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By Yvonne Miller
Kiowa’s City Council had a full 

agenda at their June 14 meeting 
with guest speakers and lots of new 
business items. As Mayor Bill Watson 
opened the meeting council and the 
audience rose to salute the flag. Then 
Councilmember R.L. Simpson gave a 
prayer.

Other councilmembers present 
were: B.J. Duvall, Brian Hill, 
Jason Thayer and Tom Wells. City 
Administrator Sam Demel, City 
Attorney Brandon Ritcha and City 
Clerk Kade Tucker also sat at the 
council table. 
Demel Updates on Water Project, 

Burn Site, Eyesore Properties
Demel gave an update on the 

waterline replacement project 
ongoing throughout Kiowa. He said 
that the waterlines that have been 
laid were pressure tested. It won’t 
be long and those lines will soon be 
hooked into the new water system. 
He was referring to the area NOWAK 
Construction has been and is currently 
digging and laying the blue pipe on 
the north side of town. As NOWAK 
tears up streets to replace waterline, 
they will replace with concrete, 
Demel said. 

The council approved this month’s 
payment to NOWAK for $340,610.41.

The group led by local businessman 
Jeff Bryan in conjunction with the city 
and private donors is moving forward 
in their effort to rid Kiowa of structural 

eyesores around town. Demel told the 
council the man who owned the old 
hospital building had no plans for the 
building. Demel agreed to sign a deed 
for the old hospital property to go to 
the city. Council voted to accept and 
file the deed to the old hospital. That 
building that is in disrepair, is first on 
the list to be destroyed. 

“We’ll get anything (like electrical 
boxes) we can that we could use,” 
Demel said. The bricks from the 
building will be the city’s property. 
Demel said the city will share bricks 
with the public. Some of the leftover 
bricks could be used to expand the 
burn site, he said. Kiowa’s City crew 
will help with demolition as will 
Gorilla Construction owned by Eric 
Molz and Jeff Bryan’s crew from 
his car dealership, etc. This will be 
funded in thirds by the city; private 
donors; and the property owners who 
will reportedly have an incentive 
to help. Anyone who wishes to 
contribute financially is asked to take 
their donation to the City of Kiowa 
office on Main Street. 

Demel updated the council on 
the city’s burn site. During June and 
July he’s keeping the site open on 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 
Sundays from 1 to 6 p.m. He said the 
city is posting signs that tell Kiowa 
residents to put grass clippings in a 
separate pile –  not in the wood pile. 

The council agreed to purchase 
400 tons of 3/8 rock chip from Gorilla 
Construction. Council voted to go 

Kiowa City Council talks water project, 
eyesore properties, liquor sales and more
SCTelcom wants new location; Barber County 
Extension promotes economic development

with Circle C Paving for a chip and 
seal project for $1.79 per sq yard. Total 
cost is projected to be approximately 
$95,225.
More Kiowa Business, Liquor Sales 

Allowed by 9 a.m. on Sundays
The Kansas Department of 

Revenue put out a notice regarding 
recent Kansas legislation in the form 
of a house bill. This allows liquor 
stores to start selling liquor at 9 
a.m. on Sundays instead of at noon. 
Kiowa’s local liquor store requested 
the city pass an ordinance so the 
change of time will be legal. City 
Attorney Brandon Ritcha said that 
Kiowa’s ordinance will mirror the 
state’s.

Demel said the city needs an 
electrical intern. The intern needs to 
put in 400 hours of training here and 
then can finish training online. Demel 
said he is setting up an interview with 
a candidate. 

KMEA did not waive the interest 
fee for the City of Kiowa when they 
did not pay their unusually exorbitant 
electricity bill from the arctic blast 
in February. That interest amount is 
$1,852.83.

City officials are already making 
plans to run Kiowa’s generator in peak 
times of heat this summer if needed. 
Council also had plans to meet with a 
solar representative online. 

The Chief Theater needs to 
replace their projector which is used 
to download all the movies, etc. The 
original bill for a used replacement 
was about $12,900. Demel researched 
further and found a projector for 

 See Kiowa Page 32
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What happens when someone 
hacks your social media account?
By Marione Martin

When two deputy sheriffs come into 
the newspaper office to ask if we know 

someone, it gets our 
attention. Turns out 
they were looking 
for an employee’s 
son to ask him some 
questions. Our 
employee was able to 
help them with some 
answers.

The young man’s 
Facebook account 

was hacked about four months ago. 
It wasn’t one of those things where 
someone clones your account, using 
your photo and name and then tries to get 
your friends to friend the cloned account. 
When that happens, it’s time to change 
your Facebook password.

However, in this case someone 
completely took over the young man’s 
account, changing the email address and 
password associated with the account. 
Then this unknown individual proceeded 
to post “contests” inviting his friends 
and followers to text back the time of the 
posting or the wording of a posted sign. 
It promised the first 10 or 20 or whatever 
number of responses would receive $50 
or maybe $500. The numbers changed on 
each posting. 

Of course, those who replied never 
received any money. Instead they were 
asked to supply a PayPal account or some 
other information to get the money. That 
information could then be used for other 
scams. (If it sounds too good to be true 
…)

Our employee took some screen shots 
(photos) of the fake contests and tried 
several times to get Facebook to remove 
the hacked account to no avail.

Apparently someone complained to 
the Woods County Sheriff’s Office about 
her son trying to scam people, and the 
deputies were following up. Maybe they 

can convince Facebook to take down the 
fake account. I wish them luck.

The deputies said they’re also 
receiving complaints from residents 
receiving strange text messages. I and 
others in the office have received them, 
too. The first time I received one of those 
group texts, I was intrigued to see one of 
the phone numbers listed belonged to my 
deceased husband. 

At first, I tried blocking phone 
numbers listed. But I hated to block 
too many because the scammer was 
using local cellphone numbers. I might 
unintentionally block someone I didn’t 
want to block.

I did a little research and saw I could 
do a mass block of any number not in 
my saved list of phone numbers, but that 
wasn’t really practical either.

The deputies said these group text 
messages are really upsetting some 
people. The messages invite people 
to click on a link to view photos with 
promises they’ll enjoy them, suggesting 
unclothed females. The deputies didn’t 
really have any answers either. When I 
receive such messages, I just delete them.

Whatever you do about them, do not 
click on the provided link. That could 
allow someone to put a virus or some 
unwanted app on your phone. 

A Scary Experience
Last week, I had a call from a 

Newsgram reader who had an experience 
related to another aspect of the Internet. 
Robert Hayes of Aline said he was 
visiting a friend who lives in Lawton. The 
lady lives in a high-crime part of Lawton 
but owns her home there and can’t move 
away.

As the two of them were relaxing on 
the front porch, they saw a young girl in 
her teens walking along the street. She 
came up to them and asked to make a 
phone call. The girl was obviously upset.

With a lot of encouragement, she told 
them she met a man online and agreed 
to meet him in person. He came to her 
small town and picked her up. Hayes said 
she told them the man “had his way with 
her” and then threw her out in Lawton. 
When asked her age, she told them she 
was 18, but they were skeptical because 
she looked much younger.

Hayes and his friend offered to drive 
the girl to her home, which turned out 
to be about 40 miles away. They left her 
there at the home of a relative.

Hayes wanted us to relay his story as 
a warning to people, especially underage 
people, to be very careful when meeting 
people on the internet.

Notes from Alva City Council
On a completely different topic, 

Monday night’s Alva City Council 
meeting was very long with 34 items on 
the agenda.

Councilmember Mary Hamilton 
announced this will be her last meeting. 
She has served Ward 3 since Mayor 
Kelly Parker asked her to fill a vacancy 
on the council, retaining her seat through 
elections. Hamilton prepared some 
remarks in announcing her resignation 
which will be reported later this week 
in the Alva Review-Courier. She hopes 
to devote more of her time to attending 
and enjoying activities involving her 
grandchildren.

It will now be up to Mayor Parker to 
find someone to fill the vacant council 
seat. That appointment will require 
approval from the city council.

The council members voted to adopt 
the International Existing Building 
Code Monday night. The city adopted 
the International Building Code several 
years ago. Monday night’s action gives 
owners some options when remodeling 
and adding on to existing buildings. It’s 
hoped this will make Alva more business-
friendly. The new code will take effect in 
30 days from June 21. 

Another interesting item reported by 
Finance Committee Chairman Brandon 
Sherman is the amount of money the City 
of Alva will be paying for a state audit. 
This is a “citizens’ petition audit” by the 
office of the State Auditor and Inspector. 
A petition was circulated and signed by 
enough people that the state agreed to 
audit the city, but the city has to pay for it. 
So far it has cost $12,976 not including a 
May visit. It’s estimated it will cost Alva 
about $65,000 by the end of the audit. 
That doesn’t include all the time spent by 
staff researching answers to questions.

Wonder how much street paving 
$65,000 would provide?
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Boys attended a camp at Cherokee; the 
HS Boys attended camps at Alva and 
Okarche; the HS Girls attended a camp 
at Keifer and will be headed to one at 
Oklahoma City University. Spears said 
FFA students attended the Oklahoma 
Leadership Conference in Oklahoma 
City. 
An Array of Burlington Public School 

Business 
The board approved the insurance 

quote from OSIG for $72,416. Dr. 
Croft presented OSIG’s quote for the 
2021-2022 school year. She noted that 
the current quote did not include the 
Burlington property at 702 6th Ave, but 
that OSIG was working on adding it.

A quote from Triple G Fence, 
LLC for $9,400 for fencing at school 
properties located at 205 Main Street 
and 503 Myrtle Street received board 
approval. 

Approved by the board was a motion 
to reserve from the 2020/2021 General 
fund $49,266.37 and Building fund 
$13,377.55 for purchases and projects 
approved by the board for which 
invoices have not yet been received. 

The board approved Burlington 
school’s minimum teacher salary 
schedule and superintendent salary for 
the 2021-2022 school year. No action 
was taken on salaries for support staff at 
this time. The minimum teacher salary is 
based on the different levels of teaching.

The following encumbrances, change 
order and warrants were board approved 
as follows: General Fund: Encumbrances 
274-291 for $21,825.24; Changes 
orders for $652.55 and Warrants 1127-
1193 for $111,418.66; Building Fund: 
Encumbrances 6-8 for $33,820.90 and 
Warrants 16-19 for $169,161.94; Child 
Nutrition: Change orders for (-$157.31) 
and Warrant 158 for $58.44.

