
1003

For Rent
2bdrm Apt located 2 blks from 
downtown Alva. CH/A, newly 
remodeled, bills paid, deposit & 
lease req’d. I rent only to people. 
580-327-2554

For Rent
New 2bdrm 2bth apt. Washer & 
dryer. All bills paid. 580-327-
7893

House for Sale
2bdrm 1bth. 912 3rd St., Alva. 
580-748-1908
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Book 867 page 308: L. Mike 
Elliott and Judy Elliott convey 
unto Frank S. Elliott and Terry 
Elliott. Surface only: Southeast 
quarter of section 12, township 
23 north, range 12, WIM, less a 
tract of land lying in the southeast 
quarter of section 12, township 
23 north, range 12, WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Joint tenancy 
quit claim deed.

Book 867 page 309: Dustin 
Harmon and Vicki Harmon 
conveys unto Tony Luttrell. 
Lot 1, 2, 3, and 4, in block 3, 
less railroad right-of-way, in 
the Original Town of Carmen, 
Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 867 page 314: Wendy 
Baum, and Bryon Dale Baum 
convey unto Wendy Marie Baum 
and Bryon Dale Baum. A tract 
of land lying in the northeast 
quarter of section 7, township 
23 north, range 11, WIM. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 867 page 689: 
Bobbi J. Atterbery, a single 
person, conveys unto Sandra 
S. Luigi bill and/or Andy D. 
Luigi bill. Lot 17, in block 1 
in Hodgden’s Subdivision in 
section 10, township 26 north, 
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Warranty deed.

Book 867 page 690: Gary 
D. Sands and Gayla Sand 
convey, unto Dan P. Denny and 
Sandra S. Luginbill. All of lot 
20 in Hodgedens subdivision in 
section 10, township 26 north, 
range 9, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Joint tenancy quit 
claim deed.

Book 867 page 699: Chad 
Crissup conveys unto Johnny 
Higdon and Pamela Higdon. 
Lot 1, 2, and the south half of 
the northeast quarter of section 
4, township 27 north, range 

10, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
OKlahoma. Joint tenancy 
warranty deed.

Book 867 page 702: R & C 
Ross Family LLC conveys unto 
Willis Nathan Ross and Javon 
Nicole Ross. A tract of land 
lying in the southeast quarter 
of the section 15, township 24 
north, range 10 WIM, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Joint 
tenancy warranty deed.

Book 867 page 717: Karen 
Horyna and Bo Horyna, wife and 
husband, convey unto Michael 
DeVore. Lots 1 through 17, 
block 19, High School Addition 
to the Town of Helena, Alfalfa 
County, Oklahoma. Warranty 
deed.

Book 867 page 721: Mark 
Denton conveys unto Victor 
Manuel Ariana-Perez. A tract of 
land in the northeast quarter of 
section 27, township 24 north, 
range 12 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.

Book 867 page 724: John 
David White and Lisa Kay 
White convey unto John Francis 
White III. The northeast quarter 
of section 21, township 25 north, 
range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.

Book 867 page 726: Jace 
Tyler White and Randi Louise 
White convey unto John Francis 
White III. The northeast quarter 
of section 21, township 25 north, 
range 11, WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Quit claim deed.

Mortgages
Book 867 page 703: Willis 

Nathan Ross and Javon Nicole 
Ross, husband and wife, to 
Financial Concepts Mortgage, 
LLC. A tract of land lying in 
the southeast quarter of the 
section 15, township 24 north, 
range 10 WIM, Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma. Note: $80,000.00.

Alfalfa County real estate
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Tuesday, February 23, 2021
During this day there were 

three traffic stops.
9:50 a.m. – Caller advised she 

needed a lift assist for her mother 
who had fallen.

11 a.m. – Caller called wanting 
a welfare check for her 22-year-
old daughter. Advised no one had 
heard from her since October 12, 
2020. She was last known living 
in a mansion in Carmen with her 
boyfriend.

11:49 a.m. – Report of a grass 
fire north of the four-way stop.

3:30 p.m. – Caller advised she 
had called earlier to have a welfare 
check done on her daughter and 
wanted to know if everything was 
alright.

7:21 p.m. – Caller advised of 
a person burning tires and a bunch 
of other stuff and wasn’t sure if 
they were allowed to do that. 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021

During this day there were 
three traffic stops.

1:24 a.m. – Woods County 
advised of a grass fire north of 
the iodine plant on Jefferson and 
County Road (CR) 550.

6:49 a.m. – Report of vehicle 
vs. deer accident on CR 600 and 
Cotton Road.