Board approval went to the May 
2021 Activity Fund Report and many 
more actions including: renewal of 
membership of Edmond’s new Prime 
Vendor Agreement with US Foods (RFP 
321-30) for 2021-2022; the contract with 
MAS for the 2021--2022 school year in 
the amount of $6,300.00

at the school. The board approved 
Stricker’s resignation. 

Giving a utility comparison for the 
past year, Dr. Croft noted that the colder 
weather had increased heating costs this 
year. 

The superintendent reminded 
the board of the upcoming OSSBA 
Conference August 26 – 29 in 
Oklahoma City. All board members, 
the superintendent and principal are 
registered for the conference. 

At 9:18 a.m. a motion was made to 
convene in executive session pursuant to 
25 O.S. Section 307(B)(1) for the purpose 
of discussing the ongoing performance 
of the superintendent. President Graham 
explained it’s just a routine monthly 
discussion of the superintendent. Since 
the new superintendent should not yet 
be evaluated and Dr. Croft is retiring 
at the end of June, there was no need 
to evaluate either one. He said the 
Burlington School Board is in a system 
of continual superintendent evaluation. 
They kept this on the agenda as a general 
discussion of how to proceed on evals, 
Graham explained.

Principal Gerrett Spears said that staff 
was busy preparing for the start of the 
2021-2022 school year. The handbook 
is being updated and schedules are in 
preparation for enrollment in the fall. 
Additionally, the basketball teams 
have attended summer camps: the JH 

By Yvonne Miller
Burlington School Board President 

Terry Graham called the regular monthly 
meeting to order June 17 at 8 a.m., with 
four board members present including: 
Robert Hill, April Kisling and Aaron 
Smith. T.J. Rockenbach was absent. 
Also attending were Dr. Stacey Croft, 
superintendent for the 2020-2021 school 
year; Kevin Brown, superintendent 
for the 2021-2022 school year; Gerrett 
Spears, high school principal for the 
2021-2022 school year; and Minutes 
Clerk Tracy Granados.

Because of the need for daycare 
services, Burlington is opening one in 
the church building that was the First 
Christian Church and now owned by the 
Driftwood Christian Church. It’s located 
barely a block west of the school. Megan 
Ferrell is the new daycare director. She is 
completing additional needed trainings 
and also furnishing the new daycare. 
She’s preparing for the final DHS walk-
through. Outgoing Superintendent Dr. 
Stacey Croft told the Newsgram how 
many children they will be licensed for 
is up to the DHS. The daycare’s opening 
date also hinges on the DHS. 

The board approved the additional 
encumbrances and payments for the 
June Daycare payroll. 

Dr. Croft presented a letter of 
resignation from secretary Brenda 
Stricker and thanked her for her work 

Burlington School awaits 
DHS approval for daycare

 See Burlington Page 29
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Obituaries
JESS DAVID BRADFORD

David Bradford was born in Oregon 
City, Oregon, on June 24, 1956, and 

departed this life on 
June 12, 2021, in 
Oklahoma City. He 
was the son of Jim 
Donald Bradford and 
Bonnie Jean Shipley 
Bradford. He had 
lived in Mulino, 
Oregon, and had 
moved to and lived 

in the Cherokee area for forty years. His 
life work was as a machinist.

David is preceded in death by 
his parents, Jim and Bonnie Shipley 
Bradford; his brother, Michael; his sister, 
Deborah Kay; a sister-in-law, Debra; and 
his daughter, Rebecca Shook Bradford. 

Survivors include three children, 
James Beall, Joshua Beall and Thomas 
Beall; three grandchildren, Daniel Beall, 
Andrew Beall and Julie Ann Rose Beall; 
brothers, Raymond Bradford, William 
Bradford and wife, Shelly; sisters, 
Gloria Murray and husband, Leonard, 
and Christina Crigger and husband, 
Rick. 

Celebration of Life Service for David 
will be Monday, June 28, 2021 at 10 a.m. 
at Lost and Found Ministries, 1704 S. 
Grand, Cherokee (Croft Building). Burial 
of cremains will follow in Cherokee 
Municipal Cemetery. Arrangements 
are by Lanman Funeral Home, Inc. of 
Cherokee. Online condolences may be 
made at www.lanmanmemorials.com. 

BETTY JO ANN PROPHET 
FLEMING 

Funeral services for Betty Fleming 
will be held at 2 p.m. Thursday, June 

24, 2021, at the First 
United Methodist 
Church with Pastor 
Katie Hill officiating. 
Interment will be in 
the Alva Municipal 
Cemetery under the 
direction of Marshall 
Funeral Home of 

Alva. 
Betty Jo Ann Prophet Fleming, 

daughter of the late Claud Cleveland 
and Cora Ann (Ager) Prophet, was born 
June 25, 1933, at Buffalo, Oklahoma, 
and passed away June 20, 2021, at her 

home, surrounded by her family. 
Betty graduated high school 

in Buffalo and graduated college 
at Northwestern Oklahoma State 
University. On February 19, 1953, she 
was united in marriage to Leslie Earl 
Fleming at Buffalo when he was home 
on furlough from the army. They had 
two children, James Earl Fleming and Jo 
Ellen Fleming. 

Betty went to beauty college and 
was a beauty operator in Kansas and 
Alva. She went back to college when 
her daughter went to school. She got 
her teaching degree and was a student 
teacher under Mrs. Earl Geis. Jo Ellen 
was in that class at the time. Jo Ellen 
asked Mrs. Geis if she could call her 
mom or did she need to call her Mrs. 
Fleming? If you knew Mrs. Geis, you 
know the answer –- Mrs. Fleming it was. 

Betty taught school at Longfellow 
Elementary and after receiving her 
Masters degree, taught Learning 
Disability at Lincoln Elementary until 
her retirement in 1997. She taught in the 
Alva School system for 29 years.

She was a member of the Order 
of Eastern Star where she and Earl 
were active members and she served 
as Worthy Matron and held all other 
offices in the Alva Chapter #97. Betty 
enjoyed camping, fishing, water skiing, 
and spending time with her family. She 
also enjoyed traveling and going to the 
casinos. After retirement, she enjoyed 
keeping her great grandchildren. She 
was fortunate enough to be able, along 
with her husband, Earl, to stay actively 
involved with her family. 

Besides her parents, she was preceded 
in death by 11 sisters and brothers and 
her son, James Earl Fleming, on August 
19, 2007. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Earl, of the home; her daughter, Jo 
Ellen Fleming and Jules of Alva; 12 
grandchildren, Ashley Kemp and her 
late husband, Tom, Aaron Fleming 
and wife, Abby, Mike Carter and wife, 
Sherece, Mark Carter and wife, Melis, 
Jessica Fleming, Justin McOsker and 
wife, Daniele, and Jennifer Schafer and 
husband, Craig; 13 great-grandchildren, 
Alex Williams-Kemp, Megan Williams-
Kemp, Tommy Kemp, Collin Condit, 
Hudson McOsker, Hayden McOsker, 
Shelby Schafer, Clayse Schafer, Bane 

Schafer, Chauncey Schafer, Adley 
Schafer, K. J. Carter, and Luke Carter; 
along with many other close relatives 
and friends. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made through the 
funeral home to the Order of Eastern 
Star. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com.

She will be dearly missed by all her 
family and friends. 

ALLEZ RUTH JAMISON
Graveside services will be Thursday, 

June 24, 2021, at 10 a.m. at Eagle Chief 
Cemetery under the 
direction of Wharton 
Funeral Chapel. 
Online condolences 
may be made at www.
whartonfuneralchapel.
com.

Allez Ruth, 
daughter of Rella 
(Naureth) and 

Edward Guyer, was born on December 
3, 1925, on the farm in the Curtis- 
Mooreland area and passed away on 
June 21, 2021, at the age of 95 years, 6 
months and 18 days.

Allez attended the Waynoka School 
System and graduated with the class 
of 1943. After graduation she went to 
Wichita, Kansas, and became a licensed 
practical nurse.

She was married to Russell Jamison 
on June 3, 1947, in Alva, Oklahoma. 
To this union three children were born, 
David, Judy and Tommy.

Allez and Russell moved to the 
family farm around Carmen, Oklahoma, 
she worked for the Carmen Co-op and 
nursing home as a secretary while also 
working on the farm and raising her two 
boys.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, husband Russell in 1994, and 
infant daughter, Judy.

Allez is survived by her two 
sons, David and his wife Patricia of 
Woodward, and Tommy and his wife 
Roberta of Carmen; five grandchildren, 
Kimberly, Lisa, Shawn, Christopher and 

 See Obits Page 12
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By Lindsay Whitehurst
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — The 

number of people stopped from buying 
guns through the U.S. background check 
system hit an all-time high of more than 
300,000 last year amid a surge of firearm 
sales, according to new records obtained 
by the group Everytown for Gun Safety. 

The FBI numbers provided to The 
Associated Press show the background 
checks blocked nearly twice as many gun 
sales in 2020 as in the year before. About 
42% of those denials were because the 
would-be buyers had felony convictions 
on their records.

The increase in blocked gun sales 
largely tracks with the record-setting 
surge in sales that took hold along with 
the coronavirus pandemic and has con-
tinued into this year, through historic 
demonstrations against police brutality, 
deep political divisions and an insurrec-
tion at the U.S. Capitol.

It comes as Congress has failed to 
pass major legislation on guns despite the 
Democratic majority and President Joe 
Biden's push. A bill that would strengthen 
background checks is stalled in the Sen-
ate. The House in March passed the leg-
islation requiring the checks on all sales 
and transfers, as well as an expanded 10-
day review for gun purchases. Most states 
require background checks only for sales 
at federally licensed dealers. But the leg-
islation faces an uphill battle getting any 
Republican support in the Senate.

According to the data, the rate of 
barred would-be gun buyers also in-
creased somewhat over the previous two 
years, from about 0.6% to 0.8%. That 
could be in part because many of the peo-
ple who tried to get guns in 2020 were 
buying them for the first time and may 
not have been aware that they were legal-
ly barred from owning them, said Adam 
Winkler, a UCLA Law professor special-
izing in gun policy. 

"Some may have a felony conviction 
on their record and not think about it," he 
said.

Making a false statement in connec-
tion with a background check is a felony 
punishable by up to 10 years in prison 
and a hefty fine, but few people are pros-
ecuted for what would amount to lying on 

the form filled out before a gun purchase, 
he said.

In 2017, just 12 of the 112,000 peo-
ple denied a gun purchase, about 0.01%, 
were federally prosecuted, largely due to 
limited resources for the time-intensive 
investigations, according to a U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office report. 

Everytown's research found that 16% 
of would-be gun buyers in 2020 were pro-
hibited by state law, like the extreme-risk 
protection orders or red-flag laws passed 
in several states. Another 12% were re-
lated to domestic violence, either people 
subject to a protective order or convict-
ed of a misdemeanor domestic violence 
crime. 

The data shows how necessary the 
legislation is, said Sarah Burd-Sharps, 
Everytown's director of research.

"There's no question that background 
checks work, but the system is working 
overtime to prevent a record number of 
people with dangerous prohibitors from 
being able to buy firearms," she said in 
a statement. "The loopholes in the law 
allow people to avoid the system, even 
if they just meet online or at a gun show 
for the first time."

Gun rights groups have pushed back 

against the proposal, and Alan Gottlieb, 
founder of the group the Second Amend-
ment Foundation, said the increase in de-
nials might be partly because more states 
have been updating their records of re-
stricted people. There are sometimes 
false positives as well, he said. "A day 
doesn't go by that our office doesn't get 
complaint calls from people who've been 
denied wrongly," he said. 

The data also comes as a growing 
number of conservative-leaning states 
drop requirements for people to get 
background checks and training to carry 
guns in public. 

Texas last week became the latest 
state of about 20 to drop permitting re-
quirements  amid a push that began 
gathering steam several years ago. Gun 
rights groups say those requirements are 
an unfair burden for law-abiding gun 
owners, but firearm safety groups wor-
ry it's a dangerous trend that will allow 
more firearms in the wrong hands.

Denial data is released by the FBI, but 
the information collected by Everytown 
breaks it down by year and includes data 
from states such as California and Flori-
da, which conduct their own background 
checks.

Background checks blocked a 
record high 300,000 gun sales
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Brandy; 11 great-grandchildren, Lillian,  
Zachary, Samuel, Grace, Jacob, Brielle, 
Hope, Noah, Copper, Nathan and Audry; 
a number of nieces and nephews, other 
relatives and friends.

In lieu of flowers the family asked 
that memorial contributions be made to 
the Carmen Volunteer Fire Department 
through Wharton Funeral Chapel.

VICTORIA JOHNSON 
Memorial services for Victoria Johnson 

will be held at a later date. Cremation 
arrangements are under the direction of 
Marshall Funeral Home of Alva. 

Victoria Ruth (Sandusky) Johnson (64) 
was born July 24, 1956, in Rapid City, 
South Dakota, to Lester Sandusky and Lila 
Kay Dahle. She was raised by her mother 
and stepfather, Delmar Dahle. She passed 
away on Sunday, June 20, 2021, in Alva. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Lester Price, of the home; her sons, Troy 
Johnson of Moscow, Kansas, and Jeffrey 
Travis Johnson of Hugoton, Kansas; three 
grandsons, Braxton Johnson and Blaze 
Johnson, both of Moscow, Kansas, and 
Braylon Johnson of Amarillo, Texas. Also 
surviving are sisters, Janice Richardson and 
husband, Dennis, of Bainbridge, Georgia, 
and Hope Pierson and husband, Terry, of 
Moscow, Kansas; brothers, Bill Dahle 
and wife, Colleen, of Ulysses, Kansas, 
and Brad Dahle of Moscow, Kansas; 12 
nieces and nephews; and 16 great nieces 
and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents, stepfather, Delmar Dahle; sister, 
Jeanne Gunderson; brother, Jeffery Dahle; 
and nephew, Cody Dahle. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
in her memory to Marshall Funeral Home. 

Remembrances may be shared with the 
family at www.marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

From Page 8 Obits
KIERSTEN LEMAY KUBICEK 
Kiersten LeMay Kubicek, daughter 

of Bridgett LeMay (Brockelman) 
and Bryan Gragg 
and Troy Scott 
Kubicek, was born 
November 12, 
1991, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, 
and passed away 
suddenly in an 

automobile accident in Alfalfa County, 
Oklahoma, at the age of 29 years, 7 
months, and 4 days. No services are 
planned at this time. 

Kiersten lived in Alva and graduated 
from Alva High School. When she was 
16, she started work at Susan Seevers 
Day Care where she worked for over 
2 years. She also worked as a waitress 
at the bowling alley. She was living in 
Weatherford at the time of her death. 

She loved her kids and enjoyed 
drawing, loved movies and music. 

She is survived by her children, 
Graeson Eric Smith and Credence 
Riley Smith, both of Alva; her mother, 
Bridgett Gragg and husband, Bryan, 
of Alva; her father, Troy Kubicek 
of Choctaw; two brothers, Brayden 
Gragg of Alva, and Daegan Manley of 
Choctaw; her maternal grandparents, 
Norva and Nathan Brockelman, Jr.; her 
paternal grandfather, Greg Kubicek; 
other relatives and friends. 

Kiersten was preceded in death by her 
paternal grandmother, Karen Kubicek. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

HELEN SHORT
Graveside services for Helen Short 

will be Saturday, June 26, 2021, at 
10 a.m. at Alva Municipal Cemetery. 
Wharton Funeral Chapel is in charge of 
arrangements. Online condolences may 
be made at whartonfuneralchapel.com.

Helen passed away on Monday, June 
21, 2021, in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
at the age of 64. 

CLETA BELLE ZOOK 
Funeral services for Cleta Belle 

Zook will be 2 p.m. Friday, June 25, 
2021, at New-Song 
Church in Waynoka 
with the Rev. Tosh 
Miller officiating. 
Interment will be 
in the Waynoka 
Municipal 
Cemetery under 
the direction of 
Marshall Funeral 

Home of Waynoka, LLC. 
Cleta Belle Zook, daughter of the 

late Alfred Henry and Leona Pearl 
(Hall) Paris, was born June 11, 1940, in 
Woods County, Oklahoma, and passed 
away June 19, 2021, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, at the age of 81 years 
and 8 days. 

Besides her parents, she was 
preceded in death by her husband of 
61 years, Jakie, and one sister, Louise 
Durkee. 

Cleta Belle is survived by her 
son, Larry Zook and wife Linda of 
Waynoka; one daughter, Lynetta 
Braun and husband Bill of Hobart; six 
grandchildren: Caleb Zook and wife 
Machelle of Waynoka; Russell Zook 
and wife Dana of Kingfisher; Mary 
Belle Zook and partner Beau Adams 
of Shawnee; Jacob Gamble and wife 
Kelly of Decatur, Texas; Jessica Braun 
of Weatherford, and Matt Braun of 
Hobart; nine great-grandchildren: 
Kennedy Zook and Kade Zook of 
Waynoka; Norah Zook and Holt Zook 
of Kingfisher; Ada Belle Adams of 
Shawnee; Madison Belle Gamble 
of Decatur, Texas; Alanna Solvato, 
Katie Solvato, and Joey Solvato all 
of Decatur Texas; other relatives and 
many friends. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made through the funeral home to the 
Waynoka Senior Citizens Center. 

Remembrances may be 
shared with the family at www.
marshallfuneralhomes.com. 

Don’t Lock
Me In

The
Car!
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on June 2. 
Further items found in the backpack 

included a Remington Rand .45 1911 
pistol, stolen from a vehicle in Cherokee 
which was parked in an attached garage; 
an Apple iPhone in a black Otter Box 
case which was stolen from a vehicle 
on June 2; one glass smoking device 
with unknown residue inside; and one 
black and red colored marijuana pipe 
with burnt residue inside.

Personal items in the backpack 
including clothing and personal care 
items were inventoried and returned to 
the backpack.

Munson was located and 
apprehended by Officer Hall in the area 
of 11th and Pennsylvania where he was 
taken into custody without incident. 
Munson was transported to the Alfalfa 
County Jail where he was advised of his 
Miranda Rights. Munson waived those 
rights in writing. 

According to the affidavit, Munson 
admitted to entering several vehicles 
to steal property including one vehicle 
which was parked inside an attached 
garage while the victim and his wife 
were asleep inside the residence. 
Munson stated he had been frustrated 
with his financial situation and he 
intended to sell the stolen property for 
money.

McNeil requested a criminal record 
check on Munson which showed he has 
several felony convictions involving 
burglary in theft in 2018.

Munson’s next court appearance is 
scheduled for July 7.

Cherokee resident charged 
in recent burglaries

was residing in the 800 block of S. 
Massachusetts Ave. and that the stolen 
property from several burglaries was at 
that location. The information said an 
employee had come into work at the 
Sonic Drive-in and told others that the 
guns stolen in recent burglaries were in 
her house and that there was a stolen 
bicycle in her back yard. That employee 
was identified as a relative of Munson.

McNeil and Officer Tristan Hall 
went to the address and observed a 
bicycle sitting alongside the north 
side of the residence that matched the 
description of one reported stolen. 
McNeil than talked with the resident, 
Tracy Yearta, who confirmed she had 
told others about the guns and stolen 
bicycle at work that morning. She also 
stated Munson had been in the house but 
he had fled out of the back door when 
the officers knocked on the front door. 
Yearta explained Munson had recently 
moved into the house from Kentucky, 
and the only thing that belonged to 
Munson in the house was a backpack.

Yearta took McNeil inside and 
pointed out a Mario Brothers backpack 
sitting on the floor behind a couch. 
Inside the backpack, McNeil found 
two firearms, a Glock 43X with a serial 
number matching one stolen from a 
vehicle on May 28, and a Cimarron 
.357 revolver that was reported stolen 

By Marione Martin
The Cherokee Police Department 

has arrested a suspect in several recent 
burglaries of vehicles. 

Jarred Rashad Munson, 24, of 
Cherokee, has been charged with first 
degree burglary in a case where he 
entered a garage to break into a vehicle. 
He is also facing two third degree 
burglary charges for other vehicle 
break-ins. All three are felony charges.

First degree burglary carries a 
penalty of imprisonment for seven 
to 20 years. Third degree burglary is 
punishable by imprisonment for up to 
five years.