10:10 a.m. – Caller advised 
his father-in-law had fallen down 
the basement. Medic took patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

12:32 p.m. – Advised of an 
animal bite.

5:37 p.m. – Medic needed for 
a female throwing up with chills 
and a fever. Medic took patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

7:41 p.m. – Caller advised of 
two dogs that chased his girlfriend 
into the house in the 400 block of 
6

th
 Street and now the dog won’t 

let them out of the house.

Thursday, February 25, 2021
12:04 a.m. – Medic needed 

for a female having trouble with 
high blood sugar.

12:31 p.m. – Report of a 
fender bender at the Jiffy Trip.

7:14 p.m. – Caller advised 
of the same man burning tires 
again. They believed they had 
tried to put it out but there was 
still black smoke.

9:21 p.m. – Caller wanted 
a welfare check in Amorita for 
two kids they believed were 
left home alone. Officer tried 
to get someone to answer the 
door. The officer got ahold of 
the father. He stated the children 
are fine. They are 10 and 14 
years old and have phone for 
emergencies. 

Friday, February 26, 2021
1:14 a.m. – Civil standby 

needed for his uncle who had 
been fighting with his aunt and 
wants to leave but doesn’t have 
a ride.

2:45 p.m. – Report of a grass 
fire in Nescatunga.
Saturday, February 27, 2021

7:42 a.m. – Medic wanted for 
a male who was unresponsive. 
Medic took the patient to Share 
Medical Center in Alva. 

7:46 a.m. – Caller wanted 
someone to come check out a 
vehicle sitting in his yard. Caller 
advised the person did come to 
his door but he didn’t answer.

9:47 a.m. – Caller advised of 
a male walking on the highway 
headed to Cherokee. Advised 
the fog was thick and didn’t 
want him to get hit.

12:50 p.m. – Medic needed 
for a female having head and 
shoulder pain and trouble 
walking. Medic took the patient 
to Share Medical Center in Alva.

Alfalfa County 
Sheriff’s Office logs
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining, carry out meals and de-
livery. Please call 327-1822 until noon 
the day before to order. Meals will be 
ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person 
meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet at 
Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Museum 
in Alva is open every day except Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior Cit-

izens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is doing 
in person dining, carry out meals and de-
livery. Please call 327-1822 until noon 
the day before to order. Meals will be 
ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In person 
meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

February 22, 2021
BASO responded to a non-injury 

accident with an animal on U.S. 
Highway 160

MLPD responded to a non-injury 
accident on E. Stolp Avenue.

BASO investigated a report of stolen 
property on College Hill Road.

KWPD performed a VIN inspection.
BASO performed multiple VIN 

inspections.
KWPD performed a welfare check 

on Hopkins Street.
KWPD responded to an EMS call on 

Hopkins Street.
BASO responded to a request to 

speak to an officer.
BASO responded to a juvenile 

complaint at the Barber County State 
Lake.

MLPD responded to a report of 
children in need of care on N. Main 
Street.

MLPD performed a welfare check on 
N. Iliff Street.

February 23, 2021
MLPD responded to a non-injury 

accident on N. Iliff Street.
KWPD responded to a report of a 

child in need of care on N. Commercial 
Street.

MLPD responded to a disturbance on 
N. Iliff Street.

MLPD responded to a dog complaint 
at Casey’s.

MLPD responded to a traffic hazard 
on W. Second Avenue.

MLPD responded to a request to 
speak to an officer.

MLPD responded to a report of 
disorderly conduct on Curry Lane.

BASO transported a hitchhiker from 
Pratt County line to the Oklahoma state 
line.

February 24, 2021
BASO responded to a fire on Crown 

Point Road.
MLPD responded to open door at the 

old middle school.
KWPD responded to south Barber 

High School for traffic control.
KWPD responded to non-injury 

accident on Main Street.
BASO responded to cattle out on 

S.E. Tri City Road.
BASO responded to 911 call on S.W. 

Clover Road.
KWPD responded to request to speak 

to officer on N. 9th.
MLPD responded to 911 open line 

on S. Main.
BASO investigated criminal threat 

on W. Washington.
BASO responded to cattle out on 

Lake City Road.
BASO responded to suspicious 

person in Hardtner.
Fire/EMS

February 22, 2021
Medicine Lodge EMS responded to a 

call on Pleasant Hill Road.
Kiowa EMS responded to a call on 

Hopkins Street.
February 24, 2021

Hardtner Fire Department, Kiowa 
Fire Department, Medicine Lodge Rural 
Fire Department and Union Chapel 
Fire Department responded to a fire on 
Crown Point Road.

Barber County
Sheriff’s Office logs
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