In addition, Munson has been 
charged with unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia and with petit 
larceny, both misdemeanors. The petit 
larceny charge involves the theft of a 
bicycle. The drug paraphernalia charge 
is punishable by imprisonment for up 
to one year or a fine of up to $1,000 
or both. Petit larceny is punishable by 
imprisonment for up to six months or a 
fine of $10 to $500 or both.

As of Tuesday morning, Munson 
was being held in the Alfalfa County 
Jail with a $50,000 bond required for 
release.

Court records show on June 14, 
Cherokee Police Chief Ryan McNeil 
was advised that a possible suspect 
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By Marione Martin
A preliminary investigation into 

a trespassing complaint showed the 
alleged trespasser was listed as the 
property owner on county assessor 
records. It was learned later, he had 
signed the property over to his ex-wife.

Cherokee Police Chief Ryan McNeil 
responded to a report of trespassers 
on Friday, June 11, about 9:15 a.m. 
According to court records, Allison 
Bigbey said her ex-husband, Christopher 
Burney York, had broken into her 
residence on South Grand Ave. McNeil 
learned the Alfalfa County Assessor’s 
Office listed York as the property owner.

McNeil spoke with York at the 
property and did not observe any 
damage to doors. York stated that he 
was there to cut the grass and did have a 
lawn mower in the back of his vehicle. 
Since York was listed as the property 
owner, McNeil took no enforcement 
action.

McNeil later spoke to Bigbey who 
stated York had signed the property over 
to her. She was able to provide a copy 
of a quitclaim deed signed by York on 
March 25, 2021, in which ownership of 
the property was signed over to Bigbey 
by York. Additionally Bigbey provided 
a handwritten note dated March 5, 2021, 
alleged to have been written by York that 
explained his wish to transfer ownership 
of the property to Bigbey.

Regarding the property, Bigbey said 
the door on the west side of the residence 
had been damaged. She stated the door 
had not been damaged prior to this 
incident. Bigbey provided photographs 
of the door showing damage to the door 
frame, damage to the door handle lock 
and pieces of the door on the interior 
floor near the door. According to 
McNeil’s affidavit, the damage appeared 
to be caused by someone using some 
type of tool to force the door open.

In addition, Bigbey provided McNeil 

with two photographs that showed 
York standing outside of the damaged 
door and also standing inside of the 
residence. Bigbey provided a video 
that shows York forcing the door open. 
The photographs and video were taken 
by someone who works in the office 
located to the south of the residence.

Bigbey stated she did not find 
anything missing from the residence 
which she uses to store her personal 
belongings. She said she was concerned 
for the safety of both herself and her 
child due to York’s actions, adding that 
York had repeatedly shown up at her 
current residence in Garfield County 
after being told to stop coming around 
her and her child.

On June 17 in Alfalfa County, 
Christopher Burney York, 43, of 
Cherokee, was charged with burglary 
in the second degree. This crime is 
punishable by imprisonment for up to 
seven years.

Cherokee man charged with
burglary of house he used to own

By Yvonne Miller
One of the most loved activities of 

Kiowa’s Labor Day weekend is the 5K 
Race at 8 a.m. Monday morning. It is 
a time when family and friends have 

Kiowa’s Labor Day 5K returns this year
a little friendly competition. It’s also a 
time for serious runners to see if they 
can win the race on their road to tougher 
challenges. Maybe you’re just pushing 
your baby stroller and visiting with your 
friends. Whatever the reason, hundreds 
if not thousands have run Kiowa’s 5K 
the last 35 years.

The Covid pandemic caused 
cancellation of the event last year, but it’s 
back this year. It happens on Labor Day. 
Monday, Sept. 16. It’s the 36th Kiowa 

Labor Day 5K Race. Longtime runner 
Kent McBrayer started the race that has 
always been sponsored by the First State 
Bank of Kiowa, Kan., now a branch of 
the Alva State Bank. Now McBrayer has 
the assistance of Melissa Rector, Melissa 
Simpson and Judy Schrock. They invite 
you to start planning today to be a part 
of the 5K and a piece of Kiowa tradition. 

Registration forms can be found 
at local businesses in Kiowa or on the 
website kiowalaborday5k.com. 
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Voters in Alfalfa County who want absentee ballots mailed 
to them for the July 13 Special Election for the Town of Helena 
OG&E 25-year franchise should apply now, County Election 
Board Secretary Kelly Stein said today.  

Absentee ballots are available to any registered voter, 
provided they are eligible to vote in the election requested. No 
excuse is needed to vote by absentee ballot. 

The deadline for requesting an absentee ballot is 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 6. Voters can submit a request using the OK Voter 
Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/ovp. Request forms are also 
available at oklahoma.gov/elections and at the County Election 
Board office located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee.  

Stein reminds voters to allow time for an absentee ballot 
to be received, completed, and returned by mail to the County 
Election Board. “With some exceptions, all absentee ballots 
must be notarized before being returned. Voters should give 
themselves plenty of time to make sure all steps have been 
followed and that the ballot is returned correctly in order to be 
counted,” Stein said. 

Voters exempt from having a ballot notarized include those 
who are physically incapacitated, those who care for physically 
incapacitated individuals that cannot be left alone, and voters 
confined to nursing homes. Those voters may opt to have their 
ballot witnessed by two people. 

Military personnel and residents living overseas, along 
with their spouses and dependents are also eligible for certain 
allowances. Military personnel should contact Voting Service 
Officers in their units for absentee application forms. Residents 
living overseas may obtain absentee voting applications from 
any United States military installation or United States Embassy 
or Consulate. Military personnel and overseas citizens who are 
already registered voters in Oklahoma may apply for absentee 
ballots using the OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/
ovp. Those who need to complete a new Voter Registration 
Application should apply through the Federal Voting Assistance 
Program at FVAP.gov.  

All completed absentee ballots must be in the hands of the 
County Election Board no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day. 

Also, sample ballots are now available for the July 13 
election. Voters can download a sample ballot using the State 

Election Board’s OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/
ovp or pick up a copy at the Alfalfa County Election Board 
located at 602 W. 5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee, during normal 
business hours. 

Stein reminds voters that sample ballots are specific to each 
person. 

“If the OK Voter Portal indicates that you have no sample 
ballots available, it means you are not eligible to vote in an 
upcoming election. We recommend checking the OK Voter 
Portal to make sure you have an election before heading to the 
polls.” 

Stein said sample ballots will also be posted outside every 
precinct polling place on Election Day, so voters can review 
them before casting their votes. 

The Alfalfa County Election Board is located at 602 W. 
5th St., Ste 3, Cherokee and is open from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday. For questions, please contact the 
Election Board at 580-596-2718 or alfalfacounty@elections.
ok.gov. 

Deadline to request absentee 
ballot for July 13 election approaches: 
sample ballots now available 



June 23, 2021 Page 24Alva Review-Courier/Newsgram

By Stacy Sanborn 
At Monday’s meeting, the 

commissioners of Alfalfa County spent 
some time reviewing and awarding 
six-month bids. Marvin Woodall, Jay 
Hague and Mike Roach considered 
availability, quality and cost to 
determine the awards. With steel, 
availability was the big issue. 

Besides an executive session (no 
action was subsequently taken) to 
discuss maintenance and custodial 
positions, most of the agenda was 
basic housekeeping items that were 
approved:

• Previous meeting minutes, blanket 
purchase orders, and maintenance and 
operation payment warrants. 

• A revised resolution directing 

deposit of reimbursement of election 
board expenses for FY 2021-22.

• A Certificate of Compliance and 
compliance letter for Oklahoma Medical 
Marijuana Authority businesses for 
OMMA and Dakota Industries.

• A transfer of Funds for an error 
correction from County General 
Insurance account 0001-1-2000-1222 
to the EM 0001-2- 2700-1110 and Court 
Clerk 0001-1-1400-1110 Personal 
Services accounts.

• A transfer from the Assessor 
M&O account 0001-1-1600-2005 to 
the Assessor Travel 0001-1-1600-1310 
account for employee training travel.

• A resolution to execute the 
agreement establishing ACCO-SIG with 
Alfalfa County. (The commissioners 

opted to break it up into two payments.)
• A programming resolution for 

District 2 for ER NS 2550 at EW 0315 
DDIR 0820-02-01.

• A resale property fund financial 
statement.

• The IT services agreement 
between Alfalfa County and CLGT & 
AF3 Technical Solutions, LLC for FY 
2021-22.

• Professional Legal Services 
Contract with Alfalfa County and Tisdal 
& O’Hara PLLC for FY 2021-22.

Last week, the commissioners talked 
about making a slight modification 
to verbiage in the 2021 employee 
handbook. This week, they approved 
adding “FMLA” following “workman’s 
comp” to pay insurance on page 31.  

Commissioners in Alfalfa County award bids

By Marione Martin
The Woods County commissioners 

tackled mostly routine business during 
Monday’s meeting. They approved 
a number of annual contracts and 
agreements.

District 2 Commissioner Randy 
McMurphy chaired the meeting with 
District 1 Commissioner David Hamil 
and District 3 Commissioner John 
Smiley present.

Workers compensation insurance 
from ACCO-SIF for the next fiscal 
year will cost $59,944. County Clerk 
Shelley Reed said it’s about the same 
amount as last year. The cost for Woods 
County property and liability insurance 
from ACCO-SIG is $133,703 which is 

an increase. McMurphy said the extra 
cost was mostly due to “getting things 
insured like they’re supposed to be.” 

Woods County Enhanced 911 is 
required to have a separate property and 
liability insurance policy. That ACCO-
SIG insurance is $4,755 for fiscal year 
2021-2022.

Commissioner approved the FY21-
22 contract with County Budgeting 
Services, LLC in the amount of 
$7,500. They approved another County 
Budgeting Services, LLC contract for 
the Health Department for $1,350.

A contract with TM Consulting 
Inc. for the Woods County Health 
Department for software for the next 
fiscal year was approved in the amount 

of $15,000.
Two transfers of appropriations were 

approved. Both District 1 and District 
2 will have transfers from Highway 
CIRB to Highway personal service in 
the amount of $22,594.08 each. CIRB 
(county improvements for roads and 
bridges) funds come from motor vehicle 
taxes.

The monthly report from the 
sheriff’s office was approved including 
collections of $2,526.39 and expenses of 
$4,193.08.

The commissioners also approved 
blanket purchase orders.

Under new business, Smiley asked 
some questions about buying rock 
for use in road work. The company 
where he intended to purchase the rock 
inadvertently did not submit a new six 
month bid. The commissioners haven’t 
approved those bids yet, so Reed told 
him he had a few days to buy the rock on 
the old bid price.

Woods County commissioners 
approve insurance, contracts
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By Zeke Miller
WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. 

government is stepping up efforts to 
get younger Americans vaccinated for 
COVID-19 as the White House ac-
knowledges it will miss two key vac-
cination benchmarks and as concern 
grows about the spread of a new variant 
that threatens to set the country back in 
the months ahead.

The delta variant, first identified in 
India, in the last two weeks has come to 
represent more than 20% of coronavirus 
infections in the U.S., the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention reported 
Tuesday. That's double what it was when 
the CDC last reported on the variant's 
prevalence. 

"The delta variant is currently the 
greatest threat in the U.S. to our attempt 
to eliminate COVID-19," Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the nation's top infectious disease 
expert, said at a White House briefing on 
the virus. "Good news: Our vaccines are 
effective against the delta variant."

He added: "We have the tools. So 
let's use them, and crush the outbreak."

The White House on Tuesday ac-
knowledged that President Joe Biden 
will fall short of reaching his goal of 
vaccinating 70% of all American adults 
with at least one shot by Independence 
Day. But it tried to paint an optimistic 
picture nonetheless by stressing that the 
nation had reached that threshold for 
those aged 30 and older and expects to 
meet it for those age 27 or older by the 
July 4 holiday. 

Biden also expects to miss a second 
goal — fully vaccinating 165 million 
adult Americans by July 4. White House 
COVID-19 coordinator Jeff Zients pro-

Biden urges shots for young 
adults as variant concern grows

jected it will take several more weeks 
to hit that number. On Monday, the U.S. 
crossed 150 million fully vaccinated.

White House press secretary Jen Psa-
ki rejected the idea that the missed July 
4 benchmarks would represent a failure 
for the administration, telling reporters, 
"We don't see it exactly like something 
went wrong."

Still, administration officials said 
they were redoubling their focus on vac-
cinating younger Americans age 18-26, 
who have proved to be least likely to get 
a vaccine when it's available for them.

The nationwide rate of new vacci-
nations has dropped off precipitously 
over the past month even as shots have 
become more available, with fewer than 
300,000 Americans now getting their 
first dose per day on average — a pace 
that, if sustained, will have the U.S. not 
reaching Biden's 70% goal until late July 
at the earliest. 

Officials are also increasingly. con-
cerned about regional variations in the 
vaccination program. 

More than 16 states and the District 
of Columbia have vaccinated 70% of 
their adult population. But others — par-
ticularly in the South and Midwest — 
are lagging substantially behind, with 
four not having yet reached 50% vacci-
nation rates.

The White House said meeting 
Biden's vaccination goals is less import-
ant than the pace of the nation's reopen-
ing, which is exceeding even its own in-
ternal projections as the overwhelming 
majority of the nation's most vulnerable 
people are fully vaccinated and cases 
and deaths are at their lowest rates since 
the earliest days of the pandemic,  aver-
aging about 11,000 new infections and 
fewer than 300 deaths per day. More 
states are opening back up, with Mich-
igan on Tuesday becoming the latest to 
do away with a mask mandate and virus 
restrictions. The state had the nation's 
worst outbreak this spring.

"We have succeeded beyond our 

highest expectations," Zeints said.
Americans at highest risk for compli-

cations from COVID-19 are overwhelm-
ingly vaccinated, according to CDC data, 
but only 53% aged 25-39 have received 
one dose. Among those 18-24, it's 47%. 

"Where the country has more work 
to do is particularly with 18 to 26 year 
olds," Zients said.

Zients and government experts said 
the rise of the delta variant should mo-
tivate younger Americans to get vacci-
nated.

"The reality is many younger Amer-
icans have felt like COVID-19 is not 
something that impacts them, and 
they've been less eager to get the shot," 
Zients said. "However, with the delta 
variant now spreading across the coun-
try, and infecting younger people world-
wide, it's more important than ever that 
they get vaccinated."

The variant is taking root as there are 
warning signs about a possible surge in 
cases in unvaccinated corners of Ameri-
ca. Rural sections of Missouri, including 
Springfield and Branson, have seen a dra-
matic spike in COVID-19 hospitalizations 
in recent weeks that health officials attri-
bute in part to the delta variant spreading 
among younger, unvaccinated residents.

"There is a danger, a real danger that 
if there is a persistence of a recalcitrance 
to getting vaccinated that you could see 
localized surges," said Fauci.

Mississippi, Louisiana, Wyoming, 
Alabama and Idaho are all below 40% 
of their population with at least one dose 
of vaccine. 

The White House planned to focus 
on increasingly local vaccination push-
es, with first lady Jill Biden traveling 
Tuesday to Mississippi and Tennessee to 
promote vaccinations and Biden himself 
set to visit North Carolina on Thursday.

The variant is accounting for half 
of new infections in the regions that in-
clude Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebras-
ka, Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, 
South Dakota, Utah and Wyoming.

SUMMER SAFETY
LLooookk  OOuutt......TThhee  KKiiddss  AArree  OOuutt!!
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Every home coverage at a reasonable price
The Newsgram offers your best option for getting your message
to everyone in the three county area of Woods & Alfalfa Counties
in Oklahoma and Barber County, Kansas.

Our small magazine size means a 
full page ad costs only $212. 
Add color for just $150 extra.
Smaller ad sizes also available.

Contact Bill or Stacy at
580-327-2200
NEWSGRAM

620 Choctaw St., Alva, OK
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By David Bauder 
NEW YORK (AP) — Matt Negrin's 

campaign to ban "election deniers" from 
television news failed to achieve his origi-
nal goal, which was to prevent a significant 
number of Americans from believing the lie 
that Donald Trump didn't lose the presiden-
tial election to Joe Biden.

Instead, it has provoked a persistent 
debate over the role of political journalists, 
along with illustrating how television news 
and the politicians who depend upon its 
cameras have changed.

Negrin, a former journalist and now 
producer at Comedy Central's "The Daily 
Show," wrote a December column  for The 
Washington Post saying that TV journalists 
who invite Republicans on the air should 
begin by asking if they believed Biden won 
the election. If they don't say yes, the inter-
view should end.

He's aggressively continued the effort 
on his personal Twitter account, saying 
mainstream news programs that book of-
ficeholders who voted against accepting 
election results are helping to spread mis-
information.

Many in the news business believe that 
stance goes too far, that a journalist's role is 
to question ideas and point out inaccuracies 
or outright fictions, not to pretend they don't 
exist. Two Sunday morning hosts, Jake Tap-
per and Chris Wallace, recently revealed 
themselves as polar opposites on the point.

While it's not a formal policy, Tap-
per said he hasn't booked election deniers 
on CNN's "State of the Union" and on his 
weekday show, "The Lead."

"It's a discussion I think everyone in 
the news media should be having," Tapper 
told Politico. "Should those who shared the 
election lie that incited the deadly attack on 

the Capitol and that continues to erode con-
fidence in our democracy be invited onto 
our airwaves to continue to spread the Big 
Lie? Can our viewers count on these poli-
ticians to tell the truth about other topics?"

Wallace, of "Fox News Sunday," has 
said he's willing to talk to all sides and has 
no rules about the order of questions. "I 
don't think moral posturing goes well with 
newsgathering," Wallace said in a statement 
last month.

When Florida Sen. Rick Scott appeared 
on his show Feb. 28, Wallace asked wheth-
er Biden won the election "fair and square." 
Absolutely, Scott replied.

Led by Trump, suspicion about the 
2020 results has remained, despite elections 
officials calling it secure and the dismissal 
of court challenges. A Quinnipiac Univer-
sity poll taken six months after the election 
found 29% of Americans, and 66% of Re-
publicans surveyed said Biden was not le-
gitimately elected. 

Confronting deniers is not a subject 
many in the business are eager to address 
publicly. No one on NBC's "Meet the 
Press," ABC's "This Week" or CBS' "Face 
the Nation," for example, would speak to 
The Associated Press about it.

What would Tim Russert do? The for-
mer "Meet the Press" host was the acknowl-
edged king of Sunday morning political 
talk shows before his death in 2008, and his 
former producer said Russert believed in 
exposing ideas that many found repugnant. 
Russert memorably interviewed former 
KKK leader David Duke in 1991.

But Betsy Fischer Martin, executive 
producer of "Meet the Press" from 2002 
to 2013, wonders how many such oppor-
tunities exist now. In today's climate, many 
politicians prefer friendly TV venues, like 

Should reporters challenge or 
ignore election disbelievers?

Fox News for conservatives or MSNBC for 
liberals.

"It's human nature in many ways that 
you want to pick a program that is going to 
give you more of a platform than a tough 
interview," said Fischer Martin, executive 
director of the Women in Politics Institute 
at American University.

Booking deniers is less of an issue when 
many don't want to be booked in the first 
place.

The current "Meet the Press" moderator, 
Chuck Todd, alluded to this while writing 
for Politico in January. A handful of GOP 
senators make themselves available for in-
terviews, he wrote, but they're few and far 
between.

Unless they need to reach a broader 
electorate, many Republican officeholders 
don't see the point of such faceoffs, said 
Alex Conant, a GOP consultant and found-
ing partner of Firehouse Strategies in Wash-
ington.

"If you're a conservative, the truth is, 
you don't care too much about liberal vot-
ers," Conant said. "They're never going to 
support you, and there's not much benefit to 
subjecting yourself to a tough interview."

Frank Sesno, a former CNN Washing-
ton bureau chief, lands on the side of inter-
viewing deniers. Yet he wonders whether 
that would be worthwhile if questions are 
ignored, talking points spouted or empty 
fights instigated.

"It's not a question of banning them," 
said Sesno, professor at George Washing-
ton University. "You just don't want them 
on the air because they're not going to be a 
good guest."

Some recent interviews prove his point.
ABC News' Terry Moran grew exasper-

ated last month in repeatedly and fruitless-
ly asking GOP spokesman Paris Dennard 
whether he accepted the results of the 2020 
election as legitimate. "It's a yes or no ques-
tion," Moran said.

Biden was president, Dennard said. 
He wouldn't go further. Moran kept trying, 
asking whether he was scared to answer or 
didn't believe democracy worked last No-
vember.

"You can be an American citizen who 
can accept the fact that Joe Biden is presi-

 See Reporters Page 39
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More items that were board 
approved: the 2021/2022 Assemble 
Paperless Meeting subscription and 
Storage with OSSBA in the amount of 
$3,000.00; the 2021/2022 membership 
in OSSBA Employment Services 
Program in the amount of $329.00; the 
2021/2022 policy maintenance services 
subscription through OSSBA in the 
amount of $750.00.

Also board approved were 2021/2022 
District membership into the following 
organizations: Northwest Oklahoma 
School Officials at $500; Oklahoma 
State School Board Association 
(OSSBA) at $1,475; Organization of 
Rural Oklahoma Schools (OROS) at 
$600; and Oklahoma School Advisory 
Council (OSAC) at $350.

More board approved items are: 
the 2021/2022 workers compensation 
with OSAG for $9,819; renewal of 

the Basic Legal Services Program 
with the Center for Education Law 
for the 2021/2022 school year in the 
amount of $900; renewal with Follett, 
a library service, for the 2021/2022 
school year in the amount of $1,101.29; 
the renewal agreement with Schendel 
Pest Service for FY 2021/2022 in the 
amount of $656; the subscription with 
Renaissance, a library program with 
AR, for the 2021/2022 school year in 
the amount of $3,789.

Also receiving board approval were: 
renewal of the OSSBA Superintendent 
Evaluation Tool for the 2021/2022 
school year in the amount of $200; the 
transfer of building fund money that 
was incorrectly expended, to the general 
fund in the amount of $22,720.90; 
Kevin Brown as Authorized Federal 
Program Representative for all state 
and federal programs and authorized 

purchasing agent for Burlington Public 
School 2021/2022; approve Kevin 
Brown and Gerrett Spears for second 
signatures with Brenda Stricker and 
Tracy Granados for the school activity 
fund expenditures for 2021/2022; 
a corporate resolution to approve a 
Business Purchase Card Agreement 
with Prosperity Bank & OSSBA of 
Oklahoma City authorizing Kevin 
Brown, Superintendent, to enter into an 
agreement and instruct Prosperity Bank 
to issue purchase cards to one or more 
employees of the school for the account 
of the school and in respect of which 
the school shall be responsible

The meeting adjourned at 9:59 a.m. 

From Page 6 Burlington

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — A Tulsa man is 
facing federal charges after federal prose-
cutors say he threatened to kill President 
Joe Biden, members of Congress and 
their families. 

Acting U.S. Attorney Clint Johnson 
says 58-year-old John Jacobs Ahrens was 
charged Monday with making threats 
against the president. 

Johnson says Ahrens sent a series of 
emails to a Tulsa television station threat-
ening to murder Biden, members of Con-
gress and their families if he didn't receive 
money. 

"Making online threats to murder pub-
lic officials and their families has conse-
quences," Johnson said in a statement. 
"The arrest and filing of criminal charges 

is the first step in holding individuals ac-
countable for their alleged actions."

Ahrens was arrested at his home in 
Tulsa last week and allegedly admitted to 
investigators that he sent the threatening 
emails, authorities said. 

Court records don't indicate whether 
Ahrens has an attorney who could speak 
on his behalf.

Oklahoma man arrested for 
threatening Biden, Congress
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By Yvonne Miller 
A little over one week of cutting 

and the 2021 wheat crop is mostly cut 
and in the elevators in the Newsgram 
reading area of northwest Oklahoma 
and southcentral Kansas. The main 
delay was awaiting custom cutters to 
arrive from cutting in Texas where they 
experienced rain delays.                          

Kelln Comments on Dacoma Crop
Monday Dacoma Coop Manager Jake 

Kelln said, “Dacoma is all but finished 
with harvest – down to three farmers to 
finish.” Yields were far ranging from 20 
to 70 bushels/acre. “The overall average 
made for a good harvest,” he said.

Test weights “were strong as high 
as 66 pounds per bushel,” Kelln said. 
“Total bushels were less than we hoped 
for, but it was a good, average harvest 
that was quick and safe. Anytime you 
can finish harvest with a full elevator 
there isn’t much to complain about.”

Kelln said he was thankful for the 
rain Sunday night as lots of his customers 
have large amounts of soybeans and 
milo planted  that needed a drink.

“Our best wheat came from a farmer 
in Noel. The farmer would never let me 
use his name, but he raised one heck of 
a crop. His wheat averaged 67 bushels 
to the acre and had a test weight of 
65 and protein of 12.8,” Kelln said in 
amazement. 
Burlington’s Newman Says Well Over 

90 Percent Complete
Burlington Co-op Manager Robbie 

Newman said the area got about one half 

Driving along Highway 8 last Friday, a few miles south of Kiowa, Kansas, found this harvest action going on in a field 
reportedly owned by Bob Schrock. The Perry Hoffman custom cutter crew of South Dakota had multiple combines rolling 
in the field with grain carts pulled by tractors and semis waiting to be filled. This is just a glimpse of the fast and furious 
2021 harvest that took just over one week to be mainly complete. Photo by Yvonne Miller

The 2021 wheat harvest was average to 
above average and came fast and furious
Live wheat price $5.77 Tuesday during trading

inch of rain Sunday night, which halted 
cutting Monday. That won’t bother too 
many farmers because he said cutting 
in the Burlington area is “well over 90 
percent finished,” and added, “It’s crazy 
how fast it went – a seven to ten day 
harvest.”

Newman said, “It was a better than 
average crop with yields (bushels per 
acre) ranging from 35 to 65.” Test 
weights averaged 62 or 63 (pounds 
per bushel). When asked about protein 
levels in the wheat, Newman said, “Our 
area had more than some. It varies based 
on the variety of wheat and how much 
fertilizer and fungicide farmers used.”

If there was any downside to this 
2021 wheat harvest, Newman said, “We 
had a little more dockage than we tend to 
have had in the past.”

Overall on this crop, Newman said, 
“The moisture was wonderful. We had 
a dry spell in April but cool weather in 
May that allowed the head to fill well. 
This is two years in a row we’ve had 
good crops. We’ll take in less wheat 
this harvest because our farmers have 
planted lots of alternative crops such as 
milo, sesame and soybeans primarily.
Lohmann Comments on Good Wheat 

Price
Jay Lohmann, manager of Wheeler 

Brothers Grain in Alva, said Tuesday 
morning they are 95 percent complete 
with wheat cutting.

Yields averaged 39 and Lohmann 
heard of yields as high as 80 bushels/
acre. Test weights averaged 62 pounds/

bushel and proteins averaged 10 ½ 
percent.

Once Wheeler Brothers’ customers 
started cutting wheat they were 90 
percent finished in eight days, Lohmann 
said.

Looking at the 2021 harvest, 
Lohmann said, “It was great. We’ve 
got a good price. The live price is $5.77 
right now. That’s the best harvest price 
we’ve had in the past few years. Nobody 
I know of had accidents or wrecks. We 
were happy.”

Lohmann said he has customers 
who’ve planted milo, soybeans and a 
little sesame. “The rain Sunday night 
really helped. They are forecasting more 
rain toward the weekend. Everybody is 
tired. We have a few days to rest up and 
start farming.”

Theilen Says Kiowa area is 75-80 
percent finished

Ernie Theilen is manager of the 
O.K. Grain Cooperative in Kiowa that 
includes Hardtner and Hazelton.  Sunday 
night the area received approximately 
one inch of rain – a little less in some 
areas. Combines, semis and grain carts 
sat idle Monday, but were expected to be 
back in the fields Tuesday. 

Theilen estimates the Kiowa area is 
75-80 percent finished cutting wheat. 
He’s heard of yields that ranged from 30 
to 70 bushels/acre, depending on whether 
or not producers used a fungicide. Test 
weights “were good at 64,” he said and 
added that the crop had average protein 
levels.

Once the customs cutters arrived 

 See Harvest Page 36
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the Barber County Commissioners. 
They hired an intern Sophie Dawson. 
“You’ll know her as Sheryl Farney’s 
granddaughter,” Eubank-Callis told 
the council. 

Eubank-Callis explained they 
are gathering info from each city 
to take back to the commissioners. 
This is Dawson’s job to gather this 
info, compile it and take back to the 
commissioners. 

This totally anonymous survey asks 
you to grade the community on doing 
business and the same for the county. 
Other questions are: In the last five 
years did your community’s/county’s 
business climate get weaker or 
stronger?; What’s the most important 
thing you are doing to promote your 
community/county? Several more 
related questions followed.

When the question came of what 
the county could do, Councilman 
Hill quickly replied, “Lower property 
taxes!”

Before closing, Eubank-Callis 
complimented Kiowa on being 
“forward thinking” with their 
infrastructure project (waterline 
replacement). She said, “We’re trying 
to retain our youth.”

City of Kiowa Staff Reports and 
Cat Concerns

Police Chief Travis Pedersen 
things are running well. He has all his 
training in for the year and will get 
more gun training at Pratt.

City Superintendent John Duvall 
said they are spraying for mosquitoes. 
The council approved a bid from 
Petroleum Compliance of Medford 
not to exceed $29,437.93. This is for 
fueling the city’s generators. 

There have been numerous reports 
of cats (even pets) being trapped and 
taken to the country. The mayor had a 
cat taken. Watson said, “Cats taken to 
the country is like a death sentence.” 
Some people have had their pets 
missing and then return home in bad 
shape. 

of the building.”
SCTelcom is considering 

purchasing a modular building and 
creating a Modular Communications 
Hut. She wants to relocate staff there.  
“The Kiowa office is busy,” Shearer 
said. They are considering a building 
with a drive-through window. She 
confirmed they need an option for the 
interim.

The council stressed they want 
something aesthetically pleasing. 
Shearer told council she was not 
asking for any commitment that day 
– she just wanted their opinion. She 
told them that right now the cost of 
building vs. acquiring a building is 
three times higher than what it should 
be. And she mentioned the difficulty 
in getting building materials currently 
or a contractor who would commit to 
doing something before next year. 

With regards to the neighboring lot, 
Shearer said she talked to the owner. 
She would like to meet with the board 
in executive session. Council assured 
Shearer they will discuss this matter 
further. 

Barber County Extension Agent 
Talks Economic Development 

Survey
Barber County Extension Agent 

Robin Eubank-Callis spoke to 
council about their latest project to 
promote economic development and 
community vitality. She said the 
extension office is partnering with 

$4000. Council approved purchasing 
that one for the theater from Sonic 
Equipment of Iola, Kan.

In his administrative report, 
Demel said the city is to receive about 
$141,000 in Covid funds. This is the 
city’s first direct payment of Covid 
money, according to Demel. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
council entered two executive 
sessions. Demel said there was no 
action taken after either session. One 
of those regarded seasonal staff pay 
rates. A few members of the swimming 
pool staff joined council members for 
that discussion. The other session 
regarded discussion about a piece of 
land located just north of the city shop 
area.

Emergency management asked 
the city to pass a resolution. Demel 
is getting more info and will discuss 
further at a future meeting. 
SCTelcom General Manager Says 
Existing Building is a `Money Pit’

SCTelcom’s General Manager 
Carla Shearer addressed Kiowa’s City 
Council about their office in Kiowa 
that is in the old ice plant building on 
the south side of Main St., near the 
intersection of 7th Street.

Shearer said they had “a significant 
water event in the basement of the 
(former) ice plant last December.” 

“The existing building is becoming 
a money pit,” Shearer said and added, 
“My biggest concern is maintenance 

From Page 2 Kiowa
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Fast service on business cards at the newspaper office

Email your design, or carry it in on a flash drive or CD. 

Call Linda
at

580-327-2200

We can help
you design
the card in

color or black
print.
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According to the affidavits and 
petitions on file, the following 
individuals have been charged. An 
individual is innocent of any charges 
listed below until proven guilty in a 
court of law. All information is a matter 
of public record and may be obtained 
by anyone during regular hours at the 
Alfalfa County Courthouse. The Alva 
Review-Courier will not intentionally 
alter or delete any of this information. 
If it appears in the courthouse public 
records, it will appear in this newspaper

Felony Filings
Christopher Burney York, 

Cherokee, 43, has been charged 
with burglary in the second degree 
($437.75).

Jarred Rashad Munson, Cherokee, 
24, has been charged with burglary in 
the third degree ($680.25).

Jarred Rashad Munson, Cherokee, 
24, has been charged with burglary in 

the first degree ($327.75).
Jarred Rashad Munson, Cherokee, 

24, has been charged with burglary in 
the third degree ($327.25).

Daniel Jonathan Ross, Kiowa, 
Kansas, 25, has been charged with 
conspiracy; bringing contraband drugs 
into penal institution; and bringing 
a cell phone or electronic device in 
penal institution ($1,058.25).

Sherri Ingram, Helena, 51, has been 
charged with conspiracy ($402.75).

Sirqueinton Videl Ingram, Helena, 
41, has been charged with conspiracy; 
bringing contraband drugs into penal 
institution; and bringing a cell phone 
or electronic device in penal institution 
($1,058.25).

Misdemeanor Filings
Sierra Blake Bennett, Cherokee, 

27, has been charged with unlawful 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
($317.75).

Jarred Rashad Munson, Cherokee, 
24, has been charged with unlawful 
possession of drug paraphernalia 
($327.75).

Jarred Rashad Munson, Cherokee, 
24, has been charged with petit larceny 
($327.75).

Traffic Citations
Brooks Ryan Pollard, Mustang, has 

been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Chandler William Oneth, Enid, has 
been cited for speeding 1-10 mph over 
the speed limit ($100).

Jamari D. Whyms, El Paso, Texas, 
has been cited for speeding 1-10 mph 
over the speed limit ($100).

Marcus Keith Morris, Moore, has 
been cited for speeding 16-20 mph 
over the speed limit ($279).

Daxton Michael Alcorn, Lahoma, 
has been cited for not wearing seatbelt 
($20).

Alfalfa County court filings

Tuesday, June 15, 2021
During this day there was one traffic 

stop.
3:40 a.m. – Officer needed for a 

welfare check on an elderly man who 
had been driving around a long time and 
was lost at the Jiffy Trip.

8:26 a.m. – Report of an animal 
complaint.

11:18 a.m. – Caller advised of a 
dog with a chicken in its mouth. Caller 
wanted to know if he could shoot the 
dog or if someone would come take care 
of the dogs.

12:51 p.m. – Caller advised there 
were armadillos in her trap and she 

would like them removed.
2:36 p.m. – Report of a wheat field 

on OK-58 and Bryan Road.
4:50 p.m. – Report of a tractor on 

fire on County Road (CR) 580 between 
Jonestown and Jefferson Road.

5:51 p.m. – Report of cattle out near 
Commercial and Center Street.

6:40 p.m. – Medic needed in the 1000 
block of Pennsylvania for a male laying 
by a tree moaning and not responding.

7:11 p.m. – Report that someone 
broke into their home in the 700 block 
of Massachusetts. Advised son’s weight 
set was taken.

8:55 p.m. – Report of two people 

walking on HWY 64. Deputy advised 
the subject’s vehicle had blown a tire.

Wednesday, June 16, 2021
During this day there was one traffic 

stop.
2:15 a.m. – Caller advised she 

thought she saw someone outside around 
their garage. Deputy advised everything 
was okay.

4:26 a.m. – Caller wanted an officer 
to come speak to the neighbors. Advised 
they revved their engine all night long.

7:40 a.m. – Report of a noise 
complaint in the 100 block of Texas.

11:55 a.m. – Medic needed for a semi 
roll over in Goltry.

4:19 p.m. – Report of a protective 
order violation.

5:16 p.m. – Report of a male and 
female in a maroon colored van trying 
to do a drug drop at James Crabtree 
Correctional Center.

9:47 p.m. – Report of a rollover 
accident in a wheat field ditch. Advised 
there was someone pinned underneath.

10:44 p.m. – Caller advised of a 
noise complaint at 2nd Street and Texas. 
Advised of people on four-wheelers 

Alfalfa County Communication logs

 See Logs Page 39
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Animals and Pets
Buying and Selling

Horses, mules, ponies & 
donkeys. 580-748-0811

Business Services
Thank You

Alva Public Schools for the 
business and for letting me 
catch those historic images. 
They will still be available on 
my website, www.jonlinder.
net. They will be up all 
summer just in case you 
missed seeing them during the 
school year 2020-2021. You 
may contact me by phone or 
text at 580-327-0311. Have a 
great summer!

Bollman Ag Seeking
wheat and fall crop acres. We 
run combines and supporting 
equipment. Locally owned and 
operated out of Manchester, 
OK. Call Jared Bollman 580-
541-8214

Caregiver-Senior Care
The best home to be in is your 
own. Personalized in-home 
services by a C.N.A. Personal 
Care - Memory Care - Meals 
and Nutrition. MaryAnn 580-
327-7897

Mobile Home Park
Accepting Mobile Homes 
at K&P RV Park. 11th & 
Appalacha, Dacoma, OK. 
785-845-6686

Employment
Summer Help

City of Kiowa has 2 part-time 
summer positions open in the 
Parks Dept. Must be at least 
16 and have a driver’s license. 
Submit an application or cover 
letter and resume to Sam Demel 
at cityadmin@Kiowaks.org

Day Labor
Need helpers at the salvage. 580-
327-1313. Alva

Help Wanted
South Barber Community Child 
Care in Kiowa is seeking a 
part-time caregiver for children 
6 weeks and up. Interested 
applicants can email resume and 
references to taraduncan41880@
yahoo.com or call Tara Duncan at 
620-213-9011 for more info.

Garage Sales
Garage Sale

1704 Spruce St., Alva. Dishes, 
clothes, golf clubs. Fri 9am-5pm. 
Sat noon to 2pm

Lawn Care
Let It Grow Lawn Care

Mowing season is here! Mowing 
services which includes edging & 
weed eating, flowerbed cleanup, 
leaf removal, bush pruning, tree 
& trim control. Please call for free 
estimate. 15+ years experience 
with references. 580-430-9992

Miscellaneous
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A/C’s for Sale

I bet you wished you would 
have bought my A/C’s last 
week when it was 105. I’ll 
give you another chance. 
They are good “take outs” 
because I upgraded to CH&A. 
Not because they were worn 
out. I have a 2 one-room 
units & 2 12,000btu units. If 
you don’t take advantage of 
me this time & it goes over 
100 deg, the price is going up 
& then you’ll really wish you 
had one! It’s easy just call 
580-327-2554 - quickly

How’s That Again?

Eve sold us out in the Garden 
of Eden for an apple. Wonder 
what she would have done 
for a Klondike Bar?

For Sale
220 Window AC Unit. Brown 
in color. Works good. $300 obo. 
Sewing machine $100 obo. 4 
drawer old dresser $75 obo.580-
327-7308

Real Estate
For Rent

2bdrm Mobile Home. 580-430-
1003

For Rent
1 bed/1 bath duplex, Alva, bills 
paid, washer, dryer, fridge, $575/
month with $500 deposit. Call/text 
580-515-8280

4-Sale
1bth. Att. garage. Fenced backyard. 
$12,800. 124 N. Broadway, Goltry, 
OK. For appt. 580-747-4531

from Texas where they had rain 
delays, Theilen said harvest 
really got going. The bulk of 
harvest is completed in just over 
one week.
Pingelton Says Alva Area had 

“Good, Average Harvest”
Assistant General Manager 

Kevin Pingelton of the Farmers 
Cooperative in Alva said, “It’s 
been good – a pretty average 
harvest.”

Pingelton said grain yields 
ranged from 30 to the upper 
50 bushels/acre. He said about 
eight-tenths of an inch of rain 
fell Sunday night that shut down 
cutting Monday.

Test weights “were good at 
60 plus to 64,” Pingelton said. 
Protein levels ranged from nine 
to 12 percent. “Overall we’re 
seeing more dockage. There’s 
more trash than we’ve seen like 

joint grass, cheat and a little bit 
of rye.”
Cherokee Area Had “Smooth, 

Steady” Harvest 
Cherokee Coop Secretary 

Debbie Stoner said Monday 
that cutting is 70 to 75 percent 
complete in the Cherokee area. 
She said the Sunday night rain 
brought them eight-tenths of 
an inch and shut down wheat 
cutting Monday.

Stoner has heard yields 
from 40 to 70 bushels/acre. 
Test weights averaged 62 to 63 
pounds. She said 

protein levels averaged 11 
to 11 ½ percent to a few at 15 
percent. “Chaf is always our 
most common dockage,” Stoner 
said. 

“Harvest went really 
smoothly and steady,” Stoner 
said thankfully.

From Page 30 Harvest
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Civil Filings
PPH Mortgage Corporation 

vs. Gerald Woodward: 
mortgage foreclosure. 

LVNV Funding, LLC 
vs. Harold Shetler: debt 
collection. 

Domestic Relation Filings
Kelvin Harris vs. Matthew 

R. Ratzlaff: protection from 
abuse.

Kathryn Gutierrez vs. 
Saul Gutierrez: marriage 
dissolution/divorce. 

Tabatha Dawn Mitchell vs. 
Clayton Dorsey: protection 
from abuse.

State of Kansas vs. Cody 
L. Mitchell: non-divorce-
visitation, custody, etc.

Mary Menkhoff vs. Terry 
Woodward: protection from 
abuse.

Deidre L. Lopez vs. 
Angel Pauline Mondragon: 
protection from abuse.

Alexandra Savannah 
Goolsby vs. Garland 
Miles Goolsby: marriage 
dissolution/divorce.

Traffic Filings
Jeremy W. Beamon has 

been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($153).

Ty Harris Cornwell has 
been cited for child passenger 
safety ($168).

Bryan A. Myers has been 

cited for maximum speed 
limits ($183).

Devin Lee Rios has been 
cited for maximum speed 
limits ($183).

Kendall Lee Terrel has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($207).

Robert Keith Bowman has 
been cited for defective tail 
lamp on motor vehicle ($189).

Norma Jean Frost has been 
cited for maximum speed 
limits ($171).

Daniel Jacob Hays has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($177).

Jodie Layne Keith has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($201).

Lucas Marion Niemeyer 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits ($171).

Timothy Scott Rector has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($183).

Christopher M. Slider has 
been cited for maximum speed 
limits ($183).

Stacey Salaah Stranathan 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits ($305).

Stacey Salaah Stranathan 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits ($275).

Marissa Lenore Struthers 
has been cited for maximum 
speed limits ($165).

Barber County 
court filings
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Community 
Calendar

Wednesday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

Noon Alva Kiwanis Club will meet 
at Cancun Mexican Grill.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

7 p.m. Alva Moose Lodge men’s 
meeting is held every Wednesday.

Thursday
9 a.m. The Woods County Senior 

Citizens Center, 625 Barnes, Alva, is 
doing in person dining, carry out meals 
and delivery. Please call 327-1822 until 
noon the day before to order. Meals will 
be ready for pick up at 10:30 a.m. In per-
son meals are at noon.

1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-
seum in Alva is open every day except 
Monday.

3-6 p.m. Food distribution every 
Thursday, Alva Wesleyan Food Bank, 
818 Lane St.

6 p.m. Caregiver Support Group 
meets every fourth Thursday of the 
month at The Homestead in Alva.

7 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at 623 5th St. (Youth Corr 
House), Alva on and Thursdays.

Friday
1-5 p.m. The Cherokee Strip Mu-

seum in Alva is open every day except  
Monday.

Real Estate Transfers
Book 146 page 215: Benedict T. 

Ricke, a single person, unto Nicholas 
A. Schmidt and Hannah Schmidt. Lot 
4, block 2, Regnier’s Amended Revised 
Second Addition, City of Medicine 
Lodge, Barber County, Kansas. 
Warranty deed.

Book 146 page 216: Springer Farms 
1877, LLC, unto Jared Dean Rhea. 
The southeast quarter of section 11, 
township 33 south, range 12 West of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 146 page 218: Springer Farms 
1877, LLC, unto Andrew S. Rhea. 
The southeast quarter of section 11, 
township 33 south, range 12 West of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Quit 
claim deed.

Book 146 page 222: Myers-Whitfield 
Family, LLC, unto Bret Mott and Jana 
Mott. Lots 1 and 2 and the north half 
of the northeast quarter of section 14, 
township 35 south, range 13 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County Kansas. Joint 
tenancy deed.

Mortgages
Book 242 page 191: Nicholas A. 

Schmidt and Hannah Schmidt, to AmCap 
Mortgage. Lot 4, block 2, Regnier’s 
Amended Revised Second Addition, 
City of Medicine Lodge, Barber County, 
Kansas. Note: 64,865.00.

Book 242 page 204: Bret Mott and 
Jana Mott. Lots 1 and 2 and the north 
half of the northeast quarter of section 
14, township 35 south, range 13 west 
of the 6th PM, Barber County Kansas. 
Note: $91,500.00.

Book 242 page 219: Edward Robert 
Blevins and Kimberly A. Blevins, 

to BancCentral. Tract 1; The surface 
interest only in and to: The northeast 
quarter of section 20, township 34 south, 
range 11 West of the 6th PM, Barber 
County, Oklahoma. Note: $840,000.00.

Book 242 page 241: Moon Ranch, 
LLC to American AgCredit. The south 
half of the southwest quarter of the 
northwest quarter and the west half of 
the southwest quarter of section 17 and 
the south half of the south half of the 
northeast quarter and the south half of 
the northwest quarter and the south half 
of section 18 and all of section 19, and 
the northwest quarter of section 20 and 
the north half of the northeast quarter 
of section 30, township 33 south, 
range 14 west of the 6th PM. Note: 
$9,500,000.00.

Book 242 page 256: Gary 
L. Shellhammer and Cindy L. 
Shellhammer, to BancCentral, 
National Association. The north half 
of the southwest quarter of section 12, 
township 34 south, range 10 west of the 
6th PM, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$416,000.00.

Book 242 page 272: Toma Horn, 
to The People’s Bank. Block 5 in 
Lake’s Second Addition to the City 
of Medicine Lodge, being located in 
the southeast quarter of section 12, 
township 32 south, range 12 West of the 
6th PM,Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$37,050.00.

Book 242 page 288: Pride A. Brown 
and Kathy R. Brown, to Community 
Bank. The north 60 feet of lots 10, 
11 and 12 in block 161 in the Town 
Company’s Addition to the City of 
Kiowa, Barber County, Kansas. Note: 
$22,400.00.

Barber County real 
estate transactions
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12:22 a.m. – Report of a domestic 
situation.

7:50 p.m. – Report of a wheat field 
burning 2 miles east of Jet.

9:40 p.m. – Report of a reckless driver 
on US-11.

Friday, June 18, 2021
12:22 a.m. – Report of someone 

messing with her back door trying to get 
in. And for the past few nights there was a 
male going through her backyard. Advised 
they turned their lights on and they left. 
They didn’t know if they left for good 
or just because they turned on the lights. 
The caller called back and said they were 
trying to get in the house again.

6:31 a.m. – Medic needed for a male 
that was having leg spasms and pain after 
having a hematoma drained.

9:11 a.m. – Report of an animal issue 
in the 500 block of Oklahoma.

11:14 a.m. – Report of a reckless driver 
on Garvin and OK-8.

12:54 p.m. – Report of a German 
shepherd in their yard in the 900 block of 
Grand.

12:57 p.m. – Medic needed for a 
female that was found laying on the floor 
and unresponsive. Medic took the patient 
to Bass Hospital in Enid.

1:24 p.m. – Report of a fire on Logan 
Road between county roads 660 and 670.

3:58 p.m. – Caller would like to speak 
to a deputy about battery theft.

5:01 p.m. – Caller would like to make 
a report of stolen copper wire on Grady 
Road.

6:32 p.m. – Report of missing pit bull 

dog in Carmen.
11:49 p.m. – Report of a man walking 

down US-11. Just thought it looked sketchy 
and maybe had an officer check it out.

Saturday, June 19, 2021
1:48 a.m. – Medic needed for a female 

having chest pains. Medic took the patient 
to St. Mary’s.

3:15 p.m. – Medic needed for a female 
who collapsed on the track. She was 
breathing but incoherent. No transport 
needed.

3:46 p.m. – Report of a suspicious 
vehicle on CR 630. Deputy made contact 
with the owner. The owner was in the field 
cutting wheat.

9:30 p.m. – Report of a fire in Garfield 
and Grant counties.

Sunday, June 20, 2021
6:58 a.m. – Report of a female 

staggering across the road and into the 
ditch and then back on the road. The female 
walked out in front of her on the road. 
Deputy made contact with the female. She 
was fine and stated she had an argument 
with a family member and went for a walk.

7:30 a.m. – Report of a calf out on 
US-8 and CR 600.

10:30 p.m. – Report of a suspicious 
vehicle parked in the church parking lot. 
Advised the lights were off but it was 
running and had been there for about an 
hour.

Monday, June 21, 2021
7:19 a.m. – Report of a tree on fire on 

CR 720 and Kiowa Road.

From Page 12 Logs

From Page 28 Reporters
dent as well as being concerned about elec-
tion integrity," Dennard said.

Todd's May 11 interview with Rep. Dan 
Crenshaw devolved into a fight when the 
Texas Republican was asked about his sup-
port for an effort to overturn the election. 
Crenshaw said it was "time to move on" 
and attacked the "liberal and pro-Demo-
cratic media" for continuing to bring up the 
subject.

"Don't start that," Todd said. "There's 
nothing lazier than that."

The interview soon ended.

"I understand where the 'invite and con-
front' people are coming from," said Jay 
Rosen, a New York University professor 
and author of the PressThink blog. "But 
in practice, the confrontation with a deter-
mined fabulist or denialist rarely works out 
to the viewer's advantage."

Few interviewers have the ability to 
effectively expose hypocrisy on live tele-
vision, Negrin said. Even when a journalist 
can, politicians will take from the invita-
tion to come on the air a message that they 
can say whatever they want and will still 

have a platform.
The online provocateur said that he's 

been pleased that television producers and 
hosts are at least thinking about these is-
sues.

"It's been (nearly) six months since the 
insurrection, eight months since the elec-
tion, and I think a lot of hosts just want to 
get back to normal — interviewing Repub-
licans, interviewing Democrats," Negrin 
said. "That's what they do. 

"But, to me, it's important to remember 
what happened."
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